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Station  in  life,  having  been  in(lebie<l  for  no  mean 
«ducalk)n  to  ii  curate  in  tlie  neighbourhood.  Jis  rv- 
gardfi  bcT  personal  recomniciidattoiu  in  particuliir, 
she  s«cRUi  to  liavc  bu«n  as  mucli  an  olgocL  of  curi- 
osity as  was  our  adventurer,  on  his  part,  for  polite 
imputum-  and  nccom]ilithe<)  Kcmtndrclunn.  Th« 
noises  of  Hatfield  and  "  the  Beauty  of  Butter- 
nierei"  m  ibe  vma  ctdkd,  were  in  the  mouths  of 
everv  one ;  and  the  humble  but  picturesque  haunts 
of  Buttemien:  bccamv  aiiotlicr,  tliougl)  a  rutler 
Qar^is  for  tbe  time — which  was  the  earlier  part  of 
the  prcseul  century ;  and  ciidle)»  was  tlie  tlirong 
of  vititoau  who  crowded  thiiher. 

The  circunuuuiccs  of  tlie  actual  story  luivc 
been  recorded  wUhoni  any  grealei'  licence  in  devi- 
ating from  their  exactness,  than  such  as  may  fairly 
be  conceded  to  ihv  colouring  of  romance  In  ap- 
proaching, however,  the  scenes  in  which  the  events 
took  place,  luiotlier  and  a  di&ereut  wuroc  of  in- 
terest presents  itself.  When  wc  call  to  miod 
that  tlwM:  tcenes  have  aided  tlie  inspiration  of  a 
Coleridge,  a  Wordsworth,  and  a  SoutJicy,  wc  feci 
that  wo  arc  treading  on  classic  ground. 

Tlie  first  mentioned  of  these  names  possesses 
indeed  an  increased  claim  to  our  interest,  since  it 
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CHAPTER  I. 


••Folio*. follow  IM I 
la  tlw  dtfiili  of  iho*c  b*lo*«il  qw 
SiUI  MO  1,  '  Foltow  me  I' " 

Tbk  golden  glow  of  mnset  lind  mellowed  in 
iu  lustre  lb«  ydlnw  montes  of  tti«  Mdbrcak* 
ridge,  and  Ute  orb  was  linking  beneath  the  height, 
when  ihrou^  its  haze  of  glory  wu  dticemeil  a 
fortn  bright  ut  uiy  vUion  which  such  »  acene  might 
have  inspind  in  those  giftcil  denisens  or  tliis 
lovely  clime — a  'WonUworth,  a  Coleridge,  or  « 
Soulh^.  Id  ihc  fulaos  oT  jay  hail  the  unlling 
year  arrayed  Uh:  mxuc  oail  Maaon.  In  the  fulnos 
of  joy,  too,  liad  ilie  mnmer  light  of  yooth  nrraynl 
tlte  brow  and  illumined  tlie  hran  of  the  fair  being 
who  now  shewed   herself,  shrined  as  il  werr  in 

•  IWfliii  onrtookiof  Dmurmn  M  the  www*'^- 
VOL.  I.  a 


8 


ADVENTVRES  OF 


ihe  ruddy  sunlight,  on  the  brow  of  tliu  liill.  To 
witness  her  m  sti«  »iood  circled  in  the  full  lustre 
of  that  halo,  she  seemed  as  iome  l>ealifi<:il  form 
lit  up  in  the  ins[Hration  of  a  Raphael's  pencil. 

A  youthful  stranger,  who  was  on  his  rambles 
through  that  wild  and  interesting  region,  had,  in 
con  tempi  0  ting  the  f<:()turcs  of  the  scene,  found  hU 
glance  attracted  towards  thi«  object  of  loveliness 
above  all  othen,  ereii  amidst  a  realm  where  the 
beauty  and  niagniftcence  of  nature  abound.  And, 
as  tlie  Houri  cliiirm  sheds  new  enchantment  over 
the  blooming  haunts  of  Eden,  so  this  radiant 
Bgure  centered  in  herself,  for  the  present,  the 
attractions  of  the  spot;  and  well  may  wc  pause 
with  the  stranger  to  regard  for  a  moment  and 
admire  die  **  lovely  vision,"  as  wc  had  almost  been 
inclined  to  tcnn  Iter. 

She  was  of  a  figure  where  lightness  and  native 
grace  were  combined  with  all  the  activity  and  vigour 
tliat  health  and  constantexerctM:  impart.  N*o  languid 
delicacy  of  hue  jitned  on  her  gladsome  and  bcau- 
teotiK,  but  sun-bumt  cheek,  the  healthful  blnom  of 
which  bad  enamoured  the  day>beam  (to  cite  the 
fable)  so  much,  titat  it  had  left  the  mark  of  iu 
kitses  there.  T\k  graceful  lofUncss  of  her  nedc 
mode  her  appear  rather  taller  than  she  really  was. 
Her  statur«  was  not  much  above  the  middle  licight, 
and  her  small  ieetDwmed  to  touch  theeurthuslightly 
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lion  and  elude  him.  The  disquiet  with  which 
fa«  Mw  ihe  purple-coloured  hood  »hv  wore,  floating 
in  the  breeze,  vanish,  as  she  lightlj-  tripped  round 
lite  hill  hrow,  may  be  well  imagined.  He  tnime- 
dialel;  hastened  to  pursue  her  track  from  the  foot 
of  the  slope  wimrc  h«  had  surveyed  her ;  but  iifter 
having  toiled  up  tlic  »tvcp,  he  saw  her  at  ihe 
furtlicr  end  ofa  long  valley  below,  followed  now 
by  the  Itine  which  she  bad  called  together  with  the 
Itoni  that  he  had  ju&t  beard,  and  which  he  now 
remembered  was  not  confined  to  Sw  itxerlund,  but 
was  eonimoa  aUo  in  the  mountains  of  C-'onnemara 
in  Ireland,  ai>d  other  moimtoinous  dihiricts. 

He  wn  for  awhile  orerwhelmetl  with  impatience 
niid  vexation  at  having  thus  lost  UiU  lovely  "hcrd- 
nrntfess,"  (for  such  be  took  her  to  be,)  and  stood 
watching  her  track  as  it  wound  along  the  base  of 
the  ridge  on  which  be  stood,  and  which  spread 
ouwfird  till  it  overhung  tite  waters  of  Ruttermerc 
The  rude  notes  of  tli«  horn  luu]  chaJIenged  tlte 
herd  to  the  hour  of  milking,  as  the  dny-bcam  had 
now  waned,  and  tlie  evening  star — that  Venus 
which  might  have  served  for  an  emblem  of  her  own 
beauty — shone  over  i>cr  rustic  but  bliasftd  task,  and 
smiled  on  her  as  the  divincst  object  it  looked  on. 

At  least,  so  thought  ilic  person  who  now  stood 
watching  her  track,  while,  s«-eiiig  that  ii  wound  in 
ft  direction  tow«rds  the  lake  and  at  tlic  back  of  tbe 
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ml)$e  wlieacc  he  looked,  lie  \xf^  locnicrtain  Inidc* 
that  he  miglit  j-et  Ri«ct  the  object  of  hu  luhniratinti. 
Nor  wn  bo  ilisappcMnlctl.  for  on  arriving  ai  ihs 
bottotn  of  the  height,  in  ihc  direcitoD  facing  Uuj  \akv, 
Ite  beheld  her  now  clove  nt  luind  ulvanHng  at  the 
Iteul  of  the  obcflicnt  lienl.  \o  form  of  runt  lovcli- 
nesB  lliat  ever  stw  its  t>eaiiiies  reflected  in  the  pure 
Arethiuan  fountains  it  bent  over  wax  ever  more 
beuttirnL  Nerer  did  Doric  reed  edrbnte  in  iu 
lorcDOtes  «  sweeter  ihemc  fur  iu  rustic  nioduhiliiin&. 
She  wore,  beneath  the  mantle  or  short  ckmk 
slrcady  described,  n  bodice  of  il»c  old  Lincoln  green 
colour,  surmounted  by  a  pink  kerchief  over  her 
boioni.  Her  smnll  fairy  foct  were  shielded  frtmi 
the  "rude  flint "  of  the  cnig  by  a  lort  of  «btn-t 
cooipaet  buskins,  worn  with  the  hair  ouuide ;  and 
these,  with  ■  blue  kinlc,  comiileted  n  costume  which 
no  maiden  of  Saxony  or  the  Swiw  nKitininim 
might  bare  disdatnei).  'Hiix  gear,  thoiij^h  ho«nelT, 
was  marked  by  ncnincM,  ami  tluU  grace  which 
everything  acquired  on  a  form  of  vo  niudi  lighl- 
ttew  and  muvemeuut  so  airy.  They  g:ive  all  U»e 
wore  a  lieiier  appenrnnce  titan  it  ]X)aae»ed  in 
itself;  and  not  all  the  fictitious  graces  that  an, 
that  modes  tlie  most  studied,  or  invention  the 
most  curious  could  dictate,  would  have  iwldetl  lutlre 
to,  or  enltanced  the  charm  in  which  nature,  un- 
adorned nature,  had  arrayed  her. 


CHAPTER  II. 


"  Tbt  fint  mild  touch  of  lytnpaiby  ud  iLoufht." 


*'Mt  beauiiliil  creatare,"  exclaimed  thesmuigcr 
M  he  approached  her,  "  would  you  direct  n)«  ihc 
Way  to  the  village?  for  I  have  lost  my  path  Jii 
mmhling  about  tliGsc  wikls,  uiid  account  myself 
happy  in  having  found  one  wlio  I  lliink  can  set  me 
riglil.  I  am  sure,"  he  added  to  hitDseir,  "  I  could 
follow  her  guidance  wherever  »hc  led  mc !" 

lu  saying  these  wordi,  the  stranger  arrived  at 
t)ie  bottom  of  dtc  hil),  and  stood  close  bcfora  the 
lovely  object  he  had  addrMsed,  greeting  her  at  the 
same  time  with  a  grnccfal  incltniition  of  the  head, 
as  he  raised  the  travelling  cnp  he  vrorc  from  his 
brow.  A  certain  cxcttsabic  interest,  no  less  than 
graceful  dcfvrencc,  might  luivc  been  detected  as 
characterizing  his  inquiry,  and  shewed  that  the 
admiration   he  had  conceived   for  llits  cltarming 
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intaoiHiidilai  wu  as  much  exprcMftl  in  !■■ 
[laddrets,  ai  uty  alleged  dwn  of  gniniiig  the  inlbiw 
i  iniition  be  Mked  of  her. 

On  h«r  pan,  she  knew  not,  at  first,   wlieibrr 
I  the  air  of  tlUtiitclioa  which  chnmcteriaei]  hiin,  or 
llhe   manly   gracea   of  U*   Agure   and   haailsomc 
ng  countenance,  pomemed  tb«  wonhicst  claim 
on  her  attention.     She  did  not,  as  it  the  case  with 
.muiT  of  her  closa  in  life,    form  hur  ntinube  of 
rllis  right  to  her  respect  b;  bis  dreat,  which  wa>  of 
the  pUineat  deacriptton,  consisting  of  (he  irarcllinK 
cap  jiut  mentioned  aa  doffed  in  hoooiir  of  ll«rs^lf, 
a  nding  co&t  of  rouj^h  blue  cloth,  a  plaid  waist- 
coat, and  trowsersof  brown  duck,  coming  down  low 
over  the  instepof  a  pair  of  short-ancle  booLi,  well 
calculated,  from  iheir  thickness,    (or   clamlwrinif 
over  the  rocky  hciglits  over  which  his  nunlilea  ex- 
tended ;    indeed,  n   Cuinliertimd    peat-cutter    or 
Flemish  boor  with  bis  lalntts  might  Ita^-e  viewed 
them  with  pardonable  jealoosy. 

It  b  rcaaoooble  to  suppose  that  ibe  ttmnger's 
manner,  engaging  and  deferential  as  we  have  des* 
cribed  it,  did  not  &il  in  tacitly  interesting  the  (air 
mountaineer,  wlio  insensibly  felt  Datlered  by  it 
OS  a  compliment  which  she  could  not  help 
bnng  coRscioas  was  paid  to  llie  power  of  tier 
diarnis.  Indepeiidi^ntly  of  this,  lliere  was  some- 
thing  so  different  in  the  style  of  address  she  now 
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expertenceil,  to  that  sh«  Iind  been  hitherto  accus- 
tomed to  meet  from  an^  of  ihooe  n»tic  admirers 
who  might  Itave  uttered  their  rude  compliments 
to  her,  that  the  "  novelty"  of  the  stranger'^  manner 
liad  ao  less  elTcct  in  engaging  her  attention  titan 
any  grace  or  distinction  that  marked  iL  In  fiKl, 
she  was  at  present  nildrcned  by  one  u-Ik)  to  the 
polite  air  of  ttie  nuui  of  tlw  world  combined  a 
<:omplctc  (and  possibly  dangrrouN)  understanding 
of  the  female  cliarncter ;  nnd  knew  well  bow  to 
flnlier  iiisuiisibly  its  worthy  self-love,  and  sway  its 
liffectiotiK,  too,  in  thnt  marked  respect  ond  defcr- 
ei>ee,  tempered  by  a  certain  tenderness,  which  wc 
have  witDes6cd  in  him.  Addri-sG,  air,  manner,  they 
speak  more  ttiaii  all  tlic  power  of  utterance  or 
ekM}uencc  in  Uic  world. 

And  »o  tlie  lovely  mountain-maiden  might  have 
fell;  yet  noiwitli«tHiiding  the  air  of  command  whicii 
belonged  naturally  to  him,  notwitlistanding,  too, 
the  h^itual  disguise  of  his  thoughts  and  feel- 
ings,— he  vrts  unable,  altogether,  to  cooecal  on  tltc 
present  occasion  a  certain  degree  of  cmbamusmrm, 
betrayed  both  in  his  oountcnauce  and  utterance, 
and  which  may  well  be  cxcusnl  a«  (he  effect  of 
those  clmriTi!!  whicli  hnd  »o  powerfully,  no  len 
thai)  Middiiiily,  asoiled  him.  'Hiis  embarrassment 
did  nut  detract,  indeed,  in  tl>e  estimation  of  the  fair 
herd-mtstreas   from  any  interest   inspired   by  his 
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■dilreas;  on  the  contrary.  It  might  have  incTrruMl 
it,  since  it  hat!  tlw  effort  of  betraying  to  her  iht 
secret  of  tlte  infiuence  her  chonns  pmscased  over 
him.  Id  effiicting  this,  it  restored  to  her,  in  no 
wiuil!  <]rgrct:,  her  confidence,  and  a  certain  beccim- 
ing  archness,  which  was  not  the  least  striking 
feature  of  interest  in  her  matincr,  and  which  dii 
tuid  at  &vt  felt  ■  little  shaken  by  the  awi-  with 
which   the  superior  bearing  of  (he   Mran);^  hail 

^JBipreiBcd  her.  In  taei,  she  mu  mtilered  »en- 
■ble,  to  ttse  the  expre«sion  with  which  her  nuiic 
frieiMls  would  have  nipplied  her,  "  that  the  gentle- 

tman  was  as  much  afraid  oTAer  aa  the  of  htm  ;"  or, 
other  nords,  that  Iw  stood  no  less  in  awe  of  l>er 
charms  than  she  on  her  part  c»ul()  feel  with  rc«pcct 
either  his  air  of  commaml  or  diitinction  of 
ring.  Accordingly,  lu  tlie  hlu«li  that  tike  n  tran- 
it  ^eom  of  light  had  played  over  her  sunny 
cltcek  faded  away,  she  raised  her  eyes,  which  hud 
been  for  a  moment  cast  down,  on  his  countenance, 
■s  ttus  archly  made  answer,  with  a  smile,  while  the 
laugblng  gTBoes  of  her  reply  rendereil  her  y«t  more 
bewiiditng  in  hts  eyes — 

"  \na  must,  iiide«l.  Sir,  be  at  a  loss  to  find  your 
way  !  Kince  you  cannot  discover  it  while  even  ll»e 
waten  of  the  roeer,  on  wlmse  brink  the  vilUgc 
stands,  d»ew  ttiemselves  through  the  break  of  yondrr 
ridge.     Nay,  the  lower  of  tli«  church  c«n  be  seen 

n  a 
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from  th«  spot  j-oo  were  standing  on  s  moment 
past;  and  the  road  winds  down  to  the  village  from 
Iheheiglit, — see,  Sir,"  (and  li«re  she  pointed  it  out,} 
*'  shewing  ituljl  «nd  kindly  snving  a  stranger  the 
trouble  of  mailing  inquiries  as  to  its  direction  !  Not 
to  dbcover  a  way  so  plain,  shews  indeed,  Sir,  yon 
must  have  been  at  a  loss." 

She  was  right,  perhaps,  in  the  exercise  of  her 
irony;  for,  in  good  trtitli,  the  stranger  himself 
would  have  confessed  that  if  he  Itad  not  lost  hit 
way,  he  would  have  been  glad  to  lay  llini  he  had, 
as  an  excuse  for  opening  a  conversation  with  tl>e 
obJMt  of  his  itdmiration.  He  replied,  smiling  in 
turn,  lis  he  fell  into  ihc  track  she  took,  and  walked 
by  her  side,  "  Indeed,  I  miut  have  been  dull  or 
Uind,  I  suppose !  but,  however,  I  csin-m  myself 
[liappy  in  my  want  of  perception,  since  it  lias  thrown 
me  on  your  guidance.  In  truth,  jou  niuy  make 
some  excuse  tor  me,  for  afler  I  tia<]  seen  yountdf, 
I  had  no  eyes  far  any  other  object, — no  tlionghi 
for  tlie  pursuit  of  any  other  track  than  that  which 
yon  follow  I" 

These  words  indeed  evinced  that  all  disguise  of 
the  interest  with  which  she  hod  inspired  him 
was  now  willingly  tlirown  aside.  Slic  laughed, 
however,  as  if  not  heeding  the  compliment,  tliough 
the  hitish  that  again  kindled  in  her  cheek  bespoke 
she  was  not  altogether  insensible  of  it,  while  she 
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on  "  humble  villnge  giri,"  as  she  had  hcneir  ex- 
preiAed,  yet  ihe  wii*  neither  wiilwut  her  pride  nor 
posit>iy  l>er  reoMiiu  for  keeping  ii  iti  view.  *'  You 
know  not,"  continued  the  Mranger,  while  he  pro- 
ceeded in  a  more  serious  tone  than  before,  and  with 
a  ugnificaace  that  occasioned  her  to  turn  her  eyes 
on  hiK  face  with  soincthlng  like  a  look  of  inquiry. 
*'  You  don't  know  what  a  person  tnay  he,  or  what 
hb  oonditiofi  or  circumstances,  bv  his  mere  outwnn) 
appearanou." 

"  We  cannot  know  people  on  a  first  acquaint- 
ance yon  should  miher  tay,  Sir,"  (tempering  ber 
fbrnier  archness  with  a  somewhat  gi-aver  air  also ;) 
"  fur  bumble  person  as  I  am,  you  arc  not  the  first 
gentleman  out  of  the  many  1  have  seen  as  visitants 
to  ibcfc  lakes,  and  therefore  I  cannot  mistake  you 
fcr  any  otJier  than  3-ou  are." 

The  stranger  involuntarily  bowed  his  l>ead,  and 
WW  <IIcRt  a  moment;  and  something  like  a  sigb 
escapctl  him  as  be  continued — 

"  'rhc  world,  circumstances,  the  misf(H-lune«  of 
many,  liie  adventure  of  some,  often  occasion  people 
Tarwusty  to  assume  shapes  and  characters  that  do 
not  helonjf  to  them,  llie  jwor  man,  for  instance> 
lliuu^h  of  superior  mind  aitd  feelings,  is  obliged  to 
play  a  part  and  appear  of  better  cMulition  ilutu 
he  U,  in  order  to  gain  respect  fix>m  the  world  and 
worldling! ;  while  the  rich  man,  on  the  other  biod* 
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is  often  (Ibguued  aoder  the  nutaotr  arraj'  of  i 
iag  poverty.  So  agua  \he  nun  of  gcDJiM,  mort 
repU;  wealthy  in  bis  mentaJ  fuve  tlun  the  pnltry 
miiuon  wboae  worldly  parade  is  lib  only  d«im  to 
respectability,  is  often  disngwdod  and  despiMd 
frum  the  hamililj-  of  his  oppearance.  The  IcnaTC, 
il»e  swindler,  litii  man  wlw  lives  by  dishonot  Beta," 
(and  bert!  hw  voke  wat  raised  and  his  nuttiiier  be- 
caoM  more  iinpa»ioD«(l,y  "often,  meflntinw,  bean 
about  him  the  appearance  of  diitineiion,  and  iro- 
pooesoD  the  world  he  perhaps  despiaes  and  secretly 
rrjoices  in  making  bis  dupe  I" 

"  Yes,  Sir.  all  this  is  no  tloubt  true,'sho  replied, 
"  and  in  your  placing  bcfon;  nic  ilio  arts  by  which 
tome  men  disguise  thtrir  characters,  you  coafirm  me 
ill  the  opinion  you  led  me  to  express, — excuse  me. 
Sir, — of  yourself^  as  regard*  appearances;  for  on 
oOB  but  a  gentleman  surely  could  express  himtelf 
or  think  and  feel  u  yuu  have  saggeried.  '("bere- 
fbre.  Sir,  tlwugh  you  might  choose  to  entertain 
yourself  by  ilu!  compliments  you  paid  mr  a  mo- 
ment ago,  he  auured  ihcy  do  not  blind  me  to  the 
sense  of  my  own  situation,  anil  the  distance  that 
exists  between " 

"  What  a  clever,  delightful  cruature  rfie  is  f" 
interrupted  the  slnnger  to  himself,  surprised  at 
finding  bo  much  prupriety  of  sentiment  und  Mipe- 
horiiy  of  expresiion   in  on  hamlile  village  girl. 
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**  You  have  A  good  scliool,  I  suppOM*  in  the  vil- 
lage?" h<-  Bilked. 

"No,  there  is  none.  There  i»  one  nt  Keswick, 
whicli  ifl  not  far  off." 

**  You  have  had  the  beoefit  of  some  education  ? 
Assuredly  you  must !    I>id  you  go  to  Keswick  ?" 

"  Nol  I  am  indebted  for  my  cilucntion  (n  better 
one,  I  think,  than  I  sltould  imve  gained,  perhaps, 
at  s  Tillage  school)  to  «  dergynuui  of  the  ati^tt' 
bouring  pftmh  uf  I^orton,  where  he  »till  resides, 
and  where  I  was  for  some  time  brought  up  when  a 
child." 

"  The  parish  of  Lorton  !"  said  the  stranger,  wit]i 
an  interest  he  was  unable  to  suppress.  "  M'hat  is 
the  clergyman's  name  ? — ^Js  he  »  curate  ? — had  he 
any  child?"  were  tlw  questions  he  asked  hurriedly. 

She  gazed  on  him  ttow  with  surprise,  as  she 
answered  his  questions  lu  briefly  as  liis  anxiety 
scemol  tu  demand. 

»  He  had  no  children  tliat  I  remember, — yes,  I 
belierc  he  had  a.  son  ;  but  he  died  abroad.  He  it 
a  cumte,  and  poor."  .  .  . 

..."  But  hit  ttame? — his  nunc?"  .  .  . 

"  Fen  Ion." 

"  Good  God  !"  exclaimed  the  stmnger,  and  wot 
nearly  sinkmg  back,  so  much  so  tltat,  had  he  not 
supported  himself  by  a  rude  mounlain-ash  bough 
tliai  protruded  itself  from  the  bankside,  he  would. 
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in  all  probabJU^,  have  &Ucn.  He  Kian,  however, 
eam«  lo  himseir,  sod  reaumnl  Itts  actf-pomeaaoa,  •> 
he  replied  to  her  inquiry  "  whcibcr  he  knew  Mr. 
Fenton?" 

"No,  no, — that  is, — I  bare  heani  of  him.  A 
good  man.  and  straggling,  aa  I  hare  been  infbrmvd, 
with  difficulties." 

**  He  b,  indeed,  a  good  man.  [  do  not  fpeak 
Trom  hi>  kindness  to  tnywlf  nione  !  He  was  erer 
the  Ikilter  of  the  unfortunate,  the  desiitatc,  in  his 
parish ;  or,  I  mnj-  My,  thr  whole  country  round. 
His  means  would  no)  sflord  him  liie  power  of  doing 
moch ;  but  be  erer  shared  his  little— he  ever 
'  broke  his  cnnt*— with  the  luflerer  that  asked  aid 
of  him." 

**  lU  recompensed  aa  excellent  being  !  I  knew — 
that  b,  I  mean,"  replied  the  stranger,  evading  tl>e 
amdmion  to  which  his  first  wonts  pmmtitird  to 
lead,  "  I  mean  to  $!iy,"hcounttntied,  half  speaking 
to  himself,  and  half  to  her,  •<  (hat  llie  inaiaace  of 

r.  FenUm  is  a  mebuidwly  illustratioa  of  the  nn- 
17  reoompenee  with  which  so  man;  of  oar  more 
exemplary  worken  in  his  vocation  arc  vEited  I  .  .  . 
But  we  are  now  near  tlie  Tillage  ;  it  is  close,  I  see* 
L*!  hand,"  be  added  abrtipily  to  hi«  fair  comrade. 

She  bad  been  insensibly  «n  nincb  engrossed  by 
the  interest  awakened  in  bcr  mind  from  the  Hr* 
cumstsncG  of  her  early  friend  and  educator,  Mr. 
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Fenton,  being  know-ii  (as  it  should  appear)  lo  ttic 
stranger,  tlial  sl>e  had  involuntarily  permitted  her- 
self to  continue  in  the  same  path  with  him,  widiout 
coimdering  at>out  the  ol»cr%-ation  that  might  pos- 
sibly be  drawn  upon  hvr  in  consequence  of  being 
seen  walking  side  by  vide  with  a  gentlcnmn  into  the 
village.  She  therefore  took  a<Ivantngc  ofn  turning 
which  led  by  a  raitter  more  circuitous  track  tlmn 
the  one  l>er<>re  them  into  the  village,  and  telling  ilie 
stranger  that  "  (Aw  was  her  way,  while  his  own  lie 
could  not  mistake,"  she  bade  him  good  evening) 
and  was  preparing  to  Icarc  him,  when  he  said — 

"  What  [  will  you  not  let  rac  accompany  you 
into  the  village?  I  had  many  things  tu  utk you 
about  the  spot." 

"  Of  all  lhn«e,  Sir,  ywi  will  be  nbic  to  gain 
itiliirmation  on  your  arrival  there.  ...  So  come» 
Fan !  come,  llossette  !"  she  exclaimeiil,  calling  to 
her  truant  cnltle,  as  she  again  proceeded  to  turn 
■way. 

"  But  can  you  not,"  continued  her  inierrogutor, 
wishing  to  detain  her,  "  cat)  you  not  recommend 
me  to  any  inn  where  I  can  be  accommodated  ?" 

■*  None  in  particular.  Sir.  The  few  that  there 
arc,  are  all  equally  bumble." 

"  But  I  think  I  have  beard  of  one  near  the 
border  of  the  lake,  witcrc  the  celebrated  Beauty  of 
Buttcrmcre  is  to  be  seen,— cb  f  though,  indeed,  I 
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he  was  at  length  roused,  it  was  at  the  ibottght  of 
her  mention  of  "  the  good  Mr.  Fenton,"  as  he 
was  deservedly  dcsignnted  throughout  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

The  spoil  of  her  heauty  at  once  ?iuiishcd  (for  s 
lime  ai  least)  from  his  semes  at  lliis  thought.  It 
seemed  as  though  the  lash  of  the  furies  had  stung 
him  to  the  heart  as  he  started  and  proceeded  for- 
ward with  unequni  pace,  now  hurried  and  now 
more  slow,  betokening  the  agitation  of  his  mitid, 
while  "  n  chaiigc"  had  come  ovor  his  countenance 
as  darkly  as  over  "  the  spirit  of  his  dream." 
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CHAPTER  in. 


«  YcmntMUomtafcMl  I  ihall,  by  jfmt  ftn«w,  bnryM 
fieapan^ U far u HwoImUi.'  Iia«k  WiLtoa. 


I 


The  irilectiom  Uui  agitaied  the  mxtnget 
shall,  by  and  by,  have  an  opportunity  of  Mtprm-J 
ing ;  At  present  they  were  uoiDcnUirily  fw^wnded^ 
by  his  GDdiog  hinwtlf  now  at  the  entraoee  of  the 
village,  and  be  atood  awhile  bentating  to  paia  inj 
threshold,  ■■  it  vere  anabk  u>  make  up  his  mind  ton 
Gnidi  his  ramhle,  so  beautiful  was  tJte  ereningi  and 
iavilittg  bim  io  its  calm  persuasion  to  linger  abroad 
a  abort  time  longer  ere  be  boused  him  for  the  nighu 
The  reflection  of  tho  sanaet  ^w  sbMl  its  burning! 
lustre  over  tl)c  mcer,  and  lit  It  up  in  one  brood 
sheet  of  ruddy  gold,  putting  him  in  mint!  of  the 
"  red  gold"  that  gliUers  in  ottr  old  balliuls,  so  gor- 
geously WH  it  nrmycd  in  its  wide  uiantlf  of  rrim-*! 
•on*    At  length  lie  turned  liitlessly  round,  and 
wandered  stowly  down  to  the  water's  edge,  pursuing 
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his  Stroll  along  the  bsnk,  snd  seeming  for  an  inter- 
val beguiled  of  his  bitterer  ttioughts,  and  deriving 
pleasure  from  ii  oontciii  pint  ion  of  the  beauty  of  the 
scenery  and  ihe  lwvelini-!t.s  and  n^iwsc  of  the  lake, 
which,  slumbering  as  it  did  ami<L'it  the  wild  atid 
craggy  gran<Ieur  of  the  heighu  that  form  its  barrier, 
well  illufitratcd  Byron's  picture  of  "  Beauty  lying 
in  ilic  Jap  of  Terror." 

..."  What  scenes  of  happiness,"  he  tliought 
to  himself,  "  exist,  if  our  minds  and  feelings  were 
not  so  war])cd  by  circumstances  ns  to  render  u* 
unable  to  enjoy  tliem — nay,  force  us  to  feel  that 
those  scene*  in  their  very  cheerfulneiis  do  but  mock 
us.  To  nu-  .  .  .  .  my  life  appeors  one  hideous 
drexm,  vhose  fears  I  sciircv  dare  relate  to  ilie 
solitude  here  around  nte  I — hunted,  pursued  from 
the  haunts  of  men  under  a  folnl  charge, — *  frighted' 
almost  at  my  own  sluidow,  in  my  too  just  sur> 
miscs  tlial  the  myrmidons  of '  doom'  are  waylaying 
n»e, — oonipelltfd  to  exist  under  one  perpetual  dis- 
gune !"  .  .  . 

lie  paused  a  moment,  and  sat  down  by  a  rock 
that  bowed  over  the  water,  and  looked  on  that 
tranquil  wave  and  scene  with  a  mingled  sense  of 
admiration  at  their  beauties,  and  regret  that  it  was 
forbidden  Aim  lo  sliare  the  repine  to  which  tliey  in- 
vited. He  was  not  insensible  of  the  mild  influence 
of  the  sol\  air  as  it  came  on  gentle  pinions  float- 
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of  security ;  for  to  thh  spot — to  tlie  remeinbranoe* 
of  my  childhood — I  sm  coerced — urged  byasortoT 
fale — it  maty  he,  a  fatality  I  I  might  have  escapeii 
to  B  foreign  shore, — I  tnight  have  sailed  for  Ante* 
ricu,  or  to  ilie  French  coast ;  but  some  destiny  for 
good  or  for  evil  whispered  u>  me,  and  irresistibly, 
to  oome  hither  V  And  his  tliotights  now  rocurring 
to  the  subject  of  Feiiton  and  the  ctiaracter  the  fair 
herd-mistrcss  had  given  of  him,  he  exclaimed,  "  He 
b  thvn  tlie  same  kind  and  indulgent '  friend  and 
rather*  of  all  around  him  (hat  he  ever  was.  ...  I 
yearn  to  go  lo  him — to  ssk  bis  forgiveness  lor  the 
wrong  of  an  earlier  day,  to  own  to  him  that  I  am 
....  No  I  tio!  Gracious  God,  no !  Whysltould 
I  contaminate  bis  fmr  numi;  with  the  trnpuiily, 
the  disgrncv,  that  attaches  to  niy  own — »t  l«nsl, 
the  name  lltat,  erewhile,  passed  for  tny  own.  I 
caiiiwi  I  I  must  not !  If  I  could  be  sure  of 
escape— of  security  from  deteclion^-of  freedom — 
why  tittn  I  might  gratify  such  an  inclination. 
Kventually  I  might;  hut  at  present,  I  fear  it  i:>  im- 
poasible  I  Impossible  I"  Ik  repeated  the  word  aloud 
in  a  sort  of  mental  agony,  where  all  struggle  of  doubt 
seemed  despairingly  overcome  by  the  painful  pros- 
pect of  some  doom,  the  contemplation  oi  which  at 
once  excited  his  anguish,  rcnwrse,  an<l  sliaiite ;  and 
which  he  miglit  attempt  indeed  to  evade,  yet  with 
but  precarious  Iiopes  of  success. 
Scarcely  had  the  sound  escaped  his  lips  Iwfore 
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he  was  startled  b;  a  fbotUep,  uuj  lookuig  round  lie 
perceiTed  a  pcrvon  vith  a  GshJog-nMl  attd  landing- 
net,  aiMl  oilier  implemeaUi  of  angling,  ootnii^  to- 
wards bim,  followed  by  a  lirer-cDtuurtd  woler- 
spanicl,  wkich  he  called  Bryan.  An;  one  who  had 
seea  ifaeanngei^s  facea  momvnt  before,  and  had  «il- 
UBcd  the  deep  and  panioaate  workings  of  anguish, 
shame,  and  alarm  portnyed  in  it,  would  scarcely 
Itai'c  believed  Uttiy  beheld  die  same  penon  wUen 
ib^  saw  ibe  appearance  of  Krenity  that  now  again 
took  [iiiMi  niiiii  of  his  countenance  as  he  louked  up 
in  the  face  of  the  angler  who  approadied  him, 
and,  wiiilc  he  tnaintainctf  his  seal  on  the  rock, 
answered  tlic  other's  salutation  with  an  inclination 
of  tbe  head  and  a  smile.  In  Gict,  suspicion  was 
baffled  in  his  presence  by  titat  calnitteas  and 
mingled  dignity,  that  cheerful  and  easy  franlcneai 
of  nanner.  which  he  linbitually  won^  and  which, 
if  it  had  nol  even  been  naural  to  him,  (which  it 
was  in  an  emiitcnt  degree,)  wouItThave  been  ren* 
dered  a  second  nnture  by  that  vigilant  exercise  of 
it,  which  woa  no  less  expedient  to  throw  sutpicioo 
oA'its  guard,  dian  it  was  agreeable  to  all  who  were 
broughl  in  contact  with  him.  To  look  at  ilie 
stranger,  and  uu^ine  from  his  appearance,  ad- 
drew,  and  bearing,  tlut  he  was  capable  of  a  di>- 
Durable  or  guilty  action  was  iinpossiUe. 
"  A  lovely  evening   this  for  fishing,"  he  aaid, 
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"  and  I  Oajre  say  ^u  have  had  u  g<xx]  day's  sport, 
Utougli  I  should  think  the  water  a  litUi:  too  clear 
ju«  here  for  the  trout  to  rise  readily  at  the  fly." 

The  auglcr  was  pktucd  to  find  from  this  remark 
that  be  had  fallen  in  (as  lie  imagined)  vith  one  who 
sppearn)  initiated  in  the  mysteriiai  of  the  angle, 
of  which  he  was  himself  a  tievoted  professor.  lie 
waa  no  light,  romnntic  stripling  visiting  these  wilds 
with  the  accompaniment  of  his  angle  rod ;  on  th« 
contrary,  his  appearance  indicntMl  that  he  wss  [mt 
the  middle  ngc  considerably,  and  his  figure  an<l 
bearing  were  niher  calculutetl  (o  inspire  a  fccUng 
of  drollery  tluui  any  <>ther  sensation.  He  was,  in 
a  word,  of  «  sitori,  pursy  stature,  and  waddled  in 
his  gait,  or  rather  "jolted"  forward,  (it  may  be 
said,)  the  rotundity  of  figure  he  bore  in  front 
weU  illustrating  what  Homer  calls  in  the  Odyssey, 
"  capacious  caverns"  in  the  corpulency  of  his 
goodly  person.  He  panted  like  a  decoy -iowier's 
spaniel  of  tlw  fSns  (or  his  own  trusty  Uryan  beside 
him),  fighring  his  way  through  the  stilT sedge  and 
weeds  of  tlic  bank  as  he  drives  the  ducks  before 
him.  Our  angler's  stumpy  legs  and  rotund  figure 
gaiived  an  additional  clumsiness  of  appearance 
Prom  ilie  slion  sninll>clothes  and  tight  gaiters 
whidi  exhibited  in  exact  symmetry  those  substan- 
tial •<  logs"  which  Ik  called  "  l^s."  The  little 
bulk  of  his  upper  nun  wa»  as  closely  incased  as 
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the  lowvr,  aod  bmnniingl;  tct  ofT  {n  a  than 
velveteen  fibooting-jitdcft,  wliich,  when  flunp  open, 
exhibited,  ks  if  in  rmtilnlinn  of  the  niddy  orb 
itadf  of  (lay,  tltcmmMin  rotuniliiy  of  hia  waisicosi 
bulging  over  a  penun  ihat  furccti  it  out  to  iu 
foil  tension.  To  reganl  ii,  ycm  would  ima^c 
it  mml  bunt  ttsandcr;  but  thiti  coiiMqiicooo  wm 
prevented  by  the  proud  resistance  of  m  row  of 
KUgar-loaT  gilt  and  d»scd  buttons,  which,  gluwiiig 
over  tilts  mpitrious  eminence  of  crimson,  arrayed  it 
in  Mklitional  lo^lre.  A  colourn]  kcrcfaier  girt  the 
throat  of  the  little  Doctor,  («o  was  he  called,  having 
taken  out  n  Scotch  diploma  of  "  M.D.,")  and 
nith  a  straw  brood^brimmcd  hnt  on  liU  bead,  ibiM 
arrayed  and  accoutred,  be  used  to  tally  forth  on 
his  lavourilc  cxciirtion  of  angling,  hh  range  being 
between  Crumnock,  Bultcrmere,  and  Keswick, 
which  last  plnce  was  liis  beod-^uarlers. 

The  portrait  of  Dr.  Eulaile  (such  was  his  name) 
would  be  scareely  crHnplele  w)il>Dut  a  kkclch  of  his 
countenance  in  addition.  Tbb,  at  a  geiteral  view, 
ynu  would  pronnuace  very  much  like  a  large, 
swelling  and  Menniiiig.  round  plum-pudding;  for 
the  bonesi  ruddy  brown  of  lU  ground,  and  the 
freckles  lliat  Epan^led  it,  made  it  kxik  for  oil  the 
world  jufii  like  the  abovc-menlicmwl  joyous  C'hrUl- 
mns  fare,  studded  with  its  counilca  plums.  Add  to 
this,  a  little   snub   nose,  dabbed  like  an  effigy  of 
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putty  tipan  i)i«  fiice,  a  pair  of  scAtit^-  red  whtxkcr?, 
and  g(KK)'liiintoiirMl,  small,  light  blue  eyes,  and 
yuti  hiive  Uie  Doctor  before  you  to  the  very  lire. 

Siicli  was  the  appt-aranwi  of  this  medical  and 
pisratoriiil  oddity :  yet  there  was  no  one  who,  after 
convening  with  him,  did  not  like  him,  and  feel  sen- 
sible  of  ihe  influence  of  that  froo<l'l)umour  which 
his  counteimnce  promised,  and  his  cheerfulncHofi 
mannvr  inibwquenily  conSrmetl. 

"  You  say  truly,"  he  replied  to  ihe  stranger's 
rwnark  ;  "the  water  is  much  loo  clear  just  lierc; 
and  noiiiing  but  a  net  will  ever  secure  a  char  or 
trout  in  ibL-i  part  of  ihc  mcor." 

"A  char?  What,  then,  this  is  the  rettowncd 
prey  yon  seek  in  this  water  ?  I  did  not  know  it  was 
an  inhabitant  of  tlm  lake." 

"  V'es  it  is :  but  not  so  fine  as  in  Conision.* 
Do  twt  imagine,  however,  I  have  been  wasting  my 
time  in  trying  to  hook  a  fish  in  the  meer  itself,-~nOi, 
no ; — it  is  in  rnmler  little  slreamt  that  runs  into  it 
just  at  lluil  creek,  ihnt  I  have  been  plying  my 
angle,  and  with  what  success  von  shall  judge." 

SoM)'ing,  Doctor  I'JKlnile,  while  he  placed  hts 
tackle  down,  and  bid  Brvan  crouch  down  in  the 


*  In  Uiit  litka  Dm)  flatkl  chai  arr  fouixl :  ihou  of  Ulltwiur 
are  ilw  lowai  in  repute.  Tli«  nuuti  tiUo  of  \\'iiidenuere, 
Wtainsicr.  Orumnock,  and  Bulttinifn,  conlxiiD  thcBi. 

■f  In  Ub  Mmn  il  th«  Lmma  tail  of  Scale  Force. 
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sedge  by  the  side  of  il,  deiilivratelj'  wiped  his  brov 
with  »  capncious  brown  silk  lutndlcerchiiH',  and  smeil 
himself  on  the  bonk  near  his  new  Mqiuintiince. 

Tilts  person  «  oaos  (bund  the  way  u>  ht«  heart, 
byappcnringlutakeaciccp  inlprest  in  Uic  subject  of 
the  diar,  which  now  the  Doctor  proc«:d«I  to  exhi- 
bit  with  ull  the  pride  Tell  by  iIk  cnpior  and  con- 
queror of  so  wity  and  difficult  a  prey.  And  wc  nay 
here  observe,  thai  one  of  ifa«  nrtK  of  tlic  uran^ 
was  to  make  all  he  fell  in  wiili  phmwiT  witli  liim. 
"  Ue  glided,"  as  Dryden  says,  "  unfelt  into  iheir 
secret  hearts."  Like  Alcibiades,  (though  in  a  more 
contracted  sphere  of  action,)  bo  adapted  himself 
with  uoomnimatc  address  and  natural  cose,  to  hU 
taftea,  and  was  unilbrmly  a  rurountr  with  all  whom 
he  Iiad  ever  encountered — exu-pt,  indei-d,  il  need 
scarcely  be  ailded,  those  whom  he  IukI  wronged,^ 
those  few  whom  peril  and  necessity  compelled  him 
to  avoid,  (as  we  have  been  enabled  wt  Ivnict  to  glean 
from  the  avowal  that  has  U-vn  uverbeiird  to  cscapo 
hiiD,)  in  nicb  retreats  of  security  as  tlint  which  he 
now  hoped  he  had  discovered. 

Another  art  he  pontessed  was  that  of  ditcerning  at 
a  glanccalmost,  the  ctuiracterof  llie  person,  wliocvcr 
he  might  l>e,  with  wttoni  he  came  in  oontnct.  Self- 
prcserrniion  rendered  sticli  discrimination  neces- 
tBtj,  though,  on  tlie  present  occasion,  be  was  glad  to 
feel  there  was  not  much  twed  of  its  exercise ;  for  h« 
c  8 
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was  salisfied  that  there  was  little  ilnnger  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  companionship  uf  the  good- 
humoured  Doctor ;  and  as  he  surveyed  tht*  worthy 
himwlf  with  a  grin  of  sati&Taction,  in  opening  tiic 
perforated  tin  box  which  held  the  Ssb,  in  order  to 
exhibit  tlic  trophti-s  of  his  sport,  he  ouuld  not  help 
regarding  him  willi  somelhiiig  like  n  smile  of  con- 
tempt,— it  might  he  conipaiAion, — to  think  that  a 
being  existed  who  apptiarcd  to  have  no  care  in 
the  world  beyond  (be  anxteiy  of  securing  a  good 
day's  amusement  with  his  angle  rod  t 

"  There  r  said  the  Doctor,  giving  forth  his  whole 
soul  in  the  moiKMylhiblc.  "  There  T'  he  Baid,  ex- 
ullingly  producing  a  splendid  fish  from  tlie  wei 
mosses  that  the  box  was  inlacod  with  like  a  wster- 
f(>wl's  lair,  dashed  with  t)te  dews  of  tltc  river  that 
hurries  past.  "  Now,  jo^it  look  I — tliat  is  a  Gsh  that 
will  do  your  eyes  good  to  dwrll  on  !" 
"  A  couple  of  pound  weight  at  IcaM  f 
**  Yes ;  and  the  dutr  seldom  exceed  diat  in  either 
the  mcer  here,  or  the  brook  in  which  I  have  been 
fishing.  liul  if  you  admire  it  as  it  looks  in  /iropriu 
naturalibvt,  which  means  uNdressed.  and  wittiout 
any  satice  but  the  dews  of  the  brook  on  it,  what  wUl 
you  say  when  you  see  it  teeming  and  steaming  in- 
vitingly before  you  in  tlie  savoury  richness  of  sauces 
aiding  its  own  flavour  I  It  were  a  banquet  for 
Epicurus  !  Imagine  it,  my  dear  Sir,"  exclaimed  tbe 
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little  Doctor,  warming  in  his  entliu&Unn,  and  ex- 
hibiting to  the  fitrangcr'a  amusement  anotlicr  irnit 
in  his  character,  namely,  that  of  gastronome,  in 
BtMition  to  that  of  nngler,  *'  Imagine  it,  I  my, 
inviting  tbo  impatience  ofyoor  pahiie  to  luxuriate 
in  it*  richness — the  rare  comhinntion — tbc  mingled 
svrcetnem  vntl  tlvJicacy  of  the  fi«h,  aidml  by  the  ex- 
ciUng  piquancy  uf  thv  uucc  (  tiopc  to  put  to  iL 
Oh!  tltc  palate  tingles  at  the  thooglit!"  And  tbo 
little  oonviviiklict  wait  well  nigh  capering  in  fotuy 
at  ihc taroiuy  images  his gnuniiimdifcoonjural  up; 
while  hi*  companion  could  nut  KUpprtw  a  laugh  m 
lie  replied — 

"  Upon  my  word,  you  must  excuse  mc  for  being 
a  little  surprise)  to  hnir  you  thus  eloquent  on  a 
tbcin«,  no  doubt  very  inviting,  but  not  such  ns  I 
had  imagined  the  contemplations  of  anglers  had 
iwually  embraced  !  I  luul  Tancied  that  nil  brothera 
of  the  angle  were  of  the  contemplative  scl>oot,  and 
confined  their  dreams  to  (be  phili>«uphy  and  quiet 
wir-commuDe  which  the  genius  of  solitude  inspired 
amidst  the  pen»vcness  nnd  tranquillity  of  Kques- 
tered  brooks  and  shadowy  banks  .  .  .  where  th« 
hollow  sound  of  falling  wiiiers,  the  hum  of  inwda 
floating  throttgh  the  lambent  lustre  of  azure  air, 
or  the  tinkling  of  sltevp  bells  over  the  distant  henth, 
alone  broke  tbc  grateful  silence  .'"  .  .  . 

"  Capital !  capital  I"  iatcmipted  the  little  Doc- 
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lor,  laughing  witli  nil  hts  clinractcristtc  goodhumoar 
at  his  companion's  iitHiy,  nit  iIk  liuu-r  proceeded 
in  the  same  vein.  .  .  . 

..."  Not  lo  mention  all  lho«e  pretty  reflec- 
tions suggested  by  the  ftsli  catching  the  bait,  just 
aa  worldlings  do  the  Itirex  aitd  bnits  of  vanity  ! — 
with  a  host  of  otIuT  etjuiklly  swhiciivc — or,  if  you 
please,  tiodutive — dreams.  Add  lo  this,  the  sad 
compunction,  uU  the  while  you  are  torturing  the 
fisb,  tliAt  you  nre  ko  compelled  to  lacerate  the  poor 
thing's  jaw'H  for  your  own  amusement !" 

..."  Hold,  bold,  my  friend,  there  you  are 
mistaken,  and  must  absolve  mc  and  my  brethren  of 
tliis  compunctiout  whimpering  and  reid  cruelty  ! 
For  know,  Mr.  ISatiriu,  ihat  loving  the  dear  fry  too 
much  to  hurt  ihcm>  I  am  tijippy  at  thinking  that 
ihey  feel  no  pain  from  my  hook,  which  stick*  in 
the  leathery  xubilnnce  of  the  mouth,  where  no 
nerres  are,  anil  consequently  no  pain  !" 

«  Well  said !  I  am  glad  to  hear  such  is  the  case, 
and  can  now  give  tlic  *  gentle  angler'  credit  for 
somewhat  less  cunt  than  I  luid  hitherto  been  inclined 
to  attacl)  to  bim  !" 

"To  be  sure !  lo  be  sure  I  You  will  find  us 
brothers  of  the  angle  no  such  '  placid  tonnetiters'  as 
you  imagined ;  and  with  respect  lo  '  contemplative 
habits,'  on  which  you  descanted  in  such  brave  terms 
a  moment  past,  why,  I  may  say,  '  so  I  am  (bod  of 
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coaicmplatioa  I'—very  fuod  ;  thuugli,  I  am  wiUiug 
to  own,  lliat  my  piicatortal  mtuingi  hare  generally 
a  hankering  nftcr  Uioae  xarourr  protp«cta  which  I 
jnst  t»w  ponrsycd,  aiiil  whidi  1  h(ip«,  crt  the  day 
cloKs,  to  mtiK»  ogreeubly  renliied  !  Ai  for  ifac 
philovophy  merely,  aiid  reflecuon  lluU  *  shntkiwy 
broukx,  niunnurliig  fklis,'  fi;c.  iiupiiv,  I  leave 
thoc  to  tli«  inoru  sublime  votoriMs  of  Meaan.  Iziuk 
Walton,  Couon,  &  Co." 

*'  I  Me  you  are  an  '  original'  amongtt  tJie  angling 
Iriiteniity,"  otMerTed  his  companion,  smiling. 

"  Asmretlly  I  am  tw  ruminating  or,  at  least, 
*  putient  angler'  os  Pope  says,  but  a  very  I'mpaiiiMit 
oae — very  eager  to  catch  my  game  by  all  the  lun-f 
of  block  gnat,  dun,  nuty,  and  palmer  Hy ;  and  for 
a  ground  bait,  a  gnuslHtpper  or  cad  are  my  deli}{hL 
You  are  an  anglu*  yourBelf?"  added  tlie  Itule 
man,  k»king  up  in  the  stranger's  ftcc  with  a  brand 
grin. 

»  Oil  yes !— a  little,"  wa«  tl«  reply. 

«  Wdl  said !  I  thought  so.  Wtr'll  Imvc  n  day's 
Gsbiog,  then,  togctlicr.  But  timt  we  will  uirango 
in  due  time,"  .  .  .  continued  tl>e  liule  man,  buxy 
now  b  replacing  his  fwh  in  ilie  tin  Imx.  .  .  . 
*•  Are  ilicy  not  bcauti«  !  .  .  .  No,  no  '."  he  pro- 
ceeded a  moment artvr,  »  I  am  no  •dreamer'  U'hil«t 
I  Itave  80  angle  rod  in  my  hand ;  and  I  will  conltM 
my  exercice  of  it  b  not  so  much  (or  the  mere  amu«e- 
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mcnt  of  tl>e  'f;eiille  crait*  as  tlte  luxuriouii  chiur 
repast  I  look  forwai'd  lo  as  its  ren-ard  !  .  .  .  And 
what,  pray,"  added  tire  ton  vivant  with  a  naive 
look  of  inquiry,  "  should  a  mau  come  to  this  place 
for,  iiiilesa  it  were  for  this?" 

His  compnnion  could  not  forbear  another  smile. 
"  Oil  I"  he  calmly  replied,  "  adi&h  of  char  is  a 
very  desirable  thing,  and  which,  no  doubt,  would 
whet  a  man's  nppelite  for  a  visit  to  tli«  lakes.  How- 
ever, 1  will  plead  guilly  to  not  having  thought  of 
this  in  my  wanderings  hitherto,  which  were  merely 
to  enjoy  llie  lake  scenery — " 

"  Until  /  taught  you  better ;  come,  confess  it. 
Oh,  1  am  glad  you  have  fallen  in  with  me  !  What 
matters  the  '  outside'  of  tiic  hdtc,  or  the  beauties  of 
scenery,  if  you  cun't  liavv  tome  agreeable  recreo- 
don  aAcr  yourfatiguc?  'lite  lack  of  which,  many, 
I  can  promise  jxiii,  luire  experienced  in  their  un- 
wary and  too  ndvcniunut*  ramblcK.  Fine  Kcncry 
is  doubtless  a  fme  thing  I  fine  tlwiights,  too,  ar« 
mighty  sabltmc  and  divine ;  but  a  fine  well-dressed 
char — every  other  contemplation  vanities  at  the 
ibought  I  So,  riaf  prttio  !  let  us  to  the  village. 
If  you  admire  their  ridi  ruddy  tint,"  added  the 
iacetious  little  man,  as  he  opened  the  gills  of  one 
of  his  victims,  '*  as  you  see  them  now,  what  will 
you  say  when  they  arc  cooked  i  witen  (as  I  shall 
sliew    you)    no   Multcw   onnge,    with  its   rich 


JAMSS  O&mELD. 


33 


am   faming  on 


crimson  glow,  can  surpass  titem.     Come  I  my  way 
is  towards  the  village ;  and  jour 

"  Is  in  that  direction   too.     I 
mjf  way  throu^,  tnercly." 

"  Miglit  1  make  bold  to  ask  if  you  bav«  any 
particular  destination  i*  Indeed,  tbcro  is  but  one 
(lecent  inn  in  th«  plaoir," 

"  No  indeed  I  X  ifaall  proceicd  to  acme  inn — I 
believe  it  is  one  lookinf;  on  the  nictT.  I  expect 
some  bi^Q^age  to  be  aeiit  for  tnc  tlicru,  and  liien  am 
ODcertaiu  wliea  I  shall  proceed. " 

"  So  you  arf  bound  for  the  inn,  tlien  ?  I  esteem 
myself  happy  in  being  aide  to  conduct  yoti  t)ier«. 
At  no  place  can  you  be  belter  accommodated  iltoii 
tbe  '  Traveller'a  Ilest ;'  and  if  you  will  alTonl  me 
the  pleaaore  of  your  MKieiy*  I  may  beg  in  t«> 
turn  that  you  will  sutUfy  your  curiosity  in  tasting 
the  cliar,  wludi  you  will  not,  perhaps  havw  a  bet- 
ter opportunity  of  doing  in  your  way  Uirou^li  ihii 
region,  to  wliich  they  belong  almost  excluiiiTcly. 
We  shoald  always,"  continued  (lie  Doctor,  with 
a  merry  grin  and  most  important  air,  "  alurayR 
honour  the  festive  cbarlcr  of  any  place  through 
which  wc  paw." 

"  Awurcdly,"  interpotcd  the  siranger,  smiling  i 
"and  I  never  poM  through  Uanbiiry  without  re- 
membering  iu  cakes,  —  ihroogh  Burton  without 
quaffing  a  draugiu  of  it»  ale,  —  through  Epping 
c  3 
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wtthont  regaling  myself  with  a  chicken  well  flank- 
ed wilh  iu  sausages, — and  now—" 

— "  You  are  acting  witli  laudable  con^iutency  in 
doing  Iionour  to  the  char  of  the  meer !"  interposed 
his  companion,  laughing,  as  they  proceedetl  walk- 
ing side  by  side,  and  had  now  reached  the  village, 
followed  by  Bryan.  .  .  ."I  shall  be  most  happy,"  he 
added,  '*  to  join  you ;  and  if  I  mistake  not,  tlie 
sign  floating  in  tli«  air  tliat  comes  up  so  refreshp- 
ingly  irom  tlic  water  should  be  the  spot  trf  our  des- 
tinalion." 

In  fact,  M  it  was.  A  few  puecs  nture  brought 
ihcm  in  front  of  the  "  Traveiler'*  K«st."  to  which 
pretty  little  hosielrie  the  Doctor  hastened  Imstcp 
in  eager  anticiptuion  of  the  savoury  joys  tn  which 
his  soul  vrta  now  centereil ;  while  the  stronger 
paused  to  take  one  morv  view  of  tlw  lovely  waters 
of  the  nHX-r,  and  the  rich  foliage  along  ittt  mar- 
gin, tliat  sceined  to  dream  over  the  wave  through 
the  softcncil  light  of  evening;  and  he  then  fol- 
lowed his  companion  slowly  to  the  tlinslic^d. 
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TnE  •<  Traveller's  Rest"  did  uot  uke  m  deaignft- 
tion  iiuippropriale  lo  ibe  character  it  really  poi- 
Mtmei  ;  in  whivli  respect  it  was  Imiilaljly  iliMiRiilitr 
U)  tlie  ttau])ce«  uf  suiidry  mure  inutlcra  specitneni 
of  dotnesiic  ardiitecture  wliicli  purmle  in  llieir 
fraatt  tlie  iJluring  Ulle  "  Belle  Vae  Terrace,* 
where  nothijig  b  to  be  seen  boL  n  iK-ad  wall ;  or 
«  Monnt  Punidi«e,"  or  "  Plcssunt  IU.w,"  wlirm 
notbiog  prcMnu  itseU*  more  "  dcvntcd,"  in  the 
one  instance,  tliuii  a  heap  or  Iwu  of  rubbUh,  scat- 
tered in  unseemly  oonfusion  over  "  groand  let  do 
building  leases,"  —  or  more  "  piciuwnt  "  in  the 
other  ihao  a  brick-kiln,  regaling  tliu  neighbour- 
hood with  its  perpetual  tribule  of  smoke,  stench, 
and  xutTocaiion.  Unlike,  again,  ilic  "  self-recom- 
mending"  attribute  which  may  be  wilaesswl,  for 
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exsioplei  10  those  voIiini(»  whose  chief  claim  to  at- 
traction is  in  the  floiiri»)i  of  tlic  title-page,  the 
"  Travclli:i-'!>  Ucst"  did  not  M'tv  thv  prombc  b«ld 
out  by  il5  frontJKpiece,  by  any  (lerulcHtioii  ofgood 
cbecr  and  noconimodation,  on  an  cxpcrimciit  being 
made  of  its  internal  economy.  Tuntiilizing,  indeed, 
would  it  have  been  if  such  defalcation  lutd  ex- 
isted ;  for  tile  *'  outward  sign,"  ilie  pictorial  "  fron- 
tispiece," was  most  *'  inviting,"  and  suggested  tlie 
blandest  associations  of  recruital  and  repose,  la 
it  you  might  witness,  portrayed  by  tlie  village  Os- 
tadc,  tbc  figure  of  an  honest  wayfarer  seated  be- 
iieatli  a  canopy,  copied  from  the  porch  of  tlic  little 
inn  itself,  while  the  rural  interest  of  the  scene  was 
heightened  by  a  back-ground  of  the  Borrodolc 
hills,  whcra  the  moon  sailing  "high  in  fetlier" 
(wIhieo  "  Bubcerulcan,"  by-the-bye,  was  somewhat 
washy,)  suffideotly  indicated,  after  the  sublime 
Jsshion  of  Uogarth,  the  late  period  to  which  the 
Mud  wayfarer  had  protracted  his  rambles  prcvi- 
ously  to  courting  repo»c.  The  smoke,  meantime, 
from  his  pipe  certainly  remlcred  it  doubtful  whe- 
l]ier  the  moon  was  intended  to  shine  clear  imd  un- 
sullied, or  whether  that  iiplcndid  effect  was  to  be 
produced  of  which  the  retwwncd  Sylvester  Dag- 
gerwood  was  so  ambitious,  when  he  [>ara<led  in 
his  prospectus  of  scenery,  amongst  otlier  etTective 
items  ia  his  playbill — "  the  mooii  behind  a  cloud  T' 
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Such  wa&  the  scene  in  the  oniworks  or  prawe- 
niitm  of  our  theatre  of  repose  ;  anil  swinging  aa  it 
fliJ,  not  o»  a  sioglc  post,  but  anapendetl  between 
two,  might  have  awakened  certain  unplennnt 
ideas  of  a  gallows  in  the  minds  of  tboee  who  were 
thioishly  or  rvloniotuly  inclined  ;  conseqoentlf, 
like  Svldeii't  distich*  over  his  door,  it  wanted  away 
all  i>dariom  characters  by  tliutsignilicuoi  mcmmtOi 
no  lew  impreaivdy  tlian  it  invited  all  worthy 
*'  licgw"  lo  march  into  ll>e  porch  and  seek  the 
rccruitol  the  houw;  aiForded.  Of  coumc  it  is  not 
meant  to  insinuate  tliat  ideas  so  disagreeable  sug- 
gested themselves  lo  either  of  the  persons  now  be . 
fi>re  tl>e  bosielrie,  or  even  if  it  wpre  possilile  they 
could  have  so  arisen,  yet  the  smiling  nealncaii 
prettiness,  and  order  of  the  boose  hself  and  its 
frontage  of  garden,  would  liave  been  sufficient 
to  dissipate  them. 

The  porchway,  which  was  deep,  and  Gtteil  with  a 
rmle  bench  on  cither  udc  for  the  swains  tliat  regaled 
ihem  there,  was  cnixipieil  over  with  the  clusteriiigex- 
aberanceof  llic  cuiivulvulus,  while,  pink, and  violet- 
streaked,  whose  tendrils  drooped  down  over  tlie  arch 


*  "Gnius.  boiM«t  mitii oon  cUudu  iait«  ««ihq<M, 
fat  abca*  aero  tuiu  lacu  loduu  ubi." 
Ifcc  nidcr  laar  ite  iJhw  <lbtich,  csrv»d  bf  the  baad  of  StU«a, 
-  the  door  of  tha  ooua««  wUcte  be  wai  ban,  at  the  vUt^a 
P«f  Stnagieo,  ia  Suutab 
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ia  front,  and  straggling  into  tliu  interior  of  the 
porch,  pmrtinlly  roofi'd  it  m  well.  Over  the  walle  of 
ihe  house  the  vine  «nil  an  ancient  iieur-trec  with  a 

[-nanive  mggcd  slcm  fornten)  a  rich  mantle  in  front; 
and  over  tlic  sides  the  verdure  of  tJie  hop  lux- 
uriated and  n-oTU  it»  way  in  at  tJie  casements, 
while  half  wny  up  die  wall  the  yellow  and  crini- 

[jton  nastunium  also  ran.  The  garden,  which  sur- 
rounded in  its  lively  sweep  the  whole  circuit  of 
llie  bouse,  was  cliieHy  extended  at  its  back  j  and, 
here,  along  the  walls  of  tlic  lower  rooms,  there 
was  a  verandah  of  green  painted  trcllis-work,  fes- 
tooned over  witli  the  China<tx»c  and  woodbine, 
and  to  which  access  was  given  from  the  house  by 
a  gtais  door.  From  the  verandah  you  stepped 
npoa  a  bowling-green,  on  which  it  was  luxury  to 
set  foot,  so  soft  and  vclvel-likc  was  it.  A  Persian 
poet,  in  speaking  of  a  piece  of  lawn  such  as 
tilts,  calls  it  "  soft  OS  silk."     We  Europeans  are 

[■uisJiod  with  tlte  more  comnKin  "  velvet"  simile, 
which  expresses  the  notion  of  smoothness  better 
than  all  tlic  silk  in  a  sultan's  wardrobe.  At  the 
end  of  diis  verdant  carpel,  a  venerable  miilbcrrj'- 
trcc  on  otic  side,  and  a  huge  walnut-tree  on  the 
othci-,  afibrdcd  a  canopy  where  many  a  rustic  meet* 
ing  was  hehl,  and  many  a  friendly  conic&t  at  skit* 
ties  or  bowls  instituted. 

As  a  boundary  to  this  lawn,  and  ihe  garden  loge- 
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tber  with  ti,  a  broolc  urged  itt  coarw,  heightening 
the  rural  duirm  iukI  peaceful  spell  of  the  spot  hv  the 
rude  munnur  of  its  babbltOgL  llw  traant  atream 
brawled  along,  ni^ngiU  be*dlong  coarse  over  huge 
tlflba  of  black  rock,  and  IbnDiiig  many  a  cascade  as 
jKNi  regarded  its  fax  progreas  Avin  Uic  hills  behind, 
till  it  swept  pan  along  the  level — a  nutivti  niin- 
bler,  lluu  not  even  the  "  Trareller't  ItcM"  could 
pemuuJe  to  stay  or  slacken  its  pace.  Krum  iL« 
margin  the  Jris  and  vnter-lily  looked  on  them- 
selves in  tlie  cr>-<tal  mirror  of  tlic  ftood,  while  the 
rude  stream  dashed  the  loi^  liJy  treeaes  about 
wiiii  its  wanton  current,  though  the  flowers  smiled 
on  ic»  rtideue»  the  while,  as  they  tinlod  with  their 
reflected  hues  its  clear  translucent  suriace. 

Perhaps  now  and  then  the  ntcrry  voices  of 
the  players  at  bowb  would  startle  the  moorbtm, 
where  it  lurked  amidst  the  yellow  osier  items  and 
ricb  luxuriant  sedge lliat  Cringed  l)te  bank;  oraome 
■tray  bittern,  it  might  be,  would  spring;  fortli, 
miiiglinji;  (delightful  discord!)  its  shrill  cry  wiili 
tlie  laugh  of  the  rustic  revellers,  and  ilie  rude 
mhutrelsy  of  tl>e  pipe,  ubor,  or  viol,  iliat  pro- 
voked tlie  dance  over  tlie  twartl.  And  dien  die 
flower-borders  wiili  which  die  tawu  was  cncom- 
paaaed,  what  studious  neatneas  did  they  exhibit  1 
"  Surely  some  more  than  ordinarily  cunning  hand 
had  shaped  and  superintended  them,"  thought  the 
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Stranger,  ns  he  glanced  round  on  ihcnt.  There 
the  gooil  old-fashioned  stinflovrer,  (old-fashion«d 
now,  hut  nui  ut  lli«  time  of  which  uc  speak,)  the 
carnation,  l)ul»ani,  roue,  and  sweet-wiUinm,  com- 
bined witli  injuty  a  shruh,  and  many  a  humble 
flowret — heart's-ease,  and  bachelor's  button,  and 
vioK-t,  and  hly  of  the  valley — to  add  beauty  to 
|])e  spot  and  bnim  to  the  air. 

If  such  vas  the  picture  of  rural  repose,  neat- 
ness, and  charm,  that  tlie  exterior  of  die  Travel- 
ler's Rcfit  presented,  it  was  well  supported  by  tliat 
which  its  internal  economy  now  exlilbiled  to  the 
stranger,  whose  attention  it  excited  more  than  the 
little  Doctor's,  the  latter  having  been  a  constant 
visitor  at  the  hosteirie  on  many  a  previous  char- 
fisliing  and  eating  expedition. 

"  A  delightful  little  inn,  indeed !"  said  the 
stranger,  as  he  entered  a  small  and  comfortable 
room  called  "the  parlor,"  at  the  back  of  the 
bousc^  and  looking  upon  tlic  verandah  and  bowl- 
ing-green just  describtil.  Into  this  apartment 
"of  honour"  the  compnnions  were  ushered  by 
tltc  landlady,  Mrs.  or  "Dome"  Wctltcrby,  as  slie 
was  called  in  the  Tillage. 

"  Excessively  neat  I"  continued  the  stranger  to 
Dr.  Eadaile,  as  he  glanced  round  tlie  apartment, 
"  and  evidendy  bears  marks  of  good  housewifery  I 
It  is  surely  indebted  to  some  more  eminent  hand 
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for  thb  quiet  cfl«ct,  aay,  ^ven  el^ince  of  it»  sr- 
ntigement,  I  might  my,  Uian  ia  onluurijy  ut  be 
meed  in  these  rustic  <  hotpiiia !'  No  coloured 
dsuba  on  tbe  wails  uf  bhephenlesEca,  in  black  nnd 
gilt  &ameSi — no  span-gUiS  poodles,  anil  miniature 
woodeo  flowcr-pots.  Thera  u  ■  chaste  aentncK 
and  tsstc  prcrntling  ihnt  it  surprises  mc  to  tniict  f 

"  Ay.  itits  is  Ovrtrude's  doing,  our  bndlodir'a 
(air  datightcr;  is  it  not«  Mrs.  W'cllivrby  ?"  replied 
the  Doctor,  turning  to  the  "good  vonuin"  of  the 
house,  who  wns  armyed  in  a  (brmtdaltlc  widow's 
cap,  which  looked  like  thv  rutF  of  n  Poland  livn, 
or  B  crettcd  whiie-iiuickaw.  Mm.  Wetlierby  ao> 
knowledgcd  the  coinplin»ent  by  n  curtm-y,  though 
it  struck  the  stranger  (hat  its  dcmennour  was  rather 
marked  by  slifTntas  Uun  coniplaiiance,  while  iihe 
replied  el  the  same  time,  addrewng  bertdf  to  hitn, 
tlmf^she  was  gliid  the  gentleman  found  bim&elf 
comfortable;"  uid  then  proceeded,  to  Dr.  Esdaile'i 
infiniu  Mtisfnction,  to  ibe  important  topic  of  the 
"arrangement"  fur  dinner  of  the  char,  which  the 
Doctor  bad  consigned,  tin  box  and  all,  to  her 
hand  as  he  tutd  entered  the  hostcli-ic 

"  Would  you  please  to  have  the  large  brace 
dressed,  Sir,  or — " 

"  Oh  !  by  all  means,   the  larger  bi-ace,  and  a 

small  one  or  two  as  well,  that  Mr. ,  1  beg 

your  pardon,"  be  continued,  turning  to  llw  strsn- 
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gcFi  "  I  Iwve  not  Uie  honour  of  koovruig  your 
nnmc." 
'*  Coton«l*  Keiimorei"  vas  tlie  reply,  aocompoiiied 
by  a  bow ;  and  if  h«  seems  somewhat  young  Ibr  n 
Colonel,  we  itliall  not  marvel  at  tliis,  wheo  we 
hear  it  in  due  time  explained. 

"  And   mine,    Dr.    Eadaite,    at  your  tervicc, 
Colonel/'  continued  the  merry  little  man,  who,  by- 
tlie-bye,  was  never  in  such  good  spirits  a»  wheii 
he  was  discussing  that  eortlon  santtaire  of  his  own, 
the  arrangement  of  hb  farourile  char.     "  Well,  1 
was  going  to  say,  Mrs.  Welherby,  that  we  should 
give  Colonel  Renmore  a  sjtecimen  of  the  quality  of 
both  tlie  Urgev  and  smaller  iUli, — for  tl^y  differ 
often  very  mucli,  Colonel,   1  can  aamire  you,"  be 
addvd,  wiih  an  air  of  ludicrous  scriousjicss  that 
called  forlh  a  smile  on  the  lip  of  his  companion. 
"'Hira  die  large  brace,  Sir.nnd  two  small  oncfi?" 
"  Ay,— or  three  small  ones,  say,"  obwrvcd  ifac 
Doctor  with  continued  gravity. 
"  AimI  dressed  as  you  bad  (hem  last  lime,  or—" 
"  Oh,  precisely,"  inierjjosed  anxioti.'Uy  our  epi- 
curean Doctor.  "And  let  mc  inform  you,  Colonel," 
lie  continued,  turning  to  Renmure,  "  tluit  if  you 
admire   die  taste    with   which   Gertrude,   (I   beg 


Tbu  U,  "  Liaui.-Col.''   IIm  nnw  of  th«  famllj  rnlfy 
mwd  js  0/  eoont  tv^mtti- 
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pardon,  Mrs.  Wetherbr,)  Mi«  Wciherbjr,  I  ought 
lo  say,  has  dcconilcd  or  dnened  the  mom.  tin 
garden,  and  all  in  (act  you  tee  nronnd  }'<iti,  rou 
will  hold  her  good  taue  in  yet  higher  atinuuion 
wfacD  you  perceive  how  sbe  can  drrm  the  char  I  ymt 
will  proaounoe  ibi^  tl>e  perfection  of  that '  arrnnge- 
ment'  thai  Ins  hitherto  so  Uudalily  stnick  yaa.  tlb, 
Mn>  Wetherliy.— what  da  you  say  ?" 

Id  rapt;  lo  thb  tolimony  of  llte  merits  of  Cier* 
irude's  cooking,  amongst  her  other  aocom{ilUli- 
ments,  Colonel  itenmore  obwrved,  as  he  smiled 
at  the  eulogistic  Doctor,  and  made  a  oourteoiu 
incUoAtioit  of  tlte  bead  to  Kfra.  Welfaeriiy,  *'thal 
he  required  no  further  proof  of  her  daughter^ 
good  taste  to  conrtnce  him  of  it,  ilian  liie  auuij 
testimwiics  he  had  already  witnessed." 

•'  You  won't  say  so,  though,  when  you  taste  the 
char  !  will  he  Mrs.  Wctherby  ?" 

The  Uodlftdy  of  the  Traveller's  Rest,  with  an- 
other curtsey  marked  with  ihe  same  stifiMnM  bad 
struck  her  new  guest  in  her  former  one,  ngnin  no 
knowledgcd  the  cximplimmt  paid  to  her  daughter's 
proficiency,  while  the  replied  to  the  merry  Doctor* 

'*  It  is  for  me  only  to  say  that  it  a  my  dauKhter's 
duty  to  muke  everything  u*  comfortable  as  may  ba 
in  the  liouK;  for  tl)c  gentlemen  that  are  under  my 
roof;  and  tf  her  cooking  gives  satisfaction  1  am 
Itappy.  And  pray.  Sir,  witen  iliouid  you  like 
to  diuc?  now,  or  somewhat  lotcr  i" 
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"  Oil,  now !  by  a)l  in«ans !"  excUtmci)  the  Doctor, 
in  perfect  pain  at  the  tlioughl  of  any  more  pro- 
tracted (Ivliiy  thnn  was  necessary  in  reaching  tlie 
<*  Promisctl  Land,"  the  Canaan  of  hts  day's  fishing 
peregrinatioD.  "i  am  as  hungry  as  a  long  day's 
sport  and  ramble  can  make  me,  as  1  dare  say  you 
are  too.  Colonel/"  looking  inquiringly  and  with 
somewhat  of  ludteraus  rucrulncss  in  the  fiice  of 
Rcnmore  for  sympathy  as  regarded  the  state  of  bis 
appetite. 

"  Indeed  I  shall  not  be  at  all  sorry  when  dinner 
is  ready." 

"  That's   right !     I   thought  so  1    You    looked 

fatigued,  I  tlwught,  when  I  first  saw  you 

Dinner  as  soon  as  possible,  Mrs.  Weiherby,  if  you 
please." 

The  landlady  of  the  Tmvcller's  Rc«  accord- 
ingly withdrew  (o  obey  the  Doctor's  recommenda- 
tion of  having  dinner  on  table,  and  with  as  little 
delay  as  possil^e ;  while  during  the  purgatory  which 
he  waH  doomed  to  experience  until  that  lookcd-fbr 
period  sliould  arrive,  himscirand  Kcnmore  strolled 
out  at  the  f^oMiloor  already  nicntion<!d  on  ihc 
lawn,  to  admire  all  that  we  luivc  above  described, 
and  which  reflectt-il  {lertrude'ii  fi^ood  management 
in  the  order  and  neatni-ss  it  e?chibited. 

They  strolled  along  towards  the  side  of  the 
brook,  whose  peaceful  bnl>blings  challenged  the 
rustic  echoes  of  the  spot ;  pausing  now  and  then  to 


JAMES  lUTriElD. 


4& 


ndmire  some  tihrub  or  flower  in  the  parterres  t)i&t 
were  distribatvd  on  cUIkt  side  tiw  Uwn, 

"  A  very  [Ivcent,  re)>prclnble  looking  tintn?  our 
lioslcss,"  obfcTvcd  Rcnmnn;,  in  a  sort  of  half-in- 
qairy  concerning  Mn.  Wcthvrby,  **  but  somewltnt 
demure  I" 

"  A  rclif;ious  twisi,  my  dear  Sr !  a  rei^iou 
twist !"  iTplie^l  llw  Doctor,  iitiruf(ging  up  hb  shoul- 
den  with  a  gtMnre  of  Indtcmus  dixnui;.  "Ob, 
and  such  n  pruKitc  penonage  when  she  moauts 
apoo  \kt  hubby  uf  pious  or  rather  evangelical 
reflection,  thai  I  am  always  ghid  to  make  my 
taape  m  bst  a*  I  can — " 

"  Upon  your  own  bobby — ll»e  nnglc  rod  ?"  re- 
joined bin  companion,  muling. 

"  Indeed  1  am !  or  on  any  hobby  rntbcr  than 
■wortliy  Dnme  Welherby'n;  she  rides  it  au  penina- 
ciotuly,  s  witch's  broomstick  is  light  and  oiry^  a 
wmged  Pegasus,  cximparcd  lo  iu" 

>■  Why,  where  has  she  caught  these  solemn 
shadows  of  the  spirit,  this  evangelical  twist  ?  which 
now  perfectly  account  to  mc  for  the  dcmureneM 
which  I  perceived  the  monK-nl  she  spoke.  A  cha- 
racteristic, too,  which  appeared  the  more  marked 
when  reference  was  made  to  her  duiigliK-r.  Nay, 
if  I  mistake  not,  it  assumed  ilic  feature  almo&t  oi' 
dispIettKurc." 

"^Vhy  the  good  dame  ha»,   I   think,  had  her 
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hcail  turacxi  n  good  deal  by  listening  to  a  dissent- 
ing preacher  ihnt  lias  been  liolding  forth  here  for 
some  months  pant ;  a  sanctimoainiu  person,  whose 
sinocrity,  however,  in  his  vocation,  I  am  very  much 
inclined  to  call  in  queslion." 

•*  Indeed,  llib  is  a  pi^ !  lliere  is  nothing  more 
iMeresting  to  be  witnessed  in  the  middle  and  hum- 
bler clas&es,  than  a  pi-opcr  and  due  sense  of  reli- 
gious duty ;  but  when  infected  with  tl>e  pobon  of 
cant  or  fanaticism,  or  again,  puritanic  austerity.  ." 
.  .  "There  it  is!  there  is  the  mischief  in  the  in- 
stance of  our  worthy  landlady  !  Her  pious  pro- 
pensities are  unhappily  mud)  tinged  witli  harsh- 
ness, and  warped  by  certain  prejudices  which  l>etray 
the  weakness  of  mind  that  has  exposed  her,  1  fcM*, 
to  tlto  arts  of  itib  preacher — let  me  see,  what  is 
the  fellow's  name  ?    Oh  !  Quandish." 

"  I  regret  much  to  hear  this '.  lint  what  makes 
you  doubt  this  man's  sincerity  in  his  vocation  ?" 

"  Why.  because  he  has  remlcrcd  his  influence 
over  the  mother  n  ttcpping-stone,  as  I  suspect,  to 
paying  hit  iKldrcsscs  to  the  daui^tcr,  and —  -■" 

But  juHt  Iwre  tlw  presence  of  Mrs.  Wciherby  at 
the  ghwS'door  ofH'ning  on  the  lawn,  vros  a  nun- 
mom  to  her  guests  to  repuir  to  the  room  where 
dinner  was  now  being  placed  on  table.  Nor  <lid 
they  wait  lung  when,  die  soup  being  dismissed, 
the   fondly    looked'for  "  cate"  made  its  appear- 
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ance  1  Each  fish  vu*  cerra)  up  in  ibe  ^luintcoon 
&tf le,  in  an  envetop  of  p>|>er,  in  reference  to  witicb 
die  facctimi*  JXkiot  cxdnimed — 

"  A  cbftnning  epiiiUe  tliti  Tram  Gcrlnidc  I  l«t 
m  hasten  to  open  it^  und  discuKi  tu  contenu  I  Wh 
enr  tore-lvttcr  more  amiuble !"  And  ccruinly  tlie 
zest  wilb  whidi  oar  ffimiiiuad  now  bu»i«l  himself  in 
exploring  the  inviting  oontenu  of  thai  cnveJop 
may  be  excused  liy  ercn  tlte  chillest  rolarica  of 
i^icurtun '. — of  such  savoury  fragrance  waa  ibe 
Meain, — socb  luxurious  richness  waa  the  flavour  I 
The  seme  of  taste  here  fairly  found  ita  panidise, 
and  culinary  cunning  might  claim  its  aputlwomi; 
the  voluptuous  assault  on  tire  olfactoty  at  once 
and  gustatory  sense  took  the  toul  by  ttorm,  and 
made  bliss,  as  &r  as  regards  animal  enjoyment, 
compkie.  No  gold  fish  meandering  in  liquid  cir- 
cka  of  the  purest  lymph  presented  an  object  of 
greater  beauty  thrni  the  grace  witli  which  these 
finny  fairies  of  the  rocer  swam  now  in  a  soft 
amber  flood  of  Lucm  oil.  Hieywerctlic  ''Xaiadca" 
bailed  by  thnl  gnslrnimmic  Inim, — lire  "  wood- 
ond-lakc  loving"  K^^lnile ;  or  niiher,  wc  diotilil 
say.  the  "char-aml-snucc"  loving  Otlailc  Little 
time  was  lu«>t  by  tlw  IXwtor  in  making  his  compa- 
nion acquainted  with  tlir  epicureait  curiosity  before 
them,  a  specimen  of  whirh  he  placed  on  his  plalc 
in  triumphoDt  oonfidence  of  its  eliciting  all  tlic  en- 
comium it  deserved. 
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"  Did  I  not  tell  ;ou  that  you  would  Rnd  it 
superlatire  ?"  he  exclnimcd,  the  moment  he  could 
^are  brealliing  space  for  peaking,  from  the 
luxurious  occupation  of  feasting.  "On  mc,  wlio 
am  no  novice  ta  (o  its  excellence,  it  improves  more 
and  more  in  stimulating  my  appetite  every  lime  I 
approach  it.  It  is  impossible  to  tire  over  so  rare 
a  'cate.'  What,  then,  must  its  spell  be  upon  jou, 
aa  a  stranger,  to  whom  it  offers  the  additional  zest 
of  novelty  !* 

"  It  is  indeed  a  prcat  delicacy,"  replied  the 
Colonel,  in  n  more  c)iu»lL-ncd  and  polite  style  of 
encomium  thun  hi*  cnthu»ittKtic  companion ;  "  it 
certainly  surparacs  any  ideas  I  had  formed  of  It 
from  what  I  hnd  hi^ard.  It  puts  roe  in  mindi 
in  A  certain  di-^ce,  of  tlic  more  delicate  speci- 
mens of  ibc  chtvalier  omlint  of  Lake  Leman,  and 
is  pleasantcr  to  the  palate  tluui  (lie  boosted  lotte  of 
that  lake." 

"  Mount  Skidilaw  to  a  moldiill  !  (Itfvalier 
ombre  and  la  lotle  cannot  stand  in  comparison  with 
it.  No,  nor  one  of  tlie  whole  seventy  species  of 
fiah  that  Kousseau'scaialogueenumeraicsas  tenants 
of  Lake  Leman.  Itehold  the  bue  of  tl)csc  melting 
pnk  flakes,  alluring  as  tbc  blush  on  Gertrude's 
cbe«k  who  cooked  tbem  I  A  bumper  to  bcr  health, 
Colonel." 

**  Ry  all  mcanK.  We  were  senseless,  indeed,  to 
forget  the  artist  which  llcaveti  has  provided  us  on 
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tbe  present  occasion,  no  less  ttiaa  the  viands  pre. 
pared  by  l>er ;  ofivring  an  ngn^eablc  oontmlictioa 
to  the  rule  of  lti«  prorcrb,  tlmt  Hiraren  (cuds  th« 
but,  but  a  )e»  ben^  power  ihv  firri." 

"  True !  The  adage  has  been  iiidved  reversed, 
and  the  privilt^  of  tlie  power  of  eviJ  for  once 
nupended  by  tbe  ministration  of  an  angel— aa 
youll  say  when  you  sec  her.  And  now,  Culunrl, 
I  think  you  will  remember  our  lulus  for  socnethini; 
more  inviting  than  tlie  faackneycd  topics  (though 
well  enough  in  their  way)  of  '  not^  banks  and 
precipirouB  cliflB,'  &c  Give  roe  such  a  specimen 
of  their  bcsutin  ns  tlie  duh  before  mc  !** 

**  Ccrtntnly  they  are  benuttes  sufficiently  atcrac- 
We.  Riit,  talking  of  '  bcnutic*,'  I  have  a  curio- 
sity furUter  u>  set  my  eyes  upon  the  diUDscl,  tbe 
presiding  nynipb  oTllteiie  hnunls,  whom  ttic}'  call—" 

^'Tlw  Beamy  of  Buttenncrv  you  would  sayl 
Oh  !  you  shall  see  her  all  in  ^nod  time,"  inter- 
posed the  Doctor,  helping  Iteiimore  nnd  hiinsi'ir 
again  to  Uk  luxurious  "  catv  "  before  tiicm. 
■*  Everything  in  good  time  T  At  present,  nothing 
can  be  nmre  benutiful,  aAer  a  long  anil  fniiguing 
ramble,  llinn  this  char.  Tlits  ia  iiiir  '  Hutli-rmere- 
Bcauty,'  at  present !  A  little  of  this  sauce,  Colo- 
nel; you*ll  find  it  an  aid  lo  the  pnlnie — the  Chili 
vinegar  is  by  you,  and  ihen,"  he  continued  artcr  a 
short  pause,  which  was  occupied  in  doing  lionour 
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to  the  contents  of  Iik  plnte^  "  why  then — and  after 
our  char- fnut,  you  shnll  feast  your  eyes  Mt  'the 
Bciiuty.'" 

*'  Is  she  renlly  so  peerlessly  beautiful  as  report 
bespeaks  her  ?" 

"  Oil,  yes  !  she  secnts  to  have  turned  the  heads 
of  all  tlieswainsliigh.  Ion,  rich,  and  poor,  that  cork 
within  die  dangcruus  presence  of  her  charms.  Every 
ringlet  is  a  snare  for  die  heart.  In  every  dimple 
lurks  an  ambui^h  for  the  heart-ache — bless  met 
how  exquisite  diis  last  and  smaller  Iish  lo  which  1 
helped  you  is — let  nie  give  you  a  little  more! 
And — what  was  I  taying  ?  Oh  !  about  the  Beauty* 
Ayi  Iter  eyes — wliat  do  you  think,  talking  of  her 
eyes,  happened  once  lo  a  certjiin  reverend  prelate  ?" 

"  I  can't  at  all  tell,"  rc-plieil  Kenmore,  laughing. 
"  1  suppose>  ax  luit  been  die  cawr  wilh  other  nm- 
rend  persons  before  him,  he  was  not  proof  against 
die  all-subdutng  power  of  beauty." 

"  Why,  he  actually  forgot  himself,  and  was 
*  out'  in  repeating  the  benediction  over  her  as  she 
was  being  confirmed  I*  The  long  silken  lashes  ofher 
ejes  so  bewildered  the  worthy  prelate,  that  be  was 


*  TheaMcd«l«inibc(«iinaBcun«nlin  lli«  otaglibouriiood 
of  Dutictntra  al  Ui«  pvnod  lo  which  out  suny  refen,  and  nu 
one  of  the  masj  aiiecdoiM  iwliwd  of  iIk'  icondrout  eAMit  pro- 
dncal  b;  the  chanas  of  tliit  \'eDui  of  ilie  lake  couatrjr.  feeler 
Pladar,  bjr.4b»>bia,  hu  mbh:  iubxu  on  a  sinaiUr  cccmrtaoe. 
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stmck  mute  with  iidmirntion  (or  n  brief  Kpace,  when 
sbe>  wooJoritig  tliai  Ii«  ditl  not  procml,  Tentared 
K>  look  np,  and  yvi  more,  Id  «bli)i^[i<^;r  prompi 
iim  in  ihe  words  that  bung  stupended  on  liii 
tongue.  He  w«s  speedily  recalled  to  himself,  look 
the  *  pious  hint,'  poured  forth  the  suspended  bcni- 
MO,  ood  the  Beauty  of  Botlcnnerc  w&s  accordingljr 
ooafirmed  ]" 

■*  A  oomplimcnt,  indeed,  to  the  miracle  of  her 
ebams!  And  pny,  out  of  k>  rawiy  udmircn  a* 
she  mtnt  possev,  who,  of  all  othent,  may  be  the 
bappf  swain  whose  addresses  she  imilo  fiivotmibty 
on?" 

"  Why,  really,  I  Iwlieve  no  one  can  hitherto 
account  hinLtelf  thus  blessed  \  And  yet  die  is  no 
'  womfu]  dauikel)'  as  the  old  ballads  liave  it,  nor 
difficult  to  plouc  ;  but  is  I  fancy,  somewhat  abore 
the  common  level  of  her  rustic  admirers;  and 
what  is  more,  values  her  freedom  too  well  to  be 
willing  to  forfeit  il " 

*'  A  rery  Dion  of  these  wilds  t"  obaerred  Ken- 
more. 

"  And  let  me  odd,"  contlnurd  the  Doctor,  as- 
suming a  look  Slid  u»»e  of  greater  gravity,  t»  he 
now,  mill  bccotnlng  respect  for  die  "  moin  chance,** 
lowered  his  voice,  "  let  me  ndtl,  tliai  she  is  riglit  to 
be  cantious  liow  sIhj  disposes  of  lierself  and  ber 
freedoiD,  for  ilie  will  have  r  very  pret^  property 
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one  of  these  days,  when  Dame  Wethcrbj-  (you  are 
aware  tlie  Beauty  is  no  other  than  her  daughter) 
lujjourns  from  this  little  hostclriu  to  that  universal 
'  Traveller's  K«l,'  tJie  grave !  Nay,  it  will  be 
worth  any  gciitletiian's  while  e%'en  to  »«»;k  tlie  hap- 
piness of  Ikt  hand." 

"  Indeed  !"  replied  Renmore,  on  whom  ihi»  piece 
of  information  failed  not,  evidently,  to  make  a 
ccrlniti  impression;  wlticb,  however,  he  turned 
aside  as  he  remarked  somewhat  abruptly,  "  potdi ! 
pooh !  tile  man  who  may  he  fortunate  enough  to 
tlic    renowned    Beauty   will   have    a  dower 
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sufficiently  rich  in  her  charms  !  But,  by-lbe-bye, 
yuu  were  saying  something  in  our  conversation 
before  dinner  about  tliix  preacher — this — wltat's  his 
name?" 

"  Quandisb !  ay  1  the  fellow  wlio  has  equal  im- 
pudence and  cunning  to  pay  her  his  addi-esscs,  in 
which  he  is  encouraged  by  her  mother;  who  would 
conxider  her  alliance  with  such  a  [utltvrn  of  piety 
as  a  beatification  of  which  Hi.  Cecilia  might  her- 
self be  jealous  !" 

"  And  what  does  the  B  eau^  say  lo  ber  saintly 
admirer?" 

"  Why,  «lie  see*  through  tlic  ma*k  of  his  pre- 
tended sainuhip,  whidi  would  be  enough  to  make 
him  despicable  in  her  eyes,  were  he  not  on  obj*Tt 
of  l»er  dislike  in  himself;  and  iudependcnlly  of  hi* 
mock  vocation  of  sanctity  f 
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"  Aim]  bow  does  bcr  mother  receire  tlin  unmaiic- 
ing  of  her  favourite  preacher?" 

'*  There  is  tlic  grirvaaet '.  nnd  Gertru Je  w  unilor 
a  cloud  soinewluii,  for  tite  UDtlisgniscd  manocr  in 
which  tJie  at  once  exprectes  to  ber  mother,  not 
only  ber  tibgust  of  lliU  Qiundish,  hut  her  regret 
ihnt  her  fiarent  should  be  m>  aiueli  under  die  in- 
Queuce  of  lit«  persuasion  aod  tMinlly  cjuaekery  1" 

"  Ah,  then,  this  aocotinln  for  tlie  cornent  of  tlw 
good  dune's  mouth  being  drnwo  io  demurely 
down  when  her  ibiti^itcr  wni  mentioned  !  1  (houi;ht 
sbo  rcCeiTt-d  tlie  cunipHitti-iitx  paid  Gertrude  with 
singiiW  uiRnen.  Hut  1  long  lo  usl  eyes  on  tliis 
nmrrel  nfdtc^^ace — tim  '  beauty'  par  txceltenctf 
tltoogh  I  ritimtion  nitich  if  I  did  not,  at  the  close 
of  mj-  ntiiiblc^  this  <liiy.  witnevt  a  tovelinm  that 
would  Tie  wttii"  .  .  .  wid  here  he  started,  u  C*er« 
trade  benelf  entered  the  room,  while  lie  con- 
tinued .  .  .  "and  whom  I  rccDgniw  in  the  fair 
person  I  now  see  before  mc !  I  do  honour  lo  the 
beauty  which  struck  mc  at  flrst  sighi^"  he  added, 
OS  be  rose  and  bowed  to  die  lovely  girl  with  ao 
much  graceful  gnllantryi  mingled  with  k>  much 
chastened  rcxpcct  and  real  pleasure  at  meeting  her 
again,  that  It  c»uhl  scarcely  fail  to  pWad  yet  more 
in  bis  fiivour  with  the  fair  object  to  wliom  it  wa» 
nddrcHed-  At  Icawt  we  may  wippose  so,  to  judge 
from  the  glowing  blush  dtat  overspread  ber  cheeks. 


and  the  siniic  itint  midcd  sweetness  to  a  cotmte- 
nancc  who«u  downcast  graces  shewed  now  "  to 
perfection"  (us  the  liltlu  Doctor  afterwards  tlc- 
plnrcd)  thuxc  long  isilkca  lunltea  tliat  had  produced 
so  powerful  tin  dTt^t  on  tltc  worthy  prelate. 

*'  I  tlwught,"  coniijitibd  Kenmorc*  "  that  the 
iorcly  heni-raislreas  tliat  8tol«  my  heart  as  she  left 
rac  on  yoiHler  heights  of  Biiltermcrc  could  be  no 
other  tluui  its  far-fnnied  *  Beauty  ! 

"  Oh !  what  you  have  met  before,  ch,  Ger- 
trude?" luked  the  Doctor;  to  which  inquiry  Ger- 
trude replied  with  a  smile,  as  »Iie  proceeded  to 
place  tl>e  dessert  on  the  table,  to  which  stage  the 
repa«t  had  now  arrived. 

*'  Yes  !"  proceedetl  Uenmore,  speaking  both  for 
lier  and  himself,  "  we  met  for  a  moment,  and  what 
it  more,  I  asked  Iier  to  direct  me  to  t))e  best  inn 
in  the  villa^  an<I  also  where  I  might  be  happy 
enough  to  catch  a  glimpse  of '  the  Beauty' — both 
which  requests  she  fled  me  without  grsnling.'' 

"  Ay,  because  *lie  knew  you  could  not  he  long 
before  you  discovered  botli  I     Eh,  Gertrude  ?*' 

"  I  hope,  Sir,  you  liad  no  diRieulty  in  finding 
your  way?"  she  n-plied,  with  the  same  RMHieu 
cheerfulness  and  nntiv«  grace  that  bail  already 
worked  such  a  spell  on  Itenmore,  and  which  ea- 
lianced  so  mudi  the  charm  of  her  person  and  coun- 
tenance.    As  she  spoke,  her  eyes  were  raised  for  s 
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mcKnent  on  It«ntiiore's  face,  iiti<]  tlicn  sank  down 
again  soFtlj'  l»  tlw;  bliuti  that  cune  and  went  on 
Jier  lorcly  ch«ek. 

"  Oh,  no,"  takl  tlie  young  ofBcer,  (lor  >uch 
he-  appeared  lo  be,)  while  the  arch  little  Docutr 
hncUni  Ite  perceived  loniewimt  of  ii  hesitation  in 
hix  tone  ttiat  was  not  unfrequently  ilie  case  with 
tliote  wlio  were  null  enough  to  engage  in  a 
dialogue  with  the  Beauty.  **  No,"  be  continued ; 
"  but  I  (ear  I  shall  have  a  less  easy  task  in  finding 
my  way  out  of  this  spot  than  into  it,  now  1  liave 
discovered  one  who  will  render  it  to  dilltcult  for 
me  to  leave  it." 

"  That  were  unfortunate  indeed.  Sir,"  rejoined 
Gertrude,  with  her  usual  bcconiing  archness. 
"  And  yet,  I  have  beard  that  gentlemen  like  yoar- 
eelf  do  not  generally  find  it  so  difficult  to  take 
their  Icnvc,  when  inclination  prompts  ihein,  wluif 
enrer  claims  there  miglit  once  have  been  to  bid 
them  stay."  And  bc  she  spoke,  tlie  blush  again 
involuntarily  rose,  giving  a  new  charm  to  her  words 
and  countenance. 

*'  Hey.  Giionel !  \V\m  ?  Gertrude !"  exclaimed 
Uw  fiioetioiu  Doctor.  "  Why,  I  do  believe  you 
arc  smitten  wiili  taith  other  dresuly." 

Gertrude,  as  she  now  withdrew,  did  but  Ini^h  ai 
the  Doctor's  bantering ;  for  it  was  quite  "  in  his 
style"  to  amuse  himsdf  witli  a  pleasantry  wliercvcr 
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th«rc  vas  an  excuse  for  one.  Stic  Uuglicd  with 
bcr  wontctl  clieerful  nmpticiiy  iiiid  modest  gaieiy, 
whicti  luiigii  was  itie  only  lukeii  of  iliKkciit  (if  such 
it  vas)  which  site  gave  ia  return  to  his  ruillery. 
As  for  Reiiinore,  like  a  true  soldier,  he  spoke  his 
mind  Uuiitty  enough,  as  we  may  helieve,  nt  least, 
wlicn  lie  sai<t,  "  For  my  part.  Doctor,  I  make  no 
scruple  iu  owning  you  have  said  no  more  than  the 
truth.    Smitten  I  am,  and  am  not  ashamed  to 


avow  it !" 


'•  And  filrangc  would  it  be,"  rejoined  the  merry 
Doctor,  as  he  poured  out  a  ^ass  of  claret,  **  if  you 
were  not  ■  I'o  mx  Gertrude  and  i)c  simultaneously 
smitten  is  a  muiter  of  course.  Tlie  spell  is  univer- 
sal; it  puts  mc  in  mind  of  the  Arabian  Nights' story, 
vliere  I  don't  know  how  many  of  the  Sultan's  Ii£ge 
subjects  are,  one  and  uU,  overtaken  with  the  sway 
of  the  enchanter,  and  held  tight  in  one  position,  or 
set  a-singing,  or  mastered  at  any  nic,  in  some  way 
or  ottier,  by  «onie  one  paramount  law  of  magic ! 
— So  let  us  drink  the  Beauty's  very  good  health," 
he  added,  pushing  the  claret  to  Itenmore. 

"  With  all  my  heart,  Doctor,"  replied  the  Colo- 
nel, filling  his  glass ;  "butyounclf!  have  not  you 
too  been  sensible  T" — 

"Oh  !  /—a  man  of  my  tender  susccptibiliQ- ! — 
of  course  I  have  been  amongst  the  foremost  who 
have  bowed  beneath  the  spell  of  the  enchantress. 


JAMVS  HArrvoD. 


57 


Blew  me,  1  should  bcquiic  hurt^-quiu  offL-niled — 
if  I  Urodf^it  lh«(  you  irruiginctf  me  irucnxilile 
eiinugli  to  her  duimu  m  »ol  tu  be  smiiicn — ac- 
corxling  lo  the  utitvcnal  fnshicHi !" 

Though  the  Uucior  inifjht  banter,  aiit)  sc-arcrly 
be  able  tu  feel  wrious  ou  any  subject,  ur  perhii{Ri 
give  Renmore  credit  for  being  so  oa  the  preMfia 
Mcauion,  yet  nre  cao  only  say,  that  we  are  morv 
willing  to  believe  the  aiacerity  vf  bis  avowal  tliiui 
die  juiitice  of  iIm;  Doctor's  banter.  Nny,  we  iuive 
a  better  opinion  of  liim  for  the  rrunknna  of  lits 
confusion;  and  trust  nnoerclvi  ifdnrtiny,  circtim- 
Ktnnce,  mtsforiune,  or  (Uirkcr  ouue*,  rendered 
dixffuine  At  timet  a  neocsmy  precnution,  yet  that, 
ill  tii«  pn-scnt  mstaooci  he  >|>okc  ns ))«  (vlt,  and 
without  dissmulation. 

M'ell,  indved,  might  he  be  "  wniltcn,"  to  attop^ 
again  the  homely  plirav;  of  iltu  Doctor's  b«uiter: 
for  if  the  lon-ly  Iwnl-mi&tress  had  appeared  all 
beautiful  on  Retimore's  dm  rencontre  with  her, 
her  charnia.  If  poisible,  appeared  to  yet  more  ad- 
vantage in  the  guise  in  which  they  were  now  arrayed 
at  tbeckMeofthe  domesticdutieaof  tbcday.  After 
the  "mighty  matter"  of  preparing  the  chiir  had  been 
concludtxt,  (Hnce  to  no  olltcr  nrtiite  than  herself 
would  Esdailc  trust  an  cxpvriment,  on  the  succcm  of 
which  his  peace  of  mind  m>  anxiously  depended,) 
she  had  hastened  to  perform  her  evening's  simple 
D  3 
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unWt-  A  beauty  like  hers  well  illusirntcd  the  pic- 
ture of  till;  poet,  in  being  '*  ndonicd  llic  iivost  wlien 
uiiiulomeJ."  If^ie  wax  lovely  as  any  Dryad  sttiil- 
iiig  itirougli  llie  goltleu  tecuriiy  of  Arcadian  glades 
*/hva  nIic  first  beamed  oti  lienmoFe's  sight  in  the 
wilder  floating  gear  of  her  riutic  drapery — skim- 
ming, with  liglil  step,  the  sunset-slope— her  form 
perhaps  appcaretl  with  added  grace  in  the  sym- 
metry and  elegance  which  the  closer  dress  she  now 
wore  wsa  calculntcd  to  display.  Her  jvory  neck, 
luid  the  pure  transparent  complexion  below  it, 
were  all  given  to  the  worship  {we  may  justly  say) 
of  Renmore'»  «yc,  since,  according  to  tlic  fiLshion  of 
the  period,  tlie  dress  was  worn  lower  than  a 
better  taste  bii$  tinoe  luloplctl.  But  those  virgin 
snows— that  dwnetmourof  moilesty  and  native  dig- 
nity  combined — beamed  on  tlie  heart  of  the  ganer 
and  on  Uenmore*$,  not  to  pamper  tlteeye  of  sordid 
passion,  but  to  batitth  every  thought  ittat  could 
dcsvcrate  llieir  purity,  or  attune  itself  lo  less  ge^ 
nerous,  less  exalted  themes  tlian  adniirutHin  and 
devotion  I  Vou,  over  whose  remcuibrancc  the 
artificiBl  semblance  of  Lely's  patrician  cani-BS 
awakes,  as  wv  are  depicting  the  peculiar  mode  of 
dress  in  wlikli  "  tJwj  Beauty"  was  arrayed,  banish 
such  unworthy  dreams  from  your  minds,  and  regret 
that  the  artist  bad  not  drawn  Im  figures  from  a 
chaster  model.  You  would  llten  have  acknowledged 
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how  much  higher  a  gncSt  bow  much  n>ore  bewitch- 
ing ft  tone  and  feature,  the  finishing  bloom  of 
moclcMy,  of  native  simphcity,  and  tlie  guilelew 
afiecdons  of  the  heart  beaming  through  the  brow, 
can  impart  to  decorate  beauty !  Ye  would  then 
hare  eocn  tlie  triumph  of  troc  lovelincM  over  the 
furious  lustre,  tlic  vuliiptuous  languor  of  tinselled 
clmrms, — tlie  painter's  aoul  would  Iwve  been  puri- 
fied, and  hu  pencil  dip|>ed  in  the  coluurt  of  poesy 
—  the  0Qk>UTs  tliemsetves  (as  Nfilion  says)  "  of 
heBTen  I"  All  was  pure,  in  truili,  as  it  was  bewiiclv- 
ii^  araun<l  ber,  as  Renniore's  heart  could  well 
testify,  where  she  walked,  as  Byron  sillgt,  in  "  the 
light  o(  her  beau^." 
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CHAPTER  V. 


"  Th«  braad  aod  yellow  mooo 
Shone  dimly  through  iho  fitiry's  rorm. 

•  •  ■  »  • 

The  loTf  ly  diMincc'*  oyu  arc  cloitd. 

Smld«u  nio«e 
I«ilh«*i  tout  I  aU  beaultful  in  naked  purity." 

SlItLUI. 


A  CALHEii  Spirit  now  perriule*  ilie  «c«ne.     The 
rural  echoes  of  leit,  and  down,  and  iiill-slope  no 
longer  found  n  tongue  in  ibe  lowiogs  of  the  kine^ 
whkJi  had  now  sought  to  Iiousg  ibcm  in  shed  and  i 
Ktflll  fur  the  night :  and  tlic  airy  foot  of  the  lorely 
herd- mistress  had  given  way,  over  moonlight  Nlopc 
and  lawn,  to  the  fabled  footings  of  essences  scarce 
more  sylph-like  tlian  herself.    Tlie  broad  shadow  j 
of  die  clIfT  spread  orcr  tliose  star-silvered  waters, 
and  beneath  its  trancing  night-canopy  the  bittern 
hushed  its  cry  and  folded  the  wing  to  roost  in  itti 
sedgy  loir  along  llie  nieer  biuik  bvlow,    Tlie  shard>  j 
borne  beetle  was  abroad  with  tlie  but,  and  brushed ' 
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against  the  wiadow  where  the  cocnpaniona  Mt,  at  it 
winged  past  od  iu  "  t\rmiUig  fligliu"  Tbe  angl«r 
waa  about  to  recomineiKl  un  *'  adjouranwtit*'  lo  rest 
— ^  propoenl  to  which  Rcnmorr,  too  happv  to  he 
left  to  hinoelf,  wns  moat  willing  to  aavcnl,  when  his 
answer  was  arretted  by  a  voice  wliich  touiiilul  sntoe- 
what  like  an  ill  omen  on  his  ear,  'I'hc  furloni  and 
lugubrious  cry  of  the  screech^wl,  whotte  Itootingi 
occttiionally  resounded  from  sonw  l»oUow  tree, 
where  it  had  emerged  from  its  nest  to  complain  to  the 
mooD,  was  miuic  and  "  »weet  numbers"  compared 
to  it  I  It  was  the  voice  of  some  one  conversing 
with  the  landlady  of  the  hostelry  in  llie  entrance 
passage  ;  and  Renmorc  tlionght  it  procc«-dcd  from 
n  person  l>c  knew,  or  had  known,  in  conscqiuocc 
of  a  certain  hollow  and  monotonous  tone  that  cha- 
mcierizcd  it,  and  which  he  considered  ho  could 
scarcely  mistake.  The  rccolU-ctions  iind  Mnsationi 
it  awakcHMl  could  not  hu  osoociated  wiilt  any  very 
pleamrable  circunutiLncc*,  if  it  occasioned  the 
colour  transitorily  to  foritiikti  his  dieek,  while  hia 
breath  was  dntwti  in  for  awhile  as  he  listened  to 
the  purport  of  the  conversation.  Or.  Esdaile  had 
turned  away  to  look  out  at  the  window,  and  enjoy, 
in  the  beauty  of  the  "  moon)i|;ht  sheen"  of  gUde 
and  Itutrous  air,  the  prospect  of  ii  *'  charming  mor- 
row for  llie  char,"  tlirough  the  next  day**  angling. 
Thus,  th«tt,  did  Ilenniore  overhear  the  parley  : 
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**  Ay,  if  we  go  witli  a  hearty  determination  to 
find  bim,  we  shall  not  seek  him  in  vain.  At  least 
1  sineerely  trust  so." 

"  True,  true,  intJccd  !"  replied  dame  Wetherby, 
in  a  style  where  the  "sing-strng"  sanctimoDioui 
tooe  emiDcntly  prodomitiiilcd.  "  Would  that  all 
that  bad  endenvourcd  to  HihI  liini  had  gone  about 
the  good  work  with  a  zeal  equal  to  your  own !" 

"  \^^hy,  whom  are  they  talking  of  seeking?"  a^ed 
Renmorc  hastily  of  his  eompanion.  Meantime,  the 
onlydifference  perceptible  in  the  voice  be  now  beard 
and  that  of  the  pcnon  to  whom  he  &ncicd  it  be- 
longed was  a  certain  nntail  twang,  more  thitn  a 
semitone  of  which  )iad  been  caught  by  (he  worthy 
Mid  pious  lan<lla(ly  in  her  reply. 

*■  I  don't  wonder,"  replied  the  Doctor,  in  a  sub- 
dued tone,  and  trying  to  look  decorously  grave, 
tliougti  tlie  smile  that  lurked  in  the  corner  of  hts  lip 
denoted  sometlnng  like  a  reprobation  of  "  cant" — 
"  I  don't  wonder  at  j-our  inquiring  whom  lliey  arc 
miking  of  seeking !" 

"  Whom  i  whom  'f 

"  Wliy — what  is  assuredly  a  very  proper  duty 
when  entered  o»  witli  proper  fodings — tltcy  are,  ia 
fact,  talking  of  ■  seeking  tlie  Lonl,'  in  the  Ian-  < 
guage  of  Uiat  vocnbulury  whtelt  puritanisni,  at  one 
period  of  our  history,  and  '  cant*  at  all  times 
almost,  nsei." 
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*'  And  the  persons  talking  7* 

"  Arn  DO  oth€r  (lian  tlie  getidemsn  of  pious  and 
oratorical  notorictyt  Mr.  Quandiih,  and  ottr  worttiy 
laadlsdv.  Tlic  preacher  has  roniKd  one  of  a  tca- 
puty,  and  these  are  tbc  '  parting  words,'  as  be  is 
now  taking  leave  or  bis  hosteSB." 

"  Oh.  that  is  all  I"  replied  Renmore,  smilingt, 
and  turning  awa^  witli  an  air  of  pretcndod  indif- 
fitremoe — "  Only,  they  udko]  to  loudly  that  1  could 
not  bdp  overhearing  them,  aiiil  noticing  tiic  cb*>- 
racter  of  their  remarks." 

"  Ves,"  replied  Dr.  Eedaile,  jocularly,  '•  there  is 
no  mistakii^  tl>e  deep  voice  and  sooorooii  t^rnng  of 
the  woctby  '  methodist-parson,'  as  the  vulgar  more 
ttnoefenwDiously  icnn  it.  A  thief  under  scnteoec 
of  death  might  as  easily  mistake  ihc  purport  of  iIh- 
judgment  being  prufKiuncoil  on  htm  I" 

"  A-hem !  a4u)m  !  Vis,  indeed,''  said  R«nmore, 
"  it  is  a  peculiar  roke  !"  And  here,  U*  be  bad  been, 
at  &nl,  under  any  alarm,  it  was  now  all  dispelled 
by  the  purport  of  tlte  converMlioo,  ns  it  thus  prv 
ceeded  bctnecn  tlte  preacher  ami  his  worthy  prose* 
ijie,  dame  Wctherby. 

"Tou  will  make  my  respects,"  continued  Quao- 
dish,  "  lo  llie  (air  damsel — to  Miss  Wutlierby — 
beautiful  (yea,  and  in  verity)  as  a  rose  of  Sharon  t 
You  will  make  my  respects  to  the  damsel ;  and  am 
she  denied  us  the  pleasure  of  lier  company 
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this  evening.  Our  party  wiUiout  ber  was  mournful 
as  is  the  hearth  of  desolation  in  a  ruined  abode  I 
Yea,  indeed  was  it !" 

"  Ah,  Mr.  Quandish  1"  replied  the  hostess,  wbo»e 
aspect  of  dcniureness  we  may  imagine  was  now 
heightened  by  ii  look  of  piotis  regret — "  Ah,  I 
hIiouIJ  )>c  M>rry  to  itiiiik  tliat  tiie  girl  was  one  of 
the  '  stiff-necked  generation,'  but " 

*'  Nay,  blame  not  the  damsel !  she  is  as  the 
muKk-bcd  where  the  fawn  playclh — all  sweet- 
nets." 

"  You  speak  too  kindly  of  the  'perverse  one," 
for  audi  k)iu  is,  for  tilwaj's  absenting  herself  (I 
grieve  to  my  it)  whenever  you  happen  to  favour 
my  poor  housu  with  your  company,  worthy  Mr. 
Quandish." 

("  A  good  hull,  I  xlmiiUI  tlunk  now,  to  the 
blockhead  to  keep  out  of  tlie  way  I"  said  tUduile, 
commenting  on  th«  remark  tlius  overheard. 

"  One  should  imagine  so  indeed  T'  replied  Ken- 
more,  while  tlw;  Doctor  added,  *'  You  mintake, 
dtune  •  Genrude«is  not  perverse,  iltough  a  girl  of 
sfHrit.  On  tlie  contrary,  she  a  of  the  best  and 
lenderesi  dbposition  !") 

"  Ay,  bni,"  continued  the  dcmurv  "  mamma," 
"  we  know  tltat  mucli  importuning  doth  gain  our 
prayer  at  last.  The  stone  tltat  is  long  imprutscd 
with  the  (ailing  of  the  watei--drop  doth  at  length 


JAMES  UATTltLD. 


tfS 


be  mark  of  il>e  mmv  on  iu  breitst,  although 
it  be  imrd ;  and  ihe " 

And  liere  the  flow  of  suitrtimoniou*  etoqu^ooe 
tiid  fair  to  out-prose  even  the  oratory  of  the  fdi- 
citou*  QuandUh  himself,  but  that  it  was  cot  "  short 
tn  mtdiOf"  like  lludibms'  adventure  of  the  l>e)ir 
and  fiddle,  by  sundry  vo'uxs  addressing  the  pious 
man  and  dame  Wcthcrby  at  the  same  time.  'Uti-se 
proceeded  from  some  matrooly  vilEage  gossips  who 
had  adorned  with  their  prescnt-c  iltc  tea-party,  (or 
"tea-total"  party,  as  it  is  cnlktl  Dow-a-da,^'«,)  of 
which  the  "  Magnus  Apollo"  had  been  the  tnc- 
ihodbt  preacher. 

"  Come  along,  Mr.  Quandish,"  said  one. 

*'  It  is  growing  quite  late,  as  sure  as  I  lite  I" 
exclaimed  another, 

"  Dear  mc  !  tf  the  lake  doca  not  ibine  like  a  new 
shilling  under  Uie  moonlii^it,  for  all  iltc  world  as 
bright  ■•  silver  !"  aid  a  tliird  gossip  ;  **  so  good 
night,  Mrs.  Wetlierby." 

"  Good  night,  Marm  I" 

"  Go«xl  night,  Maum  •" 

The  last  repetition  of  which  valedictory  burden 
haviu^  been  now  twanged  forth  in  rcciutiva  by 
Qaandish  and  his  hoeteas,  the  matron*  w)w  lind 
commenced  it  succeeded  in  bearing  off  in  triumph 
to  the  village  the  &vouritc  preacher,  while  dnme 
\V(.-tl>crhy  gave  directions  to  a  domestic  to  ckwe 
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Uie  doors  of  the  hostelry  as  il>c  uow  retired  to 
resL 

"  And  now  I  caii  make  mji  escape,"  sud  Doctor 
Esdailci  **  Kince  my  res{iected  landlady  has  morchedi 
up  stairs.  For  unfortunately  heing  *  Iwiioured' 
with  the  good  tlatne's  cDiiGitlenoe,  sl>e  gi-iiurtilty 
6x«s  on  roe  when  she  is  more  than  onlimtrily 
communicative,  (which,  no  doubt,  is  the  case  this 
evening,)  to  inflict  on  mc  the  pcnsnce  of  bear- 
ing all  her  qualms,  worldly,  domestic,  and  reli- 
gious." 

*'  Nay,  it  shews  tlmt  you  are  rt^rdcd  as  ■ 
fiiend  anUHigtt  your  rural  patienu  ;  and  they  mtnt 
hsre  a  deep  sense  of  your  condescension  at  once 
and  kindness  to  them,  tlnis  to  Ry  to  you  tor  the 
healing  of  ihcir  mental  woundx  tuid  uneasiness  no 
less  than  physical." 

"  rtn  mucli  obliged  to  them  I  but  witli  many  of 
thera  I  6nd  that  the  good  nature  and  tone  of  fiuni- 
Uarity  witli  which  I  would  wish  to  treat  them 
is  sometimes  a  litdo  abused,  and  subjects  mc 
inoonrenience." 

'<  The  fact  is,  it  is  difficult  ofWn  to  shew  kind- 
ness or  familiarity  towards  people  without  finding 
it  is  either  abused  or  presumed  upon.  1  do  iwl, 
indeed,  speak  uiiirersally,  but  irom  what  my  own 
experience  has  often  taught  me  to  be  the 
But  ilic  '  confidence'  so  eminent  a  damC' 


■ 


ni- 


JAMES    HATTIELD. 


«7 


I 


I 


"  And  so  eminently  *  prosaic/  you  mny  odd,  u 
our  good  lioMas,  n  no  lc»  disagreeable  mi  in> 
flicUon  than  tlte  abou  of  onc'i  good  tnture  I" 

"  Assuredly,  notliing  is  more  tacoovenient  thin 
lo  be  leased  by  (he  cuafidviioc  (as  it  is  calUd) 
of  weak-mioded  or  qualmbh  pcreons." 

"  You  are  aever  seen  but  seized  on  as  a  crutch 
for  theoi  to  lean  ujioa,  until  the  weight  of  their 
grievances  fairly  breaks  you  down^^nd  you  then 
make  your  excuse  and  escape  toother.  But  good 
night,  Colood  !  for  it  is  time  we  were  '  a-bcd,'  if 
we  wtdi  to  be  'n-Bvld'  early  to-n)om>w.  Good 
oight  r*  So  caying,  tltc  Doctor  took  up  his  hand> 
caodlcstick  and  ix-tirixl. 

"...  To  bu  thui  frighted  by  shadoirs  from  my 
propriety) "  tliought  Ilciiniorc  to  bimsclf,  when  left 
idooe,  "by  a  men  voice!  AUs !  it  is  thui  with 
oonacicncc,  tliat  (tears  a  voice  in  every  wind, — that 
sees  me  walk  this  turbid,  duogeious  track  of  life,  as 
if  I  were  stepping  at  every  moment  on  spring- 
traps  ! . . .  how  altered  am  I  from  what  I  was  I  •  •" 
and  then,  aller  a  pause,  lie  continued,  "yet  I 
never  heard  a  voice  mora  like  liis.  .  .  •  Hut 
why  vex  myself?  sinoe  it  was  a  mistake,  a  ■  false 
■lann.'  "  Wtdi  this  fooling  he  dismissed  hi* 
unpleasant  apprdicnsions,  (too  jiistiiiabto  iiuleetl '.) 
and  with  the  spirit  of  confl*leiicc  and  venture  that 
was  natural  to  him,  determined  to  match  any  op- 
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portunit}'  ofTered  him  of  ameliorating  lus  fortunes, 
nnd  taking  ndi'anla^  of  any  litippier  pinii  of  ac- 
tion presented  to  him.  It  is  needless  to  say  that 
this  happier  change  in  the  spirit  of  his  dream  was 
«flected  utider  the  tranquillizing  at  once  and  in- 
spiling  thought  of  Gertrude ;  and  in  the  h&ppinest 
found  in  that  inttrcsi  for  her  which  his  heart  had 
worthily  conceived,  he  sought  a  refuge  from  the 
intrusion  of  e»ci'y  more  painful  recollection,  .  .  . 
"  Beautiful — and  with  the  prospect  of  n  handsome 
compeleney  ["  he  reflected,  '*  My  heart  and  tlic 
conilitiDii  of  my  circumstances  hot])  conspire  to 
nudce  me  aim  at  winning  her.  Did  I  love  her  less 
ihAi)  I  feel  I  do,  yet  the  state  of  my  fortunes 
prompts  me  not  to  throw  away  the  chance  of 
placing  niy:telf  out  of  the  reach  of  thy  malice,  gall> 
ing  and  bitter  Circumstance  I  I  feci  the  atten- 
tions e\'en  I  have  already  paid  her — such  atten- 
tions, At  least,  «s  could  be  convoyed  by  the  insinu- 
ation of  address — are  not  indifferent  to  her  ;  and 
Bircngtiiefied  by  time,  may  they  not  secure  her 
heart — make  her  mine  I  She  cannot  be  blind  lo 
the  circumstance  of  the  impretsion  slie  lias  made 
on  me  1  What  female  heart — what  female  sus- 
ceptibility is  ever  blind  to  such  an  effect  ?  And  t 
tliink  I  may  hope  she  a  not  on  her  part  dtsin> 
chned  towards  ine.  . . .  The  interest  1  shewed  con- 
cerning lier  friend  Mr.  Fenton — the  interest  too 
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I  erinced,  of  u  diffcrtnt  character,  as  regarded 
herevir,  made  n  certalti  imprcMion  on  Iwr  nbich  I 
could  ncit  btit  <l«-t«ct.  .  . .  Could  I  win  h<.T,  wear 
ber  !  .  •  .  tnteresteil  in  tier  siiigularljr  as  I  nnii  and 
my  afTection  ret  increased,  (se  it  would  be,)  wtib 
tbe  gratitude  I  should  f«el  towards  ber,  as  rcscning 
me  Trom  my  present  nnguisb,  unccruinty,  and 
tartnoil — tbould  I  not  make  licr  happy  ?  Slmuld 
1  Dot  be  happy  myself?  AbixMwI  wc  should  find 
an  n^lum,  and  seek  other  and  safer  climes  than 
this,  where  content  might  yet  be  met.  Tlic  scoffs 
of  the  world  in  this  country  I  could  set  at  nought, 
and  fling  from  me  the  remembrance  of  tlioM  cala- 
mities that  urged  me  to  crime,  at  the  same  lime 
that  the  murmur  of  those  soodTs  would  die  away 
behind  mc  like  a  far-fiiding  echo  1  Yes,  it  must 
be  attempted  I  ...  No  one,  it  appears,  suiikIm  in 
my  way.  This  preacher,  this  Quandish,  is  an  ob- 
ject of  her  disgust.  .  .  Now  is  the  time  I  . . .  What 
better  plan  oITen  ?  what  better  hopes  arise  ?  A> 
loon  BS  our  growing  an}uaintanoe  will  permit,  I 
irill  make  Iter  a  proposal.  .  .  W'itli  a  wish  to  make 
the  partner  of  my  dwke,  of  my  iilTtction,  luippy, 
and  be  hft[>py  myself, — what  vrorthicr  determina- 
tion con  1  settle  on  poisuing  ?  .\nd  ilicn,  is  not 
her  regard  for  Fenton,  the  good  clergyman,  a  se- 
cret link  between  us  ?  Yes,  as  much  so  as  it  is  a 
cmue  of   Iter  distaste   for   lIiU  dissenting    Baiol. 
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WliBt  should  I  care  for  tlie  world  had  I  but  Ger- 
trude to  bless  me  ?  Wc  would  be  a  world  to  each 
oilier  ! — Enough,  it  shall  b«  so  !  Circumstance — 
il>e  fear*  of  the  past — the  hopes  of  lire  future — the 
wish  to  rescue  her  from  the  importunity  of  one  she 
di^ikes— the  favourable  opportunity  litis  very  cir- 
cumstance ofTtTs  of  the  better  rec»mmcnding  my- 
self to  her — the  d«: fiance  of  forttinv,  nnd  ihc  malice 
of  man — no  less  than  the  love  I  benr  herself, — all, 
all  prompt  me  to  the  clear  endeavour." 

80  Mying  to  himsclfi  as  he  paced  up  nnd  down 
th«  room,  he  now  took  up  the  candle  and  pro- 
ceeded to  his  chamber  wiih  a  Ireart  confinned 
and  strenglhened  by  resolve,  and  a  step  loiter  at 
once  and  more  assurwl.  He  stopped  for  a  mo- 
ment on  the  landing-place  at  the  top  of  the  stairs, 
which  commanded  a  view  of  the  nieer.  Tlie  beauty 
of  tl>e  scene  —  tlie  bouglts  bending  over  the 
water,  and  tinted  with  (lie  same  chaste  silvery 
lustre  in  which  the  moonliglit  heavens  had  ar>J 
rayed  tbo  wave — held  him  for  awhile  gazing  with'  I 
admimlton  on  it  ta  tliough  the  cfiecl  of  some  magic 
charm  : — such  wu>  the  radlimce  at  onec  and  tratt- 
quillity  of  the  spell  diffused  around  1  It  seen>ed  ai 
though  the  spirit  of  the  night  glided  over  the  calm 
bosom  of  the  lake  in  a  car  of  silver,  and  as  Ren- 
more  followed  in  his  mintl's  eye  (bis  pleasing  fancy, 
these  words  escaped  him  :— "  And  why  should  not 
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•cenes  lorely  as  iJiis  E>e  (oaad,  where  liTe  might  be 
bappmess  for  her  soke,  for  Geri— " 

Scarcely  Irad  bcr  name  eaca]>e(l  hit  lips,  ood 
ere  yet  it  was  fuUv  proaouncetl,  a>  he  was  now 
tnmiog  avmy  from  ihe  liuiding-place  towards  the 
gallery,  he  was  surprised  by  the  form  of  Ger- 
trude licrsc-ir.  She  had.  ia  fn«t,  pwftcd  him  aa  he 
stood  looking  from  ilic  window,  but  so  light  wu 
her  strp  titat  lie  luid  not  heard  it.  The  li^t  of 
the  cnndlc  she  bdd  was  not  so  dim  bat  tlial  be 
could  diseeni  the  bluslt  tlint  glowed  on  Iter  cheek 
at  having  detected  him  in  ibo  mention  of  ber  own 
name*  while,  scarcely  less  confused  ilian  heneK 
be  wished  bcr  a  good  nigbt  as  collectedly  as  he 
oould- 

"  Good  nigbt,  Gcrt.  .  .  .  Miss  M'elhcrby  !"  be 
'*<  I  wns  thinking — of  tlie  beauty  of  the  view 
that  window  commands.  ...  I  was  tliinking  ■  .  . 
of  all  that  was  lovely  1 "  and  »o  saying,  be  mode 
lier  a  bow  ninrked  with  all  ib»t  respectful  deference 
which  had  not  failed  already  to  impraa  her  at  re- 
gardet)  bis  maiiiver,  and  which  diMibtlen  iiapant 
to  it  its  chief  ell'cct  upon  the  female  heart,  and 
proceeded  hastily  past  her. 

She  acknowledged  bis  "good  night"  with  a 
cons^,  ber  eyes  t>eing  bent  at  the  saine  time  on 
the  ground,  and  turned  down  a  pataage  in  an 
opposite  direction  on  her  way  to  her  own  chamber. 
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As  Renmore  passed  tlic  room  of  Dr.  Eulaile — 
vho,  according  to  the  nomenclsture  of  hoatelriesi,^ 
WHS  ihe  "  Number  3,"  while  himself  was  d>e ' 
"  Number  1"  of  the  gnllcry — he  vms  greeted  by 
tlie  nasal  music  that  procliiimed  the  merry  little 
man  was  fast  locki-d  in  the  armx  of  sleep.  "  Rosy 
dreams"  ntid  sliiinbcr*  "  sound,"  if  iiot  "  light," 
according  to  the  more  elegiint  idea  of  the  poet, 
TTcrc  liic  Ilo»y  were  they  as  the  gills  of  the 
char,  on  angling  for  which  he  douhileM  dreamed, 
led  along  through  the  mazes  of  his  dreuni  by  the 
mcnnderingK  of  Komu  favourite  brook,  and  smiling 
in  his  sleep  nt  his  own  ingenuity  in  casting  his  fly 
in  R  "  likely  Kpot,"  and  just  on  Uic  lip  of  lli«  rip- 
pling fl(KHl,  to  he  eagerly  "  riu'ii  for"  by  the  hungry 
fitli.  We  think  we  bear  him  cry  out  tn  bis  sJe^ 
"  I've  hooked  him  '.  and  a  beauty  too  !"  while  the 
expert  angler  now  trundles  forth  his  line  from  the 
reel,  niid  nfier  pliiying  with  the  fUli,  draws  him 
complacently  up  and  lands  him  in  his  hand  nee. 
Such  were  Ii^ailc's  drvams.  Mrs.  Wetherby's 
had  no  doubt  led  her  down  to  tluit  fnnc  of  "  sanc- 
timoniouit"  railivr  tlian  "sacred"  oratory,  wbera 
■be  hung  on  die  rhapiodies  of  the  Buttermere 
Rowtiinil  Hill,  Qiiandish;  while  the  nasal  music 
which  wiinetoed  the  soundness  of  her  slumber 
resounded  in  cliorus  witli  the  echoes  of  tlial  sublime 
predication  which  so  edi&ed  her  dream. 
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Rrnmore  hnd  oow  ooartnl  his  pillow  in  search 
of  llic  "  re»t"  which  every  "  trarcticr"  umter  (Iiat 
roof  now  enjoyed,  oirr^nng  oat  (o  its  liill«t  extent 
the  rect>mmen<lAlion  of  iu  sign,  or  nami*.  Ilti 
■Irram*,  loo,  promiMnl  to  be  no  less  n  WM-Id  of 
delight  to  him  llian  ihote  of  the  Ooctor  and  hu 
mpected  tandlody.  "  How  lovely  «Ik  lookctl  as  Ae 
blnahed  at  the  mention  of  her  name  >be  orerhennl 
eacape  me  V  he  Mclnimedf  u  he  entered  hts  cham- 
ber. "  She  turaed  not  away  !  no  frown  marked 
diapkasnre  at  discoverinf;  that  I  thought  of  twr  I 
Herself  invites  mc  to  love  ber,  and  confinm  me  in 
die  bappy  rewire  I  have  taken  to  make  her  ttie 
ol^eci  of  my  uui !"  Snch  were  h(t  wonts,  and 
Mich  the  happy  tltooghu  which  poaaewed  blm,  ami 
in  whose  iMtght  and  radiance  all  darker  reflectioits 
were  now  merited  and  dissolved. 

He  felt  a  "  strange  dcliglit"  which  he  had  never 
m  experiences^.  lie  Tclt  tnuuported  at  oner  lo 
tome  clime  of  bi-atiitulc  and  Imghtncsf  itucli  a>  that 
wbich  tbc  Arohinn  bnrd  pictures,  where  be  tells  of 
the  golden  bmigtw,  ttK  iparkting  (tiuntainv  Ui« 
sn^ng  bird,  and  the  liixnrioua  rooe-gardcu  of  hb 
U)ki !  Hucii  were  t)ie  ilioughu  ohoae  boes  colouretl 
the  dreaim  of  Ueiimore ;  aitd,  to  heighten  all,  fac 
mw  her  forn)  umid  dieir  radiance,  firom  whose  aspect 
ail  tlteir  bits  and  light  emanated— be  drvamed  of 
Gertnide, 
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Well  mighl  the  ancients  invest  tlic  pmsion  of 
love  with  divine  iittribiile*,  since  huinnnity  is  nerer 
so  near  nkin  to  the  euilictl  hiirmon}',  ilic  beatitude 
aod  purity  of  limven,  an  wlien  love  IJghLt  its  x|»rk 
of  foeling,  niid  kindles  it  nt  once  with  generous 
»^)initiott  no  less  than  devotional  glow  !  It  was  a 
Mibiime  and  bemilifiil  "cunning"  in  the  genius  of 
antiquity  to  array  all  the  loftier  duties  no  less  than 
the  nobler  passions,  in  the  colours  of  hetiven  itsvlfl— 
tluit  is,  under  divine  pi-reonilicalions;  for  its  SHges 
knew  that  the  chnr<l  of  feeling  was  most  tndy 
louditid  when  the  soul  vta  luned  lu  the  harmony 
of  worship.  And  in  this  suhlime  deception  prac- 
liiM-(I  on  the  mind,  Honour,  the  Social  Graces  or 
Charities,  \'irtuei  Laliour,  Iteiiown,  martial  and 
dvic,  were  all  deified,  and  solemnixed  by  tlw  spirit 
»A  tacred  and  divine. 

If,  like  one  of  the  genii  in  «  talc  of  cnchiintmeni, 
we  have  taken  wing  and  hovered  over  the  pillows 
of  thcHC  already  ineniioned  lutccairiing  repo»c,  and 
witnessed  litem  smile  through  tlieir  jileep  in  happy 
dreams,  shall  we  forget  Gertnide  ?  Her  purer  spirit 
ought  to  smile  yet  more  brightly,  and  ihrongK  a 
sleep  irradiated  with  yet  lovelier  dreams  ! 

\Vc  left  her  pursuing  her  way  to  her  chamber,  lit 
by  the  light  of  her  own  blushes  not  less  ihim  tlial 
of  the  taper  which  she  bore.  A  slnltiary,  to  tmve 
seen  her  pass  airily  by,  would  have  thought  of  the 
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graces  of  hts  favourite  PsrHie.  Scarcely  hud  slic 
entered  tW  chamber  than  site  gave  uiteraiicf  lo  llie 
tlioughls  wtiicli  posscsscti  her  heart.  SfoUe  on  tliem, 
chaste  Night,  anil  approve  tltcm !  ■*  Then  )ie 
ibioks  of  me  !  I  hcnrd  my  tuimi'  escape  his  lips  1 
Never,  cxcrpt  in  the  iiistMico  of  Mr.  Fentoiii  nif 
cluldbooU's  fncn<l  imil  monitor,  did  I  see  on;  one 
in  whom  I  felt  I  cotild  «i  wortliily  place  confi- 
dence. .  .  .  Anil  ilt«i)  his  interi:9il  in  tlie  subject 
nben  I  mentioned  llw  nitmc  of  that  excellent  friend 
and  guide !  .  .  .  Can  he  bv  acquainted  wiili  him  ? 
.  .  .  And  would  Mr.  Fenton  nuictton  my  at- 
'  tachm — ?"  .  .  .  And  lier«  »Iie  checked  herself  as 
the  blftsh  roKC  at  lite  avowal  her  tongue  gave  to  the 
secret  of  her  hearL  .  .  .  *'  It  U  in  vain  to  dit^iae 
froRi  myself,"  she  continued,  *'  that  the  manner  in 
which  tills  strniiger  hiu  addressed  itic  conlrasts 
itself  too  favmirabljr  to  the  nauseating  iniporuinily 
and  uncouih  admnces  of  that  bypocnttcal  muibter 
(sbv  meant  Quandish)  not  to  spcuk  to  my  heart  in 
km  behalf.  But  wliat  am  I  saying  !  these  are 
foolish  thoughts,  and  for  RifTcring  which  to  oecopr 
my  mind  a  moment  I  am  lo  blame.  How  vain, 
liow  idle  arc  our  scvrtl  ilmtights  often,  and  '  wluit 
extravagant  (uperrtruciures  (as  Mr.  Fcnioii  n»ed 
(o  say)  do  we  raise  on  what  light  and  uncertain 
bandntion<  !*  Here  am  I,  in  tliu  humble  walk  uf 
nhicb  1  tread — here  am  1,  just  because  1  have 
E  2 
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fell  «  little  ilnttereil  bv  the  triflinf^  attcniion  of  one 
so  much  my  superior  in  station^  harhotiring  fnncies 
■1  which  my  better  sense  can  but  .smile.  No,  no  ; 
>  ptraoo  of  btrtli  and  superior  Malion  in  jwctciy 
cati  metin  liule  more  than  to  flatter  the  vanity  of  m 
humble  village  girl,  however  (Iccently  b^ot^;hl  up 
she  may  have  been,  when  he  offers  her  attention. 
.  .  .  And  yet,"  {spoke  Nature,  unwilling  to  forfeit 
90  pkssing  a  coutcmpiution, )  "  ii  sincerity  incon- 
sistent with  the  altcnlicHis  I  have  been  sensible  of? 
Or  am  I  mistaken  in  believing  tlie  character  I  speak 
of  as  being  loo  generous  anti  too  Itonestlr  proud 
to  tamper  merely  with  the  esteem  l>c  is  so  well  able 
to  awaken  7" 

She  gave  ^'oicc  to  thcKC  meditations  m  kIic  st 
looking  out,  at  the  casemmi.  on  the  lawn  nnd  tB 
parterres,  thcsUnilM,thc(lowcrs,nndnll  the  favourite 
objects  of  her  daily  care.  Her  eye  rented  on  them, 
indeed,  ImU  not  now  to  heed  tliem  ;  for  the  objects 
*hich  her  musings  foltowcil  were  i>een  by  her  mind's 
eye,  and  the  images  it  rcsic^I  on  were  from  within  ! 
Dim  and  vi).i«tt>like  lho?«  mazes  of  earth  spread 
before  lier,  "glisterini;'*  in  the  dewy  rnpour  tliai 
robed  them  as  with  a  veil,  and  gleamctl,  sofdy 
tinted,  in  ihe  silvery  starlight.  More  lovely  from 
,  iheir  very  iniperfectness,  they  "dreamed  before 
her:"  nor  less  pleasing  nor  less  imperfect  were  the 
objects  tliat  she  dwelt  on  in  tl>e  hopes  and  fear* 
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DOW  stmngely,  and  for  tbo  first  time,  mcl  her 
ubbe  ]oak&i  uilo  ber  hcurt.  Bui  ihew  risMins, 
bowevcr  nniurully  cntertaiii^Kl  by  a  yoatg,  •  au^ 
ceplibltf  iiiiiKl,  c:il)e()  furth,  tot),  u  ihcv  wA'e.  by  ihv 
diaikiigi*  Uuti  lind  tic^n  iu)<lreR(cd  to  tltcm,  were 
spocdily  (ILtmiued ;  aitd  Gertrude  turned  nn-iiy  from 
tlHiii  nutl  the  Ciuein«m  at  wlircli  >)ie  iuul  Kintxl  toge- 
ibcr,  with  N  tinile  ni  wluu  she  liad  comitkrvd  bvr  own 
vuity  1  uitiilt-  Htie  now  a(l«ln»Ke(I  iter»eir  to  repoae- 
SbcliAtltumctlawiiy,  indM^I,rniin  llioM  tliou^hUi 
hut  t)i«y  tiilt  recurreit  to  her  in  the  ilream  ttial 
ilJuoiiited  ber  pillow,  Tbey  still  lecurrvd  is  all 
di«ir  !uveiin«»»i,  pure  and  bright  (to  uw!  DryJeu's 
wolMinuwn  illuMtratioii)  "lu  young  ditimoiiiii  iu 
ibsir  '  iiifAnl  dew.'"  Fuircr  tu  tliti  mciitd  vttiuii, 
We  may  well  say,  a  that  boM»n'«  interior,  tiK  >hru)e 
of  that  pure  spirit,  ihwi  even  tier  outward  gnee« 
to  the  eye  t  Her  loTt  cheek  was  slif^htly  flushed,  u 
*lte  Jilept,  wild  the  joy  of  her  vW\na,  a  tmile  playing 
OU  llie  lips;  aiid  ^he  fai)cioti  tliat  she  kuw  herM-ll 
tgnin  triius|iortui  to  the  sunset-slope  «Iiere  Ren- 
more  Brst  met  her,  iiiTestetl,  as  has  been  dcscribedi 
in  iu  goltlen  lijjht,  and  tlial  of  ber  own  blushes,  as 
be  BtldreMe*)  her.  The  nuinly  grace  of  his  furnt. 
and  the  tliotinctiun  of  his  bearing — its  luitivc  pride 
soA«ned  by  ilie  gentleness  of  hit  Mldresc — all  awiAc 
before  b«r  vividly  as  it  bud  first  greeted  her.  But 
die  cliann  of  the  present  iRiHnetit  was  greater  titan 
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lliat  of  ibc  real  period  reflected  in  her  drcnm.   Thn 
distance  of  incipient  acquaintance  did  not  warp  thi 
pleasure  of  lhi§  ideal  mcftinj;  with  any  "  strange- ' 
ness!"     Ko;  Imnd  in  hand  with  him,  Gertrude, 
with  a  lighter  foot  thnn  usuni,  Kctimcd  to  skim  tJie 
sunnv  slope ;  and  onward  ihey  minbted  Uirough 
maxcs  of  flowers  and  banks,  sweet  with  thyme  as 
tlymvttuft  of  old  ;  ihere  nhe  funciini  tiiey  .lought  tlxeir 
home,  ninid  realms  of  so  much  charm  nnd  contenl^P 
nitd  yet  more  in  that  happier  world  of  each  other's 
confidence  and  love  !     ftuch  were  tlie  harmonies  of 
t)io&e  tlioughls  tlieir  hearts  respired ;  such  were  the 
thoughl^  loo,  that  mutually  found  a  tongue  !    Ol 
ward  they  wandered.    A  venerable  figure  met  them, 
and  smiled  as  he  breathed  his  benison  on  them  and 
Mtd,  *'  It  is  well,  my  children  !"     In  that  smile  of 
benevolence  the  countenance  of  Fentoo  was  rcccg- 
nlscd,  and  as  he  turned  from  them,  they  coniinuetl 
lo  proceed  tlirougli  the  bright  labyrinth  of  content, 
and  bloom,  and  Kccurity  which  they  Iind  sought, 
wlien,  lo  !  ttie  purple  light  of  that  dream  became 
overcast,  and  as,  enjpigod  in  each  otlK-r's  converse, 
wltere  soul  reflvclt-d  wul,  llicy  wore  beguiling  th^^ 
summer  hours  securely  imdcr  a  cattopy  woven  wii|^| 
roecs,  and  niyrlie,  and  agiuu  cashu  flower,  ihey 
were  suddenly  startled  rix>m  tlwir  rest.   'Die  fearful 
yell  of  a  tempest  it  wh»  iliiit  now  raged  around 
them;  and  as  tliev  botlk  rose,  pale  and  scared. 
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■tktnplul  lo  flyi  they  (ouuii  thtmsclm  held  buck 
hj  an  ann  dial  sternly  gra|)plul  with  dicni.  On 
looking  round  (o  vitneiit  ih«  uni^onul  tluit,  with  ji 
strength  like  the  twininf^  of  «>me  liugv  svrpvni — 
tonM  Laocoon's  "  asp," — held  thwn  back,  ib^  re- 
cqgnWted  a  oountcnaace  dark  with  malice  and  fletMl* 
ill)  purpose  —  it  was  that  of  Qunndtxli.  Tliey 
mdeavoiired  in  llieir  struggle  to  luni  hack  u^iii 
to  the  canopy  of  roses,  but  the  forked  lij^hcnings 
only  gleamed  over  it  to  shew  things  loaihsorae — 
toids  and  adders,  and  the  foul  decay  of  a  charnel 
vault,  strawed  with  skulls,  tliiit  tccined  to  grin  on 
tbem  in  mockery  of  their  terror.  They  then  strove 
to  fly  forward  i^ui,  still  vrrestiing  with  the  "dilG- 
colt"  hand  of  their  antagonist,  whose  grasp  was  no 
(ooner  fonght  away  fi'om  than  it  seenicd  to  dondt 
itself  again  on  ihem  with  incrrnsctl  firmness.  .  .  . 
"  Ha !  hn  !"  be  iccmwl  to  cry  out,  with  fieivdikli 
gfee,  "  I  will  miir  the  happy  ramble  I  am  forbklden 
to  diare )"  Ami  dte  eanb  now  yawned  beneath 
them,  and  the  side  of  dte  precipice  on  which  they 
comimted  stood  naked  towards  tlit'  gulf  that  gaped, 
laUtoniS  deep,  bvlow  it.  Oh  the  anguish  of  llutt 
struggle  1 — ila  powerlissness  to  wrrst  them  away 
from  the  gripe  of  Uic  enemy,  and  the  terror  l»l 
another  movement  might  huil  ihem,  in  iu  \mt 
footing,  down  die  sleep.  Yet  if  this  was  iheir  doom, 
il  was  not  quite  unavenged,  for  in  the  agony  now 
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irf*  the  "  dose^"  attd  id  the  lust  effort  to  sn&icbi 
themselves  away  from  the  drvaJix)  brink  of  tbaJ 
precipice,  their  rooting  fuilul,  ant)  hnulloiig  the 
were  hurled  down  it,  dragging  nlong  with  them 
tlkeir  keen  antogoitist.     HLt  demoniac  laii^h  UiU^ 
sounded  in  their  van,  clearly' audible  deMpile  tlicir^ 
own  cries  und  Om  eli-ntental  roar  of  the  teinpeu 
lliat  xtill   battled  around  Uiem.     "  Ha  1   lia  !"  if 
shouted,  "  I   will  yet  mar  the   happy"  .  . 
tlivii  u  wmcking  gust  of  wind  drowned  the  uraiod 
which  instantly,  Itowever,  burst  forth  again. 
"  Hn  !  ha  !    1  will  yet  mar  the  happy  ramble  1  am 
forbidden  to"  .  .  .  and  here  the  stunning  crnafa  of 
tlie  rock  that  fell  with  them,  and  to  which  thvy  had 
vainly  attempted  to  cling,  as  tliey  first  felt  ihem- 
Ives  about  to  fall,  awakeneil   a  thousand  eclioet 
trough  the  gulf,  and  drowned  that  voice  of  fearfn 
mockery  and  fiendish  triumph  ! 

It  is  ncedle&s  lo  say  that  ll>e  smile  that  had  playc 
on  Gcrtmdc's  lip  during  the  linrmony  of  the  earlier 
part  of  her  drcitiu  luid  fled,  together  with  that 
"  purple  light  of  luvc"  that  had  invested  it ;  and, 
with  flushed  clicck,  a  heart  bcniiiig  with  turbid  pul- 
satioiiH,  and  breath  di-cp  drawn,  »lte  awoke,  wlteti, 
lo !  ithe  opetiet)  her  eye«  to  wiinc«s  the  face  bent 
over  her,  and  read  the  frown,  betokening  reproul 
and  dttpleaxure,  of  hu-r  motlter.  ^M 

•'  Gertrude !  what !  not  up  yet  ?     How  is  thb  ?^ 
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kiMW  ibe  luttir  ?  "Wluii  can  luive  mode 
you  sWp  so  law  ?  Your  re«t  seems  to  bare  been 
a  troubled  one.    Rise  immedJati'Jv',  I  desire  ofyoa.' 

'n>e  lovely  herd-niutreu  wuiiIimI  not  uny  better 
clock  ihun  the  sun ;  and  as  she  obeyed  Iter  parent** 
siimmotLs  to  ri§c,  aiid  hurried  buslily  lo  tlte  ROM' 
meal  to  look  forth  on  tlic  brond  and  cheerful  light, 
^  answered  by  an  expression  of  surpriw  at  finding 
il  so  Lite,  while  the  rcgrelied  not  haruig  been 
already  nbixNul. 

The  vision*  of  the  iilgiit  she  did  not  consider  it 
wurth  while  to  interpret  to  01)0  frum  whom  itiey 
wijuld  hare  met  but  with  reprabniion.  Nay,  tdte 
ehkl  them  herself  as  mnn  ns  dtt  was  htl  alone  to 
reflect  un  tlietn.  At  preuntt  ohe  sntisftcd  her  aostera 
parent  by  n  promiae  that  «h«  would  aonn  Ik  tlowii 
"  And  hark  f"  Jieaddetl,  "poor  Kaiirhetle 
id  Rose  (licr  two  fiivouriles  out  of  the  herd)  are 
calli»;{  to  their  mistress  in  their  lowings,  and  tell 
in«  I  ought  long  ago  lo  Imre  led  them  fortl>  to  ttie 
hill-pMture.  .  .  .  Dear  mother,  I  will  toon  be 
with  you.  .  .  .  Poor  creatures,  1  will  soon  cuniv  to 
you."  .  .  .  And  so  saying,  the  fair  hcrtl-niistress 
prooe«dctl  with  what  dispatch  she  might  with  her 
simple  toilette,  all  tlioughtB  of  tl>c  drram  of  t)ie 
niglii  being  now  banished  in  her  anxiety  no  longer 
to  tielay  the  accostonted  and  welcome  duties  of  the 
day. 


CUAPTER  VI. 


"  rainful  Id  thf  e,  and  tool  tbjr  uxiou*  thou^il 
Of  diuonuit  mood." 

CoLCRIDOt. 


Ienmore's  first  ihoiight  in  the  morning,  aftertbat 
wbicli  was  devoted  lo  Gertrude,  was,  )tow  be  sliould 
emancipate  biniself  pot  itclj'  from  the  conipanion^ip 
of  his  *'  friend"  the  Doctor.  For,  though  good- 
humoured,  and  good-hearted  too,  in  the  extreme, 
yet  h«  was  not  without  inquisitiveness ;  and  bb 
society,  though,  as  for  as  regarded  himself  alone,  it 
was  perfecUf  innocuoun,  yet  it  oiighl  still  be  the 
lni>oceiit  iiulrumcnt  of  leading  our  hero  "across 
otiiers,'  wlwKfr  neigh  ho  iiiIkxmI  might  bv  fmught  wiih 
danger.  Exercise  whiil  vigilmicc  Ucnniorc  would 
as  to  his  movement^  yet  it  siiil  appeared  to  be  h» 
destiny  to  be  dragged  (wlicihcr  he  would  or  no)  into 
new  adventures  and  amongxt  new  companions,  the 
result  of  which  nnturully  kepi  alive  in  his  brenst  a 
perpetual  apprehension. 
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Of  all  [lie  sojournen  nt  the  hospitium  of  die 
••  Traveller'A  Iti^t"  xhv  little  Doctor  bad  Imto  itio 
most  alert  (or  "  tiirack"  u  ilivy  call  it  in  the  Nortii) 
lu  start  up  un<l  bail  tl»e  "  nvw-bom  day."  Uurry  ■ 
JDg  on  iiis  dreiMiig-gown,  lie  IumI  vraddled  to  llie 
cuitenient,  and  throwing  lutiilc  t)ic  ncnt  wliitc  and 
[>iiik  liiied  curtains  witb  wlikit  Gcrirudv'a  luind  tind 
decorated  it,  he  gaxed  on  itie  face  of  the  "  orient 
moni,'*  as  be  exdaiinecl,  "  (.liiirming !  dvligltlful ' 
here  is  a  glorious  day  for  plying  rod  and  line !"  an<l 
his  little  round  freckled  face  shone  with  joy,  not  (juitL- 
exalted  enough  in  expression  lor  us  to  say  it  rcHecte*) 
that  day-bi-ani's  glory,  but  cxhil>iiiiig,  in  the  di*- 
tended  comers  of  the  mouth,  that  hofieM  grin  of 
tatixfaciioii  and  complacency  which  tuu  licrii  de^ig* 
naied  by  various  humorous  autboritiu  "  ttu:  grin 
of  a  Cheshire  cat." 

With  all  alacrity,  the  little  nmn's  tmlttu  being 
dixpaicbed,  down  he  came  to  bmkfhst. 

"  Where's  Colonel  Ilenmore?"  he  said  to  Mrs. 
Welherhy,  who  was  herself  assisting  to  place  the 
breokftst  things  on  the  tabic.  ..."  Fatigued,  I 
suppose,  with  his  yesterday's  mmblc,  and  rather 
late  in  consequence?" 

"  And  you  arc  early,  Sir,"  site  replied.  "  Oh, 
it  is  a  pleasure,  verily,  to  be  up  lN;tiincji  on  such  h 
tnoming  as  this,  ami  blew  Henrcn  for  tlie  exist- 
ence bestowed  under  il  I     Yea,  for  tti«  life  which  b 
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cnpabic  of  enjoying  llic  hiipptness  yonder  bright 
Mts  and  lliv  cliecrrul  bun  kindle  in  u$  !'' 

"  Why,  now,  that  is  true,  Mrs.  Wcilierby," 
replied  ibe  Doctor,  while  be  oildcd  to  himself, 
"  Pity,  however,  it  was  spoiled  by  the  snd  infection 
ut'  tiiat  canting  air !"  and  then  be  continued  aloud, 
"  Yes,  yes,  a  bright  sun,  and  lite  pnwfK'ct  ot'  u  fine 
day's  (oiling  no'ci'  permit  mv  to  remain  slumbering 
ttte  precious  lioursawny  !  ...  WlraM  [wrunuateau 
ui  UiU  ?  Mow  cunie  it  )tere  f" 

"  'I'hat,  Sir,  is  part  of  the  Colonel's  baggngt. 
Jock,  the  Dultermerc  currier,  brought  it — a  grace- 
less clown,  1  fear  much.  It  arrived  in  Ui«  coune 
of  yesterday  evening,  anti  ougtit  to  have  t>een  taken 
up,  witlt  ilie  rent  of  his  tilings,  to  his  room,"  oan> 
luiucd  the  Iandlit4ly,  as  site  fonburiih  gave  direoliuns 
to  a  dotnefliic  to  execute  Hih  duly ;  "  though  in 
truth,"  she  addeil,  "llie  Colonel  wanted  not  bis 
other  baggage  wberewiibal  to  complete  bis  ap- 
parelling." 

>'  Stop  t  stop  !  stop !"  cried  llie  inquisitive 
Doctor,  as  the  portmanteau  was  being  lifted  away, 
while  bitnsclf  was  occupied  in  reading  the  addrett 
on  u  card  ulLichcd  to  it.  "  Heyday  1  the  Hwunir- 
ahk  Cfllonel  Ucnntorc,  M.I*.!  ■  .  ■  So  you 
have  ft  Member  of  Parlinmcnt  in  your  houwl 
Well,  1  shall  not  forget  my  friend,  Colonel 
Ketmiorc,  "  M.P.,"  when   1  am  in  distress  for  a 
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I  took  ttini  for  a  dbtinguiittwd  penou  m 
tint  Mglit;  and  tiis  address,  bearing,  and  rcnmrks, 
ull  t^nGrmed  me  in  my  op'wioa," 

JiMl  as  tliese  words  were  uttcrvd,  in  came  Kei)> 
man,  and  the  hosten  received  her  dislinguiahcd 
giten  Willi  a  right  reverent  ciirM-y,  observing, 
"that  die  portmanteau  in  question  had  b<«n  just 
sent  up  stairs  to  tiia  room,  witli  i^Hilogica  for  its  not 
liaviug  been  sent  up  sooner.  So  wying.  *k«  with- 
drew, leaving  lienmore  and  Docuir  IJuInilc  at 
breakfast,  a  component  port  of  whicb  vim»  of  ooiirae 
HOme  broiled  vlior,  widioui  wbidi  lite  genuine 
"  bdcer,"  at  tlic  period  now  in  ooniemplatinti, 
would  feel  as  mucli  un(I«r  di^tial  as  a  Hiffhiiuid 
dweller  along  lite  banks  of  Kpyc  or  Invcrnry  woicr 
would  witlmul  it  "wlmon  steak."  Uui  to  leave 
ilie  cliar  (to  wbicli  duo  bofvotir  luw  hvta  done  to 
satiify  die  keenest  epicure  in  a  prccetling  diupier) 
and  continue  il»e  oonversution — 

"  And  llie  nddreM  on  ilie  portmanteau,  wlijcli 
caught  niy  eye,"  sakl  Mr.  Eubtile,  "  has  ia»tructed 
me  diat  i  may  make  bold,  when  in  distress  for  a 
frank,  tu  re(|uest  one  of  Colonel  Kenmore— if  it  i> 
nut  taking  too  great  a  liberty." 

Renmore  smiled  as  hu  replied,  with  a  polite  in- 
clination of  the  bead,  tliat  "  a  frank  woa  always  at 
ihe  0Dctor'8  service." 

"You   don't    know,"    rejoined    IJdaile,    "how 
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much  Uie  'good  folks'  in  these  remote  regions  (i 
indeed  they  do  everywhere)  tliink  of  the  favour 
a  frank!" 

"  Yes,  a  Member  of  Parliament  b  chiefly  looked 
on,  as  far  as  bis  corrcspondcnco-lovin^'fricnds  are 
concerned,  as  an  instrument  of  franking  utility!" 
observed  Rcnmorc,  good-humoii redly. 

*' A /rankable  ftiiimall"  cxclnSmvd  tlic  Doct 
laughing.     "  Oh,  you  will  be  much  in  reqiwrt  wi 
various  friend*  in  lh«  n«iglibourhoo<l  to  whom 
»ltull  Imvc  the  honour  of  introducing  you,  should 
you  permit  mc.     Mr.  Lawton,  the  '  Squire,'  (« 
thry  cull  him,)  nf  Binckttirn,  and  \m  fiiir  daught 
Lnum,  nil]  feci  Iiigtily  fhiitered  by  (lie  aoquisiiii 
of  so  distiiignislicd  nn  ncquaintnnce;  imd- " 

Tlw  comnjunicativc  lilllc  Dot-tor  vfus  running 
85  mucli  pleased  him^lf  ut  the  pro«p<-ct  of  intro- 
ducing the  "  distinguisbctl  stranger"  to  the  circle 
around  nx  any  of  the  circle  itself  could  luve  been 
at  tlie  lionourof  the  introduction,  when  Renmnre, 
alarmed  at  the  topic  of  society,  wliicli  lie  was  so 
anxious  to  avoid,  was  obligetl  to  iniei-pose  an  excitK. 

"  You  arc  very  good ;  and  1  s)u>idd  l)a\'e  lieen 
delighted  to  avail  myself  of  ibc  kind  offer  you  nuiki 
mc  of ■■ 

"Charming  girl,  Laum  Lawton — heiress  to an_ 
estate  of  3000/.  a  year  I"  ... 

"  Indeed  I"  .  .  . 
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"  And  lier  fiulier  as  cxocll«nt  s  person  as  you  can 
6iid  aiiywbere." 

"  No  doubi ;  no  Joubi." 

"  lliougii  be  iaa  lib  peculiiiri lies— lib  oddities  1 
Yoa  will  see  tliem  at  diurch  iiexl  Sunday,  aiid— ^'* 

"  Yoo  are  rery  good,  but — -  " 

**  Oht  Dot  al  all  I     I  sball  lie  tou  lioppy  lo " 

«  .  .  f  Ileally  niy  stay  in  the  neigltbourbood  a 
likely  to  be  so  uncertain — so  ahon — thai  I  canj 
hirdly  UkA  forward  to  making  any  ncqimintanoa^ 
here.  I  ttwuld  bardly  like  to  do  so,  merely  to  break' 
tt  off  Bguu  so  speedily.  I  am  a  mere  brrd  of  pni- 
$agc,  aiid  iio -ukjourucT  bcrc  beyond  taking  a  ramble  i 
by  l)ic  oicer-side*  and  along  tltc  bUb." 

"  The  very  object,  then,  in  which  my  poor  ser- 
rices  can  be  uTailable,"  replied  tlic  Doctor,  deter- 
mmed  not  to  let  bis  distingiii»licd  friend  CMapoi 
him,  BS  be  now  rose  basiily,  breakfast  being  at 
length  icrminuied.  "  By  all  means,  Colonel,"  be 
continued,  <*  lose  no  time  in  sedng  as  nocb  of  the 
coontry  ai  you  can.  I  will  my»clf  l>c  your  guide ;  ^ 
and  a  Uttlc  angling  excursion  will  bt;  jiut  the  op- 
portunity (or  you  to  see  the  most  cliarming  haunts 
it  poascKscs.  Tlie  weather  b  ileJigbtful :  let  as  kise 
no  time. 

So  saying,  the  Doctor  sallied  fottb  in  qoesi  of 
hb  bliing  implcmenu,  not  waiting  to  bear  the  ex- 
cuse Renmorc  begged  to  offer,  u  be  laid,  "  Really. 
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having  so  maiiy  letters  to  write  to  my  oonstitueau 
aiiil  others,  1  fear  I  mubt  be  n  priiuncr  to-day,  and 
must  decline  your  kind " 

Hilt  Esduilv  had  liurri«d  uwiiy,  vxtiibiliiig  a  per- 
tinacity as  activv  us  thut  will)  wliidi  he  would  secure 
a  fish  that,  ihotigli  »hy  ut  firM,  liti  liiid  ut  Iviigth  bo 
guiled  into  Uikiiijr  llic  fly.  1 1  wiu  too  Itiipjiy  a  treat 
for  the  livdy  Doctor,  in  Ui«  monotony  irf  an  exist- 
ence in  (he  (?iiml)erland  luid  We^itnioi-cliUHl  wiUls, 
to  hure  n  neW'Oouie.r  lo  "  lioiiijce"  round  tlie  region 
of  utoiiniain  and  meer.  lib  ]ove  of  novelty  would 
ttnt  pL-riiiit  liim  to  throw  away  a  boon  so  piovklcii- 
lially  ofTered,  and  so  welcome  to  Wm  bustling  diqx>- 
sition.  If  lie  heard  llcnniore'i>  excu:>e,  tie  would 
1)01  listen  to  it;  so  our  hero,  tuciily  coinniiserBting 
hiiiMelf  tor  the  penalty  the  I>octor's  oScIousimmi 
iiniKMcd  on  him,  took  up  his  hai,  and  fullawiid  his 
"  friend's"  8t«i»  reluctantly  to  ilw  entrance  door, 
dctcnniniiig  to  make  \tU  escape  as  soon  as  possible. 
Meantime  he  looked  warily  forth  at  the  porch  uti 
ull  sides,  aud  seeing  no  soul  siirriiig  lo  interrupt 
the  bcnuiifiil  solitude  oTllie  luke  and  the  surround- 
ing  hatintx,  he  quieted  tlw  apprehensions  which 
any  wnnt  of  vigilance  on  his  part  must  neccfisorily 
uwuken. 

*'  My  rod,  my  fly  rod,  If  you  please!"  exclaimed 
the  angler,  asking  u  domeslic  for  his  fisliing  imple- 
ments when  Uiey  were  phiced  in  his  hand  by  dimK! 


JAMBA  lUTFIELP. 


m 


Wi-therby  herself,  wlio  issunl  from  ■  litUe  roam 
al  tbe  aide  of  tite  pnoage,  clow  liy  [)ic  cntraoco^ 
a  retrent  which  wiu  die  "Mitetiim  lanttornm"  of 
her  fnoJititiioiix  imtl  [Mirliet— of  piety  mil — tea. 

"  Ah,  Doclnr,"  she  whined  fbrlli,  u  alie  cuw 
tn(o  the  porch  wlvere  her  giientit  w<:r>-  »tiinv)inft,  •*  I 
never  we  you  in  this  s)>ot  hut  it  bring*  iliir  lean 
inio  mjreyeSflo  think  of  the  tiine  when  )'ou  t»etl  lo 
took  in  regnbriy  here  from  j'our  fishing  to  lee  my 
poor  dc«r  lute  husband  *." — and  here  Iier  unerance 
wa&  impeded  by  the  h»ndkcrchief,  «hkti  tloubtlen 
ihe  inuoded  lo  appear  as  tliougli  it  stopped  the 
■orrow  at  her  cyes- 

"  Ah  !  indeed  il  was  a  period  of  puinru)  nocer- 
laimy;  but  it  is  vain  to  regret  orcr  a  man  when 
Death,  that  stern  uiglcr,  has  once  hooked  him.  .  . 
TUb  <  top'  bend*  nkcly,  does  it  not,  Colonel,"  he 
broke  o^  exhibiting  lii*  angle  «x>d  to  Keumnre.  .  . 
"  Ab,  Mrs.  Wctlierby,  you  lou  a  good  hunband 
when  poor  Mr.  ...  A  prime  piece  of  boxel,  Co* 
lone),"  W  cuniinue<l,  nguin  recurrin)*  to  the  rod, 
'*  and  will  '  play'  well  if  ii  g»ud-»iied  fish  tiigH  at 
the  line.  .  .  .  Ve«,  yes,  Mrs.  Wetberby,  he  was  a 
wunhy  man  your  late  husbimd — a  wonliy  man  I 
But  coiDc,  Ciiliinel,"  be  ikIiIciI,  in  an  under  tone, 
"lor now  I  feartiurwyrihyUmllady'sorBiory  will  I)e- 
giu  to  flow — fierltaps  more  copiously  ihan  hertean." 

Nor  was  the  Doctor  mistaken,  for  lite  spring  of 
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Mrs.   Wethcrby's   »eiisil>ilities  having  now   been 
awnkenvcl,  she  would  liavc  indicled  a   Jercmim^H 
witici)  would  infallibly  have  spoiled  a  good  i\ay'^^ 
6shing,    had    llw;    angler   been   "remorseful"   or     i 
"  rutliful"  enough  to  slay  an<l  listen  to  it.  ^M 

"  A  worthy  man  be  was,  you  may  say,  Doctor," 
cnniinuetl   ilie   'bereaved  widow.'     "Ah!   1 
inenilicr  it  was  Wis  pleasure  to  be  wheeled  into  ihli 
porch,  and  sit  in  the  sunshine,  after  he  lost  tlte  ic 
of  his  limbs,  poor  dear  man  ;  and  Gertrude  woul. 
sit  by  his  side  and  wait  on  him.     Oh  dear  1  a  poor 
lone  woman  has  lie  left  me  !     We  did  all  we  could 
to  keep  up  his  l^ag^ing  strength — but  wtio  shall 
say  nay  to  the  judgments  of  Heaven?     Man  pro- 
poses  " 

"  But  H<!aven  tjuposes  !"  interpoNcd  Esdaile, 
hastUy,  tired  now  of  weeping  ibr  th<:  dead  with  one 
eye  and  ogling  at  Uie  brighter  associations  of  life 
with  the  other.  ..."  It  is  so,  il  is  so,  i\Ir».  Wc- 
iherby,"  he  eoniinued,  shaking  his  head,  and  at  the 
same  time  fidgeting  out  of  the  porch-way,  accom- 
panied by  IJryan,  who  now  made  his  appearance 
i^in,  leaping  upon  his  master.  ..."  Good  morn- 
ing, my  dear  ma'um,  good  morning  !" — when  now, 
being  fairly  out  of  tlie  |>orrli,  and  some  few  steps 
Advanced  on  htx  way,  he  relieved  himself  of  ihc 
restraint  tie  had  been  labouring  undirr,  ami  indulged 
in  a  liltlc  Inugfatcr. 
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"  Why,  what  is  (lie  ilieme  of  your  roernmeni  ?" 
inquired  Rcnmore,  stniling. 
,  "  To  licnr  my  wortliy  tandlody  preleiul  to  Umeni 
whine  over  the  lossuf  a  man  tluit,  wbcn  hei 
tJivc,  »l)c  slighu-d  nnd  could  not  bmir." 

'*  Wluti  wiu  her  rrosoti  for  this?  iBtongfa  in  iJiis 
little  |)iece  af  hypocrisy  aho  exhibits  what  t>  wti- 
nened  in  many  1km<I(«  herself !" 

**  No  doubt,  no  doubt ;  but  the  foci  iit  oa  1  [«lt 
yoa.  As  to  the  reason  of  hiM-  dixlittc  to  Iter  hus- 
band, I  really  cannot  xpeak — tluit  in,  for  certain, 
bui " 

"  But  what  ?"  asked  Itenmorei  w  bis  informant 
■topped  sltort  in  his  tnlc  with  n  vigiiiricanl  lixik. 

'*  Why,  tlierc  was  a  »tory  whiupvrvd  about  that 
our  Uenuty  of  Buttermere  owed  her  parentage,  on 
the  bihvr'H  side,  to  a  higher  stock  than  the  bite 
'  good  man'  Weilierby  P  .  .  . 

"Indeed!"  ... 

"  I  don't  know  the  truth  of  it,  but  it  is  whispered, 
I   Mid  before,   that  our   worthy   liosiess   was 

tarried  up,'  as  it  is  termed,  to  her  late  '  dearly 
beloved  and  bimenicd'  husband  for  conTenicnce 
sake,  and  at  the  kind  suggestion  of  a  ceruin  noble 
lord,  also  lately  deceased," 

"And  so  (be  it  for  what  reaaotw  it  may)  Mre. 
Wetlierby's  afiections  never  eniered  into  the  mar- 
riage contract  she  was  inducevi  to  make  ?" 
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"  Exdctly ;  And  ihix  slie  tesuflent,  by  exhibiting  i 
pi-rpcttinl  sliglii  towai-ili  the  law  Wetberby,  who, 
liaviiiji;  suirvml  frum  a  stroke  of  paUy,  was  rendered^— 
a  cripple,  aiw)  itut  long  after  died."  ^M 

"Was  Ocrtruilc  at  all  uivare  of  tliese  reasons, 
wl>ethcr  iruly  Klunded  or  not,  of  her  inotbef '&  dis- 
like?" 

"  Not  a  whil.  She  not  only  believed — (as  ptr- 
baps,  indeed,  shs  was  jtisiiBed  in  doing,  for  all  ifl 
have  mentioned  is  but  stinnisc) — ^lic  not  only  bc- 
lioved,  1  say,  tlmt  Wctlit-rby  was  licr  ladivr,  but 
ever  nttctidcd  bim,  in  bis  docrepiltidci  witli  the 
most  constant  and  iinrvmitting  alTcction."  fl 

"  Cliarming  girl !     She  is  as  excellent  as  she  i«" 
lovely!     In  fact,  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  it,  if  %'ou 
only  look  at  the  suavity  of  her  countenance  I     To^f 
think  that  her  mother,  who  bears  wiiticss,  oa  we" 
liesrd  hcr>  to  her  attention  to  her  laie  father,  Klmuldj 
niaund«r  about  her  being  'perverse''  f  ain  sur 
Mm  is  amiability  iiMilf !" 

"  Ila.  )ia  !  smitten  again,  young  man,  I  muf^t  ex-' 
claim!"  cried   Ksdaile,  laughing.     '<  But  you  i»y^J 
rightly.     Oiily  see  how  a  puritanic  '  lurn'  preju*^! 
dices  the  mind.     Dame  Wetherby,  be.  assured,  was 
originally  ofadifTercntcomplexion  from  tliat demure 
person  slie  has  of  late  years  twconio ;  ami  more . 
especially  since  slic  has  been  imbibing  the  sancti'i 
nionioiiK  unction  of  this  Quandish.  .  .  ,  *  Pervvt 
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imieetl  I*  you  may  wril  cxcbtim  with  turpruv,  at  our 
lioslcss  BO  (IcsigualiDK  bcr  dauglner.  \<.>,  ultc  k  not 
perverse;  bnt  I  urn  U'l)  you,  ns  t  bave  renuirkcd 
Iwtbrr,  *lic  is  n  j^rl  uf  •^irii,  nnd,  k-t  me  lulil,  tbe 
person  t)nii  diitll  win  Iter  choice  m  a  liusJuind  wilt 
he  no  common  ponxm,  ilirprail  mi  It." 

Rctimore  luoki'd  nwny  nl  (bt-  lake  niitl  llid  bciia- 
tifiil  scenery  rotinti  it,  not  wi&lijn^  to  sbcw  lijr  IiIk 
couoicnAnce  tlint  bU  companion's  wortk  hiu]  anjr 
dTcct  on  bim. 

*'  Ail !  BL  lovely  scene  indeed,  and  1  tlon't  trotider 
at  your  bciitg  lost  over  it,"  resumed  Esdjiile.  *'  And 
now  suppose  we  try  thb  side  of  tbe  nwcr  dm,  be- 
fore We  fjo  to  llie  bfxiok  tlut  runs  into  it  f  'Iliere, 
you  cnn  perceive  it,"  lie  added,  pointing  it  out  ■( 
the  furtbrr  end  of  (!«  mcer ;  "  if  wc  d*>n'i  find  nny 
chnr  wbere  we  are,  wc  »re  sure  to  be  more  phi  i h 
ful  in  tbe  hmok." 

"  liy  all  niduu,"  replied  Renmon,-,  wbile  be  ndded 
to  himself,  "  I  trust  to  be  nble  to  mnke  my  esoipc, 
however,  before  you  have  Irk-d  loog  your  succck 
where  you  are."  In  fnct,  if  be  biul  bem  ■  lover  of 
the  angle,  he  could  liavc  derived  litil  little  enjoy- 
ment from  iu  use,  for  his  tlioughtit  vrere  oocupied 
too  iDUcli  on  mon-  iiitereUing  niAtlers,  and  lc»,  in- 
deed, concerning  hi*  own  tafeiy,  than  on  Gertrude. 
Well,  the  Doctor  tried  liis  luck  for  some  Htllc  time 
wilbout  success ;  not  »  single  *'  rise"  coold  lie  gel 
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from  the  chnr,  and  Iletimore  began  to  get  mora  . 
more  fidgety. 

**  There  is  not  ripple  ciiougli  on  the  water  berci 
Colciflcl ;  so  suppose,  without  more  ndo,  wv  adjoom 
to  ilic  brook." 

"  By  nil  means  do  you  repair  thither ;  htit  lu  i 
myself,  I  regret  thai  I  have  no  more  time  ihiui 
rvquire,  before  tlie  post  goes  out,  for  writing  lettc 
lo  my  various  correspondents." 

"  Ay,  a  Member  of  Parliament  must,  no  ctoubE,'^ 
bnve  full  demands  on  bis  time  for  answering  letters, 
amongst  other  items  of  his  public  doty  ;"  and  then, 
tteeing  [tenmorc  wns  about  (o  turn  away  into  another 
path,  he  added,  "  I  nm  so  sorry  you  will  not  permit 
me  to  introduce  you  lo  a  very  excellent  person,  a 
Mr.  Ilowbiggen,  a  patient  of  mine,  and  whom 
am  going  to  visit  in  the  course  of  the  morning." 

"  You're  very  kind ;  but  I  really  am  unable  nov 
[o  allow  myself  the  pleasure." 

"  Well,  another  day.     I  shall  most  certainly  na 
forget  to  look  in  upon  you. — Blens  me,"  he  added. ' 
grinning  in  Renmoi^'s  face,  "  you  look  very  young 
for  »  Colonel."  ^ 

"  I  am  okler  than  I  look,  perhaps  .  .  .  But  in- 
terest, B-hem — family  imerwi,"  rcplic<)  Renmorc, 
endeavouring  tu  smile,  though  he  could  not  help 
reddening  with  vexation  at  the  pertinacity  of  bi* 
comrade,  wlu>  replied, 
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Ay,  Ime ;  the  scions  of  our  uobic  uitl  more 
inflDcntial   houses  caa    oomnuiod   the   promotion 
wliicb  mcril,  iinniiJcd  by  ihc  tame  pawtrful  MiUn- , 
ance,  ofk-n  liiils  to  obtain.     No  ill  c-unipliineut  to  I 
yon.  Colonel." 

The  Dodor'ii  renuirk,  indeed,  vf«  right,  bowctcr 
tntobleKUDe  it  might  tw.  Men  vounj^r  iluin  our 
hero,  who  was  scarcely  niiie-iUKl-twt.-n[y,  imil  looked 
younger  llum  he  really  was,  held,  at  iltut  "  nolo- 
rioits  time"  the  rank  wc  find  him  assuming. 

*•  Not  at  all,  not  at  all,"  rcjiliixl  licnmore.  fid- 
geting off,  aiMl  smiling  good-humou redly. 

"  Welt,  BS  you  are  determined  to  deprive  me  of 
your  company,  I  will  not  press  you  to  come  any 
fiutber  with  me,  but " 

["  Oh,  good  hearcns  I"  ejaculated  Rcnmore  to 
liimself,  **  what  more  hangx  on  tliut  '  btitl'  "3 

■■  But  I  cx>uld  hmvc  introduced  you,  had  you  been 
a  Utile  lv»  a  martyr  to  your  public  duties,  uod  tlie 
pain  of  uncertainty  «(  loyour  movemenia, — I  could 
have  introduced  yuu  not  only  to  the  Lawions  I 
mentioned  at  breakfast,  and  my  worthy  polJvtit 
Mr.  Howbiggen,  and  also  his  inoidL'ti  autcr — " 

— {_"  Delightful !'  thought  Rcnmore.} 

..."  But " 

...['•  Anotlier  Init  I     Oh  !  good  heavens  1"] 

"  But  to  a  galaxy  of  *gciiiuse*,'  or  'geniV 
you  please,— an  intellectual  and  liiemry  circle  timt 
I  call  t]>e  •  Genii  of  ilie  Lamp,'  from  tlieir  siudioii»| 
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propensities,  or  l)»e  '  Genii  of  the  Lake,'  from  ihe 
romantic  rogion  of  (heir  dwelling-place !" 

**  You  arc  very — psrticulnrly — obliging,  and  at 
a  inorc  convenient  opporltiniiy  I  »lmU — " 

"  By  all  means !  to  be  sure !  I  lliought  you 
could  not  likr,  while  in  the  nctgtibourl>oocl,  to  be 
left  in  toliiude.  The  '  CVnii'  1  «|>cak  of  would 
delight  you.  I  need  not  nnme  Cn>lefield,  and 
Kouilimore,  and  M'oodaland,  whose  fame  liai 
spread  far  beyond  the  wilds  which  thej-  decorate 
by  their  presence." 

*'  Indeed,  I  honour  their  augitst  names,  and  trust 
sincerely"  (and  here  he  spoke  truly)  "  that  eircom- 
Etanocs  will  not  ilebar  me  the  pleasure  of  making 
Acquaintances  which  I  contemplate  with  so  much 
interest, — nor  render  it  Mccescnry  for  me  b>  quit  a 
neighbourlMMHlIamsodclightedwith — especially — " 
he  thought  to  himself,  htshenn  taking  up  the  pause 
where  his  word*  de«uted — "  *incc  CJertrude'*  pre- 
sence HO  urongly  heij^itens  its  charm." 

"  Well,  I  am  delighted  to  hear  you  hold  out 
hopet  tlml  we  diall  yet  have  the  honour  of  yoor 
addition  to  our  circle." 

RenmcHnc  bowed  and  moved  away. 

"And  I  may  be  permitted  to  look  in  (or  o 
Irani." 

Reiimorc  bowed  agiun  in  assent,  and  "  edged" 
yet  furtlicr  off. 

•<  I  beg  pardon,   but  Colonel   Reumore's  fAtnily 
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Ui*t  of  Lord  Uiutrenmorr,  is  it  not,  ml 
ore  in  Coitlineas?"  .  .  . 

But  Kvnroore  batt,  fortunately  for  hinuclf, 
taken  advanta^  of  a  turning  in  lite  path,  witicti 
led  liim  round  tl>e  clilT  under  which  their  parley 
Itad  token  place,  and  when  Esdaile  bad  looked 
round  for  a  reply  lo  his  last  interrugntonr,  Im  com- 
rade liad  disappeared. 

"  A  fine,  handsome,  gentlemanlike  fellow  f  said 
^daile  to  himscir.  "A  splendid  match  (a  bon 
parti,  89  the  French  bare  it)  he  would  nuiki>  for 
Iaotu  Lawioo,  the  bdreai  of  Ulacktam.  Come, 
oome ;  though  bcr  fkinJIy  is  i>ot  quite  to  lofty  a  one 
m  that  of  Kenmore  of  '  Cbn-ren-more,  coimty 
Coithneaa — Coloael — M.P."  &c.  tic.,  yet  Mill  >ili« 
IK  an  amiable  damsel,  and  pretty  too ;  and  with 
that  most  delightful  of  ■  female  attractions'  (at  tome 
consider  it),  'money.'  she  may  well  command  the 
band  of  even  a  loftier  suitor  t)um  my  friend  the 
Coloiiel.  And  now  for  the  brook  .  .  .  and  then 
lo  look  in  at  my  worthy  patient's,  Mr.  Uowbiggcn's. 
His  nsier,  that  cslimnblc  ludy,  yet  goetip-loving 
spinster  too,  will  nsk  me  to  Ktay  during  luncheon 
with  them  ;  and  by  tlm  time  I  have  sufficiiMiily  tried 
my  lock  in  tite  brook  it  will  be  (he  hour  when 
1  must  feei  my  worthy  friend  Mr.  Howbiggcn'a 
pulse.  How  dcli^lited  Mi»  Ilowbiggen  will  be 
with  the  news  of  tliis  '  new  arriral.*  t^l  tne  see — 
»0l-  t.  » 
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I  slinll  lulminixtcr  news  and  focxi  (or  gossiping  u> 
her,  and  pliysic  to  Aim.  .  .  .  Uc  shall  continue  the 
powdcn — tliey  io  no  harm,  if  tliey  do  no  great 
good."  .  .  . 

Witb  tbcsc  salutary  reflixttoiis,  itnd  prospects  of 
dtspensing  aliment  both  for  mind  and  body,  the 
piscslorinl  Doctor  proceeded,   followwl  by  Bryoti, 
to  hU  fnvoiii'ite  brook,  from  which  Mr.  Howbig- 
gen'fl  cottage  was  not  fiir  distant.     It  was  situate 
on  the  borders  of  the  mccr,  its  white  *rallB  !»eirig 
discernible  from  the  spot  where  Esdailc  stood,  a$ 
they   peeped   through  the  trees  that  surrounded 
them.     So  leaving  him  to  tluit  "  tnoiliciae  of  the 
soul"  which  the  reflections  of  liis  happy  solitui^ 
afforded — leavmg  him  to  this,  no  less  than  toad^ 
mini^iier,  in  due  time,  those  more  nuiterial  medicines 
which  bis  patients  might  rajuire  nt  his  hands,  «H 
will  now  turn  away  from  him,  and  follow  on  the 
track  of  Ken  more.   Was  bis  Kililude  equally  bappjr. 
Were  any  luippy  reflections  his, — to  "  luedid 
the  soul?  and 


'  CIcanw  the  foul  bosom  of  ihii  penloui  atuff 
ThM  wdghs  upoa  ih<  li«ui"  1 

as  Maebetli  says.     At  any  rate  il>e  thought  of  Ge? 
trude  was  balm  to  his  spirit.     Hut  let  us  "afu 
him,"  And  see  wliat  befals. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

"  H«  wai  a  mjrwinl  uxl  ■  sbnpl*  child, 
Fond  uf  each  genlte  aiul  »cb  dnrndTal  i 

"  I  feu  tiiM,  Anciont  Muina, 
1  fatrlbMl" 

Coluimk's  RMyxKofHe  Ainitnt  Manatr. 

There  is  a  crag  Utat  overlooks  tlie  land  far  and 
wide,  from  tho  height  of  Skiildaw  to  the  banka  of 
Ultnraier.  'Dicre  the  spoclatnr  quails  largely  the 
deliglit  tlint  aaure  I  alt  r  •floods,  l)o*omed  in  mij^ty 
uaiuriil  IwttrK  at  tltv  mountain's  fool — that  rills, 
sparkling  in  spiral  silvery  columnadown  the  hill- 
nde — titat  hkuKHned  meails,  and  copses,  and  mon- 
chcquered  banks,  some  nearer,  some  furtim-  off* 
and  losing  tliem  in  the  distance,  aObrd,— while  all 
miaglc  in  one  vast  and  varied  prospect,  and  stretch 
in  gtant  panorama  around,  beauteous  as  mngnifi- 
cent  I  .  .  .  'Ilicrc  is  a  crag  nherc  the  riwii  rarth, 
u  though  cloven  by  tome  mij^ity  convulsioa  of 
f  2 
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naturC)  lays  bare  the  socmu  of  a  pwA  world,— (here 
the  scarclicr  aFler  sublime  tmtb,  ttic  geoUigi^i* 
above  others,  cIcligliU  to  tmcc,  in  legible  chiiracttr*, 
in  iu  gi^iitic  poj^  the  mystic  intelligence  of  E)<1  it 
rcveal.t  to  him. 

Poring  on  that  dread  n-riting  on  Nature's  woll, 
writ  by  the  invisible  hand  of  the  Creator,  stood  one 
OR  the  brow  of  the  precipiire,  looking  don-n  its 
diwy  height.  The  crow  that  poised  it,  on  slow- 
whccling  pinion,  midway  down  the  steep,  n'os  as  a 
speck ;  and  the  sense  tcettsl  with  gazing,  till  it 
seemed,  to  anyone  looking  down  it,  as  if  a  certain 
fatality  impelled  him  to  fling  himself  headlong  orer 
the  crag — whcii,  shuddering  nt  so  perilous  n  scnso- 
lion,  he  has  hastily  drawn  back,  and  placed  himself 
licyend  the  reach  of  lliai  verge's  fearful  fascination. 
It  was  with  a  scnnttion  such  as  tbb  that  the  pcnoo 
who  had  been  standing  over  the  cha.sn),  scanning 
its  riven  sides  and  tlie  geolt^ical  chnracteni  they 
displayed,  turned  away,  and  suddenly  came  face 
to  &ce  witli  our  hero,  whose  pathway  from  the  mecr 
bank  had  led  him,  hy  its  devious  windings,  along 
the  cliff  aide  to  the  sjwi  where  he  now  stood. 

11)61%  was  an  intelligence  and  contemplative  cast 
in  the  counlenance  of  the  person  tluit  nrrestetl  Kcn- 

*  Graaiu,  sieaiM,  fotfkijty,  trap,  \n  hII  goological  ftaUinf 
oT  (bis  ngiM.  Tha  slaie  fonmtion  caatlsi*  ol  thnt  sraup*  «r 
Ull*. 
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jnore'fi  atlcntioD.  Hie  full  dark  e;e  was  siretchcil 
with  ttie  g&ze  through  which  the  mind's  inquiry 
Mcmci]  poring ;  and  yet  there  wu  minglMl  with 
the  rxal(«l  rltaritctcr  of  genius  m  limplicity  loo, 
and  gooil  humour,  evinced  in  ihe  smile  that  [lUjrcd 
baLMiunlly  on  the  hp.  And  tliis  characteristic  w«s 
betokened  aUo  in  the  full,  mdcly,  cheerful  aspect 
of  the  cheek,  tluit  mlded  a  bencvolcflcc  of  oppcnr- 
&noe  not  always  found  coupled  with  the  higher  and 
generally  sterner  fbaliires  of  intcllccl.  If  ihc  ap- 
pearance of  litis  person  waa  such  as  to  excilc 
Itenmore's  interest,  if  not  curtodty,  the  remark* 
that  subsequently  eicnpcil  turn  were  csdeulAted  hy 
ibeir  singularity,  no  leas  tlian  reflection,  to  in- 
crease it ;  and  if  ICcnmore  has  been  witoeeed  as 
imierifiining  any  npprehensionat  generally  speak- 
ing, aN  to  meeting  people,  they,  in  llw  preieni  in- 
•lann^  gave  way  to  scnlimvnut  of  a  very  different 
and  more  elevatcil  order. 

"  A  noble  point  of  view  this  !"  be  observed, 
breaking  the  silence  maintained  by  both  spectators 
as  they  looked  from  the  height. 

"  Ay,"  said  the  other,  answering  the  remark 
without  interrupting  the  fit  of  musing  in  which 
ha  qipewred  to  be  absorbed — "  I  was  fbllowin;^  a 
somewhat  strange  train  of  reflection  a*  I  looked  at 
the  records  of  a  past  world,  that  tiie  strata  of 
that  rock  exhibit." 


102 


ADVENTURES  OP 


"  Indeed,  they  open  a  vast  field  to  reflection, 
both  awful  imd  curioiM,— but  wh.it,  in  particular, 
euggcstul  itself  to  jxiu  ?"  inquired  KvnmorC)  tum- 
iog  lo  the  gcologiKt,  (for  iticli  he  took  him  to  be,) 
wboK  <!ycs  were  Mill  gnxinf;  on  the  rumncy  of 
some  dream,  or  imn^e  of  the  iniml,  lltut  occupied 
and  amused  liis  intellecttiul  vision,  an  ho  smiled 
ihrougli  his  dream  at  the  iltiuions  pictured  in  it. 

*■  Why,  I  was  thinking,  na  1  looked  bnck  on  ibe 
imageof  the  past,  portrayed  inilM;  subUme  cmyons 
of  that  mighty  Di^lalenn  hand  that  made  all  thingy, 
—I  was  thinking,  1  say.  ss  I  looked  back  on  tlie  poM, 
and  traced  tl>e  new  series  and  creations  of  cxiM« 
encc  it  exhibits  nsconcomiiant  with  new  revolutions 
of  earth  nnd  its  imprnv^l  i-tmtR — that  one  day, 
when  this  prcMnt  exiviing  surface  of  ilic  globe  it, 
with  its  human  progeny,  swept  away,  a  yet  belter 
and  improved  essence  or  birth — ay,  a  purer  porce* 
lain  titan  human  clay,  might  be  lite  produce  and 
accompaniment  of  an  improved  qiuiliiy,  too,  of 
strata." 

"An  interesting  and  original  (peculation,  tnilyf" 
taiil  Kenmore,  smiling;  "but  what  makes  }*oa 
think  that  any  new  stratum  would  be  an  improre- 
ment  ?  Would  it  not  rather  be  a  worse,  according 
to  tlic  belief  that  this  preM-nt  formation  of  earth  is 
to  be  destroyed  by  fire?  The  melancholy  itdusi 
and  black  hulk  it  will  exhibit  would  appear  to  my 
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rnliMT-  Iik«  s  giant  mole  of  cinder,  or 
Bcattrreil  rock,  or  man  erf"  molten  and  workcd-oul 
ore  dron." 

"  A  just  rcnuu-k,"  said  the  gcdogitt,  {Tor  to  we 
will  call  liim,)  Kmittng  as  he  (cit  bo  had  met  with  a 
man  of  itm^natioo,  and  k>  far,  lo  a  certain  extent, 
a  congenial  ^irit. — *'  You  exhibit  to  mc  no  uo- 
poeiknl  or  unjuu  i(l«a — but  the  cariosity  of  my  awn 
■pemtation  ii  not  >o  much  of  a  chimera  ai  you 
■Bgfat  hni^^aie.  lb  probability  is,  aasaredly,  cor- 
Tobonrted  by  tba  evidences  of  the  past." 

**  And  Iww  >o  1"  asked  H«nmoro,  smiliog  with 
mingled  curiosi^  and  incredulity. 

<*  \Vhy,  iheae  scraia  all  bear  record  of  an  im- 
provod  Kucoesive  character  aa  regards  tlicir  ca|)u- 
bility  of  sustaining  life  in  tlw  beings  tliat  dwelt  on 
ibem.  Ofeachtltes<Hl,or"cnniter,'*hMSU0ceMiTd7 
been  leas  rcluctanL  On  each  an  improved  birth, 
BO  leiB  than  a  new  essence  of  vitality,  has  1>een  en- 
gendered, — why  then,  should  not,  through  Hme's 
dark  mazes,  be  traced  a  day — a  dim  futurity — 
when  this  present  sur&ce  of  earth,  on  which  we 
crawl,  (and  where  wc  lram«  such  extended  and 
mtgliiy  dreams,  and  so  disproportionate  lo  our 
petty  ^Mn,) — why,  I  say,  should  not  an  improved 
surliioe  of  eartli,  under  a  new  revolution  of  the 
globe,  take  its  succession  in  tlie  mighty  routine 
which  those  strata  before  us  sltew  it  has  already 
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made  ?  Yes  !  after  cartit  lias  been  swept  nn-iiv,  I 
can  irocc,  A-om  tlic  assurance  of  its  past  gradaiion* 
snil  successive  improvctiHtiU — n  purer  surface  and 
■  more  refined  soil  a»  the  cruillc  of  a  purer  pro- 
geny, too,  am\  more  refined  essence  of  ritality." 

*'  ft  I*,  at  any  rate,  a  pleasing  and  fiincirul  idea," 
he  continued,  in  concJIintioti  of  ibe  s>eir-love  of  the 
person  bo  stldrcssetl,  "  such  ns  might  dcli({1u  ihe 
imagination  of  n  certain  eminent  geniat  lliat,  I 
understand,  dwells  in  this  neighbourhood — I  menn 
a  Golcfield,  or  even  a  Milton." 

The  geologist  smiled  as  lie  said,  "  Milton't 
dreams  were  less  fancifid  and  ideal,  leiis  vaguely 
original,  you  will  perhaps  say,  than  this  poor 
Ooleficld's  )-ou  spctik  of.  Millun's  imagination 
looked  for  its  visions  more  in  decorations  of  llie 
past,  and  in  received  ideas,  than  in  s[>eculations  of 
futurity  and  future  novel  creations.  Tliis  meta- 
physical characteristic  of  imagimttioii  belongs  to  a 
later  tiny — lo  (jcrmim  iiiiellectuul  innuratioits — 
from  which,  perhaps,  GotefleUl  may  pouibly  hare 
caught  a  certain  contagion  of  this  kind — a  certain 
tone — though,  indeed,  no  positive  hj-polhesia  or  »y»> 
lemof  opiniops.  As  to  the  subject,"  he  continued, 
"  which  has  just  now  been  amusing  us,  I  have 
witnesseil,  by-the-hye,  a  little  poem'  by  Golefield, 

■  Tliis  it  subioincd  in  ibe  appendix,  that  it  my  be  refinnd 
lo^u  UloitmiDgtbcdklogiw  that  has  juMtafctn [dace. 


MMES  HAHTELD. 


105 


jf  which.  shoaU]  wc  meet  ftgaiil,  I  ilonbt  not  tluil  I 

'shall  be  lUilc  to  oblsin  you  n  MtgliL"     Thus  con- 

vcrsii^,  they  passed  down   die  hill  by  the  easy 

ypc  on   which   die   height  was  approached   ou 

hs  opposite   nnd  southern  side,   Itenmore  feeing 

jtix  curiosity  more  and  more  awakened  u  to  who 

IiIk  person  could  be  in  whose  company  bo  was, 

i»d  who  wu  characterised  by  so  singular  and 
(which  chiefly  timuM-d  him)  so  sincere  n  train 
or  Uiuugtit  or  spcculatkint  despite  iu  being 
so  Gtndrul.  "  This  must  doubtless  be,"  be  said 
to  hinueif^  "  one  of  Dr.  Esdaile's  *  Genii  or  the 
Ijike.'  I  should  have  iiiiiigincd  i[  Iiod  been  Gule* 
^Id,  by  the  peeuHur  fanciful  charftclerislics  llial 
nnrk  him.  But  it  cannot  be  so,  for  if  it  luid  been 
himself,  bo  wouUI  surely  bare  said  so,  on  my  men- 
tioning the  nnme.  Whoercr  he  his,  li«  is  no  com* 
mon  cbamcter ;  and  if  he  is  a  geologist,  \*e  is  not 
by  any  means  of  die  common  evcry<day  tribe  of 
bfickbnl  liammcrers  and  meclianieal  gropers  after 
*  Boetz,  quartx.  and  trap.'  " 

Whilst  engaged  in  these  reltcclions,  tlie  atteii* 
tion  of  our  hero,  aitd  of  the  geologist  as  well,  was 
ei^aged  by  Uie  appeaianoe  of  an  old  man  dretscd 
in  a  sailor's  habit,  s3ow]y  appmnching  them  from 
the  valley  at  the  entrance  of  which  they  now 
fennd  themselves,  liaving  arrived  at  U«  foot  of 
the  ascent. 

y  a 
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"  Oh,  here  ut  old  Mike  I  poor  old  man  :  if  be 
is  going  otir  w.iy  I'll  help  him  cnrrv  his  hundle," 
said  ilie  geoloj^t,  with  cliaractLTistic  simplicity 
und  kind-hearudncss,  "  und  bug  a  story  of  iiim  in 
relum." 

"  Whiit  !  i%  !«,  pmy,  one  of  the  '  Genii  of  the 
1-akc  ?' "  inquired  Keiimorc,  smiling. 

"  Oh  yt»,  indeed,  I  may  call  him  ho  !  He  is 
certainty  an  nddidonal  object  of  interest,  uud  no 
insignificaul  one  either  in  tiie  spot  where  he  is  a 
dweller.  .  .  .  And  iti  not  his  appcflrnnce  'pic- 
turesque ?'  Look  at  tlie  venerable  grey  locks  Boat- 
ing fWini  under  his  low  i>ron<l  )uit,  with  die  wild 
flowers  aitd  ulbniross  teatlicr  stuck  in  iu  ample,  but 
lambhed  riband  ;-^ml  see  the  grcnvcs  or  1^> 
gings  of  scitl-«kin  tlie  old  innn  wears,  tied  witi)  tags 
of  blue  clotii,  by  way  of  variety  to  bis  milor's 
dress." 

"  lie  appears  a  study,  nt  any  rate,  for  genius  to 
depict,  cither  tliat  of  poet  or  pointer,"  said  Keii- 
more. 

'*  Ay,  and  is  a  genius,  a  poet,  and  jiainler,  too, 
himself  I  ...  lie  will  tell  you  marrellous  tales  of 
the  voyage  he  took  to  *  the  icy  sea'  once  that  will 
make  your  blood  run  as  cold  as  if  you  were 
hemmed  in  amongst  tlie  icebergs  themselves." 

"  Indeed  I  I  should  like  much  to  bear  a  spe- 
cimen one  of  these  days  of  his  jwwcrs." 
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"Well,  here  he  i»— mark  liim  wril.  Then  u  a 
about  hiit  brow  tliai  yon  may  tma^iK 
Dante's  wore,  ncconling  to  tlie  portraits  of  liim, 
«iiich  all  exitibit  bia  cuiinteiianoe  ns  iliougl)  woo- 
b^ne  from  the  Ceorful  loenes  of  wliicit  )>«  ImcI 
suDg,  and  tbroagb  wbich  joa  might  ulmoct  ima- 
gine be  bad  poned.  The  poet  looks  icathed  tm 
it  were  with  the  flames  be  lias  depicted.  .  .  .  But 
here  i>  our  'ancient  mariticr  I' — Good  morrow^ 
Mik« !  ore  you  bound  Tor  Keswick,  or  '  whither- 
away*  do  you  wend  ?"  asked  tl>e  geologisL 

"*  1  was  making  for  Keswick,  as  yuur  honour 
MtpposeE,"  replied  tlie  old  "  weird"  man  ;  and 
iben  kioking  at  Hcnmons  he  paused  for  a  moment 
witli  his  eye  intent  on  his  couiiieuanoe,  while  he 
started  inTotuntarily  as  i(  he  hod  known  or  recog- 
nised him,  from  having  previously  seen  him.  Ren- 
more,  on  hia  part,  shrunk  back  from  his  •cniiiny. 
— He  bad  seen  Mike  before,  and  did  twt  Like  to 
rememtwr  when. 

"  Uave  you  any  iKwt,  Mike  7"  asked  the  geolo- 
gtsti  "  we  wont  you  to  tell  us  one  of  your  itori<.-«. 
Here  is  a  gcnUcman,  a  stranger  in  tlte  counlr)' 
hcrct  whom  1  have  been  apprbmg  of  your  renown 
fur  legendary  lore,  and  the  perils  you  have  en- 
couutcred." 

**  Mayhap  lie  lias  encountered  perils  too  liiin> 
self !"  said  the  old  man,  turning  his  keen  grey  eye 
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on  oiu-  hero  wiih  a  look  of  significance.  "  No," 
be  coniinued,  after  a  pause,  "  1  know  no  news  but 
K  re)K>ri  that  llic  famous  forger  and  impostor  Hut* 
Belli  is  lurking  somewhere  about  the  district." 

"  Indeed  !  I  should  like  just  for  onoe  to  see  that 
indtvidiml,"  Mtid  the  geologist;  "  I  am  told  he  is 
ft  vtry  clever  fellow  and  a  most  gen  tie  man -like  and 
well-intbrmed  man.  Ilave  you  not  heard  so  7"  be 
ud<led  to  Renmore. 

*<  Yis  indeed,  I  have  !"  replied  the  CotoncI, 
«  but  I  understood  tliat  he  bad  been  kttowu  to 
have  escaped  from  tliis  district  at  Ravenglaits  some 
time  Ago,"  l>e  added,  looking  at  Mike  widi  an  uir 
of  inquiry,  either  pretended  or  real. 

"  Ye*,  tliat  be  did  1"  answered  Mike,  "and  I 
know  it  too !  for  a  certain  gentleman  I  conveyed 
in  my  litde  sloop  lying  there  I  found  out  after- 
vrnrdK  was  Uic  very  man.  Lord,  what  rewards 
they  offiTed  for  taking  him  I  I  should  know  bim 
again  aiirangst  a  thousand." 

"  Would  you  betray  him,"  asked  Renmore, 
<* should  you  diance  to  full  in  wiili  him?"  in  a 
somewhat  lowered  tone  in  the  old  man'a  ear. 

"  I  betray  him  ?  not  1 !  I'm  not  the  man  to 
profit  by  any  »uc))  '  sneaking  trick  ;'  I  think  him 
too  clever  a  fi-llow,  for  my  part,  not  to  wish  he  may 
escape  after  all." 

"  Well  said,  Mike  !  that  b  worthy  your  faon»t 
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)i«ari,  and  worthy  tbe  heart  or  a  British  sailor," 
jtiud  tbe  geologist. 

*>  It  is  indeed  a  Clinstian-like  fwlinjf,"  obwrwd 
llenmore,  "  but  in  this  sute  of  society,  wlier«  nun 
is  9o  much  a  '  wolf  to  man,'  it  is  not  often  che- 
rished ;"  and  as  he  spoke  his  lip  transiently  qd- 
vered  under  the  emotion,  of  which,  lor  soma  cause 
or  other,  he  was  aenublc,  and  which  be  found  it 
difficult  nltogGtl»cr  to  subdue.  In  nying  this,  he 
looked  again  at  old  Mike  with  a  look  of  half  mis- 
tnist,  which  soon  however  vanished  lor  one  of 
dKerfulncss  and  confidence  as  tlie  keen  liawk's 
eye  of  ilic  "  weird  mariner"  altered  it»  n^fnrd  of 
ilaogcrous  si^ificanoc  (or  one  of  more  bcncii'oluil 
mfluting  ;  while  die  Colonel  at  this  moment  6ad- 
iog  his  path  was  in  a  different  direction  from  that 
which  his  late  companion,  the  gcolo^tut,  wu  pro- 
ceeding upon  towards  Keswick,  he  nwk  thia  op- 
portunity of  bidding  him  good  morning  oa  be  lefl 
hioi  and  Mike  to  pursue  their  way  together. 

The  singularity  of  character,  in  different  ways,  of 
both  these  persons,  Iwwcver,  bad  made  KulScieot 
impression  on  Renmorc's  mind  to  induce  him  to 
cast  one  backward  fiance  at  them,  after  lie  had  pro- 
ceeded a  »hort  distance  on  hb  way.  Tlw  fiivour- 
oble  impre«ion  be  liad  received  of  die  bvncvolcncc 
of  ibe  geologist's  diaractcr  was  now  augmented  by 
bis  witnesung  bim  performing  an  almost  filial  act 
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oTkintlRCss  to  the  old  mariner,  by  supporting  him 
witli  his  arm,  besides  carrying  hta  bundle  for  him. 
At  the  same  time,  his  sttGiition  appeared  ab- 
■orbed  in  some  "  tale  of  wonder"  which  he  bad 
solicited  of  Mike.  He  continued  gazing  at  the 
"group,"  as  a  painter  would  say.  when,  witii  the  na- 
tural sii^estion  whispered  by  individual  apprehen- 
sion, and  tliat  consciousness,  it  may  be,  of  crime, 
bj-  which  wc  have  already  witnessed  him  Itauntcd, 
he  exclaimed  to  himself,  '*  What  can  be  the  to[MC 
on  which  the  old  man  seems  to  expatiate  so  ear- 
nestly, to  judge  by  the  gestures  he  uses  ?  I  wonder 
whether  he  can  be  speaking  of  mc  ?  .  .  .  Yet,  no ; 
I  do  not  think  lie  would  say  anytliing— but  I  am 
ciicompssscil  with  danger,  and  haunted  by  that 
worst  of  alarm,  Uncertainty,  and  may  rcasonablj 
dread  everyone  I  encounter  I"  .  .  .  Well,  indeed, 
might  he  say  so,  undaunted  and  enterprising  natu- 
rally as  bo  notwithstanding  was.  He  hod  proceeded 
on  his  way  a  little  further,  when,  on  again  looking 
bock,  he  now  witneswd  die  geologist  pursuing  hts 
patli  alone,  while  Mike  had  taken  luiotlii-r  direc- 
tion. Ue  bod  not,  however,  gone  very  much 
further  before  bis  surprise  was  awakened  by  teeing 
t]ic  "  ancient  mariner"  in  hb  padi,  into  which,  it 
tliotild  seem,  the  old  man  had  turned,  from  on  ave* 
Duc  termed  by  a  cleft  in  the  bill,  which  had  hilberto 
escaped  his  anentwn. 
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**  I  have  Klumnl  lo  lell  you.  Sir,"  Mid  Mik», 
"  (and  don't  wikIi  to  luk  you  how  far  )-ou  mav  be 
JDtcrcstcd  or  not  ill  tite  niiitltT,^that  tticre  ii  u 
'  reward'  oSered  for  the  »pprcbcnsion  of  i>i«t  nnie 
*  Hatfield'  iu  lliia  rerjr  Ukiiricl,  as  near,  indeed,  a> 
(U  Keswkk.  So,"  b«  odde*),  Id  a  lowered  and  more 
wary  tone,  "  if  be  should  be  in  the  way,  it  were 
well  he  were  on  bis  ^ard  .'" 

"  And  no  donlt,^  answered  Renmore,  "  be 
would  ihauk  you  sincerely,  were  lie  prewnii  for 
your  amity  and  well* meant  caotiou.  So  the 
blood-hounds,  it  appear*,  are  iiut  in  ihcir  ptir>uit 
after  him  !  And  who  is  ttie  U-adcr  of  tht-  [Mkcic  that 
is  on  the  scent  for  him  tii  Uiix  dtttrict,  aflcr  all  ihe 
doublings  of  die  chase  7" 

"  Aa  usual,  where  the  cover  n  dcepni,  the  game 
is  suspected  lo  lie ;  iiiid  in  llicse  lonely  wilib  is  the 
quarry  senrclwd  for.  As  Kir  die  pursuer — a  public 
■py  and  blood-thiniter  can  borrow  no  better  guise 
than  that  of  Iteligiou  to  mask  bis  real  purpose — 
^Jo  veil  ibe  character  at  once  and  object  of  his 
ence." 

"  Under  the  guise  of  religion !  I  know  no  such .  ■  • 
that  is  .  .  ."  said  Renmore,  liesitalingly,  "  I  won- 
der •  .  .  I  mean  to  olwcfrrp,  that  junlioe  is  much 
obliged  to  such  on  adroit  and  cunning  myrmidon  ? 
But,"  be  continued,  trying  to  asBamc  a  carelcKsen, 
orirren  jocularity  of  tone,  "do  you  think  ilie  'qoatry' 
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will  escape  after  alt  ?  You  Iiave,  I  hear,"  be  a<]dc(l, 
smiling,  "the  reputnlion  of  being  somewltai  of  a 
(OOtlLsayer." 

'i1i«  old  man  shook  his  head  aa  the  grey  lockt 
waved  soleniiily  over  his  brow,  and  looketl  at  Ilen- 
inore  wiih  a  countonoDcc  that  little  reciprocated 
the  I'orctit  joculariiy  li«  delected.  On  the  contrary, 
hu  look  bespoke  sorrow,  deeply  mingled  with  tlie 
RCrutiuy  of  that  regard  which  he  bent  on  his  com- 
panion. Even  the  constitutional,  no  less  tlian  ha- 
bitual, 6i-inncss  of  llic  latter  was  shaken  by  that 
look  of  fearful  significance  and  sorrowful  feeling  as 
he  observed — 

'*  You  mm  your  eye  very  fixedly  on  me.  Do 
you  sec  anything  in  my  countenance  that  augurs 
misfortune  'f  and  he  again  attempted  (o  smile  as 
he  spoke. 

<■  Did  I  ever  sec  a  smile  on  iho  lip,  with  which 
the  upper  part  of  ilic  face  agrees  itot  m  cxprefi- 
sion,  that  I  did  not  know  it  to  be  feigned*  and 
fbrocd? — to  be  tlie  disguise  of  n  mind  ill  at  ease, 
and  of  a  lick  spirit?"  rcplinl  Mike,  with  t)ie  same 
solemn  significance,  and  which,  indeed,  generally 
characterized  his  loDC  "Itie  mind,"  he  conlinued, 
*' looks  through  ilie  eyes;  and  ibe  brow  should 
smile  in  unison  with  the  lip  to  sl>ew  the  joy  sincere." 


*  Tht»  wu  uniTon&l;  rentulicd  of  Nspoleoo**  smil«. 
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"  Yon  arc  quite  a  physiogitomist,  my  fjood  old 
roanr 

"  I  woalfl  I  w«rc  not  f  tvplled  the  wcird<n»ri- 
Der,  still  fixing  liU  rcganl  wiih  the  same  cxprrinon 
as  before  on  his  companion,  who  now  conivmpUtcd 
litm  with  t)ie  tacil  dread  a  man  might  l»c  supposed 
to  feci  in  communing  with  an  cti)  epirit,  however 
much  he  might  endeavour  to  rouse  op  GirtittMle  tor 
the  inlerriew. 

"Why,"  asked  R.:nmorc  ngain,  "da  you  look 
so  intently,  and  sorrowfulty  tO0|  on  me?" 

**  Do  not  ask  me  why,"  nid  the  old  man  ;  "  the 
day  will  come  whicli  mint  prove  me  right,"  and  lie 
made  n  movement  at  if  to  leave  hu  companion  ami 
strike  into  another  path  which  here  prewnied  itself, 
muttering  at  the  same  time  words,  the  import  of 
which  did  iKit  reach  Kciimore's  ear. 

*'  Nay,  nay ;  don't  leave  me  so  abruptly,"  cri«^ 
the  latter;  "  I  mutt  know  what  it  is  tliut  lo  arresu 
your  aUention, — that  passes  id  your  nitnd,  as  you 
bend  your  eyes  so  significantly  on  me." 

"  Do  not,  do  not  stay  mc,"  mid  the  okl  man, 
with  an  expression  of  mingled  dread  and  anxiety, 
while  he  shrank  from  Rcnmore,  who  yet  cndca- 
voored  (o  retain  him  with  his  liaiid;  "  why  will  yoo 
boMmeback?" 

«  I  must— I  will  heu- 1  ...  I  beg  of  you,"  said 
Renmore,  anxioutly. 


m 


ADVKNTimES  OF 


"  Why  force  me  to  make  you  miserable  T  I  will 
not  utter  it  aloud.  ...  If  you  will  hear  it,  then, 
advance  your  ear  here."  He  bent  his  aged  head 
towards  Renmore,  and  whispered  words  that  shot 
like  an  ice-bolt  to  his  heart  In  vain  did  he  en- 
deavour to  rally  at  the  moment ;  he  was  for  some 
little  time  bewildered  in  surprise  no  less  than  dismay, 
and  when  he  came  to  himself  again,  and  looked 
round  for  the  old  wizard  (for  so  Mike  was  not 
unreasonably  deemed)  he  was  gone. 
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CHAPTER  Mil. 


"  WhM  I  imh  Om  door, 
UhMt;  took!  MimU  bmI  dm  r 


AoiTATED,  confounded,  uid  vitb  increased  feel- 
togs  of  iloubt  and  aiixJetir,  Reiitnorc  pursued  hiswtjr 
bock  to  liis  "  hiding-place,"  it  tnii}'  be  callecl,  nihet 
thui  abode.  Uappy  would  be  bare  been  if  he 
coaid  hmve  felt  tlisi  Uk  spot  of  hii  preKnt  sojourn 
migbt  indeed  prove  a  hiding-plncc  for  biui ;  but 
Mike's  oomiounication  forbade  bim  tube  tliuscotifi- 
dent.  The  tbouglitofthe  <'blood-tKnindB'*beuigon 
bb  track  bauiiled  him  at  every  turn ;  and  with  bed' 
tating  fooUIeps  lie  retraced  his  way  homeward, 
througli  rugj^  and  dcTtous  paths,  now  uvcrhang- 
tDg  the  borders  of  tbe  mcer,  now  winding  hi 
covert  mazes  along  tlic  slope  of  the  crag,  (heltered 
by  the  impending  rock-brow  on  one  side,  and  on 
tbe  other  by  tbe  thick  tangled  briar  BT>d  heath. 
As  be  stole  along  by  tliic  rugge<)  path,  lie  vu 
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suddenly  slartlccl  by  a  nuisc.  whi<^,  however,  turned 
out  to  Ik-  but  tliv  hurried  rustling  of  tlK  stray  sheep 
that  gnisod  on  the  mountnJn  turf-siope,  and  vrhosc 
repOM  under  the  bushes,  whitlKT  they  hitd  strayed 
for  shelter  from  the  heal,  was  dUturhed  by  his  ap- 
proach ;  nieautime  the  ^hejilterd  loiterer  tluit  he 
now  saw,  as  ilic  sheep-walk  widenc<l  mid  the  hill 
presented  a  more  open  scope  for  grazing,  was  even 
eU'ed  by  him,  nt  Srst,  with  suspicion. 

The  little  inn  Ht  length  appeared  in  sight  Its  neat 
though  homely  aspect  looketl  all  content,  and  peace, 
nod  retirement— joy  to  tlic  wayfarer,  and  promise  of 
rest  and  rccniital  . .  .  but  not  so  to  him.  "  Hcst  and 
repose,"  he  timught.  "arc  not  pcnnitted  me  tlirough 
tlic  wide  world  ;  lor  where  dare  I  hope  or  look  for 
security?  The  glimpse  of  happiness  I  csught  in 
<icrfru(h:'s  prcsenee,  liow  vainly  was  it  cherished  ! 
Who  can  it  be  that  b  thus  haunting  my  path  ?  And 
can  he,  then,  be  so  near  the  spot  of  my  retreat? 
Perhaps  even  now  the  nnibush  it  laid  for  me !"  . .  . 
With  these  thoughts,  naturally  suggested  ns  llicy 
were  by  his  peculiarly  hazardous  situation,  without 
any  disparagement  to  tliat  spirit  of  boldness  and 
enterprise  dint  we  shall  hereafter  witness  as  charac- 
terizing him,  Renmore  arrived  at  t!ie  Traveller's  Re«. 

lie  gained  access  to  tlie  house  by  a  back 
cntrnnoe,  that  led  into  the  garden  acroas  a  little 
rustic  bridge  thrown  over  the  brook ;  and  if  he 
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bftd  escaped  ibe  notice  of  ntiy  one  in  his  pniangt 
bitbcr,  tm  alarm  was  justiv  dcfttiited  to  be  arooMtl 
■gain  by  witnessing  wtial  was  an  unuitual  ami  at 
once  unaccountalile  circumstance,  namely,  the  pre- 
sence of  both  GGrtmde  and  Mn.  W'clherby  ad- 
vancing to  meet  him,  as  if  apparently  they  bad 
been  Icmking  out  Tor  liii  rvtum  Immc  )  As  Ger- 
trude approadicil  him,  h«  thaiiglit  to  hinuclf — 
"  Perhaps  there  is  dunger  near,  ami  she  is  coming 
to  warn  mc,  in  her  benevtdence,  from  thv  spot  .  .  . 
but  no ;  iliere  ia  her  mother  alito  with  her,  whom  t 
can  scarcely  consider  of  a  di«pc«i(ion  so  cliaritablc^ 
despite  her  religious  propensttioi.  No;  they  arc 
poHiibly  coming  to  tetl  mc  that  1  am  a  prisoner — 
tliat  lam  discoven-d- — that  I  am  known- — that  the 
myrmidons  of  justice  are  within  these  walln,  and  thai 
my  way  is  beset — my  path  surrounded — that  escape 
is  vain  ! — Or,  yet  more,  Gertrude,  taiif^htnow  to 
mtitrust  my  character,  and  loathing  my  presence, 
is  come  to  betray,  to  decoy  mc,  into  iJ>eir  hands  I 
Well,  death  will  be  sweet  if  I  nni  led  to  it  by  tti« 
hand  of  such  and  so  dear  un  executioner."  .  .  . 
And  iiaving  now  come  clo*e  up  to  tlie  Beauty,  lie 
inquired,  with  as  much  composure  as  be  was  able 
to  asnime  under  his  proem  causes  of  inquietude, 
"  How  it  happened  tliat  herself  and  his  boeiess  bad 
done  him  tlie  honour  of  coming  out  to  meet  him  ? 
Had  lliey  been  waiting  for  him  ? — looking  out  for 
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him  ?  . . .  Yes,"  bo  thought  to  himself,  "tlipy  most 
liuve  been ;  or  bow  should  it  occur  to  thcni  to  look 
fuf  my  return  to  the  house  in  this  direction,  rather 
tlion  by  the  regular  entrance,  if,  then,  they  tuivc 
been  looking  out  for  mc,  on  whnt  account  can  it  be?" 

Such  were  his  tacit  communings  u  be  Bwahcd 
ilieir  reply.  Mrs.  Wcthcrby,  being  »  |>ctmiii  of  much 
less  observation  lluin  her  more  lively  aiul  JiilcUigcnt 
daughter,  did  not  take  any  notice  of  tlic  tranuent 
change  of  Kenmurv's  countemmee,  tliat  involuntii- 
rily  tuchtbileii  iuetf.  Notwiihstiuiding  hit  uileiit  at 
disguiMiiig  his  thoughts  and  sulxluiug  hi*  feeling 
tliti  iorccd  conniraint  of  his  manner,  at  llie  present 
anxious  moment,  as  he  eiidiuivoiirnl  lo  rcil  hts  real 
apprehensions,  did  not  aliogeUicr  cKcnpe  (iertrude. 
Far,  however,  was  she  from  imaguiing  its  true  cause, 
nnd  tlie  transient  paleness  on  his  brow  she  imputed 
merely  to  fatigue ;  nay,  so  speedily  di<l  he  r^;ain 
lib  wonted  composure,  tliat  any  eye  that  had  re- 
garded him  lc»  hecdfully  than  her  own,  (becatise, 
let  it  be  confessed*  with  less  interest,)  would  not 
have  perceived  any  inqutetu<le.  Meantime,  Mrs. 
Wctherby  explained  as  follows  ihe  c«u»e  of  herself 
and  her  daughter  thus  "  coming  forth"  to  meet 
tltcir  dtstinguishod  gue*t  on  his  earliect  retuni : — 

"  Uh,  Sir !  tliere  haro  been  such  a  number  of 
folks  after  you,"  slie  exclaimed,  in  a  "  sii^-song"* 
key,  >*  during  your  absence." 
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MTiat  for  ?  what  fw  ?"  interrupted  Rcnmore, 
involuntarily,  "  and  what  folks,  pnty  ?' 

"  Oh  I  only  'gentiefblkft'  to  oil  on  you,  Stw,  ai 
yoa  will  see  by  the  canU  they  have  kft ;  and  I 
was  directed  to  say,  with  cotnplimentu,  that  shonld 
}'ou  think  proper  to  dine  at  Mr.  Lawtna'a,  at 
Blacktarn,  or  at  Mr.  (lowbiggcn's,  on  the  mevr- 
sidc,  ciose  by,  those  gmiilvnien  woald  be  much  )m>- 
nourcd  by  your  compony.  1  thought,  Sir,"  ahe 
oootinucd,  curtseying,  "  I  would  lose  no  time  in 
lettEng  you  know  what  tlu^y  nid,  in  case  you  might 
like  to  dine  out ;  and  so  mx-self  and  Gertrude  have 
therefore  wutched  your  return  lionio,  to  know  your 
plcasnrc.  Sir." 

li'  tbc  «tonc  which  Stsyphus  waa  oondemned  lo 
nril  up  the  Rteeji  had  bi-en  suddenly  taken  from  his 
bandx,  lie  o>uId  iKit  have  felt  mof«  r«.^iev«l  than 
Benmore  now  felt,  in  being  eased  of  tlie  burden 
that  bad  weighed  on  his  bcArU  lie  was  instantly 
**  himself  ^ain ;"  and  die  cokiur  that  liad  trati- 
nently  wavered  in  his  cheek  now  returned  to  it, 
and  every  sympiotn  of  the  uneasiness  he  bad  latnUy 
struggled  to  subdue  was  banished  in  the  sinilc  that 
now  accompanied  his  words  as  be  spoke.  Gertrude 
at  once  that  iinytliing  In  his  manner  had 
ngcd,  however  momcnurily,  her  mitice. 

"  1  am  much  flattered  by  liic  attention  of  the 
pec^le  in  tlic  oclghbourhood,  indeed,  Mrs.  We- 
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tlicrby,"  he  rcplinl,  "an<l  slinll  certainly  not 
permit  l)ii-ir  courtesy  to  remain  long  unacknow. 
Icxlgvd ;  but  I  itni  to^ay  a  little  tou  fatigii<.>d  to  avail 
myself  or  tlieir  kintlnvst,  however  mtich  pleasure  it 
might  afford  me." 

"'HicD  you'll  please  to  dine  at  liome  to-day. 
Sir?"  interrupted  the  careful  laudlody ;  thisbeti^ 
«  point,  it  is  neetlless  to  say,  which  it  b  of  para- 
mount importance  to  all  worthies,  male  or  female^ 
of  her  calling  to  sctlle. 

Her  guest  replied  by  an  inclination  of  the  heail, 
little  heeding  the  subject  of  her  peculiar  inlcresii 
as  lie  proceeded,  after  a  [uiuxe  and  with  son>e 
abruptness — "And  pray  is  Mr.  Fenton  (I  mean 
the  clcrgyninn  of  Lortoii, — a  few  miles  olT)  much 
s  gueu  in  the  neighbourhood  here?  I  should 
perhap*  have  met  bint  bad  I  gone  out  to  dine 
tOKUy." 

"  I  really  nni  unable  to  »y  whetlier  that  ts  likely 
or  not,"  re|>lied  dame  W'etltcrbyi  with  ntore  than 
her  usual  stiffness.  *'  He  is  a  very  retired  gentle 
man,"  she  added,  "  and  docs  not,  I  believe,  eater 
ronch  into  society." 

*'  But  he  is  not  the  less  beloved,  Sir,  on  account 
of  his  habits  of  retirement,"  inicrpoeed  Gertrude, 
uikifi^  up  her  rooiher's  words ;  *'  and  you  will  uu 
<lu(d)i  meet  hini>  sltould  you  dine  out  on  Suiulny. 
...  No ;  next  Sunday  week  it  is,  that  he  comes  i 
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over  to   pr«uh    Iwre  in   behalf  of  ihe   dinrity 
School."  .  .  . 

Bat  tlie  Deautv's  words  were  iH^re  checked  by 
tJie  ctoudy  look  of  dis&ent  which  met  lirr  in  her 
nuKber'a  countenance,  while  Renniore:,  perceiving 
it,  turned  the  subject  of  bis  remarks  in  s  difTerenl 
direction.  It  rwidily  occurred  to  film  that  the 
proecljtc  of  the  (iisscniing  "  liolder  forth,"  tiitan- 
disb.  did  noi  h«nr  too  complnccnilj'  h«r  dntiglttcr'i 
good  word  in  viiiilicntion  tif  the  Curate  of  Lonon. 

'*  Ahi  then,  I  nhiill  see  him,  I  dure  my,  next 
Snodny,"  Miid  Ilcoinore,  hMtiiy.  "  Thank  ^-ou  ! 
ihttok  you  t  .  .  .  And  so,"  lie  continued,  witb  • 
smile  ofgood-humouretl  irony,  "  I  am  indebted,  I 
suppotiw,  til  the  kind  Dtie.iiiioii  of  Dr.  EmIoiIc  for  ili« 
courtoics  heaped  on  me  during  my  absence  oa  my 
rainbVea  tliis  day  1" 

"  I  dnrc  say  such  is  lite  case,  Sir,"*  replied  the 
"widow  Wetlierhy,"  her  countenance  somewhnt 
cheered  by  tlie  mention  nf  a  pcrKm  more  in  her 
good  graces  t)iAn  any  othi-r  in  the  neigh boiirliood, 
always  cxcepiinji  the  prcnch<:r  Qiinndi*li.  "  \  nice 
good-humuiirvd  jxt-nilvninn  i»  Dr.  K.Mlnile.  .  .  . 
Uot  what  time  did  you  lay  you  wouhl  be  [ili-iited  to 
dine,  Sir?" 

"  Oh)  any  time—an  lioar  bciicc ;"  and  tiere,  at 
dame  Wetherby  withdrew,  wtih  a  eurtaey  und  a 
"  Very  well,  Sir,"  Rcnmorc  continueil  hi*  remarks, 
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wilh  liis  accustomed  enxy  cliwsriulties*,  to  her  more 
engaging  (lu lighter,  atihc  wnltivt)  ton'urcLs  the  boiue 
scrois  the  garden  by  (he  Batuly's  side.  "  So  you 
566)  my  fnir  Ocrtru<)c,  the  good  peoplv  of  the 
neigh bourhuu<)  JKtim  dclerniiiMxl  on  tut  permitting 
me  to  lead  Uic  )i«rinil's  Vik  ofwcluiiioii  which  I  hod 
pi-opo<icd  to  inj'M.-lf  on  coining  to  iticse  urildx  !" 
(while  he  lidded  to  hiimvlf,  "  thotiks  lo  the  ofB- 
ciousiMS*  or  tliat  troublesome  little  chiur<fi.tbing 
Doctor.'^ 

*'  Nay,  Sir,"  replied  tlie  Beauty,  with  her  luual 
becoming  archness,  "it  b  in  them  a  compliment 
paid  to  you,  tliat  they  should  seek  you" 

["  Oh,  no  doubt  I  no  doubt !"  he  interposed^ 
smiling.] 

"  For  surety,  Sir,  if  they  did  not,  it  should  seem 
as  lliotigh  they  considered  you  one  of  those  tisdess 
and  sliy  members  of  society  that  should  be  wortliiJy 
left  to  ihemselvee,  and  ihat" 

"  Were  no  very  great  compliment,  you  would 
say.  Well,  but  bow  do  you  know,  ihnt  sAcr  alli 
they  may  not  be  raistakai  in  me  ?  1  declare  (am) 
here  he  tqwkc  intly  enough)  dicrc  is  no  being  in 
the  world,  however  sliy  or  listless,  as  you  ay,  Ger- 
trude, lluit  would  be  more  enamoured  of  solitude 
than  myiieirjust  at  present !  .  .  And  why  sliuuld  I 
wikh,"  he  adiled,  while  slie  looked  up  in  hi«  face  with 
an  air  of  inquiry,  "  for  the  companionship  of  ollien. 
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wImmi  I  am  mffiei«nily  happy  in  that  which  I  (tone, 
now  and  then,  to  snatch  in  your  own  prcseacc  ?" 

The  blash  iilayed  on  Gertrudt-'ji  cluKk  in  ivm^- 
nititin  of  tJie  not  ungnuxTu)  turn  Rcnntorc't  ex- 
cuie  liad  ai)opI«l ;  onil  the  was  alMui  to  ri>ply, 
when  th«*  presence  nf  daine  WelherbV)  auinntrming 
her  ■asbtaoce  in  il>c  preparatory  arrangcnKiils  lor 
tlieir  giie.<>t's  rcpn«1,  cticckcil  her  unrds  :  un<l  lut  nhu 
now  wiilidrew,  Kcnmorc  found  hiin>«ir  once  more 
alone. 

lie  cnlcr<.ti  Ihc  ramc  Httlv  room  in  which  he  luul 
pastrcd  ihn  prcnnling  evvtiiiig  with  Kfdnilct  nnd 
having  cliMcd  the  door  huUly,  "  'Ilinnk  hmwn  t 
thank  lieavcn  t"  he  cxcUitncd,  "  they  have,  at  any 
rate,  not  yet  htinlcd  me  out  of  my  hittitig-ptticc. 
Oh  1  miftemhle  t>iltuitii>n,  ilmt  1  should  liav«  nctimlly 
dmded,  on  my  rvtunt  (o  Uiis  my  skulking-hauni, 
meeting  the  being  I  really  love,  tbii  bewitching  girl 
here,  for  fear  lest  tlie  too,  with  the  rc«t  of  tlic  world, 
rflould  be  seeking  to  betray  me  t  Thrice-iniitcrablf, 
degrading,  and  fearful  lot! — wretched.  guilt>hauntnl 
nuD  1  .  .  .  And  is  there  no  escape  ?  .  .  .  |i  ii 
only  for  a  brief  illusory  interval  I  am  at  large,  and 
Btrelcb  these  limbs,  unshacklod  atui  at  liberty? 
Diitressful,  degrading  thought  I  .  .  .  And  yet  I 
most  deem  such  to  be  my  lot,  if  I  am  to  give  cre- 
dence to  the  whisper  of  that  fearful  old  man,  or 
wiiard  let  me  call  biro.  .  .  .  My  tale  a,  tiowever, 
afi 
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s»{e  witli  him ;  imy,  tie  ktwws  more  of  ntc  than  I 
know  myself,  >t  ^toiild  seeiit.  Ami  if  wluit  he  warns 
me  KgaiiMt  must,  as  in  all  protinhiliiy  it  will,  be  my 
destiny,  why,  whether  I  stay  here  or  attempt  to  fly 
is  one  aiitt  the  same  thing.  Sooner  or  later,  it  ap- 
peant,  the  evil  doom  must  be  met  and  fulfilled.  . . . 
What  then  ?  Am  I  lost?  .  .  .  (,  wbo  have  braved 
sudi  dangers  and  diiHcultici:,  snd  hare  escaped 
dills  far — am  I  (o  be  nerveless,  tame,  helpless, 
under  a  superstitious  fvar?  Pshaw!  .  .  .  And 
yet,"  ho  continued,  after  a  pause,  "  though  1  am 
ready  to  spurn  nil  xuch  wcnknrss,  yet  I  know  not 
why — lltcTC  is  a  bitter  prcM-niimcnt  in  my  mind 
that  what  the  old  man  told  m«  will  prove  itself  loo 
tnie.  .  .  .  Bcwdcs,  tliu  course  of  all  probatMlities 
is  in  favour  of  its  verification,  llic  wild  story  of 
my  infant  day  .  .  .  the  strange  destinies  that 
marked  it.  ...  Yet  why,"  be  continDcd.  hur- 
nedly,  "  must  I  bdieve  Uiey  arc  to  end  in  Uie  fatal 
'awie  of  which  l>e  warns  me  ?  .  .  .  Tfiere  may  yet  be 
escape  t  Courage,  resolution,  defiance  of  Gite,  may 
yet  bear  me  through,  as  they  hitherto  have  done !" 
But  just  here  dame  \\'eth<-rhy  broke  in  upon 
her  guest's  private  comrouningw;  and  herself  and 
Gertrude  auislcd  in  placing  dinner  on  table.  ']'he 
subject  of  his  reflections,  if  it  n^nnlcd  any  appre- 
hensioru  lut  to  fuiiire  [>erilii,  of  whi<-h  the  aneicni 
mariner  had  warned  him,  seemed  no  less  abo  to  be 
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occupW  OD  some  singular  dtsdosurc  coDceruing  bis 
earlier  and  Iniimt  history.  Th«  circunuUinccs  of 
sucb  disclosure,  wbotevor  they  might  be,  hafflvil  th«  ■ 
reach  of  his  own  rciupmhraticc,  ainl  Tnr  thu  ctutroc- 
ter  of  which  wc  must  one  6ay  look  to  Miku  himwUf 
Tor  explanalion. 

Thus,  tl>eii.  swajcd  bctwcco  apprcbcnstoas  am) 
hopes  for  the  fulurv,  and  anxious  considerations  as 
to  the  Ear  put — in  which  tltc  thought  of  *■  tliu  good 
Fentoa"  taiagled.  nor  all  unrecognised  by  the  tear 
thftt  would  furtively  steal  ibrtb, — thus  swayed  by 
tenderer  feelings  at  unc  moment,  and  at  another, 
rooted  by  the  sterner  tlioughts  that  bade  defisooe 
to  futt  tu>d  summoned  up  bis  tialural  resolution  ta 
his  aid — Kcnniore's  turhid  day  waned. 
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"  Un  tcedtdn  politique  el  flatWur." 

MOLIEkl. 


And  now  lo  retrace  our  steps  to  tlie  bulks  i 
ihe  meer,  or  those  of  ibc  char<streftni  thai  nil 
sparkling  from  tlie  steeps  of  Melbreak,  in  order  to 
join  once  again  our  friend  Dr.  Estlaile.  We  had 
left  him  witli  his  dog  Brjrsn  proceeding  on  his 
favourite  pursuit,  uoti)  the  hour  sttould  warn  him 
that  it  was  time  to  TJsit  his  patient  Mr.  Ilowbiggen, 
whose  residence,  we  have  alrcndv  Iward  him  inform 
our  hero,  was  situate  on  the  borders  of  the  meer. 
It  was  at  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  an  tiour's  walk 
from  the  village  of  Buttermere,  and  had  been  taken 
for  a  short  period,  by  its  present  occupants  for  pur- 
poses of  bealtli.  The  Doctor,  then,  having  at  length 
stored  his  landing-ncl  with  a  »iflicient  tribtitc  of 
the  "  precious  prcj',"  as  a  present  for  htt  patient's 
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nster,  iLat  Mttmoblc  tpinstrr,  Miss  llowbig^n, 
bad  fb«md  hb  whv  to  ibeir  residence,  and  by  this 
time  had  made  the  sounds  of  his  merrr  cbaitcriiifr 
aodible  within  its  walls.  \^'e  majr  lay  of  tin;  giMd- 
humourvd,  lltoiigh  someKhat  biistlin|{,  I>ocior, 
that  be  was  a  favounlo  with  nil  «)>o  knew  him ; 
and,  indeed,  if  iinv  proof  witu  wanting  of  ihia  cir^ 
COmsUuicc,  wc  arc  aflbrded  it  in  ihr  fact  of  his 
liaving  been  witnessed  as  in  tlic  good  graces  of 
even  the  demure  widow  ^^'othe^by  herself!  If 
be  was  popular  for  the  good-lmmoar  that  charac- 
terized hb  social  qualities,  be  was  certjiinly  not  Ins 
so  for  bb  attributes  as  a  proTcsun*  of  the  hrnling 
art ;  and  »e  doubt  whether  any  disciple  of  Esni- 
lapiua,  Galen,  Ilippocratesi  Avioenna,  and  "  Co.," 
vTvr  won  more  golden  opinions,  and  wc  lri»t  we 
may  add,  golden  remnnerations  !  It  will  be  nb- 
jeo,  of  little  surprise  that  «icti  sliotild  he  the  case 
wben  wc  state,  in  addition  to  tlic  icHtJinony  recorded 
of  *'  ibe  golden  opinions  and  golden  remunera- 
tions^'  which  were  the  Doclor'a  guenlon,  ibe 
"  golden  rules"  also  by  which  lu:  nniglu  bealth  (or 
bis  patjents;  and  if  at  times  he  failed  tn  tliu  para- 
inoant  object,  ho  at  lenxl  seldom  failed  in  secaring 
the  not  unimportant  on«  of  popularity  by  his  prln- 
ciplc  of  ln»tmcnt. 

In   a  word,  oar  obliging  and  epicurean  M.I). 
alwavK  took  care,  as  Jar  as  lh«  caac  would  admit, 
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to  indulge  the  tastes  of  h\a  paltenu,  by  which  he 
proved  liifniM*lf  no  less  n  iwliliciaii  aiid  p)ulo«>pher 
in  his  nrt,  lliaii  a  physician.  To  Hatter  scIf-Iove 
and  iiccx>nimcKliite  himself  (as  fiir  as  it  wa«  cxpcdj- 
i-nt  fur  him  to  da  so)  (o  tlie  inclinations,  appetites, 
and  whinis  even,  of  bis  vak-tudinarinn  catalogue, 
was  alwaj's  the  principle  of  Dr.  E^Ioilc  in  **  diet* 
ing"  his  patients  nncl  prescribing  a  "  regimen"  for 
tbem.  Accordingly,  the  fim  "great  ride"  in  hb 
"  Code  de  SnnW;,"  or  "golden  li»t,"  was— 

1st.  Alwn}-8  cat  or  drink  what  you  find  you  like ; 
for  the  circumslunce  of  your  liking  n  ihing  is 
itsdf  a  proof  it  agrees  with  you  F  Siidi  b  the 
law  of  Nature,  tliat  directs  all  nnimab  to  find  D0«- 
rbhmentiu  that  which  they  chiefly  like. 

\ol  the  least  amusing  feature  of  our  sage's  logic 
it  the  gi'uve  deduction  mode  in  it  trom  "  prcniises" 
$0  questionuble.  Now,  though  many  exceptions 
may  he  taken  to  the  above  proposition  an  a  general 
one,  we  may' at  least  say  it  is  a  more  palatable  one, 
at  any  rate,  than  tlic  water-drinking  doctrihc  of 
Sangrado;  and  this  gentleman's  renown  (it  can- 
not be  questioned)  was  as  great  as  tliat  of  any  pro- 
fessor of  the  l>raling  art  that  ever  "  cured  or^ 
killed"  caortal  man.  Leaving  it  dtcreforc  to 
schoolboys  amongst  others,  whuKc  propensity  for 
plumcako  at  Christmas  lias  m>idc  iIimu  »ulTer, 
10  Boy  bow  fat  our  philosophic  Doctor  was  right 
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ID  this  bis  first  propoiiihon,  wc  mil,  nritli  siniUar 
brevity,  record  his  second,  wliich  b  according!;  as 
follows : — 

2nil.  AlwBjn  fareik&n  as  if  you  did  Dot  intend  to 
bkve  any  "  oaid-day  refection ;"  recruit  yourvelf  at 
mid-day  at  if  you  had  never  break&stcd,  nor  in- 
tended V)  dine ;  aiid  diiiei  ax  if  you  were  oncon- 
tdcnu  of  having  perpetrated  ihv  trivial  interlude  of 
the  nit)  "  mid-day  refectioa."  "  Recause,"  adds 
oar  profinind  physician,  *'  die  circurasiaoce  of  the 
appetite  beinfi;  hearty  is  a  sure  «gn  and  proof  of 
the  healtli  being  good." 

1'bere  is  again  no  gainsaying  ihb  '*  conduaon" 
at  least,  whatever  we  may  *ay  to  the  "  premises;" 
to  we  sliall  at  oiioc  proceed  to  the  third,  wbidi 
deals  at  once  la  "phiknophy  profound,"  and  de- 
clares, with  an  ulukost  orncuUir  solemnity — 

ard.  Thai  there  can  be  no  health  of  mind  without 
health  of  body ;  llterefore,  parents,  look  to  ytiur 
progeny's  health  and  sirengib  well  before  you  ply 
their  minds  with  too  tniicb  instruction.  Lay  a 
foatldation  of  health  first,  if  you  arc  ambitious  of 
hcrealter  witnessing  strung  mental  powcn.  And 
ye,  tite  vapour-bv-fogged,  nervously-worried,  dys- 
peptic, pbiin lorn- hnun tod,  moping,  night-marc- 
ridden,  and  slcei»-forbidd4;n  amongst  my  patients, 
let  me  '*  admititsler  to  yotir  mtnda  diseased" 
through  the  channel  and  metlium  of  your  bodily 
a3 
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frnmes  first  of  all,  ere    health,  with  its  joy,  its 
cliuticit)',  and  light,  cnji  visit  you. 

In  llit-Kc  "  golden  rules,"  a:(  it  plea.sed  their  pro- 
potiritk-r  liiiiut:lf  to  term  tliem,  rested  the  secret  of 
aU  tliu  Doctor's  art  as  »  ht-altT  ofniortjil  ninladies, 
and,  vre  may  ndd,  of  all  his  popularity  tiHt ;  antl 
having  thus  ncceinarily  confided  to  llic  rciider  the 
principles  of  this  great  man's  treatment,  (Kota 
fienc — we  will  not  cull  him  "  quack,")  we  arc  at 
liberty  now  mfcly  to  conduct  htm  into  the  presence 
of  tlie  Doctor's  patient,  Mr.  Howbiggcn.  The 
pulte*fee)ing  ceremonial  was  now  biding  gone 
throtigh  between  the  Doctor  and  the  vtiletudioa- 
rlan.  The  Inttcr,  wcslmuld  pi-cmise,  was  a  difficult 
subject  to  treat,  however  "cunning"  might  be  tlic 
"  leech"  that  administered  to  him  ;  for,  despite  Uie 
Doctor's  popularity,  Mr.  Howbiggcn  was  one  of 
those  inoi'osc  genllemvn  that  seem  system  a  timlly  to 
determine  on  being  picnscd  witli  nobody  and  no- 
thing,— wh(*,  in  co»H<|ucDcc  of  some  early  check 
in  Tiews  or  ambition  or  gain,  (or  be  it  what  h  may,) 
are  self-abandoned  to  gloom  and  discontent,  at»d 
universal  ca{>tioasness .' 

Such  was  the  case  with  Mr.  tlowbiggen,  as 
we  ^lall  more  fully  glean  by-nnd-by  from  him- 
self, w)ku«  frctfulneis  of  spirit  biul  nt  lost  prtn-n) 
so  mudt  on  his  frame  tltiit  it  had  induccil  a 
corporeal  malady  congenial  with  that  of  his  mind. 
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'n  order  to  recruit  hia  ttrenglli  he  had  repoircil 
from  the  meiropoIU,  wliere  he  gcDvraJly  roiiktl, 
to  th«  spot  where  we  find  him,  at  Utc  iiisiU 
gatuM  of  h»  monlen  tinter,  trho  oondcsceiiilingly 
managed  for  bim  liic  domectie  ecooomy.  Ih'a 
bdy,  wlto,  though  ^e  donbtUiw  liul  (u  wc  all 
hare)  her  "  amiable  TailiRgs,"  yet  exercbeil  much 
Ibrbearance  and  kindiiCM  in  paltin);  up  vrilb  (he 
^•temaiic  grumbling  und  oscctiosm  of  Iter  cynical 
bfXHher,  lo  who>c  dit»o(.-iabiliiy  she  cunirasted  t|iia- 
lities  perfaapi  ercn  ui  tire  opposite  extreme,  ber 
t&str  being  very  much  tliat  of  liring  in  a  vbirl  uf 
socictVi  and  *'  going  out"  as  mucli  as  poMible. 
With  thb  she  comlNnnl,  however,  much  kiodtien 
of  disposition  and  hospitality.  I>r.  Eedailc,  ia  bis 
Eomcwbat  blunt  nay,  and  being  always  partial  to 
calling  things  "  by  ibcir  right  namca,'*  would  de> 
a^atu  tliosG  little  importunities  ilie  somt'iima 
exhilHtcd  by  tlic  plain  lemti  of  even  "gaildiiig  nnd 
gossiping."  Sueli  lerm«,  if  tliey  certainly  were  iHil 
altugctltcr  i  imp  prop  riatv  to  the  Itomcly  style  in 
whkb  the  "  rude  fijik"  of  the  village  would 
•cnneiimca  comment  on  Min  Hester  Howbiggcn, 
yet  DO  doubt  w«t«  a  uomencUliire  ibol  would  be 
little  pleasing  to  so  august  a  lady  as  herself*  could 
it  have  reache<l  her  polite  eara.  Looking  forward, 
ibei),  shortly  to  tlte  felicity  of  introducing  ourselves 
to  lliis  amiable  person,  our  atteniiou  is  at  present 
directed  towaixls  witnessing  with  what  pliilusopbic 


132 


ADVENTURES  OF 


timiabiiity  t)ic  good-hutnourod  Doctor  parried  tr 
coiitrndictory  aful  ascetic  style  it  wiu  the  "  sour 
Miliifaction"  ttf  hU  patient  to  vxtiibit.  This  wortliy 
wiu  found  by  \m  niedicnl  acIvUcr  seated  in  u  huge 
iirm-chHir  by  the  fire-Hide,  even  nt  that  fine  season 
of  the  year,  for  it  was  June.  Hi*  head  was  oorered 
with  a  snulT-coionred  wig ;  a  doubl«-breasted  buff 
wnutoiMit  protected  his  chest,  surmountetl  by  a 
tieckcloEl)  of  copious  fotiU,  iwUtcd  tightly  round 
tlie  necl(,  according  to  the  ungainly  fusliion  of  tl>e 
i»y.  His  knees  were  drawn  up,  and  iiis  feel  restul 
on  the  fender.  A  newspaper  divided  bis  attention 
witli  a  tumbler  of  spiced  wine  with  a  toa«t  in  it. 

"  And  how  are  we  to-day  ?"  exclaimed  Dr. 
Esdoilc,  as  lie  duly  proceeded  to  feel  the  pulM  of 
his  patient. 

"  llow  shwild  we  be  'f  answered  Mr.  (lowbi^- 
gcn,  in  a  growling  tone,  not  exhibiiinj;  by  his 
manner  or  aspect  tluit  he  at  all  entered  into  tlie 
good-humoured  rein  of  the  lively  physician  ;  "  how 
&l)ould  ne  be,  when  there  is  no  reason  on  earth  for 
being  any  belter?" 

*'  Keason  !"  rcplin]  Esdoilr,  nothing  repulsed ; 
"why  now,  1  think  there  is  reason.  Tlie  pube is 
litr  more  regular ;  ■  .  .  the  regimen  has  had  the 
most  desirable  ellects.  How  stiould  it  not,  when  it 
consisted  of  just  precisdy  wliut  was  most  agreeable 
to  you?  You  will  not  quarrel,  I  liope,  witli  a  Auk 
of  char  io>day,  by  way  of  variety  ?  and  (let  tn« 
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Bee)  n  leveret  mad  >  litilc  dsparagus  will  not  b« 
omUs;  and  tlie  East  Irulia  Mndelra —  Uiree, 
(bur,  five — ay,  li«lf>«il(nen  gltuscs — may  be  cod* 
liDoed." 

"  Uf;b,  all  till*  may  bcvery  well  in  iuclF,"  growled 
tlte  pBlieni,  reluctantly  aduiowlctlging  uiiliin  him- 
seir  tliai  t»e  was  tooihed  Mmiewliat  by  iiavit^  his 
tutes  K»  indu^ently  studied ;  "  but,"  be  added, 
determining  not  to  cviitce any  i ucb  w<mk»ew,  "I 
don't  nt  id!  iteu  huw  it  ii  id  make  me  well." 

"  Then  1  am  tiapi'y  to  wy  tbai  I  do,"  exclaimed 
the  Doctor,  in  n  tone  uf  merry  triumph.  "  What ! 
is  it  your  hroltlt  of  spirits,  your  cheerfulness  of 
mind,  ywi  would  see  restored,  for  this  in  what  you 
ask  tnc  to  do  chiefly  fur  you  ?     And  do  1  not  do 
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"  No,  no,  no,"  inierpoaed  the  patient,  sliaking 
his  heoil  sceplioally. 

"  Do  I  not  do  so,  I  say,  in  tcUing  you,  my 
dear  Sir.  itu>ugh  with  all  deference,  tlul  amhitiuu, 
io  wh<>«v  objects  you  may  liave  bcc-u  foiled,  is 
ail  A  dretuii,  u  mere  dreain,  and  not  wordi  your 
fretting  over  ?— dial  even  in  its  sucoeSB^  the  attain- 
ment  of  luippiuess  is  very  uncertain  and  rallocious  ! 
While  I,  on  the  oUier  baud,  put  content — ay,  co- 
jojroent — positiToly  io  your  possCMiion,  by  my  mode 
of  treatment  I''  (The  ascetic  curled  up  lib  lip  wiOi 
a  sardonic  grio.)    "  For,  mark  my  words,  as  we 
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grow  older,  the  study  of  our  nppedtrs,"  he  contl* 
nuecl,  with  cmphasi^  "k  aflcr  all  an  object  of 
chief  importancp,  and  one  which  «rc  arc  able  most 
duly  to  appreciate.  As  our  phj-acid  povrcn  H»g 
and  fail,  the  support — the  agreeable  suf^wrt — 
afforded  their  decay  and  dcbihly  is>  gratification 
positive  and  undeniable  ^.-~-n  main  source  of  con- 
tentment in  this  wane  of  life,  when  all  the  pursuits 
of  vanity  are  vicwe<i  in  their  true  colours,  and  re- 
cognised a»  fleeting  and  nluuluwy  I  Here  1  give 
you,  tlien,  by  my  '  systeni,'  wliich  I  muKt  »oy,"  he 
modestly  adtletl,  "  I  never  knew  fuil,"*  —  ("  U^  J 
ugh  r  chuc)(le<l  ihu  cynie,  turning  himself  restlessly 
in  his  chair,  )^"ua.-ruiin  source  of  >«ti^uction,  and 
that,  too,  which  your  tiuie  of  life  is  best  cspsble  of 
apiireciiiting  !  And  I  am  luippy  to  toy,"  continued 
the  cpicuiTsii  Doctor,  in  n  reiiewu)  tune  of  jocular 
triunipli,  "  I  can  wiuiCKs  ilic  best  effects  from  my 
treatment  I  Depend  upon  it,  vre  must  set  up,  ac- 
cording to  ihe  plan  I  nm  puntuiitg,  the  physical 
powers  drat  of  all,  and  tlien  the  health  of  mind  too 
will  follow  as  a  happy  consequence  on  tlteir  resti- 
tution!' 

"  Hare  you  done  ("  growled   Mr.   Howbtggen 
with  chanicterbtic  atmf^aeenre ;  "hare  you  done 
*  putting  lite  enrt  before  tlie  hone,'  a:t  usual?" 
<  :But  this  mlly,  itour  ox  was  its  tone,  wns  not  pcr- 
nc  tlie  lips  of  his  patient  without 
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being  turned  Co  accomti  bf  the  fiiceiioiis  Doctor, 
u  be  iiiierpoaed,  ■■  C'aptul !  delightful  I — thi*  U 
pqreebelir  tl>e  dteerrnl  vein  of  renuirk  I  wi&li  to  jn. 
ilnce !  Be  nmtrcd,  mj  dear  Mr.  HowbiggeD,  ihiu 
i1k  '  regimen'  vneoeeck  miulrntKljr  I  Take  my 
wurd  &r  it  tliat  the  nerves  of  the  brain  .  .  ." 

**  Pooh  1  p»)uiw  I  1  know  all  yoa  have  to  mf 
about  die  nlTrction  of  the  nurrcs  of  the  braia.  re- 
suliing  in  an  nfTcction  alio  of  tlio  mind ;  and  that 
on  the  facaldi,  again,  of  the  one  depends  that  ofdie 
Other.  I  know  all  this  !  I  know  wbnt  vou  bare  to 
lav  —  I  have  hrsrd  this  *jargr>n"'  (d)c  Ituctor 
sniled)  "over  and  over  again  ! — lliiacrafliic  rfpefita 
of  joar 'system,' but  ..."        ' 

..."  Oelightfal,  again,-"  interposed  the 
Doctor,  rising  in  his  tone  uf  good -liuinou red 
banter  in  propordon  as  his  patient  was  impatient 
and  surly.  "  This  mirthful  Tcin  of  rcnuirk  proves 
fua  all  the  while  better;  and  that  llw  rvgimcn 
hm  done  wond  .  .  ." 

**  Ntithinjr,  I  tell  you  !  In  fnct,  you  do  but 
waste  breath  in  tr^-in^  to  convince  tne  lltat  I  am 
better  and  better,  wlien  I  am  mi.'self  too  conicious 
that  lite  cause  of  my  malady  still  entsisl  What 
matters  il  Uiai  you  tell  inc,  it  is  an  nnworOiy  cnuse, 
and  originating  in  a  vain  and  fallacious  dream  i* 
What,  1  lay,  matters  that,  if  the  cause,  nevenlie> 
less,    exists,    nn<l    ihe    ill    cflccis   of  it   remain  ? 
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Pshaw !  You  may  IaIIc  of '  correcting  the  physical 
habit'  and  so  forth,  but  I  tell  you  again,  you  do 
but  put  the  *cart  before  the  horse;'  for  I  suppose 
you're  aware"  (he  continued,  curling  up  his  lip 
with  a  sneer,  while  the  Doctor  §tnilcd  $elf-coin- 
p1uc«iilly)  "  that  llie  mind  you  treat  as  sudi  a 
Gccoiiibiry  thing, — that  tlie  mind,  in  its  disewe, 
'  pulls  awry  the  body  ;  and  in  floiiig  so,  mocks  at 
all  your  eflbrlx  to  wt  rif^ht  the  '  phyticiil  tone'  (as 
you  express  it]  or  anyiliing  connected  witli  this 
mttemble  thing  of  clay,  tlie  body !"  And  the 
cynk  turned  awiiy  iinpiiiienlly,  while  his  medical 
ttdvlKr  did  but  ixinlinue  smiling  as  he  exclaimed, 
with  undiminished  glee — "  Why  this  is  better  and 
better  t  Rail  ut  my  sy»lcm  as  long  as  you  please 
in  words,  if  you  do  but  prove  that  in  effect  it  is 
right  and  beneficial !  Why,  you  could  no  more 
have  descanted  in  tliis  good-humoured,  pleasant, 
light,  easy  style,  on  this  or  any  other  subject,  a 
short  time  past,  than  you  could  hare  flown '" 

"Pshaw!  nonsense,  Dr.  ^vkIoIIc!  What  mat- 
ters it,  1  tell  you,  that  1  lun  a  little  belter  at  times 
— -just  now  and  then  ? — make  me  permanently  so  if 
you  can !  You  might  as  well  pretend  to  do  so  as 
to  give  mc  back  the  ten  ihouwind  pounds  I  lost  at 
the  election  some  years  hack,  and  the  scat  in  par- 
liament with  it  for  my  pains — ugh,  ugh — and  the 
sacrifice  of  all  my  projecu  in  puUic  life — psliaw! 
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Yoa  might  u  well  pretend  to  do  one  as  the  ollter. 
4  .  .  So  pray  talk  no  more  of  }-our  '  lutein,'  Kir 
HcaTcn'»  sake  !"  .  .  .  And  he  agaiu  turned  away 
from  ibc  wilfully-incredulous  Doctor,  with  a  look 
of  contempt  and  half-«nger  at  the  complacency 
with  which  the  other  mniiitaiiicd  the  merits  of  hit 
"  Miuit^ritil  Hsicm."  In  &ici,  in  tltcir  principles  of 
ilifTcrcncc  boUi  may  be  said  to  be  right  to  a  certain 
i-xtent ;  and  that  both  were  wrong  in  the  partial 
view  each  look  of  the  subject  b  no  Ins  certain. 
The  only  answer  which  Mr.  llowbiggeti  again  re- 
ceived wns  in  the  wimc  conlidcni  strain  of  unolloyird 
good-homonr  as  before — "Better  and  better ( 
You  aret  I  am  conrioced,  much  better;"  and  juit 
here  the  door  was  opened,  and  that  estimable 
elderly  niatd«n-bdy,  Mit&  Howbiggcn,  made  her 
appearance  as  fisdailc  turned  round,  at>d  bowed  to 
Her,  while  he  continued,  addrcsHns;  her  with  refer- 
ence to  his  paiient,  "  I  am  Itappy,  Miss  IIow- 
UfSgen,  to  be  able  to  jironounce  that  there  is  vast 
improTeroent  in  our  patient,  in  spite  of  bis  own 
unwillingness  to  acknowledge  it  1  .  .  .  PuUe  better 
.  .  .  tongue  dearer  .  .  .  oomp^ion  bfighler  .  .  . 
eye  more  sprightly  .  .  .  cunveruition  cheerful  .  .  • 
cheerful  in  the  extreme  t  .  .  .  And  yet  he  would 
quarrel  with  my  system  !  .  .  .  Never  found  him  so 
cheerful !" 

"  Well,   I'm   heartily   ghul,"    replied   the   dir 
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spimter,  with  a  loss  of  the  head,  indicadce  in  some 
tncasureof  incredulity,  if  not  reproacl),  towards  her 
eyniciil  brother,  "  (hat  vou  have  broiif;ht  him 
round  at  last.  For  my  part,  I  always  tell  him  lliat 
he  will  never  be  better  till  he  lives  less  by  himself 
— ^e«  more  people — indulges  more  in  the  pleasures 
of  social  life — nnd  nib;  oif  the  ritst  acqiiiml  by  this 
perpetual  brooding  over  the  train  of  his  own  fretful 
associations  I  Yes — rubs  it  off,  I  ssy,"  (slie  pro- 
ceeded, looking  At  th«  ascetic,  wlwse  lip  was  curled 
up  in  contempt  nt  these  indirect  admonitions,)  "  by 
some  interchange  of  opinions — some  intcrcoune 
with  mnnkind — nnd,  let  mc  add,  some  little  defer- 
ence to  the  tastes  and  inclinations  of  others.  Ab^ 
brother  !"  she  added,  in  a  somewhat  softened  tone, 
♦*  if  yon  could  but  take  the  auvico  I  have  so  often 
given  yoit,  and  permitted  yourself  to  bo  guidetl  by 
the  example  of  my  more  social  disposition,  you 
would  hjivc  been  a  better  and  a  huppier  man  I 
You  would  »ol  only  have  secured  cheerfulness  for 
yourself,  but  contributed  u*  that  of  the  circle 
around  you!" 

So  far  Miss  Howbiggcn  tpokc  tnily;  Rir  her 
brother,  ascetic  as  he  had  become  by  liabit«  had 
naturally  no  want  of  either  social  (ecling«  or  eren 
conviviality  of  disposition.  In  Gict,  in  times  pnat 
his  hunwur  and  livclin(?ss  in  conversation  had  made 
him  much  sousht  after,  and  li)o  flattery  of  which 
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be  was  sensible  oa  the  score  of  his  ibIpdI  in  this 
particular  had  perhapa  been  the  flnt  indDCcmeni 
to  his  enlarging  ihc  scope  of  hk  mnbiiion  hy 
entering  on  the  career  of  public  lift-,  in  which  Ite 
had  been  disappointed,  end  hnd  hence  lost  his 
original  gniety.  having  been  taughl  a  teason  he  lad 
loo  little  philoBophy  lo  endure  wiili  patience. 

Dr.  Eedttile  exclaimed,  as  Miss  Ilowbiggcn  con- 
elodcd  her  rnnarks,  thai  hia  "n^mcn"  woukl  jm 
cHecl  cvcrrihing  towanic  their  patient's  restoration 
thai  was  dcMrablr,  while  lliat  gentleman  hintselT 
replied  to  bcr^ 

"  Ugti,  well,  tlicn;  as  I  cannot  be  cbecrful,  it  is 
bcner  to  star  out  of  the  way  of  people,  and  keep 
my  nnplcasoni  qualities  to  myself,  rather  than  mar 
the  happiness  of  otliers  by  souring  the  more  dieeHul 
Tran  of  tbcir  thoughts  and  feelings  by  my  pretence 
— inauspicious  as  it  is."  TTicn  turning  lo  Dr. 
Eulaile,  be  proceeded,  "  She  is  alwaj-s  trying  to 
drag  me  into  what  she  colls  society  1  Tliis  is  all 
tlic  cares  atKWi  I  As  for  w)M>iber  I'm  well  or  ill, 
it  is  a  matter  of  liltli^  consequence  T 

Dr.  EMiailv  Uughed,  while  his  titter  exclaimed 
in  goDd-biimoured  reproach — 

"  Here's  ingratitude,  Dr.  K«daile  < — this  is  tlie 
way  in  which  be  ilixtorls  everjthing  lliat  i  say,  and 
tokvs  ererything  by  the  wrong  hiindlel" 
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«  Oh  I  Uib  is  merely  joking  I"  exclaimed  U>e 
iMUitering  Doctor;  "  litis  is  merely  fucetiousness  on 
Mr.  Howtiiftgcn's  pari.  I  nssiire  you,  I  never 
ftKitid  him  so  unproved,  to  cheerful.  I  told  you 
we  should  bring  him  round — correct  the  nervous 
Sfsiecn — restore  the  phygicsl  powers  to  their  rigl 
tone — and  the  result  is,  '  mens  Sana  in  corpora 
eano'I" 

"  Rihaw !  '  corpore  sano  I*  let  us  hear  no  more, 
Doctor,  of  your  '  system'  to-day,  if  you  please"— ~^^H 

"  Well,  then  I"  interposed  Miss  liowbiggen,  "  if  ^1 
you  are  sceptical  as  lo  Dr.  Esdaite's  power  of  curing 
you,  embrace,  my  dear  brother,  'my  system,* 
socially  deligliirul  as  it  is ;  for  this  pecuiinrly 
sgrccs  with  ull  your  arguments  that  first  of  all  the 
mind  .  .  ." 

**  *  A  ptagnc  o'  both  your  houses,'  as  says  Mi 
cutiol"  growled  out  Mr.  Howbiggen,  hastily  cut- 
ting sitort  this  attempt  on  the  part  of  his  sister  at 
trepanning  him  into  dining  out  niul  card-pguties, 
•'  So  I  may  ay,  a  plnguc  o'  both  your  systems  1 
You  nciliier  of  you  can  give  mc  back  cither  my 
ten  tliousand  pounds  or  restore  my  lost  opportu- 
nities !   so   prate   no   more  about   your   KysterasiJ 
The  twaddle  of  evening  parties  or  dull   dinoersj 
would   relieve   the  mind  amazingly  1"  (he  lulded, 
with  a  sardonic  grin,)   "About  as  much  as  my. 
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friend  Dr.  Esdailc's'  regimen' — pooh  I  p^luiw ! — my 
good  siatcr,  do  not  talk  aboui  «)nt  'Vuu  iloo't 
understand  anv  lod^r,  but  Irave  mc  to  ntyseir." 

Dr.  KmI.iiIu  nini!«  liltlv  rcplv  to  tliu  sweeping 
censure,  boc  liiu<^)ed,  dct'lnririfc  iij^in  "  Uint  liia 
^Btttn  would  tritimph  ov«f  all  u\hcn  I"  while  MiM 
Howbi;]^n  pronounced  her  brother  "incorrigible,* 
nnd  «id  that  "  he  onlv  oppoaed  lier  from  the  m«rt 
lore  of  contradiction,"  and  was  forthwith  proceeding 
to  tnke  her  leave  and  resume  the  walk  in  the 
grounds  round  the  house  which  she  had  been 
taking  wiren  Dr.  Esdaile's  arrival  had  called  her  in 
doort ;  but  it  so  happeoct)  tliat  site  was  dclavcd  by 
the  Doctor's  starting  a  subject  too  engrossing  not 
to  engage  ber  attention  and  arrest  her  steps. 

M  You  will  bo  happy  to  bear,  since  we  were 
(peaking  of  society,"  (said  the  little  man,  grinning 
with  the  consciousness  of  imparting  a  piece  of 
uews  that  would  be  particularly  acceptable  to  Imt 
of  all  persons) — '■  tliat  there  is  an  acccffiion  to  the 
social  circle  in  the  neighbourhood ;  a  most  desirable 
one  too!"  and  here  he  opened  his  eyes,  as  luring 
delivered  an  imporiani,  no  less  than  agreeable 
piece  of  intelligence;  while  the  fair  person  lo  wliom 
he  imparted  it  reriprocally  ditlcndcd  her  lids  wiib 
surprise  no  ivss  than  plcitture. 

"  I'm  dcligbi>.xl !  our  t-Ircle  was  so  small  I— do  let 
nt  hear  the  name  I"  exchiimed  tlw  sociable  and 
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society'loving  Udv,  at  tlie  same  moment  llint  hur 
aM:etic  brolhtT  growled  out — "Oh,  good  j^ritcious! 
we've  *  bores'  enough  already,  wiilK>ut  any  tnore  1" 

Meantime,  "  ilie  herald  of  good  news,"  m  Mub 
Howb^^ii  consi<lered  bim,  proceeded— 

"  Vhy,  lie  is  no  less  a  per»on  than  a  certain 
coloiiei,  of  noble  family,  and  a  member  of  parlta* 
ment  to  boot!" 

"  Ugl),  a  colonel  in  the  army,"  growled  Howb^       | 
gen  ;  "  that  is  no  great  recommaidation,  when  we 
hear  so   much  of  the  partial  &ale  of  cominunoiu,       | 
and  promotions  by  favour  of  young  artstoeratic      I 
coxcombs,  to  the  exclusion  often  of  the  mo«tt  de-      i 
serving.  Ugh — amcmberof parliament,  too!  ugh — 
that  U  A  title  guaranteeing  anything  but  lionesly 
now-a-daytl" 

•    Min  Howt)iggen,  on  the  odicr  hand,  exclain>ed, 
with  very  diflerent  feelings  and  in  a  vely  tlifTcrent^^ 
strain—  ^ 

■*  ]>e]ighiful !  A  member  of  parliament  1— and 
his  name? — Ills  numc'i"* 

'*  Colonel  Itctimorc." 

**  Charming  name  I" 

**  Nothing  very  charming  tliat  I  can  wee,"  mitN 
terod  h<!r  ascetic  brother ; — "  what  a  fusa  yoti  ntnke 
about  any  strange  iientoii  Ihiil  happens  to  come  into 
the  neighbourhood,  and  )>eH)ap6  may  merely  be 
paaung  through  it.     Why  you  can  possibly  require 
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increase  vour  dr«le  (im  you  call  h)  I  cant 
imginsl  I'm  sure  I  don'c  wbJi  to  mx  ihts  colonel 
— (what  do  VDu  call  btmi*)  »ny  mum  iliun  lie 
wisiiea  (1  daresay)  to  se«  nit;"' 

"And  Vm  dying  Utaee  himV  exclaimed  Mm 
Uowbif^gen.  "  Our  '  circle'  ai  present  is  *  no 
circle  at  all.'  As  fur  Mr.  ijiwlon,  tiw  *  squire,'  as 
tlie  country*  people  here  call  him,  be  is  a  i-cry 
worlliy"  .  .  . 

..."  Ob,  the  '  bore*  of  a  fellow  t  do  not  nunt 
him,"  growkd  oui  Iter  broUier,  hoslilj'. 

'•  K&v.  indeed  be  U  a  very  worUiy  peiwn,  but 
certainly  not  so  all-engrossing  as  lo  leave  no  nccci- 
■lion  lo  his  society  lo  be  ivt!>b«il  for.  He.  '»  nimost 
tbe  only-  person  we  have  in  the  neigbbourbood,  ex- 
cept  your  'Oeniiofilie  Luket'  l>r.  EMtnile;  and 
diett  are  nidi  siiblitne  pbiloaophical  penoni  that 
ll>cir  are  sometiinet  a  little  too  loHy  to  answer  iht 
notions  of  oompanionsliip  llmt  hamblcr  spirits  find 
more  ngrecalilel  ,  .  .  Ob  I  I'm  dcligbled  to  ttiink 
we  shall  hare  so  destrabie  and  dUtingnished  an  nc- 
eemon.  .  .  .  Pmy  witcn  did  you  Bnt  sou  him  7" 

"  Oh,  only  yesterday  evening.  I  took  leare  of 
him  thb  morning  atnl  promised  to  call  on  him 
■gain  shortly,"  replied  tin;  Doctor. 

"  Charming  I  do  make  it  in  your  way  to  look  in 
upon  him  if  you  sliould  be  able,  and  express  bow 
much  pleasure  it  would  giru  Mr.  Ilowbiggeo  and 
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myscir  if  lie  would  favour  us  with  Ills  company  to 
dinner  this  evening;." 

Kedsilu  tmttatcd  for  m  motnciit  in  liis  reply, 
calling  now  to  mini),  nx  ha  did,  a  littlv  too  Intr,  the 
cirCTimstance  of  ll(»iniore's  iipp«iiriiig  to  desire  ic 
be  prii'ate. 

"  Why,  wtiat  U  tlie  maUer?"  oontinned  ihe  tail 
apinster,  wiili  n  tone  of  eager  inquiMtiveneas ;  "I 
surely  will  scarcely  refuse  us  ihe  pleasure  of 
company,  being  a  stranger  and  all  alone?" 

"  That  b  very  true,"  replied  ihe  Doctor,  slL 
hentating ;  "  but  I  fancy  he  is  a  little  occupied  bI 
present  by  an  arrcar  of  correspondence  to  consti- 
tuents and  others." 

"  Oh  I  dear,  dear  I  that  can  hardly  be.  A  maa ' 
must  find  time  to  dine,  and  'see  society.'  There 
ia  a  time  surely  for  all  things.  I,  for  mr  part,] 
could  write  letters  to  as  many  people  as  any  M.P.j 
in  the  three  kingdoms  has  constituents,  and  yet 
fiud  lime  for  scein;;  my  fj-tends  and  entering  intoJ 
the  engagements  of '  society  1' " 

"  Rnt  ihi*  person  '»  no  friend  of  j-oureor  mine, 
nor  knows  anything  ab<Mit  usl"  growled  out  llow-i 
biggen ;  **  and  p<-Tli»ps  dovs  not  wish  to  know  any- 
thing al>out  us!" 

"The  greater  t>  tl»e  compliment  wc  pay  him, 
then,  in  slewing  bim  tlie  coune»y  of  miiking  ad- 
vances towards  his  acquaintance,  and  ofl'ering  him 


iMwpiulii;  as  being  a  uraiiger  amonpt  usr  re- 
U)fl«tl  Mias  Ilowbigften,  wiih  a  truU  becoming  ion 
of  the  bead  at  lier  brother's  barbarous  '  nntbocial' 
tone  of  thinking. 

"  Well,  all  I  can  say  is,"  reuimed  Dr.  tUtlaile, 
"  that  if  I  thought  tltat  by  returning  to  the  place 
where  he  is  taking  up  his  abode  durinfr  his  stay 
here,  I  cooUl  iiiduce  him  to  join  me  anil  accept 
your  invitation  1  should  lie  loo  happy ;  but  really, 
I  think  he  would  only  consider  it  an  interference, 
after  the  assurance  be  gave  me  that  to-day,  at  leaal, 
he  was  too  much  engaged  to  be  at  liberty  to  come 
oat.  Pbrlmps  lo-morrow,  or  on  tome  future  day, 
he  may  be  lea*  occupied." 

"  'IlHrre !  now  will  not  ihat  satisfy  j-ou  ?"  (^rowlnl 
out  Howtuggen  ^ain.  "  I'm  Ktire  I  am  in  no  such 
liuiry  to  see  this  <  distinguished  strange^  —  he. 
ive,  he !"  he  added,  chuckling  most  provokingly. 

MiM  Uowbiggen,  taking  no  notice  of  this  dis- 
agreeable speech,  continued,  with  characteristic 
anxiety,  to  Dr.  Esdaile — 

•*  Some  future  day  t  Oh,  dear !  that  is  too  db- 
tant  a  prospect  to  atisfy  my  desire  to  see  cvur  new 
deoiwn  of  thcK  solitary  riitreats— " 

["  I  dare  say  !"  muttered  Howbiggcii.] 

.  .  .  .  "  Besides,  by  that  time  tie  may  l>i>  goneT 
No,  no  I  we  must  not  put  olT  anything  of  moment 
in  this  life:  and  it  is  of  moment,  in  our  scanty 
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circle,  lo  secure  so  desirable  on  aildilion.  Iliere- 
fore,  Dotliing  can  satisfy  tne  but  disp«lcliii)jf  u  nofu 
and  our  cards,  witb  a  view  to  trying  lo  *  draw  out' 
tilts  di»inguish«d  person  amongst  us  this  very  d>y. 
....  Bui,  dear  me !  look.  Dr.  Esdaile,  who 
iltat  riding  by  ?"  she  exclaimed,  hastening  to 
window. 

<*  It  is  (he  worthy  squire  of  BlncktMn,  my 
tccnicd  frU-nd,  Mr.  I.awton ;  by-ltHsbyc,  I  ought 
to  cull  at  Bkirktant  tu  sec  Mtst  Lawton— ilic  bn 
hud  H  biui  cold,  imd  I  niitct  inquire  —   ■ " 

But  iiere  I>e  wiu  iiiopiwd  »Jiorl  by  ^Ei».t  How* 
biggen,  who  cried  out,  "  Oh,  dear  me !  I  »o  wbh  to 
speak  to  Iiiin — I  wi.ih  we  coidcl  stop  him  1"  Attd 
here,  throwing  up  the  window-stiwh,  »)ic  wared  a 
hnndkcrcliicf,  like  a  dbtreuied  daiaicl  of  old,  tuider 
dunuiO!  vile  of  giant  or  ogre,  with  tlie  hope  of 
ciuchiitg  tlie  eye  uf  Uie  equestrian,  when,  to  Imt 
greui  joy,  he  reined  tip  Itis  steed,  siid  was  tuoti  seen 
odvauciiig  ahitig  tltc  gravel-road  up  to  tlie  eniraooe 
door. 

lie  bad  teaKely  entered,  than  Miss  JlofiAiggmt 
with  laudable  inipmicncc,  hastened  to  nteet  iAa* 
*'  Oh,  I  am  60  baf^y  to  toe  you,  Mr.  Lawton  t  X 
suppose  you  have,  of  course,  left  a  curd  on  Colonel 
Rcnmore,  the  new  ac<)uitttion,  as  I  triKt  he  will 
[ircive,  (diat  is,  if  we  make  the  proper  advances,) 
Ui  our  social  circle  ?" 
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■  "  He,  he,  he  !"  giggU^  ooi  Mr.  Huwbiggen,  nt 
iMuirinj;  this,  as  hejuMraiin-d  up  hit  hctid  in  rocog- 
nilkm  u(  tl>u  eDtrann;  of  Lawioo,  wIiUc  b«  gntoi- 
bin]  <HJ(,  "  Vgit,  hov  d'je  iki  ?     lluw's  Mih  Law- 

■  ion?  ogh.  ughi" 

•*  Why,  nbera,  ber  twid  ia  do  die  whiJe  ranie* 
what  better — alMitn  I"  rcpLicil  tlir  lord  oT  Ubck- 
tam,  in  n  pompiNU  nnd  aultnuo  tone,  ichicli,  u  op- 
pKcd  lo  Iridnt,  wuf  vumcwlmt  IwlicnKB  tn  iu  effect ; 
this,  iiowen-r,  wu  oi»e  uf  h»  nnituing  rfasnctir- 
utiat,  nnd  perhnps  wm  not  loM  tigiit  of  by  the 
H  cynical  Mowhiggen..  when  a  tittle  while  ago  he 
deiigiiated  Mr.  Lawton  "a bore."  "  Abmn,''  (con- 
linucil  I.nwtt>ii,)  "  Ijtnm  (ilutt  «-ii«  Iiu  thiu^hter's 
iiim«>  CMu^lil  <^il  ii)  aluiidiiig  unt  too  Inn^.  uti«:in, 
witnc9«»{;  one  of  my  gnuid  iinprov«inmt>i,  nhrnt,  in 

Illw  plniMirC'fp'uuwIi  .  .  .  ." 
,  .  .  ."  Vvs,  jre« !"  ejaculated  Min  Howb^tgen, 
lustily,  and  Biixioiu  to  cut  short  the  wnivwltat 
proKoic  Lord  of  Blacktam,  especially  wlien  be  «m 
*'  muuuied  on  bis  huliby,"  (for  sneit  it  was,)— -vis., 
the  tii|Nc  of  "  iiiiprovcinctits,"  as  wc  shall  more 
fully  witDCM  hereafter.  At  present,  wc  shall  only 
Tcnuu-k  tliat,  if  Mr.  J^wton  was  a  >'  gcniiis"  iii  bis 
way.  be  was  assumlly  not  otiu  of  Dr.  EMlailc's 
"  Genii  of  ibc  Lake"  exactly;  but  we  hear  Miu 
Howbiggcn  reiterate — '•  Of  course  yo«  have  left  a 

card " 
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Left  a  cani, — alieiii, — n  card?"  rejoined  Lan 


.,  or 


ton,  with  an  air  of  winewrlmi  ludicrous  Mirprbe. 
"  No,  no  !  I  reiilly  have  nol  heard  till  this  moment 
of  any  colonel— any  new  acquisition — ahem,  or 
arrival." 

"  No,  no  !"  inierposed  Esdaile, "  the  colonel 
CAinc  into  the  neigh ixiurhood  vesterday  evening. 

"True,  trwe!"  replied  Miss  Howbi^en,  eagerly. 
»  So  much  tlie  better,  however,  for  our  cxhilHtion 
of  readiness  to  ^qv  him  attention.  There  should 
certainly  bens  Htllv  time  lost  as  possible  in  oHcring 
!(...•■  You  will  hiLve,"  she  continued,  (uming 
to  Lawton,  "  sontc  interesting  news  lo  bear  to  Mta 
Lawion " 

["  Interesting  news  '."  giggled  out  the  asc«tic.] 

"  Which  is  no  other  than  tttat '  ihc  Honourable 
Colonel  Renntorc,  M.  I'.,  of  the  Clan-rcnmore 
family,  county  Caithness"  if  come  amongst  tis. 
tfuch  a  partner  for  Iwr  at  a  bidl,  or  to  hand  Iter  in 
at  dinner !  Consider,  you  will  of  course  exhibit 
your  de»ire  to  shew  to  <listingui:^)ed  a  person  ii 
mediate  attention." 

"  Cerlainly, — ahem, — cerlaiidy,"  replied  La' 
ion,  with  due  solemnity;  "pniy  wh<-rf  i»  the  Colonel 
rr«iding?  I  shall  he  Rio«t  happy  to  leave  our 
cards — Laura's  and  mine — with  m  note,  expressing 
how  flalt«red  we  shall  be — ahem — by  t)»e  lionour 
of  his  company  (o-morrow  evening  to  dinner. 
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So  aying.  Mr.  Lawioa  repaired  to  the  writinj^ 
tsbic  bikI  pvimed  a  note,  while  Miss  Uowbif^a 
look  ber  atmt  opposite,  nnd  penned  another,  oa 
the  pan  of  her  brotlier  antl  hcrscir,  as  die  said  to 
lavrtoR,  "  You  are  duiiig  precisely  wKiit  I  ww 
about  to  do  tny«eir,  only  your  inviinlion  ic  for  to^ 
Bwrrow,  tnitic  (or  to-day !  And  lel  toe  we/'  (ilie 
ooDliiiucd  running  on,  and  amusing  herself  with 
the  dreams  of  tliai  festivity  to  which  site  mule  sure 
"  tbc  Colonel's"  presence  would  give  such  new  im- 
polse) — "  let  m«  see,  we  shall  be  able  to  have  mi 
chamting  party  I  Yourself  and  Dr.  E&daile" — 
(a  bow  from  tbc  Doctor  and  Mr.  Lawtoa,  of 
course^—"  and  Miss  Law  ton        " 

[*t  Permit  me  lo  ask  if  MUs  Ijiwton  Ikos  pur 
the  r^imeii  I  prescribed  fur  her  cold  V  intc 
tfiJG  Doctor 3 

"  Wait  a  monwni,  Dr.  Esdailc,"  renimed  Mi 
Howbiggen ; — "  yes ;  llicrc  will  be  Mr.  aiitl  Miw' 
Lawton,  Dr.  Esdaile,  that  b  tliree;  tlien,  your 
■  Genii  of  the  Lake,'  tbc  illustrious  *  trio,'  ihat-l 
will  make  '  six  i'  then  Colonel  Renniorc,  seven : 
and  Mr.  Fctiton,  perhaps,  (though  I  can  »careely 
reckon  so  certainly  on  him,  for  he  a  at  Mume  little 
distance,)  eight;  and  Mr.  Howbiggen  and  myself, 
ten.     A  very  nice  party !" 

"  Very  nice  indeed !"  tnnttered  Howbiggen  tu*^ 
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himself;  "  mid  this  is  the  w«y  I  am  to  have  th^ 
house  turiuHl  out  nt  windows,  withoot  even  being 
a&kcd  how  far  /  find  it  •  nice,'  m  she  mils  i^  or 
Vastly  pleasatil — ugrccablc  indeed  !" 

This  interesting  cttWulntion  on  iIm;  part  of  Mil 
Howbig^en — this  most  sociable  of  ladies— was  con- 
cluded at  iIh'  «ati]c  monicnt  lh,-it  tlte  notes  both  of 
hcrsrlf  and  Mr.  Lawtmi  were  achk-ved.  Ttie  Indy 
proccwlcd  to  rinw  the  bell  inimt'diiitely,  in  order  to 
dicpiUch  Iki"  "  hiilet"  on  llw  way  of  it»  destiny, 
when  Mr.  Liitt'ton  lutsurcil  her,  with  doe  solemnity, 
tiiAt  he  Khriuk)  have  much  ph-itMire  in  leaving  it, 
togethw — Jihcni — wiih  his  own  note,  which  be 
sliould  do  in  culling  at  the  Travclkr't  Rest.  TIl|^| 
worthy  M]uire  was,  in  fiicl,  scnrccly  Ira*  eager  now 
tlian  the  fiiir  spinKtcr  hei-)vlf,  u>  "  dniw  otit"  ibis 
"  distinguished  stranger."  OF  oourte,  in  th>ing  «>, 
hehfld  in  his  eye  a  desirable  tKquisilton  of  Hcqtuiint- 
ance  for  htcthiiighicr;  Tor  no  dnubti  in  ihissolitarjr 
(listricl  of  niecrs,  titrns,  anil  cliHli,  itc<c|tiuintiiiiceft 
were  scarce,  and  con9ec|uently  the  more  in  request, 
when  any  such  '•  novelties"  olforetl  t);eniseKes;  and 
we  arc  giving  hut  a  true  picture  of  the  "  stir"  i 
new  arrival  occasions  in  such  a  <)btTict. 

Accordingly  Mr.  I.awton  procectled  to  take  I 
teiive,  trusting  he  might  be  fortunate  enough  to 
find  t)ie  Colonel  nt  home. 


I 
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"  I  doubl  that,"  obserred  EtUaile;  "  indoors  he 
may  be,  I  grant  you;  1  thuik  ii  it  very  probaljle; 
bin  I  doabt  whether  he  will  be  nt  tiunin  to  yoD  or 
tny  oat.  But  let  me  ask  once  again  ns  lo  MiM 
lemon's  cold — I  think  you  sud  it  wax  belter — 
^e  bos  pursued  the  regimen,  of  coune '{" 

"  Oh,  good  heavens !'"  ejaculated  Iluwbiggcn, 
that  everlasting  '  regimen !'"....  aiid  ton* 
inoctl,  nftcr  his  manner,  to  grumble  out  someltiing 
complimmtory,  when  liis  murmnring  nas  drowned 
ill  tlic  merry  fit  of  cacliinnatioti  which  the  Doctor 
mised  m  he  made  h'n  escopc,  and  which  was  not 
itmreudily  joined  in  by  the  ^uirc  of  Blacktarn; 
!,  however,  in  liis  instance,  at  the  entertaining 
of  Howbiggcn,  tlian  out  of  any  d»- 
eipect  for  the  I>>ctor's  "  regimen,"  which  indeed 
JiUfn  Lawtoii  luid  found  fully  satisliictory.  As  for 
b^^n,  Ik  wa»  both  a  "  diaracter"  and  ojt 
"  invalid ;"  and  a»  such,  wqa  accounted  a  "  priri- 
person,"  aitd  all  bb  moroseneai  wa«  not  only 
en  in  "good  part,"  but  kltvccI  as  food  foren- 

inment  to  H>nie,  and  moralizing  to  oilien. 
And  now  Lawton  and  Ksdailc  b«d  taken  their 
departure — llic  first  to  Blacktam,  of  course,  stop- 
ping nt  the  Traveller's  Hvsi  tn  his  way ;  the  )a>t  to 
is  n»idencc  near  Ke»nick.     And  ttiiu  we  have 
joined  t)K  circumstances  llint  led  to  those  inTi- 
lutions  which  we  have  witn«s«ed  our  hero  receiving 
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on  his  return  to  tbe  hostelrie,  as  above  related.  As 
for  Miss  Howbiggen,  she  now  continued  her  walk 
in  no  small  anxiety  and  restlessness  until  tbe  &te 
of  ber  note  should  be  decided ;  all  which  landable 
anxiety  was  rudely  designated  by  her  uncompli- 
mentary and  disagreeably  candid  brother, "  fidget." 
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CHAPTER  X. 


-Col  ptihnioMl  liMM  ftiM dclndiDg abTe r 

Tamivd  or  n>  Suhiw, 


Anxiously  iiitkcd  did  MLa  Howbiggen  svrait 
tbcwrirol  of  an  answer  to  l>cr  invibitiun.  With 
eager  and  trembling  haiid  did  tttc  brcslc  thv  eobI, 
whCD  at  length,  and  lute  Jii  ihc  evening,  it  wu 
placed  before  b«r.  Her  cynical  brother  hod  long 
retired  to  reM,  worn  out,  in  gr«ai  measure,  b,v  his 
own  fretfulness,  and  in  a  certain  degree  by  the 
"  fidget"  (to  UM!  his  own  term)  of  his  "  amiable" 
nster.  As  for  this  excellent  spinster,  tittle  rest 
could  »lie  hope  for,  until  she  was  mode  acquainted 
with  the  fate  of  her  attempts  at  "  drawing  the 
Coloitel  out."  If,  tlien,  repose  of  mind  had  been 
banished  hitherto  by  tlic  pain  of  uncertainly  ns  to 
the  result  of  her  adventure,  it  was  not  likely  to  tw 
much  more  conceded  her  by  the  "  bitter  certainly" 
of  ill  sQocea  which  llic  following  words  now  oon> 
Teyed: — 

h8 
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"  CoIoiK'l  Kfnmorft'K  conipliineuts  to   Mr, 
Miss  HowbifTj^eti,  hdcI  regrets  be  is  unable  to 
liimself  the  lionour  of  accq)ting  their  kind  invit*-' 
tion,  in  consequence  of  engagements  that  have  tl«- 
munds  on  his  time  during  bis  very  short  sojourn  i: 
llie  neighbourhood. 

"  Mr.  and  MiM  Honbi^en." 


c  cl«- 


nt^j 


A  similar  note  was  received  hy  the  denizens  of 
llUcktarn,  and  excited  similar  regret  with  that  of 
Mi^  Itowhiggen,  though  in  a  more  modentte  ant! 
•oflened  degree. 

llic  tumult  of  spirit,  the  "  tsntarum"  of  dbnp* 
poinlment  cxpmoneetl  by  this  hospitable  spinster, 
it  would  he  difficult  L-iihcr  to  imagine  or  adcqitatelj^^ 
portray.  JH 

"  Tantalising  and  vcxutiom!"  nhe  cxdaimcd: 
"  \\^bat  a  polite,  delightful  note  !  V«xntion«  tint 
it  shoidd  be  one  of  rd'uMd  !    Most  tli.-uip pointing  f" 

In  fncl,  th«  poliie  terms  in  which  "  the  Colonel" 
had  declined  her  advances  towanlii  "  drawing  biro 
out"  bad  only  the  elTect  of  sttroulaling  ber  anxiety 
to  iicracveiv  in  that  desired  ot)}eci.  If  she  had 
fronted  an  agreeable  image  of  the  diatinguislied 
stranger  hitherto  in  her  mind,  slic  now  arrayed  the 
plesaing  picture  in  yet  heightened  colours  and 
ndditional  lustre.  After  walking  up  and  down  die 
room,  reiterating  tlie  burden  "  v«ry,  very  disap- 
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pointing,  knil  extremely  vexatious  t"  she  at  last  i:n> 
deavDurol  to  console  hertelf  by  hopes  ibat  oo  smite 
fvtnre  day  a  more  atialBctory  result  of  her  social 
advances,  as  reganlcd  "  tbc  CoIodcIi**  inif^ht  bn 
nitained.  However,  aniittHrr  anil  nnutlivr  day 
dragged  their  weary  fliKlu  ftlunf;,  oihI  mUII  Mis* 
Uo«  biggCD  siw  no  pnMpfct  o(  siuuiiing  )ivr  ile- 
Mred  ottfecu  It  was  to  no  wont  of  auiduitv,  cer- 
tainly* on  ber  part,  lliai  lliti  IJiilure  was  to  1m 
auribuied;  lor  scarcely  had  u:ii  days  elapsed  tlion 
sbe  bad  dispalcbed  nearly  bnlf  tlic  utimbcr  ol' 
notes,  all  lending  to  tJie  same  desirable  end.  But 
alas !  all  met  wiib  the  uniform  re«uU  of  disappoint- 
ment in  their  laudable  advances.  To  one,  a  reply 
was  made  of  valctudiiuirianism ;  to  uiiothcri  that 
CoJonel  Renmore  "regretted  much"  he  was  just 
setting  olT  oa  his  departure  from  die  pUice ;  and 
bitter  was  the  disntay.  anil  intense  llie  Gtiffiu  ucca- 
WMud  Miss  Howbiggeo  by  this  cruel  imuounce- 
inent.  Away  she  sent  a  servant  to  llie  Traveller's 
Rest,  to  ascertain  if  Colonel  ll«iroorc  had  "  really 
taken  leave"  of  ll>c  spot ;  and  «l»eti  «lie  was  in- 
Innned  be  was  still  there,  I'lie  opened  her  eyes  as 
witiely  as  asUKuxhment  oould  dUieiid  them,  as  sb« 
e^oeubited,  "  Well,  1  niuM  say  lliis  is  very  sin- 
gular. [  coniMt  ioiitgine  wliat  can  be  the  nrmuxt 
Colonel  Heumure  ads  so  very  miidi  on  ll»e  de* 
fenstve,  as  rrganls  our  advances  towards  bun.    One 
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would  reallv  tlittik  tliey  had  be«n  liostile,  to  find 
bin)  Ujiu  ketp  us  ut  ann's  length.  ....  M''lwt 
cat)  lie  the  reason  lie  oiatnlains  iliia  strict  privacy, 
and  nmnir«xts  so  unaltered  a  determination  to  keep 
to  himself?" 

"  Why,  what  can  it  mailer  to  you  or  me?" 
brother  would  observe,  pettishly ; ."  I'm  quite  sic 
of  this  man's  name,  endlessly  as  it  has  beett 
your  tongue  since  the  fu^t  moment  tliat  blockbc 
Esdaile  mentioned  it  to  you.     Can  you  not  take^ 
the  '  hint'  that  Coloftel  Itenmorc's  endless  rvfusa) 
of  your  invitations  oifcrs — namely,  that  he  does  noi 
desire  to  be  annoyed  with  society  ?' 

"  Annoyed  I  Monstrous  to  bear  you 
thus.  "So,  no !  there  is  some  secret  or  anoihe 
connected  widi  this  privacy  which  it  would  in- 
terest me  amazingly  to  discover.  Why  !  Itc  haunts 
the  pUcc  hkc  a  spy;  he  is  in  it,  hut  not  of  it.  1 
kIuiU  feel  quite  '  uneomibrtoblv'  (realty  I  shall) 
until  I  Gitbom  to  lU  di-p(li  tlw  wlwle  *  m>-stcry,fl 
lor  by  no  other  name  can  I  de!<ign»te  it !" 

So  saying,  she  left  the  room  to  prepare  lienclf 
for  going  out,  while  the  pony-phiteton,  in  which 
herself  and  Mr.  Howbiggen  took  their  drive*,  wa« 
ordered  to  tlie  door,  but  was  sent  back  again,  on 
her  sagely  determining  that  a  "  pedestrian  tour" 
throi^h  the  village  would  afford  her  better  oppor- 
ttmities  of  delayir^  "  where  she  Usced,"  to  make 
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inquiries  conccmtog  the  fablory,  character,  ntuvo- 
inenB  (or  it  might  be,  pecutiarittes),  of  ihis  m;** 
terioas  jet  counJy  stranger.  Unsocial  in  Oispoci- 
tion  she  could  tiot  believe  bim  to  bci  so  polite  wu 
tlie  style  of  lib  mJdresB,  both  hs  Esdailc  luid  rrpn.- 
sented  i(  Ut  ii«r  and  u  ilic  style  of  hnt  note*  testi- 
6ed.  '*  Wliat  coukJ,  then,  be  the  reason  uf  hut  thus 
staDiling  ■luuf— of  his  perpetual  cxcuteit  tlui  he 
was  nboat  (o  leave  t)>e  spot — that  his  movements 
were  'nnsetiled  and  anccrtain'?  ....  And  yet 
still  was  he  there!  and  still  unwillinf;  to  meet  the 
mlvances  of  sociability  and  hospitality  a  stranger  is 

ncnilly  so  willing  to  nwet,  and  by  which  he  feck 
ittered,  while  he  it  plenMd  in  cvincinf;  his  «cnse 
of  iIk*  attentions  offiTcd  him."  To  solve  iln!  jiio- 
blem,  ibni,  of  this  <*  mystery,"  if  {xiKuble,  Mist 
Hnwbif^gen  sallied  forth  oti  her  portentous  way  to 
the  villa^  of  Ruttermere;  while  her  courteous 
broliter*!*  refleclions  on  her  errand  were  somewhat 
to  ihe  (bllowing  effect : — "  Ugh !  tiresome  it  is  n 
inan  can't  be  left  to  himself  when  he  wishes  it  I  ugh, 
you  can't  seek  a  retreat  of  quiet  or  privacy  a 
moment,  but  you  must  bo  rumnuiffvd  out  by  ilte 
worrying  civility  or  impertinent  curiottity  of  some 
one  or  attotlier  I— bore !  plicae  I  pest '" 

So  thought  Mr.  liuwbiggen,  and  so  sallied  forth 
on  her  way  his  "  amiably"  inquisitive  sister ;  and  we 
may  venture  to  sny  tliat  no  pilgrim,  even  proceed- 
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ing  to  Mecca,  ever  jouraeyed  witlj  greater  zeal 
than  herself.  Nor  was  she  animated  by  a  less  in- 
citing principle  than  any  pilgrim  that  ever  walked 
barefoot  even,  and  with  peusc  in  his  slioes;  for 
assuredly,  as  lar  as  zeat  ts  conccrDcd.  the  spirit  of 
religion  may  bo  matched  by  ihe  spirit  of  curiosity, 
or  call  it,  if  you  please,  of  gusstping.  All  anxiety 
to  **  glnin  infonnulion,"  she  demanded  it  of  Uk 
first  persam  that  cnnn;  in  her  way,  on  having 
entered  the  village.  Wlieiher  exercised  to  the 
puqiosc  or  tioi,— whether  with  the  probable  chance 
of  obtaining  the  di=tir«d  intelligence  or  not.  leenH 
to  Iiavc  been  Hcurcely  of  mure  comequentx  in 
bis  fint  ebullition  of  her  qucsttun-asklrtg  errand, 
than  the  eircumsuince  of  giving  tome  reui  to  the 
swelliog  current  of  her  ttnxiety,  or  (call  it  if  you 
will)  her  "  fidget,"  which  longed  to  force  itself  out 
in  words !  As  chance  would  so  have  it,  the  first 
person  that  presented  himself  was  one  "Jock,"  the 
carrier's  man  already  mentioned  as  having  brought 
ifac  Colonel's  baggage  from  Keswick.  She  bad 
now  rounded  iJte  corner  of  the  lake,  and  was  pur- 
suing the  litUe  road,  or  rather  lane,  leading  to 
ttte  7*raveller's  Rest  and  the  village,  and  at  this 
point  she  encounlcretl  honest  Jock.  lie  was  plod- 
ding his  dusty  way  along,  groaning  under  a  heavy 
"  fardel"  of  baggage  which  be  was  conveying  (sr- 
cundum  arteut)   fixmi  Bultcrnicre  to  some  spot  in 
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the  iici^lilxiurbood.  He  wore  a  sDiock-rrock,  and 
WM  wkxmetl  witli  a  bluu  nXion  neckcrcliief  br- 
nde*,  together  wiib  a  low^cruwiied  ttnw  bat,  with 
*  piece  of  witip-eord  tar  a  biin<l.  Froti)  bcneatti 
liis  lul-iH-im  bung  down  aomtx  bnotled  rvd  locksr 
bv  Kiky  of  varie^  lo  tlie  stAighi^«n>oolhetl  Iwtr  at 
the  top  of  his  heai). 

"  Ob  1  you  are  tike  Bouemtere  and  KeiEwidi 
currier,  are  joa  not  ?"  mked  hb  fiiir  iiiiernigiitar. 
'^  No !"  answered  Jock,  soiik-w  iiat  waggishly,  lor 
be  was  a  blunt  and  dogged  kind  of  clown,  uiid 
•ontewhat  of  the  veb  of  the  ancient  Touduionn, 
piquing  binuelf  as  be  did  on  llie  sbarpoeai  and 
pertinency  of  his  answers.  *'  No,  ma'am,  1  bfl-dni 
the  carrier,  and  yet  I  be  the  carrier  too,  and  don't 
speak  fabely  neither  1"  So  >aying,  be  rested  lib 
I  against  a  stump  by  the  WKyxidc,  pulli^d  offhtf 
■tr«w  hat,  robbed  his  foreheud  witli  Uie  buck  of  Ids 
nd,  and  f^iniMd  conipUoeudy  in  bis  (air  ijuea- 
tlioner'a^ce. 

'POob,  pooh!"  abe replied;  "  I  don't  utMlerstand 
peaking  iu  riddles  I" 

"  Why,"  continued  oiir  '•  Touchstone,"  "  in 
respect  1  carry  tlic  load,  1  am  th«  corrior ;  but  in 
respect  1  am  not  the  |>crsuD  you  would  mean,  1  am 
not  ilia  carrier  j  iltcrtfore— — " 

"  Dear,  dear !  do  tpeak  plainly  t  I  .  .  .  ." 
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"  Well  thcDi  ma'am,  so  I  v!U  I  and  I  say  I  be 
n«  the  carrier,  but — I'm  liis  man !" 

"  Well,  well,  it  is  tUl  one  I"  she  rej^ied,  some- 
what fussily ;  "  I  wished  lo  inquire " 

"  Yeea,  it  is  all  one  I  I  wish  it  were  m-o  of  us 
iitsiead  of  one,  to  help  me  with  my  load  !"  And 
here  he  grinned  agsin  in  clownish  malice,  at  her 
apparent  impatience  at  his  nnswcrs. 

"  Well,  never  mind,  my  good  man,  more  tlian 
one  is  sometimes  one  too  many ;  and " 

"  Yees  1  and  sometimes  one  too  few,  as  I  find  it 
ju»t  now ;"  and  here  he  grinned  applause  over  his 
own  clownish  conceit,  and  testiBed  also  his  amuse- 
ment »t  tantalizing  Miss  llowbtggen,  wlu»e  cha- 
racter for  question-asking,  and  luopjiing  people 
with  that  view,  was  not  altogetliei-  unknown  Jo  tlic 
hamtel. 

"  Dear,  dear,  how  provoking  ttie  oofisti  being  it; 
he  will  not  let  me  come  to  whitt  I  want  lo  say ',"  ex- 
claimed the  tantalixed  Spinster  lo  Itcnvlf,  when  she 
continued  to  tlic  "  grin-iuloriicd"  Jock — '*  There 
»  a  gctitlemati  at  tlie  Traveller's  lUst " 

«*  Yeof,  I  dare  say  tliere  be  1  two  or  ihrtw " 

"  Pooh,  pooh!  1  mean  a  certain  Colonel  Iten- 
more,  who  I  undcntand  is  about  to  quit  the  spot, 
if  he  has  not  already  quitted  it ;  now,  as  you  are 
the  carrier  of  the  place,  I  dare  say  you  can  iuibrm 
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ffl«  if  be  u  gone ,  since  you  miglit  have  luul  lo 
ooDvey  some  i>r  his  luggage  ponibly?  ind— ^'' 

"  Ob  Lont  I  oil  Lord,  ma'am !  you  rum  on  too 
fsBt  for  my  poor  vii  possibly  to  underxunil  hnlf 
thai  yoa  woaUl  wish  to  ask  mc!"  replin)  Jock, 
putting  on  a  look  of  ludicrous  dismay  and  pre* 
tended  tgnornncc.  .  .  .  .  "  Bless  you,  ma'ant  *.  you 
pot  me  all  in  n  fluster  P 

"  Well,  Jock 

**  Yo,  ma'am,"  replied  i)ie  clown,  witli  pre* 
tended  officiouvnos. 

"  Oafish  booby  V  exclaimed  Mis9  tlowbiggen  to 
hcneir,  much  worried  nt  having  to  deal  with  a 
beiDg  so  "  impracticable"  as  the  dogged  and  ma> 
Ucious  clown  before  her;  and  Uie  more  snaoyed 
wm  she,  fincv  site  IJincicd,  ^om  ilie  felkow*s  look 
and  manner,  that  he  pOGSPf»cd  the  desired  iniel- 
Itgence,  but  withheld  it  purposely  from  her.  At 
leui,  she  sui;peeted  as  much,  by  the  malicious  scit 
oomplaoence  of  his  countenance,  which,  in  other 
and  plainer  language,  ntay  be  construed  "  snuci- 
ncss." 

"  Tell  me  T  at  length  she  ncelaimed,  rabing  her 
voice,  and  now  rendered  quite  angry  ;  *'  Tell  me 
whether  the  gentleman  I  mentioned  has  (as  far  u 
j'ou  know)  left  the  rillngc  or  not  f" 

"  Left  tlic  village  or  not,  mn'nm?"  answered 
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Joi^,  with  an  oaJivh  slnre  of  pretended  xiirprtsc, 
iukI  liis  moutli  ffitpiiiK  ^h'^  at  llie  same  linte. 

"  Y<*,  ye»,  1  itiJi  t/au  f  don't  tuni  my  own  q««s- 
tions  back  upon  me!  I  ask  yam,  I  repeat !  So  speak, 
njy  goO(]  man,  if  you  have  a  tongue,  and—" 

"Why  yecs,  I  have  a  tongue,  ma'am!  but  it's 
«o  dry  at  pment,  ihat  1  raly  shouldu't  mind  wet- 
ling  it,  the  belter  to  answer  you,  if  so  be  you  might 
be  kind  enough  lo  let  me  drink  your  health  V 
.  ^'  If  it  even  so  i  Ob  !  you  can  speak  &5t 
cnou<;h,  I  lind,  when  you  )i»ve  anylbing  to  nsk 
forF'  replied  Miw  Uowbiggen,  turning  away  in- 
dignantly from  ttie  waggish  clown.  "  No,  no,  my 
friend,  I  ilo  nut  give  iinylhiiig  to  itllc  persons  such 
as  yourself,  who  cannot  rvtuni  u  plain  answer  to  a 
plain  question  r  So  saying,  "Miss  llowhiggeo 
turned  precipitately  away  from  Jock,  finding  she 
)uid  taken  (to  use  thu  humble  adage)  "  the  wrong 
sow  by  ttic  ear,"  her  impatience  not  being  nltaynl 
by  any  nicanv  by  the  worils  which  the  Buitcrmere 
Touchiiione  spoke,  aa  he  resumed  his  "  funiel"  and 
"  trnilgciron. 

**  A  plain  answer,  siud  you,  nis'am  ?  Well  now, 
I  lliought  1  spoke  plain  tnioiigh !— be,  lie— bo* 
bth— ba  i"  oontinited  tlie  clown,  chuckling  to  him- 
self, while  he  procecthrd  to  wililoquiv-e,  with  an  arch 
licr  ta  his  face,  "  Why,  if  I  had  known   (as  'tis 
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tike  I  DinT)  the  gcnllcman's  movements,  do  jon 
EuppcMc  1  mu  going  to  toll  you  cbont  'em  ?  No, 
DO  I  go,  ax  himielf,  ifjoii  want  to  know!  I  only 
on  njTt  be  is  «  gentleman,  nrery  indi  on  him ;  and 
paid  me  handsoniely  for  bringing  his  baggi^  to 
the  Trnveller's  lU-st,  when  he  first  came  tlM-re,  ten 
dayi  Rill',  or  morel  Ue  would  not  lutve  heanl  n 
poor  man  say  he  wii»  dry  vitlioul  trfuliiig  him  lo 
drink  bis  benlllit  And  I'm  sure  iftiiere  ever  was 
dry  wDrk  it  i»  answering  plaguing  qwatioai  and 
carrying  beitvy  bundtes." 

So  saying,  aitd  witli  tlii«  indirect  reflection  on 
the  want  of  liberality  in  liii  tnie  <{uestioner,  Juck 
proceeded  oii  his  way. 

Miss  ]Iovrbi};f^n,  after  havini;  walked  onwan)  a 
little  way,  stopped  fur  a  iiiooicnt,  us  abe  stood 
tapping  d»e  ground  impatiently  with  her  foot,  and 
playing  with  the  ivory  top  of  her  panwol,  while 
die  coDiidered  witli  herself  as  to  whieli  wax  the 
best  quarter  lo  which  she  sboultl  next  a<)dra»s  hei> 
self.  The  Traveller'a  Rat  was  at  hand.  "  Suji- 
pose  I  go  at  once  to  ilie  Colonel's  '  head -qua  rten,'" 
she  Eoid,  "and  nmke  inquiries  there  !" 

Accordingly,  slie  bad  rood  deeivd  the  tlire&hold 
of  the  porch,  and  was  met  by  tlie  landlady  of  tlie 
bcKtelric,  wlio  received  her  with  a  rooet  formal 
cmtaey,  and  begged  to  ask  "  What  was  her 
pleasure 
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"  oil !  only,  Mrs.  Wellierliy,  to  inquire  wlielfaei* 
Colonel  Renmore  has  j-et  left  you?  since  we 
have  a  ptiny  oil  Sunday  next,  and  wc  Aould  liavc 
been  delighted  to  have  »cnl  a  note  to  try  nnd  pre- 
vail on  hitn  to  come  and  see  us,  in  case  ho  might 
he  still  in  tlie  neighbourhood." 

"  Ue  is  still  in  Bnitcrmerc,  nva'am ;  but  not  at 
home" 

"  There  is  tUc  cause  of  oor  regret !  He  it  *  not 
at  home'  to  any  one  it  seems.  Well)  wcllt  Tin  de^ 
lighted  to  h(-nr  that  he  has  not  left  tlie  place  absO* 
luivly;  since  wc  have  yet  a  chance,  I  trust,  of  the 
plciutire  of  his  c»mpany]  What  can  he  tlie  reason 
be  will  not  favour  us  with  bis  society,  considering 
he  has  now  been  here  some  days?" 

"  Really,"  replied  dame  Wrtherby,  with  a  stiff- 
ness that  W.-IS  traly  ftMrmidable,  bristling  ap  her 
chin,  and  "  perpendicularizing"  the  plaited  border 
of  her  widow's  cap,  just  as  a  Gghting-cock  bristles 
up  Its  crcM -feathers [  "really,  I  cannoc  inform  you 
of  the  Colonel's  reasons  for  declining  invitations — 
be  may  be  an  invalid,  or  busy.  I  do  not  interfere 
in  any  such  matters,  I  can  assure  you,  ma'am, — ■" 
and  here  dame  Wetherby  coolly  looked  awry,  as 
she  addetl, — "  and  do  not  see  why  others  should  T 

"  Exactly,  exactly  I"  replied  Miss  Ilowbiggen,  a 
little  thrown  *'  a-back"  by  this  indirect  reflection  on 
her  own   spirit  of  inquisitiveiKOS,  of  which  Mn. 
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Weiberbjr  was  too  well  aware  not  lo  b«  on  ber 
guaril  o^inst  tu  "  Exactly,"  coDlinuct]  Mm 
Howbi^cn,  in  a  somi-wbat  quickened  tune ;  .  .  . 
"  I  mtrely  wishral  la  mskc  tlio  inquiry  which  I  just 
suggested,  hi  order  not  to  intrude  any  more  inri- 
taiions  on  the  Colonel,  in  case  hb  stay  were  naUy 
so  unsettled  as  be  scenu  hitherto  lo  have  considered 
it.  He  may,  liowerer,  poaaibly  prolong  his  stay* 
and  ilieti  the  case  would  be  altered.  If  so,  I  might 
veiKure  lo  send  an  inviiutton  for  Sunday  next, 
should  you  think  he  will  be  still  at  [luttermere." 

**  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  t — Ahem  \"  .  .  . 

.  •  .  ^  Perhaps  we  may  have  tlie  pleasure  of 
meetuig  hun  at  church  ?"  .  .  . 

"  I  realty  cannot  tell  V  replied  the  unbending 
landlady ;  "  but  ibis  1  can  tell,  that  it  would  be 
well  if  folks  looked  fiirward  to  going  to  church  for 
other  and  wortliier  objccu  than  falling  in  with  the 
children  of  this  world"'  and  as  she  ejaculated 
these  words,  her  eyes  were  upturned  in  appropriate 
accompaninMiit,  for  the  chord  of  llic  good  dnme's 
sanctimonious  propensities  had  been  touched  on, 
by  titc  mention  of  "church."  And  now,  in  lier 
turn,  she  began  to  be  felt  as  iiieonvcnicni  by  Miss 
HowbiggCD,  na  the  Inllcr  tuul  been  felt  a  moment 
pmt  by  tl>c  landlady,  who  proceeded,  in  a  tone  of 
whining  eilificaiion — "  AliI  it  is  to  hear  what  Iw 
sons  tlie  pulpit  ndniinislen  that  we  ought  to  go  to 
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clitirchi  not  to  gate  about  u&\     Ah,  oould  yim 
but  bear  sucit  a  prcadicr  as  Mr.  Quandisli  I   .  .  ." 

.  .  .  "  Oil,  no  doubt— no  tloubl  I"  rcplkd  KCiss 
Howbiggen,  bustily;  "and  by-ihe-faye,  liow  is  the 
worlhy  chapel  minister  ?"  she  added,  in  a  tone  of 
conciliation,  by  way  of  removing  the  former  un- 
ikvourablc  impresuon  mode  by  her  spirit  of  inqui* 
sitiveness,  for  she  was  awtire  Itow  much  aii  ally 
Quandish  n>as  of  dame  Wetherby.  ..."  I  really 
must  bear  bim  preach  some  day." 

"  Ah,  it  would  do  you  good  to  hear  mm  I     It  iij 
now  more  t)i»n  n  week  since  I  beard  him  I" 

"  IndexHl — has  he  been  out  of  Butlermere  ?" 

"  Vrs,  biui  \ie,  for  some  da^s  |>a.Ht ;  but  be  hei 
where  be  may,  lie  is  t^'i'r  '  st.-e)(ing  ibe  Lord,'  and! 
walking  ill  (be  path  of  righleoiisne^ !  Oh,  what  i 
*  sweet  discourse' bin  liut  was;  the  text  was  from  I 
C»nntIiiju>N.  He  preached  for  three  boars  all  but] 
seven  minute*.  .  .  ." 

,  .  .  **  Oh,  yes !  I  remember  hearing  about  iti 
In  the  Tillage."  ["Thank  Heaven,  I  was  not] 
amongst  the  congivgation,"  she  added  to  herself.] 
*'  I  must  ct^rtainly  hear  bim  soii>e  ilay — so  good 
morning,  Mrs.  Weiherby !  (iood  morning !" 
«lie  continued,  making  a  curtsey,  and  bustling 
out  at  tlic  porcli,  ax  well  pleased  to  escape  ihe 
inHiction  of  the  "  dnnte's"  snnctiinunr  and  powm 
of  "  prosinesa"  as  Mrs.  Weilierby  had  Uicly  been 
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to  tJiake  rrora  Imt  ^linuUcnt  ilie  loiul  of  ititcrrag^ 
tion  which  Miss  Uowbiggen  vnac  ever  so  nadj  to 
impose. 

"  Not  ai  all  nearer  Uic  mark  I"  cxdtuinctl  ihe 
provoked  lad)',  oooe  more  abroad  on  tlic  firld  of 
ditcovery.  ..."  Cannot  Icam  tltc  canite  of  UiC 
DijMeruus  conduct  I  mutl  mi  miidi  to  have  of 
piain«d  !  .  .  .  But,  dear  roc,  kIio  is  lliis  adt-uic-irig 
towards  ibe  ion — Uiis  old  nan?"  .  .  .  And  tlica 
looking  attcntivdy  at  tlie  person  in  r[iit&tiuu,  tfae 
rnldcd,  "  It  is  old  Mike !  .  .  .  Just  tliv  |ii:nKm  I 
dwold  tliiuk  likelj'  to  solve  the  [Hx>lileiu  I  U« 
knom  everitllting,  and  nrnj*  well  be  nccoanicd  a 
wimrd  by  tlie  iiiuocenl  vtdgarof  Ituucrnwrc  and 
iu  Qcigtibourltoud !" 

So  vying,  slie  adraoccd  hastily  up  lo  ifaa 
*' ancient  Btai')ueri"who  eyed  bcr  someirliot  atkance, 
wondering  why  lie  was  hunoun.'d  villi  a  greeting, 
die  uir  of  which  betokened  ku  nmcli  ragemcsa. 
"She  lias  something  (o  &kk  me  about,"  tnullered 
the  old  man  to  himwlf.  "1  can  sec  it  by  her 
countenonoc  I  There  i>  not  o  spoon  stolen,  or  ■ 
fxigiie  to  be  fouml  oul,  u<-  n  vilhgo  loTonialch 
afoot  that  old  Mike  b  not  con»tdled  !  though  tl» 
Ust  UTBiid  i»  not  thut  ou  which  Miw  Uowbiggen  t* 
come,  1  slwutd  lliink !  .  .  ." 

"Good  iiwrning,  Uike!  glad  lo  see  yon  so  well !" 

**lluuik  yuut  tna'aml  ihankyonr  said  Mike, 
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doffing  Ua  aeal'A'm  cap  (heretofore  described),  and 
passing  on  in  order  to  escape  the  suspected  intcr- 
rogatoi'j'. 

"  Oh,  pnij  stop  n  moment,  Mike ! — pray  stop ! 
I  wanted  to  ask  you " 

[.  .  .  "  I  tliouf^ht  so  !"  muttered  Mike  to  him- 
seir.  Now  I  wondiir  what  it  can  be  itlte  wuiu  to 
usk  me  of  all  people  in  the  world  ?"  .  .  .] 

.  .  .  **  Kyou  don't  think  it  uncommonly  strange 
llml  Mrs.  Wedierby's  new  guest,  here,  at  the 
Trnveller'a  Rest,  shouUl  have  been  in  die  place  so 
long  and  should  refuse  to  see  any  one  in  it  V 

"  No,  not  at  at)  strange,"  muttered  Mike  again 
to  himself,  .  .  .  when  he  added  aloud,  in  his  usmJ 
wild  aixl  mysterious  way,  ..."  OU,  it  is  strange, 
no  doubtl  wtiat  of  tlint?  All  life  is  a  *riddlc,' 
and  full  of  strange  dunces,  accidents,  and  adven- 
tures !  1  have  si-«n  some  strange  tilings  in  my  dayi 
and  kiwwn  »omc  struiige  spirits  too  I" 

"  Pear  me,  Mike,  you  frigliten  me !  And  your 
look  of  agniiicaDce  when  you  say  so  would  nlmost 
make  me  believe  what  the  people  &sy— namely, 
that  you  hold  commune  with  spirits  of  aiiotlier 
world  than  this  1  But  to  turn  from  tliis  subject  to  I 
titat  of  the  shyness  of  tliis  dblinguished  gentleman 
in  question." 

*■  Shyness  t"  muttered   Mike  again   lo  himself,  | 
repeating  her  words,  wiiliout,  however,  answering  i 
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her  quc«tkin.  "  Sbrnisss !  ay,  it  must  be  ptray 
airict  if  ihe  eye  of  fnlc  Joes  not  wafcIi  it  out  sooner 
or  later !" 

..."  What  are  ^-ou  talking  nboiil,  Mike?"  in. 
lerpused  Mi»  Ifflwbigg«n,  witli  on  uir  in  wliirli 
her  tacit  dreiwl  <>r  awe  of  llie  Rpeaker  prerniled 
orer  the  ortliiiary  imjiatience  of  tier  tnqtiittitivenew. 
Mike  Ktill  continued  to  "  dream  aloud"  to  btmseir, 
ehlier  rc^untarily  desiring  to  pat  her  inquisitive- 
DOM  aiide^  which  is  more  tlian  probable,  or  ab- 
cortiad  in  the  rdlections  which  arow.-  in  his  mind. 
Perhapis  both  conditions  of  mind  were  experienced 
by  the  "  wjxard  mariner"  on  tltc  present  occaaJon. 

•'  I've  watMlerod  many  a  mile  and  throngb  many 
an  otttlandUh  dime,  and  when  I  least  expected  iti 
the  person  1  tlwiight  of  and  wanted  to  wc  ha*  ntn 
np  i^rainst  me !  And  so  is  it  the  other  way.  Da 
wbat  we  will  to  avoid  a  suspectecl  evil,  there  is  • 
fatalily  liiat  Ibrces  us  right  upon  it,  when  we  leul 
dreamed  tliai  tltc  blow  was  falling  I  .  .  .  Well, 
well  I  we're  poor  helpless  tilings!  Heaven,  ha* 
mercy  on  us  all  P  and  lie  shook  hU  Iraary  locks, 
^)pflrently  too  much  absorbed  to  think  of  the  pre- 
sence  uf  M'las  llowhiggen,  who,  nt  length  losing 
tier  patience,  n^arded  the  old  man  with  a  look 
of  mingled  surprise  and  awe,  nsKhv  exclaimed,"  It 
u  of  no  avail  t  I  can  make  nothing  of  him  any 
more  than  of  the  provoking  oaf  Jock,  or  tlic  demure 
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widow  Weth«H]y!  .  ,  ,  Good  moming  to  vou, 
Mike,  since  you  cannot  rcsolrc  the  doubt  1 "  she 
added,  u  slie  now  took  her  Icnve  of  the  ancieiit 
tniiriner. 

'J'hc  ok)  ninii  raised  tip  hi»  he»d  hnstily— "  Good 
morning,  good  morning, — God  he  wi'  ^-ou  t"  and 
(lien,  after  she  was  gone  some  lillle  disisnce,  bis 
countenance  lost  Its  meditative  cast  nn<l  ustimM]  n 
look  of  concern  and  igignilicance,  as  he  Ix-ni  his 
glance  on  her  track,  white  he  retnarkei),  "  And  it 
is  thus  ihc  wind  sets  1  I  have  known  a  wotk;  ctU 
than  tiring  a  man's  patience  arise  from  a  spirit  of 
inquisilivcness  on  the  part  of  a  chattering  cun'ous 
woman  I  I  have  known  many  a  little  bcginaing 
the  cause  of  '  mighty  sorrow!'  This  womnn  will 
□ot  be  snttiJied  till  she  has  set  inquiry'  on  foot  to 
pry  inio  the  hoy's  movements  I  ...  *  Boy,'  I  call 
him,  fur  did  I  not  know  him  as  a  boy — ay,  from 

infancy Well,   well!      It  is  but  d>e  old 

chronicle  of  hummi  niischicf  repeated  t  .  .  .  A 
woman  lost  nil  humankind  Paradtse,  and  won  him 
a  heritage  of  pain  I  A  woman  set  the  world  at 
loggcrhends,  yean  on  )*eArs  ago,  at  n  place  tbey 

call  Troy,  as  I've  been  told !     A  woman 

Well,"  be  added,  still  bending  his  glance  on  the 
pertinacious  spinster's  track.  .  .  ,  "  A  weak  insini- 
nient  for  fate  to  work  by ! — ImiI  why  not  that  as 
well  05  n  fiKTcer  one,  if  the  end  must  be  so  ?    WelU 
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be  it  US  it  nia,v,  il  in  not  Iklifcc  sliall  betray  liitn. 
Nuir,  linve  I  uot  cause  to  berricnd  Iiim  ?  iiui  that  tn 
n  long  Uile."  •  •  . 

And  M  «j'ing,  after  a  pause,  Mike  Irutlged  oi>- 
n-uxh,  wrapt  in  llicsc  bis  raeUitaiiuns,  nitil  mutter- 
ii^  to  bimselT.  Willi  respect  to  Hx  uonls  that 
we  hare  just  liuirO  ncnpc  liim,  puqKHrUiig  itijtt  Itc 
was  imtlcr  i>umc  ubitgatioa  to  our  lieru,  and  oon»c- 
qucDtly  UDwilUnf;  tu  whitiper  any  secrets  lie  knew  of 
him,  we  abaJI  Iiutc  aa  opportunity  of  leuiiing 
what  WM  meant  in  good  tiin«  fnMo  lita  own  lips,  no 
Icn  than  froui  ibo  diaclosures  of  oar  >tory :  at  prc- 
wni,  we  will  return  to  Mus  UowEnggcn;  and 
pursue  her  on  the  way  of  goaaip— or,  il  may  bo^  as 
Mike  would  whiiper— of  fate. 

"  I(  in  plutn,"«iid  tliU  Uuiy  to  bonelf,  "thai  this 
old  man  kni^w  more  about  the  subject  of  my  in- 
quiry, or  cUc  he  would  have  evinced  some  curiotttty ! 
Certainly  sol  I  am  conBdcnt  of  it!  .  .  .  Kvcry- 
thing  cofifirma  me  in  llie  suspicion  (here  is  some 
mystery  in  the  matter;  and  tl»ough  1  may  not 
aolve  it,  yet  tlkcrc  is  no  luirm  in  <just  stepping 
down'  the  village  and  try'og  niy  chance  of  finding 
some  one  wlto  ntny  possibly  happen  to  set  me  a 
little  at  rest  on  tttc  subject  I" 

Accordingly,  with  thix  ndminblc  spirit  of  perse- 
verance, or  mihi^r  pertinaciiy,    Miss   Ilowbiggeu 
proceeded  oii  her  "  evemful  way." 
t3 
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"  Not  I  for  low  0*  dWf. 
Bu  Mtniing  >o  far  my  picular  end." 


The  pal*"  sluidows  of  a  row  of  yew-trccs  cast  a 
yet  inorc  lbrlji<)ding  hue  on  tli<:  couDtcnnnce  of 
«  person  (!«»cri<!(I  giadng  »lowly  bviwath  tbem, 
darkened  m  his  sjcpect  already  v.-ii»  with  (he  bod 
pMuonx  portrikyvd  in  il.  Hi»  brow  w]is  bent 
dowDwaidti,  and  hix  eye  fixed  on  the  ground,  while 
hi).  wlM>le  air  and  feature  testified  thnt  he  was  en- 
gaged in  tome  deep  tind  nnxiouK  "  self- commune." 
The  DatursJ  "  pent-house"  of  the  liii  wtm  yet  more 
protruded  over  tlic  eye  by  the  frown  wiiii  which  t)>e 
brow  was  contracted  ;  hut  had  you  passed  suddenly 
by  him,  and  he  had  raised  up  his  bead  to  see  who 
it  Was  that  intruded  on  bis  cogitatiwH,  you  would 
have  shrunk  back  in  disgust,  and  dtstnisL  too,  nt 
tlie  wily  Keardk  of  the  eye  lliut  peered  craftily  forth 
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from  uniter  the  lid,  speaking  some  (muI  desigtu 
Vou  would  han  m'ltnaiuai  trith  a  wiue  of  both 
loathing  and  apprclii,iukin  the  feature  ami  ita  ex- 
prcnion  loo.  TIk*  vve  was  of  a  sullcy,  wa^liv- 
looklng  hue*  a»  it  nppmrcd  when  uiorc  ililutcdi 
thougli  generalljr  from  tl»c  scowl  of  the  brow,  it 
wta  too  deeply  imbedded  for  you  to  percetru  its 
colour ;  nor  did  it  awaken  in  you  much  inclination 
to  look  on  it  more,  afier  haring  been  fint  of  all' 
met  by  the  repuUiveness  of  die  general  expression. 
Did  you  ever,  reader,  witness  a  rutlemake  ?  if  yoa  J 
erer  did,  you  will  have  remembered  the  leaden 
appearance  of  the  eiF~c,  looking  more  like  a  limp  of 
Tttnoni  distilled  into  tlte  tockci,  tluui  a  vital  lens 
nfleciing  d»e  light  of  day.  It  renders  thfi  reptile 
a  very  personification  of  vfi»uiii.  Ita  appcaranca 
alooe  tt  a  dose  of  hebenon — and  of  such  deadly 
buc  and  diaractcr  was  the  eye  of  the  sinuuir* 
looking  being  that  now  mcds  us,  where  be  pocei 
under  those  yew  boughs.  This  solitary  avcna« 
of  fimereal  stcnu.  intermixed  with  other  trees, 
fringed  a  walk  at  the  back  of  the  village,  and  ran 
along  an  ascent  which  had  in  view  tlie  hills  on 
one  side,  and  the  mcer  in  tlte  hoUow  below ; 
while  l>etwe>cn  tlteKe,  dw  Traveller's  Rest  and  the 
vill^e  spread  stn(^lingly  before  the  eye.  No 
H  spot  could  be  niore  lovely  dinn  the  village  of 
H     Buttermcre  seen  from   the  eminence  where  the 
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pcwon  before  us  was  now  pursuing  his  medita- 
tions. The  blue  sniokc  floating  upwards  through 
the  trees,  amidxt  whid)  the  cotlAgcs  were  at  once 
interspersed  and  nested — the  vilhigc  ct-liocs  too^ 
the  murmur  of  voices — the  din  of  itie  blacksmith's 
hammer,  or  wootlman's  axe — the  claniour  of  the 
merry  children — as  tliesc  sounds  came  borne  along 
CHI  the  breeze  that  blew  freshly  up  from  the  mtxTt 
all  those  rustic  scenes  and  voices  offered  a  Iri* 
bute  of  charm  to  the  eye  and  ear  [  But  few  were 
the  pleasurable  associations  that  cither  those  viU 
)agc  scenes  or  sounds  awakened  in  the  breast  of 
the  person  before  us  I  As  the  few  broken  and 
hasty  sentences  of  his  cogitations  Iretrully  cscapeil 
him,  tl)ey  ran  thus — "  Very  strange  I  should 
hare  not  yet  como  up  with  himl  —  I've  lieea 
lurking  about  Keswick  this  week  past  and  more, 
and  yet — no  signs  of  him  1  though  I  am  con&d«ni 
that  it  was  somewhere  in  that  direction  his  flight 
was  taken  1—1  have  miide  all  inquiries  as  to  who 
hfls  entered,  and  who  Uns  tjuitted  the  place ;  ai>d 
»o  one  could  I  hear  of  but  this  Ccdcmel  Kcnmore, 
whose  name  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  his  re- 
spectability !  TliU  geiuleinoii  h,  moreover,  al 
dame  Wetherhy's — and  tier  I  thould  be  cauiiou* 
not  to  offend  by  suggesting  suspicious  inquiries 
relative  to  any  one  under  a  roof  w>  respectable; 
besides,'' .  .  .  and  here  the  person  thus  cogitating 
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Started  at  tlw  soaod  of  »  rustling  now,  m  of  female 
ilrapery ;  while  be  suddenly  cainpcMe«l  bit  counte- 
nance, and  smoollied  away  the  &own  which  bwl 
eoiuracied  hi«  brow,  aa  he  said  in  a  subdued  and 
somewhat  fawning  tone,  wliilc  his  look  at  the  same 
time  bore  all  the  humility  and  assumed  sincerity 
imaginable'  ..."  Hnli !  b  it  the  good  Miss  Uow- 
biggen  (hat  I  Itavc  llie  pleasure  of  recognising  i* 
I  was  loU  in  tliow  medilaiioiu  which  no  man  who 
take*  on  himself  lo  give  countel  of  godliness  to 
others  should  forget  1 — namely,  to  commune  with 
his  own  Iwarl!  sift  his  own  actions  I  sihI  consider 
how  far  he  himself  is  '  worthy'  in  the  nglil  of 
Heaven  r 

And  hvre  be  uttered  a  sigh,  while  his  eyes 
glancctl  downwards  and  lookeil  usknncc,  render* 
tng  his  countenance  yet  more  revulting,  if  possibly 
ui>dcr  thi*  new  pliase  of  expression,  thitn  it  had 
been  when  disfigured  with  the  maligtt  frown  it 
wore  a  nwment  ago.  In  spite  of  the  meeknen 
that  the  drawn-down  comers  of  Uie  mouth  were 
uitcndnl  to  exhibit,  iliere  was  malice  lurking  in 
Uicm  ;  ju(t  as  in  tlie  pretended  slumber  of  Ok  tiger, 
whose  sBVagenes  is  only  watching  for  llie  moment 
when  it  may  best  spring  ujhhi  its  Tictim.  With 
respect  to  tlie  other  features  of  his  face,  thoagh 
we  can  add  nothing  iliat  con  render  it  more  for- 
bidding, as  regards  the  *inbter  and  malign  expres- 
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«on  of  the  countenance,  (in  spite  of  its  Pharisaical 
Teil  of  "  outward  rigliteomnes,")  w«  will  just  fill 
up  the  picture  by  saying  that  the  hatr  wos  a  light, 
*'  unwholesome"  red,  and  both  on  the  head  and 
in  the  whiskers  was  scant  and  jejune.  The  com- 
plexion of  the  face  was  livid,  and  marked  with  the 
small-pox;  tvhilc,  to  add  to  the  Kinislcr  cxprcssimi 
of  h'u  countciiuiice,  tliv  noEW  vas  soincwlmt  oil  one 
side,  and  the  lip  was  habitually  dnmn  up  nlher 
on  one  sitle,  or  both  lijis  were  distended  straight 
in  die  forced  smile  which,  diii.'i  varying  in  cluinic* 
ler,  «|K>ke  tl»e  same  hid<lon  purjiose  of  (be  iKart, 
that  loo  little  responded  to  the  assumed  guise  of 
llie  outward  feature. 

"  Good  Mr,  Quandish,"  for  such  in<lcctl  was 
th«  person  in  (juestion,  "  I  fe«r  I  have  iiittrrtipteil 
fOa  in  your  meditations,"  replied  Miis  IIuw- 
bi^en  to  the  salulalion  just  witnessed  of  ihe  toi- 
dittml  disscntuig  preacher.  "  Vou  liave  been  a 
stranger  in  Buitcrmcrc,  1  am  informed  by  Mrs. 
Wclhcrby,  for  this  \vcvk  iwist  and  more?" 

•■  'ITtere  ore  sheeji  to  be  looked  after  in  other 
places  brides  Ilutiermere,"  replied  this  pallcm  of 
probity,  willi  due  xauciimoniuusncti*.  "  The  few 
of  Tophtit  made  my  sinful  brethren  of  Keswick 
cry  aloud  fiii"  my  ghostly  aid.  I  felt  myself 
bound  in  all  duty  to  Itosten  to  dieir  aid.  Yea ! 
if  I  had  been  thrice  the  distanee,  I  sltould  liaTe 
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gone    Ibnii  unio   tliem,  to   light  tbc  good   fight 
agninst   tl»e  evil  One.  .  .  .     But  or  the  worth; 
wuiuw,  MUtres  Wetherby,  bow  toy  yout  docs  «he 
well  i" 

"  Ky,  docs  she  \  i^xccpl  ituit  1  could  glenn  tut 
intelligence  from  her  conccniinj;  tlic  nwrcmentB  of 
a  gentleman  I  have  a  singular  iltairc  to  Imih  some- 
thing  more  about." 

*■  >\liat  gentleman  ?  what  gentleman  ':**  Mked 
Qu.indish,  fi^rgctting  for  t)>fi  mumcnl  his  solemn 
and  »low  manner,  in  the  oagem«s*  be  felt  to  catch 
at  any  infonnalion  he  miglit  [loaublj  gain  omicrrn- 
ing  tlie  topic  which  we  not  long  ago  witnessed  as 
engrossing  his  thoughts. 

'*  Oh  .'  it  was  merely  that  as  a  strai^^  of  d!^ 
tinction  has  coiite  into  the  neighbourhood,  we 
wislied  lo  slicw  him  all  boBpitnliiy,  which,  how- 
ever,  he  as  diligently  rcpcU,  excusing  himself  as 
busy  at  one  time,  ill  nt  another,  and  unceriuin  in 
his  moTcments  at  all  limes,— umph  .'— I'cry  itrange, 
is  it  not?" 

"  And  who  is  be  ?  who  is  this?  Verily,  it  <lotli 
at  first  sight  appear  strange." 

"  A  distinguisbn)  person, — you  bare  of  coune 
bean)  his  name,  Colonel  Rcnmore." 

"  Yes,  1  have  lieani  his  name.     He  b  a  scion  of 
a  noble  house,  and  one  of  our  l^islators,  so  snyeili 
Mrs.   Wetherby,  — if    be    of   a    truth,"    addetl 
I  3 
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Quamlbh  to  himself,  "be  indeed  t)>e  person  he 
describes  himself  as  being."  And  here  a  gleam  of 
satisfiicdon  played  over  hts  countenance,  as  a 
thought  arose  thnt  the  person  wc  have  above  heani 
him  exprvM  lie  wait  looking  for  might  possibly  be 
nearer  than  he  at  first  imagiHed. 

"  He  is  in  Ituttertnere  still?"  tttked  Mi«  How- 
biggen>  with  an  inquiring  air ;  for  though  she  bad 
learned  tlib  piece  of  intelligence,  she  pretended 
ignorance  of  it  by  vray  of  eliciting  further  informa- 
tion if  possible. 

"  I  know  iivt  his  morements,  nor  tliosc  of  any 
man  f"  (replied  Quaiulish,)  •'  not  I  !  I  meddle  not 
in  other  men's  concerns.  Nay,  wJc  not  mc,  good 
lady ;  I  ki>ow  not  truly.  .  .  .  but,"  he  added  to 
himself,  "  I  will  not  be  long  before  I  do  know.  U 
it  possible  that  I  should  actually  have  gone  away 
to  Keswick  irom  the  spot  where  the  tox  had  taken 
coTCr  ?     Umph !  it  can  hardly  be  so." 

"  You  seem  wrapped  in  some  anxious  consid«r»- 
lion,  Mr.  Qtuuidish,"  observed  Miss  llowbiggm; 
■<  no  doubt  you  are  struck  wIili  the  singularity  uf 
tile  circumstance  1  have  mentioned,  ihat  there 
should  have  been  any  gentleman  in  the  neighbour- 
hood who  should  think  proper  to  live  to  much  to 
himself." 

"  Oh  no  I  not  at  all,  nuidam — this  was  not  the 
subject  on  which  my  tiioughu  were  occupied.     I 
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was  ramiaaiing  on  worthier  and  more  imporumi 
ooondenilions  than  this  eusnger.  Alas,  uIm  I  h 
was,  liow  many  were  xtrangen  to  ihe  works  of 
^race  and  goodness,  which  I  would  feign  in  my 
humble  fimction  ui^  them  to  turn  onto.  .  .  ." 

Dul  here  Miss  Howb^gcn  began  to  be  a  liule 
impatient  sgam,  finding  that  the  preacher,  ibe 
^  good  man,"  ran  away  from  lite  topic  that  inter- 
ested her,  to  those  wbtdi  (as  ahe  supposed)  i»- 
terastcd  himself.  She  could  not  blame  him ;  he 
only  acted  with  the  same  spirit  of  scltloTe  with 
which  all  hutnonkim)  uct,— witlt  iIk  total  inability 
for  ever  exemplified  of  placing  oursdves  in  Oie 
situaUon  of  otlicrs,  and  viewing  things  in  the  same 
light  or  tlirottgh  i)ie  sitmc  mcdiuni  with  ihem> 
I'erbaps  it  was  the  "  worthy  Qnandlsh's "  object 
to  get  rid  of  the  eqnally  "  worthy  "  spinster,  know- 
ing bow  little  alile  l^r  characteristic  impatience 
would  be  to  bear  up  against  a  bntlcry  of  sickly 
sanctimony.  If  such  were  indeed  the  case,  this  pre- 
tended pattern  of  godliness  fullvachicved  his  dc«ign, 
and  proceeded  running  on  in  the  sam«  piniu  straui, 
hiseyes  the  while  fixed  pcrlinackiuslyon  the  ground, 
till  he  found  at  length  tlw  ooast  clear,  and  himself 
rid  of  Uie  incumbrance  (sa  he  felt  it  at  present)  of 
the  inquisitive  spinster's  company.  He  even  pre- 
tended to  be  too  much  absorbul  to  take  tMtioe 
of   the   thrice  repeated,  "  Good    rooming,    Mr. 
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QuandUh,"  which  she  cjnculnlcfl  as  she  took 
lc«ve.  He  did  rtglitlyi  since  with  tnikativc  persons 
llio  least  wurd  uttered  is  a  hiit^  W  ihcni  to  liang  an 
hour's coiivortiitiuit  iipoii)  niul  ufleii  nt  the  timv  when 
it  is  ittost  ii'kMiRie  to  uibinil  to  it.  He  was  scarcely 
by  htmNvll'  tlinn  he  exclaimetl,  "  Is  it  pUKtbie  that 
this  name,  '  Colonel  Ilennioret '  nftvr  ull,  is  but 
anotlier  courtly  style  to  disguise  our  fugitive?  fur 
□one   but  distinguished  names  suit   this  ticcom- 

,  pitshed  felon.  Ha  ?  hn  I  my  friend,  liuve  I  been 
beating  ibr  you  cloec  round  the  burrow,  but  hare 
not  unearthed  you  yet?  .  .  .  What  I  you  have  left 
off  your  late  name  of  Manners,  Uopc,  &c.  ?  .  .  .  . 
To  think  t  should  liuve  turned  bock  to  Keswick  at 
the  very  tiinc,  the  very  next  day,  to  look  for  the 
fugitive  Manncni,  us  I  thuuglit  lie  yet  called  hini> 
self,  wltom  I  iniagintx)  to  be  tliirrc,  while  he  was  in 
this  ver^-  spot  under  a.  new  nam  de  guem,  us  the 
French  Imve  it-  So,  gnllnnt  Colonel,  it  it  thus  you 
have  ■  stolen  H  nmrch '  on  me;  but  we  khal)  won 
come  up  with  you,"  he  continued,  as  lie  pushed 
his  hat  resolutely  down  on  his  brow,  and  iHitioned 
hii  outer  vc-&tmcnt  tighter  across  hb  chest,  with  the 
air  of  one  who  braces  himself  up  to  some  feat  of 

I  strength  or  lubour.  ..."  Yet,"  be  added,  "  after 
all  1  niuy  be  mistaken,  this  person  may  really  be 
the  Cdoiwl  Keiimore  thnl  he  describes  himself  a> 
being, — a  well-known  and  distinguished  member 
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of  society.  No  tnaUcr,  no  Itnte  sha]l  be  loM  (n 
cxpluiniog  Miw  Howbiggen'*  'tnyitcry,'  uid  my 
owti."  So  saving,  he  strode  away  in  iIm;  direction 
of  the  Traveller's  ltc&t(  his  miod  outstrippiug  His 
step  ia  m  eogcrucss  to  be  ut  tli«  spot.  And  u  th« 
varied  thoughts  of  triumpb  al  one  iDoroenI,  and 
doubt  at  onotlicr,  fow  in  ,hi>  miiiil,  his  lip  was, 
TioR',  curicd  in  a  »cornrtil  and  Klf-complacent  smile, 
and,  now,  succeeded  by  the  mmc  frown  of  impa- 
tience and  malice  which  distorted  hi*  feuturt^  on 
our  first  meeting  bim. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


"  Thougii  tU«  »eu  thr«at«n.  ihey  u«  nurdfal." 

TlM^XfT. 

"Thi  game  it  done  I  Pve  won,  IVe  n«n  1' 
Qiwth  Sh«." 

CounrnoB't  Axciknt  KUribbii. 


QuANDisii  wiu  not  i)»e  odIv  one  ofour  "  dramatis 
penonac"  wlio  wns  now  making  ha  way  for  ibe 
riUage  hostelrie.  Honest  Jock,  the  carrier,  who 
has  been  witnessed  not  long  ago  as  leaving  Mist 
Howbiggcn  so  dissatisGcil  witli  i»»  answers,  was 
also  plodding  in  that  direction,  having  \eh  liU 
fiLrdi'l  at  the  spot  where  lie  had  to  take  it.  He  was 
making  hb  way  hy  lh«  mver  bank,  wltcn  a  loud 
clamour  of  voices  arose  from  a  crowd  of  villagers, 
reiterating  the  words,  "  Here  he  is !  let  us  follow 
him  !  here  he  is  I" 

niiilc  Jock  was  yet  looking  round  towards  the 
crowd  to  discern  the  cause  of  the  clamour,  be  was 
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hastily  accosted  hf  a  p«non  with  nu  nngle-rod  in 
bis  baod,  who  askeil  him  in  a  hurried  and  uuxiun* 
accent — 

"  Who  is  it  those  people  are  callnig  after  F  whom 
are  they  fullowing?" 

"  WTiy,  your  honour,  an*vrerpd  Jock,  doggedly, 
"  it  is  one  wltom  you  wont  canly  forget  when 
you've  once  seen  hiro." 

*'  Very  powiWy,"  was  the  reply,  "  but  that  con- 
veys little  information  to  me  as  to  who  he  is." 

"  Why,  it  is  one,"  replied  our  Touchstone,  in 
his  mual  style  of  evasive  waggery,  "  that  I  had 
rather  meet  with  a  crowd  about  him  than  alone." 

"  Well,  well,  I  liave  no  doubt  you  are  very  well 
acquainted  witli  him  and  his  character,  my  good 
fellow,  but  not  ao  myself;  thereRirc,  withoat  more 
riddles  on  the  matter,  kt  me  hear." 

"  Wlij,  wIki  should  it  be,  then,"  esctoinied 
Jock,  yielding  at  length  to  tlw  tone  of  quiet  com- 
mand in  which  '*  the  gcntlcimui  with  the  angle" 
addressed  these  lust  words  to  liim, — "  who  sliould  it 
be  but  old  Mike." 

"Old  Mike  is  it,  indeed,  ay  ?  I  don't  wonder 
at  his  having  such  a  crowd  collected  round  him, 
since  1  understand  his  adrentures  are  so  eagerly 
listnied  to." 

■*  Ay,  that  they  be,  Sir ;  and  if  I  had  a  sixpvnce 
to  spend  at  dame  Wetlwrby's  tap,"  procecdetl  the 
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waggish  clown,  "  why,  I  would  e'en  follow  the  resc 
oil  'em  nfter  the  old  nmii  up  to  the  inn, — Ibr  it  is 
thcro  they  arc  all  going,  1  ttx."  And  here  Jock 
appeared  to  be  very  busiljr  senrching  in  lits  pockets 
for  the  desired  "  tester,"  but  with  poor  success. 
He  wan,  however,  relieved  hy  the  henlgn  manner 
in  which  his  hint  was  lakcn,  at>  Ucnniorc,  for  it 
was  himself,  replied— 

"  The  want  of  u  Bixpeiice  rfudl  not  deter  you 
from  ^>ing,  my  good  friend ;  here  !"  so  saying;  lie 
extended  to  Jock  the  de^red  largess  which  was  to 
enable  the  clown  to  drink  Iiis  health;  and  Jock 
having  now  ■'inndchisIcg,''And  plo<liled  olf  tojoin 
tlic  rest  of  the  crew,  Henmore  was  left  to  himself. 

"  Bless  me  1"  he  exclaimed,  "  I  could  not  Iiclp 
Oiinking  it  was  myself  they  might  possibly  be 
deuouncing,  when  tliey  clamoured  out  'here  he 
Ul' ■  •  •  And  so,"  he  continued,  "ilts  old  Mike. 
Unlike  this  poor  clown  who  would  dread  to  meet 
the  village  wizard  alone,  I  wish  to  do  so,  and 
leiim  all  that  hU  second  sight,  or  rather  hix  calcu- 
lations on  the  future,  founded  on  his  knowledge  of 
tl»e  pa»l,  have  to  impart  to  mc.  ■  .  1  will  by-u»d*by, 
when  the  sliiulows  have  a  little  deepened,  proceed  to 
the  inn.  Perhaps  the  crowd  will  have  dispersed  by 
that  time.  It  b  safer  to  keep  uloof  u  little  while 
longer."  So  saying,  he  retraced  his  steps  along  llie 
meer  bank   with  his  angle>rod  In  hts  band,  th« 
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iat  of  (uliinjf  bvitig  one  of  liuxsc  pretences  lie 
WBS  obliged  lo  as&ume  before  dame  Wctla-rbv,  ami 
Iter  few  rude  retainers  at  tlic  inii,  aa  nppcanoces 
of  the  nianacr  in  which  liis  time  was  post.  Leaving 
him,  then,  pursuing  his  way  under  the  clifT  brows 
tluu  ovcrditulowvd  (lie  mecr,  vre  will  return  to  the 
TravellcT**  Kest,  in  ortk-r  to  join  Quiuidixh  ugain, 
whom  we  now  Qnii  seated  at  Mrs.  Wclherbj^'fi  tea* 
labtc)  but  iMXompanjing  her  more  sober  cups  with 
the  stTX>ngcr  libation  of  brandy  infused  in  th«  water 
instead  of  tea*  In  fnct,  "  tea-lotalism"  would  hare 
been  at  a  diicuunt  wiili  our  preacher  Itad  tie  hvedat 
the  prneni  day  ;  but,  Ivowever,  since  "  to  the  pure 
all  lliingx  arc  pure,"  the  strength  of  lite  godly 
Mr.  Quandish'a  potation  had  an  innocent  charac- 
lerisltc  about  it,  which  Ukh:  was  no  questioning. 
In  fact,  Impiety  wore  a  more  licightcned  feature  in 
the  estimation  of  Mnt.  Weiltciby  when  be  spoke  of 
"  fortifying  titc  fvail  tenement,"  witli  other  such 
xanciinmnious  jargon ;  and  she  wouUI  remark  with 
pious  cxincern,  "  that,  doubtless,  too  much  labour  in 
the  good  fight"  liad  much  worn  him  down.  Thua 
rcligiuo4y,  then,  did  litis  respectable  pair  bctalce 
them,  tlic  one  to  a  ponderous  old-fasliioncd  turn- 
blcr  of  the  aborc-mvntioncd  spiritual  beverage,  tlie 
other  to  a  sinidl  china  cup,  also  of  the  taste  of  tlie 
old  day,  filled  witli  the  le&s  ardent  infusion  of 
lioltea. 
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Tlic  preacher  iras,  ns  mny  be  imagined,  all 
SDxiutv  to  proceed  with  his  inquiries  rdatlve  to  th« 
object  of  his  recently  awakened  xuspicion ;  but,  as 
was  his  ciisintn,  he  Ursl  of  nil  iiHiuirctl,  with  due 
derotion,  after  ihe  "ixmc  of  Slmron,"  ns  he  used 
to  term  bis  hoittets'j  lovely  daiij^iter. 

"  She  should  now  he  almost  bringing  her  kine  in 
to  iheir  milking,"  replied  dame  Wetberhy  ;  "  hut 
you  speak  too  kindly  of  her,  Mr.  Quandish,  too 
kindly  of  her,  considering  how  she  has  ropuUetl 
you.  Call  her  rnthcr  a  '  tare  of  the  field'  tlian  n 
roscof  Sharon,  or  of  any  other  place,  as  long  ns  she 
is  one  of  Uic  stiff-necked  and  rebellious  genc- 
rstion." 

" '  Good  for  evil,  good  for  evil,'  would  I  ever 
return,  Mrs.  Welherby,"  (ejaculated  the  preacher, 
^ghing  forth  the  most  sanctimonious  nasal  dole,) — 
"good  for  evil  b  ever  my  return;  but  let  us  ad- 
dress ourselves  lo  talk  on  more  indifTcrent  subjects, 
for  this  one  doth  too  much  move  me;  .  ,  .  and  let 
mc  inquire,  then,"  he  continued,  after  a  moment's 
pause,  "  how  fares  the  gallant  gentleman  whom  I 
undersiiind  to  be  under  your  roof:  much  occupied, 
I  presume? — or,i>eradvenlHre,butavalt:tudinarian; 
since  I  am  infonm-d  he  i*  much  sought  afier  by 
the  gentry  around,  and  yet  will  not  go  forth  from 
his  lolitude  to  meet  them;  perdionce  be  is  even 
now  withtu  your  doors,  and  .  .  .  ." 
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B«l  his  words  were  bere  suddenly  cut  shori  by 
that  same  clamour  of  voices  olruuly  mentioned  ■■ 
exctaitniog,  "  Here  be  b !  let  lu  follow  I  let  ni 
follow  hrm !"  Tliis  occasioned  both  QtiBt)dish 
aod  lite  landlntlj  to  look  out  at  lite  entrance  [)urcli, 
wl»en  ihey  ww  n  number  of  village  cbildren  antl 
peasnnu,  both  iiteii  and  women,  thronging  round  an 
old  man  who  s<>entc«l  lo  be  approaching  the  little 
bostelrie.  Tlie  siun«  scene  presented  itself  to  ilieni 
as  lliat  whldi  llenmore  tnd  honest  Jock  saw  rrom 
the  in««r  bonk. 

"  It  is  old  Mike,"  said  Mr<t.  Wcilierby,  rciiog- 
niiiiig  him  by  bis  silvery  locks  and  wetrd  nspi-ct. 
"  Tltc  children  can  nerer  see  him  or  let  him  posa 
without  bq^ing  a  '  Mory'  of  him." 

"  It  is  old  Mike,  is  it  r  replied  Qirandlsli. 
shrinking  Imck  at  the  information,  as  hia  Up  qui- 
rercd,  and  tits  countenance  momentardy  assumed 
a  more  deadly  paleness,  as  tlwugh  he  had  some 
latent  ren»>n  for  dreading  the  recognition  of  tlie 
weinl  mariner,  though  what  this  might  be  we  are 
IS  yet  unable  to  divine.  "  It  is  M  Mike,  is  it? 
Strange  that  tlic  children  idiould  not  be  afraid  of 
such  a  wizard- kraking  old  being  aa  he  is,  since 
older  persons  than  themselves  are  T'  ...  he  moi- 
tered,  eyeing  tl>c  wTird  mariner  askance,  and  with 
an  aspect  as  little  auureil  as  it  was  either  friendly 
or  pleased,  whU«  now  tlie  old  man  approached  the 
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porch.  In  fact,  he  liad,  after  liis  imen-kw  wiili 
Miss  Ilowbiggim  in  a  prt-ccding  cltoplcr,  proceeded 
on  his  way  lo  tlic  TrnvcUcr's  Rcsl. 

»'  Oh  !  Le  is  d  mighty  favouriiv  unionist  the  chil- 
dren," replied  diimij  \\'i;therl>y.  "  1  know  not 
how  othtTt  iii:iy  like  him,  though  I  fancy  all  con- 
sider ii  liestio  keep  well  wiih  him.  Some  say  be  i» 
hair  a  wizard,  or  miu] :  be  ihls  as  it  may,  he  has  seen 
a  deal  of  the  world,  and  a  marvellous  number  of 
strange  sights,  Mr.  Qtinndish ;  and  woe  betide  the 
man  wbu  b  his  enemy,  or  who  provokes  hts  dis- 
[rfeitturi; !" 

"  Indeed  !"  replied  Quandisli,  in  a  lone  of  half 
surprise,  more  pretended  than  real,  and  half  appre- 
hension. "  Ay  I  no  doubt  it  b  so.  I  have  heMxl 
Ik  is  not  a  common  sort  of  character  to  dcul  with. 
But  here  he  is  in  the  porch,  (bUowed  by  the  whole 
vEllage  troop  at  his  bi-els.  Wrily,  all  iho  heathen 
are  bunting  in  upon  us.  No  Miiliiuiittkli  dancing- 
girl  «vi:-r  collccteil  a  more  {Mrofaiie  or  nuuieroiu 
crowd  around  her  than  ibis  village  wiziird." 

Though  these  words  were  muttered  in  a  low'. 
growl  by  the  surly  and  secretly  alarmed  hypocrite, 
(liey  were  not  allogedier  so  inaudible  as  not  to 
reach  the  (]uiek  ears  of  old  Mike,  wtm  had  by  this 
time  seated  himself  on  one  of  tl>e  side  bcndies  or 
"  settles"  within  the  porch. 

"  I'rofane  call  you  the  poor  things,"    be  re- 
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toned,  <*  wlio  bare  foUownl  the  oJd  man  to  hear 
A  smsll  bit  of  his  penlotu  story.  There  majr  be 
those  wbo  wcttr  a  garb  of  sanctity  ihnt  jet  may 
conceal  a  heart  more  (mack  more)  prolane  tliaa 
aoy  here."  And  as  be  said  these  wordK,  he  looked 
witli  a  rc^rd  of  scoru  and  reprobtuion  on  tlic 
hypocrite,  us  the  latter  skulked  back  to  ilie  side 
room  from  which  Iw  had  emerged,  witlnl rawing  hi* 
eyes  at  Uie  same  time  from  llic  keen  and  confound- 
iog  glance  of  tlic  "  wirird  man.'*  *'  Carses  on  this 
■nterrupttun,"  said  the  hypocrite  to  himself  as  he 
ground  hU  teeth;  "  jiut  as  I  had  introdoced  the 
subject  of  this  Renmore  to  lla-  foulisli  woman  beret 
io  ordfi-  to  arrive  at  such  confirmation  of  my  sus- 
picions as  1  fancied  site  could  afford  nic,  when  in 
comes  ibis  inaospieioui  tnnrincr,  or  wizard,  or  what- 
ever he  is.  His  presence  \»  dangerous  to  me,  so 
I  will  aw«y  at  once,  and  seek  another  opportunity 
of  coming  ncmss  this  locpecied  *  Colonel.'  " 

So  saying,  Qwindtsh  Mole  away  from  the  Tra- 
reller'ii  Rest  as  furtively,  and  scarcely  less  expe- 
ditiouxly  than  lie  came,  cursing  llic  interruption  of 
old  Mike  again  and  again  in  his  heart. 

Meantime,  the  crowd  of  villagers  and  children 
had  Ijwieged  the  porch,  nothing  abating  of  dwir 
good-bumourcd  clamours  for  "  a  «ory"  from  old 
.Mike. 

"  Wait  a  Inl !  wail  a  bit  I  ye  little  noisy  one*," 
said  the  old  man  as  be  took  a  little  llaxen-haired 
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urcliiii  on  \m  kticCf  and  snioollied  down  his  gUnsy 
hairs  ttliich  llie  wind  had  blown  about  in  all 
dircclionx.  "  Wont  ye  let  an  old  man  take  lireath 
awhile,  after  hunting  him  for  a  quarter  of  an  Itour's 
good  walk  ?     Wait  a  bit,  yo  little  ray:ucs!" 

The  landlady  here  came  into  the  porcfaway, 
greeting  ilie  old  man  as  §he  administered  lo  him 
a  can  of  her  best  ate,  being  glad  on  all  occasions 
to  conciliate  him,  and  regarding  liim  with  the  same 
Mperstilious  awe  with  which  he  was  oontcmplalcd 
by  the  whole  nxlc  popitlncc  round. 

"  Yuti  have  vmlknl  far,  frictid  Mike,  and  I  am 
glad  you  have  cltown  a  iicat  at  tlte  Traveller's  Ucst 
a)  your  *'  resting"  place  too.  Stand  away,  chil> 
dren !  stand  away  I  and  don't  crowd  so  into  the 
porch." 

**  Thank  ye,  dame;  thank  ye,"  repliinl  Mike  ok 
he  raised  tlte  can  to  his  lips.  "  Here's  succca  to 
the  Traveller's  Rest ;  and  after  a  weary  voy^c, 
a  wanderer  o%cr  the  world  could  nol  wiiih  for  a 
more  snug  haven  tlian  l!ic  inside  of  its  threshold ; 
but  don't  drive  ilie  poor  things  away;  1  like  to 
sec  llicm— 1  owe  my  life  to  a  child,"  he  mtMeA, 
wiili  one  of  those  looks  fraught  with  mystery  and 
meaning  that  was  usually  the  foreninner  of  one  of 
those  *'  wondrous  reciudt"  that  had  made  hhn  an 
object  of  curiosity  throu^tiuut  tire  ndghbourl>ood, 
and  won  him  tire  reputation  ofa  wtxard. 

"  Owe  your  life  to  a  child  ?"  cried  four  or  five 
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voices  M  an€  and  ilte  tame  moment,  fts  (he  pcannis 
from  wliom  ibey  proceeded  took  ibcir  pipet  froni 
their  mouths,  left  ibeir  cans  on  the  table,  ant) 
nmhetl  Irom  the  tap-Foom  close  by  iImi  entrance  to 
the  pordmay,  juiiiiiig  ilicir  acclnimilion  to  thnt 
of  tlie  children  who  wen  now  more  loudly  than 
ever  crying  out  for  tlie  expected  story. 

The  old  man  sat  for  a  few  monrcnts  as  if  wrapped 
in  deep  coniemplalion,  hi«  cup  still  held  in  his 
hand  and  wiilidrawo  from  bia  lips,  as  if  taken 
away  in  tlie  act  to  speak.  To  look  at  ll»c  coun- 
tenances of  the  rude  group,  betokening  mingled 
fiear,  marrd)  and  expectation  at  what  should  fall 
from  the  charmed  lip  of  the  weird  mariner,  was  a 
study  for  a  painter ;  and  if  amongst  ihv  rest  of  tlie 
group,  Quandish  had  rcmnined  vkulking  in  the 
background  with  his  coarsv  and  pallid  fiAtures,  lit 
up  by  the  slant  gleam  of  light  that  &liot  from  the 
porchway  into  tl>c  pnssnf;c,  tlie  picture  would  have 
been  complete ;  but  he  was  gone. 

TIte  gszc,  meantime,  of  innocent  and  inbntine 
wonder  that  eharaclerized  the  children  was  in- 
terestingly contrasted  with  tlic  look  of  minglctl 
sofTOw  and  tlic  deep  meaning  of  pabful  experience 
that  marked  tlic  Turrowed  brow  of  the  village 
wixard.  Tlib  contrast  of  expression  was  yet  more 
strong  and  markeil  than  even  was  afforded  by 
that  of  feature*— by  the  bright  glancing  eyes  Unt 
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directed  on  ihc  old  man,  and  then  on  one  nnoUier,  of 
tlie  youthful  group  ; — by  their  flowing  curls  too  aud 
glossy  golden  locks, — in  oppoisilion  to  the  sunken 
eyt,  the  weird  »nd  hsggard  look,  and  silvery  hairs 
of  live  aged  scamnn.  The  older  peasants,  too,  of 
both  sexes  throngnl  luvund  him  itot  lesd  anxiously 
than  the  chiUlren.     At  length  Ik  broke  silence — 

.  ..."  It  was  a  fearful  and  a  weary  way,  and 
the  ship  drifted,  day  after  day,  before  n  keen  wind, 
and  amidst  lloating  masses  of  ice,  while  famine  and 
tbo  numbing  polar  chill  renilered  every  brow  livid, 
and  cAKt  ils  feller  on  every  limb.  Vet  still  that 
woman  .  .  .  methinks  I  see  her  now  .  .  .  tliat 
Egj-ptLin  woman  laughed  as  she  claspeil  the  child 
she  held  to  her  bosom.  .  .  . 

"  The  snn  waned  hbod-i'cd  through  the  gloom, 
and  fainting  forms  were  gasping  around  Iiei-  on  the 
deck — but  still  slie  laughed — the  maniac  thing! 
She  laughed,  and  strained  that  child  to  lier  heart, 
as  if  she  held  a  «craph>bir(li  in  her  arms,  and 
with  it  a  laltsman  of  safety,  and  a  guardian  from 
peril.  .  .  . 

"  Life  was  just  sustained  in  ihc  crew ;  tlie  limited 
and  «csnt  pittance  allotted  to  us  was  every  dajr 
being  reduced ;  t)>c  drlAing  ice-mosses  no  longer ' 
affordal  the  vessel  n  passage,  —  I  »it  gtoomily 
awaiting  deatli,  as  the  terrible  peaks  of  ice  rose 
overtopping  her,  and  straining  against  her  dm- 
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bera,  tin  Uiey  crack«l  vitd  ffrojuicd  Utrougli  tuvty 
phuik.  .  .  .  Yet  it  w»  uuulncM  to  turn  lo  ibst 
wonoU),  aad  nuirk  )»cr  jo}-,  her  imuratice  uf  laStV} 
'm  ihc  nitdst  or  pert)  w  Inrfa),  utcl  in  night  of 
death  so  imminenu  .  .  . 

•'  Her  wild  dark  eye  lighlcnrd  in  a  Kortoffren- 
»j«d  exultation,  w>  one  winild  rcproacfa  ber  with 
tnildnew — anoilier  vxpran  tliat  deaiti  wm  nt  lutnd 
— fttiotltef  feebly  ask,  in  ber  lieariiif*,  lor  ihv  food 
lie  wu  [leristiing  for  ihe  want  of, — it  wm  nind- 
ncss,  I  m\;  t»  hear  ber  wild  laugb,  and  view  ber 
terrible  fflcir,  lu  vlw  watcli«d  wiih  wui,  ypi  triiitnph- 
ing  iupccL  tbc  iljutgtT«  ihnl  Mirrotindcd  in,  oiid  tu 
id)  us  yet  to  be  orgoo<l  Itean,  and  droop  not! 

•'  I  know  not  Imw  tl  wan,  I  lookvd  at  ber  lu  a 
superior  bcirif^,  nnd  drew  cooifurt  Xmta  ber  wordit 
involunlarily,  t))oti};b  my  bopei  doi-cd  nut  truM  in 
their  fulfiltneiit.  I  gaiud  on  ber  nod  on  ibdM 
rdcntlcu  niaur*  tluii  Iteninied  us  in,  aiid  me- 
naced u»  wiili  n  grave,  where  llie  ice  uf  dcntb  waa 
not  non  obdurate  (ot  least,  I  couki  «:arcvly  deem 
•0  in  my  pain)  iban  lliat  »ce-chill  which  already 
inflicted  on  us  llie  pain  of  a  living  dcaih,  wIhim 
terrors  were  otdy  beigblimcd  by  the  prospect  of 
an  impetHlin';  dL-nlli-daum. 

"  I  sate  wnlcliiiig  tin  mMfcs  und  th«  frore  and 
duziliu^  white  mist  tluit  played  over  them,  and 
amasud  mc  with  llw  rainbow  colours  tiiai  til  up  a 
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vast  wvb  oTspk-iiJour  over  iIkisc  icy  va\U  of  ihc  over- 
liuligiDg  cmgs,  OS  ihf!  sun  sIrL-iiim-d  ovvr  llitm,  (ind 
I  forgot,  whilv  gazing  on  ihc  miritclv  of  llwir  beauty 
atiil  niflgtiiiiccnci-,  liic  terrur  lluil  tti«y  invitiK.~ctl. . , . 
While  I  gazc<l,  u  <:ni.'(li,  as  tliougli  ll>c  m>iui(1  of 
some  mighty  engine,  sIkwIc  liie  sh)|>  to  tivr  inmost 
liol<),  ant)  I'oused  nic  front  my  dream  to  the  sen^tion 
nf  fear,  which  I,  in  unison  with  uU  my  canii-ades, 
non-  felt,  being  under  the  impression  that  at  length 
our  doom  wns  Arrived— that  nt  lenglti  our  boric 
had  foundered.  Hut  blessed  be  Hcnveti ...  it  mu 
not  H> !  And  while  the  edio  of  thai  cra<>li  died 
sullenly  nway,  n-e  liCAi-d  tiie  maniac  laugh  of  that 
Egyptian  dtrilly  tell  forth  ic«  joy,  and  its  triumph 
too,  over  our  fears,  as  the  ntighty  icc-mius  ecemed 
to  stalk,  AS  it  n-ere,  pokt  us,  aiid  float  mnjeslirally 
oti,  while  our  »liip,  like  a  cour»ei-  discnguj^l  from 
the  tighter  rein  tltat  has  curbed  liiro,  bore  gallantly 
forward,  and  hehl  her  way  through  the  loosened 
masxs  of  ice,  as  if  steered  by  tome  uoseen  and 
divine  hand— as  if  wafted  by  some  mystic  and 
sfHritual  «geticy — till  once  tnore  tiiti  bounded  un- 
impriwned  oiiil  uiietrctiinscribe<)  over  tli«  lre«  and 
mighty  expanse  of  llie  uceoji  deep ! 

"  W'c  fuuked  on  that  woman  as  sooieihing  of 
fatal,  blessedly  fatal,  and  charmed  birth  !  'Iliere 
were  M>ine  of  the  gaxers  that  could  have  wor&ltipped 
her,  while  all  crowded  round  Iter  (as  you  do  now 
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rounil  ttiL-)  to  know,  whence  Bfa«  luid  drawn  tlw 
higb  hope  whicli  Usui  bven  m>  siratigvly  veriliul  ?— 
wlwnco  it  Witt  ilial  die  drew  llic  auspices  Uint 
cbeorcd  her  to  laugh  in  iritimph,  while  every  heart 
bcfiith:  sunk  tn  its  fvur — a  frar  which  wns  u 
mockcfT  Id  hrr  uiicnrttily  attd  >mmgv  invrrimcni ! 
**  She  hittti  up  ilie  rliild  to  lis,  which  IiimI  ilrawn 
lunshmriit  from  ber  brumt.  '  'l*here  a  a  mark 
iin  liruw — ye  nay  see  iioi — but  1  see  t . . .  'lln-rc 
»  a  sigii  Ml  hii  Ibrcbead,  iuBcribed  by  n  Imnil 
itRi««a,  thai  ye  may  inierpr^rt  not.  but  which  I 
dmne  I  .  .  .  Were  your  bnrk  to  shiver  u>  frag- 
mentft  on  the  blind  rock  ! — were  the  ragv  of  llie 
tJemeni*  lo  battle  for  its  dcslntction,  (sea  with  iJcy, 
wind  with  wav<>,  conlciKling  I)  yet  they  should  Dot 
pKvoi)  1  Where  llit»  infant  bead  reposes  over 
[his  wikJ,  Tnr  billow,  xafl-ty  f(>r  you  rvat*  I  li  may 
toy  iu  head  amid  lite  dixtnicuon  of  lhi>  wntwy 
roar  gently  as  on  (he  (Mlkiw  of  this  breitct,  for 
harm  nor  wreck  can  reach  ii  here  I  .  .  .  Dan- 
ger nmy  one  day  hem  its  path.  I  see  through 
lh«  dim  ruin  of  years  bitter  triala  for  which 
deitiny  shall  cruelly  preserve  ilt  ['"car  not! 
ic  wttik  of  ocean  is  a  sale  path  to  il,  ami  to 
you !  that  dretmy,  even  now,  carries  on  its  un- 
mtcnblc  and  tearful  work  !  I^ooking  >lill  tn  the 
future.  picrcinjT  the  gloom  impcrvioux  to  mortal  eye, 
h  regards  tlit»  infoni  bend— il  tihiehts  it  witli  fearful 
K  2 
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care,  tbe  carv  of  a  parent — and  all  tlrat  more  new 
it !  It  extends  orcr  it  that  *'  cruer  prescf Tatioo 
even  ihiw  !  Ask  not  why  1  say  "  cruel" — il  » 
enough  for  ihc  to  know — it  will  be  «tK>ngb  for 
this  future  suttbrcr  ii>  kiiow !  Vc  cannot  coU  il 
w,  for  ye  ere  siLf« ;  niul  no  mortal  ttt.'vrsmati  led 
ye  out  of  t)ie  horror  niid  the  bondi  of  ihuM  icy 
inoumiih,  and  ititiitched  death  from  yoiir  ii«)m.' 

"  ^^  t^  gazed  on  her  in  »ienl  astonishment,  and 
eyed  the  infant  with  a  niixtni'C  of  fear  antl  curiosity 
that  iletermiucd  inc  never  to  lose  aigtii  of  it,  in 
order  to  witness  whether  the  Egyptian's  »-onls 
should  be  brougtit  to  pnsK  through  time.  I  scarce 
had  the  power  to  withdraw  niy  gaae  from  the  child, 
for  a  secret  prcscnlimcnt  told  nic"  .  ,  .  ami  Iktc 
the  okl  man  inwiuntnrily  Murtcd  us  Kenniorc's 
form  pi'eseiited  ilM-Jf  in  tltc  pa-ssagc  leading  from 
tlie  back  of  the  Iratite,  by  which  wny  he  luul 
entered.  Fortuiutte  for  him  had  been  lii&  delay,  o» 
lar  a»  uvoldiiig  Quundish's  scrutiny,  ^mttoldenod, 
M  Icingth,  by  llio  growing  ^todowii,  he  hail  retraced 
his  v.ay  lo  the  liwadrie,  and  on  his  eniranee,  hear- 
ing what  wns  going  on,  Iw  had  utoltn  forwaid  to 
Ititen.  From  hit  superior  twight  he  was  oble  to 
look  over  llic  h<-a(U  of  tl>e  wliulv  pi-asimt  herd  that 
tliroi^ed  both  lh«  interior  of  (hi;  p»uagB  near  the 
entrance  and  t)ie  porch  m  ithout, — the  centre  of  the 
group  of  Mike'i  auditors  was  occupied    by   tba 
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diililrm.  He  hud  scarcely  fixed  hit  eye  on  Miko 
ihnn  tKnt  of  ihe  inltcrat  onca  was  attracted  la  hix 
own.  aiHJ  cnch  gatet\  on  the  other  for  a  inonii'nt 
spell-boitnil,  when  Rcnmore  removed  his  ken  oimI 
retired  a  lew  paces  back,  and  more  into  rhc 
«tuuk>wy  part  of  the  pavwf^,  while  the  old  mnn, 
hnriti)^  niiw  recovered  from  htx  momrntiirv  «iir- 
prisu,  cuntitiued  Im  tale,  ever  whI  nnon  iljrcctiiif; 
a.^i;nilicent  ^anee  towonliour  licti>.  ...'■!  wa« 
wjrin^,"  l>««ontinu«d,  "  a  pretcniimeat  tuhl  me  I 
ibould  bear  a  part  in  tJie  evenu  oT  his  future  for- 
tuns:  I  soujfht  to  question  iIm;  *(aliiliE>l,' — th« 
F{^'ptiaii,^«fi  hb  binh,  hi>  pnreniagr.  . . .  '  And 
why  nrt  Umti  Iwre,  and  whence  is  it  tbon  biut  ren- 
mred  ov«r  the  decj)  with  thnt  helpUss  btinkii?' 
1  mfccd ;  nor  hnil  timv  to  caldi  n>are  rrum  her 
than  the  wonls,  '  Who  can  rwil  destiny,  ntir  wiA 
to  sec  it  ru)(il)i.tl  f  who  cim  draw  ilu.-  vfil  Tmrn  the 
wcrets  hid  from  morinl  virion,  luir  would  wish  tu 
prov«  the  truth  of  tluii  which  hi*  pmpheJic  r»ulin^ 
pmniiMs?  i^ch  WM  my  fatal  yeartiinf{  !  •Such 
die  tnilh  /  hat'r:  Iramcd  !  .  .  .  ui^k  no  more.'  Rut 
these  wonls  w<:rc  tcarcely  utieret)  than  their  tuM 
accents  vitm  dmwned  in  the  honru>  murmurs  nf 
the  wind  that  sprang  tip.  Yet  n  dim  line  on  the 
horixon  bc(i[K)lie  that  land  wns  imw  just  dcscriwl, 
and  to  some  it  afTnnlcd  iu>pe  diat  though  the  storm 
had  arisen,  they  iliould  yet  be  able  to  retuHi  shore, 
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ere  futnine  and  lernjint  had  quite  ilone  iu  work 
on  (hem.  Some,  less  snnguine,  gnve  way  R<i;nin  to 
tfaeir  fears,  and  exclaimed, '  'Die  hiueriieMol'  death 
b  doiihloti !  ivitii  the  liaven  in  stglit  w  must  yet 
in«;t  with  d»truciioi)  I  Is  it  for  this  we  liavc  b«cn 
sared  from  (i>c  by-gone  peril !  Our  proHervntion 
was  sorely  but  mockery.*  .  .  .  And  well  lind 
those  who  spoke  thus  cause  for  their  dreud  .  .  . 
for  it  seemed  ss  if  the  elements  fought  for  ilw 
bitter  prize  of  our  destruction, — it  seemeil  n  if 
some  spirit  of  ill  exercised  Its  mncour  in  cnnteml- 
ing  for  the  doom  of  our  ship  and  every  tcmw- 
stricketi  being  she  contained.  \\*oe  worth  the 
hour  t  I  shall  never  forget  it, — how  tlie  lij^hlnings 
«eemed  to  dart  through  the  gloom,  as  if  to  shew 
the  phantom  of  desUi  on  hbi  wny  to  match  its. 
Wof.  worth  the  hour  I  I  ani  yet  bcwiUlercd  with 
the  di.'nfening  roer  of  the  waves  as  lltey  ru«c  moan- 
lain  high  aiul  dashed  over  otir  decks.  .  .  .  With* 
■mt  inMit  or  sail  our  hulk  drifted  on,  rn'lln;;  like  a 
drunken  being  with  its  lielples*  fretglit — ourschw 
and  our  bmcniatioits.  .  .  .  Ilul  a  lightning  simk 
has  lit  up  one  countenance,  which  pale  in  iu  deep 
resolve*  looked  forth  on  tlie  bluck  and  turbid 
water — looked  mimil  on  otir  shuddering  and  be- 
wthlered  forms,  and  smiled  !     While  in  ll>e  sinkinfr 

*  Palluit  Bodax,  Ibe  aioM  Wulifol  pdur*  b  ilonov;  It 
mfircMnii  Euinpa. 
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manrnu*  of  the  blvti,  ever  ami  anon  that  wild 
■boat  of  DneortJilv  glee — tlwt  fi-srful  Uagb  lu 
lliuu^ti  Iirnviiif;  itic  dement*— u  iboiigti  tnodtitifc 
Uiuir  tiinuil  anil  ongrv  roar— anwe.  Hint  brow  ijf 
naolve,  thnl  laugh  of  conntlenc«>  were  those  of  the 
Egypiiun  .  .  .  wmI  nwny  the  vvsM-l  sciiOtlml  fear- 
fully licfiirc  the  wint).  I  oould  have  mixkI  uml 
gaxmJ  on  her  for  ever,  foi^tJiil  even  of  ihi:  lUii 
unci  dtvtrnction  around  me,  what  lUI  conaciouHiicw 
of  Ml}-  condition  wm  drowned  by  tlie  violence  of 
ihc  Sturm  with  which  I  was  now  da«hed  on  the 
rocica,  where  the  ve»4>l  at  length  drifted.  On 
criming  to  mjvelf  and  opening  my  eyes  wboM  ixK 
ibuiild  i  inret  hut  that  of  ihc  l^^yptiaii  I  •  Dkl  I 
not  tell  you  the  gulf  »hould  Lx:  mocked  of  tlic  prey 
it  yawni-d  for  ?  Not  tnie  of  your  oommlo  is  loot ! 
YiNir  rvsuA  has  bc«n  ihuhcd  on  ihcie  rocks,  hot  no 
wul  lins  Inrcn  loeii&ceil.  Awake!  arise!  tluink 
the  destinies  that  hover  round  ibia  child,"  (and  (lie 
old  man's  eye  fjjliinced  on  lUnniort-'s  hrow,)  "  which 
have  be«a  potent  cnii»}{li  to  sliicUI  yourm-ir  and 
your  sea-flinlL-9.  Arifi; !  folkiw  nu^  and  tKCruii 
your  wasted  slriTngih  at  the  «pot  wIm^k  I  iliall 
lead  TOO.'  At  tin;  Mine  time  slie  placed  a  leathern 
bottle  to  my  lips  from  wliicli  I  tirank,  and  with 
what  little  strrngth  I  pusseswd  1  crawleil  from  the 
projcctiDg  rock  wlivre  I  liud  been  tlirown,  as  I 
cast  ooe  last  Irok  on  the  Uialicrcd  hulk  of  the 
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tvesse],  whose  forecastle  was,  as  it  were,  impskd  on 
the  projecting  prak  ornlmgcrock,  or  rather  wetlge 
of  rock,  itutt  lhrii!>t  ilxcIT  mit  into  the  »ca-     As  1 
followed  my  gtiiflv,  I  inquired  nflcr  iIh:  GiIc  of  my 
onmradcs,  untt  learned  '  iltat  they  IiimI  bvcn  reoctinl 
tngctlirr  will)  tterself  from  tlteir  peril  hy  lh«  tim«ly 
iHsistiincr  of  «>me  fnliermen  on  llie  ooiist ;  «nd 
iltnt  I  mj'wif,  having  Iteen  Dung  on  ihe  rock  from  a 
diRereni   pwnt  of  the  wreck.  Itad  escaped  their 
notice,  t>ut  ihal  iilic  had  remembered  the  interest 
with  which  1,  nlrave  my  comrades,  had  nought  to 
know  her  lale,  and  had  accordingly  come  to  look 
for  me,  and  olTer  mc  relief  and  recruits].'     By  ihc 
lime  she  had  finislie«t  making  this  communication 
lo  me,  we  arrived  at  the  rude  gil»y  tent   raised 
wilhin  the  verge  of  a  wood  not  very  far  dis^l 
from  ihe  coast.     A  liMse  curtain  of  fodcd  cloth 
ser\'ed  for  n  door,  and  after  having  entered  she 
motioned  me  to  a  seat  on  an  M  cltesi,  whik'  she 
took  Iter  station  t>eiir  a  low  Brc  wliieh  she  liinnal 
with  a  fir  bou^^H,  until  it  began  to  blaze  up  with 
jjrciitrr  strength.     She  then  pave  mc  some  food 
which  »hc   prepared,  and  which    I   stibseqticntly 
found  wat  supplied  her   by  some  members  of  a 
fiipsy  SKtcrhood,  lo  whoKc  IxKly  she  appviinnl  to 
belong.     After    my   strength    wH.t  somuwhat   re- 
cruiteil,  I  recurred  to  the  vuhji.'ci  of  otir  evcnifnl 
and  perilous  voyage,  ilt  diui&teri,  and  our  mimcu- 
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luua  escape.  '  And  ihis  child  !*  I  vxclaimctl,  '  ihi* 
in^t,'  Tur  slke  now  ap|M>are(l  again  wiih  ilie  child 
hi  her  ornis,  (and  the  ejrea  of  Ilcnmore  and  old 
3Aike  here  involuntoHlv  met,)  '  u  l\*e  guardian  spi- 
rit to  whom  ibanka  are  due  for  our  delivenr !  think 
jrou,'  I  askedihalfalanned,  half  incrcdaloui. '(he 
same  event  would  not  bare  awniictl  oar  perils,  and 
reacoci)  us  from  thvm,  hud  tliat  diild  of  fate  tiot 
been  among  us? 

**  The  look  of  reprobation  and  fu  rprise,  a*  it  t^rt, 
at  my  goillincai,  yel  more  than  prc»am[ili(in,  with 
which  slic  rt^rdol  mv,  I  iiluill  ntvia-  forgrt.  .  .  . 
'Iitcrcdiilttuii  V  the  replic<lf  after  a  moment's  pause; 
*  ir  you  have  not  witneased  enough  to  iMure  you 
that  certniii  bend*  are  the  care  or  the  »ciira  of 
cesinin  deftitnies,  keep  watch  on  die  paili  ibrough 
life  of  this  raitJ]y-preaer%-ed,  hot  imii,  (berufon, 
happy  being  r  and  she  hdd  up  ibv  chihl  m  she 

like  ;  while  I  gated  on  it  with  incncascd  awi-  and 
marvel,  as  I  oskeit  *  wlmi  were  the  (olcs  foe  which 
k  was  marked  out,  antl  which  the  hod  hiihrrtn  «o 
iruly  foreseen." 

.  .  .  Here  thii  nid  man  pauved,  while  KmuKirc 
drvw  in  bis  breath,  tu  be  listeficd  with  un  inleroi 
that  otiwfhed  him,  and  n  jminfut  anxiety  he  could 
not  exp'abi.  Tlw  n»t>c  group,  too,  pre-.sed  nearer 
u  Mikff,  and  a*knl  with  earnestness,  ■'  W'bnt  were 
d»cy?-whatwcrcthey?— wbatdidlhcF.g_vptiansayr 
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"Xo.  no  I"  said  ihc  olt)  man  slinking  liw  Im:mI, 
with  3  ]ook  of  rrpiignancv  no  Ins  than  reiiictnnec 
and  sorrow,  as  liU  cvc  ^laitcvd  bnxlil;  from  Ken- 
mare  to  the  group.  "  No,  no  !  why  thooU)  I  utter 
what  mny  yet, — what  I  would  wish  nuiy  yd  never 
vomc  to  pass?"  And  bcfurv  they  could  prucwd 
Id  reiterate  their  ni{iic»t  on  this  pMnt,  he  hurried 
on  to  ihc  coiicluKioi)  of  his  tnlc  tJius: — 

'"  I  fuliou'cil  the  iMiili,  1  kept  in  view  lh«  fortunes 
of  that  child  from  lliat  hour.  lis  parents,  rrain 
whom  it  h.id  Ix-vn  kiihiapptili  I  rcntonxl  it  lo,  (and 
here  Kenmorc  involuntitrily  sunetl ;)  iind  itmuf^h 
iia  wandering  nnd  adrenturouK  spirit,  as  it  grew 
towards  boyhoodi  led  it  to  nbandoti  those  parents 
luid  ihnl  homci"  (nnd  a%  the  old  man  spoke  he  now 
fixed  his  eye  n^in  signifivanily  on  Kvnniorci) 
'*  though  (hrougb  thv  man*  of  his  fortune  he  has 
oltMlcd  the  search  of  his  nearest  and  dearest  friends 
will  kindrc<),  yet  never  )iiu  he  elwicd  tlw  vigilanoe 
of  my  one  keen,  conxtnnt  watch  !  which  hns  tmcitl 
him  whi:n  hi:  tliouglit  no  eye  was  upon  him, — which 
b«s  followed  him  where  none  wmild  luiv«  looked 
for  him, — whidi  has  detected  him  when  he  lius 
been  ooiiccsled  from  all  otiten !  1  follow  him,  I 
walch  him.  forhisgood — for  his  sueoour !  .  .  .with 
a  hope  that  the  dcstmies  that  liaw  yet  prescrred 
Iiint  luivc  not  done  so  for  his  ultimate  harm.  It  is 
the  mighty  working  of  fate  that  1  am  wutchingi 
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■nil  I  we  I  .  .  .  but  away  vilh  j-e,  my  frieods, 
I  bare  told  you  my  talc, — ask  do  more.  It  wen- 
wdl  fbr  my  doabu  nnd  fean  if  lltey  recked  a*  littlv 
nf  harm  concerning  dm  guingi  a(  tlib  cbilil  of  fate 
as  ya  do, — ^yc  whn  ure  ignnrani  of  him,  ami  hi> 
]iatlt  of  lirv  I"  And  lierc  for  n  miimrnt  the  old 
mitn  sat  >il*:nt,  witli  hit  eyos  Rxvd  nn  tome  phan* 
torn  of  tin-  bniii),  llmt  sccinctl  to  riM  iK-rorc  him 
and  addrcm  itocirnt  oncv  to  hi*  rv^-t  and  fear. 

**  Weil !"  Iiu  i-xcUimed,  at  Imglh  avrakeninft 
from  tlie  i>{)dl  which  had  bouml  him,  **  the  day 
caatm  bo  (or  distuni  whui  my  acarch  wilt  have 
mcfced  ita  nbJ4-i:t  to  (he  vnd  uf  it»  flittings !  .  .  . 
it  evades  anil  bewiklen>  mo  lew  and  loa  I  ...  it 
meets  me  ihroiif{)i  the  gloom  nf&U:  more  ami  nuirv 
palpably -well !" 

And  his  eye,  ncc»nipanying  hu  nr»nls,  wandered 
fmm  the  vision  on  which  it  bad  aeienied  but  now  in 
gan,  till  it  met  liciimore's,  where  it  fixed  iuelf 
anil  remainwl  for  a  moment  or  two,  tookin);  wiih 
a  signifiL-ancc  whi-re  fear  mid  nuTow  still  mingled, 
till  it  waa  biwtily  wiihtlrawn,  aa  lh«  old  nuin  now 
node  bis  way  hurriedly  from  the  punrh.  Tbr 
eniwd  inTolHntnrily  Klinitik  bock  with  .lock  at  their 
head,  anil  made  an  a«eiiu«  for  his  exit :  and  n»  tlwy 
gaacd  on  him  with  suring  eyes  and  lips  apart, 
their  nwc  was  too  /rent  to  luimit  of  their  any 
furlbcr  qnotiuning  him. 
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'  Twil  [rBtilj  lovii,  ami  paltlj'  (car, 
AmI  luriljr  'tnit  a  tailiful  art, 
That  I  miijhi  mthtr  lecl  ibon  ic« 
Ilia  iwdling  of  her  bnn."  Coumuot. 


ItEKMOReliail  Mnrcdy  nmiiwil  liimsciriix>ro  tbo 
«pcli  ill  which  Mike's  gLincc,  uitd  tlic  iL-uigcrous 
meaning  It  conveyed,  IimI  lickl  him,  (haii  be,  too, 
withdrew  frxMii  ihcptuisagc  wiK-rc  lie  hnd  but  now 
Moot]  to  listen,  and  retired  lu  liis  room.  The 
crowd  van  too  busily  en«iigc<l  in  itx  own  rude  com- 
mvnts  on  i)h;  niirralton  tt  had  just  Iteord  to  take 
any  notice  of  him  or  hbi  moraitentM)  and  lie  with- 
drew as  anperceiTcd  to  he  had  ooiiw.  if  tlicre 
were  some  few  atiionfr^t  tlu:  ({roup  ihai,  {litiaiiiff 
tlienuelres  on  their  superior  sagneity  to  the  rat, 
were  indineii  to  exhibit  their  Kccpticitm  on  any 
Mbrics  where  destiny  is  concvmed,  tliey  iiinned 
bm  n  smaW  propurtifxi.  'Hie  preiiKr  niimhtr.  of 
which  was  Jock,  were  pleiucd,  with  more  Hiibinis- 
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xire  minds,  lo  bring  forward  various  illiHirationB 
uf  the  veracity  anil  cogency  of  mcb  cirainittanca 
as  they  hod  just  licarO  in  many  a  "uranKu  coin- 
cidence," "ungular  (ircam,"  and  **  tmaccoimtnblfl 
presentiment,"  wbich  they  related  one  to  the  other 
after  ilteir  fiuhion.  T)ic  children,  with  the  ruder 
swains,  male  and  female,  amonpst  the  group,  dwell 
with  deliglit  on  (he  glittering  colours  in  which 
Mike  had  ponrnycd  his  ndrenturcs,  atul  were  un- 
able to  satisfy  themselves,  in  sufficiently  lauding 
the  mar^'els  it  exhibited. 

'Ric  din  of  their  voices  bad  scarcely  died  away, 
than  Kcninorc  hail  sought  his  pillow  Icmt  repose, 
far  it  was  now  growing  late ;  biit  in  vnin.  TImj 
figorc  of  the  weird  mariner  hnunicd  him,  and  his 
significant  louk  and  keen  eye  still  scctncd  bent 
on  him;  while  the  variniw  circumstiinen  of  the 
MDry  h«  luul  beanlstijTgn'in)  to  Uh  mind  t)»e  qtie»- 
lion  whether  the  aid  mim  meant  ii>  apply  itiem 
Iti  him  ?  For  uliat  odier  inrerence  titan  t\ii%  coulit 
he  draw  friHu  die  umrfced  manner  in  which  thu 
luuTaior  had  addressed  them  every  nuw  and  ihnt 

himself?  And  ibt^n  he  coiiplnl  with  them  the 
ling  that  luid  so  startled  liim  on  his  first  meet- 
ing witlt  Uio  weird  mariner,  and  which  increated 
Uie  perplexity  of  his  tbniights  on  the  subject.  He 
was  determined,  at  the  i.-:irliest  opportunity,  lo 
seek  o<it  Mike,  (wlw  appeared,  at  any  rnle,  friendly 
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KjwariJa  him,)  a»il  obtain  from  Iiim  Eome  cl«Brer 
insigtit  into  his  reasons  for  npplvJng  to  himself  the 
circumstances  of  the  narration  be  hnd  delivcrtd. 
As  tisual,  he  emleavoiiFcJ  to  i|uiet  ihv  npprchcn- 
sions  that  a  cotisintit  prc^^cntinient  of  til  Koggaltd 
to  his  mind  hj  mocking  at  Mike's  storr  as  ibe 
chimera  of  superstition,  while  a  pleassntcr  solace 
ypi  was  aflbnted  him  in  a  recuirence  to  the  tbongfal 
of  Uertrutle.  Since  tlie  pci-iod  when  wc  last  were 
in  his  company  and  that  of  the  Beauty,  a  period 
now  of  more  than  ten  days,  their  interest  in  each 
other,  together  with  llteir  acquaintance,  had 
strengthened ;  and  the  determination  also  litul  now 
become  stronger  in  his  mind  of  nuilitng  her  those 
proposals  of  an  allijincc  whJcIt  his  love  for  her  had 
Miggcstcd.  even  on  a  much  curlier  ncciimintance. 
He  m^ht  tl»cn  fly  widi  her  to  a  foreign  shore,  and 
mock  at  circumstance.  An  iiilditional  incitement 
was  ofTtTcd  him  lo  come  to  this  conclusion,  by  the 
filling  liottr  precious  were  tlic  moments  n-hicb  be 
was  passing  in  her  presence ;  for  be  never  knew 
how  soon  be  should  Im  forced  away  from  the  spot 
,  and  Iron)  her.  Constant,  it  may  well  bo  imagined. 
was  tlto  Texutkin  tjccnnoned  him  by  (Ih:  gratuitous 
attentions  of  tliat  weli-meaning  but  mischievon* 
lady,  Miss'Howbij^^.  "ByhcaTens!"  be  would 
exclaim  im{>iitienUy,  as  be  was  com)>ellcd  pojitdy 
to  decline  )i«r  repeated  attempts  "  at  drnwit^  lum 
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mit."  .  ...  "By  iwsveoi  I  Uia  good  person  will 
not  be  qidct  until  she  has  eitlicr  Kircnl  tne  tnio 
ihom  perils  of  publicity  1  aai  w  aiixiout  to  avoid, 
or  (Iritrt-n  tnc  ftxim  lliv  spot  nlto^etlier  !" 

This  li%stt  liuvrt:vcr,  itiu  a  Jifficuil  cniicltuion  U> 
arrive  at,  brU  to  thv  pUco  oh  betnu  hj-  ilte  fpdb 
«cercis«]  orcr  bim  by  dianns  sucb  an  tliate  thati 
wliik'  Iw  llwugbl  of  Okiti,  rccniDpensed  bim  for 
crvnr  tnomL'nl  or  mtintal  t-ufTenaj^— wlinlltcr  c^tnd 
by  nmonc,  nr  cnuwious  guilt,  or  ilie  pang  of 
llmi  (lark  sppn-liL-nuoo  of  tlangcr  tltat  furv-likc 
ceaselt^ly  fruiulrd  liim.  TIir  mom  Ih;  bliruok 
away  fnim  iUv  lulvitncc*  niimIc  In  bring  bim  I<:>rtli 
ffxrni  hb  "  fearlul  privacy,"  tho  monr  iii^uly  luul 
he  soa^lit  (W  ArciMlia,  boili  spiritual  niit)  real,  tu 
wbicb  liis  passion  for  ibe  luvcly  bfnt*niistm 
■wcully  calk-il  bim  away,  lu  be  followed  ihv  nild 
and  Minny  maacs  of  h«r  mountain-track.  'Ilw 
bk«o<n-cTt)wnrd  brow  of  banks  that  fringeil  the 
ttreom, — ilie  movnic  work  of  chequered  mooa, 
({Tccn,  yttllow,  imd  iraur,  witb  which  Nature'n  Itund 
bad  pranked  ibc  hilt'brow, — the  itliatbiwy  «lrnt 
gladet,  wbfre  stn-ntniMl  lite  sun-ray  dtrouKh*  tlte 
Wood  visin,  lu  if  to  cbver  tlic  drnun  of  the  dark  laby- 
rinili— ihc  nisHct  (MIk, — llie  wiklMeep£,a]l  ^Ocn 
fjlillrring  wiili  (Ik  yellow  Iirooni-fiowcr,  or  purplwl 
nitli  ilic  bi.-atli-t>l<«M)m. — what  were  lh<-y  to  bim? 
What  were  itll  tlw  bi-autits  of  liiis  Our  dbtficl. 
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soft  or  sublime  liowevtr,  un\fss  emiciircci  by  die 
|)retu>De  of  l>er  ibai  would  have  invuHtix]  ii  wilder- 
nesv  even  wilb  cbarin  for  him  ?  Ko ;  it  wns  not  in 
tb«  lijflii  of  ihose  tovtl;  scenes  tliat  hi.t  liciirt 
sunned  ii,  but  in  die  smile  of  CiertniiJe,  rluit  re 
fleeted  bis  own — diat  gazeil  oa  tbein  with  bim,  in 
die  free  and  ianooent  gtadness  of  ber  guili-less 
npiril — and  yci  more,  in  die  confidence  of  diat 
pure  as  brigbt  afpccuon  that  repaid  Wts  own. 

Not  more  cl>cqu«rcd,  bowcvcr,  was  tlint  wild 
pathway  be  tracked  with  ttic  lovely  ticrd-mtsiros, 
widi  if>  liylit  nnd  ("loom — now  winding;  orcr  tin; 
slope — -now  Mnking  immersed  in  the  murky  shadow's 
of  overbanging  crags — (ban  the  dubious  pathway 
of  his  existence.  ICvcn  when  gladdened  by  her 
oompanionsbip,  ihe  tltoughts  of  that  priil  and  pain 
in  which  be  stood  would  uccotionidly  sweep,  Uhe 
storm-clouds,  acroos  his  mind,  and  momentarily 
Imld  him  conlrmplndng  Uiem  in  gWmy  abstrac- 
I'mn,  while  dtc  swct'l  ns  simple  girl  bv  his  side 
would  look  on  bim  with  a  gaze  of  mute  wonder 
and  Kwe,  as  (be  colour  waned  on  tier  cheek,  till  It 
was  Bgaiti  til  up  by  oceing  iu  u«ual  cli  i;ef fulness 
onoe  more  ultimate  his  ouunteiuince,  wliile  tbeir 
eye*  met,  loo,  in  lh«  tmile  of  niuiuul  confidence. 

Out,  on  stole  lite  sleepkss  honni  of  llw  nijjbl, 
when,  at  (he  first  break  of  dawn,  he  nwc,  and 
advancing  (o  the  casement   where   the  suii-rnyt 
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Hreamcd  in,  be  threw  open  the  witidow,  anil 
Blood  looking  oui  oif  the  rucldjr  ensicrn  iKateii* 
uiii  tlic  friMh  maliii  scene  before  liJru.  Tltc  ilews 
wide  gItttcriHl,  nil  rosj'  linUtl  in  ihv  li^liu  like  ruby 
genit  fonui  fairy  luttitl  Itiwl  sUvd,  anil  (lit-  ixliiur*  nf 
li«rii  and  flower  pourvd  lip  the  graiefut  »t<3tni  of 
iheir  iiimnKe;  but  nejllici'  (he  liatrc  nf  ilie  ono 
aor  lite  frugrimcc  of  th■:^  oilwr  jicldct]  joy  or  iialm 
to  him.  Nature  wi<]c  pourwl  li«-r  ttmg  of  lur«  and 
glee  not  more  in  the  enrol  of  her  li-uilierul  wood- 
dtortsters  lliaii  in  die  simin  of  jny  dial  .sniinvd  to 
ri»c  from  all  die  gladsome  tiluuoms  that  cTonncil 
her  brow,  from  ifae  murmur  of  itiosc  sparkling 
brooks,  and  die  rapture  of  all  abated  ihingE« 
fimiliiig  dirou^li  that  morn  of  lu«tre  1  Forlorn,  io- 
deed,  muu  l>c  ilte  bean  that  bas  no  spark  of  joy 
which  may  shine  in  glad  contagion  with  nil  that 
lustre  around, — llut  has  no  note  of  bappinuss  within 
rt  to  respond  to  iliat  challenge  of  linrinony  and 
rsplurc.  So  felt  Rcnntorc,  as  he  now  pmceedeil 
with  his  toilette;  and  by  tlic  time  be  had  finislied 
itt  ll»e  Toiccs  of  nittics  in  (In;  adjoining  farm-yanl, 
and  the  slirill,  clear  cry  of  cbanticlcer  "  oft  limva 
renewetl,"  proclaimed  to  him  that  tbc  little  world 
of  Bullertnere  was  once  more  afoot  and  a^iir  on 
its  linppy,  no  Ins  Uion  Homely  vocations. 

A  light  step  wai  now  »een  brn&liing  nway  the 
ilewsof  tbc  Inwp  on  wbicb  bis  casement  looketl. 
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Her  brow  was  fnsli  as  Aurora's  Iterself ;  l»er  bo^ 
lcine<1  «lcp  ns  light  ns  ihat'of  (he  huntrvss  god- 
dessV,  nn<I  the  mces  tliat  lireaiheil  tlielr  rrngmnce 
besi<Ie  her  wny,  nn<\  those  rubj-tinietl  dcm  which 
jhe  skiminMl,  seemed  to  Renmoi'e's  eve  lo  win 
fragrance  an<I  lustre  from  her  lovely  presence. 
"  It  is  Gertrude,"  he  said,  "she  is  on  her  «rav  to 
the  homestead.  I'll  go  dowit  and  trj*  to  quiet  this 
(armoi)  of  spirit  in  her  prrwnce."  So,  Ke  de- 
scended the  staircase,  while  Gertrude  had  entered 
the  farm-yard  from  llic  luwn,  through  a  door  in 
the  puling  that  divided  it  from  the  garden  at  the 
back  of  the  liostclric.  Scarcely  had  she  entered 
the  homoilend  than  the  clenr,  shrill  rail  of  hpr 
horn  brought  iho  kinc  to  ilie  shod,  where  one  of 
the  hinds,  wlmsc  duty  it  wss  to  assist  her  in  the 
charge  of  the  dairy,  proct.-e<le<l  to  milk  lliem,  ere 
she  drove  them  forth  to  pjwmre.  A»  <iie  vru 
engagml  in  sti pen n  lending  tht«,  tier  rural  du^, 
die  wn*  H  little  saqirised  iit  the  presence,  at  so 
early  an  hour  of  her  mother'^  "  distinguisheil 
gtiest;"  while  as  lie  npprnached  her  he  observed, 
smiling, 

"Ah!  yoa  see^  Gertrude,  ihe  tltought  of  cite 
*  Beauty  of  Buttermere'  would  not  iM  me  sleep  a 
wink  more  for  the  life  of  mc !  So  up  I  rose ; 
fuid  iiomdiow  or  other,  I  find  nivKcIf  ns  uwial  where 
yoii  arc.     A»  if  some  magnet  hnd  invnluntarily 
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luncutl  mv  tu  wonJcr  nbcre  1  tk>w  am — ibe 
aagnvt  of  your  chonnt,  Gertrude '.  Antl  I  oon- 
'teat  I  cuultl  uut  Mc  you  cro»  the  fawn  ut  yuor 
ilniry  Iwrc  witltuut  coiniU){  duwn  to  wikh  yua 
good  murtiin^,  nwl  k>ok  at  your  honieu*^,  which 
Mn  y<M  J  Iiiive  ikM  leva." 

"lutleet),  i>ir,  you  hoaour  madi  our  hurnblv 
Iwmcittiuil,"  «Iie  implied,  archly ;  "  and  since  it  wu 
titia  whidi  you  aunr  to  we, — for  yon  require  loo 
moch  (mm  my  crcduliiy,  when  yoo  exprcs*  that 
s  lhou;;hi  tif  my  [xxir  tclf  disttirbctl  your  rest, — 
why,  1  »hall  be  mudi  honoured  In  slwwing  you 
atcT  il." 

*■  No,  oo,  1  declare — "  aaid  Runmore,  muling, 
M  lie  was  about  to  dt-lbad  bb  sincerity,  when  the 
nrrcsicd  his  words  by  dinwting  his  attentun  to  the 
varioos  obJDcti  she  now  poiotod  out  in  tucoenioa 
to  him,  while  in  Uir  smile  that  |)Uycd  ovrr  her 
oounteniinci'.  u  mtxle*!  cuiivdownen  of  Wr  power 
urtr  his  heart  was  mingled  with  the  pknsore  of 
ot>li(png.  l'h«  ordvr  nwl  ncatnctf  of  tile  Ktallf  and 
the  beauty  of  iht*  caiilc  pitt  liioi  in  mind  of  tome 
of  lite  "  intcriun"  hi;  liud  witneiitrtl  in  Swit2erland 
and  part  of  Hoihind;  and  ike  neatoeO)  alitor 
ecoonmy,  nml  riciinltueM  of  the  dairy  on  wliitli 
d>e  fair  liurd-nrntrtM  juHtly  piqued  herself,  •mm 
not  KCM  by  hiui  wUhntit  recalling  to  bis  miod 
Homer's  lU^friplions  (Tor  be  was  a  man  of  educa- 
tion Ixidi  in  classic  and  modem  lore,)  and  eliciting 
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rrom  him  ihc  apprubntion  so  justly  due  to  Ger- 
truclo's  tnniiRgcincnl,  und  whicli  it  was  do  mere 
complirnvnt  (upny  Iitr. 

Having  piuuml  tlinmgli  lite  tmpedioii  of  all  thai 
part  of  {h«  twniMlcad  llwt  caiiic  iiiHlcr  the 
Beauty '»  immediate  xuperintendfnce,  Kcnmore 
now  bch«kl  (w-r  pruoecilin^  to  kad  lier  herd  forth 
on  tliv  down  pit^iures,  und  tlie  ma^et  that  had 
attracted  him  thus  far  to  her  side  relinquinlicd 
none  of  its  power  as  he  fullowe<l  her  trace.  "  You 
are  blessed,  Ciertrude,"  he  said,  a*  he  paiiwd  nnd 
looked  hack  on  ihc  homestead  ttiey  hsil  left,  niitl  the 
mai«  of  beuiilj'  aAiund ;  "  you  are  blessed  in  har- 
ing  a  Itoiiic  umidiit  Hcnte«  of  such  itpleiidour  and 
love]in<.iB.  I  feel  «.«  I  look  on  diem  that  they  are 
tlw  abode  of  joy  and  peace,  and  thni  I  could  live 
in  them  tJU  niy  dying  day  with  pleasure,  and  wish 
not  to  pass  bcyonil  iheir  happy  iKKind." 

"  'Flic  tccnes  are  well  enough,"  slie  replied* 
with  a  graceful  scriousnesa  tempering  her  nsiinl 
archnens ;  "  but  it  is  the  hearts  and  lUTeciioiw  that 
dwell  in  dicm  that  can  nione  i-eniler  them  the  tatt 
of  true  or  worthy  happiness.  And  where  doe*  not. 
Sir,  (to  use  the  word§  I  have  heard  j-ourself  cxprcn 
to  me,)  the  "taint  of  circumstance"  spremi  tn 
infect  ihe  commit  yuu  tpeak  ofT'  And  ihene 
waa  a  certain  ni^ntlicaiice  in  her  words  litai  he 
interpreted  as  applying  to  her  own  feelings  and 
kituaiion. 
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"  True,  ii  i«  true  enough  Uiai  kudi  1>  too 
rrc(|u<;otI}'  the  caw,"  replied  Rctiinore,  looking  at 
her  wilh  a  regard  of  IiKjuir^r  as  to  the  rpferenw  of 
her  trards,  while  he  continued— *'  but  such  a  tuini 
lu  you  tncntion  liiu  nurely  ncrer  made  it«  influL-nce 
leil  in  Genrnde'K  peactful  home?  Unkn,"  be 
wided,  "you  would  say  llmt  the  n-pufjtinnce  t  tin- 
<lcr»(and  you  to  fi-cl  ax  n-pirdt  (he  luidrcsscs  of  this 
prcndicr— this  Qunmli»h — occuriotu  yoa  lu  ntpnta 
younelf  M  Tou  do?" 

"  No,  no,"  she  «u(I,  hrsilntingly,  "  li  wits  not 
exactly  tlutt  which  suggested  the  remark  at  the 
tnoment  .  .  .  tliongb,  Indeed,  it  were  of  ttself  raf* 
ficient  reason  to  have  tlone  lo.  .  .  .  It  wu  not 
that :"  and  ilie  blu&h  stole  orer  her  cheek  an  (be 
turitnl  her  face  away  lo  conceal  the  oonfosion  of 
which  it  was  the  irn'olantary  witness. 

"  Not  that  y  what  could  it  have  been,  then,  that 
auggcated  ludi  a  retnnrk  ?  How  can  ctrcumuonce 
ttTti-  have  tried  thr  vpirit  or  dam[Md  l)ie  heart  of 
uue  that  lina  lired  ao  Ear  from  the  sphere  of  its 
wnslir^  influence?" 

*'  So,  no !"  hhe  replied,  suddenly,  "  indeed  ! 
bare  no  cause  to  complain  of  my  home,  of  my  lot 
in  lift.  .  .  .  but " 

"  But  nliai,  Gertrude?  what  obstacle  to  iu  fiow 
(but  (uch  IU  1  suggested)  can  the  Ktream  of  your 
happiness  ba»e  encountered  ?  What  struggle  cwi 
that  guileless,  thai  pure  spirit  have  ever  ktwwn  ? 
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Is  ii  posnble  that  a  p^tarbed  thought  con  Rod 
place  in  n  botom  wltose  beating  can  alcwie  be  laned 
to  peace,  whose  strain  these  cahn  m  )ov«ly  luiunis 
nlone  r«s|>ire  ?  \Vbat  care-clout)  can  have  passed 
tKTaa»  the  suony  joy*  of  that  p«rc  maiden  heart?" 

Gertrwie  was  nlcnt  n  momvnt,  when  again  she 
rep)ic<l  )uistily>  n*  if  desirous  tu  turn  iuide  the  sub- 
ject of  remark  upon  whicli  xl>e  hiul  rnvuhtntarili^ 
entered — "  None,  none  I . .  .  why  KhouKI  yon,  Sir, 
itnagine  so?  1  merely  was  speaking  genenilly, 
merely  generally.  ...  I  ...  " 

"  1  (Itoiight  &o  I  I  thought  BO  I"  continued  Ken* 
more,  willing  to  relieve  her  of  ber  evident  emhar- 
rassment,  as  Ite  continued.  "Your  rcnuirk  jiitt  now 
was  just.  Everj'  spot,  after  all,  derii-es  its  real 
charm  from  ll>e  poa-er  that  dwells  wiiltin  us,  of 
reflecting  its  challenge  to  happiness.  You  cannot 
want  this  power,  unconscious  of  the  trials  of  life, 
living  in  the  affoctions  of  all,  posse«ed  of  charms 
where  oil  liearts  must  bow — ny,"  nnd  lie  aihled, 
nniling,  as  he  lookeil  buck  on  the  homestead  they 
hiid  lelH,  ami  i))«  premises  attacbod  to  it,  "and  the 
Iteauty  of  Ituttennere  has  othn  possessions  than 
her  dkonns  to  boost  of,  though  not  *o  danling." 

*'  Nay  !"  replied  the  Beauty,  gbdiy  svizing  tbe 
challvn^  to  mume  her  nsuat  archncts,  as  sbo 
lulled,  "Nay I  the  most  dazzling!  I  have 
beard  Dr.  Esdaile  say  that  the  charm*  you  now 
speak  of  are  the  greatest  of  'female  atlracikma."* 
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"  Indeed  V  replied  Keninur«,  unilmg,  "  I  Tear 
Dr.  Esdnile  is  a  little  too  just  in  his  cttiautc  of 
tocial  Gordidncss.  A  complexini  of  rosea  ami 
liJie  is  bowitctiing  iloubUcn;  but  doutilj'  >o,  wlwn 
*  iH*''  gl«uti»  for  lliD  '  rvM>,'  and  '  ■ilver'  for  the 
'lilirt.'  But  yoU|  (.icrirude,  oombinc  all  thoc 
uUructiMU,  »ad  iirc  coiuc^iwndy  'formidable' 
indeed !  Koriunaic  will  be  tbe  suiloi'  tbat  sliall 
win  such  ircnsurcs  of  pci^BOQ  and  purse.  .  .  .  Out 
of  Ki  manr  as  »t>c  mu^t  hare,  inj  Gertrude's  heart 
mutt  Ik;  not  a  little  puzzled  wlKni  to  make  its 
choice  f" 

"  Aiid  oon«equcnti>'  n>lievec  itadf  of  the  crobar- 
munvat  by  diunisain;  (he  itioughi  o(  nil  of  them  !" 
mkt  repUedt  Imghing  ;  "  Ay  I  (jqq  and  all  1" 

*■  Mluit  ?  is  it  so  diiScult,  tlwn,  (o  fix  tlic  chaics 
— i>  it  lo  difficult  ?"  he  continued)  ni  he  tool  hflr 
bond*  which  she  pnssivcly  gave  up  to  bim  as  be 
jirTest«il  her  aiientiou  by  llie  increased  earnesiness 
IUh1  impasiioned  tendcrocst  tlut  now  marked  liis 
msjuter.  "  Is  it  so  difficult  not  to  Diiderstaud 
where  tlkc  hcnrt  whlspcra  its  cboico  would  rest! 
Uul  of  thousands  I  should  know  where  mine 
would  !  At>d|  should  1  rightly  intcrprt'l  the  hm* 
gnagc  of  those  eyes  tliut  »ecm  tu  uk  tne,  Wliere? 
what  answer  csn  I  make  them,  but  in  tcUing  Cier- 
tnidc  I  caa  love  nontt  boi  her— tlut  1  can  live  for 
none  but  bcr— tiuiL  tlie  hand  in  which  her  own  a 
held  is  gircn  her  logctU-T  witli  the  heart  that — " 
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Shv  was  here  middcnly  recalled  to  the  conscious* 
n«sti  of  tiis  having  taken  her  hand,  m  hich,  kd  away 
by  the  tacit  interest  &l)e  ft'lt  in  what  he  &aid,  &)ie 
liad  involuntarily  yielded  up  to  him  ;  nnd  which 
she  now  withdrew,  as  a  scn«u  of  lliu  ditcrepoucy  of 
her  Kittialion  and  Im  uwn  now  ugnui  nccun-ed  to 
her,  in  that  conflict  wiih  tlie  whisperings  of  her 
hciirt  to  which  wc  tiave  heretofore  bDrne  vritnees. 

t-  And— hold,  Sir !"  she  replied ;  "  lliiuk  you 
that  a  pour  hundilt  viDajje  girl  k  not  contcious  of 
the  great  dinluncv  iluii  uiii>i  bepanUe  her  lot  ia  lift ' 
fironi  liiat  of  one  of  your  station  in  sockty,— «  cir- 
camstnnee  whicli  deprives  you  of  tl>e  right  nf 
speaking  to  me  thus?"  she  continued,  whde  the 
blush  now  of  virtuot^  pride  mantled  on  her  ehn-k 
and  exhibited  her  to  Rcnnwre  )-et  more  lovely  in 
the  light  which  it  shed  there  to  enhance  thai  of 
beauly. 

"  'Ilten  it  is  on  ilie  account  ahme  of  our  dis> 
crepancy  of  station  that  y«u  forbid  me  to  speak — 
on  ihi>  account  alone?"  he  repeated,  anxiously: 
and  when  slie  hung  lier  heail  in  silence  as  hesi- 
tating wliat  reply  site  should  make,  be  continued, 
<*  The-n  I  am  to  blc»  myself  in  the  deer  thought 
dint  it  ix  not  because  you  rt;jcct  iny  lore  for  you 
that  you  Ibrbid  mc  to  speak  !  it  is  not  that  .  ,  ," 
but  here  hb  words  were  stoppeil  short  by  a  circuia> 
aiancu  thiit,  in  checking  them,  damped  too  the 
glow  of  tliai  ruprure  of  heart,  and  hurried   biiii 
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Tront  hn  momaiuirv  elvsium   bsck   u>   llto  dnrlt 
coiMctoasnett  of  his  rcnl  conditioti  and  lU  pcriU. 

Acroaa  the  ruj^cd  ami  narrow  putli,  then,  nliirli 
oor  hero  nntl  Gcrtriidc  were  ptmuing,  ihc  gnarled 
trunk  of  an  Im&t  and  ngnl  nak  protruded  itself, 
apoi)  the  lower  pnrt  itf  wliicit  tomethtng  kqit 
Capping  backirards  uiil  furwanJt  m  the  wind 
waved  it  ill  pnv«ii)g.  It  wtts  on  tlitit  side  nf  the 
w«y  nt)  which  Uriimore  wits,  and  was  not  tern  hx 
Oenrude,  inore  especially  as  we  have  described 
ber  bead  an  being  dronpcd  as  he  was  uttering  th« 
word<;  tii  her  ihat  hnd  just  (»caprd  him.  As  he 
was  speaking,  it  flapped  in  his  very  face,  and  sUtriled 
biro  as  he  looked  up  and  saw  tliat  it  was  a  lenf — 
not  of  il>e  tree — but  of  p«per;  in  fact,  s  lenf  it 
may  he  said  oat  of  the  book  of  Fntc  itxvlf,  ibc  first 
ominous  letters  of  which,  as  tliej:  mvt  him,  were 
those  dT  "  newAfiu."  A  thrill  of  horror  whot 
through  bis  frame,  and  ihou^th  he  had  presencu  of 
mind  enough  instantly  to  siiaich  down  the  placard 
(for  soeh  it  was)  an»I  convey  it  unseen  to  th«;  bn-nst 
pockrt  vf  hit  dress,  ret  so  startleil  and  conft>unch-d 
hud  h«  been  at  the  suddenness  of  the  warning;  (but 
untowardly  met  him  in  the  moment  of  happiness 
which  he  fancied  be  had  snatclivd  from  futc,  thnt 
his  Toice  faltered,  and  his  step  tottered;  while 
Gertriulc,  looking  up  in  his  fnce  with  alarm,  be~ 
trayiii  the  secret  of  that  rcluni  her  heart  mwle  to 
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OS  in  her  concern  for  him  the  cxcUiimcd 


'  W)u>t  is  it  ofTvcu  jNjo  ?  ore  jou  ill, — dear  Sir  ? 
K  wluit  con  I  do  for  .  .  ." 

ing — nolhing,  my  sweec  Gerinicle 
J,  rallyinj;  iw  »cll  nx  he  might,  and  endea- 
,«aniig  lo  regain  his  composure.  «  Merely  the 
^kct  of  the  extrcin«  hvat.     I  suppose  .  .  ." 

.  -  *  "  Ves  I  yes  I  you  arc  not  well, — the<-oloiir 
Mvcn  on  your  ch€«k.  Sit  down  on  tlie  bank 
(KTConenionient"  ..  .  And  crc  he  could  reply,  she 
fU  aiid  filled  a,  small  liorn>cup  which  she  carried 
vitb  iivr,  from  the  pure  lymph  of  a  little  torrent 
^t  nm  brawling  down  the  $tc«p  a  few  psccs  hir- 
llier  on,  chasing  its  way  from  tltu  nslural  basin 
whence  it  welled  »t  the  hill  summit,  and  winding 
In  a  thin  spiral  and  silvery  column  down  the  crag 
side,  ai  last  (lowed  sinooilily  onward  through  tho 
bflllow  below,  till  at  last  it  formed  the  bounthtry,  as 
m  remcrnt«r,  of  the  garden  of  the  Trareller'j  Rett.^ 

The  [K-riod  of  her  absence,  brief  as  il  was,  af> 
fyrAvA  Uenmore  time,  hovrever  hastily,  to  glance 
lyrer  the  placanl,  which  ran  as  followB : — 

■•rJOO  UEWARO. 

I- Whctcu,  iIm  aolorious  impottor  tuxl  former,  UuAtM,  I 
i  to  be  lutiinij  utwiil  iii  ilitgubr  in  ll>«  nc^hbootl 
"ick  ;  ihc  abotf  sum  will  I*  (i'en  (o  *iij  |>erMa  or  pn- 
itho  ihall  dclirtf  him  into  th*  bands  of  juslioe." 
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J  [c  luulily  crumpled  u))  the  paper  iti  his  Imnd, 
and  (Iinist  it  »^a  into  his  brca»t-pocke(  iw  he 
exdmimed,  '*  Is  it  so,  then  ?  Mike's  intelligence 
wtMm  I  fin>t  met  him  was  too  true  !  nnd  Utc  clanger 
is  utmlinf;  closer  and  cU»«rlotnvhauni.  .  .  .  What 
^all  I  ilo?  .  .  .  Uowcan  I  flj-  from  the  spot  where 
Gertrude  is — where  ali  llwt  make*  life  worth 
struf^ling  for,  I  mny  well  wiy,  cximi  in  licr?— 
espectallyt  loo,  wltcii  I  luid  Ji»t  wound  up  micco^ 
fully  this  nq^tiulioii  of  the  bean  with  her.  And 
Fenlon  too !  Pcrliaps  llieso  hkmd-bounds  are  nut 
quite  on  my  heels  yet.  .  .  .  ^'es,  yes;  ihey  niiut 
be.     1  mast  sec  Miku  agmn,  and  ask  him  wliat 


But  here  the  lovely  girl  n-tumtxl  witlt  hrr  tribute 
of  tlie  fresh  oool  flood,  sLtinlem  und  pum  in  its 
translucent  crystals  ss  hcrselfl 

"  Thank  you,  thank  yoa,  my  sweetest  Ger- 
trude !"  he  said  with  an  intenseness  and  sincerity 
of  Ei»:ling  he  liad  even  yet  scarcely  felt.  So  sen- 
sible was  lie  at  this  tnooteDt  in  particular,  lluil 
tliougb  a  whole  world  was  in  array  against  him  for 
the  sacrifice  of  his  lifu,  there  wot  uUI  oii«  beinj; 
that  (bit  for  him,  with  him, — tliere  was  yet  one 
that  loved  ami  dterisltud  bJm  t  "  Titank  you,  nty 
kind,  beloved  Gertrude  I  1  nm  better." 

"  Oh  t  1  nin  liappy,  very  hnppy  to  see  you  are 
wrll  again  ;  but  drink  tiiU  fresh,  cool  water,  it  will 
L  9 
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i-fcniii  voii  much ;  in  triiili,  (h<^  iirut  k  ^real." 
And  as  she  spokC)  Ik  look  the  cup  iiimI  drank,  ir 
merely  to  §uppori  the  impression  on  her  itiinii  (hat 
h«  had  sufFtfred  from  monifntury  in  disposition ; 
|]iotigl)|  in  truth  it  may  be  said,  he  wns  well  p)e;Hi!d 
lo  tuke  it  at  Iter  linnd»  ns  a  token  of  ber  return  of 
his  nlfcction,  nml  success  in  the  suit  which  he  had 
sucii  cogent  reasons  for  prcvniling  in.  And  now 
(hey  watkn)  on  ngitin,  itnd  lie  was  about  to  state 
to  her,  in  cotitinuntiuii  of  the  vrortls  which  we  liare 
xviinvswd  so  disnsitoittly  broken  off,  that — "  iu  all 
probitbiliiy,  circuinKtance«  n-ouUl  ohVige  him  to 
leave  ilie  village,  but  ibai  he  v«>nld  write  to  her  to 
join  him,  in  order  that  (hey  miglit  be  united  by 
tb«  Ixmds  of  the  ehurcli ;  with  muny  more  aati- 
rances  of  his  love  for  her."  But  nil  tlijtl  he  would 
luive  said  was  prvvenied  by  ilie  aitpearancc  of  a 
party  of  people  coming  iilong  ilie  Iluttermcrc  and 
Kctiwick  road  nenr  which  ihey  were,  nnd  which 
rendernt  it  prudent  for  Rcnmorc  to  »icp  tuidc 
more  into  the  fiistncsso  of  the  crag  behind.  Ger- 
trude, on  lier  part,  was  not  unwilling  to  bt*  nlonc, 
rather  than  be  seen  in  company  wi(h  "  the  gentle-j 
man,"  which  circumstance  would  have  awakened^ 
the  stupid  and  coarse  surmise  of  th«  group  that  now 
shortly  pawed  bcr.  This  turned  out  lo  be  com- 
poiwl  merely  of  a  pnriy  of  (nrmcrs  on  liorsehock 
on  their  way  m  the  cattk  fair  :il  Cockermouth ; 


JAMKS  HATFIELD. 


S31 


I 


and  some  of  (bcm  recognising  tlie  lovely  berd- 
mutrest,  grtewd  her  nOcr  ihoir  rude  fiisiiioa  us 
they  passed  her. 

"  ^^''hy,  blt^  us,  it'  yonder  be  not  ihe  Itnuty  of 
Buttenitere  I"  cried  one  worthy,  with  mouth  aitit 
eyes  alike  distended. 

**  Hah ;  Missis  Gertrude,  und  how  ijo  ye  ?" 
uttered  another ;  '■  aud  Imw  does  the  good  ihuiir, 
MissU  Wctlicrhy  ?" 

"  Pleasant  day.  Good  day  to  yc,  young  iMissis," 
iBidaihird.,Tuall  of  which  f^rt-^-tings  she  gave  her 
usual  kindly  rvplyi  an  hlu-  »milcil  to  witoess  thu 
oafish  stare  lliey  t-ucli  and  all  bestowed  on  her 
charms. 

Thi»  niHtic  otvotcatle  having  poswd,  ^c  vott- 
liuucd  her  wiiy  oloiig  the  hillocks,  while  Itenniort: 
having  now  descended  on  the  other  side  the  height, 
pnnHtM)  a  luirrow  and  devious  lane  ihnt  saddctily 
brought  him,  by  a  way  he  had  never  been,  to  tlM> 
villuge.  He  stood  at  the  tliresliold  o{  it,  irresolute 
whether  to  advance  or  retreat  sgiun  into  tite  wil- 
derness of  lite  rocks.  ..."  Perhaps  I  shall  see 
Mike,"  he  wild  to  himself,  "  if  I  proceed, — 1  will 
go  cautiously.  If  any  circumsuiuces  of  danger 
meet  me,  why  then  it  b  time  to  rctrcau  I  will 
venture  onwards,  for  I  am  not  prepareil  u>  quit 
<iertru4]e  ere  yet  I  have  imparted  to  her  all  1 
would  say.'*  .  .  .  Thus  reasoning  wiili  himself,  he 
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proceeded,  cautiously  looking  round  him,  iinttl 
now  lie  had  adrnticcd  bv  a  side  approach  to  ihv 
projecting  window  of  the  public  room  of  the  'I'ra- 
veller's  Itcst.  He  Kiokcd  wnrily  in — wlicn  liack 
liis  step  shrunk  as  if  n  serpent  liiul  been  suddenly 
detected  in  h'w  pnllii  nnd  but  just  in  time  to  avoid 
liis  stepping  mi  it  anil  arousing  its  hostility.  In 
a  word,  it  wi»  fortunate  for  liJm  hi-  hm\  exercised 
caution  in  his  adviuicej  for  but  a  {^am-c  nt  the 
person  he  had  perceived  (unseen  himself  happily) 
assured  him  that  the  hand  Uist  bad  fixe<I  titc  placard 
on  the  oak  trunk,  and  whicb  be  had  torn  from  it,  was 
)iot  far  off.  The  face  that  met  him  was  btil  seen 
in  profile,  as  Uie  pci-son  to  whom  it  belonged  sate 
with  his  hack  nearly  turned  from  U»e  window ; 
hut  a  gtance  of  that  profile  was  sufficient  for  the 
quick  vye  of  Renmore  to  enable  him  to  recognise 
his  deadliest  foe  and  persecutor.  Away  he  slirank 
Ironi  the  window,  nnd  retraced  his  steps  wiih  what 
.speed  ho  might  to  the  wimc  lone  and  rugged  path- 
way by  whtdi  be  tuu]  entered  llw  village.  He 
pursued  il»  windings  tliruiigl)  n  chasm  in  t]ie  crag, 
and  whidi  led  him  in  »  diftercnt  direction  lo  that 
by  which  he  had  come. 
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"  When,  mn  ilw  n^gti  raad,  m  Bud 
K«  Bpfanaii)  of  huntaa  kind ; 
No  Mm  or  niin.  If  alone  or  rock 
Seem  not  hif  haadf  wotb  Id  onock 

Moctcfy,  or  nxxlel  raugMj  bent. 
And  left  aaH  by  afihgutk*  itrtwn  * 

WoliiMwokTit. 


Br.KMORE  wandered  on,  tiiitil  lie  arrivei)  at  a 

kdrearj,  desolate  spot  beDeath  tlie  naked  lieight  of 

\a  cUfT  wboae  siika  were  full  of  dark  cavities,  ooca> 

hy  the  falling   away  of  mnsses  of  eartli. 

irge,  ut>coutli  slabs  of  rock  lay  atrewn  abottt, 

''their  barren   brows  tui\ed  with  wild  weeds  aiul 

bricra  tlut  waved  in  tlic  wind.     Tbis  wU<Iernie9s  of' 

rock  teotned  like  titc  waste  of  an  ancient  amphi. 

tieaire  in  ruin*.     It  was  n  savage  nod  forbidding 

and,  like  ))w  fortune  too,  awakening  only 

■lions  of  dtnrth  and  |>cril ;  and  while  yet  be 

occupied    with    tb«   gloomy  associations   it 
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owskviicJ, — and  liow  iie  was  tlriwn  to  iJiuii  the 
wolf  "  iiiim"  ill  wilils  born;ii  ami  forbidding  u 
tlint  before  liim, — lit:  wits  stititk-d  ul  xuddvii)}'  wit- 
nessing emerge  fruni  tlie  nx-k-side)  or  niilier  gruw 
■Kit  of  tlie  rock,  a  giiunt  and  pallitl  form,  as  if 
itself,  too,  of  stone.  It  was  a  ver^  denizen  of  the 
vrilderncia,  and  a  btrtli  of  stone !  It  stood  weird 
and  loiiely  amutM  ihe  snvnge  umiu  of  broken 
nuuues  of  rock,  and  motioned  Reninore  lo  foJlow 
it,  as  it  advanced  to  a  rti<Ie  door  opening  into  one 
of  tliosc  cavities  or  recesses  in  the  ciiif-sidc  already 
mentioned.  Our  bero,  tbougli  nut  much  given  to 
superstition,  could  scarcely  ut  the  moiiMiil,  and  to 
the  turbid  state  in  which  his  mind  was,  believe 
thai  what  he  saw  wan  iMit  »ii  ajiparition.  (le  stood 
motionless  and  examined  it.  It  wared  its  hand, 
and  beckoned  to  him  to  follow  it  into  (he  aperture, 
or  cavern-mouth.  Tlie  dimness  of  the  light  did 
not  permit  him  to  scan  the  features  of  tlic  figure, 
which  looked  yei  more  gaunt  and  vast,  just  as 
objects  appear  enlarged  through  twilight.  Unwil- 
ling to  give  way  to  any  suggestions  of  alarm,  n*Br- 
ronied  by  the  consideration  that  this  figure  might  bv 
that  of  some  enemy  who  was  about  to  cntni)i  him,— 
he  followed  ihv  movemenls  of  (he  phnniom  nither 
tlian  man,  till  he  »aw  it  enUT  ihruugh  ihoxe  murky 
jaws  of  the  aperture.  He  posse*)  that  tlim  ihre»hol(l 
of  rock  :  and  there,  by  the  light  of  a  small,  iron- 
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aunutl  Luitp,  he  boltdd  vutuling  uti  tlic  opiKnito 

ie  of  u  (able,  ooiiMitutcd  of  one  solid  »lah  of 
sioiit,  tlie  soiiiewhal  "  questionable  8hn]>e"  uf  tlt« 
ftiicieot  numner ;  for  siicti  the  "  phootom-deuiien" 
of  this  wilderness  turned  out  to  be. 

"  And  you  bare  lingered  thus  long  about  tlw 
ptvctncU  of  this  spot  after  tl»c  warning  I  whi*- 
pered  iu  your  ear  on  my  first  meeting  you  tin  Uie 
sununit  of  tliat  very  cliff  that  towers  above  u»,"  ((or 
it  was  (here  Renmorc  had  ntet  ilii-  geologist  and 
old  Mike.)  "  1  do  not  often  sp<»k  my  wnmin)!* 
ihtu  in  vsin  !"  AikI  the  coiinteiuuici-  of  the  aged 
■eer,  for  such  lie  sTCm«)  to  be,  wore  a  mixed  look 
of  reproof  and  sorrow  lu  he  itpoke. 

"  No,  indeed  !"  replied  Itenniore;  "  your  wurn- 
iog,  so  far  from  being  lost  on  me,  has  excited  my 
constant  and  pwnful  vigilance.  1  iniU-ed  have  this 
day  learned  how  true  it  was !" 

"  And  do  you  hesitate  lo  Hy  from  tltis  dangerous 
xput  ?     Do  you  ycl  sport  on  die  brink  of  faic  ?" 

*•  I  should  long  ago  have  doubtleu  listened  to 
your  warning,  but  tltat  circum&ianocS)  fct-Ungs, 
affecttuna  perhaps  which  1  could  not  altogether 
control,  have  held  mc  back.  But  1  have  l>eeu 
taught  this  day  lliat  any  longer  deUy  is  dangerous 
— may  be  falnl — and  yet  I  am  scarcely  preparetl 
to  quit  this  spot  so  abruptly ;  there  is  one  I  would 
l3 


Iuiv«  wisbcti  yet  u>  have  seen,  and  spoken  but  a 
word  to,  crc  i  liastcacd  away." 

<*  And  think  you  1  knew  not  the  spell  that  has 
had,  Mid  »till  hts,  power  to  combat  my  warnings 
for  your  safety  ?  Think  you  tlie  searching  cyu  of 
old  Mike  has  iwt  seen  you  wlicn  you  lcii»t  thought 
be  was  watching  your  movemeiiu,  loitering  awny 
the  moments  in  the  sunshine  of  that  fiiUil  be«uty 
ihal  charms  you  to  your  doom  ?...." 

*'  What )  Gertrude  betray  me?"  hastily  inter- 
1  Ilcnmore. 

**  No,  no  I  I  meant  not  that,  ^e  is  of  too 
noble,  too  pure,  too  generous  a  spirit  to  harboor  a 
tlwught  of  perfidy  or  meimness.  It  is  yoa  who 
would  betray  yourself.  As  for  Gertrude,  sbu  loves 
ymi  too  well  I" 

"  Then  any  danger,  any  doom,  were  lightcDcd 
of  its  suffering  if  I  thought  tluit  Ger-tniile  woald 
feu!  ibr  me.  But  Ihiw  know  you  that  i^he  l»vt» 
me?" 

<'  Have  I  not  seen  her  on  die  hill  widi  her  herd, 
when  you  were  not  as  usual  by  her  sidi-,  cast  many 
a  wistful  glance  to  the  spot  where  jou  were  wont 
to  approach?  ....  And  this  is  the  girl  wboae 
destinies  vou  are  about  to  involve  in  tlic  terror  of 
your  own  t"  And  his  accents  trembled  ux  he  spoke, 
in  a  mingled  tone  of  rutlifulnc»s  and  regret. 
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"  Old  mnn,  »peak  1cm  in  thcM:  dork  and  fearful 
riddles  I  I  uDdcretotul  yoa  not  I  I  would  lay  down 
my  life  fur  Gertnulc  I — and  Utv  (food-wijl  you  shew 
lowimis  n>c  were  unwortliily  tfiiieruiiicd  in  mj  be- 
lulf,  if  I  were  capable  of  doing  au^t  to  endanger 
so  raucb  loreljnesa  and  innocence  t" 

"  It  were  in  vain  to  cxpluin  myself  furtlier  lo 
yoU|  since  I  well  perceive  you  cannot  relinqui&li 
her.  ....  I  cannot  alter  cither  the  tendency  of 
your  destinies  or  your  love  for  her " 

<<  My  deninio  I  I  iindcntiand  you  I  Con  I  do 
otlKmise  than  su|>po«:,  al'ter  tluu  dreary  warning 
you  f^ve  me  on  my  first  meeting  you,  that  you 
tignified  any  other  ihun  my  own  futrs  in  those 
of  that  child  which  your  late  narrative  portmywl 
K>  fewfully  'r 

"  If  that  narrative  bean  a  true  rtkrvnoe  to 
yourself)"  rc|>lie«)  the  old  mariner,  solemnly,  "a^uld 
you  iwt  be  involving  her  in  your  own  peril  'f" 

"Jf  It  he  true  V  exclaimed  Henmore.  "  Forgive 
me,  Mike,  if  I  speak  somewhat  impatiently.  I  am 
sen&iblc  of  the  concern,  the  goodwill  you  express, 
and  have  manifctiisd  towards  me-,  but  am  I  lo 
place  implicit  credence  in  a  laic  which  the  world 
wotiUl  but  account  as  the  birth  of  so  much  vain 
and  fond  superstition  i" 

"  You  say" — replied  the  old  man,  calmly,  and 
more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger  ot  what  he  considered 


ssa 


ADVENTURES  OF 


tins  *' iiifatuatitMi"  of  tiw  cunipunion — *'  You  any 
that  ycHi  have  this  day  had  reason  (o  And  my 
warning  true;  and,  yet,  the  hlindness  of  your  at- 
tavhmeiii,  while  it  would  willingly  lead  you  to 
huperursafety,  if  only  for  tlie  sake  of  Gertrude,  still 
suggests  to  you  that  my  fears  for  your  doom  may 
be  all  unfounded  and  visionary.  .  .  .  And  so,  il 
seems,"  he  conlinu«d,  after  a  pause,  "  j-ou  liavc  at 
length  cncouniCFcd  your  uiemy?  You  have  seen 
Quandisli  ?     You  liave  seen  tltc  preacher  i" 

"  Seen  Quundish  ! — seen  die  preacher  !"  ex- 
claimed lUnniorc,  in  surprise.  No,  I  have  twt 
seen  him, — ]  have  itev<:r,  indeed,  seen  him  I  Would 
that  it  had  been  the  pix-achcr  and  no  other  tliai  I 
saw  !  In  a  word,  it  was  my  deadliest  foe  I  cumc 
in  sight  of;  but  I  shrunk  Uick  »peulily  and  unseen 
by  htm  ;  and  in  my  retreat  from  the  village  I  tlius 
found  my  way  at  length  hither." 

Old  Mike  looked  at  him  with  a  smile  of  incre- 
dulity, as  he  shook  his  head  and  replied—*'  Did 
I  not  tell  you.  in  my  Fir^l  linicly  warning  to  you. 
to  beware  of  lite  seeming  lmrnile»  gtUM;  under 
which  religion  might  cloak  the  wonvt  uf  guile  luid 
malice?  Your  bitterest  be,  tlie  being  you  taw 
and  shrank  from  this  day,  was  ilie  preacher — was 
Quandish,  and  no  other  .'" 

''Impossible!  or  dwelling  here  at  tlio  spot,  aa 
he  doCK,  I  surely  mutt  have  seen  him  ere  this." 
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"  He  luis  lieva  ahoeut  rruni  (l»c  (irxt  day  yoa 
vmn  l>ere  uutil  now,  Hcarciitiig  fc»r  yttu  «  nnv  u 
Keswick,  where  be  Ucenied  you  to  Iw :  but  if  jou 
doubt  it,  follow  mc,  anil  I  irill  aSbrd  yciu  an 
opportunity  of  iwccrtatning  ibc  iruili  witlwut 
ciitUngvring  yourself." 

So  saying;,  the  ulil  mariner  KU<l(knly  ruae  from 
his  seat,  and  extinguishing  tltc  flickering  wan  ray 
of  the  lamp,  as  lie  had  now  reuchcd  die  ihrcslwlil 
of  the  cuvcnii  he  strode  forth,  pliantooi-like,  onoe 
more  upon  tlic  rocJt-Mrrwn  wildcrnc»»,  folhiwed  by 
our  hero,  in  the  dirvctiuii  ulliinsiely  of  die  Tillage-, 
witli  mingled  feelings  of  curiouty  and  apprehension. 
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CHAPTER  XV, 


"  I  mini)  «yBt  will  rir*i  to  hii  t»<X, 
Aiidaftor,  wewill  botli  out  juJguxnU  join 
III  ceiisuit  or  liU  aevmiiig.'* 


The  way  was  long  and  devious  which  tlie  old 
mnriiicr  took,  oocl  the  &cene  was  now  clod  in  the 
twilight-grey  mantle  of  evening.  As  ihcy  pro- 
coodcdt  the  cdhvcrsation,  on  iho  part  of  Rt-nmore, 
nnturally  recurred  to  lite  pariictilurs  of  Mike's 
nnrrativc,  and  which  led  to  certnin  i]i»closure9  ns 
to  tlic  pareniage  of  our  hero,  which  the  circum- 
stances of  our  story  do  not  as  yet  permit  us  to  un- 
fold. Stiffii,;c  it  to  sny,  he  had  fully  elicited  from 
Mike  thitt  his  surmise  was  ivot  unfouiidetl ;  that  the 
talc  of  his  own  destinies  was  recoriled  in  tlioae  of 
the  child  of  the  narrative  and  its  '*  charmed  life." 

The  approach  to  the  vtlUge,  to  which  they 
DOW  came,  was  (in  the  present  direction)  tlirough 
a  small  n'ood,  or    copsci  of  Scotch  firs,    which 
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bcitnl  llic  slope  oftbc  ()»ceiit  by  wliich  Mike  and 
our   hero   pursued   their   ofuiiious   vmy.     H«viag 
dtrotigh  this  belt  of  6rs,  lh<'y  fiiuml  iti«iif 
'wires  on  a  fair  tuuS  rcrdant  glmlc,  skirted  on  eidicr 
side  by  avenues  of  lime,  Scotch  lir,  horsc-chcsnui, 
and  yew  trees.    At  the  end  of  tlu:  j^lnde  tltcir  mm 
were  salotcd  by  the  sound  of  a  deep  HononniH  voicd 
,  Bs  of  one  lioldiii^  forth  to  a  multitude ;  aiHl  on  tJieir 
now   turning  round  Uie  corner  of  tJic  glade,  by 
which  atteas  was  afford(^d  u  ihit  end  of  it  to  the 
tviUage,  they  came  to  n  sqaaiv  brick  building  wiUi 
doors,    whence  they  perceived    the  sound 
I'hcy  both  stupp«'d  for  a  moment  to 
listen  more  DitentiTcly  to  the  purport  of  |]ie  wordu 
flittered,  and  were  at  little  loss  to  discover  that  diey 
lliou:  of  a  diMcnung  prencltcr;  while  the  ill- 
ting  square  pile  of  brick  wm  ilie   temple  of 
wliich  be  was  jxnUifix  maximiu. 

Uenmore  had  scarcely  listened  a  moment  to  the 
vgjoe  helbre  he  started  and  expressed  to  Mike,  in 
an  earnest  yet  onder-totvc,  "  1  could  wager  RHiney 
ttoony  amount  that  1  kitow  thnt  voice '.  .  .  .  True  I 
:  was  the  voice  I  heard  tborily  after  my  limi  nrrival 
with  Dr.  Etuliiile  at  the  Traveller's  Ileal.  7'hey  icdd 
me  il  was  tlie  preacher's." 

*'  M'hcther  it  were  tlic  preacher's  or  any  one's 
else,  it  was  phun,  no  doubt,  you  knew  it  dicn  ;  anil 
ao  3-0U  seem  to  know  it  now.      If  you  knew  tltc 
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voice,  what  say  you  to  looking  in  at  tlie  door,  aod 
seeing  if  you  know  the  fac«?  You  may  do  it 
unpcTvcivctl  by  crouchinj;  bvliind  mc" 

So  saying,  Mike  entered  ih«-  foldini;  doors,  whicli 
unfonuiiutcly  llitpped  back  with  a  loud  xlani  a»  lie 
\  passed  tliem,  inlending  lo  liold  tli«ni  open  with  bis 
hands,  »oasioadmit  his  companion  tvithout  any  noise. 
Hic  congregation  being  ull  intent  on  tlic  oracl« 
bcfui^  tlieiit,  woultl  have  builgvil  not  nil  inch  iior 
turned  round  a  brow  or  bonnet  lo  see  wlio  entered, 
had  it  not  been  for  this  untoward  accident  of  tlie 
slamming  of  tlic  folds,  oa-asioncd  by  ihdr  slipping 
from  Mike's  hand.  In  doing  this,  tlic  attmlion  of 
the  (broiig  was  cidlod  to  the  door,  and  not  only  to 
this  ctrcnmManc«,  but  to  tlie  unusual  appcnrsnre  in 
»uch  u  place  of  tlie  weird  iimrincr.  All  licadt 
were  now  involimlarily  tunted  round  u>  tlw  man 
of  "  niarvcl  and  of  niysiery,"  while  ilie  more  godly 
of  the  audience  felt  certain  qualms  uf  dU(|uielude, 
veiy  similar  to  such  as  might  be  cxpvclcd  to  arise 
Bl  tlK  nppcanuioc  of  an  crU  spirit  on  the  boly 
ground  wliEHi  it  profaned;  for  scarcely  other 
than  this  was  Mike  accouiiied  by  the  ntore  s(i[i«r- 
stiliou»  in  the  place,  of  whicti  Ixxly  die  cutigrefEa- 
tton  now  met  together  was  mure  particularly  made 
up.  Mike  did  nol  at  all  admire  the  accident  which 
had  pruvokcil  attcniioii  where  he  liad  so  much  de- 
sired to  avoid  it,  and  turned  hastily  round,  as  he 
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whupercd  to  li&oompaniooaottodclay,bat  lullow 
trim  uut  uf  iIh;  cliapcl  imnH-diutcly. 

Ilis  words  wvrv  licard,  iadei-d,  by  Rcnroore,  but 
widi  an  utter  mxbility  fur  llic  niuiiicnt  to  niuvn 
rram  the  >put.  A  singular  spcclJiclc  prcawiitEd  it- 
wir  l»  lti«  atMlivncci — ibe  tye$  uf  tli«  preucber 
iiiid  Ucniiuire  were  fixed  mutually  on  oike  aiioiliur 
in  earnest  gaze,  wbile  die  wtti-ds  of  the  former  liad 
been  stopped  sbort,  as  il  were  by  some  sudden  and 
unaccountable  cnu$c  and  hung  suspended  on  his 
tongue  ns  liv  stood  spell-bound  and  fixed  in  his 
scrutiny  of  diis  new  miid  unexpected  visiiani  of  tbo 
ilii>M:iiling  temple,  llviiinorc  wiix  the  first  to  n> 
cover  from  Htc  turprvM  by  which  he  hod  been 
OTerpowered,  and  «r«  thv  preacher  could  also 
recover  himself  and  IiihI  the  use  of  sjieeeh  againt 
Renmore  tiad  vanished,  ittid  was  now  tbllowing  in 
dit:  wake  of  old  Mike. 

Tbe  first  words  )te  uttered  la  hii  oumponioa 
were  in  a  quick  and  anxious  voices  **  You  havB 
indeed  spoken  Inily.  But  wiw  should  have  ima- 
gined that  the  man  I  druiukil  sliould  luivv  taken 
litis  guise,  or  disguise  rather,  uf  a  dissenting 
preacher  ?  1  need  not  say  he  is  one  a»<l  tbe  some 
wttli  die  person  1  saw  to-day.  I  have  seen  my 
bitterest  enemy  in  tiiis  preacher :  and  what  is  worse, 
was  seen  too  plainly  by  bim  I" 

"  j\y  !  It  was  a  small  accident,  hut  likely  tu  do  a 
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grent  mncliief,  that  Blamniiiig  of  the  doors  jtut  at 
the  moment  when  the  band  of  fate  should  have 
heid  them  still  as  tlte  gates  of  death  when  once 
closed  on  tlic  comer  that  enters  them  t  ...  It  was 
to  be !— it  wRs  to  be,  1  sttppoee  !"  said  the  old  man 
as  be  strode  forward,  now  trying  to  keep  pace  in 
tuni  wilh  Ken  more,  who  before  Iwul  folio  wi.'d 
tlie  track  of  Mike  from  hi«  kuhic  ecU  "  haad  patH- 

"  What  ?  you  have  secti  now  enough  to  conviooc 
you,"  said  the  old  miin,  "  tbiit  Mike  wax  not  mis- 
taken !  I  suspected,  nay,  I  was  certain,  tbat  this 
was  the  man  from  whom  the  liand-lnllti,  promixiofr 
the  *  Kcwnrd'  I  mentioned  to  you  on  our  Aral 
meeting,  were  diHtribut<.-<l  ut  Keswick.  He  thought, 
doubtless,  the  (►bjcct  of  his  search  was  ihero." 

**  So  I  was  before  I  canw  to  this  spot,"  replied 
Kcnniorc,  anxiously ;  "  and  here  I  have  seen  iw 
one  till  tliix  day  who  couki  excite  my  alarm." 

"  And  be  till  ttib  moment  has  seen  no  one  who 
has  given  him  so  much  foul  joy  to  behold  as  your- 
aelf!  Did  I  not  tell  you,  I  sny  again,  when  we 
first  met,— did  I  not  tell  you  to  beware  an  enemy 
ondcrtliis  guise  of  religion  ?  A  fugitive  from  jiutioe 
no  Ipra  thuD  yourself,  h«  has  in  this  feigned  charac- 
ter taken  up  his  quarters  ut  this  spot,  and  silently 
viewed  all  things,  while  himself  has  escaped  the 
molestation  of  the  world  uiKler  the  privilege  of  the 
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sancUtnonioiti  cnlltnf*  Ix  hta  luloptcd.  t  ntspectcd 
all  tliis  of  him,  kiiuvring  liis  characicr  as  I  du), 
■race  I  remarked  tlie  '  Reward'  ilint  appeared  ui 
Keswick  always  followeilihis  man's  track  !  I-'urEori 
WHS,  loo.  at  the  spot  lie  passed  through  previously 
ID  reaching  Keswick  ! — A  *  reward  placanl'  wa» 
put  up  there  nbo  by  him." 

"  Ay,  ay ;  no  tlotibt  tte  ha«  followed  my  track, 
and  lins  iww  come  up  wiih  me  in  tlie  very  quarUr 
where  he  leuu  expected  to  Tiud  me,  for  I  Iwul  left 
a  false  direction  as  to  my  movements  al  llie  plnoe 
where  t  stopped  at  Keswick.  'Iliis  pm-aulion, 
doul>llc»,  on  my  port,  Icil  him,  to  fortunutely  lor 
me,  to  return  to  Keswick  to  bunt  for  me  all  this 
wbiic; — meantime  1  had  proceeded  hitlicr  under 
s  new  alias  ur  title." 

**  And,  in  trutli,  so  well  (luffQised,  I  Mbmikl 
scarcely  have  known  you  again,  titough  it  was  not 
l<M))2;  Hiloe  1  oonreyed  you  in  my  boat  from 
llavenglftBi." 

*'  But  this  Quandisb,"  interposed  Iteninorc,  "  as 
he  calb  himself,  has  need  of  disguise  no  leas  ihau 
myself,  only  he  athls  the  infamy  of  betrayal— of 
treachery — to  ttuit  of  crime.  'I1tc  clonk  of  religion 
b  indeed  a  stron<;  and  safe  one  under  which  to 
impoM  on  the  worh)  I  .  .  .  Singular  llint  while 
he  was  in  pursuit  of  me,  and  my  forerunner  too, 
in  originally  settling  himself  al  this  spot,  clianix' 


diould  hare  clirccteil  us  boib  in  lodiiag  Tor  a  re- 
IKol  to  one  Knd  iIm:  snniG  goal  !" 

"  It  wus  to  be  t  it  wns  to  be  T'  niutb;ro(]  Mtkv ; 
while  Keiiniorc  coiitliiiKt) — "  Nor  bitt  tlii«  '  ticmi 
who  hu9  tukeii  lilt;  li-iur's  cowl,'  at  llio  old  ImJIttU 
has  it,  remained  on  tltts  spot  wlely  with  a  view  lo 
eluding  jiiMice,— or  saving  hiniaelf  by  betraving 
me, — but  he  has  cast  his  '  evil  eye'  on  that  crea- 
ture of  light  and  beauty,  Oei-trtide, — to  lliink  of 
tlutt  1 .  . 

..."  Ay  ;  encouraged,  too,  by  her  mother, 
who)Fe  wenknesg  he  has  thus  taken  lulvanbtgc  of  to 
induce  ber  to  aid  his  suit.  Alas  I  a]a§  >  if  the  thirsl 
for  lucre  at  present  urges  hint  thus  Imtly  to  yield 
i^yoo  up  and  claim  the  reward  held  forth  to  the 
paltry  accomplice  and  betrayer,  as  the  'price  of 
blood,'  what  think  you  he  will  not  attempt  in 
order  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  your  life,  when  he 
learns  how  dangerous  a  rival  be  |>o«se£scs  in  you  tat 
regards  his  suit  with  GerlrudeV" 

'*True,  triiel  I  expect  htUe  quarter; — tliough, 
were  I  out  of  the  way, — ^Imd  1  never  st«n  Ger- 
trude, or  possessed  (as  I  triis-l  I  do)  hor  affections, — 
of  all  men  she  would  be  disinclinctl  to  li»len  to 
biiD !  At  any  rate,  tliis  reflection  will  br  some 
consolation  to  me,"  crie<I  Renmorc,  with  the  true 
feelings  of  a  lover,  in  which  all  ihuitgliLi,  lor  (be 
flioincnt,  of  the  danger  that  bcMl  him  were  lost. 
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To  Utc  sense  of  ilib,  however,  be  was  speedily  re- 
cnlkcl  b^  Mike,  whtn-icclfiimccl — 

"  Anil  now  ];n«i  have  been  rcnilvred  certain  a; 
to  the  ilnn^rroiis  prewiicc  of  your  enemy,  whither 
are  you  about  tu  fly? — for  ioloia>rnny  longer  )i«re 
Were  tnaclncn  f" 

"  <ln«  mocncnt,"  replietl  Rcnmore, — "  one  mo- 
nent  only,  to  take  l«aTe  of  Gennide  T 

Nay,  one  tnomcni  may  Ije  too  long — may 
rend«r  the  leave  yon  wuuld  take  of  Gennide 
longer  than  it  were  ptcasunt  to  look  fomranl  lo  I 
Anything  time  you  wotitd  wiy  tn  her,  comtnil  to 
me.  She  piuHCit  with  lier  heni  by  Hiy  ceil  ofwn 
and  often.     Her  caine  nIuiII  be  dear  to  me  a*  your 

rown. 

"  It  is  my  own !"  exclaimed  Utc  lorer,  pjLvtion- 
aldy.  "  Forgive  nw,  Mike,"*  lie  continued,  '*  for 
iliis  mfili  delay ;  but  were  I  even  in  tlio  very  jaws 
of  dealh,  I  could  not  pass  thai  thrtshnld," — nnd  he 
looked  as  he  t^ke  townrds  the  Trnrcllcr's  Rest. 
Dppcffiie  which  tliey  )tad  imw  nrr)vt.-d,— "  witlKiut 
telling  her  once  more  how  I  low  her I 

L.main  to  «ny  it  vrould  be  inipnulent  lu  hurry  from 
thei^t  thus  luutily,  wiibout  making  any  excuse 
as  to  the  suddenness  of  my  movcmentfi.  Go  on, 
my  good  Mike;  I  will  follow  you  by-«nd-by  to 
your  cell." 

But  all  be  might  say  could  dTed  little  in  con- 
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viiicini;  Mike,  who  tnuiteretl  lo  himself,  "  niindly 
tliiu  argues,  in  Uig  face  of  his  own  safety,  ilie  man 
whom  destiny  marks  for  its  %-ictim  !  The  very 
means  of  escape  olfeml  liim  ara  rejected  ! — the 
very  step  he  tliinks  liarinless  or  secure  is  the  faliU 
one  by  which  he  pns«i.'s  to  de^iruclJcHi !  .  .  .  . 
Well,  well." 

So  laying,  old  Mike  loitered  for  a  kliort  time 
ouuide  the  porch  of  the  hostelrie,  as  if  kx>king 
kbout  him,  to  see  if  any  persons  were  approaching 
the  spot,  when  he  WMidered  on,  communing  with 
himself,  till  hi»  form  was  at  length  lost  in  ilie  even- 
ing shadows. 

lleiimore,  menniime,  had  entered  the  hostelrie ; 
when,  who  should  present  hiiiiM-lf  to  his  view  but 
Iwnc&t  .lock  again,  the  carrier'.t  num,  who,  pci^ 
petually  puling  and  repassing  at  he  wn»,  "  looked 
in"  at  the  Trawller's  llest  as  often  a*  lie  found  he 
had  anything  to  spend  at  its  bar.  To  oUier\-e  him, 
a  person  would  have  imagined  at  present  tliat  at 
least  be  was  umlcTgoing  a  labour  ctiual  to  timt  of 
carrying  a  couple  of  hcuvi,-  portmanteaus;  but  no 
such  thing.  The  subject  of  his  perplexity  was  of  a 
very  diflerent  nature,  tliuugh  apparently  one  quite 
as  embarraeing  to  poor  Jock !  In  a  word,  he 
was  empkiyed  in  reading  aloud  to  himself,  witlt 
stnring  eyes  and  mouth  wide  open,  a  paper  wliicl), 
being  headetl  wiUi  the  ominous  words,  *'  One  bun- 
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dred  guJaeas  reward,"  will  reodlljr  be  recofrni»cd  as 
another  plncnrd,  plncctl  where  it  was  br  llie  hand 
of  Quandish,  on  the  occiuion  of  bis  being  wit- 
nessed by  our  henx,  nt  an  earlier  part  of  the  daj, 
f  Bitting  in  the  wiiulow-»eai  of  thv  public  room. 
Uow  Hpeedily  Renroore  tuid  withdrawn  his  uep 
will  be  rcniLinbered :  while  the  p«eu<lo-prencl>er 
being  thtn  Again  at  the  hosielnc.  In  order  to  make 
tiHjiiiries  of  its  landlady  relative  In  her  distingutuht:*! 
wiu  doomed  once  more  to  disappointmcnl, 
since  dtat  worthy  dnmc  )ind  gone  to  spend  the  day 
with  some  friendly  ^usipx  in  a  neighbouring  vil- 
lage, and  was  tKit  even  yet  relumed.  Atxronlingly, 
Quandioh  had  contented  hiniMir  with  putting  up 
llw  placard  in  the  entrance  posmge,  niH  Oir  fioin 
ibe  door;  alter  whidi  b«  relreM«d  to  hi»  abode 

■r  th«  dUscnting  diapel  al  the  utltcr  en«l  of  ihe 
vill^;r. 

But  to  return  to  Jock.  Now,  our  Toudislone 
not  being  too  much  of  a  "scholar,"  road  the  paper 
with  surprising  dcliberatcncss  of  enunciation,  as  if 
he  had  been  spelling  the  words ;  thus—"  One — 
h u n  — <1  red — One  h u twl retl— ahem  — G iii  nf  nritt 
rc-ward  .  .  .  ."  And  item  he  mndo  a  pauaci  whll* 
his  eye  glancing  o^er  the  rest,  he  exclaimed, 
"  Wboy,  now!  if  (hb  l»en*t  ilie  very  paper  I've 
«eea  theM  doien  times  in  Keswick  T 

"  So  it  is '"  said  a  person,  in  a  tone  of  indifier- 


ADVESTITIES  OF 


cnwt  IIS  111!  came  up  nml  pretcnclcd  to  inspect  i(. 
*<  PrJ)  !  suppose  we  iiglit  oiir  pipes  with  it,  ch, 
Jock  ?  what  say  voii,  my  friend  ?"  AnJ  h«rc  ihc 
clown,  on  turning  round.  recogniHctl  Ins  fonncr 
Iienefuctor  and  ctnjiloycr,  "  tlic  CoJoncI,"  wlio  tmdc 
him  forthnilh  go  and  onU-r  hiiiMelfn  pnt  nnd  pipe, 
while,  with  his  iisitiil  liberuiiiy,  he  crfussnl  his  linrd 
band  with  n  Mxpenc<-  m  drink  hi.t  lieullh. 

"  And  thai  I  will,"  rc-plinl  Jock,  "irnd  thiink 
your  luHinnr;"  and  accordingly,  with  auiidry  ac- 
compli-dieil  cniiniry  wnpes  of  (he  1^,  and  "  awk- 
wardly griiti^rul''  salams  with  the  hand,  Jock  lost 
no  time  in  adjourning  lo  (hat  Costalia  a(  rustic 
impirniion — the  iii|)-roum.  Ueiiinorc,  in  s;|)itc  of 
ihnt  «xih)e&«  in  action  wlikh  charade ri iced  him  so 
t^niineiktly,  as  we  sliall  by-ancl-by  more  fully  wil- 
ness,  naturally  enough  l«ll.  nevertheless,  certain 
apprcliensions  !cs(  the  "  hue  and  cry"  sI»ohI<I  hj»re 
t>een  raised  after  hinu«lf  within  tlic  precincts  of 
ihe  liostclric  at  the  period  when  lie  had  wilncued 
Qttandish  there  that  day.  Ardent  ns  was  his  desire 
to  see  Gertrude,  liU  «ep  yti  lu'sitnlMl,  as  he  pro- 
ceeded to  seek  Iter,  at  tlw  ilinufrhl  arose  that,  tn 
cue  Miy  such  alarm  as  he  apprehended  lintl  been 
given,  be  at  present  mifijhl  be  a  stigmuti/ed  and 
denounced  {>er^o»,  and  an  object  of  lier  reproach, 
and  avoiilarice  too,  a«  well  as  of  others.  He  stood 
irresolute  for  a  brief  period :  at  one  mon>ent  be 
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he  had  fblloweil  Mike's  aJiriccand  fled;  M 
ittK>l)Mrr  he  was  (leicrin*ui«d  to  know  the  wont ; 
which  wont  Witt,  u>  hitn,  wlicthcr  ui,y  suspicion,  u 
r(^;artk«l  himi^lf,  hiul  reiwhn)  ihc  rars  of  Ger- 
trude. Who  was  to  inform  htm  ?  l^HKild  he  Mck 
out  one  of  the  domestics?  (for  Mrs.  Wethcrhv  hirr- 
self  bad  fortunately  been  away  all  day,  as  already 
stated)  or  Gertrnde. 

*'  No!"  he  said  to  himself;  "  if  I  moile  inquiric» 
of  either  the  domeatks  or  tlie  laodlady,  luid  rIm- 
t>eeD  at  hom^*,  t  should  be  courting  iiuspieiun,  sup* 
pofiDg  notliinf;  yet  has  been  said  a^innt  me.  Aiid 
though  Gertrude  wotild  be  unwilling  lo  «u<tpevt 
me,  uf  all  persons,  of  being  die  notorious  Hatfield, 
yet  I  should  rather  defer  a  rencontre  with  her, 
QDtll  I  am  more  ^at»hetl  that  I  can  approach  tier 
witli  a  conlidciice  of  her  being  free  from  all  sua- 
picion  of  tiie  man  wlm  iit  devoieal  lo  her,  aod  to 
wliose  Httachmi'nl  xhc  mp'>n<ls."  ....  So  say- 
ing, lie  lurnctl  back  from  the  door  of  her  silting- 
roonf,  which  wm  a  little  lower  down  on  the  oppo- 
ntv  tide  of  the  paaaage  to  that  on  which  her 
Rtoiher's  "sanctum"  was,  and  was  proceeding  nut 
at  tlw  porch,  when  Gertrude  henclf  issuetl  from 
her  room,  attired,  as  we  have  at  an  earlier  stage  of 
our  story  represented  her,  in  her  eventide  gear. 
Slie  luid  heard  the  hand  of  some  one  on  die  lock 
of  the  door ;  ibcre  whs  no  eacaping  an  inlcrricw. 
vou  I.  M 
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"  Is  it  you,  i>ir?"  lihe  said,  as  licr  coiiiiittnancti 
beaiiied  with  modest  plcnsure  at  setinj;  him  thus 
unexpectedly.  *'  Did  you  require  a»yihii)g  ?  were 
you  looking  for " 

"  For  you !  for  you !  my  lovely  Gcnrude  !"  ex- 
claimed Itmmore,  witli  nil  a  lover's  impatience 
nnd  joy.  Her  miinnur  and  tlic  tone  of  lier  in- 
(juiry  hiul  compktely  restored  him  lo  cunridencc,  as 
lie  felt  that  lAu!  a\  any  rate  lind  yet  reoeiveil  no 
tntclii^eiice  that  might  ocoutioii  her  to  n^ptrd  him 
with  ni)  iiltered  eye.  Meuniimi^  he  iliuughl  he 
would  venture  a  litiie  funber  in  ijuietin);  hisappn:- 
licn*iotis,  le»t  »]ie  shouki  have  seen  the  placard 
lately  in  the  passage. 

"  You  have  BCcn  no  paper,  have  ynu,  Gertrude, 
lying  about?"  and  here  he  prelendeil  to  he  looking 
about,  as  if  in  search,  as  be  held  lite  candle  over 
the  fl<M>r. 

"  Did  you  drop  it  here?"  the  replied,  uncon- 
'sdonsly,  as  slie  abo  joined  in  (he  search. 

"Yes:  somewhere  in  the  passage  here;"  and 
he  continued,  as  tltough  searching. 

^  No:  1  have  seen  no  pu|K>r  lUall;  but  I  will 
inC|uire  of  the  ccrvaiiu " 

"  Oh  no,  oh  no,  love  V  replied  Renmore,  in- 
lerpoeing;  "it  is  here,  I  declare;  it  was  s  hank- 
note  I  1  was  almost  sure  I  had  dropped  it  in 
coming  into  the  passage."    And  here  lie  preteoded 
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to  pick  tip  tbc  (ioired  aot«,  while  be  UtaDlcotl  Ger- 
irutlc  tor  lier  uHtttunce.  And  be  now  wiibdrrw 
clown  Uie  pissi^  lowuxl*  tlie  eniruicf  u  iu  back 
into  Uic  gnnlvii,  tbllow«d  by  GcnruiU:.  'fltc  mo- 
nienU  were  precious;  ere  many  niorv  win^il  pan, 
tbe  home,  he  eunsiderMl,  inif;)ii  powtibly  be  nir- 
nxnuled  wiib  pcrKnis  tt>  upprclicnd  him.  "  I  must, 
for  her  uke  nu  \a«  iluiii  my  uwii,  delity  tw  longer ; 
if  I  preMTve  wytulf,  it  is  as  much  &jr  her  as  on 
Account  of  my  own  wretdied  existence.  1  miut 
makeMonie  cxcu»e  or  nnodier  lo  her."  .  ,  .  Hicsu 
tltunghls  pasKd  rapidty  iliruugh  liis  bnini  while 
h4t  DOW  cundnovd  aloudi  aivd  iii  a  tiun-ied  ioii«,  ns 
Ite  clasped  hvt  IioimI  in  his  own,  "  Gi-rtrudc,  love  ! 
(tertrude '.  I  <uii  glad  to  siuitch  n  wonl  with  you, 
for  it  is  j>ossil>k>  I  may  be  hurried  away  froni  you 
lliifi  »ery  evening." 

"  Whiil  I  arc  yuu  goinj;  to  Ivave  i»? — imd  so 
lustily '"  interposed  tlic  kively  g\r\i  while  Uie 
waning  i.-oluur  on  her  check  bespake  how  littlo 
acccptohlu  llie  tntelii^ico  of  llcnuiure's  departure 
was  ui  lii;r. 

"  11m.-  illneMi  of  a  friend,  my  sweet,  (siidi  was 
the  exctiH;  Uiat  suggested  itself, )  may  possibly  render 
my  immediate  departure  neceanry.  I  am  all 
anxiety  to  proceed  to  tbe  villi^  post-office— to 
losi^  no  time  in  opening  any  letter  tlint  uiuy  arrive, 
and  I  can  suSer  no  one  to  go  but  uiyBel£  .  .  . 
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The  post  surely  ouglit  lo  Iiavc  come  in  crc  lliis 
tli()iigli  it  is  ofieii  Utc.  PowiWj,  liowcvcr,  liiere 
may  b«  no  kucr;  or  if  one  dlioukl  urrirc,  it  may 
bring  better  tidings  than  I  expect.  Do  not  doubt, 
hweet,"  he  continued,  as  Itc  wip«l  nwuy  tltc  (ear 
that  gathered  in  l»cr  pyc ;  "  do  not  doubt,  if  I  am 
called  away,  btil  thiil  I  will  return  as  spi-edily  as 

possihle,  but  I  hope  (hcrv  miiy  be  no  occinion " 

But  rrc  he  cx>uld  c)m]i  her  a  socomi  ttniv  wildly 
to  his  hnirt,  nnd  presx  h\n  lips  tu  her  own,  the 
sound  of  voices,  proceeding  from  |»erson«  entering 
ibc  porcliway,  n':irnetl  him  to  dclity  no  loiij^-r,  ■$ 
he  now  turnctl  forih  upon  ihc  Invrn.  Iff  hod 
quickly  crossed  it,  together  wiih  tliu  bridge  of  the 
little  brook  nlrciidy  dcwribwl  as  fonning  its 
houndar3'i  wiH-n  now  he  found  himsvlf  tit  the 
western  extremity  of  that  very  avenue  of  Scotch 
tin,  limes,  nnd  yew^  which  he  luu]  entered  from 
Nnotliei-  quarter  with  Mike  imi  very  k>iig  ngo. 
He  Hpeedily  nrrived  at  the  turning  that  led  into 
the  belt  of  Scotch  firs  that  fringed  the  cliff  in 
whose  lone  and  dreary  recesses  the  cell  of  the 
ancient  mnrincr  was  situate.  For  a  moment  he 
paused,  irresolute  ss  to  which  turning  to  take, — 
Ilie  one  which,  wo  may  remember,  Icii  towards  the 
ditscnting  chapet — or  the  upward  one  titat  con- 
ducted to  the  luiunt  of  Mtke. 

^To-morrow  '."  he  exclaimed  to  himself,  "it  may 
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be  too  Iste  to  M«  Gvrtrtide.  Not  set  bcr  stgnin  .' 
Is  it  an  infittuntion  tluit  wliiiprra  to  mc  tlmt  the 
^ciitvncc  of  death  JtM-lf  could  itot  be  worse  ? — that 
I  could  imK  nilirr  more  pvin  at  the  thought  ofstir- 
rvmlvring  tnyself  to  death  'HM:\f  than  foref^  the 
hope  or  Ktfiiiff  ber  again?"  .  .  .  And  here  he 
paused  a  moment,  am)  lliiii  xuimping  with  hiv 
foot  u[>nn  itte  gtouiKl  oat  t>K>ugh  hU  roolve  had 
befo  taken,  be  laid,  tuutilvi  "'Ptere  i>  but  one 
vny  by  which  to  exirtcaic  tnywlf.  It  b  to  grnppl« 
with  the  danger  rather  than  sliun  iu  MiH* 
Cntune  and  peril  grow  stronger  as  we  nucrumh 
bcK^rc  them.  Endurance  ami  defiaiioe  can  make 
the  wverest  cvil«  comparatively-  light!"  .  .  .  Sa 
sa^riogi  be  procectlcd,  with  biuty  and  impatient 
steps  making  hts  way  through  the  shadows  of  the 
trees,  growing,  as  they  were,  yet  darker  and 
darker  in  the  deepening  hues  of  evening. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


"  Tis  a  sure  key  wilh  which  thou  may'sl  unlock 
The  inmost  secrets  of  t!ie  heaiU  of  men." 

Sa«KSPEiRE. 
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buictl  lowarils  the  ttipcml  h«  ulicitnl  fur  Im  (ireacli- 
ing  accotnpltsbm^iit.'i  siiotilil  Ictiow  how  fvir  maculjiltf 
h«  him^lf  wns:  iiotoitiv  nsuriffinallvBparticipalor 
in  crimci  but  branded.  furtlHu*,  vriili  a  yet  liowr 
imputation — namely,  tl>at  of  being  n  bclrayir  uf 
others.     'I'lie  eaine  tagc  re•so^^  nUo,  m  rrgnn\vd 
the  "  good-iriir  of  tlamc  Wettieriiy,  nod  iliv  subtle 
game  be  was  playing  with  nMpcct  to  lier  dniigfauT, 
ered  it  the  he^bt  uf  inipoitcy  Iti  pursue  any 
measures  that  might  Ik  licooinpanied  widi  exposure 
CO  biouelf.     ili»  uhji^t  was  to  lead  hia  nciim,  if 
pflSKihlc,  to  tl»e  pit  tliat  was  dug  for  htnit  where 
otbeni  might  dien  secure  him,  iiutl  tlte  unj(r<icu>ii> 
taiik  uf  botraya)  be,  apparently  at  lensi,   n-nMVMl 
from  iiiiUM:!!!     llja  agency,  i»  fuel,  wita  to  be  itiv 
"  cal*»-paw,"  to  draw  the  victim  into  tb«  nti-dia, 
wberc  ht!  uunld  only  e&capc  wiili  the  forfeit  of  life. 
'I'be  extreme  *ec]iLi.t»>i  iliat   Ilenmore  had  oh- 
ved  sinoo  hiti  tujouni  ol   the  'IVavellt^'s  Itcst 
had  preserved  htm  totally  unknown  by  sight  lo 
ay  of  ibc  people  of  lh«  villa;^,  vxct^t  Jock.      He 
ytan  therefore  rcc(i;^i>cd  by  nunc  iiflbu  pri-nchcr's 
uuiUtory,  on   the  {icc»ion  of  hU  i-ntry   with  old 
9fikei  and  as  for  Mnr.  Wcllierhy,  ihv  only  one 
wbo  could  Imvu  (mown  him,  hod  she  been  there, 
^l  luis  been  alreudy  vxpluincil  that  sbo  wu  absent 
jm  the  villjigc  ihnt  day.     If  ll»s  circ«ni»ianoc 
vrm  fortmmle  fiir  Kcnmure,  it  was  a  subject  of  oo 
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small  clbflppointmcnt  to  Qusiiulii^h;  t)ic  more  hi, 
as  he  bml  on  the  pr<:ccding  tiny  been  inicrrupted 
by  ibe  uniowart)  arrival  of  old  Miko,  in  ihe  M;rudny 
he  was  cauiioublj-  proceeding  to  institute  relative 
to  llie  ol)jecl  of  his  siupicions.  He  had  intended 
nn  the  l»st  occasion  of  his  calling  (supposing  on  in- 
(juiry  his  suspicions  liad  hcen  coiiTirmcd)  to  have 
at  once  caused  her  "distinguished  guest  to  be 
attnebed"  by  the  satellites  of  justice,  who  «-ere  bol 
n  few  miles  off,  nt  Kt.'sivick. 

Baffled,  however,  once  more  in  hts  cxpeciaiion, 
anil  seeing  no  person  of  whoni  Ik  considered  it 
«-orth  while  to  make  inquiries  on  the  spot,  he 
slunk  away,  hiiving  left  llie  "hnnd-hill"  already 
mentioned  on  the  wail  of  the  entranee-passngc, 
where,  however,  no  person,  fortunately  for  tmr 
hero,  (as  already  witnessed,}  had  seen  tt  until 
hone»l  Jock,  the  Buitennere  Cflirier.  IIow  it  was 
disposed  of  we  have  seen  ;  and  now  to  return  ii^in 
to  U»e  cbapcJ  and  its  preacher.  Clrent,  we  s«id, 
were  the  •'  movements"  of  the  spirit  in  hia  txMom 
to  make  nn  end  of  hts  exhortation,  and  proceed  oil 
tiie  work  he  had  most  at  l>cart.  If  the  eyes  of  his 
Auditory  had  been  a  short  lime  past  drawn,  in 
surprise,  to  the  interruption  that  took  place  ut  tb« 
door,  on  the  unusual  ap]>carunce  of  Mike  and  hb 
companion,  the  circumstance  whs  now  forgotten) 
in  tile  unusual  raptdiiy  of  uttcmnre,  resilcssacas  of 
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niunner,  roiI  liute  of  delivery  in  the  preacher. 
At  len^tti,  baring  clismiwed  his  flock,  ho  sallied 
ibrih,  doubling  wiili  litmseir  whctlier  he  should 
proceed  hack  to  Keswick  ai  or>ce,  niid  fetch  vrilh 
him  the  satellites  of  justice,  (wltom  he  himself  luul 
urigioally  led  lo  that  spot;)  or  w)>ell>er  he  should 
betake  liim  Qnt  to  the  Traveller's  Iteet,  and  try 
imd  ^n  a  view  of  the  person  calling  himself  Ken- 
more,  whom  1m  conceived  to  be  one  and  the  same 
with  (he  individual  he  nw  within  the  chapel  doors. 
1*lic  latter  wat  tltc  more  cautious  plan,  for  he  wu'> 
not  ret  ccrtntn  of  ihc  identiiv  of  Rcnntorc  widi 
llial  of  the  perton  he  rctjaircd.  Meantime,  t)iu 
ilelay  was  dangerous.  Yet  be  did  not  wish  lu  run 
the  dinnco  of  summoning  tltc  otTiccrs  of  jiiMici- 
upon  n  futUe  errand,  or  to  Itnd  nnollivr  perton 
llian  t)»e  real  object  of  thciriteitrdi.  Whilst  thii« 
debaliiig  wiib  hiii»c)f,  tm  he  paceil  with  steps  un- 
ceriun  as  hts  mind,  now  slow  iind  irresolute,  now 
hurrying  forward,  wluit  was  his  snr]>rise  at  being 
M«oued  by  iIk  very  being  on  wliose  account  all 
this  "delicate  pcrpk-xity"  hn<l  bi-cn  occitiioned  ! 

If  our  hero  hu-s  been  witnotsc-d  tortured  with 
mental  anxiety  lu  to  the  ereiit  of  those  fearful  cir- 
cuBUtances  by  wIimHi  he  was  Itampered, — if  hin 
alarm  has  \yeen  witnessed  as  justly  excited  in  his 
efloru  lo  avoid  aj^rehenskHi  and  iu  accompanying 
doom, — yet  the  anxiety,  ihc  drmd,  attaching  to 
m3 
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cuiiscimtK  {Tuilt  which  liBuntcd  hissulititrj-  hour,  all 
xct-mvil  fiHTgoilcn,  nil  raxiitibcd  wlicn  he  was  brought 
in  nctuul  cciDlacl  wttli  oilicrs,  ttiough  crcii  his  wmt 
Iocs.  No  tntcvufnliirmoriinxictyin  his  countenance 
iH'trikyoi)  now  to  QiiAiiiliiili,  uny  mure  itun  it  has 
been  bcrcioliirc  wiuieitsn)  clntn^r  sti  to  EHlaiic,  ibe 
sccrot  or  bJK  buKMii;  ilic  liui-r^',  ilic  loniire  ot 
titotiglil  Uutt  birkei)  H'itbii),  wil«  nil  ailnictl  to  tlie 
outwanl  eye.  To  look  on  iIkii  tutwotb  brow — 
that  piMcitI  coiirtosy — tluit  gi^iiili;  cliL-vrriilncs»— 
ibnt  gructitui  eu.se urndilrcM — ihnt  Uuak  denieaiKHir 
-^4h»t  happy  (ligniiy  of  l>eannfT,  Utile  woaltl  tlte 
bvhoider,  who  wiu  bewitcheil  witi)  Im  tunniier, 
iinnginc  lltat  lh<ssc  nttribiiti-^  wcrc.bnt  tlie  too  suc- 
cessful nuttk  luidt-r  wliicb  the  criniiiial  denmiiiccd 
by  tlio  iiiletxlict  of  justice  was  concealed.  LJttle 
woiiM  h«  ilniain  tluit  un  ndiln^  of  suc)>  franlcnas 
an<l  marked  gciilility  was  but  tlie  deiiciy  to  l«wi 
him  away  from  mitpicion  itf  iluit  guile  that  was 
|jaei«il)ly  Kerrdly  wnicbin^  its  op]K>riuniiy  to  cntrnp 
hint.  "  8ucb  courtesy  and  cheerfuhieo — it  cuiintrt 
lie  cOfnpatil)l«  with  any  luaae  design  I"  be  would 
vxdaim<  Alu  t  ttip  answer  must  be,  that  man  is 
a  "  riddle]"  which  not  even  himself  can,  in  all  iu- 
stancesi  f»ihoni_  or  explain.  Yet  that  such  sacmmg 
incon);r''"'*y  '■^  mornl  qualities  atul  attributes  cbu- 
rnclcrixeil  thb  prince  of  impostors, — tliis  ■•  CliortB- 
gufi"  of  tl>e  batid  of  all  &ucb  actors  as  uudcrviuiid 
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tbal  art  n  "  ee/are  artm," — was  tra  leas  certain  thnii 
surpruiiig.  Tlie  riildlE  at  6rst  si(;hl  seems  cam- 
plicated.  A  tnotnetit's  tlwnght,  liowever,  will  mIvc 
it.  Anil  why  ?  bc^rausc  there  really  exists  no  incwi- 
gruiiy,  uo  riildk-  at  all.  The  being  <nu  in  him- 
self, aAei*  all,  but  ao  exerciser  of  nutirt  cuniiinif ! 
Fraud  was  tlic  principle  of  lib  motives,  i'roifi  u 
certain  Kupcrinriiy  of  genius,  or  mental  cDilowmentt 
□r  nicer  lipnsibiliticA,  fniiiit  in  Ilntlield  wore  u 
laiirr  frunl  and  n  more  engaging!  lupcct ;  but  still 
the  mil  mnn  «riu  made  np  ni<TX.-ly  nf  ctmntng,  Alt 
the  fairer  portion  of  hU  ailnbule*  were  but  ibe 
tinsel  to  bide  (Ite  drum  which  it  too  often  mode  tu 
pas  current  for  tUv  genuine  oxv  of  honour,  frank- 
neca,  ili^linction,  and  all  that  smned  Fstimahle, 
engaging,  and  pnusewortliy,  tn  either  Mictal  itr 
individual  attrihutea.  Tlterc  is  no  inoongmity. 
tban,  of  mond  materinlK  in  the  siiiRuIar  clmmcier 
iKfere  iM.  Ilis  life  wiw  a  piece  of  nctinc-  All  \\%v 
fair,  the  specious,  and  enga^ng,  it  wait  lh«  hitsiiteK 
of  bis  art,  his  cunning,  to  "  act"  atui  exhibit  to  the 
dazzled  and  pleased  eye  of  the  bt-liohler.  [lahil 
bail  made  Oio  excrcifie  of  ii  go»d  iNviriiig  and  fmnk 
tlenManottr  almost  n  Mcond  nature.  .An  huoesty 
is  the  best  policy,  and  ns  Cbarim  desired  to  bavv 
a  "good  name,"  the  Ijcttev  to  rol)  under  iu  saft- 
goard,  so  Ilatfiekl  nsMiinc<I  nil  that  w«S  \m*X  m  his 
cliaracter,  as  one  esscnlial  aid  to  promoting  tlis 
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bctlvr  [lit  tIeMigiit,  wtiicb  were,  g«ncrnlly  speitkiiig, 
tu  live  (XI  iiM!crwliiiil}-orpvopte,RnO  xecretly  luugh 
ill  their  fnix-s,  vrliili:  lie  exionvd  (>i-nise  from  Uiem. 
Hicy  vrcTG  uncoiiKcioiuiy  dcludml,  di-oeiviil,  iukI 
(lelighled  at  once  in  Im  tocKtj.  No,  rvatlvr; 
there  is  no  incongruity.  Fraud  nns  his  one,  his 
only  n-jil  iittribtite;  fur  tliw  alone  vnw  ha  nature. 
And  yvt  >hull  vm  utterly  i-uitdvinn  liiin,  anil  say  at 
best  Itu  wiis  but  II  placing,  n  wilucttve  villnin  ?  Not 
so;  irtbcii:  was  u  rcdvcmiiicr  trnit  in  his  ebancter, 
let  it,  in  jtistivc,  \k  vimlicntv)!.  Y«^  let  it  be 
exulted,  as  its  due,  in  bis  well-kiiown  d«vuuon  for 
oim:  w)k>  was  nil  lliut  bt  cbnrniing  in  .ipirit  as  in  her 
penoit.  He  vas  gvncrous,  too,  and  brave  as  far  Vi 
mciirring  bnzunU  and  responsibilitit-n  in  tiK  dun- 
geroiis  ciireer  in  wbicli  he  had  pnx;e<-<)ml,  white 
otbers  shrank  back  with  diNiimy  nt  the  daring 
character  of  his  projetts,  Tliey  would  (brink  back 
and  avoid  hU  perilous  compmiy.  Ay,  ewn  hnr- 
fkned  villnins  and  nccomplislH-^l  Hwindlers  would 
shrink  back  nfritid  to  rcnturc  a»  be  did.  They 
would  "  admire"  the  address  with  which  t»e  carried 
lib  attempts  into  the  b'ghcst  circhv,  nnd  wuuUl 
look  abroad  from  iheir  fearful  lurking  places  to  see 
their  Inte  comrade  rewarded  (or  bis  enu-qirise  by 
ilie  moit  flattering  social  triumphs.  'Hiey  niiw  hitii) 
with  surprise  and  envy,  conrtod  by  ihi'  greni,  wlw, 
fur  dte  lime,  little  sti«pcctcd  lite  *'  icplendid  cImbi" 


JAMr^  HATnCLU. 


2ba 


tluil  was  being  pUyul  off  upon  litem  I  Sudi  u 
tht*  was  h'a  triumph  of  trtlul  rillany  in  pan- 
inp  liiiiBcif  ulT  M  ft  Mnnncn  at  tbc  court  uf  tbe 
LoTil  Liviitciiuiil  of  Ireland, — sucb  aa  tlii*  wm 
bu  happy  mamcuvre  wbcn  in  London,  for  iba 
hrifiiite-tt  M.-aM>ri  »t'  \m  existence  I  He  tirove  bU 
curridi;  ntKml  lowii, — mixed  with  tlie  gnyot  of  the 
gajr,  in  llie  radiant  circles  of  wealth,  v(  rank,  and 
losliion's  volftries !  'I1te  credit  be  commanded  by 
tJte  plau!itbiliij'  of  his  address  is  matter  of  astoniili* 
ment ;  nor  is  the  credubty  of  lliose  who  took  lu« 
bappili,'  mode  representations  for  truth  so  much 
to  be  blamed  as  tlw  mastery  of  lib  art  in  de- 
ception iii  to  Ik  adiuirt'd  t  If  diaaimulatiun*  means 
to  veil  ihe  tiling  tiiut  it,  and  ufuulatkin  die  tiling 
that  is  mi,  in  boiti  iJiese  phases  of  worldly  acting 
ihe  sliono  pre-eminent.  lie  seemed,  as  regards  the 
-fintt,  uvcrylhing  tliai  was  commanding,  gvtitlvman- 
like,  and  uppaivntty  worthy  of  confidence.  Who 
coulil  doubt  or  mistrnst  him,  whetlicr  he  gave  hie 
Mldms  tis  the  Honourable  Mr.  Manners,  or  ihc 
HwKiurablc  Colonel  UennKjre,  or  any  other  albs 
ottt  of  the  Protean  progeny  tliut  hix  omurniiee  ontl 
dexterity  Itad  called  into  being  to  ancwer  the  pur- 
pose of  ilie  time  ?  No  one  I  As  to  die  tccoii<l 
■Tenture,  of  simulating, — in  otlier  word*,  prirtending 
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U)  Im:  tliut  wliicli  lie  was  not, — tve  have  said  poougli 
uf  Ills  supreiiuicy  as  an  actor  in  all  worldlineis  lo 
rcml«r  not  a  word  more  necessary.  Such,  tlicn,  is 
4  Tiiir  and  fiiilliful  porii-nit  of  tliU  giiigular,  this  eti- 
gliding  (for  9o  lie  was)  indivuluul.  Wc  Itiivc  given 
il  candidly ;  and  liavc  shvnn  tluil  it  was  retlvcmed 
by  tlic  uublcr  and  more  vxnltw)  features  of  fearless 
eiiterpriH:  in  liis  calling,  of  iiigli  Kpiril,  llint  Kcighcd 
not  any  cliancps  of  danger  when:  tlie  genius  of  ibe 
atlvcntiirer  saw  tlwre  wiis  iiiiy  field  for  his  cfforu. 
He  wiiu  lorwanl  lu  his  feat*  of  splendid  cunning 
with  clicvrftil  coiilidcnce,  alrisidy  xufGcieiitly  re- 
warded in  the  feeling  thnt  itone  had  tlie  snme 
genius,  nor,  coiiSL-(]ueitlIy,  the  .'wme  conlidenoe  in 
themselves,  to  attempt  that  which  nppearcd  a  de- 
light to  him  from  tlie  nrduoiu  character  itself  of  its 
accumplishnietil.  When  once  finally  delected,  and 
held  up  lo  pulitic  ciMidcniiuilioiii  hi*  "  wliert^abotit" 
beset,  and  hi»  fonixieps  tracked  hy  the  b!(KMl-hounds 
of  justice,— that  fearful  predicnineut  in  whidi  ho 
first  presented  biniHcIf  to  us, — well  may  his  confi- 
dence so  alive  at  more  favourable  opportunities,— 
vrcll,  wc  repeat,  may  it  have  been  sltakcn  !  And 
what  WHS  it  tliut  the  circumstances  through  which  wv 
have  fulloweil  him  luivc  exhibited  as  in  any  degree 
rettoriug  that  confidence  to  himV  His  deep  es- 
teem aud  love  for  that  objea  of  iKaiiiy  whoac  me- 
mory yet  throws  a  lustre  round  his  name  for  loving 
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bsr^aaij  wIivm  reiani  of  liis  nfleciiun  now  slune 
nDJered  lifv  tlt-sirnble  to  liim.  Some  have  gqac 
Ko  far  M  Lu  M}'  ilint  tlie  engaginf;  churactcir  of  hb 
duEnmiilatiuti  tiki  in  itself  rvdeoni  MMncwImt  lib 
real  iMi<jiiiiy  und  toriuousiu^s  nf  iinqKMr.  As 
in  the  iimuuce  of  Alcibiodea,  they  would  fof^irc 
tlie  la&t  iti  iheir  ndfliiniiUin  of  tli«  f^nius  with 
which  it  wraa  sapporitxl.  We,  liowi-wr,  nrc  tin- 
willing  cither  to  be  led  away  oursdvcs  or  lead 
otiiers  away  so  much  as  to  »cek  to  rcndor  him 
interesting  or  redeem  his  crime  "bv  uny  inch 
plea.''  Wo  will  waive  that  claim  in  Itis  brliulf,  as 
a  mere  stage  trick, — faltie  as  it  is,  thouf^h  "  teeming 
liiir," — ami  fAaiii  tor  U'ua  a  nohlur  claim  to  tiiltrrcst, 
— nnmt^Iy,  liii  devotion  to  the  best,  as  we  khall  licra- 
nflur  liL-  rtiort  fully  called  on  to  attest,  tto  lew  than 
lowliest  of  her  sex.  Wc  will  plead  for  hlni  ihe 
nablevt  passion  liiat  cnn  rxult  man  or  cxtenuaie 
rrtme.  Yes;  ever}'  patoage  in  his  cxistcnec  as  we 
itow  tiacc  it  is  n  tribute  to  her  wlww  name  alieds 
light  over  his  memory !  To  love  bcr  was  in  itself 
a  virtue,  who«c  ray  ix  the  only  light  we  woiilil 
willingly  hold  up  to  lure  tlie  reader's  eye  away 
from  tl>c  sliadows  that  darkle  around  bis  name  I 

The  preacher,  ui  ihe  unexpected  appe-aranee  of 
the  mail  In;  siiti{;lit  llnw  voluntarily  preseniinff 
hiniitelf,  »tiu-ml  bnck  dmiib-fiiHnder«l,  scarcely 
kuowmg  wlial  to  lay,  and  «>n»cience-strTckon  and 
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confouiKk-<l  at  lii«  own  bueiiMs  of  purpose  as  rv 
gnixlet)  him.  Ay!  llie  meiiniiessof  tlw  betniy«r 
tihrnnk  tutck— lite  soixlid  iiiformer  dwindled  into 
notliingiuiix  lM.-t'01-e  tlie  frank,  ilie  open.  lite  cheer- 
fully courteout  (Icmeaitotir  with  which  he  was  now 
iiccootetl.  The  man  by  whom  he  wss  greeted  iii" 
wiirtlly  loathed  and  tiespised  him  as  both  trea- 
cherous nnd  brutal,  whili:  be  addressed  liitn  wiiii  all 
apparent  gitidncss  as  of  a  friend,  Imppdy  met 
and  joyfully  n-clciiinv<i.  Tliere  wuv  an  cmy  air  of 
superiority  in  ll«nn)oi%,  which  involuntarily  as* 
»cned  itself  in  the  colloquy  tlut  (ook  pUu;e.  Witli 
witoniaoever  he  conversed,  be  made  kinuicif  looked 
up  to-  The  higher  tone  in  whicli  be  tpokc,  uml 
tite  air  of  command  whiclt  his  miuiiier  Ixtrc,  wenicd 
luitural  attributes  that  sltewe^i  thent»e)ve«  as  spon- 
taneously as  they  tlid  gracefully,  and  cliallenged 
reject  as  their  due.  How  the  native  liarYhnea 
and  vulgar  iusensilulity  of  tlie  person  he  now  ad- 
dressed stirank  back  then  in  conscious  insignifi- 
ciince  before  one  whom,  by  inxunct,  ittey  owned 
was  a  superior!  If  anything  flup|MMrted  the  low 
minil  and  sordid  feelings  of  the  pseudo-preacher 
in  this  parley  with  the  prince  of  Scapinit,  it  was  a 
brutal  do;^«dncss  that  hugged  itself  np  in  its  own 
callousness  and  insensate  otxluracy. 

As  tliey  came  suddenly  on  each  other,  Juki  be- 
Dealh  the  lamp  that  cast  its  ray  over  tlie  door-way 
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of  the  dUsenting  chape],  [lenniDre,  with  wcll-alTeoteil 
surprue,  excl4UiiiM) — 

"  Ah  !  Simmonds !  Simmonds  I  my  olil  and 
well-tried  friend,  I  .  .  ." 

"  Hush  !  busli  I  or  itc  sliall  be  overlirard,"  in- 
terpowd  die  pnmcher  in  a  half  wliRper,  tmirgrowl, 
as  be  turned  awsv  fram  Utc  lump  nnd  prccccdoi) 
round  ttic  comer  of  the  clinpcl  along  ihi:  nvcniiti 
of  ytwi  wtivfe  we  have  already  met  him. 

**  Overheard  I  and  what  worthier  topic  could 
nny  one  overhear  than  ilie  plcasuralile  welcome  of 
two  old  friends  r"'  And  so  saving.  Itenmorv  Itcld 
out  hk  hand  affably,  which  was  shaken  with  an 
awlrwanlnen  by  his  oumpnnion,  indicative  ut  once 
ofunwilUnpncw  to  admit  »  friendly  (jrectinfj  from 
one  whose  bciraytti  he  whs  mcdiuiting,  an<l  diiu- 
tbftlctlon  with  himsietf  for  permitiiiig  himself  to  be 
H>  rn»terc(K 

*'  No,  no,"  he  replied,  diipijwiiy,  and  jerking 
back  his  hand  with  tin  iingninlin«»  wonby  a  bear 
who  has  touched  a  hot  iron.  "  No,  no;  there  ■• 
no  harm  in  two  men  welcoming  each  other ;  htit 
il»cn,  I'm  not  known  here  by  the  name  ynii  re- 
meml«r  me  by."  It  is  neediest  to  sny  that  his 
lately  BMumcd  tone  of  cant  was  for  the  present 
laid  aside. 

*'  Well,  then,  by  any  name  you  please  lo  nif^- 
gevt  1  sliall  be  hnfi^y  to  welcome  you,"  rejoined 
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Renmorc  witb  »  well-rcign«d  igiionutoc,  And  tone 
of  good-butnuurcd  inquiry. 

*'  Oil  1  tlicy  kiKiw  mc  here  by  the  name  of 
Quandish,"  said  Uie  man  churlishly,  and  batf 
dropping  \m  voice. 

"  And  an  cxcuUent  vocation  you  iipp«nr  to  Imvc 
adopm).  Fuir  nut  ihiit  I  should  by  uny  iinpiu- 
(Wncv  bclrnyyim;"  nnd  lie  luid  a  sire«  oti  the 
word  ax  l>e  looked  xearchingly  into  bis  comrade's 
lace,  which  wiu  involuiiiorily  drooped  «a  he  felt 
the  disboiiouruble  ciMitrnM  hi»  own  baxencss  and 
irenchery  ofTvrud  to  KcninureV 

"  Oh  I  yoK  would  nut  bt-tray  me,  I  nm  anare ; 
but  vc  can  never  be  too  cautious."  replied  Qiuui- 
disb,  do^^dly. 

'*  Between  frienth  such  an  event  would  be^  I 
should  trust,  tnipw»ible '."  rejiUed  Kenmore,  in  a 
tone  and  with  an  air  of  frankness.  "  Bui,"  he  con- 
tinued, lowvrinf;  hiic  voice  as  if  in  the  confidence  of 
that  frieniUliip  he  knew  so  well  to  simulate, — "  but 
all  are  not  equally  friendly,  my  dear  Simm— — I 
l»^  your  pardon — Quandisb — as  yourself.  I  Imtc 
too  much  resKM)  to  iippreheud  there  are  enemies 
abroad,— at  least,ot'myself,  (1  ho|K  not  also  of  you 
as  well,) — who,  I  fear,  would  scarcely  hold  the 
balance  of  honour  so  nicely  ns  not  willingly  to  »« 
it  ouipoised  by  the  low  sin  of  ircacliery." 

Every  word  he  spoke  probed  to  the  core  of  his 
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eomrnde^  mhim:  of  hb  own  secret  tiIIjiht  ;  ihougli 
tliore  «u  Ittilu  Tccling  of  compunclinti  minntlvd, 
Ku  Gtr  as  tu  b«  Uiu<;lit  to  swerve  rrom  its  dnggeil 
liMUeiiRis  urpiirpotte. 

"  What  cDfttnies  «re  abroiutf**  h«  nnxwerari, 
hutilyr  and  *>tl)  an  awkwnnlly  fcignett  surprise-. 
"  I  know  oT  none  1" 

■'  I  have  reason  ut  apfireheml  they  nrr  mmrer 
to  m  than  is  aluigelhcr  snTt;  or  iif^rccnblc,"  oon- 
unu«d  Renmore  in  ihe  same  vein  of  ildtmlv  nr- 
"  For  lo  judge  by  n  plncanl,  olTfriiig  n 
'VewanI  (or  the  iipprcbcntiion  of  %'our  old  friend 
HntftbM,  I  cannot  liul  conclmlc  ilttit  tome  hase 
[itrit  has  tnen  dodging  my  mavcnicnts  tiith4N', 
will)  a  view  III  ubiitin  thU  price  of  my  hlomi ;  navi 
perhnp*  tht^  Inimmicm  may  be  increawd  by  the  eir> 
camslanrc  of  his  tiaving  lipoii  u  co-partner  in  my 
— i  ndiscrdions." 

Hia  surly  comrade  was  silent  a  momeni,  wlien 
bnth  his  native  churlishness  and  his  dt?iire  to  R>(>d 
either  the  iusinuatitiii  of  munneni  at  one  lime,  or 
tlie  sarcasm  at  anutlier,  uf  our  hero,  now  latiglit 
him  to  find  a  tongue. 

"  It  Is  ail  very  wdl,  Halfield,"  he  exclaimed, 
angrily,  as  he  turned  luisiily  rouixl,  and  Dcrcely 
eyeing  hb  compatiion,  vrlto  met  his  ruffian  scttwl 
with  a  ptncid  ^mile, — "  1  ser  plainly  enni^i  j-ou 
an*  djrectiii|;  your  remuiks  against  mywlf." 
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"  Nil)';  I  tliotild  be  sorry  to  tliiok  ;oa  were 
coiisciouit  c>r  iheir  npjilicabtlity  !** 

"  What  if  I  niti  conscious  of  it!  I  shall  gain 
iiule  crwlil  wiih  the  vrorlil  for  kvcpiiijE;  terms  with 
tndt  «  notorious  cliARtctcr  ax  James  HatJicld." 

"  Permit  me  to  correct  yoii  llierc.  You  Gt- 
VAured  me  witli  setlinj^  mc  right  as  to  the  name 
yatt  bnil  found  it  convenient  to  adopt.  I  otiglit  lo 
make  a  siniilar  disclosure  to  jou.  It  is  but  a  re- 
cipiiocaiion  of  confidence  l)etn-evn  friends.  In  a 
word,  James  Hatltehl  is  merged  niid  sunk  at  pre- 
sent ia  a  title  which  I  Itope  you  wttl  find  equally 
distinguished, — 1  am  now  Colonel  Renmore — thti 
Honourable  Colonel  Renmore,  M.I*.,  at  your 
service." 

"  Curse  on  his  unconquerable  coolness  and  ensy 
tmurttnce,"  growled  out  QuondUIi  to  himself,  wImh 
he  coiiiintiMl  to  licninore,  "  Have  I  spoken  plainly 
eiimiffh,  when  1  tirll  you  I  shall  have  no  credit  for 
keeping  terms  with  you '/  Why,  let  me  ask,  should 
not  I  b<  benefited  by  claiming  the  reward  as  well 
IB  any  one  else  ?" 

"  Oh,  certntnly  I  I  sltould  be  delighted  to  think 
that  uiyjrimd  of  mine  was  benefited  by  my  m«uiK 
— through  my  influence,"  he  ntlded,  n.t  he  luuglunl. 
"I  am  «ire  you  ciinnot  doubt  liii!^  wlten  you  call 
to  mind  the  not  tinpleasing  experience,  I  hope, 
whidi  you  have  hud  of  ray  gooti  will  towartts  yoo," 
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And  here  l)i«  unfmliiii;  churl  fwitvi  a  difficult 
to  crush  the  wh'up«riiig«  itiiu  upbruitk'd  liim  as  an 
iiigrate  uf  tlie  biMlcot  d}x.  In  the  wnnk  of  ftcii- 
more  he  wax  recalled  to  tttc  circuiiMinnctt  of  llic  latter 
haring  not  very  long  ngo  taken  compiiaiuon  on  him, 
mhI  relieved  hira  iu  Uie  deepest  exigency.  Y«i  in 
<>rder  to  alFord  him  die  relief  tolicttcd,  Henniore 
hod  actually  incurred  the  littid  respontihility  of 
forging  a  bill  ofexcluinge,  the  result  of  which  wm 
die  succour  of  this  fiend  more  Uiati  n)an-~tbi» 
QuaudiaJi — and  bis  owii  proscription  I  It  h  true, 
that  subBecjuenily  to  tiiii>  trnosactton,  wliicli  took 
plnce  in  Dublin,  Qiuinilish  hnd  rendered  hiimelf 
joinlJy  liable  by  falsely  leslifytng  a  hond  to  whicli 
Rvtiinure  aiSxcd  tlic  ficiitioua  signature  uf  t)ie 
alli^ed  principal ;  but  diis  subsequent  act,  in  whicli 
bolli  were  inrulvcd  in  a  similar  peril,'  did  not  c«n(wl 
the  debt  of  gratitude  due  from  QuundUli,  or  rnUier 
Stmmonds,  lo  hih  benefactor.  He  wu*  on  accom- 
plice in  guilt,  indeed,  with  KennKire;  but  was  ht 
the  man  to  betray  the  other,  in  conttcquencc  of  ouy 
"  compuoctlouA  risitings"  on  ihc  wcore  of  dclin- 
qoency  ?  Not  be  I  Ue  was  of  nierner  material, — 
much  too  stem  to  be  acccwible  to  a  ittougbl  even 
uf  gratitude — nay,  scarcely  of  acknowledgment. 
If  was  ctiuugh  for  hint  to  think  he  had  now  the 
vanugc  ground  of  lU-nmore,  on  wl>ose  head  u  price 
WIS  set,  and  for  whotM-  sacri6ce  the  le»s  uccooi- 
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plislied  delinquency  of  others  would  be  foi^iven  liy 
U»c  government.  The  immolation  of  our  hero  iit 
tlio  sliriac  of  justice  u-as  looked  Ibrward  to  as  in 
itself  a  bcciiuimb  !  He  was  (lie  "  sespi-goiit"  on 
wItoM  hcatl  the  crimes  of  crtherx  were  to  be  visited 
....  butsoAly — it  miMi  be  Mhcti  his  pursuers  ooold 
catch  him!  .  .  .  'Hib  v/us  not  nlitigeihcr  so  easy 
U)  cflbct  as  we  may  herenfter  luriher  dittoover. 

Quandi^  »K>n  mlliedr  and,  with  i)ic  luirdi^icd 
cRrontery  tliat  marks  ingratitude,  strove,  in  tltc 
t^uMcring  style  of  bis  reply,  to  ouil'ace  ihc  cuii- 
sciiHisnesd  of  his  own  baseneaa,  as  lie  tvplkd 
abruptly,  and  without  directly  answering  tlie  oilier, 
"  Oil !  I  never  rake  up  old  stories  of  piisl  iiiiiliers ; 
I  oidy  look  to  tlie  pre^ni.  ll'you  bad  not  helped 
mc  out  of  tite  scrape,  I  &houUl  have  fitund  other 
mciuif,  wild  -  ■'■" 

"  I  Irusl  sincerely  you  would,"  interpcsed  Iten* 
more,  while  Uic  other  continued — 

'*  And  as  to  die  present  matter,  what  in  it  to 
me  whether  you  call  me  a  imitor  or  not  ?  I  can 
oiTord  to  bear  this  and  Kx>rse  tiamcs,  if  you  please 
to  heap  them  on  me ;  but  1  caimol  alTortl  to  lose 
tlie  chance  of  turning  a  [leimy,  lie  it  in  an  honest 
way,  and " 

"  An  honest  way  1"  oI»5erved  Iteninore,  nniiing; 
"  true,  true  I  ...  I  wlmirc  yoar  btHtetty  .  .  ." 

'*  I  tell  you  plainly,  without  more  wotdi^  the 
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mgncy  wouUl  he  acceptable."  And  Itvre  li«  ntldeil, 
wilt)  B  R-rocioiu  diiKlilc,  "Traitor!  .  .  .  vrliy  ilto 
work)  W(H)I<I  Kiy  I  ilij  ii  public  service,  aiiil  appUiit) 
UK  tor  I  be  bclru_viil." 

"  Permit  ii>e  to  fugRCst  th«t  tbo  ex«-ciitioncr, 
imiicr  wbtwe  band  jxiwibly  botb  you  anil  myself 
may  ntit  duy  be  duoincd  to  fidi,  pcrlornit^,  indeed, 
u  public  service ;  but  his  office  t»  yet  luuibt.'d  by 
the  worltl." 

"  Well,  well,  wo  will  not  bandy  argumciils  on 
dint  inuiter,"  replied  Quondislt,  f;bul  tu  ncopc 
from  tlic  difiagrecnble  suggestion  u(  die  golluws  at 
(be  litougbt  of  wbich  be  trembled  w  i(b  a  conscious* 
ness  Imw  mucb  lie  deserved  iL  Uennranr,  mora 
oonfideuL  in  bis  genius  and  resources  of  escape, 
smiled  nt  ibe  uivoluntary  fear  nf  bis  former  acram- 
pbce,  and  despised  tiim  for  il  yet  more,  as  be  re- 
plied, in  D  tone  of  trony — 

"  Xbv,  wberc  llrere  i*  so  raucli  candour  of  avowal 
we  bnvc  little  need  to  bandy  argument.  I  ulmirc 
you  for  your  frunkness.  Necessity  is  not  ilie  Ijiult 
of  B  niun,  but  bis  misfortune.  Xodonbl  the  ntunvy 
would  bi-  acceptable — what  is  it  ?"  and  as  Uenmore 
inquired  Uits,  he  was  by  tlit«  time  tolerubly  well 
cunrinced  that  no  appe«l  to  the  ruffian's  sense  of 
gratitude  or  forbeamncc  would  be  of  nny  avniL 

"A  hundred  guineas )"  cjaeiilnied  ilie  wvagc, 
cBt;erly,  his  whole  soul  to  much  absoibcd  in  tlie 


364 


ADVENTDRES  OF 


thougtit  of  grasping  llic  treasure,  Oiat  he  was  uttcrlv 
foT^ciful  what  must  be  iho  feelings  of  the  mni>  he 
vtu  uOdressing.  and  whose  blood  was  tu  be  banereil 
For  with  thntgold. 

"  Avery  acceptable  xum !— tlrougli,  aflerall,  but 
K  trifle — soon  run  llirough  !  Vot,  no  doobt.  under 
pressing  exigency,  not  uniio-cplublc.  I  don't  really 
know,"  he  iid<ii'd,  xmitmjT,  *<  whctiier  1  would  not 
surrender  mjitelf  for  such  a  considemlion,  were  I 
out  of  pocket  at  the  moment  I" 

QuandUh  .^uired  at  his  con  temp  In  led  victim  with 
a  mixture  of  surprise  at  bis  apparent  indiflercnce, 
and  u  ferocity  rendered  more  dis^ustiiij;  by  ilic 
lusibsonie  calculation  of  tlie  sum  he  hoped  to  nttstn 
by  svlUng  bis  bIoo<l.  Itenmore  continueil,  in  the 
ume  careless  and  cheerful  vem — 

"  Well,  well,  to  leave  jesting  on  so  serious  a  sob- 
ject— (not  of  course  m  niy  life— a  fellow -creature's 
lift;)— but  the  receipt  of  a  hundreil  guinuu  !  I'o 
itpuak  seriously  on  the  matter,  j'ou  shall  have  lira 
hundred  gumeas  without  the  trouble  of  betraying 
— I  meant  to  say,  of  leading  on  ihe  hue  and  cry 
after  mc ;  for  I  might  give  my  pursuen  a  tolerably 
puzzling  chase,"  Ik?  added,  looking  witli  good- 
humoured  significance  into  the  bnlf-witfidrswn  face 
of  his  comrade.     "  What  sny  you  T' 

"  Gently,  my  gallant  Colonel — what  is  your  new 
name?*  replied  Quandish,  with  a  brutal  jocularity. 
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Yua  offer  me  tw  more  llum  it  is  in  my  |iawcr  li> 
make  already  !   You  nrant  to  bujr  mi-  off  vriili " 

"Ob,  to  be  tun  !"  mlirrpoMril  RL-nmorc,  w'lili 
eqnaJeawand  {[ood-ttuinour.  "I  pcrc-civc  wltat 
yuu  woold  say.  Suppose,  tln-n,  wc  double  the 
consideration, — iind  in  return  for  n  proniiviorjr  nolc, 
payable  a  motitit  hetice "" 

"  A  moiilb  lieiicei™  was  llw  surly  objection. 

<*  Yet;  (br  tlie  Xxuer  certainty  of  paymtrnl,  Ivt  lu 
6x  a  niontb  lieitcc  It  would  lie  Mjuitlly  agreeable 
to  oic  to  luiy  a  rortniglit*  llirev  wccJu^  or  cvcti 
tiuw " 

"  Veil,  vwU ;  a  monili  Iwjncc,"  n-pltod  C^iiiti- 
iti»ti.  "Hie  time  will  soon  slip  away,"  be  added 
to  himself.  "  But  what  security  have  I  lluit  you 
will  not  make  yunr  escape?  Mark  me,  IIatlit:ld  ! 
it  is  in  rain  tor  you  to  attempt  nn  exit  at  any  tea- 
port?  Mark  mc !  I  f^liiill  watch  your  RMvenkoita, 
BO  tluit  you  do  not  i.'^ciipe  me '." 

**  By  all  nhsmit)  I  nilmire  your  vigitnnce.  Il 
liMpeaks  you  a  clever  '  man  of  butiintas  T"  You 
need  not  apprehend  tliai  1  Hhall  Tail  in  my  pay- 
ment. J  Itavc  various  intliicemenu  (o  keep  me  un 
the  spot!"  So  saying,  he  coully  took  out  his 
pocket-book  and  wrote  a  promissory  note  to  the 
above  efiect,  adding,  m  he  placed  it  in  Quandikh'* 
Iiand,  "  And  in  return  for  thi^  you  will  cancel  all 
VOU  I.  M 
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those  liberal  bits  of  printed  paper  ofTering  the 
government  largess  for  my  apprehension " 

"  Ay,  ay ;  the  bills  at  Keswick  and  elsewhere 
shall  be  pulled  down,"  said  Quandish,  doggedly. 

"And  it  might  be  as  well  to  suggest  to  the 
officers  of  justice,  who  may  possibly  be  in  quest  of 
me,  that  there  is  reason  to  conclude  the  game  has 
winged  off  in  a  different  direction — in  case,  that  is, 
(he  added,  significantly,)  you  should  be  aware  of 
their  being  so  occupied." 

Quandish  turned  away  from  the  polite  sneer 
which  characterized  this  suggestion,  as  he  muttered 
out— "  Yes,  yes ;  it  shall  all  be  done, — you  need 
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had  been  gamrd  liiiii  lltrougli  (he  ndroit  snlicitatiuit 
of  Itenmorc  agnii) '  'I'lic  lirat  jnstnnoe  oTunu* 
ance,  already  tncntiutinl,  iiod  bvcn  nfTordf-tl  Qunii- 
disli  at  a  pcrtod  wImsi  lie  Uiui  b<;coinc  a  bankrupt 
io  ihc  bimnos  lie  ind  previouNiy  folkiwei);  Ute 
Lost  wiu  nffonbti  liini  sub««qu«tiily  to  the  (nuu- 
Aclton  III  Dublin,  already  touched  mi,— nnJ  tmw 
wns  it  rrpaidi'  WliVt  the  momeiii  iliu  QunndsJi 
liad  ibrfciml  liia  situation  uf  pedajj^aguc  by  hu 
cnielty,  )>«  addreswd  hinucit'  in  the  vxijfcncy  dint 
pnsiiod  by  trying  to  tiunt  out  his  l>encriu:lor,  now 
n  fugitive  from  the  niynnidmu  uf  juHticv,  in  vnier 
to  grasp  llie  reward  oirerrd  for  bin  upprcbcnswa  I 

)f  all  men,  Quandisb,  or  SimmondH,  was  the  befrt 
'^calculated  u>  Inul  ihi;  pnd(  in  purMiii;  ns  be  was, 
front  fanner  nc-quninunci-,  t>ctlcr  abli:  tu  Knggest 
what  Itctimore'ft  plan  uf  actiun  would  be.  It  wn* 
Ills  mmnnble  rule  when  pursuit  wuh  u.tiwt  Io  throw 
uut  reports  of  biN  having  inovetl  tn  a  ctrrtnin  direc- 
tkin,  while,  meantime,  l»e  " iloubk-d,"  ns  n  lar« 
buck  to  the  spot  of  hiw  Htaning.  Such  wsii 
the  case  at  present.  He  hiul  flt-d  fmm  Dublin, 
first  of  all,  to  London:  and  then,  had  nitempled 
to  return  to  the  former  pliice,  but  npprchrmling 
detection  at  Lirerpoul,  had  mntck  off  nonbwant, 
L«nd  was  hotty  pursued  till  be  emlmrked  at  Ravon- 

{laas,   under  tlic  pitota;;e  nf  no   oihrr  tluin   ibf 

ancient  mariner.     He  took  this  direction  not  by 

N  2 


AOVE»n:itES  OF 


any  means  with  a  view  to  retarn  to  Lirefpool— 
wiiitber  his  pursuers  tiied  in  order  to  meet  him  ir 
posflihlet — but  to  Iniid  higher  up  uii  tlic  mric  coa»t, 
and  adjouni  across  the  hill-country-  to  the  neigtt- 
Ijotirhooil  of  Penrith  and  Keswick.  Here  Quan- 
dish  had  traced  him,  calculating  lii)^  prohnhle  move- 
ments i  when  he  wm  ihrown  M)n)cwhHt  off  tlie  scent 
by  learninj;  at  Kc-Hwick  that  no  one  itt  all  unsweriDg 
the  description  in  lh<:  hnndbilU  bud  been  there. 
Variouii  Ktmngcrt  bad  been  there  indeed,  burall 
had  gon<^  in  «  ilifl'erent  direction ;  oi-  even  if  llwy 
h«d  not,  how  wail  ii  lo  he  asserted  ilial  aiiioiigkt  l)i« 
various  nnines  of  "  Lord  this" — "  iSr  John  iluit" 

ltd  "  CcdoncI  tlie  other" — iltat  of  die  fugitive 
'  was  coiiocaled  V  All  the  names  were  of  distinction, 
or  rctpectsbiliiy ;  and  a&  for  Colonel  Renmore — 
why  it  was  positively  asserted  he'luidgone  into  the 
north,  of  course  lo  llie  seat  of  bis  family — "  Clan- 
renmore,  oouniy  Caithness !"  Mcnntime,  the  re- 
tired little  haunt  of  Butlermcrc,  nested  in  the 
mountains,  seemed  preciM'ly  ihc  spot  for  our  hero 
lo  bend  bi»  *tep«  towaids;  «nd  after  wandering 
about  the  country  fur  some  time  in  various  dis- 
guises, he  al  lengiti  sought  a  final  refu^  here- 
Singular  wfts  it  tlint  in  die  meantime   Quatidisb 

alfo  sought  out  Bullermere  as  his  retreat, 
making  repealed  visits  to  Kesnick  am)  its  neigh- 
bourhood lo  search  for  the  fugitive.  Old  M  ike  would 
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hare  etHM  iliU  collision  ihe  decree  of  "destiny  !" 
At  length,  having  dospnircd  of  "  ihe  reward,"  be 
set  hb  wiu  ID  work,  and  endcNToured,  li^  tite  trade 
nf  sancttmonj  and  s  rehement  stylv  of  holding* 
Torth  lu  the  ignorant  peoMiUrv,  to  put  pence  into 
his  pocket.  In  this  he  succeeded,  and  in  fact  was 
spenlily  extolled  as  a  favourite  preacher,  especially 
by  die  pious  matrons  of  itw  ploct;  nntongst  tiie 
furvmcMt  of  whoin  «-as  dame  W'cihcrhj'.  The 
prenchiT  wot  of  course  invtied  to  their  evening  ie»- 
tablet;  and  in  one  of  thcM  pioiu  i-ntirrtHinments 

_  having  seen  Oertrmle,  and  feettng  the  control  he 
ptMseised  over  Iter  mother's  niinil,  he  hctliought 
himnfpnipcMingnnalliiini.'e  with  her,  ntftt  [imeand 
opporiiiniiy.  HuwlBrhewaaoccepiabletoGcrtrafle 
vrv  luiifo  aln^ly  wilneMed !  By  n  secret  in»tinct 
site  iiliunned  him  as  though  ttesiineil  to  Ik:  the 
eaemy  of  her  peace,  and  never  had  her  gui)l^lu)s 

Land  tranquil  lipini  known  one  turbid  dream  until  it 

^had  been  liaunied  by  the  hypocrilic  leer,  the  ilU 
disguised  rolfian  scowl,  the  uncouth  addrn*,  and 
the  ungainly  figure  of  Quandish.     She  Khuddcrnl 

'and  fled  as  he  approached  her  parent's  tlin^ihuld, 
regarding  him  ns  something  worse  than  miin. 
Little  need  itc  wonder  that  our  hero,  oAertng  mj  ex- 
nltcul  at  once  and  so  cnffnging  n  contrast  to  a  being 
to  little  acceptable,  should  luive  found  no  unrenily 
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access  lo  licr  lionri!  A  conlntst  indi^eil  dot's  hv 
offer  I— 4t  contrast  tlint  reiidcRi  his  very  (l«Iinqiiei>cy 
inlrrrcstiiijfi  ns  compeireil  with  the  fotil  aspect  gtiilt 
wore  ill  the  ingrate  Simmondsl  If  we  repelled 
uny  cliiini  or  interest  for  our  licro  oil  tlic  grounJ  of 
nitroit  villany,  n-e  caiiiiot  yet  help  Iwliiig.  in  spite  of 
ourMlvts,  ilie  force  of  the  clsini,  when  iJhis,  again, 
it  i»  cxhihite<)  in  contrast  nith  a  foil  fo  sonlid  I  His 
villaiiy  is  jiositively  virtue  ctHnparetl  to  tlie  base- 
noa  of  the  late  school inft>itcr,  bankrupt,  criminal, 
and  present  iMsscotinK  preaclicr!  If  hypocrisy 
characterizes  both  Qiuindish  mid  his  wisiK'd-(br 
victim — yet  trho  can  look  on  ihu  ruffian  aspect,  the 
ehiirlish,  moody  mystery,  and  hiw,  base  cunning,  it 
wears  in  the  one,  and  not  experience  relief  and 
hrenthc  freely  again  in  contemplating  the  engaging 
and  gracdul  aspect  of  ihc  gay,  courteous  dtssimu- 
taiion  of  the  happier  artist?  The  contrast  forces 
il!><!lf  on  iiiL,  niiil  vre  could  not  avoid  a  remark  on 
it;  niorK  especially  a^  it  vriut  so  strongly,  no  le»s 
than  reasonably,  felt  by  Gertrude  Iterself.  nm 
these  necessary  remarks  over,  let  us  pnntue  tlie 
conversation,  to  iu  conclusion,  between  Rcnmore 
and  "  his  fi-innd." 

"  Ah  !  I'm  sorr\'  to  learn  tliat  any  unpleasant 
circunu lances  arose  to  induce  you  to  qnit  tbe  situa- 
tion,— (that  of  tlie  pedftgDgueship,} — but  it  is  too 
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ohen  tbe  ciuw  ihnt  these  contrwliaions  orbe  ui « 
seasgn  when  wc  fed  it  most  uictMiTcnienL  You 
wen-  nicely  (icttl«l." 

Little  iliil  Quondish  imagine,  from  iitc  careless, 
f(oo(]-jiumuur«l  tone  of  inquir)',  that  Itvnoiore 
knetr  la  well  u  liinuelf  tlw  reason  of  liis  rclin- 
qnUhing.  Im  metier  of  pvdagoj^c;  but  tmr  hcra 
«mused  himneirvrith  applying  tlie  liuli  "  delicntdy" 
tu  tlw  oil>cr's  ounKivnoe,  or  »cnse  offtlinmc,  if  such 
an  ingredient  in  hb  oompuiition  cxivtcd, 

*' Aliein — aliera  —  Jen;  vi-ry  di-cc-nlly  n-lilrd," 
bluiukred  nut  Quamliiiti,  jerkiiijf  hli  liviul  up,  uml 
deartng  bis  throat;  "  but  don't  let  m  talk  til'  ibat 
any  more." 

"  Not  a  word— not  a  word  1  Any  subject  ihnt 
dislreases  a  friend  U  no  le*A  painful  to  us  than  our 
own  causes  of  regret,"  replied  Reiimore,  os  he  pro- 
ceeded in  the  same  dclicalc  proce^  of  inlliction : 
nf  course,  in  perfect  seeming  innocence  and  kindly 
intention.     "  Jlut  your  wiie  and  family " 

"  Curses  on  him!"  ejaculated  Quandisti  to  him- 
if,  in  a  suppressed  grow),  as  his  brutal  ferocity  of 

iper  here  almost  gained  the  ascendancy  over  his 

deicretkin "  Why,  T  thouglit  you  knew  my 

wife  was  dead " 

"  God  bk'ss  me  V  olxcrred  Rcnmorc,  with  an 
air  of  concern,  of  which  it  is  diflicitli  to  say  whether 
it  was  most  feigned  or  serious;  "  1  am  exceedingly 
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h««  lit  [lie  intvlligtticc — her  death  must  have  been 
MMlden  ;"  ami  lie  c&st  n  §ignificant  glance  at  it>e 
nifliaii   ite  inorc    tlinn    Mtqiectcd    of   being   her 

Quiindiiih  tli-ew  biick  liis  lt«i<]  in  voluntarily,  and 
turned  his  Rice  nsitle,  a»  he  nmltercd  out  the  reply, 
"  Ay,  oy  i  it  was  somewtuit  sudden." 

"Yes;  her  health  wii*  ddicntc,  if  I  remember 
riglii;  yet  no  treatment  could  have  been  kinder 
than  yours     — " 

["Torments  on  his  head!"  exclniim'd  the  in- 
'censed  and  goiuled  ruffian  to  hims«lf;  *'I  miut 
break  away  from  him,  lie  woh1<1  master  tlie  foul 
fiend  himself !"]     Rcnmore  continued — 

"  And  the  unhappy  children  she  left  behind 
her.  .  .  .  Your  family  ?  .  .  .  Are  the  poor  little 
creatures  well  ?'  .  .  .  And  here  Renmorc's  voice 
and  manner  wore  too  much  the  carncstncra  of 
kindness,  an<l  tacit  reproach  of  the  unnatural  father 
who  had  deserted  iliem,  to  be  mistaken  fur  acting 
or  diskitnulation. 

"  I  wish  you  would  iitk  m<*  no  more  of  tliw* 
family  mntlurs,"  replini  Qiiandi>h,  with  »  savage 
impaltencu  he  found  it  impossible  any  longer  to 
Ktippress;  "  they  were  all  well  eiwugh  when  I  hut 
»aw  then).  Rut  I  can  stay  no  longer  here  talking;— 
all  that  it  was  neces^ry  to  settle  between  us  luis 
been  done;  so  good-night  to  you." 
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'■Good-nigliir' replied  Uennwm;.  **Wlial!  w* 
you  in  audi  ■  hurry  to  quit  an  old  frictid  :*  I 
ghould  luiTC  wbhed  lo  ask  you  tn  come  aiij  ftm 
^l€  remainder  of  llie  evening  witli  ni«  at  my  re- 
Irmt  al  dome  W'tthcrby's." 

or  coui-M-,  when  he  mul  thtt,  otir  hvm  Icnew 
hb  ofTcr  vrouUI  be  dt^liiied ;  and  fur  this  reiuon  he 
had  hictiniied  tlie  spirit  of  the  rulfian  liefure  him, 
in  order  to  be  saved  froni  hb  loathsome  intrusion, 
which  might  have  been  inflicted  on  him  had  be 
rendered  himn^f  less  an  object  of  drood  to  ihc 
man. 

"  No,  no :  I  can't  very  well  come  tliis  crpning — 
I— 1-" 

"  Wdl,  well  !  let  nie  look  fi>r*-ard  to  that  plea- 
sure on  Miiii«  future  occasion.  At  the  s(un<^  time, 
as  we  idtnll  poasibly  be  cro»iing  each  otiMir's  puih 
during  our  mutual  residence  in  iliu  spot,  it  ffoniil 
perlups  he  as  well  Ibr  us  to  maintain  tlic  oulwortl 
sppearaace  of  being  strangers  (o  mch  other,  in 

Jcr  to  avoid  any  qu4.-!ttiuns  ns  rt^rding  one 
inoilwr,  which  might  he  inconvcnirot." 

"  By  fdl  mean* '. — by  all  meims !"  exclaimed 
Quaitdish,  glad  to  ^eixe  at  ih«  proiroenl,  since  hu 
dreaded  as  much  as  Kcnmun-  did  any  dii^dosun; 
to  Gertrude  or  her  motlier  of  himself.  He  dreaded 
any  dtickNarc  of  bts  ncquainlnnce  in  crime  with 
'•tlie  Colonel;"  and  hut  of  oil,  Uiough  not  least,— of 
N  3 
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the  "  awkwiird  affair"  of  hU  lalv  wife's  sudilti) 
d«aih,  eait\  the  biiu-r  talc  of  his  c1ewrt»l  offt]}riiig  1 
A  mystery,  doubtk-^s,  hung  about  llic  decetue  of 
his  wife  that  lie  was  pviliapK  belter  able  u>  explain 
than  any  one  elx,  aad  had  rensons  for  kce)>ing 
hushed.  And  now  be  vrm  about  to  stride  away 
from  tlw;  lantaliiciiig  complaisance  and  friendliness 
of  our  nccompltsbcd  hvro  in  the  art  of  leasing, 
whm  he  vnts  adkt)  biK-k  for  a  moment- 

"  ll«menil)ui',  thvn,  the  itinney  is  Ibrtlwoming  nt 
ibc  time  specifie<l,  on  condition  of  all  pursuit  beinj; 
immediately  suspended." 

"  Yes,  yes,"  rep1ic4t  Quandish,  impatiently,  and 
with  an  cHilward  MibmiMiun,  too,  which  bespoke 
him  thortHiglily  vanquished,  not  k-m  by  our  hero's 
addrcts  than  his  own  conscious  guilt.  "  I  am 
going  to  Keswick  this  very  night." 

"  It  It  well !  ilie  moon  is  up.  and  you  will  have 
H  charming  ramble  along  the  mevr-stdc.  Sliall  I 
accompany  you  n  short  dlttance?" 

"  No,  no  I — much  obliged  I  1  have  to  call  at 
llie  place  where  I  reside  first  —  and  .  .  .  good- 
night, gootl-night  I" 

So  aying,  the  mfGun  made  nhiii  hosie  he  could 
toaroM  the  perplexing  |>iub  of  the  urdi  niotter, 
nnder  whom  Ite  hail  been  undergoing  such  a 
"  spirit  movement,"  such  a  castigation  of  his 
shrinking  bu:Mness. 
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Uii  Dquare,  ungainly  form  IimI  scarcely  l>«en 
lost  in  ll»e  shadows  of  tlie  glmle,  limn  Itcnmore, 
looking  after  tiinii  mud,  arit>r  u  tuomcnt's  paiist,  in 
which  MMue  rdledioQ  that  IUuef««l  him  vnui  b&- 
spokcn  in  tlie  smile  that  played  on  his  lip,  "  Whu 
n  thing  it  is  to  poweta  a  knowlu^lgc  of  huiiuui 
chararlirr!  W'lml  nuui  i»  lltvrc  whi»«  ili»[NMitioii 
hut  not  boeti  interpreted  t>y  niu  nt  almottt  n  glnncv  ? 
De  it  intuition,  or  wtuit  it  may,  it  it  u  »un  of 
masier-key  which  kindly  opens  lor  me  Uie  wnrdu  of 
all  locks  tliat  guard  cither  conscience  or  chonictcr  1 
Poneased  of  this,  the  work  of  making  one's  way  i» 
tlie  world  U  ctay.  llave  I  not  playetl  witii  men  an 
with  puppets?"  And  here  he  HhruggLiI  up  his 
ihouklers  and  smiled "So  now,  I  have 

f-once  again  a  htUc  breathing  space;  ilie  hetki  of  pur- 
suit a  cooled ;  the  cry  of  the  Imuiids  fades  from 
ll»e  dizzy  car  uf  llie  punting  qiuirry  1  h  t»  nell;  1 
will  now  be  mystJf  again.  'I'hcse  good  peuplu  of 
lite  ndghbourhood  —  Esilailc,  the  Lawionii,  the 
Howbiggcns  I'nd  die  rest — shnll  have  no  further 
cnusc  to  wonder  and  ilebale  about  niy  'di.stiuice' 
and  liabiu  of  seclu&itm.  And  Gertrude,  lite  Uiought 
of  yoti,  my  sweet!  of  your  tetHlc-mns  anil  beatity, 
sliall  no  more  be  disturbed — at  k-nst  for  a  seawm— 
by  die  endless  alarm  or  apprehension  of  beinj{ 
dragged  &om  your  r«ry  feet  to  the  foot  of  tlw 
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So  suying,  our  hero  proccwiwl  iilong  ihc  avenue, 
with  lighter  ^tcp  tUnn  hiul  borne  hiiti  many  a  ihiy, 
ID  the  SAine  direction  tut  tie  liatl  cotne  after  iJie 
hasty  leaV4.>  hv  ha>)  taken  of  Gertrude,  as  describeil 
previously  to  ills  meeting  the  preacher.  Tlic  sonnd 
of  voices  lluit  Imd  warned  liiin  so  :ibriiptly  flway  on 
that  oeciisiciti  merely  proceeded  from  dame  \\"e- 
ilierby  niid  iIukv  f<.tiiule  gos«Jp8  wlw  I):hI  uccom> 
jiatiietl  her  buck  on  lier  return  home,  and  were 
shortly  about  to  repair  to  their  respective  lioines  in 
the  village,  'i'he  brawling  of  the  little  brook  tl)ai 
nui  at  tile  back  of  the  premises  now  echoed  on  his 
ear  soflcned  tiirough  the  silence.  He  paused  for  a 
moment,  as  jic  bad  now  reached  the  riutic  bridge 
by  which  it  was  crossed,  and  adniined  the  tranquil 
chann  of  llic  niglti,  ax  be  gave  hiniwir  up  to  hap- 
pk'r  dreams,  iind  k-«s  alloyed  with  liitterneM  than 
lie  hod  ex|>erienced  for  some  time  past.  "  Security" 
bad  long  indeed  been  a  dream  to  him.  Well  might 
he  answer  back  its  pcnceful  challenge  with  grati- 
tude, as  be  smiled  thruugh  ix-flcclions  so  pleasing. 
And  liere,  as  be  niived  his  liciul  round  to  conicm- 
plate  the  K>inl>re  &Iiiulovrs  of  the  Scotch  (ir*  on  tbu 
bill-brow  above,  limed  as  they  were  with  llie  silver 
im>onlight)  thai  seemeit  as  lliough  it  shone  on  llieni 
to  soften  Uicir  Austerity,  hia  eye  was  caught  by  a 
light  of  nnotlKT  description.  It  seemed  to  flit 
hackwanls  and  forwards,  like  a  Will-o'-ibe-wisp, 
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ulong  ihc  utccnt  of  tlw  hill.  lie  watched  it  for 
sorae  little  time,  when  it  suddenly  disapjieitrtxl. 
"Cnn  that  be,"  he  said  to  himscll',  •>  QuaiidUi 
proceeditig  on  his  Keswick  errand,  with  torch  or 
lantern  to  guide  him?  Not  to',  nor  is  tbat  th« 
direction  fur  him  to  lake.  Can  it  be  okl  Mike's 
track  that  yonder  light  shines  orcr?  ....  Okl 
Mike!  If  I  wa:^  inclined  hitherto  to  be  sceptical 
M  10  hLi  superstition,  may  1  tKH  smik  at  it  now  f 
May  I  not  lell  him  how  triumphanily  I  have  just 
combated  what  he  terms  my  '  destiny  ."  Nay ;  be 
will  be  happy  to  hear  it :  Tor  tlie  good  old  mariner 
erinces  a  real  interest  in  my  safety I  pro- 
mised to  oome  (o  bis  cell;  I  wontfw  if  he  is  iherei* 
1  long  lo  tell  him  bow  I  have  managed  (bis  in- 
grate — ibis  Judas :  how  I  have  cheeked  pttrsuii, 
f^lified  avarice,  won  myself  security — all !  .  .  ,  . 

'lite  i»ij(hi  is  fine,  and " 

Here,  as  if  it  shone  by  way  of  rqily  lo  bis  surmise 
fMike's  being  at  his  cell,  the  light  glimmered  forih 
^ain.  and  seemed  to  beckon  him  to  <«ck  it  out. 
"  It  is  a  mystic  reply,  and  worthy  old  Mike;  if, 
indeed,  it  proceeds  from  li»  wcinl  abode,"  thought 
our  Iteto.  lu  he  sniilnl,  while  lie  turned  now  from 
the  brook  niid  proceeded  to  the  brow  of  itie  bill, 
beneath  the  .nltudows  of  which  his  Ibrm  was  speedily 
lost. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


"  In  me  communion  wilh  tliis  purest  being 
Kindled  intenser  zeal." 

Shellev. 


The  week  hnd  now  stolen  on,  nni!  llie  morning 
of  Sunday  had  dawned.     It  was  the  day  on  which 
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graren  in  quaint  ctuirncieni,  FIHRM  RCSriCR, 
tiiuit  poiniiog  perpetually  lo  the  dread  twur  gf 
(loom ;  and,  at  prcwni  in  p&rticular,  to  the  hour  of 
tfonhip  tluil  WHS  to  pn-parc  for  it. 

The  diimc  of  t])ow  luillowvd  bells,  softviifd  bj  the 

edkoes  of  tl»e  meer  batiks,  stole  not  more  sweetly  on 

the  ear  llian  tlic  halloncd  language  ifiey  »]M>ke 

su>le  upou  tlie  heart !     And  with  no  bosom  did 

tbey  sound  more  in  concord  thun  with  tbnt  of  u 

person  who  now  meets  »i  in  the  precincts  of  the 

village  cemetery.    They  vibrateil  iiiileMJ  un  n  heart 

luned  to  cdntiul  hamiony — on  a  iKan  ihat  felt  tlif 

'*fiilti«M^  of  lofty  joy  at  tlte  recurrence  of  the 

present  day's  solemnities.    Not  merely,  however, 

was  it  on  account  of  hisi  approval  of  re|i){ioufr  ob- 

KTVanoe  and  the  social  decorum  of  the  tSahhalh 

that  (tolefield  (for  such  was  his  name)  gazed  on 

tlie  villagers  in   their  decent  Stinday  attire  witli 

lively  interest ;  his  meditations  took  (us  wos  their 

wont)  a  higher  flight,  aiHl  indulged  iii  a  loAicr 

view  of  tlic  subject.     As  lie  looked  at  them  with  u 

countenance  at  once  thoughtful  and  benign,  he  ex- 

clainKd,  "  The  humblest  in  the  walks  of  life  may 

now   be  called   to   ieelings  tlut  will  raise   tbcni 

above    'thrones  and  dominions!'      It    i:<  in   ilie 

'  tuning '  of  tlieb*  minds  to  lofty  strains  the  making 

different  beings  of  them,  tliat   tlic  progrc»  'to 

church'  of  diose  villagers  strikes  me.     Yes;    be 
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religion  iruc  or  Gilse,"  (he  continued  to  himself,  as 
he  wniidfircd  along  tlirough  tlie  grauy  Iile»  of  brier- 
trellitscd  hicrs,)  '<  jet  in  calling  the  mind  to  themes 
lody  And  divine,  it  pun6cs  and  exalu  nuinkind, 
w)(l  weans  him  Iron)  worldly  matters  and  ilie  baser 
.  cares  of  humnnity — fretful,  sordid,  and  grovelling! 
Even  were  religion  but  an  ordinance  enjoining  ail 
'  good  subjccU '  to  lisipn  once  a  week  to  a  solemn 
oTBiion,  deicantingoiiany  highand  glorious  matter, 
it  would  be  a  udutarj  exercise  for  the  mind,  and 
would  Hune  it'  tu  nobler  themes  than  those  of  iu 
doily  strife.  It  would  be  relincd,  awe-struck,  filled 
with  a  rapture  ttuit  is  holy!  Ii  would  be  elevated 
to  loftier  muuiigK  than  lliow  uf  earth  and  earthly 
feud. — Tltis  too  is  religion  1" 

"  Yes,  indeed,  it  is  religion,"  said  an  elderly  and 
benevolent- looking  pcrM^n,  whn  now  cume  up  tu 
the  philosoplKT  and  poei,  (for  such  be  was;)  "  but 
though  n  safe  reli^oii  Ibr  minds  akin  to  heaven, 
such  ns  your  own  ;  yet,  for  less  naturally  good  and 
■age  spirits,  it  is  requisite  iliat  the  authority  of 
lieaveii  it&elf  should  place  its  seal  on  this  high 
mental  discipline.  Man '.  rash  and  blind  ! — Would 
be  (think  you)  listen  to  tlw  admonitions,  however 
exalted,  however  afTcciiunatc,  held  out  to  him  by 
his  fellow-man,  unleis  the  person  that  nddreKced 
him  were  as  it  were  the  muutlipicoc  of  Gutl's  uwii 
orade?" 
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« True,  true,  my  dear  Mr.  Fcnlon,"  rtplicd 
Golcfteld ;  "  joii  know  me  too  well  to  think  tluit  I 
could  feel  otlierurixc  llian  you  have  so  justly  ex* 
preweal.  I  nmy  mid,  too,  to  your  rvituirk,  ibat  I 
wbh  tlw  'ii><>ut)ipi«ce'  you  inviition  were,  gene- 
rally speaking,  itie  oritcl«,  like  youDtcir,  of  love  and 
clemency,  rather  titan  one  of  terror  and  <Ii>ni]ncia- 
tion.  Obedience  is  better  secured  hy  awaking  n 
sense  of  the  first — by  calling  tlie  heart  lo  listen  to 
their  hamionies. — ay  I  as  oT  wrapli  liarps  V* 

"Indeed,  ii  were  better,  ever,"  said  ihe  mild 
and  benevolent  pastor,  **  to  take  pleasure  in  sooth- 
ing pain  mUtr  tlmn  exciting  it ;  in  lioliling  out  hope 
and  blessing,  rather  tluin  pain  and  the  l)bckness 
oi  despair  I"  .  .  .  But,  just  at  this  moment  their 
attention  witt  exiled  to  the  circumstniicv  of  a  vcnc- 
rablv  f^iri:  |MUwing  tliem  wrap|)Ml  up  in  the  nmple 
fotiU  of  n  large  grey  cloak :  hb  hat,  witlt  its  sliiiilow 
crown  and  wide  brim,  wits  forced  very  niucli  over  hi» 
brow,  and  bis  piercing  eye*  tis  they  glaiicetl  keenly 
from  under  bix  hat  rivetted  atlentiou  lu  bts  cnunlc- 
nance.  lie  Heemeil  to  regard  Penton  with  a  look 
of  wild  curiotiiiy,  and  Oolefield'a  coiiiiieiiiince  Icm  nt, 
nnd  us  ilioiigh  lie  hod  seen  it  before ;  fiir  a  simile  of 
recognition  just  iiuuleilMlfapparetit  on  his  lip.  He 
pcused  U!i  hastily  by  as  bis  years  would  permit  his 
bowed  figure  to  proceed ;  and  as  be  now  pursued 
his  way  to  the  churcli-porch,  Ooltficld  inquired  of 
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ItK  reverent)  companion.  "  wtio  t,\te  venerable 
stmnger  vriu?"  "1  think,"  he  oddcti,  "I  have 
seen  hi^  fnce  before,  but  cannot  recnil  the  period, 
or  circiiinstiinc«,  of  our  meeting." 

"  I  liutcieil,  loo,  I  hitd  m-«ii  h  i-ountcnance  snn»!- 
thinff  like  his.  At  firnt,  I  ilioii^lii,  by  (he  silvery 
locks  that  escaped  from  under  his  hat,  tliat  it  wok 
old  Mike.  1  fniicie<],  too,  I  hiul  seen  tite  gooil  old 
mariner  (for  so  he  is,  despite  tlie  rude  village 
superstitions  ouncerning  bim)  in  a  cloak  sontevrhai 
like  hU." 

"  In  truth,  he  did  bear  a  certain  resemblance  in 
hi«  uulivnrd  gnisc  to  my  good  friend  the  ancient 
mariner,"  replied  Golefield.  "  Btit  how  often  dti 
we  come  acros*  faces  thiii  we  fiiney  »"«  kitow,  or 
have  known,  and  after  all  ih«y  are  nivrely  fcntiirei 
that  have  impressed  us  in  some  ctn-w>ry  glance; 
as  we  have,  pt^rchancc,  n>et  litem  citKUnlly,  iimidM 
the  wide,  living  ■  pl)antn«ma):p>riA '  ttiat  floated 
by." 

And  herclho  "  philosophic  dreamer"  (for  such,  loo, 
indecti  h«  was)  amused  hiniself  widi  fiiUowing  some 
train  of  miisinf[s  or  association  of  idem  that  ortMie 
in  his  mind,  of  formn,  of  faces,  of  scenes,  of  con  ver- 
sations,  he  hud  erewhile  known ;  when  suddenly 
looking  round  for  his  reverend  companion,  he  found 
he  hod  li*ft  him,  beii^  called  away,  not  only  lo  lie 
in  readinen  to  proceed  upon  his  sucred  duties,  but 
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to  answer  llie  alTectionate  greetings  of  liigit,  low, 
rich,  aod  poor,  tliat  iliroogcd  round  the  "  gooti  Mr. 
Fenton,"  (ns  we  have  bcrelofore  tneniioiinl  he 
wm  called,)  (vInmc  protence  in  (lie  pulpit  uf  Gui- 
lermcTc  was  on  llic  qwcia)  occiuioi)  (>r  ilclivcnng  a 
dian^aeniwn  in  bwhnir  of  the  rilla)^wIioo1. 
We  remember  Gertrude's  lulvertJsing  our  liero  <>f 
this  cirruintUmce  »ome  litile  time  a^,  mid  from 
her  abu  we  Imve  Iteen  tnndv  acquainietl  (tiat  I'eil- 
tnn's  "cure"  (for  though  a  long  imd  worthy 
worker  in  the  field  of  religion,  )>c  was  still  only  a 
"  curate")  was  at  the  village  of  Lonon,  a  place 
iK>  les  deviously  than  beautifully  situated  amidst 
romantic  hills  aiid  crags,  about  nine  or  ten  miles 
diHiaiit;  and  whitlKr  we  rihnll,  perchance,  at  some 
Tuture  period,  bo  callcti  on  lo  invite  our  roular 
through  the  mazes  of  our  story.  Tlte  great  populiw 
riqr  of  Fenton  marked  him  out  nlmve  nil  utheni  at  ■ 
person  likely  lo  promote  the  balluweil  purgtotes  of 
charily  by  bi«  presence  and  advocacy.  In  face, 
there  wns  scarcely  a  parish  supporting  a  cliariluble 
institution  in  tlic  couiily  that  did  not  endeavour  to 
avail  iixc'lf  oftbe  sacred  services  of  *'the  good  Mr. 
Fenton,  tlic  curate  of  Lortoii,"  lo  pronwte  iu 
cause. 

Golclicid,  on  linding  himself  alonu  again,  re- 
marked of  Fenton,  "  Ay,  he  is  a  man  iluil  induces 
UK  to  love,  not  only  piety  as  iiKulcated  by  our 
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church,  htit  ilic  body,  too,  ihat  represents  his  sacred 
cn1IIii|;.  He  b  an  ornament  to  society)  and  a 
bl««ting  at  onc«  .  .  ."  but  here  a  quick  trampling 
of  feet  roused  him  again  from  another  fit  of  thai 
characteristic  musing  that  coRstantU- absorbed  him. 
Ue  raised  up  his  head,  and  bchi-ld  the  objects 
of  Fenton'fi  advocacy  at  the  church  of  Buttcrmcrc 
oil  this  day, — the  viiln;{c  school- cJii Id rcn,  ditwscd 
in  their  littlv,  oUl-fnHhioticd,  yet  decent  grey  coats, 
and  the  girls  in  cionkK  of  thc«ainc  colour,  proceeding 
ill  n  fiic  of  two  and  two  up  to  the  churcii -porch. 
GolcfH'ld  stood  apMTt,  meeting  tiieir  xniiling  laces 
with  a  smile  too  of  benevolence,  atid  nodding  to 
many  a  little  friend  whose  acqiiainlancc  it  had 
been  a  pleasure  to  him  to  earn  witli  a  piece  of 
gingerbread  or  a  handful  of  marbles.  In  fact,  the 
philosopher  was  scarcely  less  amiable,  scarcely  lew 
apromotcr('*asfarn«inhim  lay")  of  human  happi- 
ness, than  his  reverend  friend  ihc  curnle  of  Lorton. 
lie  vas,  like  thi«  exa-Ileiit  person,  beloved  alike  by 
the  pciuomi  and  the  man  of  "  prouder  estate." 

"It  is  a  pleasure  to  see  tlii<  eliildren  look  w  > 
healthy,  neat,  and  happy,"  siiid  u  person,  addrM»> 
ing  Oolefleld,  a»  Iw  paitscd  on  to  the  chiirdi.  It 
was  Kouthmore ;  a  [Mrson  of  a  more  practical  miwl 
and  more  anient  temperament  than  Golefield, — a 
mat)  of  a*  vivid  intellect,  liul  lesi  vaguely  spcco- 
laiivetlian  the  other  wasincline^l  tot»e, — lesfbndi^ 
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pursuing  llie  dreams  of  hU  liuicyt  w  ib«  ingcDuity 
of  his  reosoi),  for  l)io  mere  meiaptij'iiciil  pIcMure  it 
aflbrdetl.  Tbis  deligtii,  as  tliat  of  a  bird  Mwring 
tlirougb  tlie  bluv  vlhcr,  «a»  a  sufficient  rcwurU  to 
GolelielJ,  as  indeed  it  is  (he  grcai(«t  and  bweelcM 
reward  to  die  poclico)  mind.  Society,  perliap*, 
tiuy  consider  itself  more  imlebted  for  die  utibty  of 
his  mental  pursuits  lu  itoudiiaore,  wl>o  applitx)  die 
storcfe  of  his  lore,  the  resesrches  of  bb>  laind,  luid 
tiie  zeal  of  bis  pen,  to  more  practical  purpuae». 
The  oiic  wos  carried  away  uncviiirullulily  by  bib 
imngiiuitran,  and  by  the  exucmi*  fvcuniliiy  of  tiifi 
fiincicft,  wiiicli  ibuzli:d  bim  no  less  by  their  bcnuiy 
than  iliey  tempted  him  from  all  neigh bourliootl  uf 
tile  practical  Imck,  by  the  boldnciM,  tteiglii,  und 
exicntof  dieir  e\putiiitiuii.  'lIic  pbiloMtpbcr,  or 
dreamer  bimiuilf,  wiu  held  under  «  cltarm  by  the 
«pell  ei:erciied  over  bim  by  his  own  mind.  To 
look  at  him  Gmiling  through  his  drenm,  yuu  could 
perceive  lie  was  bcgiiilod  to  u  world  which  be  could 
not  (if  be  would)  content  to  exchange  for  itu* 
pnicticiil  reidiiio  of  the  social  world  around  him. 
Fen-,  then,  could  follow  GolefieUI,  or,  con>c<iucntly, 
sympatliize  with  bim.  Every  one  muM  admire 
him ;  but  if  diere  was  touch  to  dazile  nuuikiud  iu 
his  speculations,  there  was  little  tangible.  Rouilf 
on    llic  oUicr    band,  sbapoil   bis   pliiluwi- 
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mental  expuiAlimi.  In  tlic  monil  causes  ho  advo- 
caietl,  no  onv  coiilil  ontMrip  him  in  vivacity  of 
intellect  and  stvie  or  urttoiir  of  feeling ;  but  he  ever 
aclh«rc(l  IM  the  bounds  of  tlw  socinl  scope,  and  felt 
satisfied  if  he  could  win  s}-nipathy  within  (he  palo 
of  bis  fellow-men,  rather  than  sun  himHeif  in  the 
beams  of  happy  druim^,  that,  however  delightful 
in  iJiemselvc*,  were  yet  unsubstantial.  The  one 
wbbed  as  well  to  the  cnuxe  of  society  ns  the  other ; 
but  CSotefield's  inind  was  so  contUtutcd,  that  it  io- 
dulf;i-d  in  a  sort  of  inielkctiud  Arcadia,  which,  as 
regiinled  (he  interests  of  society,  painlvd  life  cod 
human  character  as  he  vrisbed  to  see  it,  and  not  as 
it  ivcll  could  be.  Houthinorc's  zeal  led  him  to 
conibal  the  prejiMltccs  of  man;  nor  less  the  daring 
presumption  of  man.  It  led  bim  to  a  iDore  rea- 
sonable code,  whose  beauty,  in  bis  view,  was  its 
utility,  its  greater  practical  perfection.  Ditl  em- 
pirics wish  to  overthrow  sound  institutions  by  nub 
innovations'/  Itouthinore  was  the  cliampion  whose 
2cal  pursued  them  to  the  la^t  gasp  that  gave  them 
breoib  to  run.  His  vivid  style,  and  seardiing, 
keen,  and  lofty  urgimient,  win  ever  the  foremost, 
iit  was  five  most  ellectivc,  u>  expose  tlieir  errur^ 
—to  shame  tlH>m  into  a  better  habit  of  thinkinj;. 
Ill  placing  the  rco^yns  fur  their  doing  to  in  the 
most  Attractive  liglit,  by  slicwing  the  anwlioraiioa  j 
lliat  society,  and  ibe  cmidition  ofbunum  Itappinca^j 
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wouJtl  derive  froai  abjuring  ihvir  unienaiilu  »crup)n 
—be  let!  to  improToiDciit  in  die  mosi  certain  wsfi 
tio  iwo  in«n,  iherefiire,  coiiUl  be  more  nsmtinlly 
<Il(I«rciil  in  their  mental  characteriuica  itinii  Ciulc- 
iidd  and  Routlimore.  No  two  men  saw  each  otiitr's 
mental  excellences  and  bcnuties  witli  a  grettter  «U> 
lingntsK  to  pity  <li-rcrfncc  to  them  reciprocally. 
Tlic  simplicity  of  clmrticlcr  of  Ui^cficUl  in  society 
ttpvrd  well  Willi  lib  intellectual  character  u  the 
"cliild  of  Fancy," — the  playdiing  of  Mlf-wroughl 
tlreoms, — fur  Ills  dn-ams  swayed  lilai  more  than  be 
swuved  or  conirulli-d  Im  dreamt;  for,  as  we  luive 
already  snid,  they  carried  htm  awny  on  ilioir  wing 
tievondullboiiixiituf  piir»ti)t,  orsjnipatliy  frooilhoae 
around  him.  lie  wnan  feather  en  the  wind  with 
which  ilicy  bore  litrn.  Tu  obncrvc  liim,  to  hi-ur 
him  spc>fflk,  his  spirit  cn^t-riy  looking  ilirougli  liik 
i-yc  and  ctjunieiiunce  »t  the  bright  lllusioiu  tliat 
ployvtl  betiire  it,  you  felt  ihc  "  thing  of  clay"  was 
U»t^the  mull  Golefkid  was  lo^t, — and  a  pcrsoui- 
(icntion  of  miiMl,  or  spirit,  f;lowcd  before  you ! 

Thia  difTirrcncc  of  their  c  ha  rac  I  eristics  and  icm- 
perniiii'.iiiwiu  wiiiiessed)  too,  in  their  co  untie  nances. 
The  simple,  beuevolcnl  look  and  expresBioo,  b<-u>- 
kening  happiness  in  itself,  which  cliuractcrizcd 
GoleJield,  was  strongly  c»atru.<tted  with  tlie  ani- 
mated, keen  countcnwicK!  of  Itouiltmorc.  'I*heir 
features  were  not  mure  dilferenl  thntilhe  ruddy,  hale 
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cwnplcximi  of  llic  (]rVfim<;r-tMrd  mid  n>Mtip1iysician 
(liRcrctl  rnMn  time  of  ihe  darker  and  niorv  swaitliv 
tntJL's  4>f  the  zealous,  sctiolar,  crilic,  nnd  mortil  phi- 
iDSoplivr,  Uoutlimore. 

Bui  ncM  to  dw-ell  any  longer  on  iliis  "aiial>si>'' 
or  character  of  tvro  individuals  so  distin^iisJied, — 
(though  to  have  said  less  would  have  )>cen  an  tii> 
justice  lx>th  to  (lie  reader  and  (o  ibem,) — we  will 
toke  up  the  convcr«ition  between  tlicm  for  Uie  few 
moments  that  the  vhurch^hclls  yet  pernitited  ii  to 
continue,  trc  their  diiin«  should  end,  and  warn 
them  no  lon^^r  to  dcl;iy  I'roin  the  facrcd  thrc^okl. 

Golcficld  replied  to  Rutilliinnre*!t  rwnnrk  on  the 
cleiuiiini'ss  and  hnppineis  of  the  sd)0(>l -children — 

*'  \y,  it  lit  u  delight  to  see  tltein  !  I  view  theni 
with  nungled  feelings  of  pleasure  u  tlicir  happi- 
ness mid  ^lul^>e  at  myself.'' 

"  liow  mV  'riie  conclusiou  b  scarcely  deditc- 
ibic  from  »o  lienevulenl  an<l  good  a  premivct"  re- 
plied Kouthmore,  smiling,  as  hb  compiniiflii  put 
liU  arm  into  his,  while  they  strolled  on  by  Uic  side 
of  th«  children  to  the  chnrch-door. 

"  Why,  '  slianie"  lo  tlitnk  tliat  we,  willi  all  our 
(wasted  wimlom,  arc  scarcely  »>  truly  wise  as  tlioae 
little  heings  in  ihi-Jr  innocent  igiiomncc !" 

"  Nay.  all  humanity  is  impcrfectton ;  hence  it  is 
tliat  we  fail  in  wbdom.  Dui,  surely  ihe  cxeraseoT 
matured  reason  renders  us  superior  (though  impcr- 
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feci,  no  (loiilil,  in  our  viewi  from  lb«  ver}-  wedtnew 
©four  nature)  to  lh<?  uni]iatur«tl  and  t(^nd«r  mind?" 

"  ^A'hyi  tliat  litllr  yeltow-liaircfl  fellow,  wlio  lias 
stuped  onl  of  llic  rnnk  to  pick  a  lioncynckle 
flower  from  the  stem  over  voniler  gmM-green  bier, 
it  wortliier  of  ailmiraiion  than  rou  or  I !  .  ■  . 
Wlih  all  oar  wifidom,  our  efToru  to  diKover  tint 
*  nioot  pmnt'  to  ihc  end  of  lime, — the  '  greatcft 
good  to  th«  greatest  number," — we  are  not  yet  ao 
truly  in  possenion  of  th«  desideratum — 'tiappi- 
nos'-ss  thai  child  r- 

"Truly  so,"  rcpli^-d  Routlimorc;  "  tlw  reflec- 
tion wruinly  ix  Immilimiitg  to  us,  to  think  bow 
much  ID  vain  we  wrivc  toward*  ihc  liglic.  But,  lo 
quit  tbtK  vein  of  roj^l  at  our  essential  wcaknes  as 
men.  rather  than  argue  tlint  '  iniuxx-nt  childish- 
ncM*  b  wonhier  of  lulmiration  in  itti  ItappincsE 
ihan  *  praiseworthy  effort'  in  its  failure  ttiroiifjh 
hamjn  imperfection, — to  quit  this,  let  us  ratlier 
contemplate  the  blessing  imparted  to  ihese  children 
and  sociel^  by  die  Imppy  Kytttcm  of  education  tlieae 
'  SuniUy-tdiuol'  ctuiblisliments  promote.  Tlw: 
ptx»pect  my  mind  more  willingly  pursuci  U,  the 
refinereenl  of  the  spirit — the  anK'lionition  of  the 
moral  principle — the  diminution  of  crime — the 
practical  benefit  to  ibc  country — ihe  ble«ing  to 
mankind." 

"  And  yet — (o  think,  my  d<H»r  Ilouihmore,  tliat 
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nit  tltn  '  refiuing*  of  t)ie  (pint  cloes  iHit  Toster  tlic 
growtii  »r  sensibililies  nhicli  shall  stuirpcn  (it  may 
lie)  the  future  psngti  of  remorse,  and  render  the 
heart  )e»  hnppv  than  even  it  vrould  Iiave  l>een  in 
ibe  Diiiiibness  of  feeling  ero  it  was  thus  refined." 

"  TTiis  is  the  lax  incumbent  on  all  good,  in  the 
social  or  inornl  world.  You  spenk  loo  mitch  as  a 
'  poet  I' — ^u  sul]vr  fix-ling  to  gain  the  ascendancy 
OTcr  rcnsonl  —  }roii  look  too  far  I  aivd  in  doing 
«>,  conniler  too  Hl^tly  th«  ml  merit*  of  nn  etaen- 
tial  good,  and  a  great  social  heneiil." 

"  Well,  you  arc  right,"  said  his  meditative  com- 
psntun,  with  the  licntgn  smile  of  nn  ntscnt  tliat  felt 
liis  friend  spoke  truly,  and  Itiat  yet  there  was  aboa 
"  plrasing  pain"  in  his  own  riews  and  feelings 
which  Ik  would  be  unwilling  nltoi^ctlicr  to  for«^. 
But  llie  Inst  chime  of  the  bell  hiul  now  sounded 
as  ilieir  feet  were  on  the  wicred  ihresWId.  They 
enlcretl,  and  were  soon  wriipt  in  the  hallowed 
themes  which  spoke  to  the  tveort,  the  feelings,  no 
less  tliao  ininginniion  and  reaiion.  Thove  ihemes, 
too,  won  imprcK^ivcne«s  from  the  hiand  yet  chastely 
solemii  mAiitier  of  Ft-nton.  Tlicrc  was  a  ebade  yet 
of  sorrow  over  that  l>eni^  aspect.  There  was  a 
tone  of  wrrow  also,  mingling  with  tinute  accents  of 
hope  n]i(l  l>enevoleiice,  diat  insefiubly  stole  u[ 
tlti:  liearer;  white  the  lH<arl,  no  less  than  t)>e  ey( 
followed  the  preacher.     But  there  was  no  one  of 
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ill  present  «'h<Me  hcnrt  or  rye  tccmcil  ui  follow 
him  with  inore  deeply  Tell  iriivrot  tlun  thoM  of 
ibe  vcnentble  stnnger  Uwi  not  long  ago  tuul 
AUrncicd  tbe  notice  of  Uoldlcld  uiii  I'cnton,  u 
ibcv  wen*  canverBing  in  the  churcK<ynrd.  \V)ic- 
tber  there  was  any  peculiar  source  of  interesi  to 
this  person,  in  auglil  connected  wiili  ibe  "  good 
cumte^"  bejoml  Umt  of  iliv  present  exercise  of  lib 
hallowed  function,  wc  nrc  uimblc  to  say.  Xteing  a 
stranger  in  ttie  pWe,  iili  iippaaranoe,  w  may  be 
expccled,  excited  attention,  coupled  wiih  n  ccrtntn 
degree  of  curiosity  to  know  "wJw  he  could  he'f" 
Tlic  eyes  of  the  "  good  folk"  present  were  tliere> 
fbra  "  sundry  times"  turned  towards  biiu,  nor  did 
ikc  int«T<:st  he  evinced  in  regarding  die  preacher 
escape  ihcm.  Nay;  tlrasc  who  sate  in  a  position 
to  mark  the  workings  of  hti  conniennnce,  un<I  th« 
osqwcsaon  of  tlie  old  man's  feature,  declared  tltey 
cotdd  detect  a  tear  glisten  in  his  eye  after  he  bad 
regarded  the  iace  of  Fenton  with  intent  eamesl- 
ness  for  some  time.  Aflcr  all,  it  might  be  but  the 
ditnnets  of  siglu,  the  weakness  of  age's  vision,  to 
^  which  this  nppcArance  was  to  be  attributed.  Be 
■this,  however,  la  it  may,  llHKie  who  aui  rciKl  the 
Hheart  through  tite  countenance  would  not  have 
F pronounced  much  amis^  had  diey  dccnK-d  that 
sorrow  and  r^ret  were  scarcely  lew  nwrked  on 
lOfie  venerabtn  traits  than  attention  to  the  preacher, 
o2 
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or  devotion  for  the  theme  he  uttered.  Bui  if 
aged  stranper  Iwd  nttrncted  nuy  tmticc,  it  was  d 
tittfd  cpecdily  to  br.  atlled  nvrny  from  him,  aoi 
dirccU-d  to  a  "  phenomenon"  of  the  other 
which  rtow  made  it£  a[>pearanee,  arrajvil  in  A  »xyl 
tItiiL  fully  jiutificd  the  Imnsient  gape  of  the  con 
gregnlion  as  it  adviiiiced  up  ihe  aisle.  During  this 
portentous  intervid,  even  tlw  heads  of  the  auditor; 
K-ere  turia-<t  awuy  from  the  etiiniable  preocltcr. 
liift,  the  "  pheiwmenon"  (or  "  mtffa  Ihauma^'  at 
old  Homer  would  h:ivc  termed  it)  was  irresiuible. 
lis  "  irruption,"  too,  into  the  »scred  edifice,  at  t)te 
admnccd  iti/igc  to  which  the  service  had  now  ar- 
rived, rendfired  ihe  eirciimstnncc  more  conspicuous 
and  "  j^pe-provokingl"  Of  course,  we  must  not 
pronounce  on  the  merits  of  the  fashion  of  a  pn>t 
day  by  »  reference  to  that  wliich  is  at  present  the 
prevailing  laftte  i  hut  no  doubt  the  lady  in  question 
knew  well  what  was  becoming  when  she  appeared 
in  a  blue  Mitin  hnt  lined  with  pink,  exhibiting 
thcr  two  |>ortentou9  roiett^v  of  ilic  <tiincnsions 
|xonies  over  each  ear,  just  as  coach-linrw* 
decorated,  or  rathci'  "  garnished."  But  this  is  not 
all.  Vn'c  are  but  a  «)tort  way  upon  oor  progress 
to  the  interesting  tout  nufitMe.  A  beautiful  bulT 
iirK*>*,  buttoned  nil  down  the  front,  (the  complete 
nige,  by-the-bye — the  mania  of  the  day  t)  with 
large  lilac-coloured  buttons  commamls  next 
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homngc ;  ihe  same,  be  it  obccrved,  being  enhanced 
in  i^ect  by  u  rich  bonier  of  lilac  al*o,  wliicli  ftood 
oat  "  in  splendid  relief*  rrom  tbe  nuira  wber 
ground  of  buff,  ^\'c^l;  orer  ber  shoulders  oar 
tovciy  " pliciHJiuenon "  wore  a  "charming"  brif^lit 
ambcr-coIourcd  &hsw],  «itli  a  border  and  friiij^c  of 
bUck;  while  s  capacious  collar,  bordered  with 
Valcncicnnw  liicc,  exhibited  ils  smiw-whitc  con- 
trast to  the  umbvr  huc»  of  the  shawl.  No  lady,  wc 
are  confident,  could  corvcy  benclf  in  the  glan  in 
SDch  a  costume,  and  not  proitouncc  lienelf  "  n(- 
tractire"  beyond  all  dinibt;  and  to  this  just  and 
Uudable  coiiclmion  Miss  Uuwbi^^eu  (for  it  is 
herself  who  proceeds  up  titc  able  bclbrv  us)  ar> 
rived,  no  doubt,  when  ^ic  dccorali'd  herself  in  iL 
That  a  litllc  time  was  taken  urvr  a  toilette  of  such 
"  curious  liu«te"  cuniKtt  be  qnestione«l ;  and  hence 
man  ahe  be  excusied  for  making  her  appearance  at 
tbe  prewint  .somewhat  advanced  state  uf  tike  ser- 
vice, the  ptalms  l>eing  nearly  concluded,  ijhe  was 
followed  by  her  estimable  brother,  coughing  the 
whole  way  up  the  able;  as  much,  perlMpo,  from 
impatience  at  her  delay,  which  doubtless  nearly 
choked  him  with  grunihling,  as  from  any  cold  or 
weakness  of  tractica.  His  irritation  was  los  of  die 
lungs  or  throflt  than  of  the  temper.  But  the  grand 
question,  after  all,  has  not  been  solved — namely,  in 
reference  to  what  person  in  jMU-iicuIar  it  was  tluit 
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tAa»  llowbt^^n  had  rendered  ber»elf  so  particu- 
hirly  attractive  ?  For  it  a  scarcely  to  be  supposei! 
Uint,  liowever  universally  "  obliging"  ber  dispcv- 
lition  was,  she  should  liavc  so  far  laken  pains  to 
render  berself  aii  object  of  admiration  lo  ibe 
mere  wortby  but  ordinary  group  of  ibc  Butler- 
mere  congregation.  Xo;  we  caiitiott  tlicn,  be  ai 
It  loss  to  pronounce  lliat  she  certainly  must  have 
had  "  tile  Hon.  Colonel  Uenmore,  M.R,  of  Clan- 
renmore,  county  Caithness,"  in  contemplation,  as 
she  surveyed  herself  in  tbc  full-length  toilette  f^bss, 
and  emerged,  like  another  Iris,  in  the  resplendence 
of"manycolotirs" — bu(r,lilac,  black,  and  amber! . . 
By-tbe-bye,  yet  more,  (the  Graces  forgive  us 
we  had  forgotten  one  great  essential  in  this 
tome,  and  as  particularly  excnipltfying  the  fasbii 
of  the  day, — this  was,  tbc  ml  bccl  to  the  boot ; 
the  upper  portion  of  which  was,  in  the  delicate 
anil  chaste  contrast,  yet  Kill  no  Icssnrikingoae, 
of  while  saiid.  But  the  "  rcil  lieeU"  were  the 
great  point  of  interest  in  the  costume  of  the  day, 
just  as  the  "  high  heels"  or  "  choppines"  of  the 
olden  time  were  in  their  day;  and  a  curious  aceiKini 
of  which  may  be  seen  in  "  Tom  Coryatc's  Crudi- 
ties;" not  to  mention  that  this  gear  is  memorialized 
in  Shakspcare's  llainlvt.  Now,  if  a  %ure  so  well 
n-onby  to  attract  odmimtion  as  that  which  Miss 
Hotvbiggen  exhibited  wu  not  enough  to  charm  ■ 
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whole  iTgiro«n(,  to  say  nothing  of  one  stray  colonel, 
KC  wc  »t  a  loM  to  say  wlint  would.  But  nlos!  the 
contradictroo  of  destiny  !~llut  wayward  may  of 
tliat  envi(>u»  law  tluit  thwarts  «v«r)«atii)(;)y  oar 
fbndesl  expeclauoiul  The  very  penoa  igiiiint 
whom  ibis  lottery  of  attriicuoii  was  to  be  directed 
WB*  nciually  out  of  ilie  way^"  naa  tti  intvuttaf" 
Now,  Miw  floHluf^u  very  reasonably  r^^tled 
being  deprived  of  tbe  pleasure  of  seeing  Colonel 
Kcuniorei  since  he  wbs  to  bo  ber  guest  llial  dny.  lu 
hex,  hv  had  at  length  (accoi-ding  to  ibu  intinifltion 
eiprrssed  by  him  ut  tlic  close  of  our  preceding 
chapter)  accepted  her  *'  advances  towards  drawing 
him  oatt" — tltat  is,  an  inritalion  to  dine ;  wbile  Mr. 
Howbiggi-n,  with  character  is  tie  beaHahnciS,  called 
it  "  worrying  the  man  from  his  privacy."  No 
wonder,  then,  llmt  Mt»  Howbiggen  was  a  little 
dii^iiK-d  at  not  seeing  our  hero.  Alack  I  (o  think 
Uut  tlie  curious  and  grateful  study  of  tliat  toilette 
should  Iw  "  labour  lost !"  And  wlio  knows  ?  it 
night  be  "  Love's  Labour  Lost  I"  For  tirai  Mist 
Howtnggen  hiid  conceived  a  strong  interest  in  (he 
Colonel  must  already  have  Iwcn  wilncs»cd.  beyond 
the  possibility  of  n  doubt.  With  difficulty  did  she 
restrain  her  impatience,  and  the  expression  of  her 
disappointment,  till  the  conclusion  nf  tlie  service; 
when  slicdid  w),  it  was  to  her  "»yi»piilbiiing"  bro- 
ther.— Riidwiut  think  you  lie  hail  thegracctorcplyV 
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"  H«i  bC)  he ! — ugb,  Dgh,  ugti !"  (die  cougb  and 
''jlfa^were  interwoTcn  together  like  lbeiiitij^'xhH(1eea| 
twvpair  of  "  tliundcr  and  ligliining"  coloured  itodt- 
ings,)  "the  Colonel  docs  quite  right  to  keep  awiiy, 
if  be  doesn't  wish  to  go  (o  church,  stranger  here  as 
he  is,  to  he  ntiired  »t.  It  is  not  vwry  one  that 
do«s  make  it  u  rule  to  '  go  poking*  lo  church  !  .  . . 
agh,  ugli,  ugfa!"  .  .  .  (Another  fit  of  coughing.) 
*■  I  don't  know  (ugh,  ugh !)  whetlter  (ugh !)  I  did 
not  catch  this  vile  cold  in  '  droggle-lsillng'  lost 
Sunday  through  the  wet  to  church  after  you.  .  .  . 
Ugh,  ugb,  ugb,  ugh  f  .  .  .  .**  But  here  a)l  further 
colloquy  was  drowned  in  the  fit  of  coughing  thati 
ensued  in  an  exasperated  degree ;  while  llie  some- 
what indignant  fair  one  replied,  witli  a  Uuil 
impatience — 

**  I  shall  really  never  h«ir  the  last  of  that  cold  V 
....  but  perceivuig  that  her  words  were  lost  on] 
Mr.  Howbi^en,  she  reverted  to  Iier  own  caui>e  ofj 
dissaiis&dioo.      **  AlflNt    contnidictory    and   Uid~ 
talizing — Colonel  Kenmorenoi being  present. 
M'ell,  ai  any  rate,  we  shall  huve  ilic  pleasure  oi 
setting  him  to-day."     So  saying,  b)m>  conxolcil  ber-J 
self  fi>r   her  disappointment,  and  now  niatio  her 
way  to  meet  Ikt  vai-ious   friends   who  tbropf 
together — tlie  service  being    now  over — in   the 
transit  from  the  church,  tu  hoUl,  according  to  cus- 
tom, (as,  reader,  you  may  »ce  tn  any  village  cimrch- 
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y*rd  on  »  Suntiiiy,)  ■  fvw  minutes'  cDavcnatic 
ere  dispeMiDg  lo  tlicir  ditTvrcnl  uIxkIu. 

Mr,  lluwbtjtgen  liobbk-cl  after  tier,  trjacuUling 
with  what  breuth  tie  ooultl  niu«UT,  nftcr  iIm:  (lUci- 
pluie  of  hb  coughiR^^  "  It  u  tlie  root  of  all  bodily 
fivils^  a  cold,  I  do  believe.  So  much  fev«r  nlwajf 
coanecled  with  iL  .  .  .  lltat  l>It>ckheiMl  EhIbiIi 
was  for  once  in  his  life  riglit  when  he  laid  su.*'—^ 
Jusi  at  this  moment,  and  as  this  kind  rcmiiiucvnct: 
of  the  worthy  Doctor  had  hardly  escaped  iiii  lip^ 
op  came  the  littio  man  himself,  greeting  his  patient 
in  ht>  usual  lively  Mylc,  to  tlie  invariatile  ditar- 
nwgemcnt  of  that  cynical  gentlcnian's  bilious  lenwl 
pcramcnt. 

"Ual  cold  belter  to-day,  1  hope,  Mr.  How- 
biggcn  ? — and  how  do  you  do,  Miss  Uowhiggen  i 
Bcaaliful  sermon  we  have  hod  to-day.  Deligbiful 
preacher  Mr.  Fsnton." 

To  all  these  remarks  and  inquiries  the  fair  one 
and  Iter  brotl>cr  both  replied  at  once.  Hic  words 
of  the  dyspeptic  patient  being,  "  Ugb,  not  a  bit 
better !  Ilow  »l>uiild  a  man's  cold  be  i>cltcr, 
buxarding  his  Iteulth  in  coming  lo  a  damp  church  .'" 
So  grumbled  Mr.  liowbiggen  ;  while  the  smiliiig 
Doctor's  attention  was  more  occupied  in  Ibteiiing 
U)  the  gentler  greeting  of  his  amiubli-  lister. 

"Oh  yes!  Mr.  Howbijjf^rii 'scold  i»  much  better T 
.  lh«  sermon  was  delightful  I  .  .  .  but  .  .  . 

oa 


998 


AD\T.\TrRES  or 


n 


but  .  .  ."  (glad  to  arrive  at  tlie  topic  uppermtxt 
in  her  mind),  "  I  itwtiglit  I  itliotikl  Imve  »en 
Cotond  Rcnmorc  ut  citiirdt  to-dny,"  ' 

"Coloael  Ronmorc!"  vxdaimvd  Etduile.  "  Dearfl 
me  I  yoar  mentioning  liis  iijune  i-emindx  ni«  uf  m; 
sad  neglect  in  not  having,  ere  novr,  pnid  my, re- 
spects to  him  (i»  I  pruitii»eil.  .  .  ," 

["  Lucky  fvllow,  il>e  Colonel,"  grovletl  out  How 
blggcn  to  liimseir,  "  to  be  spared  the  annovance !"] 

"  Imleed  r  inlerpoeed  iliss  llowbiggen;   while^ 
the  Doctor  continued —  | 

"  I  have  not  actually  been  to  sec  him  since  our 
little  fishing  ramble  together — nearly  n  rortnighl 
ago  now — wlien  I  walked  up  to  coll  on  you.  In 
fact,  I  have  been  so  nucli  ctigagcil  in  going  the 
round  of  my  varions  patients  in  tlic  ncighhom'bood 
of  Keswick,  that  I  liavc  been  unable  to  do  so.  I 
liave  an  excellent  opportunity,  however,  of  calling! 
now,  so  I  will  march  forward  to  tlie  Truvdler^Aj 
Rest,  And  beat  up  tlic  Colonel's  quarters;  and, 
by-tlie-by«,hc  was  good  enough  to  offer  niea '  fntik' 
whenever  I  requireil  one,— I  will  eek  thni  fuvour 
of  him  to-day.  Rui  you  have  assuredly  met  hin 
ere  tliis?" 

'*  No,  indeed  I  not  until  tliis  morning  Imve  his 
engagements  pemiittetl  hini  to  promise  us  the 
pleasure  of  hit  oompiiny." 

**  Oh !  tlwn,  i  stttll  see  him  to-day  at  your  house. 


JAJ1S9  UATFCEU). 

(  am  deliglilMl  at  thai !  You  will  find  liim  n  bum 
agreeable  ptmon  imtccci  !  Rat  I  am  surprised  you 
Inre  not  met  iiim  itoonur." 

**  No;  OD  oonwderatioa,"  replied  Mia  Uaw< 
biggeHi  "  I  can  now  rcry  L-asil;  uiHlcrstnnd  tliui 
whilst  hia  moveiiicnu  vrcrc  ttiiKTUiin,  he  Uioughl 
it  more  coDvenieni  m  decline  coming  out,  than  lo 
bsvc  to  write  ao  exciue  subsequently  on  finding 
be  could  not  oome,  or  accept  the  invitation  con- 
dllionally." 

"  Wellr  that  b  very  reasonable  of  you,"  ob- 
tencd  Mr.  Howbiggcn  i  "  vastly  reasonable  ! — and 
you  are  willing  to  ituike  tliis  irxcuse  now  you  fjiticy 
be  it  coming  [— bad  lie  still,  however,  <lccliii<?d  your 
ailranccs,  he  would  have  been  still  a  subject  of  idle 
spceoloiion,  and  you  as  uoreatonably  fic^ty  ns 
ever.  .  .  .  Well,  i  only  hope,  llvlty,  now  you 
Iwve  leaxed  bim  into  cominff  to  dine " 

.  .  .  "  '  Drawn  him  oat,'  **  if  you  please,  into  ilw 
circle,  so  happy  to  »liew  htm  due  attention — 
'  teaiied'  him,  indeed  !" 

Ho  said  Miis  Honbiggcn;  meautimi-  hi:rl)rotbcr, 
taking  no  notice  of  her  re^^roof,  conitiiiicd,  .  .  . 
'*  I  only  hope  {I  beg  to  say)  (hat  whvn  you  have 
made  his  acquainiaocc,  you  will  not  have  reason 
to  repent  iL** 

"  Kepvnt  it !"  exclaimed  Dr.  Etdaile  and  Miss 
Howbiggea  both  at  once  ;  the  one  in  serious  pel> 
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tishncM ;  tliv  otli«r,  iit  Im  uKual  loiie  of  gooil-Il 
mourcil  miliary;  for  I'^liiiie  wu  iivver  niurti 
pleaacil  with  his  eccciurk:  [Nttient  Uian  when  he 
was  ill  hi*  pi^culiurl}'  morose  and  uniiie  moods. 
*'  Why,  you  speak,"  oontiiiued  "  Heliy,"  (for  so 
was  MiM  He^^lvr  Uowbigj^  ftuniliarly  cnllei)) 
"  as  if  w«  were  about  to  meet  a  swindler  or  felon  t 
KidiciilousI" 

"  Pish  I  1  don't  mean  (o  say  the  man  is  eiilier 
ihe  one  or  the  other,  though  there  is  never  lieing 
certain.  All  I  would  suggest  is,  that  1  never  knew 
any  good  come  of  hcing  so  '  mighty'  mixious  to  sea 
and  know  people'  (ugh,  u^t!)  \Vc  iilways  gel 
disappointed  in  our  expectations,  and  deceived  m 
otu"  hopes." 

"  Ay ;  but  you  will  not  be  so  in  the  Colonel,  1 
con  assure  you,"  said  I-Uduile; — "  the  most  agree- 
able, delightful  companion  I  ever  fell  in  with," 

*'  To  be  sure  1  to  b<!  sure !"  excUinied  Hetty  t 
"  for  sliamc,  brotltcr  I — this  tnoroK  way  of  viewing 
men  mid  tilings " 

..."  Is  what  men  and  tilings  too  oAen  deserve. 
It  b  everlastingly  the  cb6c,"  continued  the  ascetic, 
in  a  hasty  tone,  <*  tliat  our  liking  or  respect  for 
people  very  little  improves  on  our  further  aoquitint- 
ance  witli  tbcm  t  (ugh,  ugh  I") 

"  Oil,  there  is  no  fear  of  this  in  the  instance  of 
my  friend,  Colonel  Kcumorc,— so  good  morning. 
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until  I  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  yoa  again 
at  (liiincr."  Aiid  no  Miylu^,  Dr.  Ksdailc,  after 
iiaving  matle  a  brief  dirlay  m  pay  liis  n»pccts  (o 
the  cume  of  Lortoii,  proceeded  on  his  vitit  to  our 
hero.  The  good  (Kutor  witt  now  udvaiicing  fnxn 
the  church  porch,  surroiuidcti  by  all  ilie  gentry  of 
tiie  coDgrcgaiiun  ^amongst  wiioni  were  Mr.  Lawtoii 
witli  his  iair  daughter  Laura)  in  coiirersatiou  wiib 
him.  They  were  all  happy  to  lake  ilia  opportu- 
nity of  poyinjT  their  respects  to  him,  and  exprcuiog 
the  gratiftcotioii  they  had  deritxd  from  his  udvocncyt 
feeling  aiwl  eloquent  lui  it  had  been,  of  liie  h«ne- 
voUni  came  of  the  local  dturity. 

Tlie  group  was  joined  now  by  our  fiiemls  Mt» 
Heeler  llowbiggen  and  her  brother;  nor  wa»  the 
laner  remias  (however  unine  and  repelling  lie 
generally  was)  in  shewing  that  he,  too,  vas  sensible 
of  the  merits  and  claim  to  ratpcctof  one  souniver- 
aally  beloved, 

"  Yoa  will  (iivour  us  vrith  your  oomfMny,  I 
tmst,  Mr.  Fcnion,  nt  dinner  tonluy — ugh?  ehV" 
growled  out  lite  cynk,  as  amiably  ua  he  could; 
while  l»e  continued,  **  lo  make  amends  for  my  caiis- 
tidiy,  you  will  have  the  roore  amiable  aoctcty  of 
all  die  gciiileinen  round  you,"  looking  at  GolefielJi 
Roulhnioro,  and  Lawton  ;  and  making  also  as  polite 
an  iaclination  of  ihe  head  as  lie  cotild  to  Miss 
Lowton,  who  leaned  on  ber  father's  arm. 
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"  Y«s ;  and  of  Colone]  lUnoiore  loo,"  added 
Miss  Hetty-  "  I  iritst  you  will  come ;"  and  here 
Miss  Ilowbiggea  proceeded  to  bold  sotne  minor 
conversation  with  Laura  Lavrton.  Meaatimct 
Fenton  replied — 

"  Indeed,  I  slnuld  be  too  happy  to  hare  the 
honour;  but  being  obliged  to  return  tu  l^rton 
to  do  duty  thi«  vvening,  1  fear  I  mast  decline  ibc 
pleasure  of  meeting  so  many  (I  may  say)  of  my 
best  fri«nds."  So  said  he,  ns  he  nniitrcrcd  bnck 
the  xfliile  of  good  will  and  esteem  wiUi  whicii 
Golefyeld  in  particular  greeted  him. 

*'  W'ell,  then,  you  must  posilively  come  up  to 
the  house  and  sit  with  us  a  few  minutes,"  said  Miss 
^wbiggen,  with  ber  usual  *■  fidget"  (to  use  her 
brother's  ilM)ehaved  language)  of  hospitality. 
And  so,  too,  would  he  hare  expressed  himself  now, 
but  that  he  seemed  to  make  an  exception  to  his 
usual  unceremoniotis  mode  of  cnrptiig  in  the  in- 
stance of  tho  good  curate.  Nay,  wliiit  'a  more,  be 
fell  back  in  die  rank:*,  while  his  sister  unit  Fenton 
walkml  onward  foremodt  of  ili«  party, oa  he  muttered 
to  himself,  "  Why,  titere  is  a  man  that  it  nsally 
does  one  good  to  see.  He  never  smiles  in  your 
face  to  answer  some  scllish  purpose — to  cloak  some 
design  to  fawn  and  stab!  to  fblter,  cajole,  and 
cheat  I  He  is  a  good  man, — a  sincere  man  ;— and 
what  a  his  reward  ?    Neglect,  and  the  postpaoe* 
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metit  of  his  merits,  according  ui  iIk  nnivensl  oikI 
hateful  law  that  prevails  throughout  Aociety  I  NVbnt 
enoourageoient  b  there  to  be  gooti,  aiul  diligent, 
and  coosdentioas,  when  the  returu  tliesc  qualities 
meet  with  is  mere  forgctfulncss  on  the  part  of  the 
worhl,  and  n<^lect  T'  So  saying,  or  rather  rum»- 
nating,  Mr.  Huwbiggeu  liobbUtl  up  to  thv  party  tti 
advancx',  nhutn  Im;  now  fouiK),  nuid  voce,  remurking 
on  tfu!  appeanuHM  of  tlie  venerable  stranger  who 
had  aitcitded  the  church  thiit  morning,  lliey 
looked  round  for  hiui  amongst  tlte  gronpofpcfwns 
leaving  the  cbarcb  ;  but  it  should  seem  tliat  he  hod 
alreadjr  withdrawn    himself,  unp«rceived   by  the 

ngregaliun,  while  ye(  the  benediction  wu  bang 
lunced  at  ibe  dote  of  the  service,  and  ixSan 
ray  nwveutent  lud  as  yet  l>ecn  made  to  rite  and 
{|uit  the  sacre<l  edifice.  In  efieciing  this  witb- 
druwid  of  himself  uiiperceircd.  he  was  aided  by  the 
proximity  of  tiie  pew  he  occupied  lo  lite  church 
door.  The  curiosity  tliercfore  that  lib  presence 
excited  was  doomed  to  be  ungraliRcd :  and  of 

iree,  in  proportion  as  information  concerning 
htnudf  and  hit  movements  was  scant,  the  conjeO' 
tores  that  puxzlcd  over  dtcm  were  manilold. 
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CHAPTER  XVin. 


"  No  90ul  on  earth  must  knon  it :  not  my  father. 
O,  comrade,  lell  me  ?    Is  all  changed  around  me, 
Or  is  il  only  I  ?     I  find  myself 
As  among  strangers.     Not  a  trace  is  left 

Of  all  my  former  nishes 

^nd  in  t^ie  clmrtili  ^Tas  1  :  anJ  now  at  once 
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furmed  by  the  jagged  sules  of  ihe  crag,  till  tlxy 
ibund  tbcimclvcs  on  the  summit  of  iIk  ueep. 

•*  I  have  seen  him,  tlicn  ! — I  have  at  laxi  tccn 
him !"  said  one  of  the  persons  to  the  otlx-T.  "  11)e 
(IiBi  visions  of  yean  far  retraced  float  faintly 
before  tne,  aiid  repri^ent  ihc  form — the  aspect — 
the  benign  smile— tliecountrnnncc  of  love,  of  com- 
passion, and  little  pentHanion  t  .  .  .  Sorrow  hod 
not  then  shaded  iliai  tirow  !  iu>r  n-grcts  cmbiitercd 
the  pure  stream  of  tttose  cheoTul  as  virtuous 
thoughts!  .  .  ." 

And  the  spcokn*  was  silent,  as  overcome  with 
tlie  emotion  occasioned  by  reflections,  perha[»  itkc 
bitterest  of  which  our  nature  can  be  sensible  -^ 
namely,  thwe  tliai  reproach  us  with  having 
wronged  tbc  persons  most  worthy  our  love ! — diose 
lliDt  whisper  in  tlte  ear  of  our  nngui»h  thnt  where 
kindncsf  tuis  met  us,  we  Unve  flighted  it,  and 
turned  away ;  or,  yet  more,  repiiUcil  it,  t>eedk-ss  of 
the  wound  inir  ill-return  has  inflicted'  Such  is 
the  wound  a  parent,  for  example,  is  wrung  witbal, 
in  the  callous  indtffer<;iice,  or  thoughtleut  wayward- 
ness, or  yet  worse,  the  stubborn  opposition,  of  a 
cherished  and  darling  child  I  Such  is  the  wound, 
too,«fricnd  is  doomed  to  feci,  when  misuiulentood 
by  AUse  pride,  when  mi](coi»trui.x)  by  suspicious 
inemneis,  or  diilled  by  the  yet  less  scrupulous 
outroge  of  barefaced  ingraiiiude ! 
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"Well,  i>-cll,"  rcplivtl  the  otb«r,  filling  ap  the 
pause  ocica»ioiK-<J  by  tlie  emoiion  of  bit  comj^onion, 
'*  it  is  a  long  day  to  look  hack  upon.  The  judg- 
ment of  tlie  offender  nas  scarcely  ripe  then ; 
and  .  .  ." 

..."  Were  it  twice  os  long  ago.  tUc  wnse  of 
committed  wrong  would  yd  be  ns  keenly  vflged 
in  my  heart  as  now  I  I  wus  loutti  to  look  upon  bis 
face  Again — I  fusred  to  view  the  very  l>e»ignity 
that  wouki  be  my  bitlere&t  oecusittion !  Though  I 
liavc  faced  dangers  and  braved  tlie  frowns  no  lesa 
of  man  than  of  fortune,  1  never  shrank  so  sen- 
»bly  as  1  did  before  that  benevolent  and  revered 
a$p«CU  Its  kindness  was  a  coiulemiiatio«  and  a 
reproach  severer  to  me  tliaii  the  coiiibineil  frowns 
of  a  whole  liosiile  world.  I  think  it  would  break 
my  heart  to  face  it  again." 

And  tlic  person  speaking  (hns  relapsed  into  bis 
former  ulence,  tliough  the  mental  struggle  battled 
keenly  within  his  breast;  he  seemed  to  proceed 
mech^iically.  as  !(  wore,  by  the  side  of  liis  com- 
panion, scarcely  knowing  whither  Ik  was  led, 
while  tlie  otlier  again  attempted  to  offer  the  rude 
but  bootless  consolation  which  a  kind  heart  and 
plain,  untutored  mind  ehanicteristicnlly  profler. 

"  WcU  now ;  wliere  is  ihe  good  of  a  man's 
*  taking  on  so,'  when  not  all  the  fretting  in  tbo 
world  over  past  faulu  or  follies  can  mend  mstien? 
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If  in  a  (bimcr  iIb;  nfyoutlirul  ur  cbililUh  lieetUe 

blMtt,   rnahneaa,   or   blind  waywnrdness,   we  could 

l]MMibly  have  foreseen  Uie  dny  whrn  tlw;  &]kiuUI 

^oocasion   wo   mudt    regret   to   us,    ititnk   yoa    trc 

tbould  have  been  either  heetUcss.  ruh,  or  mrny-i 

Nrard?  .  .  .  No.  no;  but  wc  cnn't  look  forward  1 

We  nre  pulled  this  way  unit  Uiat  by  certain  iovi- 

•ble  agencies  tJial   play  wilb  us,  look  yoo,  lod 

twiat  and  tnru  vs  just  la  they  please—jiut  as  I 

B^  torn  &&i()c  Uie  (rack  of  lliis  poor  beetle  yon 

^are  about  to  slep  upon,'' — and  so  saying,  lite  person, 

in  an  nffectioniite,  ifaougb  rude   manner,  laid  liis 

hand  on  die  arm  of  bis  cottiradc  and  pressed  it, 

wliile  he  added,  as  he  pushnl  away  tlie  beetle  frtmi 

ihe  path,  "  Tlicre ;   and  may  tlic  better  destinies 

overhead  so  lorn  aside  oil  ibc  evils  diat  cross  oor 

mortal  path  I" 

"  Am^i,  my  good  friend  I"  replied  the  otiiert 
whl)  a  Eoiminiiy  little  softened  by  Itope,  its  he 
added,  "  But  really  fortune  (or  rallier  fate,  as  you 
would  sny)  bos  shewn  me  so  little  tiivour  that  I  fear 
your  good  wisJies  arc  but  uttered  in  vain." 

And  l>cre,  being  interrupted   by  the   footsteps 

of  some    one  pusliing   his  way   briskly    tbrou^ 

.  ibe  tangled  bruj>bwood  mid  thick  dank  sedga  thai 

riringed  the  bank  of  the  water  along  wliidi  they 

kvere  proccwling,  they  struck  sudilcnly  into  u  unr- 

path  tiiat  wound  round  tlie  crag,  aiid  lo 


SOS 


ADVENTURES  OF 


Avoided  all  contact  witli  the  peruHi  wlio  now 
up  to  die  ipol  tbcy  had  vacated. 

*'  Well  1  I  could  liavc  tleclared,  as  I  stood  on_^ 
the  cra£-top  )<oiKler,  in  my  way  toM^tmlB  the  nieer^H 
tbat  1  saw  a  boat  \iavl  two  persons  sontvwlici'e  oeor 
this  spot;  one  of  wliich  I  could  dvcLirv  uas  old 
Mike,  nri<l  the  oilier  bore  a  iiiarvellous  resciiililutioe 
to  tliut  .lingular  person  we  haw  at  cliurcb  lonbiy' 
ibai  venerable  stranger  about  >*hom  every  one  waa' 
a&king.      Wvll ;   it  in  otld !     I   was  almost   sure 
they  passed  up  tlio  cliff-side,  as  if  to  proceed  in 
lliis  direction."     And  here  li«  looked  about  him 
■gain.     •'  No :  I  can  perceive  no  trsces  of  the 
whatever ; — very  odd,  indeed !" 

The  person  speaking  tlius  was  of  short  stat 
and  fttouttybuilt,  though  active:  and  being  render 
somewhat  out  ofbrcaib  by  the  ramble  he  had  taken,' 
was  glad  to  sit  down  on  ttic  bank  and  rest  himself 
Ibr  a  short  period.     It  b  scarcely  necessary  to  say 
that   it  is  (lie  worthy  little  Doctor  that   is   now 
before  us,  and  wlioni  wc  have  here  joined  on  his 
progress  to  call  on  "the  Colonel,"  which  wc  re- 
member his  sallying  forward  upon  sub«)(]ut-nlly  to 
|]ie  church-service,  at  the  cIom;  of  our  preceding 
diapter.     He  sat,   with   his  four-k^ged    .\clmte$ 
Bryan  by  his  ^de,  looking  on  the  glowing  lake- 
tide,  tacitly  wishing,   perhaps,   despite  its  being 
the  £«t)bath>  that  he  had  his  ily-rod  in  his  hand. 
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Nor  trifling,  indeed,  wsn  the  uanpMiion  thai  sug- 
gotcd  ituit  wish ;  for  beneath  die  *[>ot  wlicrc  h« 
sntc  tliv  wiitcr  «-n«  deep,  and  wlisl  was  cnllctl  by 
nnglcrs  n  "  hole :"  oncl  here  iltc  finest  and  largest 
dmr  ever  UelightM]  10  iliitpnn  litem  through  its 
iroRtluceni  mates.  He  cnulil  hare  mie  for  ever, 
etijoving  the  shatle  of  die  bi)uj;lis  ntxiTi-  his  iiead, 
the  cool  "«ilu(e"ofthegnl«  that  fn-sheiR-d  from  the 
water  over  hi«  b«iw,  tho  charm  of  the  secliuion 
tbowe  bnunu  nflorded, — nsn\,  yet  moir  than  all,  the 
aght  of  his  fiiTourile  flnny  game  darting  through 
tire  pure  locid  Itdt*  below; — bill  this  pnrwlitc  of  re- 
pose trns  Dot  10  last  for  ever ;  and  after  Rufficit-nlly 
imiulgiiig  in  it,  t>e  calted  10  miiul  iltiu  he  had  m> 
husitKss  lo  delay  where  he  was  any  longer.  "  I 
set  outi"  he  sakl  to  himself,  its  he  roMi  from  the 
bonli,  "  to  call  on  ColoiU'l  Keiitnore,  tnii  won  led 
aside  from  niy  iiii<-ndtil  path  by  the  sudden  dekcrial 
of  those  two  {M.-0|ile  in  the  shallop,  that  have  so  uit- 
accotmtably  evapeit  my  ovtrtaVing  them  I  .  .  . 
Well,  no  matter;  in  rambling  after  them  I  have 
lighted  on  n  famotw  nfxit  for  ilu;  char,  to  find  which 
I  wmild  tuivf  williiigly  eiHtfieitied  10  riunhle  twice 
as  iiu-  out  of  my  way."  And  thus  consoling  him- 
■clf,  tlie  philosophic  bs  merry  <1oclor  or  angler,  or 
lioth,  proceeded  on  hi*  original  oommiffiion  of 
paying  Iw  n-npecU  to  "  the  Colonel."  Away* 
then,  lie  hi(^  him,  Itjltowetl   by  Bryan,  to  dame 
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Weiherby'iu  "  Is  Calon«l  Uenmore  at  home?" 
he  iiiquiretl  nf  thnt  worthy  and  demure  person  her- 
»eir,  tlte  ninmeiit  be  entered  the  porcli. 

*'  i  believe  he  is,  Sir."  was  die  reply ;  "  I  rniber 
tliink  lie  has  jim  come  in.  1  Uiink  he  went  to 
chtirch  thb  morning,"  continued  the  landlady,  u 
site  preceded  the  Doctor  on  her  vay  to  knock  ai 
our  hero's  dotM-. 

"  No,  no ;  the  Colonel  was  not  at  church — but 
vour  lovely  daughter  was !  And  never  diil  I  see 
her  looking  more  charming  than  in  that  pretty 
'  fPP^y  '"''  ^'^  ^^  *'"*  ^^^  ecli|>sed  all  her  bloom- 
ing miit«Ien  fellows,  whose  Sunday  gear  seemed  to 
L^tit  awkwardly  upon  them  in  comparison  wiili 
liers.  Ay,  and  you,  loo,  Mrs,  Welherby,  would 
be  at  church  every  Sunday  of  your  life  were  you 
to  hoar  such  it  dbcoorse  as  Mr.  Fenton  gave  ut 
thi«  morning  !" 

The  gooil-humoured,  plain-«pokon  Doctor  was 
not  too  remarkable  on  all  occasions  lur  ihc  "  tact" 
with  which  he  spoke;  anil  «o  the  widow  WetJicrby 
scemeil  to  consider  on  the  present  occasion,  as  her 
countenance  deepened  in  its  ^ade  of  demureness 
at  the  kind  of  indirect  reflection  which  hia  words 
seemed  lo  convey  on  her  attendance  »t  the  dis> 
senting  prendier's  harangiMs,  rather  tliaii  the  more 
chiute  and  sober  discourses  of  tlie  village  church. 
On  one  account,  too,  more  particularly  than  any 
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other,  was  the  Doctor's  rciniirk  injudicious,  *incc 
it  had  the  eSea  of  amyiit};  the  (cclings  of  ttw 
parent  against  ihoac  of  her  dniightcr  on  (he  deli- 
cate topic  of  their  respective  devotionitl  notions; 
and  Mrs.  Wdherbr  bod  screwed  up  licr  lips  w  ii 
prelude  (o  n  ralhtr  Icngdicncd  reply,  when,  fonu- 
natcly  for  llic  Doctor,  she  was  now  close  at  the 
Colonel's  door. 

**  i  scarcely  know,"  sh«  said,  "  what  some  people 
may  think, — bat  it  appears  to  my  consideration, 
ilut  young  persons  should  l>c  ^'kI«<I  mihcr  by  ilie 
recommendation  of  those  who  are  bctlcr  able  to 
judge  for  them  tluin  (bcmselves.  .  .  ." 

("Oh,  yes!  decidedly — decidedly!  .  .  .  Is /Aw 
ibe  Colonel's  door:"") 

.  .  .  *'  Especially— ahem — in  the  itutanco  of 
children  as  with  reference  lo  tlieir  parents " 

..."  Ccrininly— certainly  1  no  doubt  T'  con- 
tJniictl  tbc  Doctor,  rccklesily.  "  Oli  1  I  wish  you 
bod  been  one  of  ttie  congr^atioii  to-day,  Mrs. 
Wedicriiy,  kitowing  In>w  you  delight  in  s  fine,  im- 
pressive  discourse.  Vou  trould  have  been  cltarmed 
as  mnch  as  myself,  or  ns  your  daughter,  1  diire  lay, 
mu.  .  .  .  But  Grrinide,  (1  beg  pnnlcKi,)  Miss 
W'cthcrhy.  will  give  you  a  full  account  of  id  no 
tktnbt,  nt  lem  iht«  irvening."  .  .  . 

But  the  Mgc  landlady  ami  proselyte  of  tl»e  ora- 
nilar  .(^andinh    was    too  much    overset   by    this 
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N.>coru)  bntlci^  on  her  nerves,  or  prejudices,  or  bolh, 
to  have  been  able  (o  reply  >Fiih  perfect  caJmnes)  ' 
iU  tad  was  no  less  glad  to  break  off  a  parlej  inl 
which  the  Doctor  »poko  with  to  little  regard  to  ' 
sideration  or  nicety,  as  repected  Iter  "{>ccutiar 
senlinicnts"  and  feelings.  Aceortlingly,  haTiDg^ 
ushered  him  into  Colonel  Itenmores  room, 
departed,  exitrnssing  to  herself  with  less  moderation 
than  so  rigid  a  "  chapel  votary"  should  hare  ob- 
served, Bs  regnrded  Fsduile's  imprudent  mcniioa 
of  her  dntightcr — 

'*  TliU  t»  the  way  tliat  girt  is  everlastinjfly  ren- 
dering me  subject  to  the  reflections  of  people,  in 
consequence  of  her  wilfullv  taking  an  opposite  p«tb 
to  that  which  it  should  he  her  duty  to  pursue  lo- 
gcihcr  Willi  myself  I  'A  wayward  aon,'  (as  the 
Provcrljs  say.)"  she  added,  in  a  truly  sonclimoniouB 
twang,  and  &  la  Quandish,  "  is  ilie  reproach  of  his 
mother  1"  and  /  may  say  a '  wayward  daughter'  I ,  - , 
Out  we  will  *c«  how  long  ihi^  is  to  last!" 

With  these  words,  site  l>elook  her  with  new  ual 
to  prepare  for  her  evening's  vi»it  to  the  fane  of  her 
favourite  holdcr-lbrth ;  cntisoling  herself,  ns  it  wcrCf 
for  the  "  twitting"  she  had  been  sensible  of,  on  the 
part  of  the  ihuuglittcta  Doctor,  by  precitvly  acting  in 
tl»e  teeth  ami  iti  defiance  of  hU  grattiiliwus  recom- 
metMliiti4>n*,  and  evincing  herself,  yet  more  and 
more,  a  "stancti  meetinger." 
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Mewilimc,  tbc  gnx-tings  due  on  citht^r  siik  iuul 
ukcn  place  between  tlie  Oocuh*  ukI  bis  (Imin- 
gublicil  frieiul ;  wiili  many  Rpologte«  ou  tlie  [Hirt  of 
the  former  for  liw  nppatfni  tit^lcci  in  noi  luivinj; 
fultillvd  bix  prainiwT  of  "  Itx^khig  in"  upon  ibv  Culo 
ncl  at  An  enrlier  [wriotl  ttuin  die  present  day,  \or 
wit»  the  requiat  for  a  frank  furgottcn,  which  while 
ReiiKiore  was,  with  bis  usual  acquiescence,  engaged 
in  niTaixling,  Esdaile  "  talked  on." 

"  A  cbanning  party,  I  trust,  we  nholl  liavc  to* 
day  at  the  (lowhi^ens'.  Our  tiosi  is  a  strango 
character,  lets  really  unamisblc  tlian  he  chooses  lu 
exhibit  himself.  Ills  grumbling  is,  1  fancy,  all  u 
much  vanity  I — mere  indulgence  of  vanity,  and 
nothing  more." 

"  Ay,  indeed  I  how  so  ?"  inquired  Renmorc,  as 
lie  raised  hb  head  up  from  looking  at  the  "  fnuik" 
Itc  was  inditing. 

"  Why,  having  been  disappointed  in  ttw  career 
of  early  ambition,  and  feeling  his  talents  were 
thrown  owayi  and  himself  laid  on  the  shelf  as  it 
were,  he  is  determined  to  be  a  'ctumcter,'  and 
ebiim  the  social  immunities  of  a  'privileged  per- 
aoa: 

"  A  proof  of  sad  weakness  of  cliaractcr,  in  my 
opinion,"  obscrvwl  Kenmorc,  as  he  rotte  and  pre- 
wntcd  the  frank  to  I-^laile;  "and  entirely,  as  you 
observe,  the  result  of  vanity,  and  a  morbid  dvstni 
VOL.  t.  P 
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to  cluim  attention.  No  doubt,  disappointment  is 
veutious  and  trying,  but  it  b  the  test  of  a  inaiily 
mind  to  be  able  to  evince  endurance.  This  will 
render  a  man  much  more  worthy  of  admiration  tor 
character,  than  aity  ill-judged  dixrvgard  for  the 
usances,  tbclings,  or  <jvcn  pr^udiccs  of  society, 
which  it  wotdd  render  the  alave  of  iu  own  spleen." 

"  A  nublv  piece  of  moral  j^tilosophy ;  and  llouih- 
morc  himwlf  cotild  not  have  uttered  a  finer  I  .  .  . 
Ob  1  you  will  be  much  gratirie<l  wiiii  some  of  the 
pcnons  ytHi  will  meet  this  eveuing." 

"  Indeed,  it  is  a  matter  of  regret"  (and  here  be 
;^k«  uitcerely)  "  that  I  waa  unable  to  avail  myftdf 
of  your  kind  ofTentor  intrxxliiction  previously;  but 
I  trust  tlint  tht(  evening  will  muke  me  amends  for 
my  dissppoinimeni  liiiherto." 

And  here  an  interval  of  interruption  in  the  cdd- 
versation  took  place,  which  was  occupied  by  our 
hero  and  EMhiil«  respectively  withdrawing  to  dress 
lor  dinner;  when  on  their  meeting  again,  they 
strolled  along  the  margin  of  tlie  lake  towards 
Mr.  Ilowhiggcn's  residence,  as  their  conversattOQ 
was  thus  resumed — 

"  An  only  daugtilcr,  I  think  you  said  the  other 
day,"  (observed  Kciiinore,)  •'  Miss  Lawton  was  ?' 

"  An  oiily  daughter,  and  n  cltnrniing,  amiable 
girl,  too  [  and  I  reiilly  don't  know,  wcr«  I 
what   is   Icrme*!   a   '  nmrrying    man,'   whether    1 
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should  not  feel    KMn«wliac  inclined  to  make    a 
proposal  r 

"  Nay,  you  had  bctier  resolve  at  once  on  being 
,*  marrying  man,'  and  propose  the  question  ;— 
ially  nhiti  ilicrc  arc  so  many  inducements)^ 
loveliness,  amiabiliiyi  and  tluit  most  tplendid  of 
female  nttnictinnit,''  (he  »dd»l,  rt^pcnting  the  ob- 
seo'ation  he  had  heretofore  made  to  Gertrudci,) 
"as  the  world  onn*ider»  it — fortune  I" 

The  little  Doctor  imiled,  and  shook  his  liead, 
Willi  an  indecision  that  poasibly  spoke,  not  only 
ti>at  he  bad  stcarcely  made  up  his  mind  on  such  a 
measure,  but — whidi  vouM  be  a  more  serious 
obstacle  —  (hat  lie  was  not  perltaps  to  the  lady's 
tutu.  Whether,  however,  the  secret  of  his  inde- 
cision  was,  iliot  ■'  he  n^ouid  not  if  ho  could,"  or, 
"  be  could  not  if  he  wouldt"  wc  ore  unable  to  pro- 
nounce ;  tJiou^h  we  shoultl  say  tJiat  both  con*!dcra- 
tiuns  mingled  in  the  ihougbu  that  passed  ocnMi  liis 
mitkil. 

■<WelI:  but  Mr.  Lnwton,  her  father,  what  sort 
of  a  person  is  he?"  inquired  Rcnmore. 

"  A  very  good  son  of  pcnon  ;  but  unfortunately 
pnmrrnnl  wtili  a  most  mistaken  notion  of  itis  own 
superior  ai^ncity  and  talent." 

*'  Indeed  !"  obwrved  Keninore,  smiling;  "  and  in 
what  in  particular  is  it  hts  ambition  to  shine  ?" 

"  Ob  !  hb  pride  is  that  of  being  a  proji-clor  of 
p2 
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liappy  improvemmu, —  tiU  bobby  is  endless  ex- 
penment;  which  he  digiiiftes  by  ilic  name  of 
science,  or  scientific  iinprovements." 

<'  Only  his  zea)  or  fancy  a  Utile  ouU'uns  lib 
judgment ; — is  it »  ?" 

"  Precisely !" 

*'  I  pi'esuinc  his  experiment  (or  '  experintcnti- 
liiiiigi'  if  you  please)  is  at  his  oirn  expensvl"  ob- 
served Rcnmore,  laughing. 

"  Indeed  it  is ;  and  no  failure  in  any  way  lowers 
ibe  worthy  us  indefatigiibic  lord  of  Blacktam  in 
his  own  esteem  '.  I'lwrv  is  ulwuys  )>oniv  happy  ex- 
cuse ut  hand  to  hush  any  wlibperiugs  of  mortiftcd 
self-love.  Ilis  Kjuitniinily  under  his  s<.'lf-inflicied 
trials  is  ever  unsluikcn;  and  to  bear  him  iiifonn 
you  of  his  absurdities  and  biumlent  with  ■  perieci 
sdf-satislttction  tliiit  all  failure  is  to  be  aiiribulnble 
lu  extraneous  luid  unforeseen  accidenLs,  rathvr  than 
lo  imy  radical  defect  in  his  plans,  is  really  delighl- 
ful — a  rich  treat !"  And  here  the  little  Doctor 
gave  scope  to  his  mcrnnicnt  in  an  unrestrained  fit 
of  laughter  at  bis  worthy  frieml  Lawton's  expense. 
The  contagion  of  risibility  vrtis  iiTcsistible,  and 
Kenmore  joined  in  it  as  hv  portrayed  to  himself 
the  interesting  individuiil  whose  characteristics 
EsOailc  luid  placed  before  him ;  not  perhaps  with- 
out cousidernlions  of  tite  probable  cliance  of  being 
»Ue  to  turn   this  *'  ingenious"  gentleman's  credo- 
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litv,  conceit,  ontl  good  nature,  to  hb  own  private 
accouat.  These  deeper  consKleratiorw  wiir,  how- 
ever, well  veiled  beneath  Uie  niask  of  that  merri- 
ment in  which  he  joined  with  the  Doctor,  who 
proceeded  to  amuse  his  companion  wiih  unmlry 
anecdotes  of  ihc  sagacity  of  the  good  "  Stiuire  of 
Blocktam's"  improving  projects,  with  wiiicb  pM- 
Bibly  the  reader  may  be  yet  more  amused  when, 
in  proper  time  imd  pliice,  he  sliall  hear  tltcm  de- 
Kcribed,  and  with  all  g<x>d  fuilK  in  tl»«r  expediency. 
by  the  worthy  projector  himself. 

"  And  to  heighten  this  provokingly  nmnsini* 
'seir-4ati»ficdiies«'  as  to  his  various  conceits,"  con- 
tinoed  Esdsile,  "  the  oracular  «tyle  of  his  delivery 
and  mock  pump,  or  mher  'pomposity' of  manner, 
is  at  traiuecndenl  ax  it  is  orijpnal!"  Ami  here 
anotliLT  peal  of  laughter  broke  irrepressibly  from 
the  facetious  Doctor,  the  echoes  of  which  might 
ver}'  easily  have  made  tlienuelves  aodible  witliin 
the  wall*  of  Mr.  Mowbiggen's  house,  at  which 
Itenmorc  niid  hiit  companion  hiid  now  nearly 
arrived,  Iteing  by  this  time  more  tlinn  half-way  np 
the  drive  or  gravel-road  ilint  le<l  to  iL  In  order, 
therefore,  ittat  we  may  be  witli  the  inm&tes  to  re- 
ceive titeir  various  distinguished  guests,  and  our 
hero  in  particular,  we  will  irtmsport  outmIvc*  and 
the  reader  to  Mi«t  Howbiggeii's  drawing-room,  in 
advance  of  the  party. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


"  ¥«u  ate  not  here  I  the  quaint  wibch  Fuicjr  Mva 
In  ncuu  cfcaifi  ywa  abtuM  inago. 
And  point*  «)i«n  you  should  b«,  but  ai«  dou" 

Smillet. 


The  drawing-room  wintlow  of  Howbiggcn 
House  commanded  a  most  conventeni  riew  of  the 
drive  up  to  it ;  oonvenient,  tliat  is,  for  those  who^ 
like  Miss  Hetty  Uowbiggen,  were  fond  of  cemng 
"  what  was  going  on."  No  Flemish  lady,  with  Iwr 
"side  mirrors"  at  each  sash,  was  ever  man  readily 
tntbrmcd  of  the  "  who  "  aiKl  the  "  what "  wu« 
moving  in  front  of  the  house  than  Miss  Howbif^ 
gen ; — of  coufw  she  did  not  fail  to  discern  EsdaJle 
nnd  bis  companion  as  ihey  advanced  to  the  door. 

"  Oh  >  here  )i«  must  be  nt  laxtl — most  dittJo- 
guithed  lookii^,  graceful  person  I" 

**  Who  is  here  at  last  ? — distJngubhed  ?• — grace- 
ful ?— uroph  ! — What  nonsen«e  is  this?  One  would 
&ncy  the  '  j\polIo '  Belvidere  had  descended  frotn 
hb  pedestal,  nnd  wnlked  up  to  pay  a  visit  I" 
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"  Najr,  Mr.  Howbiggen,  it  is  a  ^gare  somewlut 
more  acceptable,  I  trust,  llun  a  statue  t  It  ia,  or  t 
very  much  mistake.  Colonel  Itcn " 

**  Ob,  good  hcavims  I  tbat  eniltcss  Colonel !  Ue 
will  be  here  quite  time  enough ;  we  shall  have  tjuite 
enough  of  him  witen  he  comes,  without  nil  this 
an ticipotofy  prating. — And  after  all,  who  knows!* 
be  may  bo  merely  some  adTenturcr."  .  .  . 

..."  For  shame  !  Mr.  tlowbiggcn  ...  do  have 
a  little  iwpect  (or  propriety  . . ."  said  his  estimable 
sister,  quite  »l>oclccd  at  the  freedom  no  less  than 
ii)oro«c»cfe  of  hi*  remark*,  wlitdi  Ac  did  her  best 
to  cut  .thort,  or  they  would  in  nil  pro)»bi)tty  have 
been  overheard  by  her  "  disiinguUbed  guest,"  (a 
term,  by-thobye,  of  which  l>er  Irrother  declared 
hbnwir  poHitivcly  sick,)  who  now  enteretl  tlic  room 
orfwred  in  by  Ewlaile,  after  tlie  trumpet  of  ilteir 
important  annotincement  had  been  souoded  by  the 
servant. 

"  I  have  the  honour,  at  length,  of  presenting 
Colonel  Renmore  to  you,  Miss  llowbiggen,"  said 
Doctor  Esdaile,  as  tliat  lady  acknowledged  the 
CotonelS  bow  with  a  moit  distinguished  curtsey, 
■s  abe  expressed  how  happy  she  was  at  his  pre- 
sence,— meantime  she  "devoured"  him  with  her  eyes. 
Tall,  graceful  figure;  elevated  forcliead;  com- 
plexion, rather  pale ;  h^r,  deep  brown ;  cyc-browt, 
arched ;  countenance  at  once  pleasing  and  thought- 
fal :  contour  of  the  face,  oval, — such  was  the  portrait 
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I  Hetty  scanned  with  a  glance  swirt  as  ilioonht, 
IMF,  il  ntay  lie  added,  with  dissatisraction.  Her 
brother,  cm  his  pan,  "  bobbed  down"  his  beatl,  not 
too  grncefuDy,  but  still  with  certain  sj-mptonts 
of  more  deTercncc  to  tl>c  "social  ctiarities"  ilinn 
was  usual  with  him.  In  fact,  if  a  "prepossessing 
appearance,"  according  to  the  Macassar  oil  adrer- 
tisements,  is  n  "universal  recommendation,'  we 
may  certainly  uy  it  had  it5  eflect  in  tbc  present 
insturire;  and  old  Howbiggen  taciliy  acknowledged 
ihat  the  ■'  variety  "  inlroiluced  in  the  ordinary 
social  circle  of  country'  squire-un-hy  was  somcihitig 
like  a  relief,  to  say  nothing  of  iltc  conlra:it  nflbnlcd 
by  llic  easy  clieerfulDoss  and  urbanity  of  our  hero 
to  the  nvorc  bobierous  spirits  and  noisy  good-hu- 
mour of  Oic  little  Doctor. 

**  Much  flatlcnxl  at  seeing  you.  Colonel, — omph ! 
ogh  I — You  find  the  neighlMurhood  dull,  1  take  it !" 
growled  out  Howbiggen;  "  1  know  I  ilo! — ugli." 

"  Indeed,  if  it  eould  )>assibly  Iiave  proved  »o," 
replied  Keiimore,  "  it  is  lo  myself  alone  tlutt  it  ts 
attributable,  in  not  having  availetl  myself  of  your 
kindness  and  Itospitality  sooner.  Hut,  the  Bict  i*. 
I  have  been  obliged  to  exercise  a  giHHl'deal  oTsdf- 
denial."  .  .  . 

("  Setr>dcntal  t"  exclaimed  Miss  Howbiggen  to 
hemclf ..."  what  a  cliormingos  well  as  modest  turn 
t>  given  in  that  term  to  his  declining  our  tulvances 
towards  bit   ncquainlancc !     Others    would    liave 
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blundered  out  apoiogics,  and  ssid  many  awknnnlly 
civil  thin^  to  lilUe  purpose ! — charming  I)  "  .  .  . 

So  Uiouglit  MiH  Hovrbij^*!);  while  otir  hen* 
continued,  "  Hut  really  iJtc  arrear  of  corrcspond- 
euoe  on  public  biiiincvi,  eqwcialiy  ooDceminfr  n  bill 
I  shall  have  the  bonnur  of  introducing  to  th«  bouie 
next  session " 

**  Entu-ely  engrossed  your  attention,  Colonel,  no 
doubt !"  interposed  the  Doctor,  nwHt  conveniently 
winding  up  Kenmore's  apology,  and  sounding  s 
ciiorus  of  conviction  as  it  were,  as  to  its  justice, 
whidi  he  further  wound  up  by  saying,  ■'  Most  meri- 
torious!— Kclf-dcninl ! — most  meritorious  1" 

•  •  •''Yesiycsl  lknow,too,rrom  past  recollections, 
what  pnbltc  business  is ;  and  whnt  a  plague  imr> 
tiling  like  on  extended  correMpontlcnce  is,"  said 
Mr.  llowbiggen,  who  now  being  led  upon  the  train 
of  his  pristine  disappointments,  (as  recorded  on  our 
first  intnxluction  to  lum,}  gave  the  alarm,  by  sundry 
prclmlial  grawlii,  of  entering  on  one  of  his  usual 
"jeremiads."  'litis  result,  however,  was  antici- 
pated and  preventeil  hy  it>e  timely  interference  of 
Eadaile,  who  proceeded,  with  his  usual  good- 
humoured  raillery,  to  call  away  his  umr  patient 
lirom  a  sense  of  his  annoyances,  (at  the  expense 
even  of  a  little  exasperating  him  sometimes  in 
nnothcr  way,)  while  an  opportunity  was  now 
Al£>rdcd  to  our  hero  of  "  rendering  himself  ngreo 
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able"  to  bis  fair  hostess  id  the  conrersation  ibat 
more  freely  ensued  between  them.  Miss  IIow- 
b^^n,  in  ber  way.  was  scarcely  less  a  tactician  tlian 
"  ber  distinguished  gactt  ■"  and  being  imbued  with 
all  laudable  curiosity,  (of  which  wc  luivc  already 
witnessed  specimens,)  she  shnpMl  Iter  rcmiirks,  do 
doubt,  (o  the  "grand  end"  of  learning  as  much  of 
th«  Colonel,  ns  regarded  himself,  hk  circumstances, 
Uulcs,  Slc,  as  she  could. 

"  Yow  find  our  scenery  very  inferior  to  that  of 
Scollniid  ?"  was  her  obserTaiion. 

**  Why,  indeed,"  replied  Renmore,  deferentially, 
*■  tlierc  are  purLs  of  the  scenery  here  as  fine  and  aa 
atemly  grand,  1  ibink,  as  even  in  Scotland." 
**  You  reside  chiefly  in  tliat  country,  1  think  ?** 
*'Vea;  wltat  little   pro))erij    I    have  is  chiefly 
situate  there." 

"  In  the  county  of  Caithncits?"  Kenmure  bowed 
assent;  while  Miss  Huwbiggen  continued — "But 
tbcn  «'c  mmi  inuke  allowance  for  a  little  partiality. 
For  even  were  ilie  Scotch  scenery  leK<  Kubiime  am) 
sternly  grand  (which  it  is  not)  dtiui  tbiu  of  our 
English  mountain -country,  yet  it  wouUl  appear 
in  the  eye*  of  a  Scotchman  to  possess  greater  iiw 
lerest." 

"  Yes,  I  partake,"  replied  Renmore,  smiling,  "of 
the  maiadie  du  patft,  and  believe  I  leel  as  wnrmly 
the  loTc  of  country  oa  any  Highland  Clansman 


JAMES  nATTieLn. 


92a 


even  could  feel.  But  things  are  never  in  mj* 
opinion  Ciirly  viewed  by  comparison  ;  each  object 
•bould  be  adjudgtKl  according  to  its  own  rapeciive 
merits." 

"  Vefy  true — rery  Accurate  discrimination.'* 

"For  instniiOK,"  ««itinM«l  Itcnmore,  "were  I 
to  look  at  IVirrodiiile  or  Ijkidduw,  nnd  .  .  ." 

But  here  Mim  Howb^gen  being  cnlktl  nn  to 
rbc  to  receive  that  estimable  person  Mr.  Lawioti, 
iho  conv^nation  was  for  the  present  broken  nff. 
The  lord  of  Blacktarn  advanced,  accompanied  by 
h'n  daughter,  an  inlcresting  and  pleasing-looliing 
girL  Slie  wa.4  simply  attired,  and  lM?r  traits  were 
rather  piquant  in  exprtssion,  and  her  clwek  deli- 
cately pale.  She  curtseyed  to  Colonel  Rcnmore 
in  iIk  cercRwny  of  introduction,  And  took  her  sent 
by  Mis*  HowlHggcn,  while  tli«  "  improt-entent- 
loving"  squire  addreaied  himtell'  with  a  not  ud> 
amusingly  pompous  air  of  urbanity  to  our  bero. 

"Delighted  to  see  ymi, Colonel  Renmorc — ahem  I 
— delighted  1"  he  said,  making  a  sjilcndidly  formal 
"nlam,"  as  we  may  call  it,  ratlier  than  bow. 
"  Yon  have  long  beeja  looked  for  by  ui  all  i  and  I 
much  regret  that  our  poor  abode  at  Blackiam  ha* 
not  yet  been  honoured  by  }'our  company— altem  )" 

Renmorc  here  excused  himsdf  a*  we  bare 
already  described,  and  turned  the  conversation  into 
anollurr  cbanncli  eiipressivc  of  llie  great  gratiAcn- 
lion  ibc  scciwry  of  ibc  spot  bail  aRbrdcd  him. 
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"  Ay,  Colonel,  no  doubt  I  taUbrte  dukfs  f  '  mouii- 
rain  and  meer,— ahem — are  very  well  1  very  fine 
indeed  !  but  I  ibink  when  I  have  liud  t)»c  plra- 
Eure  of  shewing  you  anolbcr  feature  of  iJie  country 
in  this  neiglibourbood>  you  will  derive  scarcely  less 
gratiljcation." 

"  I  sImII  be  most  dcbgbtcd !  I  {>resuiite  you 
speak  witli  n-ference  to  ilie  iiKricuIturnI  feature." 

"  Pft-cifwly  t  ...  ay,  I  flatter  myself,"  he  conti- 
nunl,  witii  a  smile  of  complacency,  "  you  will  bo  a 
little  surprised  lo  witness  how  far  perseverance 
and  ingenuity,  liacked,  of  course,  by  capital—  — " 

.  .  ,  "Of  course,  of  course;" — and  here  our  hero 
looked  as  ilelercntiaily  solemn  as  Mr.  Lnwton's 
style  of  importance  at  the  mention  of  "  capital " 
seemed  to  demand. 

"  Yu-as ;  you  will  see  wliat  our  efforts  towards 
improving  the  soil  have  been  able  lo  cflect.  Barren 
and  untr.ictable  as  it  had  been  pronounced,  you 
will  be  surprised  to  learn  that " 

"  Oh,  good  heavens !  there  is  Lawton  boring  the 
Colonel  with  his  catalogue  of  improvements  and 
wiseacre  pruji-ctit !"  ejaculated  Mr.  Ilowbiggen  to 
Esdaile ;  while  be  continued,  turning  round  to  Miss 
Ilowbiggen — *'  Well,  bow  much  longer  are  we  to 
wail  until  dinner  is  announced  ?' 

**  We  are  only  waiting  until  Mr.  GolofK-ld  and 
Mr.  Kouilimorc  arrive.  1  wonder  ihey  are  not 
here  bv  this  time!" 
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"  No  woniler  at  all  I"  gn>wl«l  ihv  "  cnisty  gen- 
tleman ;"  '^  that  moving  tajtiery  Golclicltl  Im  only 
to  take  aotoe  croicliet  of  a  ilmun  into  h'm  hnid,  and 
lie  will  go  on  '  acronauting '  on  ibc  wingt  of  fancy 
far  beyond  all  recolk-ction  of  anything  so  '  mate- 
rial' or  sublunary  as  a  (linncr-party  !" 

**  But  be  has  Mr.  Kootlimore  wiib  him  to  brtn^f 
fain  back,  and  keep  a  rein  on  liini  T'  ulm-rrwl  Min 
Howbiggeni  with  a  smile. 

"  Bring  bim  back  to  diaoer,  too,  I  truit,— 'mean- 
time, he  must  detain  ih  no  longer,"  replied  Mr. 
Ilowbiggcn.  "  Wby,  bless  me,  Dr.  Eiiilaile,  lie 
would  not  forego  one  of  bia  rainbow-oolourcd 
fancy  drpams  for  an  epicurean  repast  of  your  char 
c»en '." 

"  I  fear  not,"  said  the  Doctor,  witli  ludicrota 
nicTnlness.  '■  Dui  tlien  you  must  rememl>er  Ite  b 
one  of  Mir  '  Genii  of  the  Lake,'  and  not  like  the 
real  of  us." 

Accordingly,  there  was  a  move  towards  tJie  din- 
ner room,  our  bcro  luinding  in  Miss  Ilowbiggen, 
of  course,  as  matter  of  eliquplle ;  iltmigh  it  mUKt 
not  Ite  disguised  that  from  wiiat  litde  be  Ium)  neen 
of  Laura  Lawton,  ho  woidd  have  preferred  offer- 
ing bis  arm  (o  licr,  and  securing  a  seat  by  her  side, 
09  a  cnmpanion  more  suited  perhaps  Id  hix  (njite. 

As  for  "lliosc  Genii  of  tlie  l^kc,"  Messrs. 
Golefleld  and  Routlimore,  Uicy  hiwl  accompanied 
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Fenton  part  of  the  way  back  on  his  return  to  his 
cure  at  Lorlon>  to  which  spot  we  remember  he  cx- 
prcsanl  thst  he  was  obliged  to  proceed,  when  he 
declined  Miss  Howbiggen's  invitation  to  remain 
and  dine.  He  had  lltcreforc  taken  htt>  leave  of 
that  lady  after  having  «tc  down  nn<l  conversed  for 
some  little  time.  Rotithmorc,  hiitucif,  nnd  Golc- 
Geld  had  entered  into  an  interesting  di*cu«sion 
relative  to  the  comparutivc  merits  of  schools  gup* 
^KHted  by  national  and  compulsory,  or  voluntary 
contributions — Golefteld  signing  for  the  latter,  and 
Routhmore  for  the  former.  Golefield,  as  iisoal,  ap. 
pealing  to  iho  feelings  atul  the  spirit  of  charity; 
Koutliinore,  to  incitements  a  little  less  optioiul. 
'I'hiit  topic  had  its  rise,  of  course,  in  the  subject  of 
the  charitable  institution  which  Fenton  bad  that 
day  n<lvocated  at  church ;  and  so  much  interested 
were  his  two  lay  friends  in  the  discussion,  that  they 
could  not  let  him  lake  hts  depsrlure  alone,  but 
rambled  on  with  him  a  part  of  tlte  way  to  Lorton. 
Hcnoc  ihvy  have  been  found  n  little  behind  hand 
witli  Miss  Howbiggen's  half  hour  bell,  and  dinner 
bell  too,  though  tlte  portentous  echoes  of  cither 
might  have  been  heard  far  sounding  over  the 
meer.  Trusting,  therefore,  that  tltey  may  yet  find 
tlieir  way  bock  to  decorate  the  Uowbiggen  fesiivi- 
tiea  ere  they  reach  their  dose,  we  shall  return  to 
the  dinner-table,  and  place  ourselves  with  our  hero 
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between  li»  fair  KostcM  and  the  yel  fairer  tad  laon 
youthful  I.«uni  Lntrtoo. 

Insc-mibly  our  livro  appenroJ  to  be  ^ving  np  n 
little  larger  jforlion  of  liU  aClentwn  or  rctnarlu  to 
the  Uiier,  at  which  Mmk  Howbij^en  cxtuld  not  feel 
otherwise  than  milwr  fulgety,  according  to  bcr 
usual  ctiamclerntic,  and  ct>nsequ«nt]y  viua  noiuorry 
[o  reclaim  him  to  herself;  with  which  »iew  she 
recurred  to  the  topic  of  convenation  betwecti  her- 
self and  Rcnmore  which  had  been  broken  off  on 
the  annouDcemcnt  of  the  Lawtons. 

"  You  were  speaking  of  tlK  relative  beaatin  of 
the  Scotch  and  English  moontain  scenerjr,  Colonel 
Renmorc  ?  I  forget  precisely  what  it  was  you 
were  going  to  say." 

"  I  was  merely  rcmnrking,  that  when  aaked 
'  which  I  liked  best  v(  tlic  two,'  the  most  reasonable 
answer  would  be,  iliat  I  admired  tlie  chamcterislio 
of  each,  where  both  have  so  much  to  denund 
■tlctition.  If  1  were,  for  instance,  to  despise  the 
Bonrodailc  ridge  or  Skiddaw,  as  being  lew  sternly 
grwid  than  Bcn-Ncris  or  Cairngorm,  I  blind  my- 
sdf  to  a  just  view,  not  only  of  the  mountains,  but 
the  qaestion — " 

{"  How  pointed,  terse,  and  derer  V  ihon^it 
Miss  Howbi^en— "  the  mountains  Bn<l  ilie  ijues- 
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"  And,  consequently,  lose  much  pleasure 
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ihroujfh  short-siglitedneis  and  prcjuclicp,  wtiidi 
would  lie  otI>erwifi€  amply  afforded  inc  in  a  doe 
appreciation  of  ilie  beauties  wliicti,  in  the  more 
varied  tbiis  of  mosses  and  foliogc,  arc  possessed  in 
a  superior  degree  by  tlie  English  moutiluins.  '  Do 
you  not  consider  so.  Miss  I,nwton  '!'" 

**  Indeed,  I  am  gliu)  to  *tx  thiit  ilierc  is  wimething 
to  be  said  for  our  liike^  and  \n\\%,  notwiih&uinding 
so  many  pcnonii  pnofesa  to  disregard  tbem  as 
viewed  in  comparison  with  Oiose  of  Scotland,"  re- 
plien)  MiK(  LiiwtiHi ;— "  the  comparison  b  no  doiibt 
the  error;  and  is,  generally  speaking,  btit  a  ddu- 
sive  standard  to  judge  by." 

"  Precisely,"  interposed  Gsdaile ;  with  wltom  all 
that  Miss  Lawton  remarked  appeared  to  have  its 
dw.  weight  and  interesL  "  For  instance,  iliey  told 
nw  wlKn  I  went  to  Gsli  in  Ullsnater,  that  ilte 
char  were  large, — so  they  were  in  comparison  with 
those  in  many  inferior  streams,  but  inkco  by  them- 
selves  were  poor,  small  things." 

"  Ugh  !"  ubwrved  old  HowUggcn;  "so  it  ts  in 
everything!  A  man  will  cndca^-our  to  undersell 
another,  for  instance,  by  telling  y<m  yau  shall  han; 
\m  trumpery  cheaper  than  anywhere  eUi- ! — ugh, 
—  atler  all,  this  does  not  prow  hb  trumpery 
cheap,  hut  the  trumpery  elsewhere  exirovngnnlly 
dew  I" 

"  Good  t  good  \  exclaimed    Mr.   Lawioii,  pro- 
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nouncing  the  '*fint"of  lib  approval  in  his  utual 
Dranilar  «ray  at  ihu  clwrnclL-Hittc  illuttrniion, 
whkli  «xcitc<l  D  w»il<:  in  tlie  circle ;  while  Ronmore 
proc«-(lc«l,  in  reply  to  n  remnrk  rrom  Miss  How- 
biggm  rcUttivc  to  Swiss  scenery,  to  cxivnil  his 
ol]tM.*r*ii(>ons  lo  t)ii»  region  also  for  her  peculiar 
■tisfiu'tiun— - 

"  I  still  gpettk  on  tlic  same  principle  I  ottserTod 
before,'*  lie  c«ntinunl ;  "  (or,  of  course,  botli  the 
mountninit  IiCT«  nnil  in  ScollantI  would  dyrindle 
into  noiliinf;  if  wc  immeiliiiicly  rt-cur  to  the  iVlps 
in  comparison  with  llivin.  Ilul  this  ng&ia  is  unjust. 
In  their  way,  these  mitmr  mountains  have  beauties 
with  which  aloue,  and  as  taken  by  tli«nuclves,  wo 
^boiilil  be  satisfied,  wiibout  depreciating  tlicm,  and 
spoiling  our  own  pleasure,  by  comparisons  which 
arc  out  of  place,  and  llKTcforc  idle." 

"  What  admirable  discrimiiuition  1"  llwugfat 
Miss  ITowbi-^en ;  "  and  wlini  a  *uperior,  unpreju- 
diced person  the  Colonel  is  !  He  has  seen  nil  lliv 
world,  no  doubt,  and  yet.  ...  no  airs  of  disre- 
garding his  own  country  !" 

In  this  sentiment  site  was  fully  met  by  Laura 
Lawton,  as  ihvy  inli-rchanj^I  glances,  or  **  tele- 
g;'aplicd  "  encli  otltcr,  as  it  may  be  termed,  with 
looks  ihflt  iK-spoke  tlicir  perfect  coficunencc  in 
admiring  our  hero's  good  taste,  no  leas  than  dis- 
crimination. 
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**Uali .'  wellsMcI  t— jiulJyiaitl !"  olieerved  iii«oracti- 
Isr  Ldwton.  "  Colonel  Reiimore,  let  me  have  the 
honmir  of  drinking  a  glass  of  champagne  wiih  yoti." 

I'li'u  amicable  ceremony  t>eiiig  over,  the  oraculnr 
lord  of  BUcklarn  (who  would  put  tlie  reaOer,  coukl 
be  see  him,  anoommonly  ia  mind  of  a  oertain  late 
pompous  M.P.,  celebrated  for  his  cuisine)  honoured 
our  hero  with  addr^ng  his  rcmsrks  peculijirly  to 
him.  in  token,  no  doubt,  of  his  high  sense  of  "  the 
Colonel's"  justness  of  views  and  nicety  of  discri- 
mination. 

.  .  .  "Ya-KS,"  he  continunl;  "and  I  trust, 
Colonel,  tliut  when  you  quit  our  mountain  region 
you  will  say,  as  I  was  about  to  observo  to  yoo 
before  dinner,  tluit  the  spirit  of  improvement  and 
scientific  experiment  in  agricultural  enterprise 
have  done  much  to  render  it  fruitful  in  richer  ob- 
jects than  'lichens'  and  bare  bdls  !" 

"  Indccil !  I  am  happy  to  understand  tliis.  Then 
11  Dotliing  ilut  intcrvsu  me  more  than  the  progroK 
of  those  eflbrts  by  which  barren  tracts  are  reclaimml, 
and  the  Elubborn  wild  rendered  a  field  of  fruitfol' 
nessand  plenty." 

*'  I  am  dvliglitcd  to  hear  you  say  so,"  replied  the 
"experimental  philosopher;"  "for,  do  you  know, 
that  such  is  tlie  bad  tn^tv  of  mott  persons  to  whom  I 
have  exprcssnl  myself  on  tliis  important  topic,  that 
they  have  coldly  replied  (ahem !)  that  tbey  carol 
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tittle  abottt  the  improvement,  tii  an  wp-ictiitnra) 
pointofview.of  It  region  whose  diief  intvrat  roslecl 
in  iu  wiklncEK,  and  a  rreoloni  from  at)  recliuni  to 
what  they  called — Iaidcocsb  !" 

"  It  eviiKtv  a  »iti«ted  t»to,"  replied  Rennwre, 
smiling,  **  to  shot  out  nny  object  so  Uudablc  as 
that  which  you  nppcar  to  contemplate.  Both  fea- 
tures of  country  may  be  Rurely  enjoyed  withom 
any  interference  with  the  one  by  lite  other.  For 
my  pan,  I  should  be  happy  to  see  any  barren  nig> 
gard  tract  smiling  with  cultivation  and  wenllb; 
hut  whilst  I  admire  this,  I  may  also  admire,  for 
dtficrcnt  recommendations,  the  wilderness  and 
nnge  beauty  of  take  and  mountain,  torn  and 
woodland  height." 

"  Admirably  said  I"  exclaimed  Mr.  Lawton,  in 
triumph;  while,  however,  the  ooalicioiu  little  Doctor 
proceeded  to  place  a  draf{-d>ain  as  it  were  on  the 
atmestnexs  of  hi^  cxultaiion,  by  aa)'inf(  in  a  gentle 
voiee^  in  wliich  the  satirical  propensiij  was  qaiedy 
nppurait — 

**  Stay,  «ay,  my  good  Mr.  Lawion.  You  slwutd 
mention  to  Colonel  Renmore,  too,  why  the  persons 
you  mention  spoke  with  regret  oa  they  did;  and 
■urely  lt>ey  had  reason,  if  the  wild  beauties  of  tlie 
scenery  under  consideration  were  tlius  reduced  to 
tamenesB  f* 

"Howi'  why  ?  let  OS  bear,  pray  t"  asked  Lawton. 
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"  Because  yon  *  improved  away'  all  its  beauties ! 
Why,  you  actnally,  in  your  zeal  for  improvement, 
exercised  it  in  plougliing  up  tho  whole  siJe  of  a 
charming  slope  that  had  bcco  remarkable  for  iu 
licliem  and  drooping  woods."  Ami  here  a  uni- 
versal laugh  arose  at  llic  expense  of  the  wortliy 
improver,  who  good-bumourfdly  joined  in  il, 
while  Efidsilc  proceeded  in  Ins  raillery — "  l^Inng 
itt  yon  woidd  rather  kcc  turnips  sprouting  than 
wild  fern  un<I  ntws,  wliere  llie  \mt  ai-e  n  necetsmry 
[CORSiiuiau  in  our  scenery.  Awny,  wiy  I,  with 
ajiricultural  tiiriara  titat  would  luy  wiuie  all 
the  rcnl  beauties  of  the  region  !  Two  or  ihrcc  such 
'cxpcrimcntMl  philosopl»ers' ns  yourself  would  'im> 
prove '  the  piticu  into  a  mere  <Iull  scope  of  drains 
and  ditches,  fallow  and  grass-land;  imd  iiKtend  of  ihe 
^picturesque,'  would  exhibit  fnrm  stock, — instead  of 
Dryads  iind  Fauns  peopling  the  slope  and  wood- 
land  dell,  we  should  have  mHhing  but  clod-hoppers, 
ploughboys,  and  ngrictdturalgentlemrn  like  your- 
self, stumping  about  the  glebe  in  York-tan  gailcn 
galoshes !  What  do  you  .tay,  ^(lss  Ijtwton  ? 
I  not  your  prospect  been  spoiled  for  anytlung 
like  a  sketch  ?'* 

I^ura  smiled,  while  her  sire  rcpliod— 
"  Rally  nway  as  you  please,  Doctor;"  at   ()k 
same  time  joining  goo<I-hun)mireidly  in  tl>c  choms 
of  mcTrimcnt  which    Kwlailc's  banter  had  itgain 
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rabeil ;...."  but  I  flatter  ni>-i»eir/'  he  atldcd, 
h)  a  more  serious  tone,  the  sdr-oompbcency  of 
wliicti  provoked  a  smile  on  the  lip  of  K«nnwrr,  to 
wlmin  he  addressed  himself — "  1  flatter  myself  I 
have  dooe  some  liltle  good  in  tliis  part  of  the 
country. — '  Capita)  I'  idicm  !  as  1  said  before — 
Capital  and  Eiiteq)riitc  Colonel  Kctimore  t — wluit 
will  ihcy  iK)t  efl'eci  in  combination  i* — nhein  1" 

••  Certainly ;  when  properly  directed,"  obeerveil 
Reniiiore,  i>olitely.  ''  It  b always graiiljing  (aud 
be  spoke  linccrely,  though  with  u  difTorctit  refer- 
eitce  llian  Mr.  Lawion  iinagiued)  to  witness  cnter- 
priite  hacked  by  capital." 

*'  Ay,"  interpoMd  Esdaile,  in  lit*  humorous 
■tyle;  "and  it  is  capital  to  witness  a  beautiful 
piece  of  water  backed  by  n  wooded  slope.  But 
Mr.  Lawton,  in  his  zeal  of  enterprise)  must  needs 
i>e  longing  to  fell  the  wood  ;  which  was  aoytliing 
but  capital.  Oh,  sin  and  sacrilege  !  I  wUb  I  could 
laugh  you  out,  my  dear  friend,  of  tliis  mania  you 
have  for  so  strangely  '  improving '  every  charming 

at  I  used  to  delight  my  eyes  witli  on  my  fisliing 
nblesT — and  Itlsdoile  threw  up  \m  eyes  in  des- 
pair at  the  mischievous  zeal  of  the  ex[>erinienuilis(, 
which  indeed  bid  fair  to  alter  the  whole  feature  uf 
country  where  he  possessed  any  right  of  property 
into  mere  tamcnes  and  nudity,  as  far  as  its  former 
romantic  charm  was  concerned.     Happily,  bow- 
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ever,  IiU  mcdtilcaume  rit»liiic«K  could  not  extend  its 
ravages  bcjomi  the  nmnor  of  Blucktarn,  which  was 
situate  on  tliv  furllter  si<Ie  of  Biitli;rn)ri'e  to  the 
aorthward,  sittl  therefore  did  not  uflect  tlie  features 
of  beauty  and  ronuiitoe  tlutt  decoi-ntcd  cither  the 
ButicrnuTv  or  Keswick  district. 

In  fact,  Mr.  Lnwtoii  was  one  of  iImwv  Kclf-coni- 
p}acv<it,  no  less  thaii  indefatigable  o^ieraton,  tlint 
through  thick  and  tliin  would  proceed  with  what 
he  termed  "  l)is  own  plans ;"  unalile  to  under* 
■tand  (^iicc  all  was  '*  so  well  meant")  how  any  one 
could  be  found  to  object  to  his  efforts.  Of  such  a 
cltaractcr  arc  all  ihose  quacks  and  empirics — tlrose 
Kaierfelto^ — that  iii  all  ages  have  kept  the  wise  in 
alarm  as  to  the  mischief  of  their  pretended  views 
of  improvement,  fiomclimes  too  seriously  fraught 
with  cTil  to  permit  tlicir  absurdity  to  be  merely  a 
subject  of  derision. 

TImj  redeeming  virtue  of  ihe  Kjitcrielto  before 
us  was  his  good-humour  and  faospilable  feeling; 
and  wrapped  up  as  he  was  in  self-conipliicency. 
the  raillery  of  the  merry  Doctor  passed  by  him  "  as 
the  idle  wind  /'  still,  bowevei-,  his  self-love  was 
glad  to  fmd  ittelf  flattered  in  llic  p<^itc  attention 
and  air  of  interett  evinced  towards  all  that  Ixj  pro- 
pounded by  Colonel  Renmore.  f  n  fuct,  our  hero's 
knowledge  uf  cliaracter  and  lite  human  hrnrl — or, 
in  other  wordi,  human  weakness  and  runily- 
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suggested  iliac  tbe  way  to  ingrntJal«  hinucU'  in  a 
mail's  favour  is  to  evioce  a  supreme  interest  iu 
whatever  coiiccms  liiiti,  or  is  regarded  by  lum  with 
reelings  of  pleasure  or  individual  pride.  Il  will 
not  be  matter  o(  surprise,  tlieu,  tliat  Renmore  was 
already  a  fflvourite  widi  Mr.  Lowtoiit  wito  coo> 
irosted  liis  qoict,  cosy,  dcfen-ntial,  and  policed 
sD^le  with  iltu  more  boialerous  maniipr — tlie  "  noa* 
naiuieAcence"  and  iMiiler  of  the  Doctor, — rery 
much  in  liivour  of  the  fbmwf.  At  the  snme  time 
ihai  Itenmore  was  thus  inaentibly  winning  his  way 
lo  th£  htart  of  the  btiod  as  good-humoured  "  cx* 
pefimentalbt."  (ibr  which  he  had  doubtles«  his  reN> 
tons,)  he  was  in  reality  gaining  also  a  cnmpleie  w- 
ccndancy  over  his  mind.  lie  knew  tluit  tlti^re  bno 
fluttery  m>  successful  as  that  tacit  commendatioit  iif> 
turded  by  deference  and  a  well  dissembled  desire  to 
be  infumied  in  wliat  pleases  another,  and  that 
"oiher"  a  vain  manl  In  fact,  Renntorc  sawtlut  in 
a  little  tine,  if  it  suited  his  convetiicnce,  he  might, 
to  use  a  cotniiioii  expn-wiioti,  "do  aiiytliing  he 
pleased"  with  the  lonl  of  IllAckiurn. 

"  PleflsanteM  person  I  ever  met ;  and  the  moat 
sensible,"  whispered  Lawion  lo  IIuwEnggeo. 

"  Uglil "  replied  the  other  in  a  suppreeaed  growl ; 
"  1  hope  Iw  has  had  notliing  to  nuke  lihn  unplea- 
sant." 

Meantime  our  hero  was  "  making  Ids  way"  with 
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th«  titir  heiress  of  Blacktaru  as  succcssfullj'  ii&  li«  liati 
won  it  will)  ber  si^  »irc.  The  quickness  of  percep- 
tion h«  possessed  ostolhcUistcsaiid  turn  of  thought 
ofoih^ri  was  only  (.-(luaneil  by  the  «i»c  with  which 
he  adapted  himself  to  them.  Hence,  tlicre  were 
few  who  luu)  been  hnlf  mi  hour  in  hi«  company 
that  did  not  (ckX  ihcy  knew  him  n%  well  »  if  the 
acquaintance  luul  lieeii  one  of  yeare.  Alt  (li»ianoit 
of  feelin^i;  was  swept  away,  and  confidence  and 
frieniUhip  were  at  once  inspired,  not  more  by  ih« 
fninkness  and  cheerfulness  of  bis  maimer  tlian  by 
the  polite  familiarity  with  whidi  be  entered  on 
the  topics  of  individual  interest  with  ihoee  be  ad- 
dressed. 

A  siyte  and  bearing  such  aa  tliLt,  not  only 
disarmed  every  suspicion,  but  Hatteretl  ilie  *>'anity 
of  all.  And  it  received  no  small  aid  (as  may 
be  readily  suppose<l)  in  winning  its  way  in^  the 
instance  of  the  softer  sex,  when  siretigtivened 
by  the  graces  of  person  and  a  handsome,  expres- 
sive countenance.  The  polished  insinuation  of 
Ills  address  was  dangerously  aided  by  a  most 
harmonious  and  well  modulated  voice;  and  far* 
tber  it  may  be  added,  tliat  althou^i  witli  *o 
many  natural  qualifications  to  render  him  accept- 
able to  the  fairer  sex,  these  were  set  off  to  the 
highest  ndvaiitsge  by  a  distinguished  taste  as  re- 
gnrtb  dr«s>,  iJiat  was  but  a  due  accompaointenl  to 
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tbat  Hir  of  breodjjig  which  be  so  eminenllv  (w«- 
KMed. 

No  eye  WM  so  rcsuiy  to  detect  the  "  impremwn" 
be  bad  alreudy  made  on  ibc  fnir  beu-css  of  BU  Jt> 
uu-i)  as  ihnt  of  Mm  nowbi;^cfl.  More  than 
once  bad  she  dircctnl  hrr  glance  at  ber  &ir  frieiid, 
in  order,  now,  to  signify  to  her  that  it  vas  tioie  m 
leave  the  getitlcmcn  by  thvtnvrlves,  and  niitliilrnw 
to  the  (Irawtng-nNKn ;  bat  Laura  wm  loo  mncb 
occupied,  lu  it  nppcaml,  in  the  conveimlioo  in 
which  she  was  en^pcd  with  oiir  hero;  when  Miss 
HowUggeii  jinxirt-tki!  nt  once  to  rise  from  her 
seat,  whidi  of  onunie  ailled  the  attention  of  Miss 
Lawton  to  t)i«  Mimmon* ;  and  tlicte  fair  peTK>iis 
fbnhtrilh  took  their  leave  of  the  room. 

"  Mr-  Uolefleld  and  Ilmitliniore  not  returned 
yet !"  cxchiiniol  the  fair  bosleaa  as  she  rose.  "  I 
trust  no  oGciileiit  has  happened  !  It  b  very  laie— 
dinner  over,  and  yet — no  signs  of  tbcm," 

*'  Oh,  I  ibire  say,"  growled  out  Uowtnggen, 
**  they  will  fin<l  tl»eir  way  back  by-and-by ;  or  if 
oar  worthy  dreamer"  (meaning  Goleficid)  "  baa 
tumbled  into  ihe  meer  wbUo  following  hi«  aerial 
faitcy  flights,  why  be  has  bis  friend  lloulbmori'  to 
pnll  him  out  again,  and  the  accident  will  t>e  of  u«e 
as  a  lesson  to  bim  to  take  care  and  look  belim) 
him,  and  not  so  moch  above  him — ugh  I  umpb  I 
Fjirth,  not  air,  is  the  clement  (or  men,  unlc«  yoa 
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exc^t  the  Germans — ugh  ! — nnd  th«y  toar  but 
awkwardly  afttT  all." 

"  You  are  indeed  tacnt  kind  in  vour  wuhcs  that 
our  friend  Mr.  (tolelield  may  prolit  even  by  an 
nccidcnl; — but  /  will  be  a  little  more  cliitritMblc, 
mid  trust  )>e  has  had  no  such  salutary  n-arning." 
80  spoke  tlie  good  hostess,  more  benevolent  ilinn 
her  brother,  whose  observation,  however,  excited  a 
smile  on  liie  faces  of  his  guais,  daring  which,  Min 
Howbiggen  and  bcr  Air  companion  had  left  the 
raom- 

As  wci  togetlicr  with  th«  reader,  entirely  sym- 
pAlhizc  with  Miss  Howbiggen  in  trusting  tluit  no 
untoward  accident  has  occurred  to  Iterp  our  dis- 
tinguished friends,  "  the  Genii  of  the  Lake,"  w 
long  away  from  their  engagement  to  dinner  at  lier 
house,  wc  con  only  liopc  to  relieve  our  anxiety  by 
seeking  tlicm  out.  In  proceeding,  then,  upon  iliu 
laudable  duty,  we  sliall  set  out  wiilt  ihem  on  their 
way  iu  the  morning,  as  already  mentioned,  jn  cotn- 
puniomhip  with  the  eurale  of  Lorton,  wliom  hU 
eOeemed  frtetidf,  Golelield  and  llouthmore,  wci^ 
ewortiog  for  a  short  distance  on  his  way  bock  to- 
wani«  Lorton. 
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"  Well  ban  llna  tnd,  rad  hoGlj  dbpiau'd 
Th«M  >fa«pjn(«  of  ih«  aanftomUt  mind — 
BofaUM  «hu  gliUv  M  iWy  Hw  ud  imak 
On  niB  fJiiloMphj'i  ■jrc-bobbliog  ifinng." 

C»LCBIIM)B. 


"To  catch  the  contagion  ofjay,  kindled  1^  that 
mil  of  glory  and  Uioac  exulting  )»c«vens,— to-bend 
the  spirit's  ear  in  mingled  chnrm  und  aire  over  what 
mystic  Itarnraiiics  respirv  through  the  diapaton  of 
earth,  and  wave,  and  azur«  air, — to  stand  rapt 
bencsth  that  H))ell,  dazzling  at  liarmonious,  nnd  feel 
delightedly  snatched  away  on  it>  glad  current  of 
splendour  and  bleising  from  all  wnw  or  self  and 
tndivtdual  care, — to  feel  merged  in  tlie  vwt  tide  of 
blittthatrerelsaroutKltn  tbe  Uoom  of  the  raaterul, 
no  less  than  the  exulutkin  of  tlie  animal  world, — 
to  own  existenM  itself  a  blessing,  and  fostered  in 
all  Joy  and  brigbtneaa,  in  the  simple  fcviing  of 
q3 
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aninml  reve)  thai  inspim  every  living  thing  clown 
to  tfa«  mole  tliat  dances  on  green  and  golden  wing 
in  t)te  slanting  sun-ray, — to  feel  all  tliis  joy,  and 
(ivm  my^lf  but  as  a  bright  link  in  a  chsin  of  univer- 
sal revel  am)  liomiony, — to  hail  in  gratitude  the 
supreme  Source  of  all  this  blits  in  the  mighty 
male  of  creation's  henuty  »nd  splendour  in  nhkh 
it  is  reflected, — to  haJI  it  in  this  mighty  temple 
of  Creation,  vrhcru  all  nature  twdU  tlw  straia  of 
itt  praisv  Olid  ndoraiion — this  miglity  fitnv  wlion 
pillars  Imisc  tlieni  on  the  carpel  of  da-dul  earth, 
iwim^l  ukoiii  with  her  flowers,  and  whuse  rouf  is 
ibe  azure  and  golden-fretted  vault  of  heaven, 
whoce  endurance  is  etenml  m  iLs  uriiftccr's,  and 
wbo«c  liniit«  are  one  with  all  spuce, — tliu»  to  fee) — 
thus  to  contemplate  —  tliiis  to  harmonisv  and 
soothe  the  mind — thus  to  exalt  llie  spirit,  and  riew 
in  bis  lovdivst  nnd  s»blini«*t  fumi  the  mighty 
Author  of  all  being — iim  \i  religion  ! — this  is  ttw 
true  spirit  of  devotion  with  met  .  .  ." 

And  Golefictd  (lor  it  was  himself  tliat  spoke) 
paused  as  be  looked  round  him  on  tlie  scene  of 
nature's  rnplurc  and  glowing  sunlight  which  bad 
kindled  tliis  «c%tacy  within  him,  while  bb  com- 
panions, Roulbmorc  atul  Fonton,  had  stood  smiling 
to  Iwar  him  give  expression  to  it  in  the  word* 
which  we  hare  just  recited.  On  bis  returning 
lo  himself  again  from   the  spell  which  bad  bound 
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hiiTii  RooltinHirc  vna  tlio  first  to  greet  lum,  n»  lie 
obs^vetl — 

**  C6ni«,  (XKim;,  my  dvnr  fi-icixl  and  cothiMuisI,  i% 
not  B  liltiv  of  all  this  joyniitiK-st  of  dcvtxion,  (lib 
poetry  of  ooiil,  U)  be  tiwc>etvncd  witli  one  ilrauglii 
too  of  ilic  bl(-!Nii)pt  of  nHUi  in  Itl»  socio]  state  ?  Had 
you  been  n  mrrc  dwdlcr  in  the  wood  and  wild, 
nnreclsimn)  by  social  dinriiin  niid  '  human  bbiiul 
convene'  (aiihe  banlwty*,)  you  might  have  spoken 
thus  far  only,  in  thuikfnlnem  Ut  the  Author  of  life, 
and  the  blcsxing  of  which  it  ix  MDnble;  but  as  a 
mcmht-r  of  n  KKiiit  stiUc,  nnil  iiitcn<lv(l  by  iliat  «atne 
Aatlwr  to  occupy  n  social  sphere,  you  should  have 
nddvd  something  too  to  yonr  rrflcctions  that 
would  have  cmbmcod  this  considenttion.  Not 
alone  shovM  you  have  cxprefseil  yonrwlf  glad  lo 
participate  m  the  joy  rcKpintl  ihrmij^  all  animal 
lifi^  but  fnrlher,  (hnt  while  bin),  and  bei»t,  and 
creeping  thing  mi  eiirth,  in  nir,  or  ware,  are  in- 
deed sensible  of  b)i»,  yet  Man,  almve  them  all,  is 
wnsible  of  it  with  a  nobler  leeltng,  and  lending  tu 
loftier  resnlts  than  the  mere  sense  of  beaiiiude  in 
such  <>xistcnce.  iMwercr  pleasurable  t  You  should 
have  expressed  that  in  that  ray  which  lii^hts  merely 
animal  pleasure  in  tbe  irrnlional  world  /am  ani- 
mateil  to  deeds  worthy  a  loftier  spirit, — to  deeds 
lliat  may  ileconitc  human  cxwtcnct',  promote  the 
CBHw  nf  intellectual  si>d  moml  swny.^Jeetb  tluit 
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may  improve  and  exalt  the  social  world  wound  me^ 
and  testify  the  love  and  wisdom  of  (he  Creator  in 
works  worthy  of  the  most  exalted  of  those  beings — 
□mndyi  [nan,  social  and  high  tt^nng  man— vhicb 
he  ha*  created." 

"'I>ue,  Uouthmore,  true,"  replied  the  enthti- 
jlttt,  with  a  benignant  smile  ;  "  yet  1  am  not 
'  iorry  to  have  poured  forth  my  heart  in  the  uiw 
(|ualified  terms  of  joy  that  1  felt  at  the  moment, 
since  it  hasalTordcd  mc  thobcncfit  that  your  chaster 
monition  and  more  appropriate  considerations,  as 
a  member  of  a  social  state,  ever  supply.  Out  in 
good  sooth,  however  urcll  I  with  to  my  fellow- 
raen, — my  fellow-workers  in  the  social  hive, — yet 
have  I  felt  so  much  bitterness  tn  the  realities  of  life, 
tliat  1  confess  I  am  at  times  glad  to  fly  from  the 
recollection  of  them  altogether,  and  forget  myself 
in  such  a  dream  as  I  have  now  bocn  enjoying. 
The  enjoyment  is  a  hsrmtcra  one,  at  any  r&tc, — is 
it  not.  Mr-  Fcnton  ?"  he  added,  turning  to  Uic  gooil 
curate  of  I-orton. 

"  Yes  i  it  is  tt  hnrmlejg^  nay,  a  praiseworthy  one," 
replied  Fenion,  '^sinoe  the  spirit  that  kindled  il 
wH  a  love  for  the  source  of  that  happincn  it  re- 
joiced over.  Rut  as  our  friend  lluulhntnre  ttjs, 
and  I  fancy,"  he  added,  smitin";  and  shaking  hi* 
head,  "h«  is  a  more  just  philosopher  than  even 
Ocdeficid,  because  always  speaking  with  a  view  to 
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the  oonditioo  of  his  fellow-DicD,  aa  w«an«l  Troiii 
mere  nstural  impulse  to  die  sway  of  ariifici4il  lire 
■od  circiumUnco— yea,  «s  Itoutlimotv  says,  yen 
■houlcl  have  wliJcd  a  dcw  source  of  grotulaticm  lu 
your  '  [M-etilic  musings.'  You  sliould  have  fell,  at 
he  observcS)  Unit  ihc  spark  of  ovaiton,  caaghc  from 
ilie  bn>w  of  bc«v«o'x  light,  through  tlte  world 
flvdioal,  sJiould  but  have  kindled  llic  flame  of 
Tutaout  ambition  within,  for  ihv  sake  of  ihjil 
Social  System,  nnii  the  lot  of  that  Human  Dcnixen. 
Jbr  which  nil  llicsc  external  blessings  arc  poured 
fbrth.  And  yet  more,"  added  die  good  and  sin- 
cem  divine,  while  now  the  attention  of  his  two 
comrades  were  called  in  plca»ng,  im  leas  tban  re- 
spectful attention  to  liim,  "  it  is  (or  mc  to  odd  a 
stage  yet  further  in  Uiocw  Mgii  outpourings  of  heart 
which  you  Im^iuj,"  (he  said,  adilr^uiing  CioleAekl,) 
"  and  which  you  eitended,"  (Ite  continued,  va 
Kouthnuire,)— "  it  a  for  me  to  add  dmt  tlte  full  sum 
of  pleasure  and  worship  wliieh  these  glorious  handi- 
works of  heaven  around  inspire  b  yet  to  he  iiuule 
op  in  a  still  subhiner  and  more  dread  oonsideraiion, 
— it  is  for  me  and  my  sacred  clmrneter  to  invite  vou 
to  hear  in  llioso  dread  hurnionies  wliich  so  much 
entninood  your  dream,  my  friend,"  he  oontinoerl, 
addreaiog  CmlcGeld,  "  not  only  the  ovation  hynnietl 
to  heaven  lor  Ufc  and  iu  bicwing ;  not  only  the  higl> 
diallenge,  again,  to  man  to  render  himself  by  his 
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il«etls  wortliier  ihe  Divine  power  that  called  him  to 
Itfe;  but  to  hear  aUo  titc  clrmil  ami  mystic  note 
sounding  *  llercaftcr,'  and  colling  tltc  mind  to  '■linpc 
all  its  liopcs,  its  cnergiut,  and  n-spi  nil  tons  to  tlw 
Eternal  World  orwhith  it  wnntit !" 

So  Kpoke,  as  it  wits  meet  lie  should,  the  good 
puMortiu  hewiilkeil  along,  shrined  in  tlie  ray  of  his 
uwn  virtue  and  benignitj',  with  two  companions 
worthy  of  him.  The  "halo"  of  spirittial  radiance 
that  encompassed  them  all,  made  their  path  one 
of  "  glory'*  and  mental  beatitude !  If  the  light 
over  Golefifld's  wore  colours  more  raried  and 
ardent  from  the  ray  in  which  fancy  illumined  it, — 
if,  again,  tl»e  spark  of  zeal  and  virtuous  energ)- 
fihone  bright,  and  clcnr,  and  vivid  in  Routhmore's, 
— yet  llicy  ncillici-  ii\'  iImiu  Iransceiided  the  duiste 
and  equable  glow  in  which  the  good  pastor's  soul 
found  cht^-rfulne«t  and  illumtnution,  fincc  in  Idm, 
in  particular,  it  was  warmed  wiih  tl»e  constaiit 
ihougiii  of  happiness  and  reward  as  promised  by 
lh«  aacrcd  code  of  which  he  was  the  pure  inter- 
preter- And  now  tlicy  had  walked  on  till  they 
hod  rcachcti  the  turning  into  the  Lorton  road, 
into  whidi  Rouihmore  ami  ihc  good  cumte  pro- 
ceedetl ;  but  Goleftcld  Mopjied  to  enjoy  otic  more 
view  of  the  lovely  meer  and  iLt  vraiert  exulting  in 
the  suntigliL.  It  .sretiivil  to  liim,  as  the  breew 
swelled  ihcm,  thai  every  sparkling  wave  M  it  rose 
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murmiirttl  Turih  ibt  joy  in  that  wide  sung  of  1iap|>i- 
nm  cclwcd  llinuij^l)  nil  nnturc ;  and  mi  intrntly 
^1  he  >Und  (|uafEii;{  hi*  ttuul't)  All  i>f  t)>e  Kulilintc 
}oy  afforded  tiliU)  ilint  h«  did  nol  perceive  tlie 
presence  of  a  fair  form  tbai  Iin^I  approached  wiih 
light  step  to  the  spot  of  his  musings.  She  rc- 
moinud  mntionles  lu  some  lovely  triumph  of  the 
u.-ulpinr'aart,  while  s)^  r>^rded  liim  with  a  smile 
as  he  thus,  for  a  moaiciit  further,  pursued  b» 
ftincies — 

..."  And  if  nil,"  be  piYtceeded,  "aaa  lovely 
here,  extending  as  far  as  my  mortal  vision  can  scan, 
— if  this  visible  world  which  reflects  tlie  Maker  in 
so  beautiful,  how  much  more  lovely  must  be  tl»e 
world  in  which  wc  image  his  Spirit's  dwelling  to 
hi;!  Would  I  could  pcfictrHtc  lliiit  reidm  !  Would! 
the  curkwily  could  be  gratified  which  I  fed  to  Mc 
worlds  on  worlds  of  ctihanccti  lovclinest  and  lustre! 
— And  n  bliss  like  ihU  i«  whai  men  call  by  the  cold, 
chill  term,  '  death  V  Heaveit*  I  how  do«  the 
lanpJAgeof  CiHivrniion  disf^ise  ami  dim  the  most 
delightful  tltotightR,  and  anticipoilion^  the  mottt 
glorious!  Witere  are  to  nif  the  chill  aisocia* 
lions,  the  fearful,  repelling,  and  gloomy  thotighu, 
awakened  in  the  sound  of  death?  If  it  menus 
'  Not  to  be,' — why,  then,  in  tbo  very  oblivion  it  is 
blcwtng,  since  it  is  peace !  but,  if  it  ia  to  awaken  to 
new  Kcenes,  ivew  gktrtes,  a  new  scope  of  exiitence 
Qii 


346 


AnVENTyRES  OP 


.  .  oil !  well  may  I  wish  to  rctilizc  in  conscioas' 
neas  all  my  mind's  eye  now  too  dimly  wanders 
over,  led  on  to  tltosc  bri^it  heavens  of  its  turvej. 
from  tlie  beautiful  splierc  llint  Iicrc — even  here,  in 
llib  earthly  r«alm — glows  nronnd  me  T 

And  the  enlluisinf  [  now  ttood  gnting  on  vacancy 
OS  his  sprit  looked  Ibrtli  from  his  eyes,  wil<lly  and 
delightedly,  on  all  Uw  kaieidtwcopc  tlini  hi;*  fnncy 
liad,  ningiolikc,  Mimmoncd  up  to  charm  him. 
When  at  last,  llie  spell  being  paiii,  he  returned 
with  n  sigh  at  its  Uxs  to  earth  And  things  eiirtlily, 
and  to  a  remembrance  also  that  he  had  l>een  in  the 
companionship  of  Roiilhiuore  and  the  good  curate. 
C)n  looking  round,  Iwwever,  for  ihem,  what  «a« 
liis  surprise  to  belwld,  not  them,  but  the  fair  form 
we  have  mentioned — a  form  which  might  almost 
penunde  him  he  was  still  indulging  the  same  fairy 
dream  l>e  had  just  rauwd  himself  frofn :  for  none 
of  tlie  divine  worlds  which  he  hnd  Ix'cn  calling  op 
to  ble&s  lits  vision  could  hnvc  exhibited  a  much 
brighter  or  feirer  shape  than  that  of  her  who  now 
stood  before  him.  It  was^  in  a  word,  the  lovely  Ger- 
trude that  now  smiled  in  ibc  fac«  of  the  drmmer, 
scarcely  yet,  as  it  appeared  lo  her,  awnketied  frooi 
the  spell  of  those  bright  illusiomi  wiUi  which  be 
had  just  been  daszled.  The  clinracter  of  the 
benign  and  gerille-heartcd  bard  and  metaphysician 
wn  well  known   througliout  tlie  ncighlwiirhood ; 
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uid  ibo  humble  peKsani  and  rustic  maiden  tnei  liim 
and  greeted  liim  a»  a  friend  nlwrever  liv  dianced 
lo  ba.  And  bo  ihe  salulauon  of  Uertrudc  shapes! 
it)  u  tbc  extended  Iter  hand  to  die  poet,  who  hnd 
ofiercd  h»  own  in  friendJy  greeting  to  l»er. 

"J  fear,  8ir,  1  bavediiturlMdyou  in  your  medita- 
tions," she  sbhJ,  09  she  looked  ai  him  na  scarcely  a 
being  of  this  world,  with  a  regard  of  mingletl  vene- 
ration and  e&teem. 

"  No,  indeed  I  or  if  jou  had  awakened  me  from 
ibem,  it  would  only  be  to  call  me  from  bearing  thu 
melodies  of  b  *  swcet-spcaking'  vision  to  thoee  1  am 
now  Bcnsiblv  of  in  a  voice  i>carcely  leas  sweet,  and 
proceeding  from  s  source  scarcely  l«t»  radiant.  But 
wbom  is  it  the  Beauty  of  Buliermere  Kcks  in  dm 
devious  track  ?  for  1  find  1  have  wandered  away 
•omewhat  from  the  &pot  wl»ere  my  friends  left  me, 
one  of  wltich  was  the  ■  good  curate  of  Lorion,' — 
him  whom  I  know  you  respect  and  ostcom  even 
u  a  daugliler." 

'■  Indeed  I  sbould  be  but  graceless  if  I  did  nuL 
.  .  .  But  oould  you  direct  mc  to  the  path  Mr. 
Fenton  looki*  Cor  he  is  the  person  I  am  loukiiifi 
(or,  and  have  come  over  tti«  hill,  as  the  slwrtest  way 
to  die  l^orion  road,  to  join  him.  Von  arc  awarr,  Sitf 
tint  he  is  kind  enough  often  to  let  mc  go  to  m«  liim 
at  hixcunury  nt  JA>rton ;  and  tonlay  he  tiad  promised 
U  take  me  over  wiUi  hiui— indceil.  he  feels  townrdt- 
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me  05  tbougti  I  were  his  own  cHiUI !  And  I  conrew 
I  never  wns  able  to  form  a  morv  kimlly  catimaie  aa 
lo  parantnl  feelings  thiiii  that  whidi  I  Itavc  leamecl 
to  make  lu  regnntx  him." 

"  He  ix  the  ItuJior  luid  rrtt'ii^  iiuleeJ  of  us  all  I" 
rt^^iiicil  Oolericld,  as  he  i-^artleil  thi!  Benuiy,  wlwne 
clHxk  hud  for  u  moment  Itist  ita  hloun)  of  rosy  light* 
an<l  va&  shaded  wiiti  a  pulvr  ciut ;  "  but  (rertrude 
has  n  kinil  parent,  surely,  of  her  own,  and  whose 
iiKlulgcnce  is  no  less  due  to  her  daughter's  excel- 
lence of  disposition  than  her  feelingit  of  pride  musl 
be  flattered  in  boa&ting  of  a  diild  so  lovely !" 

Gertrude's  tlioughts  were  least  of  all  occupied 
with  tbc  compliment  the  kind-hearted  poet  paid 
her.  SIm;  drooped  her  head  and  was  silent;  or  if 
her  lip  quivered  as  Goiclicld  looked  at  her  in  ex- 
pectation of  a  reply,  h  vae  because  sbc  fdt  both 
pain  ami  embarrassment, — it  was  because  shn  was 
willing  to  vlteck  the  aniswrr  tUc  was  sorry  pcrhnps 
lo  feel  was  in  reality  due;  and  if  it  ro»e  to  her  lip, 
it  trembled  there,  and  died  nwny  unnltcrod.  Hut 
her  silence  spoke  to  the  penetrating  aiid  Mmnitive 
person  that  regarded  her, — ilmt  if  Ciertrutte  had 
not  reason  to  feel  as  much  indebted  lo  liei-  natural 
parent  for  kindness  as  to  her  adopted  one, 
Feiiton,  il  wag  in  con«equcncp  of  no  derclictioa 
on  Iter  own  pari  uf  filial  duty  or  affcctioit. 
And  now  they  hail  arrived  at  i>  spot  where  Uiere 


JAUn  HATFtEM). 


S49 


I 


was  a  turning  into  lite  liigb-road  from  the  point 
of  view  wiicrc  Golvfidd  hnd  Isirly  been  indulging 
in  hiE  fneditAtinmi.  "  It  is  difficult,"  he  said,  as  he 
looked  back  (or  a  itK>mcnt,  "  to  tear  onrsvlf  TTom 
the  8ij;hi  of «»  mudi  grandeur  nnd  beauty!  Ob- 
serve how  the  ineier  slievrs  iUelT  here  wiilt  such 
increawd  charm,  as  glimpses  of  its  liquid  asure  arc 
atlorded  through  t)>e  rich  green  Toliage  of  the  snr- 
round  .  .  ." 

But  a  yet  more  welcome  pfXMpect  liad  presented 
itself  to  the  sight  of  die  fair  person  he  addressed, 
to  permit  her  lo  delay  by  liic  poet's  side  longer 
than  to  yield  a  hasty  ncquiescvncc  in  wliat  he  sakl. 
And  she  sprang  forward  now  to  nieet  her  eariy 
friend  a»d  guide,  itte  "  good  curate,"  whom  at  tliit 
moment  she  rew^nised,  logclher  wiili  Routlimore, 
in  the  Lorton  rond,  (o  tlic  opening  into  wliich  herself 
and  Golefiekl  had  come,  and  whilhcr  Routhmore 
anil  Fenton  lind  proceeded  a  little  lime  pa<it,  while 
ihdr  companion  liitd  Hi^rc^  behind  to  indulge  in 
t)ie  proapect  aiid  tlie  meditations  it  awakened. 
The  »alutatioii  was  intleed  that  of  father  and  child, 
as  Fenton  answered  her  greeting  in  tlie  word!»~ 
'*  God  bloas  you,  my  dear  ddld  1  1  seldom  sice 
you  IH)W.  A  week  scarcely  erer  used  to  pass  but 
you  would  rambio  over  iltc  hills  to  »cc  inc." 

"  And  willingly,"  slic  replied,  "  would  I  have 
com«  to  pay  my  duty  as  I  was  Accu»loroed,  but 
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that  a  control,  to  which  I  am  bound  to  submit,  has 
discouraged  mc  from  grntifylng  my  inclination. 
For  nerer,"  she  continued,  •*  nm  I  so  hnppy  as 
vhea  I  can  snatch  a  holiday  (as  I  may  wd)  call 
il)  at  my  old  home  at  Lorton." 

Fenton  understood,  without  rendering  any  ques- 
tion necessary,  what  was  the  contml  of  wlitch  his 
former  pupil  spoke;  nor  was  it  <Iiflici)lt  for  him  Ui 
cuntprt-hcnd  why  ii  pcrmn  who,  like  her  mother, 
vat  a  protdyteoftliedisitenting  "  Imlder-fbrtli"  of  tlie 
village,  sliould  discotiragc  her  daughti^r's  visits  to 
her  old  home  wider  his  roof.  Accordingly,  without 
appearing  to  notice  the  allusion  conveyed  in  ber 
mswer  to  him,  he  hid  her  proceed  to  take  her  aeat 
in  the- little  equipage  which  a  serFanl-lncI  hod  now 
drawn  up  to  the  road-stde,  and  which  had  been  in 
w»iting  for  him  at  the  turning  of  the  road  to 
Lorton.  So,  wishing  liis  friends  Roulhmore  and 
Golelicid  "  good  den,"  and  thanking  litem  lor  the 
pleositre  of  their  compai)ion»}iip  thus  fur,  tic  drove 
on  with  bis  "  fair  chiUl  and  pupil,"  as  be  used  to 
term  ber,  in  reference  to  Iwr  earlier  nurture  nnder 
his  own  auspices,  and  was  soon  advanced  on  his 
way  to  his  cure  at  Lorton. 

-  To  rciiirn  to  his  Inte  companions.  "  A  superioc 
girl  ilial  for  Iter  station  in  life,"  said  Kouihmore, 
with  reference  to  the  Beauty : — "  superior  both  in 
mind  sod  maniMr.     I  wonder  wtuit  initli  (here  b 


JAAIRS  HATrtEIJb 


8M 


b  the  lurmisc  tttat  the  laio  Wethcrby,  the  Itmhand 
ortltc  litndliulj'of  tlic  Trnvcllrr'K  Rest,  was  not  Iter 
fiilher,  bat  thiit  she  is  the  diild  of  ■  person  ovEn  m 
linf;iiixl>e(I  lis  the  highest  j^nde  in  tocklT  coatd 
er  him  ?  I  lutkcd  Feiitoit  bovr  thi>  was,  oiU! 
<)ay,  in  consequence  of  liearing  a  reiiiu-k  of  the 
Beauty's,  which  evinced  at  onoe  a  tniie  of  mind  sihI 
feeling  rarely  met  with  in  the  walks  of  lowly  life, 
and  tlte  offiipring  of  lowly  parents,  even  whurv  tlw 
l>ene6i  of  education  has  been  bestowed,  as  in  licr 


"  And  he  luid  no  reply,  had  he,  iliat  oonid  war- 
rant any  such  surmUc  as  you  mention  V 

■*  Noite  in  th«  world  I  though  he  acquiesced  in 
my  remark  as  to  the  superioriiy  of  her  attributes ; 
and  said  she  was  uf  a«  elevated  a  opiril  u*  Khe  was 
ofproprivty  of  feeling  nndgoodnvM  of  disposition." 

"She  ht  nntnridly  gifted  in  lier  quoliiicatioiis  of 
mind  no  less  than  person ;  hence  these  rumours 
about  Iter  parentage.  It  is  a  pity,  Iwwever,  thnt 
witli  a  heart  as  buovant  in  its  native  cheerfulness 
as  her  check  is  lovely, — with  so  much  tender  ood- 
fidingnesKof  di^posilion,  and  a  spirit  frcch  os  the 
mountain-dews  Iter  light  feet  bnwh  away, — she 
should  feci  thcwe  happy  quultties  chilletl  somewhat 
by  the  ungenial  demnrcnesB,  and  even  nuslcriiy,  of 
lite  dame,  her  mother." 

"The  good  woman'*  d«murene«  is  ea»Iy  ac- 
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counted  tor  by  tbe  sauctlmonious  siraight-lactng  sl»c 
has  late))'  taken  it  into  her  head  to  a<kipt :  and  I 
dare  say  '  means'  uncommon])-  *  well'  towards  a 
daughter  whoso  beauty  must  render  lier  an  object 
ofrauvh  notice,  and,  in  bcr  station  of  lire,  possibly 
subject  tier  to  some  dunger ;  except  that  she  has 
too  much  good  »cnse  to  hurc  her  licad  turned  by 
I  cOfDphmviit.  llie  radiance  of  her  pure,  virtuous 
brow  would  confound  tW  iniquity  that  should  ap- 
proach Iier,  hke  Unii's,  in  ^cnscr." 

"  Ay,  and  you  may  add,  that  tlw  snnic  good 
sense  you  sprak  of  is  not  Kkely  to  permit  b<>r  iasip« 
to  be  readily  won  or  pleased.  She  has  had  a  good 
pattern  of  lofty  virtue  and  mental  superiority  in  llie 
guardian  of  bcr  earlier  ycaM,  F'rtilon.  Hi*  man- 
ners are  plain  and  simple  indccti,  but  his  mind 
exalteil  and  refmed.  .  .  .  Hut  where  are  wf  wan- 
dering ?  Surely  we  have  taken  tlic  wrong  paili, 
and,  bcwildereil  in  thinking  of  the  charms,  spiritual 
and  personal,  of  the  *  Ucauly'  ofllKsc  wilds,  have 
mistaken  our  way  T 

"  Indeed,  so  it  should  seem,"  rep1ie<i  Kouthinorc; 
**  and  if  I  recognise  the  spot  aright  wtiithcr  we  have 
strayed,  it  is  lo  that  desert  haunt  where  you  told 
me  that  old  Mike  .  .  .  but,  bless  itte,  wIm  are 
those  two  Agures  coming  down  tlic  steep  on  ibc 
oppmitc  side  to  this  wilderness  where  we  stand? 
See;  they  are  descending  by  the  rttdc,  naliiml  fligiit 
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of  steps  in  tl»e  cliir-si<Ic.    Oaeof  them,  if  I  nusulfc 
not,sliouI<]  be  old  Mike  himself,  andtheolher— — " 

"  Tltc  trtrangcr  nhcMc  nppcarsncc  at  church  t«- 
i]«y  «ccilc(]  our  mrmisc  a>  to  wIki  he  could  be,  or 
whence  Ix:  coulil  come.  .  .  .  But  let  us  stand 
utde ;  ihcy  >cc  us  .  .  .  and  (^m-rvc,  the  strauger 
»eems  to  hesilutc  whcllior  lie  thM  advance ;  but 
bis  guide,  by  bis  gusltires,  teems  to  beckon  him 
cnivnrd." 

While  GoloGeld  uttered  iheM  words,  himself 
kik]  bis  compatiiun  pUccd  lliemselvcs  behind  n 
huge  aiots  of  bcokcti  rock,  with  ibe  fragments  of 
which  ibc  wliohj  haunt  ajt>und  was  strewed ;  the 
heaps  being  here  and  diere  lulled  with  rude  brier 
and  wild  grajs!  being  the  same  spot  where  we  re- 
mcotlier  old  Mike  to  liavc  risen,  phantoni-likr,  to 
Uic  woDdcring  eyes  of  our  hero  sometime  Bgi>. 

"It  is  ibe  spot,"  resumed  Golcficld,  "  where 
liie  '  ancient  mariner'  makes  his  abode,  'flic  o\l\ 
man  and  I  are  frieada;  and  it  is  not  unfreiqucndy 
J  stroU  ulone  to  this  weird  habitation  to  bruig  htm 
a  trifling  present,  in  tbe  shape  of  some  '  creature 
contfon,'  and  a^k  in  rctam  one  of  lib  stmnge  laleo 
for  it." 

**  I  never  heard  one  of  them  yet,  and  bare  a  sin- 
galar  curiosity  to  do  so,"  said  Rouibinorc. 

"Ob,  you  sliall   bear.  .   .  ." 

Bat  al  thin  moment  GolcAcld's  word*  were  in- 
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terrupted,  as  he  sUiriei]  At  the  sudden  appearance 
of  Mike  himself;  when,  after  u  few  moments' 
pniise,  he  resumed —  ' 

"  Wiat,  Mike,  is  it  you  ?  We  were  just  spedc- 
ingof  you:  audio!  like  a  spirit,  yon  have  heard  our 
<  invocation,'  and  hnve  risen  to  gniti^'  us  with  a 
sight  of  yourK-lf.  My  fri<;nd  Iktc  was  anxious  to 
h«ir  tlwii  strange  tale  that  won  my  fancy  jo,  and 
which  I  have  longed  to  listen  to  again  when  you 
would  vouchsafe  to  recite  it  to  roe." 

«  Words — mere  words  I"  ejaculated  the  old  roan; 
**  to  you  at  Icnsli"  he  addi-d,  lugiiificantly,  as  he 
dropped  hb  voice.  "  Mere  &un»liine,"  he  pro- 
ceeded, "  for  your  fancy's  disport ! — mere  hues  of 
feble  t — and  he  ihal  lells  you  the  talc  accounted  but 
a  crazy,  fond  chronicler  of  drc«ms.  .  .  ." 

[.  .  .  "  Nny,  nay,  Mike,"  interposed  Goldtcld; 
while  llie  old  mariner  proceeded  lo  muiOT  to  him- 
•elf— ] 

"  But  there  are  some,  I  irow,  wlw  will  know 
that  tlicse  words  are  not  mere  soun<ls,  nor  tlie  fears 
of  Mike  mere  fable  !  .  .  .  Well,  genderoen,  what 
would  ye  in  ihisabodeof  looelincss?  .  .  .  Ychave 
stumhkd  here  on  one  who  has  Utile  to  olTer  yoa 
to  yield  it  olieerfulness,  when  he  tells  you  tluU, 
wilderneM  as  it  t«,  it  is  not  so  much  k>  to  him  as  it 
the  world  of  hatrilnsncss  and  regrets  from  which 
be  aedis  refuge  in  iL      Thu«c  broken  fragmenu 
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arc  not  so  (orlcim  ns  broken  hearts  uid  Itopot ! — 
thaac  wuj'wnrd  licaps  not  mora  obslaclci  in  our 
path  Uiun  the  contradictions  tliat  cross  the  track  of 
life  1  That  little  flowrct  xmiling  on  t!ic  top  of 
yond«r  rock,  wtial  t>  it  bat  itic  hopv  that  mast  soon 
wither,  and  wliidi  relieve* — bot  in  roockLTyi  and  for 
a  fleeting  momvnt — the  baircnncn of dotioy?.  . . 
W'ltat  would  you  vritii  one  who  can  aay  little  more 
clwering  than  litis? — vhosepoorthoug^uareallhe 
possesses  to  people  tliix  wild  withal ;  and  nich  as 
ihey  are,  little  likely  to  win  ye  to  tarry  in  lu  cheer- 
las  mazes  willi  him  1" 

As  the  old  man  wta  speaking,  both  Golefield  and 
Itouihmore  tliotight  they  haard  a  Ebotstep  past 
rapidly  from  the  s]x>t  in  a  contrary  direction  to  that 
in  which  they  were  silting  ;  and  it  occurred  to  Cole- 
field  (who  was  better  acquainted  with  ihc  old  tnan't 
subtle  character  than  his  comrade)  that  pouiibly  he 
might  have  been  seeking,  in  the  worib  lie  had  jutt 
uttered,  to  engage  their  attention  in  ordtr  to  £ici- 
litatc  the  withdrawal  frtmi  tl>e  spot  of  tJie  stranger 
in  whose  company  ihcy  had  lately  seen  him  ap- 
proach it.  Such  ■  ooDJecture  was  n:a>onal>le,  since 
Kcrecy  seemed  to  be  tlte  object  of  tluu  (wRton, — to 
judge,  at  leaM,  hy  his  early  witlidrawal  fnmi  tb« 
church  tliat  morning,  and  his  hesitation,  not  long 
ago,  ill  proceeding  down  the  cliff  steps  when  he 
desa'tcd   GolefieJd  and   his  companion.      Then, 
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agnin,  it  occurroil  to  Golefield  ibat  posibly  ihb 
person  might  have  bwii  shewn  by  old  Mike  to  his 
mil  already  mcnlionrd  in  the  rock-side,  and  where 
GolcRf  )d  had  crc  now  visited  the  weird  niariner ; 
accordingly,  he  resolved  on  proceeding  to  the  cell. 
If  Mike  should  ofTcr  no  objection.  Here  h«  tbonglit 
he  should  Rt  length  meet  tlic  vcncrnblc  Klmnger 
tluit  had  excited  his  interest;  and  wiili  this  view  he 
shaped  his  rqily  to  Mike's  words— 

"  Nay,  Mike,  these  ihmiglits,  which  you  say  anr  ail 
you  postetK  to  pi.'ople  Uiis  drenry  waste  witlml.render 
it  10  roe  more  diccring  iind  of  more  JntereM  than 
any  scene  of  giddy  >tir  or  nouonie  din  that  life  can 
offer.  Nor  deem  that  tlic  words  you  utter  are  re- 
garded by  ine  as  so  mucli  di«port,  and  f<.iad  for 
raillery  at  your  expense.  Not  so ;  they  nmke  me 
love  and  marvel  nt  tlie  man  who  luts  endured  so 
Ijnuch,  nntl  fell  sn  deeply.  .  .  .  And  this  my  (ricnd 
here  feeb  tu  I  do. " 

Kouttiinore  smiled  and  Imwetl  assent, nsGolclield 
continued— 

"  So,  what  say  you  ?  dinll  we  to  the  cell  T'  . . . 

"  Well,  well,"  said  the  old  man ;  "be  it  as  you 
will.  You  may  think  it  a  light  task,  haply,  to  me 
to  recount  llie  adventure  or  the  peril  my  talcs  leml 
tlirouglj."  And  here  Mike  paus«l,  nnd  looked 
searcliingly  at  tlicm,  when  he  rcRimcd,  in  n  manner 
as  earnest  and  wild  as  it  w»s  sudden — "'\1k  ship 
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Uuit  knvcE  tier  tranquil  liavcn  lo  encounter  liio 
bufTcts  of  wind  and  wave — ilic  terror  of  the  liurri- 
canc — launches  not  Ibnh  on  a  tcmpnt  inorc  stormy 
than  that  wliich  nievta  lim  tpirii  of  the  old  nwriner 
in  recalling  (he  uMtmories  you  ««k  him  to  a  voken. 
Would  they  could  sleep  I — hut  woe  worth  (lie  day 
that  gave  them  birth !  Their  regret  is  not  more 
far  (be  post  than  the  future  tear  of  which  they 
portray  tt>e  forewamii^s." 

His  two  compaoiooB  iotercttaug»)  boks  as  ihey 
&mikd  at  iIk  old  nuirinoi's  clutradcristic  supersti- 
tion. McantiniG  lie  ^truilc  iK-furc  ihcni  to  tlie  oliasni 
in  the  rock-Ntilf  where  his  cdl  was  situate,  ciutingt 
huwenr,  n  glance  in  ttie  direclioo  where  tliv  Ibot- 
Mcp*  had  been  hrurd  by  hiK  prcH:iit  co[nrad<!s  to 
reoGiie.  All  waa  vociuit  and  aili^nt :  no  human  form 
was  traceable — no  step  but  their  own  awakened  the 
ehoe*  of  the  Kolitary  haunt 
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'  I  tiATV  rmt  comfort  from  this  fvUow-  methlnk*  he  famtb  DO  drowning 
rtoA  upQD  him  :  hLi  GcmpLeliDji  ]B  pcrf«t  fmilowi  ^  stand  Tbt,  good 
fftte,  to  his  hauelnff  I  HaJtc  the  rD;>c  o^  hU  dntliiy  oar  c%b\t,  fur  our  own 
doth  Unie  BijTiintiire," — TkhfbjiT' 


[N   THRKE    VOLUMES. 

VOL.  II. 


LONDON: 
HENRY    COLBURN,    PUBLISHER, 

ORE  AT    MARLBOROUQII    STREET. 
1S41. 


ADVENTUKES 


JAMES    HATFIELD. 


CHAFfEK  I. 


■•  The  b«uu  SMh  OM, 
And  make  •(>pe*i  ikc  iiicbadMljr  wimLi 
or  cancilM  cyelf;  ondion,  btakt  of  Mft, 
QoltSM,  btliM,  span,  and  gOfsoa-lMailed  Urp*, 
And  tW  ttblMonfy  rounii  which  dmlh  Ltaghitd." 

Ip  GolefieM  luul  louk«il  forward,  on  Uh  luliniwioii 
lu  Mike's  cell,  to  gnitify  liifl  curknity  in  weiiig  iIk 
vaoerable  tiranger  Uiere,  he  wns  at  llic  saini>  time 
ooiulrained  lo  own  iliat,  for  the  itiGrm  frnnic  ani] 
tottering  limbs  of  age,  ibo  passage  into  (lie  wcusJ 
msrincT^  cell  wu  Uttle  oonvcnteni,  as  we  aro  about 
to  witness.  According!}-,  if  Ite  sliould  not  find 
that  aged  fbrm  where  I>c  pxpectn),  his  surprise 
would  itot  be  very  ^rent;  and  bis  conclusion  tlicii 
would  be,  iliat  ibc  xtmngrr  liwl  withdrawn  jtut  in 
time  to  nvoid  encountering  himwlf  ond  Itouibmore, 
M  indicatml  by  the  sound  of  the  footsteps  tbey  bad 
just  beard  receding  irom  i1m>  spot. 
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Qut  to  proceed  an  our  way  into  the  celL  After 
passing,  then,  tlie  ru<le  door  whidi  closed  up 
!ts  moutli,  the  visitor  enteral  s  nsrrow  passage, 
whid)  gradual))'  became  narrower,  like  an  eei-weir 
or  bnslcct;  or  yet  more  humble  illustratioo,  the 
wire  ndit  of  a  moiixc-lntp.  Along  this  a  dim 
gleam  of  Itfrht  wait  Uiruwn  by  nn  iron  lamp  which 
swung  from  the  top.  Inconvenient,  howerer,  aa 
it  was^  the  passage  was  not  very  long,  and  lite 
Ti^tors  of  Mike  were  in  some  degree  recom- 
[>cntied  for  the  constraint  and  obscurity  of  tiie 
t-nlrance,  by  the  .luperior  scope,  and  rude,  yet  sin- 
gular and  interesting  decoration  of  the  cell  it«elF. 
As  we  omitted  the  description  of  it  on  our  former 
visit  in  company  with  Itenmore,  we  will  supply 
it  lierc. 

It  was  well  lit  up  on  the  present  occasion  by 
the  aid  of  two  steel  reflectors  on  each  side  tl>e 
cell,  with  a  small  brass  lamp  in  front  of  each ;  the 
reflectors  multiplying  tlie  light  to  a  degree  thai 
illuminod  every  part  uf  the  cell,  and  shewed  ihc 
minulcst  objects  throughout  its  scope  with  perfect 
distinctness.  'llKre  were  all  sorts  of  nule  implv- 
mrnts  of  warfare — spears,  tomahawks,  and  scalp- 
ing knives — suspended  over  the  skins  of  bessts, 
fouimI  the  stdcs  of  tlie  cave.  Many  a  rare  and 
curious  bird,  loo,  whu«e  shrill  nolc  once  woke  tin 
wild  echoes  of  wood*  in  some  uitermoet  part  of  the 
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tmnh,  was  preserved  here.  Sltrlls  of  ull  hues  an<l 
grotesque  shapes  sbxxl  :tkle  Ity  side  nilli  huge  tlrjed 
CftlatNubes  and  bamboo  baskets.  Okl  sen-dmts 
and  cable  ends,  and  here  an<)  ibere  a  poiiilcrui» 
rusty  anchor  were  seen ;  all  of  wbich  conveved  tu 
thdr  stngnlar  pwecsaor  asMciaiioiia  of  nisiijr  a 
perilous  crisis  of  the  dn-p,  and  on  all  of  wbicb  he 
could  dnuuit  with  u  vigour  and  csmetncss  whkrh 
caught  half  iu  interest  from  the  singular  caa- 
victioD  dtqilayed  by  the  old  mati  in  all  lie  related, 
that  superior  agencies  were  stUI  ill  operation,  and 
boro  tlie  greater  part  of  tite  event,  wliuievin'  llic 
nalore  of  it  might  be,  llut  lie  retraced.  It  wax 
this  mystic  tone  and  imaginative  cnsi  which  give  all 
he  said  that  complexion  of  awe  which  mado  libn 
an  object  of  fear  and  inarvel  to  tlie  rude  vulgar, 
much  more  so  than  any  marvels  or  dangers  them- 
selves whkrh  he  related.  Mike  was  no  impostor; 
he  might  luivc  been  with  much  ntorc  reason  pru- 
nounocd,  as  the  Scotch  call  it,  "daft."  He  waa 
thotonghly  in  earnest,  and  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  all  hb  superstitious  Jnto^iiingv.  Vou  hod  only 
to  bear  him  narrate  n  tale,  and  listen  to  the  ordi* 
auy  tone  and  style  of  bis  remarks,  to  niiderstand 
that  the  old  mariner  was  a  tltorotigh  Falalisi. 
And  OS  infatuated,  perhaps,  was  he,  and  oa  con- 
scientiously pertiiincious  in  this  respect,  as  any 
religious  fanatic  If  in  ibis  superstitious  charao- 
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terktk  he  was  not  nllogciliM-  unlike  his  marine 
brothers,  yei  no  common  or  vulgnr  "  tar "  vox 
Mike.  He  was  liini^irAS  **  uiii<(Ui:"  m  hit  ulven- 
lurcs.  No  sea  slang  commonly  made  up  Iiik  Ktyl« 
of  address;  there  was  too  much  sense  of  sulTcn'ng 
«l  the  old  man's  heart  to  permit  bim  to  dully  wiU> 
trifling  thoughts,  or  to  speak  in  the  careless, 
jovial  style  of  his  iccklcra  fcUotr-matcs. 

In  fact,  few  could  henr  him  Kpcnk  and  not  fcvl  with 
him,  though  they  mi(;ht  coi>d(;nin  him  for  his  tiiipcr- 
stitiutn  fniicies.  "  I-uiicie*,"  however,  or  not, — l\wy 
were  so  earnestly  felt  liy  him-ielf  that  tliey  for 
the  time  carried  away  with  tlicm  the  person  to 
M'lioRi  ihey  were  imparted ;  none  couKI  mark  his 
furrowed  bi'ow,  sliudeil  witli  its  silvery,  straggling 
(ockif,  and  rendered  yet  more  impressive  in  the 
eurnestite«t  of  its  expresuon,  without  sj'mpathizing 
nitli  him.  It  seemed,  as  he  told  his  strange  nar- 
raiivcji,  that  he  related  them  as  imparted  by  some 
unearthly  communication ;  and  the  narrator  wu 
no  less  an  object  of  awe  in  himself  than  io  httn- 
Bclf,  for  Itv  appeared  as  much  to  hold  in  religious 
awe  tlw  cireuinstaiioew  he  nnrraicd,  bn  a  prim 
of  Dodoiin  might  lie  supposed  to  do,  in  imparting 
Uiti  solemn  warnings  heard  in  mystic  accents  at  ihe 
shrine  where  I>e  bowed,  llcncc  the  ruder  hearer 
caught  (be  couta^oii  of  an  unaccountable  Ivar 
From  tlutt  which  Uie  old  man  evinced  himself,  and 
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a  picture  of  which  eflcct  wc  have  giren  in  a  pre* 

vtous  tuige  of  o(ir  story. 

The  first  ot>t«:t,  liowever,  that  was  looked  (bt* 
hjr  Dur  two  ailventuren — for  these  who  truttetl 
themselves  in  the  precincts  of  the  wizard  niAriaer's 
abode  were  considered  scarcely  lea  so  by  t)ie  good 
folk  of  the  vicinage — was  the  venerable  stranger, 
who  seemed,  indeed,  in  all  respects,  a  wurtliy  com- 
peer of  old  Alike,  whether  from  hb  years  or  llic 
ny^terious  doubts  concerning  him.  Lte  was 
looked  l<>r,  however,  in  vain  ;  and  though,  if  Miaa 
Ilowbifxgrii  IimI  l>i;en  uf  thv  party,  »lie  might  pc»- 
sihly  have  uildre»sed  l>er  inquiries  with  a  view  to 
ctacidotiiijT  the  mystery  of  lii>  "  whereabout,"  yet 
our  two  frte»(U  being  of  a  less  iaqulutive  (we  were 
f{oing  to  say  "  mwldlesomc")  disposition,  they  kept 
their  iixiuiries  on  this  topic  to  tbcmselvn,  and  ad- 
dreoed  them  to  examining  the  various  objects  of 
curiosity  which  the  cell  cxhtbtird  to  attract  tlicir 
atieution. 

•'  Indeed,  Mike,  you  must  hare  been  s  far 
voyager  over  the  oceau-dcepi"  said  Oolcfti-ld,  as 
he  ca«t  his  eye  on  the  savage  gear  of  some  bur 
barouii  island  dwellers  of  die  Pacific.  "  Why, 
what  are  these?"  he  added,  examining  aoine  highly 
polisJied  cups,  curiously  inlaid  widi  pieces  of  diat 
rare  and  beautiful  bJmiH  whose  varying  colours 
bleud  the  green,  and  blue,  and  gold  together. 
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"  Sculls,  sculls,"  *aid  the  old  ms\<n.  "  Ay,  if  you 
wish  for  ft  talc  now,  that  would  suit  for  one  of 
your  Bt&ge-play  vngnries,  and  make  ihv  mob  gap«, — 
why,  yoii  may  have  it.  Those  sculls,  iliat  look  so 
clean,  and  fa!r,  and  white — I  have  seen  ihem 
brimming  wiih  the  blood  of  my  comrades, — that 
have  1 1" 

"  Xny;  tlw;  lalc  would  be  of  painful  interest 
indeed,  Mike,"  observed  Oolefk-ld  ;  *'  and  accept- 
able lo  UK,  but  that  we  )o»k  (or  niiolher  from  you 
on  the  present  oceanion." 

*' But  just  let  us  know — what!  di<l  you  lose  all 
your  cotnnulefl  of  the  crew,  under  llie  hands  of 
tbe*e  mtages  or  caiinibnts,  as  tbcy  sccin  lo  be  ■" 
nskcd  Itouthmorc. 

Ay,  iiy;  myself  wns  the  [na  that  was  to  be 
bulcl)ered,  but  Fate  kq)l  mc  for  other  nnd  future 
iriftis,  nnd  so  I  vms  permitted,  1  supfwsc,  to  make 
my  escape." 

'*  And  you  should  be  thankful,  MJke,  to  Henven 
that  yoo  ditt,"  observed  Iloulhmore. 

"  Tlmnkfu]  I  and  *o  1  wax.  Tliimkful  or  uo- 
thnnkfu),  however,  such  was  my  destiny ;  and  so, 
Itiiving  seen  all  tlie  poor  fellows  butchered  befcMV 
my  liicc,  I  made  an  effort  lo  preserve  these  few 
relics  of  them— one,  two,  three !  lliere  they  iirc !" 
said  tlie  old  man,  counting  the  sculls,  as  he  re- 
garded ihem  will)  a  6xcd  and  dreamy  stare,  wt  if 
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musing  over  the  scenes  of  trial  and  horror  which 
the  sight  of  those  relics  recniln). 

"  But  wluit  is  thi»5*'  Willi  Rouihmore,  cnllitig 
Guleflvlil'a  attenlion  to  u  npicruliil  hnmch  or  white 
coral  tJiai  stood  as  an  ornament  at  the  end  of  the 
ceU,  anil  seemed  almost  like  a  petrified  tree,  »i 
beautiful  and  large  were  its  rnmilicalions. 

"  It  is  a  clinrmcd  bough  !  a  charmed  bough .'" 
ejsculnted  Mikv,  with  a  start,  a*  he  tanicd  al>rupi1y 
nway  from  gwting  at  ttw  sculU,  and  ptirsutnj;  dtr- 
dreiiins  attached  to  them.  "  'flw  wimls  nhiitJed, 
and  lliu  deep  raved  tor  our  liires  in  vain)  while  iliui 
branch  was  on  deck  I  Hut  lia !  .  .  .  10  aee  tont! 
oTthetiiilort fling thentsclvcson  their kneeinnd  wor- 
■hjp  it,  would  have  mode  even  yon  Uugti ;  for  you — 
and  all  the  world  almost,  as  long  us  they  are  out  of 
peril,"  (he  added,  with  a  lialf  sneer,)  "  can  afford 
to  bugh  at  these  strange  events,  and  the  excited 
feelings  attached  to  them !  You  mock  th«  tale 
tbai  speaks  of  them  with  awe  and  marvel ;  bat  let 
■ne  tell  you,  there  arc  spirits  invisible  to  you  or  roe, 
or  any  of  tis,  that  may  hover  round  a  hidk,  and 
fwny  event*  wondrously  eiwugh  to  excuse  a  poor 
mariner  for  a  littJe  superstition,  as  you  would  call 
iU .  .  .  Metliinks  you  would  look  pole  Ui  see  what 
1  have  seen !  .  .  .  Well,  well  I  not  the  wisest  a( 
us  know  bow  &r  our  tboughu  and  actions,  iho 
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events  of  our  lirw,  the  movement*  of  our  moral,  or 
even  bodily  pilgrimage,  arc  inflmmcctl." 

*•  Indeed,  Mike,  I  bdicve  firmly  with  you  that 
there  ere  uiiKoen  mid  superior  it^ntcin  thnt  may 
often  net  (as  yoti  more  than  JiumiiH.-)  in  influencing 
our  tliought«  nntl  actioni." 

"Superior  flgcncivsl"  ejaculated  Kouthmore; 
"  say  at  once,  an  nll-swnyiiig  Providence.'* 

"  You  arc  right — you  are  right  I"  said  GolcJield, 
in  n  lowered  tone  to  hi»  friend ;  "  but  it  i«x)uld  be 
perhaps  to  lo«e  our  expected  tale  were  we  to  dis- 
pute Mike's  *  Cotle  of  Fatalism  ;'  "  and  then  raising 
hb  voice  and  addressing  the  old  man,  he  continued, 
**  bnl  we  are  both  of  11*,  my  friend,  Mr.  KoutUmorc 
and  nivHelf,  anxim»  tliat  ymi  would  launch  ««, 
Mike,  on  thai  aea  of  wonders  where  you  were 
ttaved  through  a  child,  and  n-hicli  we  long  to  nnvi- 
gnle  witli  you." 

"  Why  tliat  tale?"  said  the  old  man,  impatiently. 
**  See  you  that  sea-chest  yonder  ? — look  at  the 
handle  of  it." 

"  It  has  something  attached  to  it  like  the  Bkeleton 
of  a  hand  !"  said  Golcfield. 

*'  Ay !  it  was  an  Iwnest  Itand  as  ever  was  shaken 
in  confidence  by  a  friend,  while  llie  life-blood 
ihrobbcd  in  ilie  rcin».  I  have  grasped  it  many  a 
time    Well ;  will  b  story  of  tlint  hand  suit  you  ? — 
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how  it  ciuiie  there?  wliy  I  loved  the  beinf;  oTwlicwe 
clay- frame  it  once  tbrnicd  a  part?  «li?  will  tlmt 
niit  ?"  ii»keid  tlie  old  in4u-iner,  eogeriy. 

*'  It  were  a  tale  xtnuige  enough,"  said   Routh- 
more,  **  to  answer  for  a  h<»t  of  oili^nt ;  Ixii  I  have 
a  ninguUir  curiosity,  Mike,  to  hear  t)ie  one  niyi 
friend  liere  refers  id.** 

"  Yes,  yes  I"    ndded    Oolelield ;     "  that  otivj 
Mike;— come,  good  Mike." 

"  Why  lliat  tale  ?"  ejaculated  the  old  man, 
vrilh  renrwctl  impatience,  as  be  continued  mut- 
tering to  liinuclf;  "  it  nas  but  tlic  other  day  I 
lohl  it  to  t)»e  crowd ;  and  it  becomes  murx:  pain- 
ful to  mc  a»  its  destinies  npproAcb  nearer  com- 
pletion." An<)  then  raising  his  voice,  he  con- 
tinned,  "  Well ;  I  sec  yon  demand  it  of  me." 

With  tiiese  words,  he  ruse  hastily  up,  and  ad- 
justing one  or  two  niile  seats  by  a  IJtde  low  table 
in  tlie  cell,  he  (lung  a  lo(»e  covering  over  ihein| 
of  eeal-skins,  and  motioned  his  two  distinguished 
auditors  to  take,  each  of  them,  a  Beat,  while  he 
tiimself  remained  standing,  as  a  ponlure  more 
agreeable  to  tliat  mdcssoess  which  the  excitement 
of  the  story  be  was  about  to  relate  occasioned. 
With  a  hiirricfl  step  and  anxious  look  he  strode 
uticv  or  twice  up  and  down  the  cell  in  silence, 
when  he  suddenly  »tuppcd  short  in  rfx>nt  of  them, 
and  launchet),  a»  it  were,  with  an  cSbri,  into  the 
b3 
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outset  of  his  narrative, — as  though  tlw  task  were 
one  of  little  satisfaction  to  him,  and  rntli«r  encoun- 
tered tlian  approached. 

The  reader  being  already  acquainted  with  the 
nsrrstion,  we  shall  take  tliis  opportunity  of  explinn- 
ing  a  circunuranee  in  connexion  witli  it,  which  b 
yet  due  from  us,  luid  for  olTeriiig  wludi  explaiw- 
tion  the  pr»|»er  opjiortuiiily  h  now  atfordei).  In 
a  word,  it  relates  to  our  hero's  visit  to  old  Mike 
after  his  parley  witli  Simmonds,  or  rather  Quandlsh. 
With  feelings,  then,  of  exultation  and  good-hu- 
Riuurcd  ruillcry  did  Itenmore  relate  how  li«  had 
inaniiged  to  avert  llie  doom  thai  menaced  htm. 
But  exhthit  what  confidcucc  tte  would,  die  old 
mariner  little  piuticipatcd  in  his  good  spirits,  nod 
shook  his  head  incredulously  us  he  listened.  '*  But 
for  a  time !  but  for  a  lime !"  niuitercd  the  scepti- 
cal Mike.  "  I  have  known  a  cloud  hang  overhead 
at  sea  a  long  unK', — nay,  seeui  to  pasi  away  for  a 
while, — but  hurst  in  tempest  and  terror  at  last  V 
and  then  raising  his  voice,  ho  continued,  "  Would 
tliat  old  Mike  oonld  smile  with  you  at  hb  '  supers 
stiixius/  as  you  lu-e  pleased  to  call  llKm.  How  Hir 
tliey  may  be  so  or  not  will  he  proved,  perhaps,  too 
soon  r  anil  here  he  muttered  out  again  somv  words, 
which  were  those  of  an  old  Cumberland  ballad,  to 
tlie  following  effect,  as  far  as  diey  were  distiu* 
gubhabic  by  Kenmore's  ear — • 
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**  J  KHhing  bout  M  be  mnch  vcncd 

But  only  Uea  whu  ibxH  bttiile 
B;  whu  bM  bmt  bcfa*.* 

Sucb,  then,  wa^  die  result  of  our  bcro'it  nighl- 
visit  to  Mike's  celt ;  aiiil  if  die  ulJ  mjui  witncswxl 
his  confidence  with  icepticUni,  he  yet  wiuiesieii  it 
with  oomposMon  also.  But  happj,  indeed,  was 
the  greeting  which  took  place  between  Gertrude 
stul  our  hero  the  next  morning.  Nor  was  bo 
more  joyed  in  bving  ubiu  to  inibrm  bcr  ibat  tlicrc 
was  no  neceuiiy  for  bU  being  called  awujr  Troni  tlK 
spot  (us  we  renieinber  he  hod  suggested  to  her  u» 
an  excuse)  Uian  she  was  lo  bear  ttie  welcome  intel- 
ligence of  bis  Slay- 
But  to  return  now  to  Uie  cell,  as  the  ancient 
mariner  bad  now  brought  bis  narrative  to  a  c»n- 
clusion.  Ills  bearers  nmld  not  forbcnr  an  inquiry 
or  two  concerning  the  fates  uf  lltt:  in^it  adven- 
turer it  memoriAlixed. 

"  Su  you  took  Uim  home  to  bi>  porenti,  whom 
you  Kuy  be  suhK-ciitcnity  left?"  asked  Colefidd. 
"  And  what  have  beeii  hi*  fortunes  sbico  tlut 
period  ?  Where  lias  been  hta  home  ?  Wtio  bu 
supplied  die  place  of  a  parent  to  him  i" 

"  The  wide  world  lias  been  bis  home,"  replied 
Mike,  st^emnly ;  "and  Destuiy  his  |wreut  end  fiw- 
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"  Sublimely  snid,  Mike,"  wuvrcrccl  Goleikld  ; 
'*  but  I  Bhould  likv  to  hear  cxpUiinetl  u  liltlu  more 
particularly  whiit  tlic  course  of  h'xs  trnck  ihrougb 
lift;  (uis  booji.  A  wjiywiiril  one,  I  <foubt  not^ 
and  your  silence  wouiil  nugiir  fraught  with  pain, 
will)  fear,  with  peril." 

"  Perhaps  lionie  falal  doom  has  already  over* 
tskcn  it?"  cootiniied  Itoulhmore,  supplying  the 
condueioii  which  }»  thought  Mike's  countCDancc 
Keemvtl  to  nugur;  and  he  was  about  to  renew 
the  »uggR(tioii  vrben  the  old  mnn  involuntorilj' 
started  nt  thct  inquiry,  which  »eemed  to  try  his 
inmost  soul.  As  if  to  evade  any  further  (juextion- 
ing.  Itc  proceeded  hastily  to  the  entrance  of  the 
cave,  and  looking  upon  the  dim  waste  without,  he 
cried  to  his  visitors,  "  'I'be  lengthened  sluulowa 
of  the  crag  tell  me  the  westering  nun  u  fo&t  sinking 
over  the  slope  yonder,  ^'ou  will  be  late  away  for 
Keswick,  genii  emeu,— you  will  be  late  away ;  ami 
Mike  will  (so  please  you)  give  you  a  lifl  in  hii 
shallop  over  the  mecr." 

So  saying,  the  ancient  mariner,  apparently  U«- 
lermified  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  any  furllier  inquiry, 
■trode  forward  in  advance  of  tttetn,  leaving  tbetu 
i»o  alternative  but  to  fol!«)w.  'J'his  they  were  twt 
Borry  to  do,  when  Kotilhntore  recalled  to  bis  com- 
panion's mind  their  engagement  to  dine  witb  the 
Howbiggens. 
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We  hIuiII  indeed  be  EatP,"  lie  ndded ;  •'  and 
1  for  Mike,  it  is  in  vaia  to  waste  tiine  in  provokti^ 
him  wiih  '  TurttKr  question,'  for  he  app^an  obdo- 
nilc  in  his  refuMtl  to  communicate  anything  fur- 
ther;— so  let  ucfolbw." 

"  In  (ruih,  he  has  vround  our  curiosity  up  to  a 
high  pilch :  and  wheilicr  it  be  his  love  of  the  mj-s- 
lerimis  or  not,  I  have  little  doubt  lie  knows,  or 
[[pretends  to  know,  the  verification  of  nJl  that  his 
■tory  is  a  forewarning  of.  It  is  a  ungiihu-  lAJe,  and 
might  well  occupy  ihc  fancy  of  a  poet." 

So  saying,  Gole5cld  followed  his  friend  out  of 
the  cell,  when  tl>cy  espied  ilie  old  man  standing  at 
the  base  of  the  rude  natural  staircase  along  the 
clifT-ndc  nh^^uly  mvnit»n4.-d.  He  stood  looking 
mquiringly  fur  tlieir  approach,  as  if  Impatient  of 
llieir  delay,  Oa  seeing  they  were  advancing,  he 
proccedL-d  up  the  cliff',  on  the  top  of  which  all 
tliree  were  soon  making  tticir  way  towards  tlK 
meer,  which  was  glistening  in  the  cnmaon  glow  of 
sunset,  at  some  distance  below  the  hcigtits. 

"It  will  be  convenient  fur  us — "observed  Routh- 
morr,  by  way  of  breaking  the  Kilcncc  into  which 
be  observed  liix  companion  Ooldield  had  falleiii 
"  this  trauMt  acniss  the  lake  in  Mike's  sliallop. 
We  will  iuk  liiiti  to  land  us  at  the  nearest  point  to 
Uowbiggeii's  house.  It  b  not  for,  then,  fur  us  to 
proceed." 
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Bat  Oulefield  waa  rapt  UW  cutircly  in  the 
tltougfits  tiiat  occupied  him  to  be  »eiiKiblt-  of  bis 
friend's  obiter ralion. 

"  Ay,  I  suppose  "  (thought  RoaOitnore  to  bim- 
self)  "  be  is  abcady  putting  Mike's  talc  into  a  poeti- 
cal dress.  Singubir  as  it  is  in  itself,  it  wilt  win  fresh 
chjirmti  when  arranged  in  tbe  colours  of  sudi  ■ 
fancy." 

And  uow  tbcy  had  arrircd  at  tbe  neer-bank, 
and  Mike  proceeded  to  unchain  the  litUe  sballc^ 
which  he  bod  that  morning  moored  in  the  cove,  as 
already  describi-d. 

'■You  are  for  Kervrick,  gentlemen,  this  evening?" 
asked  ttve  old  man. 

*•  Yes,"  answered  Roudimora,  for  bimself  and 
his  companion ;  "  but  we  first  of  all  arc  going  to 
Mr.  llowhiggvn's,  un  tlie  opposite  side  of  tlic 
moor;  fo,  have  tlie  goodneis  to  laiid  us  near  iliat 
point ;  the  landing  point  nearer  die  Keswick  road 
is  further  twuth  than  Mr.  Ilowbiggen's,  unless  I 
mistake." 

'ilic  old  man  nodded  his  head  in  token  of  assent, 
antl  die  whole  U-Jo  being  now  scaled  in  tbe  sluillop, 
it  Hew  along  beneatli  the  impulse  of  &f  ike's  oars,  as 
if  they  had  been  wings  on  which  it  skimmed  the  ware. 
Like  the  wings,  too,  (the  golden  glittering  wings 
of  some  bird  of  fairy-land,)  did  ibocc  oars  appear 
as  tl>cy  glittered  in  that  rich  yellow  lustre  in  which 
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the  pure  flood  was  tinted.  Nor  was  it  long  before 
the  Bbadows  of  the  foliage  that  bordered  the  oppo- 
ute  shore  cast  a  grateful  coolness  over  the  huraiog 
waters ;  and  those  winged  oars  now  relaxing  their 
speed,  drooped  them  like  a  bird's  pinion  when  the 
spot  of  its  roost  is  found. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


"  He  slyly  laid  hands  on  Ihe  imporlanl  documeat,  and 
cteted  ii."— Scott. 


To  return  now  to  the  festive  party  at  Mr.  How- 
bigeen's.     We  remember  tliat  llit  fairer  portion  of 
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oxotpcrnting  those  gouty  s^mptofus  to  wbkb  this 
gcntU^iiun')  c(M)»titution  was  liable.  Accordingly, 
on  li'u  proceed iiifT  to  lii-lp  hini!iclf  to  ilic  dangerou* 
bcTernge,  nn  iiiterdi«i  wiu  Uul  upon  Lis  bo  doiug 
I)^  il>e  Doctor. 

"  What  ?  actually  helping  yourself  to  cinrct  ?  and 
in  my  presence)  too?"  exclaimed  the  merry  tlisciple 
of  ^^Esculapius,  with  a  look  of  ludicrous,  horror,  u 
bis  eye  glanced  from  llic  claret  to  bis  host's  viuge, 
which  was  Rcrcwt'cl  up  in  a  Ioo4(  lialf-apprehcusive 
as  to  wliiit  he  was  doing,  and  half-irritable  at  tlw 
interdict  imposed  on  him. 

"  Why,  I  tlHwglit  j'ou  of  ail  your  medical 
brethren,"  miilu-ml  out  Mr.  Ilowbiggcn,  "  ptcqiicd 

jomcir  on  k-lling  p*iip!c  Uuy  just  what  chiefly 
ratified  their  paints — eh  ?  umph  1  How  is  this  ? 
1  thought  one  of  tlw  maxiniti  of  ytmr  medical  codu 
was,  tliat  '  whatever  we  like  we  should  indulge  in, 
because  our  liking  it  is  a  ugn  it  ngri^es  with  us!" 

"  '  Keaaon  I  reason  t'  as  Falstair  says,"  replied 
Eadalle.  "  I  do  not  flinch  one  >ola  from  tlie  prin- 
ciple you  have  just  uttered ;  but  let  me  auk,  w)io  ever 
heard  of  claret  and  tlie  gout  agreeing  ?  Every  rule, 
however  good  as  a  general  principle,  lia^  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  its  mod  iflcations — its  exceplioDS.'' 

*'  Exceptions !  he,  he  P  giggled  out  Uowhiggen, 
dissstis6cdly,  while  be  still  hesitated  to  convey  the 
claret  to  bis  lips. 
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"Oh  I  pray  drink  it  bjr  all  means,"  contiiiuctl 
Eulaile,  in  a  tone  of  irony.  "  I  reoommefld  you, 
ami  you  will  6d<1  out  for  once  who  is  right  and 
who  U  wrong.  Claret,  indeed  !  why,"  he  continued, 
turning  to  Renmoru  and  Lawton,  "  I  should  hare 
our  excellent  host  turned  into  a  Tcry  vine- 
gar cruet  were  he  to  drink  snylliing  so  acid  as 
cUiret." 

A  smile  here  played  cm  Ute  faces  of  the  pcrsoRi 
appealcil  to,  in  acknowletlgment  of  this  sally  io 
illustration  of  Mr.  Uowbiggeii's  native  "  acidity" 
of  disposition  ;  while  the  cynic  now  retorted,  as  be 
(with  no  very  good  grace)  put  aside  the  claret  and 
lidped  himself  to  the  less  noxious  juice  of  the 
grajw  afforded  in  sherry. 

"  I'ah  I"  he  said ;  '*  the  acid  o(  the  cUrct  can  do 
me  not  half  so  much  harm  as  your  plaguing  niei 
as  you  often  do,  with  your  prctmdcd  philosophical 
tmaitcring  about  '  mind  and  botly  !'  Your  *  reci- 
procity" rubbi^i) — by  which  he  profesie*,"  added 
Howbiggen,  turning  to  lien  more  and  Law  ion, 
*'  that  be  can  cure  the  mind  by  curing  the  body; 
which,  no  doubt,  he  fancies  he  is  doing  now,  by 
telling  me  not  to  touch  claret ! — pah  t  poob  !  let 
him  give  roe  back  my  happier  twpes, — my  gbd 
feelings, — my  pride  of  mind, — my  jurt  expecta- 
tions,— my  ...  all  that  rendered  life  worth  living 
for, — the  mind  happy,  tti«  heart  Itetdihful, — t]ien  be 
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would  see  me  weU,  indeed  I — pooli,  pooh  • — It  can't 
be, — it  can't  be" 

**  Here,"  taid  EmUuIc,  dso  adtlrcssing  our  hero 
and  Lawion,  "is  the  endless  topic  vf  cmilcntioa 
l>etween  Mr.  Howbiggen  and  myself.  We  both 
declare  that  we  each  of  us  bc^n  at  the  wrong  end 
in  treating  my  frtcnd'it  disordinxii  linbil,  I,  nt  any 
rate,  pnK*ecd  reiuufuibly,  tluit  i>,  in  duing  nil  I  can 
for  tlie  mortal  cUy- tenement,  and  iw  fiir  as  ihc 
fouiidness  of  tbb  can  be  acbieved,  abo  stiviigtlien- 
ing  and  cxhilnraltng  die  mind,  as  a  consequence  on 
the  health  of  the  body.  He,  on  the  contrary,  usks 
for  impu»ibi lilies, — hv  u»ks  me  for  the  fectings  and 
hopes  of  yoiidi  i  l»e  might  ax  well  ask  to  be  scvcn- 
leen  again.  Now,  which  do  you  decide  of  the  two 
ought  to  bow  to  the  otl»CT  ?" 

Mr.  Lawton  looked  most  oracularly  profound, 
OB  if  cogitating  on  some  supreme  plan  that  would 
nlve  the  difficulty  at  onoe ;  but  while  tliis  Q)dipus 
was  thus  cogitating  and  sipping  claret,  our  hero 
replied  in  a  style  of  conciliation,  politic  no  less 
than  polite,  since  bodi  tlw  advenaries  were  equally 
pleased  by  it — '*  Why  really,  in  your  Imnils,  Dr. 
Btdaile,  I  have  tittle  iloubt  tliat  Mr.  Ilowbiggen 
has  evcr)-tluiig  done  for  him  that  the  nature  of  his 
case  will  admit  of " 

*'  Precisely  V  interposed  Esdaile. 

"Ay,  ay  I"  grumbled  Howbi^jeu,  "as  far  as 
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the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  perlmps ;  but  how 
far,  pruy,  is  tlmt? — ugh  I"] 

^-— "But,  I  woulilccrlninly  address  myself  also," 
continued  their  polite  arbitrator,  "  to  diverting  tfa« 
mind  (us  indeed  is  the  case  in  the  present  instance) 
by  such  nttriictioiix  as  novelty,  scenes  uf  splendour, 
benuly,  and  exdtement  convey.  'Iliu  iiwuking 
new  trains  of  iliought,  new  imptiUies  of  feeling, 
new  associations, — these  are  ilie  best  spiritual  medi- 
cines we  can  prescribe.  Now,  all  iliis  appears  to 
be  done,  in  Mr.  llowbiggen's  having  repaired  to 
tim  realm  of 'tor-lteighis'  and  'tarus,'  where  all 
b  beautiful  as  it  is  new," 

"  Vastly  well !  va&ity  well  said  I"  observed  Mr. 
Lawton.  "  Cleverly  put !  Colonel  Kenmoro  has 
aliewn,  satisfactorily  enough,  that  you  have  both 
puruie<l  a  course  good  in  iu  way,  and  requisite 
withal,  though  I  slwuld  be  inclined  to  add  that  • 
little  more  active  occupation  would  be  of  service. 
I  would  recommend  some  mental  exercise  beyond 
tlwt  ttvcn  of  iho  pleusurnhic  excitement  derived 
{mm  all  tlte  smirces  llmt  Colonel  Reiimore  men- 
tions so  justly, — iihem  1  1  would  wcnn  the  mind 
by  a  ctiallenge  a  little  more  coercive  Umn  tlw  mere 
luxuriation  (if  I  may  use  the  word)  of  pleasurable 
association.  1  shoidd — ahem  I — suggest  a  Uulfi 
scientific  or  experimental " 

.  .  .  **  Oh,  good  heavens '  you  would  fmd  me 
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*ao  impatient,'  1  take  it,  initead  of  a  'patient,'  at 
ihnt  rate!"  lui»tily  inierposci!  Ilowbi^cn,  as  he 
added,  with  his  usual  (^rowl,  "  I  sec  plainly  what 
you  arc  voiniiig  to,— you  are  pruccvding  to  place 
me  oil  your  own  hobby  of  '  cxperimvntnliting.' 
No,  no;  it  is  eivough  to  be  the  viclitn  of  Esdoile's 
quackery,  without  yours,  my  worthy  friend  !" 

"Quackery, my  dear  SirT'  rqilicd  Mr.  Lawton, 
with  a  native  dignity  tltal  shewed  be  was  superior 
u>  tlie  elfect  of  all  such  taunu.  "  ^VIlllt  Dr. 
Esdaile's  nostrums  nwy  be,  (ha,  ha  !)  I  really  can* 
not  tay  I" — and  here  he  looked  round  at  our  hero 
with  a  consciousness  that  be  w«s  saying  "a  good 
thing,'*  OS  Ih*  laughed  at  bis  own  aeumen, — "but  I 
am  proud,  1  must  soy,  of  the  '  quackery'  by  which 
I  have  managed  (I  flatter  myself)  (o  render  a  di»- 
trict,  nt  one  time  a  mere  wildemca,  productive 
of " 

..."  Potatoes,  instead  ofpeat,  which  was  much 
more  m  cliaractcr  with  it  T'  iiilerposed  fJiUule, 
adopting  tile  ponijwua  style  of  delivery  of  tlw 
Blacklarn  philotiiptH^.  "  Mighty  triumph  of  en- 
terprise and  capital  to  be  sure !  but  if  my  worthy 
patient  here  a  to  divert  hb  attention  and  adiieve 
alacrity  of  spiriu  by  improring  owny  nil  the 
beauties  of  the  place,  itkc  yourself,  I  would  rutltcr 
tee  him  cplcen-caten  as  he  is  T 

"  Ugfa  I — much  obliged  1  much  obliged  I"  said 
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Howbiggen.  "  Arcaila  ambo!*  he  growled  to  Uen- 
morC)  just  loud  enough  to  be  heard.  "  Blod;hcads 
both  I" 

Eodailc's  raillery,  mnuitimc,  being  culled  avrey 
from  his  host  to  the  Bincktim  orncle,  th«  rvackr 
will  be  nmtised  by  having  a  sanipl«  of  this  geniu^s 
experiments.  Dr.  E»daile  accordingly  proceeded, 
as  a  smile  played  on  bis  lip  indicaiive  of  the  spirit 
of  banter  in  which  he  spoke. 

"  By-ihe-bye,  Mr.  Lawton,  how  did  the  '  new 
laod'dralning  process  answer  i"" 

*'  Oh,  the  under-ground  meadow  .draining  ailiitT) 
you  mean  1 — ah  I — yes . . .  why,  unfortunately,  there 
was  0  slight  oversight " 

..."  Oversight !  what,  under  your  superintend- 
ence?— bless  me!"  exclaimed  the  Doctor,  in  a 
ieigned  ecstasy  of  ludicrous  wonder. 

"Why,  yes;  the  most  shrewd  and  sagacious 
may  be  deceived  »oraetimes.  And  to  it  luippencd 
tn  tlte  pretentinslance;  for,  unfortunately,  in  lead- 
ing our  cut,  or  drain,  through  the  farm-yard,  we  had 
not  !«curod  tlic  bed  of  it  sufficiently.— consequently 
(edietn !)  then;  was  wliat  is  ad  led  a  'srtUcmentt' 
(a  settlement,  tliat  is,  of  the  water,) — so  the  founda- 
tion (ahem  !)  gave  way,  the  brick-work  fell  in  . . ." 

..."  And  the  water,  fell  out,  eh?  and  set  all 
the  cluckens,  hens,  and  turkeys,  cackling  and  float- 
ing in  the  flood — was  that  It  ?"  asked  the  Doctor, 
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giving  "tmy  at  lengtb  to  the  bum  of  cacbinnntkm 
which  followed  on  the  "  experiinentalist's''  melan- 
choly reply  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

Thus  uniulviscd,  in  fact)  was  too  often  (he  cha- 
ractcr  of  Mr.  Lnwion's  experiments.  It  wns  fortu- 
nate, liowcver,  for  his  self-love  ami  oonfick'nct',  that 
he  always  (as  has  been  already  HinniMed}  had  an 
excuse  ready;  and  the  ** wrong •eaMn,"  or  "un- 
foreseen accident,"  or  some  other  such  saving  clause 
to  the  preamble  of  blunder,  came  in  Ibr  hia  suc- 
cour. In  fact,  Mr.  Lawtoo,  though  a  reiy  worthy 
man,  wns,  m  at  present  ri^rdctl,  but  a  xpccimcn  of 
tliat  cIbmi  titat  innovate  fur  innovation's  sake,  with* 
out  any  niaturetl  or  expedient  plan ;  and  whoM 
•df-love  never  permiu  iliem  to  imagine  iliey  con 
have  been  wrong,  or  to  reap  any  salutary  warning 
from  post  failure.  A  very  numerous  class,  by-tbe- 
bye,  in  the  present  ag<?  of  projectors. 

"  And  how  did  tlic  pbcwuints  thrive  in  the  new 
prcsprrc?"  inquired  Kcdaile,  again  anticipating  an 
answer  about  as  decisive  of  hi*  friend's  "sagacity," 
St  the  funn4!r  one. 

"  Why,  unfortunately,  it  was  not  discovered  till 
too  late  iluit  there  were  fox-corths  in  the  very  same 
covers,  and-        " 

"  They  madcadinncr  of  the  young  pbeoMiits 

the  very  &rst  day  they  were  put  into  Uie  cover, 
eh  ?— was  that  it  ?" 
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"  Why,  upon  my  word,  I  fear,"  said  tlie  pbilo* 
Eoph«r,  hesitating,  *'  I  muHt  confess  (hat  .  .  ,  U 
did  so  happen ;  but  then,  who  could  possihl;r  fore* 
see  such  a  contingency  ?"  he  added,  appealing  to 
his  host,  whose  most  chnrJtnblc  reply  wa&,  however, 
only  a  barbarous  kind  of  satiric  giggle  or  snort; 
while  Itcnmorc  obfLTved,  wiih  »  more  compat- 
sionutc  reeling  and  «  genilcr  forbearuncc'^ 

"  'Why,  fuilure  i»  th«  dinnce  wc  ran  in  all  enters 
pruv;  and  laudable  indeed  are  those,  and  pub- 
lic-spiiited  int>,  who,  nolhing  cUunted  by  lliv  nppre- 
bensiotut  of  jioasible  failure,  eiiitrr  upon  a  cuiirse  of 
experiment  by  which  it  oflen  liappens  llint  their 
country — the  objects  of  science — the  aiuse  of  civi- 
Itxation — and  mankind,  arc  bencfite<l." 

"  True,  true ! — admirably  said  I  It  ■'equirvs,  let 
me  tell  you,  I>octor,  no  Uttic  spirit  to  enter  on  the 
field  of  improvement  V  exclaimed  ilic  Blackiarn 
philosopher,  ratty  ingaltliis  "word  of  comfort,  "and 
emboldened  by  which,  he  now  in  turn  allackod  the 
merry  bantcrer  KnUile  [  tm  Rubject  of  boasting, 
however,  being  more  interesting  as  regards  what  it 
led  to,  than  in  itself. 

..."  But  coroe.  Doctor,"  he  continued,  "you 
ihall  not  say  that  1  am  equally  untiirtunate  in 
everything:  for  the  newly  constructed  lock^f 
which  I  shewed  you  tlic  model — has  entirely  an- 
swers) all  expecutions.      Ko  thief  in  England  can 
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pick  it.  .  .  -  My  own  tnvTOtion, — every  wnrtl  m  it. 
Colonel  Renoiof«  ( — h  ciirlmily  in  its  way,  I  chal- 
lenge a  whole  nrmy  of  locksmiths  lo  make  sacb  an 
one,  without  having  the  secret  previously  from 
me!" 

"  Indeed  1  it  must  he  a  most  «urpriting  and  also 
voltuiblc  invention,"  oi>servcil  Ueiiniorc. 

<' /nviiluable  say  1"  coiuiiiued  the  sage  inventor; 

**  I  d«fy  even  tJiat  prince  of  forgers,  HatiieUI  him- 

sdf,  to  moke  a  'fiio&iiDile'  of  it,  even  should  I 

H   ^ew  it  himl     And  he  con  forge  ulmost  uinthing, 

^^^fcey  sny.  .  .  .  Clever  fellow  thai,  hut  ii  icrrihle 

^HtKal  no  douhL" 

H  "  H«  must  indeed  he  a  clever  fellow,"  repltcil 
ll«iimore,  smiling,  "  if  it  i:>  true  thai  he  has  per- 
^  formed  such  feais  of  dexterity  its  b  reported." 
^^^  "  Itcporied  I  my  good  Colonel ;  why  every  one 
^^H^  be  is  the  cleverest  rogue,  ay,  as  well  ns  llic 
nest  pidite  one,  ever  witni'sscd  in  lla-  annids  of 
swindling  I  Me  ii>  n  man  tliat,  if  he  knew  you, 
would  not  let  you  escape  without  forging  your 
handwriting  sooner  or  later,  iind  drawing  on  you 
for  500/.,  or  wimc  Mich  (rifl«  1  OIi,  a  drcudfiilly 
clever  fellow  I — iltouj^h  I  dcly  him  to  forge  mi/ 
handwriting  for  all  that  I" 

••  Well,  that  is  singular !"  observed  Rcnmore, 
smiling,  while  Dr.  Eodade  cried — 

No !  I  defy'  any  one,  even  Ilatfidd  himsciri 
vou  II.  c 
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to  (brge  our  cxc«llciit  friend  Mr.  Ijtwton's  Imnd. 
Pray."  he  conlinunl  to  llw  Sqiiircof  BlacliUim,  who 
good-humou redly  licurd  tliv  lulloning  rtriciure  on 
hie  hand  of  writ;  "  pmv,  tiike  tnil  n  card,  tfrau  ba[H 
pen  to  have  one  ubout  y<w,  nnd  produce  it  pro  bom 
puMica.  And  u  Mr.  ).Awton  ncoordinnly  seceded 
to  thiit  request,  tli«  little  Doctor  [>roccedc«I,  holding 
up  the  card — "There  is  n  liit^roglyphicl  A  spi- 
der's le^  dipped  in  an  ink>Mitnd,  «nd  crawling  on 
a  slwet  of  paper  would  form  niAftcs  (you  ccin't  say 
letUrr)  as  legible  !" 

'ITie  "  hieroglyphic''  card  extracted  s  smile  fron 
even  old  Ilowbiggen,  who  said,  gruffly — "  If  Hat- 
fi«hl  could  forge  tlmt  writing,  he  coutd  forge  the 
old  ^nd  tablets  of  the  Persian  Magi  ]" 

"Ay;  make  the  RoAetta  Stone  and  the  Irish 
Bobiloth  alplinbet  plain  reading  to  a  running  nmn  V 
ndded  Estlaile. 

*'  I  think,"  ohservcd  Mr.  Lawton,  with  an  air  ■ 
pompous  triumph,  nt  if  iherr  was  something  to  h 
very  proud  of  in   his  atrocious  *'  hand  of  writ,*! 
'■he  would  find  it  rather  a  difBcult  experiment.'' 

"  An  awkward  oi>e,  ceriniiilv,"  »nid  Ur.  Esdadc 

"  Iiidcetl,"  iiliservetl  Itenmore,  nppi-nring  to  tali 
but  a  ciirxor^'  glance  at  the  *'  hicroglvphtc"  in 
quoiioii,  but  at  the  same  time  ohwrving  it  acutely 
and  narrowly — **  Indeed,  I  slmuld  tliink  it  some- 
what embarrassing  to  copy  it ;  still,  I  would  hardly 
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cfusc  laving  n  wagvr  lluit  this  famous  IlaUkldyou 
speak  of  would  Ibrgv  lU" 

"  Done  for  a  humlrctl !"  cried  t ^vrtoii.  "  I 
should  not  miad  witnessing  the  expcrimviit;  liut 
how  are  wc  to  prove  tlie  circumstaitcc  ?" 

"Ob,  it  is  inipoissiblc,''  said  Renmore,  smiting. 
"  tlowever,  an  opportunity  m«.v  occur." 

*'  Ay,  oy  i  yon  tncun  ihnt  lie  is  hkcly  to  be  ap- 
prehentled  wXHier  or  InXufy  aiid  then  wc  may  cha»c« 
to  obtain  n  nunple  of  lii»  skill,  on  iiii  application 
being  made  to  lilin  for  thai  purjioM^  I  dritibt  not ; 
and  ibuc  the  wager  may  be  i^veDiually  decided." 

"  I  dai«  say,  in  some  such  way," , .  .  Renmore 
was  proceeding  to  reply,  wticn  hu  wurtb  were  in- 
terrupteil  by  tlie  entrance  here  of  tlie  returned 
truants,  Me«r«.  Goiefield  and  Ilouihraore,  in  the 
former  of  which  be  recognised  tlie  "geolc^cal 
speculator"  he  bad  beretolbrc  met,  as  desci'ibed  in 
an  eorher  stage  of  our  story.  Xor  did  be  forget 
the  psychological  vagary,  or  poem,  Golefield  bad 
promised  to  shew  him,  illnstratiTe  of  tltose  geolo- 
gical fancies  which  on  tluit  occitsion  liic  "  dreamy 
philosopher"  propounded ;  hut  nn  opportunity  was 
not  at  the  present  moment  afforded  bim  of  speak- 
ing about  titc  *'sRid  p»ycliology,"  so  he  and  iba 
bard  (»u)d  merely  bow  lu  each  other  in  llie  gret-t- 
^  ing  of  recogiiiiion.  t^ntationa  alao  sltowered  on 
H     the  two  "  genii"  from  all  ((uariei's. 
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"  Why,  hail !  all  hail !  the  '  genii  of  the  bke  1'" 
exclaimed  the  tneny  Doctor,  as  lie  rose  st>d  assisted 
in  placing  a  chair  for  thcdistinguishcd  persons  thai 
had  now  joined  the  circle. 

*■  Why,  gcnllemfii,  you  nrc  lat*-,"  nid  ibcir 
h(wt :  "  find  hungry  you  mtwt  be  too." 

While  he  spotie,  he  rang  the  bell,  ami  ordtwd  n 
second  edition  oTdinner  fur  his  two  belated  gue«t)i, 
which  wasxpecililyplaced  before  them,  vrbitcilie  con- 
versation continued ;  though,  before  wc  resume  Ei, 
we  ought  to  notice  tliat,  in  the  momentary  confuniun 
occasioned  by  the  general  rise  from  the  tflhie  and 
placing  chairs  for  the  returned  guests,  Mr.  Lawion 
let  the  card,  which  had  a  moment  before  beeit  the 
leading  topic  of  interest,  drop  frcnn  his  hnml  on  tlM 
chair  of  his  next  neighbour,  who  was  our  ticro.  For 
reasons  best  known  (o  himself,  Rcnmore  let  the 
dwly  nhicb  was  in  his  hand  fall  upon  i^  and 
quietly  transferred  it,  on  perceived,  to  his  waKtooU 
pocket.  PirHinps,  on  uccotnit  of  its  curiosity,  be 
wished  to  secure  this  specimen  of  Mr.  Lnwlon'i 
autograph ;  for  the  note  of  invitation  (o  BIncklam, 
whtcli  wc  have  Iterctoibre  witneued  him  n»  Imving 
received,  was  in  Miss  Lawton's  handwriting,  so  lltat 
li«  now  saw  her  fiither's  for  the  first  time. 

Ilarmg  thus  recorded  this  perhaps  not  itninipor- 
tBiii  piece  of  "  by-play"  in  ihc  drsma,  we  will  pro- 
ceed with  the  leading  dialogue  in  it,  froin  which 
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we   were  ihns    moniciitaril^   crnistrninn)  to   Hep 
aside. 

"  \Vc  began  to  Imvc  our  qualms  oonceraing 
you — ycHir  IkwIcm  and  I,"  resumed  Ilowbigi^. 
**  We  l(uici«d  woie  dire  ncck1«nt  must  have 
bcrnllffi  you,  eh  T  continued  Howbiggen.  "  No 
bone*  broken,  I  hope  ? — nil  wife  uml  *ound?  No 
uwkvard  tail  down  a  clifT-siJe,  whUe  (lie  wits  witc 
trnn<Wing  in  anollier  direction,  umpli  y— tw  *  kiie> 
flyiiig' of  this  kind,  di?" 

Tbese  characteristic  ititerro^tories  on  the  pan 
of  iht;ir  host  elicited  »  uaWc  from  the  persons  to 
wboni  they  were  addressed,  OS  KouUimorc  replied — 

"  Accidents  I  say  you.  Ay,  accidenta,  and 
•  moving  accidents  of  Hood  nnd  field,'  too,  hare 
befallen  us !" 

"  Wlwl?  an  encounter  wiUi  witclKS  on  tlie  heath? 
glamours,  warlocks — for  the  country  supplicstliem'r* 
observed  flulaile ;  "  for  since  you  have  hod  no 
physioil  accident,  I  suppose  some  moral  accident 
of  this  kind  must  have  befalleD  you." 

"  MHiy,  really  something  of  the  kind  has  befullen 
US,"  observed  GoU'ficld.  '*  \\*o  have  been,  in  a 
«-onl,  held  spell-bound  under  the  waitd  of  an  en- 
cliontcr;  and  iK'uce  our  delay." 

"  ha  CDclianter  V  n\kvA  LAwton;  "  wha  cvui  he 
her 

"  Ay,  pray  *ny  t"  iiilerpooecl  llw  fucetious  Doc- 
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tor ;  "  for  I  perceive  Mr.  Lnwton  is  a  titlle  jeitlou* 
of  some  suRpevtod  rivul,  seeing  tie  is  so  great  a  con- 
juror himself  r 

And  here  a  cdorii*  of  cacliinnnuon  followed  up 
the  sally  of  the  Doclor,  while  Ootefield  nn&wered — 

'■  N'ay>  conjuror  ib  our  friend  Ihtr.  I^awton  may 
be,  yd  I  can't  help  thinking  we  have  fullcn  in  with 
on«  to  whom  he  inuxt  yield.  In  a  wonl,  after  see- 
ing Mr.  Fenton  for  some  little  distance  on  bis  way 
to  Lorlon,  we  rambled  on,  '  losing  ourselves'  in 
lovely  lanes,  that  not  less  also  *losi  themselves' 
in  woods  and  wilds,  whitlicr  they  led,  till  nt  last  we 
found  ourselves  on  tliat  stronge  bed  of  stone  bcneatli 
the  clifTM  to  tlte  north." 

"  Ay,  where  I  think  I  Iiad  the  pteastirc  of  first 
meeting  you,  some  little  time  ago  f  observed  Ren- 
nwre. 

"  Indeed,  so  it  was,"  replied  Gotefiehl,  as  be 
proceeded  ..."  Well,  this  v.-as  tlie  haunt  which 
was  t))e  '  whereabout' of  our  magician,  on  nhom 
we  soon  stumbled;  and  ihal  magician  or  wizard 
vns  the  'ancient  mnriucr' — Mike* 

The  coliiitr  transitorily  parsed  from  Itcnmorc's 
d>R;k  »a  ilie  naini;  vnui  mentioned.  CcTlstn  re- 
cnlleclion»  of  l)i«  not  over<agrceiib)e  destinies  tlie 
strange  •uperctitioiw  old  man  declared  hung  over 
his  hmd,  might  have  occasioned  ihiit  momentary 
uncnsinvss;  however,  it  paa&cd  olT,  while,  with  an 
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air  of  wcll-diiiMinlilnl  surprise,  and  feigni-d  inquiry, 
be  asked — 

"  I  have  understood  the  person  you  menuun  is 
&  singulur  character,  and  iniUucd  with  a  Uiumugh 
conviction  of  ibe  infaUiUilicy  uf  hi«  doctrines  of 
Fataltun.  And  pray,  what  was  the  *  rile,'  might 
I  ask,  by  wliicJi  he  held  you  spctl-bounil  thus  long 
in  tlte  magic  ring  wliicb  he  descrilied  around  yua  i"* 

"  Oh,  a  singular  story,  which  it  would  rvolly  in- 
terest you  to  hear,"  replied  Golefield,  "  about  a 
child  that  (he  will  liavcit)hor«  a'cbarnwdtife" 

"  What,  Ma/ story  ?"  hastily  observed  Renmorv, 
M  he  tnTolunuirily  started. 

"  Yes;  p«rhap«  you  have  heard  it?'* 

"  No,  DO ! — at  least,  not  the  one  you  speak  of; 
but  one  of  a  siuiilar  character." 

"  \V«n  1"  interposed  Lawton;  "and  what  of  the 
chiid? — la  us  hear.  I  like  mightily  thc«  odd 
talcs ;  nnd  don 'I  know  whether  1  shidl  nut  mtiuI  for 
the  old  wiuux]  (as  tbcy  call  hini)  to  BUcktam,  to 
sec  how  fnr  he  eclipses  mci— ch.  Dr.  Ewlaile  ?— h»u- 
jurwr  though  you  pronounce  mc  I" 

So  saying,  the  guod>humourcd  squire  looked  at 
bis  bantering  friend  and  smiled:  while  Golefield 
replied.^ 

"  Oh  !  it  is  a  long  story,  ]  can  uMiire  you ;  and 
you  had  far  bcllt-r  apply  to  the  olit  mariner  him- 
self to  recite  it ;  for  none  but  himself  can  do  it 
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jostKC.  Yoti  otiglii,  imlvctl,  tu  hear  liim,  ColoacI 
Rcninore.  He  is  a  perfect  ciiarucicr,  niid  one  of 
iKe  '  curiosities'  of  tliis  spot.  As  for  tliu  story 
about  the  child,"  t»e  oontinueil,  turning  to  Lavrton, 
"be  tnkes  it  through  a  ' sea'  (hterally)  of adven* 
tare;  in  all  which  (leril  ii  is  »aveil  for  some  future 
dootn,  that  tlie  nnrrator  hints  is  in  fearful  Muitin^ 
tor  it,  according  to  the  (kcree  of  its  Uestinies- 
What  remark  iliink  you  I  made,  when  I  asked 
him  what  had  beoomc  of  this  '  charmed  liabe  ?".  . . 

"  Nay ;  "»c  arc  not  such  conjurors  as  to  be  able 
to  tell,"  replied  Esdaile. 

"MHiy,  I  said,  now,  if  Ilatficld  had  been  this 
'  imp  of  destiny* — this  charmed  infant, — why  then, 
I  could  have  [^accd  a  greater  degree  of  reliance  on 
the  authenticity  of  so  singular  and  strange  a  tui^ 
nitive.     What  say  you.  Colonel  Renmore?" 

*' Yesj  trite,  true! — assuredly!  And  what  reply 
did  he  make  ?" 

"  Why,  I  declare  he  almost  made  me  believe  thai 
Ilatficit)  iTRK  the  being  his  talc  had  in  contempin- 
lion,  for  Iw  answered  only  by  evasions,  and  at 
length  was  perfectly  silent!" 

"  Indeed  !  well,  that  is  singular,"  observed  Ren- 
more, disgut<iing  his  fvclings,  wbnicvor  tlwy  might 
have  been,  by  the  smile  which,  however  well  he  was 
able  generally  to  assume,  for  some  reason  or  other 
be  found  it  difficult  to  call  up  at  the  present  moment. 
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'  I  rnosl  (war  him,  ind«ed,"  Iw  excUimcd.  "  A 
nngular  circumstance." 

Btit  he  wns  relieved  here  of  any  secret  einbar> 
rassRtcnt  of  which  lie  might  be  conscious^  by  the 
outtion  of  their  host  to  luljouni  to  tlw  tlrnwing- 
room  "  and  join  tlic  Imhcs." 

"Yesi;  and  tite  miwic,  t(K>,  whidi  I  henr,  chtil- 
kngcs  us  to  meet  its  summons,"  added  EaUotlet 
witli  true  epicurean  zeit. 

Accordingly,  cver^-lxKly  rose  (ram  bii  eent,  happy 
to  Bccvdv  to  \tr.  tIowhig<^eii's  praposal,  and  pro- 
ceeded nt  once  towards  Uic  dmwing-room. 

**  Charmingly  the  melodist  plays,"  obserred 
Renmore  to  Mr.  Lawum,  "  whoever  she  is  !" 

"  Ah  I  that  is  my  daughter, — that  is  Laura,  I 
fancy." 

"  Nay,  dHm."  replied  Itenmorc,  in  his  accus- 
tomed style  of  gnllaniry.  "  let  us  lose  no  linw  iti 
approaching  the  sphere  of  so  much  hnrmuny. 
Here  i»  indeed  nn  cncluvnircss  it  is  agreeable  to 
approach,  and  whoae  spelts  I  would  ghully  mMI  in 
preference  to  ilioae  of  fifty  *iich  magieiniu  na  olil 
Mike,  of  whom  we  were  just  now  talking." 

■•  On  my  word.  Colonel,  you  are  too  good. 
You  speak  too  kindly  of  my  poor  girl,"  exclaimiMl 
the  honest  lord  of  Blncktam,  in  innocent  exulta- 
tion at  the  homnge  oQ'ered  his  dntightt-r'v  nccjuireo 
ments :  while  OoIvfivU),  who  overheard  this  remark 
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of  our  hero's  gallantry,  observed  to  him—"  Ay, 
Colonel,  but  who  knows? — these  harmonious  spells 
we  are  about  to  feel  the  effect  of,  may,  after  all,  be 
more  dangerous  and  dilEcult  to  escape  from  than 
the  more  solemn  ones  of  even  old  Mike." 

Renmore  smiled  in  acquiescence ;  while  he 
thought  to  himself — "Are  they  so?"  as  he  asked 
the  question  of  his  heart.  What  its  reply  might 
be  we  think  we  could  interpret,  when  we  remember 
the  affections  that  swayed  it  in  another  quarter. 
But  really  the  human  heart  is  such  a  riddle  that  we 
must  "bide" awhile  before  we  can  fully  pronounce 
on  the  subject.     Suffice  it,  at  present,  to  say,  that 
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CHAPTER   III. 


"  mi  lh«  dituing  will,  mapt,  tnn>riu*d, 
Ibio  iha  uigtiir  Tuwo  patsiiig — there, 
A*  in  Iwr  naliml  (arm,  twell'd  tm  Io  tmv'D  I** 

COLBaiDOS. 


The  hissings  ofn  poruntou!.  urn,  about  tlie  ms« 
of  ■  cenotaph,  (the  *'  fashion  of  the  ilay,")  blent 
ihcir  niummre  witi)  t\ui  tiDrnuiiiie*  of  I^ura  Law- 
ton's  prrfomiiuice  on  the  pijino-lurt«^  HeTure  the 
uni  WHS  watMl,  in  nil  due  dignity,  tiie  fuir  Im»Uw>. 
ML-kS  Huwbi^vii,  doing  i)ic  Itonours  of  the  evening 
teo'table,  in  a  style  that  would  liave  drawn  forth  nn 
episode  from  the  author  of  the  "Task'*  and  the 
"Sofa,"  whose  hiniid  am)  domestic  inuiic  first  tm- 
mortjdizcd  '■  ihiiciips  tltnt  cliccr,  but  not  inebriate. " 

"  So  yoii  hsTc  found  your  wiiy  hock  to  us  at  luiit, 
gentlemen  ?"  siud  Mt*»  Tlowbiggcn,  ■»  Oolvfirld 
and  RotitUniora  a|:^nMchcil  lo  apologize  to  tbiir 
hostess  for  thi;ir  niiiMuul  laten«M.  While  they 
w«re  Mated  near  lier,  ninuoing  tier  wilh  tli*jr  ml- 
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ventures,  ami  gratifying  iter  ir«ry  '*  ailic"  propensity 
for  bearing  anylliing  in  ti)e)JiH[>e  uf  "  inti^liKence," 
— (or,  as  Mr.  HowUtggen  Icxx  ccrcmofiiouKly  temiw) 
it,  "gossip,")— our  hero  advunocd  to  tlic  piaii(>< 
forte,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Lawton. 

Dr.  Esdaile,  inennlime,  aiKl  iiis  iHst  look  up 
tl>c  cwlgcls  of  argument  again  between  each 
Olber,  iM  was  o&ual  when  thijy  met,  niib  bttle 
chfuicu  of  cttltcr  of  tliem  convtacing  ibv  otber ;  ibo 
Victor,  bowcvur,  occusionFiliy  brcnkinjj;  cHT  from  the 
'defence  of  bi»  *'  nystem,"  or  emit  de  mnt^,  to  look 
round  towanU  llie  piano  and  njnculutv  bin  praises 
of  Miss  Lnwton's  perfornmnce.  When  we  my 
MiKS  Lawton's  performance,  we  oiigbi  to  Add  thu 
it  was  now  ni<t«l  by  our  bero,  wlio  iivc(iin|Kinicil 
her  witb  bin  voice,  and  not  only  "  inude  hinucir 
useful"  in  turning  over  ilie  knves  of  ber  mutic- 
book,  but  yet  more,  after  first  of  all  acconipaiiytiig 
^ber  in  a  "M>to"  piece,  lie  sang  n  duel  wiib  ber. 

Hie  portentous  approbation  of  Ktr.  Lawtoa 
,  greeted  ibc  first  performance  with  a  "  bravo,"  and 
the  second  niib  a  "  bravo  bravis^mo ;"  and  dm  » 
little  pleased  was  ibe  wortby  Blacktarn  squire  to  find 
that  his  daiiglilcr's  accomplisbmcnts  had  at  length 
found  wicne  one  who  so  eminently  aided  In  their 
due  cxbibilion.  And  really  he  might  well  congrulu- 
laie  himself  on  this  circumstance,  for  (if  we  except 
the  instancie  of  Eednilc  aiK]  tl»o  **  Genii")  anything 
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like  htnnony  wus  lo«t  un  tbe  Howbiggen  party ; 
for  lim  Howb^gen  did  "  iioi  play,"  uul  Mr. 
Howbiggen  had  **  no  ear  wtuut^er"  for  intinc. 
Nayi  he  was  so  atrodously  disquolifiMl  i»  hislaalw, 
and  »o  iiueiKible  to  (he  diarm  af  music,  that*  like 
Doctor  Johnson,  be  dcvot  beard  a  piece  of  '*  diffi- 
cult" execution,  without  from  his  m>uI  wishing  it 
were  "  impotsiblf,"  as  the  hiippicst  climnx  lo  its 
pcrple^titf. 

It  may  hv  inn^ined  that  ih«  ncqunintJincu  which 
had  improved  >o  well  during  Uie  conrerwiion  be- 
tween our  hero  and  tl>e  beircts  of  filackiani  during 
dinner,  was  not  a  lilde  strengthened  by  this  link 
of  harmony  by  which  diey  were  now  held  to- 
gether, like  two  bcatis  strung  on  one  thread.  Mr. 
Luwton,  wIm>  "  doted"  on  his  daughter,  (to  UMt 
Mi»  Huwbiggen'n  exprcwion,)  and  nun  no  Ic 
proud  nluo  of  her  ucqnirerueiits,  wa«  tacitly  in  raj}-' 
lures  at  the  Uwughi  iliat  his  daughter's  lalfni  would 
no  longer  be  buried  and  lost  for  want  of  the  pre- 
sence of  any  one  capable  of  appreciating  it,  and 
drawing  it  ouL  For  xincc  Hlacktarn  was  a  very 
out-of-lhv-wuy  piacct  ""d  ■■>  euiutequuni-r  of  flood* 
frocn  the  hilUi  at  times  also  inaccewtiblet  ihe  society 
of  tlie  Lawioo*,  together  with  the  op]>orlunitic» 
for  it,  was  very  liniitnl.  It  ts  true  llmi  ilit;  "  (ii^nii 
of  die  Lake"  occasionally  wandered  up  to  see  dicm, 
but  (heir  visits  were  hke  iliose  of  angcU,  "  few  and 
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Ear  between ;"  and  consequentlr,  though  they  had 
both  taste  and  fueling  to  appreciate  any  acquire- 
ments the  fair  "  heiress"  might  display,  yet  the 
occflsions  when  slic  wus  culled  on  to  exhibit  tltcm 
were  ncoeasarily  rery  Kcxrce  aiid  limited.  Mr. 
Lnwtuni  therefore,  wiilt  a  "  provitlence"  on  which 
he  piqued  Iiimtelf,  wat  deiermincil,  now  h«  had 
caught  ihiK  "  ram  arit"  of  it  Colonel,— 4til  nccom- 
pliihed,  polistMK),  and  unliable  as  he  wax, — tr>  make 
lite  most  of  him,  and  invite  him  to  Itlaektam  for 
n  short  period.  Possibly  iIm;  Uiought  iiiij(ht  come 
•cross  him,  that  an  acquaintance  begun  lo  agree- 
ably— ^muturudm  luippily — might  end  in  a  yet  mora 
**  interesting'*  bond  than  that  of  mere  ocquunl- 
ance.  The  Colonel  was  of  noble  family,  of  fair 
posKttions  (no  douhl)  in  the  county  of  Caithness, — 
{for  so  Mr,  Lawton  had  learned  of  Miss  How- 
biggent} — who  know«,  then,  thought  ]k,  but  thai 
tbequariei-sof  the  "  Hon.  Colonel  Kenmorv,  M.P., 
of  Ctan-renmore,  county  Cattbnest,"  might  even- 
tually l>e  dxeil  in  ttie  domain'  that  recognised  iho 
fair  fieirc^a  of  BIncktarn  as  its  mislrest?  .  .  . 
Congenial  tastes,  fortune  on  both  siiles,  good  caa- 
ncxton,  tt  tttera  H  ettera  t 

Ait  these  con»idcralions,  we  say,  thronged  in 
rapid  succession  on  tlie  mind  of  tlic  "  provident" 
fatlicr;  ami  the  evening  Imring  now  been  brought 
(l)us  liarmoniously  to  its  tcrininaiioa,  and  our  liero 


JAUEs  iiAr}-ii:i.i). 


ao 


and  liii  fair  inusical  partner  luiTing  rctiml  from 
die  ptono,  tlw  former  was  about  tiovr  to  take  lii« 
leave. 

"  Yoa  most  positirely  lose  no  time,  Cokmd 
Rcnmore,  in  giving  us  tlie  pleasure  of  your  com- 
pany for  a  fvw  days  at  Dlacltiam,"  said  Mr.  Law- 
ton,  extending  lit*  hand  to  our  Ikh),  in  die  cere* 
mony  of  Ivavc-tnking.  **  1  liavc  sotne  important 
Blleratioiis  going  on,  upon  wtiicli  I  should  particu- 
larly like  to  Itave  ibe  opinion  of  n  ninii  of  lasto 
like  yourself,  Ijiurn  and  myself  will  be  ddiglilei) 
to  do  liie  honmiDi  of  lllucktturn,  wlivncvi-r  ycHi  can 
make  it  convenient  to  come  and  see  tu." 

l<aura  acquiesced  with  a  laudultlt?  olMHlimce  to 
lier  sire^  hospitable  wishes,  as  n  bitish  (not  unper- 
ceived  by   Misa    Howbi^cn)  rose   irunsKiilly  in 

cheek.  Nor  diil  our  hero  refuse  thcin  the 
^euonible  trnticipntion  of  lit*  ci>in|Mny,  as  he 
expreaccd  "  that  he  ntuiuld  feel  much  flattered, 
incUrul,  in  paying  his  respecia."  Accordingly, 
it  was  andi^rsiood  tliat  l>e  wiis  to  pay  Bhick* 
tarn  a  x'eat  in  a  day  or  two.  'IliLi  invitation  wm 
not,  iMwcver,  tlic  only  lentimoiiy  of  iioiniigr  otlcrrtl 
to  bis  agreeable  quidtficmiona  and  society,  for  tlie 
little  Doctor  sianwi  up  and  said — 

Ay  I  and  mind.  Colonel,  before  you  leave 
this  region  of  wondcni,  llmt  I  have  not  yet  intro- 
ditced  you  to  the  whole  conclave  of  my  '  Genii  of 
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the  Lake.'  We  agreed,  1  think,  on  our  6m 
little  fishing  excursion  together,  to  take  another  io 
ihe  directmn  of  Windcrmcri;,  uhrrc  I  must  intro- 
duce you  to  the  poet  of  Nature  iHrrecIf,  my  friend 
Woodslaud." 

"  Nay ;  snd  you  must  come  over  to  Keswick 
and  sec  u%  too,"  nddcU  Golt^fititl  and  ItnutUmorc, 
nlmostnt  the  same  time;  while  Miss  Howbiggcn, 
not  willing  to  be  behind-Jinnd,  luid  anxiotn  to 
hiive  the  '*  di»lingui«hccl  xtrnngcr"  under  h«r  roof 
no  le«  llian  lier  "  fiiir  rival,"  (a*  we  had  nimoci 
said,)  the  heiress  of  Itlftckiarn,  exclaimed — 

*<  And  [  wish,  Colonel  Ilenmore,  whilst  you  are 
at  Buttermere,  you  would  condescentl  to  ntake  our 
houxe  your  home." 

"  How  am  I  to  answer  lo  so  much  kindness 
showered  on  me  on  all  sides  at  once  7"  replied  our 
IWTo,  smiling;  "vow  overwhelm  nie,  I  may  truly 
sny,  with  mi  much  goodness." 

"  Ay,  to  he  sure,"  interposed  lire  merry  little 
Doctor ;  **  one  at  a  time — one  at  n  lime !  we  pren 
too  thickly  on  Colonel  Renmore.  Wl-II,  ihi>ni 
it  is  understood  between  lis.  Colonel,  wc  are  lo  p*jr 
iL  risit  to  Woodsland  together  ?" 

"  I  shall  be  deli({hicd,"  ww  (he  reply. 

"  And  you  will  not  forget  at?"  nsked  GoleReld, 
speaking  for  himself  and  )it>  brother  genius  of 
Keswick. 
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"  Mmt  Happy,  if  it  it  in  mjr  power " 

**  Arxl,  Colonel  Itenmore,  mm  I  lo  hare  the 
pleMU  .  .  .  ." 

....  But  here  our  bero  had,  fonunatel}'  for 
him,  made  hid  retreat  before  Miss  Ho«big);cn  had 
repeated  her  iaritauon ;  whila  her  Atniablc  brother 
obserral,  in  l>ii>  pcctilUr  viylv — 

"  Ugli  I  no  doubt  ))c  K  gbul  to  gel  awnr ;  I'm 
sure  I  should  linvc  been  so,  under  such  ■  volley  of 

ctviiiiic*  r 

**  Ydu,  Mr.  Howbi}^vn,''  obscrrcd  his  more 
socjjiblc  sister ;  "  |H-rhap«  i/ou  mi>;ht ;  but.  forttw 
nutcly,  we  all  do  not  innke  pn-cisvly  tlie  same  esti- 
mate OS  yourself  of  feelings  both  sociable  and 
praiseworlliy." 

"  True,  (rue,-  oUrrved  I>r.  Esdailc ;  "  b«t," 
(lowering  his  voice,  liv  mld<^,)  *'  this  is  only  Mr, 
HowbifQ^cn'x  '  vmy'orj(])L-iikiiij{;  lie  does  not  mean 
anytliiug  Ul-nntured  or  du-suciul." 

So  uyiiif^,  tlie  L>(Ktor  fblkiwed  tlte  example  of 
our  hero,  and  took  bis  leave,  oocncnpanivd  by 
Golefield  and  llouthmorc,  on  ihvir  «iiy  bnck,  idl 
three  of  ihem,  to  Keitwick.  Saireely  bad  tbcy 
taken  llieir  leave,  than  ilie  servant  announced  thai 
Mr.  Laivion's  carria^^e  was  at  iIm:  tloor;  luid  this 
worthy,  together  wiUi  his  daughter,  liaving  ac- 
cordingly obeyed  the  sumnKin*  to  dep«n,  their 
bost  and  hostess  were  now  Mt  lo  themselves. 


42 


ADVENTUIIES  OF 


Miss  Ilowbi^rgt-it's  impatience  lo  express  ber 
sentimvnts  of  Iter  ilistiiiguivlieit  j^csl  m  fully  as 
&liG  should  wixli,  giive  itself  immeilinte  vent  in  an 
enumeration  of  all  UuMe  qualilicalions  wliich  so 
desen'cdiy  liiul  won  lier  admirAtioii.  togeibcr  with 
(Iiat,  indocil,  of  ull  who  liad  i>eet)  of  the  Uiie  piuty. 
"  Tlw  Colonel's  elegance  !  —  the  Crolonel's  elo- 
qQcncc  ! — the  Colonel'it  handsome  cou»ienance  I — 
tlic  ColcNicrsdittingiiblitK)  iippeurunce  I— tile  Cuk^ 
ncl's  fiimily  !  — ihe  (*o!i)!K-r.t  infontutlion  I — the 
Colonel's  voice ! — )m  lalem  lor  musk! — hi«delighli- 
fiil  conversation  [-—Improperly,  too,  in  Culbnen!" 
all  were  reiterated  in  llie  apparently  interminable 
catalogue  which  Miss  Howhiggcn  drew  up  of  his 
nuuiy  and  varied  ciidowmeiiLt,  botli  of  mind,  per- 
son,  and  Ibrtune. 

"  Oh  Lord  !  oh  I,onl !  have  you  not  yet  linishcd 
dinning  that  fellow's  name  in  my  eant?"  exclaimed 
her  less  enraptured  brollier,  hwiiig  all  ]>aticnce  at 
the  enumeration  of  siicli  endlet*  virtues.  "  Thb 
fellow  lus  quite' liiriiird  your  head  I  and  that 
bubyiMii  girl'-i  too  —  that  l^um  I^wtou'*, — I've 
nu  doubt,  witli  hit  Kinging  and  prating;  [  Oh, 
good  heavens!  I'm  sick  of  lh«  whole  set  of 
them, — that  solcnrn  bloeltheiid,  l^wion,  her  fntttef, 
and  thnt  bore  of  a  Doctor,  wiUi  his  two  '  romance- 
mongers,'  who,  after  all,  are  the  best  of  tlie  set  I— 
ugh — tired  out  of  my  lifel" 
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So  SAying,   Mr.   Ilowbigfjeji   teiz«d   a  candl«- 
stick,  ami  hobbled  off  to  bed  as  fast  as  be  could, 
nothing    hi.-c(irul    as    to     the     bland    nml    whoh 
comv  objurgntion  whicb  it  fell  tu  ilic  lot  of  Hhb^ 
Howbi;;:gen    U»   ndminister.      One   remark,   how- 
ercr,  wittcli  had  escapnl  him,  matlc  more  impm- 
Hton  on  tb)H  fiiir  pi.T»oi)'M  mititl  tlinn  any  otlicr; 
and  it  wiu  thnl  tn  wtildt  (1m;  licirvst  of  BIscktara'i 
name  luul  been  revitcnl.     What  tiut  diameter  of 
any  such  impression  niifflit  hv  may  be  bcM  jmlf^i 
from  Iter  own  words,  an  sthv  mid  to  Itcnvlf,  <■  Pool)  t ' 
a  babyisli  girl,  indect)  I — thtire  in  tittle  in  lier.     f 
dare  say  Colonel   Renmore  rnily  sung  to  amuse] 
ber,  just  as  he  would  kimke  a  coral  and  belU  to 
please  a  child ;    not  tiiiit  Ite  felt  any  [Kuticuiar  in- 
terest in  her.     Now,  his  attentions  to  tw,  I  cannot 
help  feeling,  were  most  marked." 

And  thus,  witli  u  varied  train  of  speculation*,  iaj 
which  the  seh-lovc  of  llip  good  iqiinttrr  nindc  ititclf  1 
preeminently  conspicuous,  slic,  aOcr  taking  on  b|>> 
proving  side  glance  of  herself  in  the  long  lot^- 
''■K'gl'i*!^  'Iiot  decorated  the  wall,  retired  to  Iter, 
"coucli,"  no  doubt  to  enjoy  "rosy  dreams,"  whose 
blush,  pcrcbancK,  might  hant  won  its  tint  from 
images  of  the  (\>Ioncl's  red  coat. 

Mr.  L.nwt<>n,  meanwhile,  and  lAtira  were  on 
their  way  towards  BIncktarn,  and  it  may  be  sup- 
posed that  the  topic  of  ibeir  conversation  was  the 
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all-engrossing  one  iilso  of  ■*  the  Colonel ;"  and  uo 
less  90  than  liss  been  nitnea^  in  the  inttsnocof 
die  estimnbic  Mt»  Howb^{gcn. 

"  ll&\i  !  vtiix\y  agreeable,  wcU-informetl,  nnd 
clever  pcrtoii  t — vastly  so  P  observed  Mr.  Lawton, 
in  hi*  wsunl  oracular  way-  ..."  Shall  have  great 
pleflMiire  in  shewing  him  all  our  improvements  at 
Bloclctam, — vastly  aj^reeable  pw«Hi  V 

"  Very  much  so,  indeeil,  pap« — very  distinguish- 
ed ;"  and  had  the  ii^ht  beiMi  h  iitlle  (tronger,  ihe 
blush  that  rose  in  iter  cheek  ax  »lie  responded  to 
this  testimony  nf  our  lvero'«  meritii  might  possibly  not 
have  escaped  her  sagacious  "  papa'»"  otMervation. 

**  That  duct  between  yoii  wa«  wdl  managed," 
continued  Mr.  I^wton.  "  1  did  itot  tliink  j-oa  could 
sing  so  well,  my  love, — never  heard  you  in  better 
voice,  nor  did  you  ever  hiolc  better  either — wm 
macii  pkfwed — {ahem  ]) — mudi  plejued  V 

U  was  not  impomibU.'  that  Laura'*  conscience 
in^l  have  whispered  that  nhe  hail  never  yet  been 
sensible  of  so  worthy  a  daira  ujuti  her  int«re«t«  tn 
exerting  herself  to  render  her  performance  efTeclive, 
as  on  the  occasion  in  c)uesttoii.  Whether  this  were 
the  cose  or  not,  we  cannot  pretend  to  determine, 
nor  arc  we  quite  sore  what  mii^lit  have  l>een  the 
reply  she  would  have  made  to  Mr.  Ijiwion's  com- 
mendations of  tier.  Possibly,  "  that  lie  wm  mis- 
taken in  giving  her  more  praise    than    was  her 
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due ;" — possibly,  "  that  when  ilicro  ore  two  votoM  j 
aiding  one  anotlier,  more  efleci  u  neceaau-ily  pro- 1 
ilucnl  iltiui  where  iheuRMiBtaiiHnlcfrurtsofaMiiglB 
one  vxbts.'^ 

But,  wltatcvcr  her  rqtiy  might  have  been,  it  WM 1 
dntinetl  lu  be  cut  Bhorl,  and  her  attention  divened 
inco  another  clnnnel,  by  seeing  the  figure  of  a  maa 
Ntanding  on  ibc  edge  or  ihc  precipice  which  ohvT' 
hung  the  road,  and  to  which  she  culled  her  good 
aire's  notice  But  ox  we  aro  likely  (o  learn  little 
concerning  this  pcrrwii,  whoever  he  might  be,Trom 
Mr.  Lawion,  (conjuror,  notwiilisuitiding,  ns  Dr.  Es- 
daile  protiounccd  him  to  be.)  wc  will  let  the  Black' 
tarn  carriage  drive  forward  on  its  liomewan)  way, 
nnil  clinili  up  the  steep,  to  gratify  our  curiosity  in 
learning  who  the  penon  could  be  that  had  aitracted 
the  Biteatkin  of  tlic  I.awion»,  and  who  bad  been] 
seen  by  tlietn  from  the  carriage  but  dimly  at  the 
distance  at  which  he  stood,  titough  the  nigtit  was  a 
beautiful  and  clear  one. 

It  was,  indeed,  a  ccrcnc  and  starlight  n^t, 
Inugbtwith  ihcmcs  for  "hcnviitily  mystic  mtttingK" 
m  the  minds  of  those  wlio  had  an  intnginalion  to ' 
frame,  and  a  spirit  to  penetrate,  the  secrets  which 
the  Toicc  of  night  whispers.  The  ph  locopher 
would  listen  to  that  Iranquillizin!;  whi^pi-r.  lo  liear 
it  wean  Iiiin  to  musings  fai*  from  a  world  of  puxiun, 
and  the  sordid  strife  of  life.    The  de\-out  man 
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would  contemplate  tliosc  starry  lutniiiarics  to  wiu 
aa»  in  tltcir  boundlessness  niid  tplcndour  t)»e 
wonderwork  of  iniinitc  Wisdom,  uiid  join  in  the 
praise  vfliicli  their  liigb  liiLrnioiiie;  poured  in  o-Ic- 
btalion  of  it  The  inctapliy»iciim  would  seek  to 
■oar  Bbove  the  carth-bnll  on  wliicli  liis  impatient 
spirit'wing  was  confinetl,  mid  spring  iipwiird  to  scan 
tlioM  bright  worlds,  and  rcail  itie  tnle  ol'  habiution, 
of  life,  of  mortal  or  spiritual  abodv,  tliat  dicy  re- 
presented. One  while,  percliance,  he  might  d<i^m. 
with  earlier  speculators,  titat  those  star-worlds  were 
thfl  resting-places  and  high  huunts  of  luippy  de- 
parted wuls  from  this  earth  sod ;  at  auo4her,  he 
might  amuse  himself  with  deeming  them  lite  par»> 
discs  of  happy  essences  belonging  to  an  angel  or 
Peri  world ;  at  another,  again,  he  might,  as  ihe 
most  probal>le  speculation,  view  in  them  but  an  in- 
finite  reflection  of  the  late  of  life,  of  human  hopes  and 
fears — of  existence  sprung  from  nodiingnuss  and 
ending  in  obscurity, — the  fretful  scene  of  worldUngs, 
flatterers,  and  cnlhusiiurtu ;  the  vain,  ihcambitjous — 
the  weak,  and  the  strong;  the  victims  of  dopair — 
and  the  laurel-crowned  viclors  too,  in  the  Tarious 
race  of  fame— bards,  warriors,  and  sages. 

Such  might,  haply,  have  been  the  musings  of  the 
person  before  us;  such,  in  succession,  might  have 
been  his  speculations,  and  more  especially  (i>e  last- 
mentioned  feature  of  them  appears  to  have  been 
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acceptable  to  ha  character  of  mind,  as  lie  broke 
from  Uie  silence  in  which  he  had  fur  some  little 
lime  siixxi,  f>cni.Mnj^  llie  KpktHlid  volume  of  those 
starrv  lieuveiiH,  uiit)  *]>oke  tut  l)K>uj;h  lie  had  iirrired 
at  tlw  conclusion  drawn  lixint  the  sublime  li-)>son  be 
read  in  it- 
It  was  not  on  the  long-mooted  speculation  and 
fond  reverie  of  whctltcr  the  worlds  above  him  wens 
iohabitcd  or  itot,  tlait  tbe  contcmplatiofis  of  our 
philoW)[>lirr  were  engaged  ;  but  gi-nntiiig  thin,  the 
theme  his  speculations  puntueil  wns,  "  urhiit  wiu  the 
sublime  deduction  to  be  drawn  from  n  review  of 
«ucb  a  sea — snch  an  at/biity  of  human  xcencs  of 
action  and  ambition;"  and  iliesc  speculaiiomi  ap- 
peared to  be  those  of  a  roiiiig  poet  auoivsing  the 
sabject  of  his  own  BSpiraltons.  To  express  diU  de- 
daction,tbca,!t  WBs,thnthtst]iou){htslbuDdaioiigue, 
as  be  exclaimed — "  And  what  b  (lie  loftiest  topic 
which  a  mind  of  ardent  lupiriition  can  engage  iion 
most  fondly?  'Ilic  ilnrliii^drcnm  uf  lame?"  (So 
spoke  die  young  poet.)  "  Alaa  !  lluit  guerdon  of 
tnmiortnlitjr — that  hope  of  u  oonKcioumcts  oAer 
death  of  Ok  f^ory  that  shall  coiuHwrate  tlic  name 
we  leave  behind  us — what  is  tJieir  worth  ?  wimt 
iheir  extent '/  .  .  .  h  is  to  learn  tlie  trutlt  conreyed 
in  ihti — perchatwe  mortifying — lesson  that  I  look 
on  yonder  golden,  glowing,  and  iiifiniie  volumv 
ODlspreod  through  Space  before  mc.     To  me,  that 
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volume  unfolds  Uie  pnge  of  Truth.     Beauteous  as 
sutilinHslocontemplaie, — j'etMcni,  loo,  in  its  subli- 
mity if  conned  arigbt, — it  conveys  lo  worldlingi  tliol 
liuglhemselve&in  the  dream  of  earthly  renown — bat 
dcspnir  !  Tbuugli  indeed  they  are  safe  from  this  trial, 
uiiwilling  alike  and  unable  to  extend  their  minds 
or  niite  tlieir  imaginations  to  read  what  I   now 
read.  ...  Ye  *  slatry-sjutngled'  heaveie,  whisper 
ye  not  a  truth  Uiat  will  make  the  proudi.'St  of  eanh'ii 
'victors*  and   'names'  dwindle  into  nothingness? 
Tell  u»e,  (if  indeed  you  arc  but  vrorlds  like  this  in 
which  (  breathe — nnmcly,  scenes  of  human  strife 
and  ambition  )~~deci are,  Iww  manijold  will  be 
q)irits  of  those  wlto  were  mtijhty  in  your  rcsjieclive 
earthly  Kpherey,  and  who  mill  inert  ibe  fpirits  too  of 
this  cnrth  in  that  'UerealW,'  where  all  dc{«irtcd 
Boab   shall    meet, — that   •  eternal   ufier-Atate',  in' 
which   tlie  '  conseionsiieM  of  die  name  they  bate 
lefl  behind  tltem'  constitutes  what  we  call  immor- 
ulUy ; — declare  this,  for  tl)o  sake  of  that  deduciioa 
t   am  about   to  draw   from   ihenoc  I     Say,  what 
myriads,  what  counltesv  myriads,  uf  fume's  di-puttea 
will  tlve  IxnitKlleis  conchivc  of  worltlit  on  worlds 
send   Inorel- wreathed  to   that  aAer-state,   to   lull 
lltcmselvcs  in  drcnms  of  the  immortal  guerdon  they 
have  won.  Vcs !  and  mark,  now,  the  conclusion  that 
roust  enroe.    The  iudividiud  treasure  of  fame — the 
guerdon  being  tlimi  vastly  and  infinitely  multipKed 
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— is  inurgtHl  in  iu  very  infiniinde  !    What  becomu 

of  iu  price,  the  price  oT  \u  rarity,  w  regards  an 

individunl  scene  of  ambition?     It  i>  Imt  in   the 

infinily  of  its  aitwuinl,  thiu  cnillnnly  sni^llnl  by  iIh' 

bo»b  uf  ['anic's  niiniuns  »ent  r<>r()i  by  the  liwtx  of 

worlds  loo  dial  tlironfj  the  uniTeraal  lioiind  I     The 

Hum  era,    the     Shalt  speares,    the    Vol  I  aires,    tlw 

Cttsars,  ll>e  Platofi,  the  Napoleons,  which  we  boasi 

OS  50  mighty,  because  so  rare — liow  will  tltt-y  he 

obliged   to  own  that  the  high   price   that  man 

ami   thcmsclvps   hail  set   on   than   is   lost,   when 

they  see  il>em£clTcs  reflected  in  the  counileos  host 

of  bards,   of  sages,  of  warriot^s— of  C'ssars,  and 

Homers,  and  Plates,  whose  spiriu  oome  smiling  to 

the  shadowy  •  after  world,'  sooibe<l   in  the  dream 

that  lh«y  haw  built  up  names  that  arc  remembered 

in  the  scenes  tbey  have  left !     This  '  Consciousncat, 

which  alone  can  constitute  immortality, — tww  must 

its  nlF-lore  be  diminislint,  mocked,  and  crushed 

in  the  reflection  tliat,  after  all,  its  'immortality' 

is  confined  to  one  poor  speck  in  ihe  universe ! 

While  tlic  next  tlioughl  is,  timt  if,  iudecd,  il  were  not 

so  confined,  yet  ih.it  there  arc  such  cotmtlcss  hosts 

wIm  slinre  it,  that  itx  rarity — (wliidt  was  all  tliat 

made  it  worth  bonsiing  of)— is  im-rffwl — nnnihilnled 

— and  itsclfliult!  wortli  the  moil  iluit  sought  it  I"  . . 

He  paused  awhile,  when,  in  conclusion,  he  added, 

*•  Stem  lesson  from  a  lovely  volume  !     Bu  it  trea- 
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sured  in  my  heart  to  leam  from  it,  the  mere  vanity 
orambiticHi,  my  own  nothingtKss,  ami,  yn  more, 
the  universal  tiotbingness  of  fame,  so  panted  for  by 
roan  !" 

"  And,  upon  my  word,  a  most  sublime  as  well 
as  just  conclusion  to  arrive  at,  Mister  '  Mystic,' 
Metaphysician,  Stur>gazer,  or  '  quaaaqne  nennint 
glutei  r  "  exclaitncd  the  facetious  Dr.  Ksdaile,  (for 
it  was  no  other  tlum  he,)  that  had  come  unawares 
upon  our  mcln)>liyHtcinn,  or,  ns  Uie  Greeks  called  it, 
"  theiiroa,"  <1uriiig  the  very  cluimclcriKtic  utteraDce, 
of  the  speculations  we  hare  just  heard  him  ex[ircss.* 

"  Ah !  what,  you  hare  found  me  out,"  answered 
Golelield,  smiling;  for  it  was  himself  to  whom  «t 
have  heen  listening. 

•'  I'o4ind  you  out !"  rejoined  Esdaile;  "  ay,  arid  I 
wi>h  it  mi^ht  be  to  bring  you  hack  to  yourself:  for 
I'm  inclined  lo  think  you  linvc  been  lost  in  the  sea 
of  speculation  on  which  you  hnv«ju«l  been  launch- 
ing. Come,  it  grow«  late;  let  us  uuike  the  best  of 
our  way  on  towurtls  Keswick." 

So  saying,  Esdaile  led  the  way  l>ack  from  the 
clilT  where  (^iolefield  had  wandered,  to  tlie  road 
where  Koutlmiore  was  waiting  for  him.  It  should 
fevm  llutt  OS  the  wliole  three,  being  invited  by  the 
beauty  and  serenity  of  the  night,  bad  proceeded 
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on  llieir  surliglil  ramble  frum  Mr.  Howbiggen's, 
Oolrficlti  lind  luttcml  bdilnd  nt  a  panicnW  point 
of  Ticw,  to  inilulgv  in  his  survey  of  so  Invclj*  ii  fir- 
maincnl,  nu  le«  lluin  in  ihv  KpcciiUitotur  ii  ni^ 
gtfud.  Esdnilv,  tuiwcver,  liiKliiig  lie  <li(i  not  cotnc 
onwin)  with  himaeir  aiid  ItouUimore,  bethcnigbt 
him  of  stejiping  back  to  rally  lt)«  **  meiapUyuc^ 
dreamer,"  anil  bring  him  back  at  orc«  to  tliem,  «tid 
to  hinuelf  too,  as  wc  have  witiM:ascd. 

So  ihc  whole  "irio"  now  proccedvtt  on  tlieir 
way  agwn  lowanls  Kowick,  the  Doctor  tahiiif^ 
good  care  not  to  let  hu  fiuicy-Ioring  friend  bg 
bcJiind  In  nidiilgv  in  any  more  dreams ;  considering 
wisely  that  it  would  be  tinw  enoogb  (or  him  to 
draan  when  he  had  eiucoti»»l  himself  in  thai  most 
apptofiriate  realm  uf_  dreams — bis  bul!  I'he 
I>octur  wns,  of  course,  uot  sparing  of  his  raillery, 
U  be  oboerred  on  tlie  conclusion  to  nliich  bis 
frknd's  sfieculations  had  led  him — "  Despite  all 
the  sublimity  of  your  Higbt,  I  do  not  envy  yoti  the 
bright  lesson  you  have  been  Imrrowing  front  ihat 
starry  vulume ;  so  you  may  keep  ynur  thxf  itclionit 
of  Truth  to  yourself,  i  do  not  want  to  be  '  metu- 
physiked'  out  of  my  self-love.  Dc  assured,  bappi- 
tte»  dwells  more  in  Delusion  than  Truth  I" 

"  Well,  well,"  rqilicd  the  benign  fpeculaior,  *'  to 
please  you,  I  will  coment  myself  with  feeling  thai  if 
my  dreaming  may  possiUy  be  little  adaptable  to  tlie 
D  2 
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lastes — mny  little  win  the  ^oipntliics,  or  influence 
tbesentiincnUof  tiMMi,  llinlnt  leant  I  hav«  wuii  pcdce 
of  niiml  Tor  myiwlf.  'IliU  is  no  meun  ftdiieveineiiL 
of  pbtluKiipliy.  However  difficult,  again,  tlte  lesitoa 
you  iliMeiit  fntm  nwy  be  to  pursue,  yet  it  is  not  ibe 
less  '  trnth.'  I  am  satnficd  with  the  possessioa  of 
kfwwing  vbat  irutb  is,  and  (lL>riving  (be  benefit  it 
aloiie  can  aflbril."  So  aying,  tbc  xiitipU^niimled 
pbilos(>pbcrrcmninv(l*ilciil;  wliile  biKfriciKl  Routb- 
morc  rebullc<)  soniowtuit  more  vigorously  ibe  pro- 
pueilion  of  llie  Doctor,  as  he  mid— 

"Wby,  yes,  witii  weak  and  vain  niiiidv,  *<]e- 
Itisioti'  niity  indeed  i>e  tuippiness,  and  tlie  only  hap- 
ptnofis.  But  not  M>  nilb  inind.s  lluii  buvcslrvngib 
enougb  to  nirct  llic  tt>inewhal  repuUive  ie»on  of 
'  Knowing  ibcmsclveau' "      ^ 

Thus  conversing,  our  trio  pTOCix.-de(l  on  their 
romantic  and  lovely  way,  wliicli  trun  m  new  cbsriii 
lh>ni  tlic  tmnqnil  bcautit^  in  which  so  radiant  a 
btmven  bad  iiirested  it,  as  flood  and  hill-top,  spark- 
linji  rill  and  woocU  banging  over  the  slope  above 
them,  shone  iar  and  wide  in  the  silvery  lustre. 
So,  bidding  tliem  each  and  all  a  "  good  night,"  we 
shall  return  to  our  hero,  and  place  ourselves  by  hit 
»ide  once  more,  as  be  took  Im  way  from  Uowbig- 
gen'K  along  tbe  mecr  bank,  to  his  <]uarters  at  tlic 
village. 

So  muclt  an  object  of  interest  as  )iv  hiMl  bc«o 
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to  the  persons  (specially  to  the  Tairer  portion  of 
them)  wliom  be  had  jast  tn«t,  perhaps  it  may  be 
asked  whether  thnl  inlcrvst  ma  in  any  way  i-cpaid 
or  rcciprocntod  by  Iiim»clf  ?  Nor  let  him  l>e  uc- 
cused  of  w'ant  orgnllaniry,  even  towards  the  gentle 
and  fair  heiress  of  Blncklun,  if  we  are  obliged  to 
confess  for  him  thnt  be  felt  no  depth  of  interest  (at 
loud,  such  lu  that  which  implies  ivndcmess  or  senti- 
ment) nt  all  1  How  could  Itc,  wti«n  itw  (bought 
of  trerirude  returned  more  deorly  to  him  tlum  (lint 
of  any  oilier  living  tiling  or  (ubjixt,  the  moment  r 
he  was  again  left  to  himself  and  his  own  medita>- 
Itons?  Tlie  aitentiona  he  had  shewn  to  any  lady 
be  bad  tliut  evening  met  in  society  were  mch  as  I 
be  considered  were  uniformly  due  from  him,  as] 
from  every  gentleman  (who  has  any  jwwer  of 
making  himself  agreeable),  to  any  and  ever)'  fair 
perum  be  may  chance  to  meet  in  the  circles  in 
which  \ic  moves.  If  idle  and  mistaken  construction! , 
are  placed  by  others  on  such  attentions,  and  ml 
importance  and  a  meaning  attached  to  them  which 
ihey  were  never  intended  to  possege,  those  only  are 
to  be  bUmed  who  create  such  mtsconstrudions ; 
and  if  ilicy  sliould  lind  lliemselri:^  mistaken,  ihcy 
have  ibeiwelve*  alone  lo  ihonk  for  their  rashness. 
Sueli  arc  the  ooioidemiion*  that  suggest  tli«niselv«s 
in  amwi-ring  the  question  we  had  raised  for  the 
rvader's  intere&t ;  but  as  regards  our  hero,  no  audi 
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tliougliU  fi>ra  monwtit  oocnptcd  hU  mind,  which 
was  (as  H'e  have  already  testified  lo  hb  honour) 
solely  dircvtctl  lu  ttic  prevniting  ilream  that  cheered 
his  existence — tliv  tlioiight  of  Gertrude. 

Witii  her  itiuige,  (lien,  before  him,  be  made  bia 
way  along  the  border  of  the  mccr,  wishing,  as  be 
lookotl  tipoi)  its  silver- tinted  sheen  of  beauty,  that 
he  hud  b«r  by  bis  .side  to  took  on  it  together  with 
him,  and  enhance  ibe  pleasure  he  derivetl  (rxnn 
the  reabn  of  kiveliiiess  around.  When,  lu!  as  he 
was  thus  waking  up  lier  image  to  relieve  Uie  solitude 
— as  his  ihougbts  n-cre  tlius  winning  charm  in  a  re- 
currence to  her — etrsngc  as  unexpected  ooinci- 
denoe,  a  light  figure  skimmed  across  his  path 
tN>me  little  distance  in  adrancc  of  him.  just  as  Ik 
had  now  diverged  from  ibc  border  of  ifac  tneer  into 
die  Toad  or  lane  that  led  to  the  village. 

As  well  OS  tiie  light  permitted  him  to  discern  the 
ligurv,  it  was  her  own — it  was  Gertrude  f  Out  yei 
more  was  tliere  reason  for  his  attention  beiof^  aad 
not  very  plcnsantly  either,  excited ;  (or  not  only  wm 
it  occupied  on  the  «urpri)«  occasioned  by  witnessing 
the  lighter  and  more  elegant  figure  already  men- 
tioned, but  on  the  appenrance  of  another  form 
also,  which  though  leu  distinctly  iracet),  «*  staiid- 
ing  more  in  the  shadow  of  the  bank-side,  was  r^ 
cngiiitcd  as  that  of  somebody  of  tlie  other  sex. 

The  blood  (or  a  moment  forsook  llenmore's 
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obeek,  which  become  pate  as  the  dim  and  dewjr  tod 
on  which  h«  stood.     Bat  a  moment  mora  sufficed  lu 
liaoish  all  surmUcs  iinworlhy  of  Gertrude's  fidelity  la 
himself,  or  llint,  in  las  gcnerotu  or  confiding  bosomi 
than  his  own,  would  have  whispered  the  busy  tale  nf  1 
jcalooc  appi«b«f»ion.     WlK>ever  the  person   was  : 
in  whose  company  Genrude  (if  intUmI  it  was  0«r-  ' 
trade)  had  l>e«n,  he  had  now  lefY  ilte  i;p<>l,  nor 
vna  traceable  by  our  hero  on  bis  coming  np  lo 
it,  to  clear  away  the  doubt  tliat  hung  round  the 
circumstance  of  his  surprise.     The  sound  indeed 
of  wbeeU  was  heard  rapidly  proceeiling  along,  in 
lite  direction  that  led  away  from  Buttermere ;  but 
ihb  circumstance  tittle  assisted  in  reheving  Ren- 
more'a  doubts. 

"  Good  heavens  I  it  could  not  have  been  Qunn- 
diab's  figure.  Impossible  !  and  yet  it  was  not  alto- 
gcther  unlike.  AfWr  alt,  it  might  not  have  been 
Gertrude  that  I  saw,  —  tl>e  light,  uncertain  h 
it  is,  ms;  have  deceived  me.  No,"  l»e  added,  in 
a  more  inipasuoned  tone;  "it  is  impossible  that 
I  could  mistake  for  any  other  than  her  own  that 
airy  farm  of  grace  and  beauty  which,  fawn-like, 
Bkinmed  across  yonder  niglii-glade,  nor  shook  one 
trembling  pcarl-dcw  from  the  grass." 

So  spoke  titc  language  of  tlte  lover,  as  thus  oom- 
maning  with  himself,  and  Uius  perplexed,  ho  re- 
gained the  bostelrie  of  tlie  Traveller's  K««t. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


"  Lydi».  Madam,  I  mast  tell  you  plainly,  riiat  bad  I  n* 
pretecence  for  any  one  else,  the  choice  you  have  nude  would 
be  my  aversion. 

"  Mri.  M.  Whal  basineas  hare  yoo,  miss,  with  prefeTence 
and  aTeraion  1     It  is  safest  io  maliiniony  to  begin  with  a  Utile 
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morv  proiiublc.  Be  ihU,  iMwcrer,  as  it  iDayd 
Ilcnmorc  shrunk  bock  oii  seeing  tu\  object  soob- 
noxiotu  to  liini ;  nn<i  not  clearing  to  be  ognin 
brought  in  contact  wilii  liini,  ir  it  could  be  Itclpcxl, 
he  (lesUted  from  entering  the  inn.  Itctiring  iVum 
near  tJie  porclmn)-,  he  lurneil  aguia  towards  the. 
roeer  border,  in  order  to  fill  up  tlie  time  until 
Qiundish  Hitould  huve  rid  the  hostlelrie  of  liis  di^* 
gustful  presence.  "  It  is  that  fellow"'  excUiniLd 
Rcnmore  on  first  perceiving  him;  "  I  will  pn>- 
long  my  wulk  till  he  is  gutie.  So  I  suppose  be  is  ' 
still  linrping  on  Gertrude's  obdumcy ; — nr  possibljr 
be  may  have  tensed  her  into  uttering  something 
that  he  has  construed  into  encotirugf^ment.  At 
any  rale,  he  is  closeted  niih  dame  Wetherby  aa 
luunl,  and  of  course  his  suit  with  Gertrude  is  the 
theme  of  llwir  conversation.  I  take  tt,  it  is  buti 
a  loMing  game  after  all  ilmt  lie  puncnes — the  poor 
dulUrd  I — be  fiinctn  tie  u  MiiqirtMugly  ctinniiig  in 
liaving  woti  i)k  motiier  on  his  side,  and  as  a  pro- 
moter (if  lib  suit,  Hk  had  better  lut?e  vron  the 
daughter.  I  wonder  if  it  was  really  he  wlwm  I 
saw  just  now  quit  her.  Pooh  I  if  it  wns,  wliat 
mauera  it  ?  He  is  as  bir  as  ever  from  rendering 
himself  acceptable  to  her.  She  may  have  said, 
perhaps,  an  encouraging  word  to  get  rid  of  him ; 
meantime,  he  is  plying  his  suit  witli  the  weak, 
bigoted  woman,  her  mother,  stupidly  eager  to 
make  her  press  upon  her  daughter  an  encourage* 
V  3 
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merit  of  his  addrcmcs,  Blockbeail !  he  is  like 
many  otltcrs  I  luiw  known,  wlio  '  bej^in  at  (he 
wrong  entl'  in  a  couri«hip — who  h^n  with  the 
*  approbation  of  ihi:  piirvnu.'  Pdiaw  1  the  way 
is,  to  win  the  afTcclions  of  tliu  fair  object  her- 
self fii'st  of  ull,  anil  t)»en  leave  the  batll«  to  her, 
(o  win  orcr  (he  parents  to  aoqniewoe  Jn  lite  circum- 
stance *  on  which  llicir  daughtvr't  hoppines*  de- 
peoiU"— b»  !  ha !" 

K«nti>nre  inugltetl  scorafnllj-  iu  he  contrasted  with 
conscious  triumph  liLtown  »ti{>crii>r  knowledge  of  the 
hunuin  heart  to  tliat  of  his  rivul  in  winning  the  ob- 
ject of  tlwir  mutual  endeavours.  *<  Now,  a  blon- 
derer,"  he  continued,  "  or  a  siiy  being  in  n)at(era 
delicate  as  tliit,  having  few  qiialitte>  perhaps  to  make 
themseh-es  acceptable  to  the  daughter,  will  fortify 
tiiemselves  (they  imagine)  in  gaining  the  parents  on 
heir  side.  'Hiey  will  tind,  in  nine  cases  out  of  (en, 
I  fancy,  that  ihe  old  adage  of  placing  *  the  cart 
before  tlie  Iturse'  is  verified  in  the  instance  of 
their  clumsy  and  impolitic  courtship.  So,  all  *en- 
turmif  suitors,  be  admonished  by  me  I — gain  fim 
of  all  the  mnsterv  of  the  fair  creature's  bean  and 
mind  whom  you  would  win, — be  it  for  her  clwrms, 
or  her  (brtunc,  or  both, — nnd  you  will  itivn  luive 
an  ally  in  hem-ir,  thni,  Itowcvcr  much  ilte  parents 
may  be  diaincliiits]  towards  wa,  will  win  you  the 
victory  over  lben\  in  the  end.  But  stop,"  be  con- 
tinued, diecking  himself  in  the  words  which  luid 
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been  elicited  by  hb  seom  fur  ■  bcinf;  so  mucli 
beneath  him  os  Qiumli»li  inwiy  ntiribule  that  cao^ 
render  »  man  occepuble  in  ili«:  eyes  of 
"Stopt  t)K)ugh  the  seuiimeuu  1  tiiive  at 
may  be,  generallj  apeakiag,  utie,  yet  b  my 
tcorii  Kir  ihi^  Tellow  unalloyed  by  any  af^imbeii- 
sion  thiu  Cieriruil«  may  perhaps  be  ai  litUe  mine  as 
hia?  For  if  it  wu  not  tbiaMiinino«di,arQuaiKlisb, 
^or  whatever  be  may  call  biniaell^)  ibai  I  saw  take 
leave  of  her  juit  now,  it  was  still  some  one  j 
more  happy  in  ber  oflcclions  tluui  1  can  rccluai! 
myself.  Yet  1  eon  scarcely  believe  tliia,  if  I 
have  been  able  to  calculate  aright  on  lim  ascen- 
dancy 1  think  I  have  won  over  Iwr  mind  and 
heart.  Yes:  I  know— 1  cannot  doubt  tltat  the 
lovea  me.  Uow  many  little  iJunfp  have  shewn 
it  Wl>en  liHs  Iter  fool  of  late  nMiuntird  the  hill- 
slope  but  it  was  sure  lo  wander  wlitre  mine  met 
it  ?— and  then  tlm  blutli — the  sniil« — the  ■  ddigbt- 
fnl  oonfueion'  wlicn  we  met  —  and  liuu  mutual 
chord  of  fctling,  too,  U'twren  us — my  aiTection , 
{ibough  A«  kiwwc  it  nui)  for  Fvutoii.  Her  look ^ 
bo*  tliatiked  mo  as  I  spoke  of  him  thua  kindly, 
— tlionked  mc  from  her  l>eurt, — tlmnked  me  wtib 
the  tear  tliut  would  furtire  glUtot  in  her  eye, — 
tliaoked  mi*  uiih  lier  gratitude — witli  ber  esteem — 
bar  confidence — her  love." 

Sucb  wiis  the  train  of  mu&ings  in  wliicli  Ren- 
morc'-s  mind  was  led,  us  he  paced  along  the  brink 
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of  lliose  sUvar-gUstcnirig  wstcrs  of  the  moonlight 
lake  He  camv  nl  k-tigth  to  tlic  rock  oTcrhangmg 
the  cave  where  wv  rvmemhcr  Mike  had  moored 
his  shallop,  ader  rowing  the  "  vciwrnblc  strnngci" 
thither,  coiictniinjj  whom  the  curiosity  of  Gole- 
fleld  and  his  rriun<l  hml  been  awakened.  Here 
tie  sate  down,  his  «ye  dreaming  on  lh«  dim  as 
lovely  expanse  of  waters,  and  his  hc«rl  pursuing 
a  dream  as  dim,  though  huply  le«»  iK-nutifu),  iu  the 
various  train  of  thoughts  in  which  his  mind  was 
now  led. 

The  spot  Ht  once  waked  np  U>c  image  of  old 
Mike,  togediLT  with  that  l<x>k  of  significance 
with  which  Ik  had  nccumpanicd  all  he  imparted 
to  him,  whctlwr  ns  regarded  past  or  future  ties* 
tinies.  With  the  first  was,  somehow  or  other, 
connecteil  the  thought  of  the  good  curate  of 
Lorton ;  though  it  must  be  left  to  time  to  disclose 
witat  could  ba  the  tiitk  ihiit  Ixnind  the  circum- 
stances of  Mike's  narrative,  or  iu  subject,  with  the 
nnme  of  Fenton. 

How  manj  painful  asocialions  arise  in  the  mind 
from  llie  mere  accident  of  a  single  untowanl  cir- 
cumstance affecting  the  heart  or  spiriu  1  Such  is 
tl>e  n?mark  suggested  to  us  hj  witnessing  the 
"change"  ttuit  hml  thus  suddenly  come  over  tl>e 
"spirit"  of  Itenmore's  dream.  But  a  little  while 
ago,  at  the  Ilowbiggcn  party,  he  was  comparatively 
happy — his  mind   at  ease — his  turmoil   of  spirit 


JAMES  nATTIELD, 


n 


I 


Inllcd.  But  ihts  sudden  circumslance  conoerning 
GenrudCt  wtiich  iic  h«d  vritncsecd  oti  his  return  lo 
ihe  boilelrie,  had  been  «iilliciciil  to  «-mbiiIer  ih« 
tone  of  hit  feehngs,  juiil  djunp  hb  more  pl«it5urabl« 
drewn. 

Such  it  the  coimiiution  oC  the  humnn  mind,  dial 
seldom  is  it  tluit  one  troublous  or  di^pk-Miiiig  tliotight 
n  nwaketied  wiihout  its  being  followed  by  a  host 
of  others.  And  if  tliis  it  witnessed  as  almcMt 
universallv  the  case  in  analyzing  our  human  conv- 
IMution,  it  is  nwrv  efpoclnlly  so  where  {m»  in  llw 
instance  ot  Itcnmore)  the  mind  has  been  but 
transitorily  backing  in  tlic  ginun  of  content  or 
plensnre,  and  makes  its  abode  more  readily,  becaixe 
more  necessarily,  wiih  pnin  than  with  happiness. 

All  we  are  saying  is  but  nn  illustration  of 
the  humble  adage,  "  misforluncs  never  eomei 
alone."  The  convene,  imlei-d,  is  uftcti  equally 
true,  lliat  fortune  "  niiiiii "  i>er  favours  on  uk.  A 
spark  of  pleasure  lit  up  by  a  cheerful  sunlK-jim,  hr 
in«taiii'«,  thai  rrjoic-ei  the  heart  no  less  than  tlic  eye, 
often  kindles  a  whole  train  of  happy  associations. 
But  however  amooddy  the  dreatn  of  joy  maj  wing 
il  on  its  bright  course,  It  is  a  thing  of  sudi  caprice, 
so  unMablc  and  so  mutable,  dial  let  but  the  least 
hindranL-c  occur  to  cln-ck  il,  iin<l  it  i*  precipiutcd 
down  llie  abyss  of  core,  along  wlune  giddy  edge  h 
disported.  What  little  obstacles,  {for  example,)  us 
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petty  tu  nnfbreMcDi  lutve  occurred  to  mar  ilic 
ardent  mce  or  success,  of  ainUition,  of  provpcrky, 
of  picssurel  JJkv  tlic  liiiidratice  cifa  luvre  pebble 
to  one  of  tlioac  rapid  engin<!s  ttmt  modern  tiiTeutioa 
has  called  into  use,  m  it  glowt  nad  liurrifs  on  lU 
lerel  track — on  it  urj^  nr(k*nt  as  rapid,  in  its 
itrength, — a  moment  more— a  cnuh— a  shriek  of 
lho6C  whom  it  whirls  with  it— its  race  is  chocked — 
its  pride  and  strcngtli  are  overthrown,— it  is  pre- 
cipitated over  the  steep,  and  peace  and  Ufo  arc 
sacrificed  with  it.  What  wm  the  "  let,"  or  trf»- 
stade,  to  its  smooth,  and  as  yet  unimpeded  career  ? 
a  poor,  paltry  pebble,  Bong  tn  mere  wanton  care- 
lessnesii  hy  some  idle  boy  as  he  ran  whistling  past, 
satcliel  in  hand,  to  school. 

Thus  was  Itenmore's  mind  swayed  with  many 
torbidt  many  tender  llmughts.  And  who  can 
doobt  that  he  loved  wiili  sincerity,  when  his  un- 
eosiMss  at  witnessing  tlw  object  of  hts  afTectioos 
in  the  companionship  of  some  one  else  is  considered? 
But  ho  hn<l  now  reiume<l  to  the  hostclric;  and  as 
be  approaehed  the  door,  he  saw  thrnu^li  the  dim 
and  dubious  light  a  form  emerge  from  the  porch 
and  wend  its  way  onward  to  the  villnge. 

"WHrntr  ho  exchiimed;  "has  iiin  conference 
with  dame  Wethn-by  but  just  closed?  Has  this 
Qaandish  been  unwilling  lo  take  his  leave  tilt 
now?     Well!  Gertrude — unless  she  has  become 
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more  disposod  lo  listen  to  him — must  expect  to 
meet  still  more  rcmotistranco,  and  rocommendi^ 
tion  in  bis  bi-half,  froni  licr  '  loving '  parent  thwi 
hitherto,  or  I  am  mistaken  as  to  the  result  of  this 
long  closeting  ofoursanctimonioussuitor  with  her  t" 

So  saj'iiig,  Kcnmoru  vntrrcd  ihc  Itostdrie,  and 
proccednl  ai  once  to  his  dunibcf,  as  he  look  up  ■ 
candlestick  iluit  wu  siaDdiog  on  ■  mahogany  slab 
by  tbe  panoge  side  at  ibe  top  of  the  lBiiding-pUc& ' 
As,  iiowever,  he  sluod  lighting  ii  by  aiKithrr  whicb 
flamcil  by  its  side,  he  could  iMit  arutd  overhearing 
a  conversation  which  it  was  impoosibJe  for  bim  to 
mistake  was  being  conducted  between  Mn. 
Wetherby  and  her  daughter.  He  at  once  con-  < 
eluded  what  iltc  topic  was,  and  also  tliat  Mn. 
Weiberby,  after  baring  taken  leave  of  tliepiTacher* 
had  sought  out  the  room  to  which  bcr  daughter 
had  retired  for  the  night,  and  bad  acoordinglj 
**  entertained"  her  with  the  topic  that,  we  cannot 
doubt,  (in  spite  ofall  our  hero's  *'(bnd  misgivings,") 
was  of  all  others  the  most  calculated  to  mar  her 
repose. 

Sudi  were  tlie  conjectures  of  Rcnmore,  who  had 
imw  lit  his  candle,  and  passed  onward  lo  the  room  | 
be  occupied.  If  be  had  gleaned  enough  from  ihisj 
parley  to  know  Uuit  the  pscuJo-prcachcr  was  still 
■s  unacceptable  to  Gertrude  as  lie  hail  hitherto 
been,  it  occurred  lo  htm,  now,  tliat  if  be  had  any 
rival  in  bcr  affections,  and  if  such  rival  were  the 
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person  he  bad  wi(neK«ed  in  ber  c»inpany  a  itlrart 
time  ]iik«i,  yet  that  ii  coultl  not  be  Quaiiduh.  It 
must  Ikuve  been  sonic  one  el»e. 

Meaulime,  various  mid  utoettlcd  as  his  surmises 
miglit.  be  on  this  bist  point,  they  gave  way  for  the 
present  to  the  cotwern  of  which  he  was  sensible  in 
Gcrlru<!e*s  In-balf,  when  lie  reflected  on  the  addi- 
tionul  constraint  snd  coercion  that  bad  doubtless  been 
just  exercised  on  her  feelings  as  regarded  Qusn- 
dish.  Ilis  concern  vas  indeed  due  to  the  lovely 
tubjectofibt  inlcresL  He  well  knew  that  die  native 
independence  of  licr  spirit  inuxt  hnve  xustainod  a 
severe  conflict  with  her  seiue  offiliiil  duty  in  con- 
bnting  any  propotiiliou  urged  by  her  purenu 

In  truth,  bis  surmi.%t>  were  juNt;  and  wcmay  add, 
ibnt  however  deTd'cnltnlly  the  elcnrcr-ttighted  girl 
may  have  suggctted,  not  only  her  inability  to  esteem 
tiie  preacher,  but  her  misgivings  m  to  tlie  alleged 
purity  of  liix  cluiructer,  her  remotmmnoc  only 
served  to  incense  her  blinder  pnre»t,  und  was  re- 
garded as  so  much  dictation.  The  pique  that  we 
may  i-emembcr  dame  W'ctlierby  hiid  exbibitetl  that 
morning,  ou  the  stibject  of  Estlaile's  remark  con- 
cerning Gertrude's  appearance  at  church,  had  no 
doubt  instigated  the  dame  to  make  ber  daughter 
"  feel  her  authority."  as  slic  would  have  expreaseJ 
it.  Accordingly,  the  unpaUtlablo  suit  had  been 
urged  with  more  imperativeness  than  ever,  and  a 
speedy  compliance  with  it  retiuired.     The  more 
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the  remonslraDcc  of  Gcrtrnde  was  expressed, 
he  more  it  unforluoalel;  irriuied  bcr  bigoletl  and 
inucibtc  piircnt,  who  felt  a  tacit  rvprnuch  to  hcr- 
nvlf  in  tlic  superior  ralmncss  And  address  of  her 
ilnughtrr.  The  suggestion  of  such  a  circumstance 
on  thv  part  of  Gertnidi-,  as  tliat  she,  her  parent, 
could  possibly  be  mistaken  in  the  rral  cluimctiT  of 
the  preacher,  or  of  nny  one,  so  much  longer  ait  h)ic 
had  lived  in  ii»e  world  than  her  (Uughtt-r,  wiM 
above  all  things,  a  subject  of  angry  exciiemeat  to 
the  st^pcioiu  and  pi4>us  ilunie. 

Mrs.  Weth«rby  uiny  yet  huve  to  leant  that  years 

twt  always  oonrer  dttcretion.  Gerirude  »  very 
loen  and  affection  of  manner  wu  cuiutrucd  into 
ti  Kpirit  of  provocaiion,  and  as  being  merely  adopted 
torcaderhcrof^Mwition  the  more  vexatioiu.  In  fact. 
Its  Mrs.  \N'eiherby  grew  more  excited  aitd  angry, 
she  was  of  course  less  ahli>  to  listen  to  reason,  or 
the  placid  remonstrance  of  eillier  justice  or  aflec-  , 
tion ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  itay  whether  Ovnrudc'a 
chief  concern  at  the  termination  of  this  painful  and 
profitless  confercnoc  was,  at  being  thus  unwillingly 
obliged  to  difTer  with  her  parent  ami  regret  her 
weakt)c»»  of  mind,  (for  Gerlnule  fiitgove  ber  ungcr 
in  compossion  for  h<T  blinditnw,)  or  to  repn^ale 
ihe  being  on  whose  account  she  had  been  sulijeeted 
to  so  much  vexation. 

One  of  the  chief  beutilies  of  GctuimIc's  cliarac- 
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icr,  in  wbicK  a!)  were  ao  estimable,  was  her  filial 
love  and  sense  of  duty  as  regarded  )>er  parent.  Sbe 
was,  in  truth,  all  lovely  in  mind  as  in  person,  Sbe 
did  not  evercts^  oppmilion  towards  the  unkind  ntd 
unreasonable  constraint  attempted  lo  be  impoMd 
on  her,  so  much  as  fed  regret  that  slic  was  obliged 
to  exercise  it.  llcr  natural  excellence  of  disposi- 
tion, even  had  it  not  been  cultivated  and  nur- 
tured ariglit  by  the  guidance  of  one  so  virtuous 
OS  iIk  curate  of  Lorton,  would  have  tnSuenced 
her  to  feel  thus.  But  she  fell  that  no  law  of 
paternal  control  ootild  force  her  into  resigning 
the  exercise  of  her  rrason  and  judgment,  to 
tny  nothing  of  her  tastes  or  nflections;  and  both 
reason  and  judgment  condemned  and  ilelected,  by 
a  itecref  whispeHng  too  strong  to  be  controlled  or 
silenced,  the  pecudo-prcachcr.  There  was  a  malice 
in  his  smile,  a  dc^gn  in  bis  countenance,  in  which 
she  cotdd  not  be  mistaken.  "  He  must  be  a  bad  man," 
she  tliought,  *'  who  can  luirbour  malice  or  design, 
and  both  are  too  strongly  written  on  his  brooding, 
dtsconlented  brow  to  be  misinterpreted." 

Female  fcnr  alone  would  have  been  a  sufRctenl 
excuse,  kIic  fdl,  for  repudiating  such  a  man.  But  all 
her  mtfigivings,  all  her  unwilling  resistance  to  tba 
demands  made  on  her,  won  countenance  in  her  mind 
from  the  feeling  that  not  Funion  himself  would  re- 
prove her  for  acting  in  opposition  to  her  parent, 
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wben  bcr  reNxtance  was  tliiu  oonsct«nlious)y  dic- 
tated. For  slie  exercised  it  tmt  only  in  her  own 
behalf,  but  because  »lte  tliought  it  due  (o  ber 
porCRt'*  essenltftl  buppiinsts  tlini  she  should  be 
spared  the  future  rc^^t  of  huvlng  sacrifKed  ber 
clitli)  (o  one  who  was  unworthy  of  lier,  tliou^  that 
parent  was  too  much  blinded  to  be  alive  to  the  arts 
practised  on  her. 

Strengthened  and  fortified  with  tliese  reflections, 
with  the  oottscioosneas  she  was  acting  rightly,  and 
that  Fenion — the  best  and  wisest  of  men  she  had 
erer  kiwwn — would  deem  Iter  justified  in  a  gentle 
yet  finn  resistance  to  the  wrong  done  her  parent 
no  less  than  herself,  Gertrude,  when  alone  and  iti 
tlie  silence  of  her  chamber,  whidi  ber  motl»cr  liad 
now  left,  pouml  ibrth  her  spirit  to  the  Power  tliat 
supports  the  weakrst, — thai  vindicates,  sooner  or 
later,  the  cause  of  assailed  innocence. 

This  debt  being  paid,  »Jic  recurred  to  tlwiights 
whidi  her  heart  mure  happily  contemplated.  Shtt 
recurred  to  ber  love  lor  Keninore,  and  no  lens  to  the 
consideration  that  he  was  indeed  a  being  worthy  to 
be  loved.  And  was  she  wrong  in  dniwing  (Iwi  con- 
clusion? Uow  mnch  had  his  heart  ami  mimi  been 
laid  open  to  ber ;  and  what  had  Hlie  witnessed  there 
that  was  not  exalted,  noble,  and  benevolent  i* 
If  such  a  man  were  bad  or  criminal  by  circum- 
stance, yet  be  never  conid  have  been  ito  by  nature. 
WhsieA'rr  bb  errors  miglil  have  bovn,  louV  but  in 
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lib  ouuntcnonco — hear  liim  IhiI  express  the  tlicutc 
of  his  heart  uiid  SfMrit,  und  you  "  w-otiltl  Toi^t^ 
tiictn  nil,"  0.1  llt«  poet  ^ys.  It  was  a  lanitaonj 
even  in  favour  of  lits  being  naturally  good,  and 
nuurally  inclined  to  appreciate  what  is  good — hb 
love  for  herself.  Did  tlic  pscudo-preaclwr  love  her  ? 
Not  he!  His  bwitt  and  sordid  spirit  was  incaixable 
of  any  sentiment  so  exalted,  so  praiseworthy. 

How  iorciblf  is  (he  coti»ideration  suggested  u 
us,  tlwii, — iliough  it  too  often  escapes  that  of  tb" 
wnrtd, — tluit  niiin  may  be  "  guilty  "  without  bdnj 
naturally  a  villitin.  Yet  the  world — the  reckless, 
half-judging,  undtwriuiiniiiing,  iiud  unfet^ling  worh 
—too  often  cundemiis  a  niaii  wholly  where  he  is 
only  partially  f^'illy; — too  often  deems  tlic  guilt 
which  is  ituluced  by  his  mi>forutnu  to  be  tiic  crime 
also  of  his  nature  t 

Had  Kenmore  known  all  that  thus  passed 
in  her  mind  as  regarded  the  tribute  it  paiil  lo 
himself,  he  would  have  slept  happily,  and  been 
luUrd  in  tlrcams  the  brightest.  But  his  conjec- 
tures relative  to  the  vexation  and  refrrct  she 
must  Ik  experiencing,  iit  consequence  of  the  hiio 
conference  with  her  mother,  occupied  him  too 
much  to  permit  him  to  Rnd  revt.  His  lieod  was 
not  more  turbidly  tossed  on  his  pillow  ilian  his 
heart  was  disturbc<l  by  tliese  oonsideraiiona  on 
her  acooanl;  and  in  which  was  again  alfbrded  a 
lestimonyof  the  sincerity  of  his  attachment  for  Iter. 
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"  WowUl  it  wpre  morntiig,"  tie  excluiiiinl,  "  iliat 
I  mt^iC  Itiuien  to  her  uile,  anil  aul  in  fx]>c)ling 
from  hvr  inim),  or  at  lea§t  diminUliiDg,  ili«  iinciuti- 
ntM)  ituit  bc!iieg*.>s  it !  1  will  urge  (o  her  tlte  ex- 
petlieiicy  of  lL>uuig  our  union  be  as  speedy  aa  pos- 
sible, that  I  may  remove  her  at  once  from  iJiit 
Bpot,  and  t))c  (liHgiiHtful  iioporttmity  lo  which  she 
it  licre  subject.  We  vrlll  ha.itei)  abroad.  An<l 
Mike  I  you  nhall  ac^company  iw  if  you  will,  and 
own  iliut  when  I  uiiiled  at  Gile  and  your  forlorn 
au^atie*,  I  cherisited  confidence  not  without 
juAiice." 

Willi  tJioc  tlioughtH,  which  took  tlieir  colour 
from  llie  ardour  aiul  sanguine  hope  iliat  wrre 
natural  to  uur  hero's  eharnctcr,  lite  time  winge<l 
on  its  way  till  the  rosy  dauni  had  »hed  iti  blush 
on  tho  meer  valcrs.  lie  nlarted  from  lib  bed 
and  Bung  oppn  tlic  cssemcnt,  chslliTngcd  by  tliu 
snn-rays  tliat  strcniiHtl  in  ihruiifili  t(,  and  look<.-d 
liasiily  out  upon  the  wiile  gloHiiig  Kcvne  before 
htm.  The  rrKiloNiii.-Mt  and  fevei*  of  his  mind 
CMi){h:  hut  n  nM)rn«nlHry  Nense  of  iIir  freshening 
charm  respired  from  witlioui,  and  ihe  ^le  (tint 
played  wtih  his  manly  dark  lock^  iiiipmrtrd  little  of 
its  balm  to  his  ibrohbing  tteart  or  lirain.  Hia 
soul  was  alreaily  on  the  wing  lo  meet  Gertrude — 
to  find  out  Gertrude— (o  br«ik  ilt^-lf  forth  in  Gef- 
irude's  behalf  no  less  than  its  own. 
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Wenecd  not  express  Oiat  his  vtcvrsits  rognrds  her 
were  far  from  Uiojh:  merely  of  sclfislincss.  No ;  the 
care  of  self,  if  it  wliispcrral  to  hiK  cotiscience,  wm  yet 
drowned  in  the  louiii-r  pleading*  uf  hit  jtist  aflection. 
Often,  a»  Iiiu  heen  heretofore  witnessed,  bail  be 
rbcn  thiu  early  to  hasten  forili  o?er  the  hill,  where 
GcrtnHle  was  wont  to  perform  her  jocund  rural 
tack  of  leading  her  kine  afield.  The  summons  of 
her  cheerful  horn,  as  its  mclodioits  echoes  wound 
over  the  maze  of  tioo<l  and  bank,  had  bnii  the 
s^rI  to  cull  htm  lortli.  But  he  listened  lor  it 
now  in  vain.  "  I  fear  all  a  not  well "  Ite  said,  as 
with  hasty  step  and  beating  heart  he  hied  forth  to 
the  slope  that  over)ooke<l  the  lunn,  and  in  wbidi 
direction,  as  we  may  reroen)l)er,  tlie  lovely  lienl- 
mbtress  was  accustomed  to  drive  her  kiiie  forth  aa 
tbdr  daily  range. 

Leaving  Kenmorc,  then,  to  follow  upon  her 
track,  we  will  oiitieipale  him  in  joining  her. 
Never  till  the  loathed  and  feared  pseudo-preacher 
liad  crossed  her  parent's  threstmid  had  she  known 
wliat  it  wiu  to  fi-cl  thp  pure  lively  current  of 
her  native  l>iM>y.iii=y  nn<l  gladness  cliL-i'ked  or  sul- 
lied. It  ha<l  flowed  chevrful  and  untainted  asany 
silvery  rill  that  poureil  at  her  fk-et  from  the  rode 
above  her,  and  wliere  her  entile  stooped  in  their 
wanderings  to  <Irink.  The  new  and  happier  tide 
of  feeling  which  had  arisen  in  her  breast, — taught  to 
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tt  bad  been,  by  her  aflTcction  for  one  bu 
worth;  to  awaken  it  as  oar  hero, — hud  wosImmI  away 
till  iKiw  the  taint  her  spirit  had  grieved  over,  in  the 
check  to  its  hap|>inL-3N  aflordud  bj-  QuanJish's  dis- 
tutiiAil  sitit.  The  more  than  u«ttnl  di'lrrniiniittoo 
her  parent  lind  evinced  on  ih«  prM-rdinj*  (rvcning 
to  pnts  it,  occasioned  her  a  iitrugf{le  more  pninTiil 
than  she  had  lor  some  time  experienced ;  fvr  nbe 
felt  that  her  (ate  van  coming  to  some  aisis,  and  that 
if  she  were  not  pcrmillol  to  Hiitl  peace  or  free- 
dom or  choice  at  h«>ine,  the  would  he  obliged  to  aeek 
refuge  ebewbero.  And  her  tlmuf^hts  directed  tliem 
naturallj'  to  our  bero  and  Fenton  by  lurnK,  u  those 
From  wlwm  she  must  Mck  protection  and  succoar. 
Such  Were  tl>c  reflections  of  disquiet  and  paia 
which  the  experienced,  and  which  had  no  right 
to  iniruih!  on  a  (xnsom,  pure,  guileless,  and  un> 
offending  lu  her  own.  She  had,  as  iiMial.  gone 
forth  ou  tier  early  matin  ta^.  hut  with  step  less 
bilOj«Dt,  oa  Im-  heart  was  leu  free  and  light.  She 
had  walked  silently  along  on  the  track  of  Imt  kine, 
fbrigGthil  to  rouse  them  as  usual  whh  the  glad  chal- 
lenge of  the  horn  that  now  hung  listleiidy  by  her 
side,  lliosc  }oyoiis  waking  rays  of  mom  smiled 
not  on  her,  as  \>ont,  to  uwakcn  ihc  answer  of  her 
smile  in  rctunt,  uor  to  light  up  in  tlie  bright  con- 
tagion of  their  joy  her  pure  and  spotless  heart. 
Those  ^arkling  dew-pearb  had  shone  not  more 
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boumllvssly  around  Iter  than  criewhilv  luul  glowed 
tlic  wide,  tinlxHiiKli^  joy  uf  ht.t  spirit.  TImwc 
rM}--tiiil£il  (lews,  like  U'ars  wept  by  rnscs,  glilUiri)^ 
ovei'  tlie  swonl  which  her  light  step  hJiimmcd— they 
had  shone  iMt  more  radiaat  than  her  bright  and 
happy  tliouglits.  lliu  bnlm-hrcutli  of  earth's  in- 
eense,  stfsim-il  up  in  iu  nuilin  tribute  of  frAgraacc 
Trofn  herb  and  flower,  wax  itot  fmltcr  tlwn  bad 
bcc^n  but  lutely  the  pure  glow  of  her  ^rit  that 
tuule<l  it.  The  cni-ol  of  a  ihouKuinl  fcnlhercd 
»ong8ter§  around  Iicr  path  over  woo<llund  and  bluit- 
soflicd  tncad  was  not  more  joyful  than  the  spirit* 
song  her  heart  n^cd  to  pnur  forth  in  ils  liappiness 
and  hcalih.  But  licr  spiril-fong  whs  now  jarred 
with  discord,  and  the  li(;ht  on  her  brow  clouded,  as 
she  roainisd  onward  with  her  herd,  she  heeded  Dot 
whither;  wlien  sudtU-nly  a  giiunt  fonn  strode  arroas 
her  path,  as  she  Bl^rlct)  and  limknl  to  «cv  wlw  it 
WB«  that  rose  thus  phanlora-like  before  lier.  It  was 
old  ^fike,  who  saluted  her  somewhat  abruptly,  as 
he  smiled  and  satd — 

"  Wluit,  how  <  niy  fair  mixtntss  of  l}ie  herd  I 
wtittlier  are  your  ihouglils  wimdrring?  for  surely  »o 
tlicy  are,  since  you  perceite  m>t  your  cattle  bave 
straj'etl  along  yonder  stony  ridge,  where  nor  bird 
finds  seed,  nor  bcnst  pasturage,  nor  has  Jiving  tiling 
a  dwelling,  wve  only  old  Mike  in  the  cell  bdow 
in  the  rock-side  ?" 
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And  ber«  the  old  mariner  b^ipin,  u  he  belt 
might,  redainiing  ike  irunot  kine  from  ilietr  wan- 
derings, while  Oi:rIniJi',  now  being  rcriiilcd  lo 
herself,  tlinnkcd  Mike  fur  his  kind  ofEcen,  and 
wound  hrr  honi  Ui  (Ik  tpeedy  recover;  uf  her 
herd  fnmi  ibeir  deviotu  ranihUng. 

"  And  (nay  die  fdd  man  ask  when;  tliu  lovely 
herd-roiMTcaa's  thoughts  might  he,  tJiitt  thry  lorgot 
Imt  bvourile  care  of  the  poor  things  whote  h>wingii 
tH>w  MMwer  her  signal  ?" 

"Kay,  Mike,"  rcpUed  Gertrude,  attempting  to 
Msame  sotneof  Iter  wonted  cheerfulness,  "a  wiznnl 
like  j^ourself  needs  not  to  ask  that  queition,  since 
he  can  (as  I'm  told)  rc»d  the  thoughts  tlteiiMiIvcs 
of  mankind;"  ami  so  saying,  she  hastened  on 
towards  l>cr  Itcrd,  witthing  tJic  old  mariner  good 
morning,  and  tluuiking  him  again  fur  (wiping  Iwr 
to  reclaim  Iter  cattle  tlial  liaU  wandered. 

"  Wtll,  well  I"  *aid  the  old  man,  looking  after 
her;  "tJiere  is  doubtlexs  tliat  in  diy  heart  tliat 
renders  solitude  jusi  at  present  preferable  to  lim 
coflipatny  of  any  one,  or  rather  any  but  one.  And 
yet,"  continued  die  old  man,  "  I  have  seen  her  on 
Ute  hill  before  now,  and  aocoste^l  lier,  but  luiYe 
never  wimcsNvd  her  fnir  brow  so  clouded,  hci* 
step  so  listless,  nor  her  cheerfulness  mi  forced,  as 
tliis  morning.  1  should  not  wondu-r  if  that  hypo- 
■  crite  saint  that  vexes  Iter  with  his  suit  is  the  cause 
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of  this  turmoil  to  the  poor  lass.  But  let  hrm  look 
to  it  ^— it  is  cnoagli  thnt  she  is  belovn)  by  otic  whom 
tliisQuand'ulilintcsibulwlioisitenrtoMilcvns  though 
he  wcro  his  own  child.  Lt.-l  him  look  to  it — bow 
be  harms  lli<:  one  oi-  the  other." 

Thus  mnitering  to  himself,  tlte  old  m«n  tirode 
nloiig  townnla  liis  cell,  pauMUg  a  moment  on  the 
cliff-brow  ere  he  ciesceHiJetl  the  rude  steps  in  the 
rock,  (IS  he  looked  bnek  on  the  track  of  Oertnide, 

hen  he  observed  two  forms  instead  ofoiie. 

**  Ay,  I  tlwught  so  !  When  was  ilie  Bcautv  of 
Buitermcrc  cvvr  left  long  ntone  but  that  galUtit 
iberc  wns  not  by  her  tide  ?"  And  the  old  nun 
paused  a  moment  os  he  slood  looking  at  Gertrude 
•ml  our  hero,  for  it  wns  himst-lf  that  had  now 
joined  her,  until  they  h»d  tunictl  round  ilte  stope 
nii<l  were  hidden  from  liim,  when  Iw  exclaimed,  as 
he  hurried  down  (he.  Kle^w,  and  at  the  same  time 
broke  from  tlie  somewhat  painful  musing  into 
which  he  had  fallen—"  Poor  children  I  You  arg 
worthy  a  better  fate.  Formed  for  each  other,  In 
beauty  of  mind  as  of  person,  no  wonder  «  secret 
spell  bus  brought  you  together, — no  wonder  yon 
loTo.  "What  shall  ye  not  ye«  suffer  (or  aoe 
nnolher  I  Your  sufferings  as  yet  are  lif^it  to  what 
tlH7  shall  be — to  what  old  Mike  would  gladly 
veil  from  bis  dream  .  .  ,  poor  girl !  .  .  .  the 
innocent,  ibe  beautiful,  to  be  the  Npon  of  such  a 
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sentence !  And  Ar  loo  .  .  ,  but  did  I  not 
warn  htm  i  What  inlittuation  ww  it  l«l  liim  ta 
mock  my  Hiiperstilioa,  »s  lie  culled  il,  nnd  point  to 
hope  and  security^  thai  I  fear  niiut  never  h«  his. , 
But  who  can  talk  to  one  that  loves,  wiili  u  tiupe  of 
being  IJatenn]  to  ?  Did  I  not  warn  him,  I  sav, 
that  this  frenzy  or  love  would  bcrnlaltohiin  — 
would  prow  tltc  rosy  clue  that  slwuld  \k»A  hiiii 
into  the  trammrls  lie  may  never  escape  from  ?  In- 
nocent and  kxrcly  betrayer  of  him,  must  you,  too, 
fall  into  tlic  pit  that  ynwni  for  htm  ?  I  would  not 
think  v>.  1  would  nwrt  the  doom,  or  at  Icnst 
protract  it.  I  would  tliwarl  the  enemy,  ibeblooil- 
thinty  Judas,  that  would  wreak  bia  ImtanowonyoD 
both.  If  I  cnnnoi  save  you  eventually ,— if  I  cannot 
avoid  the  end, — I  may  at  least  aid  you  tat 
lime ;  but  for  what  ?  To  keep  up  the  mere  fal- 
lacy of  a  ibnd  hope.  It  is  but  vnin — vain  after  all." 
So  saying,  the  old  man  descended  to  his  cetlf 
while  we,  meantime,  will  return  to  Gertrude,  whom' 
we  have  witnecacd  as  having  been  joined  by  our 
hero.  He  bad  lor  yaxnt^  time  looked  for  her  in 
vnio,  since  she  bad  wandered  so  much  from  her 
usual  track ;  but  on  hearing  the  notes  of  her  born 
awakened  on  llie  occasion  of  ftllkc's  timely  inter- 
veniion,  he  bod  tunicd  his  steps  in  the  direcliunj 
whitlier  thry  guided  him,  and  liad  at  length  cmr 
up  to  bur. 
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All  that  lib  conjecture*  liad  whispered  relative 
to  the  "conference  between  herself  nnd  her  parent 
on  the  preceding  evening  were  rerificd  in  the  dis- 
closure he  now  iibtained  from  Iter. 

"  By  heavens,  I  should  not  lore  you  !"  be  ex~ 
clninied,  passionately,  "  if  I  did  not  counsel  you  at 
once  10  place  yourself  beyond  ihe  reach  of  this  per- 
secution— I  can  call  it  nothing  else." 

Gertrude  looked  at  htm  inquiringly,  »«  if  lo  luk 
what  was  the  course  he  would  sug^l,  sb  he  con- 
linueil,  scornfully — "the  persecution  of  ihiswiiV/ 
For  who  does  not  know  thai  of  all  persecution  the 
•  religious'  is  the  wont  ?  I,  perhaps,  know  some- 
thing nMreof  this  saint  than  yourself." 

"  Speak  !"  she  replied,  eameslly  ;  "  lell  me 
^iinl — and  confirm  my  just  apprehensions  t>f  his 
dark  ai>d  dangerous  cimmctcr.  I  could  then  con- 
vince my  mother-      I  have  k«ig  surnu«ed  this." 

"  'I'hal  is,"  rcplii-d  Ileiimoi-e,  klighily  hesitating, 
^  I  know  cmw/h  of  him  to  tell  you  that  your 
npprchcni'ionK  are  fur  from  groundless." 

"  Do  you  know  him,  tlien  ?  or  have  you  known 
anything  relative  to  his  hi*lory  ?" 

f  "SOf  ,  • .  no  i  I,  of  course,  know  nodiing  of  him 
further  than  what  I  hare  heard,  which  is  mi:rety 
(Ilia — that  his  tanctimoniou*  character  of  preacher 
is  a  'part'  Ive  'plays'  for  his  convenience,  and  in 
order  to  live  by  the  cmlnlity  of  oiIkts.     This   I 
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liAve  heard — in  fact,  not  niuctt  more  than  vunr  sur- 
mises  bxve  conjectured ;  but  enough  to  pruvt;  th«nij 
right." 

'*Tben  yoa  c«n  tell  nw  aolliing  funlier  than  I 
have  alrcadv  suggested  to  my  motEicr  ?" 

•'  \\liy — that  is — no,  no ; . . ,  certainly.  I  noukl 
recommend  you  to  say  nothing  to  licr  of  my  lta*iii){ 
ooiifiriiml  your  ill  augury  conccriiiii^  tlii*  iniiii. 
It  would  o«ly  exasperate  her  fuiilier.  V'our utler 
aiid  belter  course  ia  at  onoe  to  avoid  Uie  reach  of 
hilt  importuoitiesr  by  quitting  your  parent's  roo^J 
and  placing  yourself  under  Mr.  FeiHon's  care,  and 
eventually  luidcr  tlut  of  myself— your  distined 
kusband.  I.eave  it  to  time  to  coBviiioe  Mrs. 
■Weiherby:  nor  will  it  nxjuire  any  very  long  tline 
to  do  BO,  for  (luarL  me  !)  lliu  moment  all  Itupcs  uf 
winning  you  on  his  pan  arc  lost  to  him,  he  will  at 
once  fling  aside  the  wmctimoniofts  veil  under  which 
he  has  hitlierto  appenred  to  her,  (he  better  to  pmc- 
tise  on  bcr  credulity,  and  shew  himself  in  all  the 
naked  deformity  of  his  tiuturul  ferocity  and  re- 
vengeful chanictvr." 

*'  Then  you  do  know  hw  character  to  be  iliis?" 
again  inquirn)  Gcrtrudi-i  earnestly,  not  uttogclhcr 
widiutit  lurpriiic  lluit  Kenniorv  diil  nut  fulluw  up 
more  dcicidedly  hit  eundemiiatian  of  llio  pseudo- 
saini. 

"  Why,  yen"  lie  replied ;  "  1  have  reaioii  to 
tftioA  Ml, — liiat  is,  t  have  Jttttrd " 
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"  Heai^  what  ?  do  tell  me !" 

"  My  dear  love,"  resumed  Renmore,  "  I  con- 
sider il  the  part  of  genenxui^  never  to  nccme 
])eople  on  mere  hearsaj*;  and  I  iherelbre  will  not 
degrade  myself  either  in  roy  owm  or  your  esteem 
by  asserting  what  I  could  not  precisely  prove. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  I  hare  licard  th«  basest  accounts 
of  this  mnn ;  be  content  with  thi<i.  Be  satisfied 
fiirilier,  tliat  it  ts  your  duty  to  yourself,  to  your 
parent,  to  myself,  let  me  ndd,  who  love  you,  and 
to  whom  you  arc  bctrotlKd,  to  p?iicc  yourself  be- 
yond  live  reach  of  any  furtlK-r  import  unities  of  this 
man." 

Tlic  tone  of  candour  witli  which  Itenmorv  had 
uttered  these  words,  warmed  as  it  was  into  earnest- 
ness for  hor  wvlfure,  and  pasiionnte  with  the  spirit  of 
affection,  entirt'ly  removed  from  her  mind  thesentc 
of  sufprisc  that  the  involuntary  hesitation  of  his 
reply  concerning  Qtumdish  had  occasioned  a  mo> 
ment  past,  lie  hud  at  the  same  time  taken  her 
hand  iu  hb  own,  as  he  continued — "  IleEitate  not, 
then,  to  seek  the  succour  and  protection  of  Mr. 
Fenton's  roof  as  a  first  step,  and  before  our  union 
enables  me  to  remove  you  with  myself." 

"  I  have  sought  this  Kiiccour;  I  luivu  already 
imparted  to  him  the  enibarnKsmetit  under  which 
1  have  been  placed.  Il  was  but  yesterday  evening 
1  took  leave  of  him " 

"  Tlwn  it  win  Fenion  I  saw  you  part  from 
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0.1   I  retaroed   from   iJte  party   at  wliicb  I  bu^l 
been?" 

"  Yes,  y« ;  he  brought  mc  back  front  I^rton, 
where  I  bad  passed  tbc  day.  Tlierc  was  u  tiinn 
when  scorccly  a  week  paswd  wiibout  my  ranibliog 
over  tlic  bilk  (Q  Lorton.  U  be  not  us  a  fallter  to 
nie?  Until  Intuly,  until  lbi«  Quondtsb  has  Juflu- 
eoccd  my  nwilicr'*  miitd,  I  Imd  Ixx-ii  pvriiiillul  by 
her  to  go  to  Lorton  ;  but  of  late " 

..."  She  has,  of  ooune,  itnenlicted  your  going. 
Bui  yesterday  you  took  the  op|Kiriuiiity  of  ht& 
coming  over  here  to  accompany  him  b»ck  on  his 
invitation  f 

Gertrude  nodded  assent,  as  Renmore  proceeded — 
*'  And  liHvc  you  confided  to  him  ih«  secret  of  our 
MUchineiu?  us  well  as  told  him  of  tli'ts  disgustful 
hypocrite's  pertinacity  in   seeking  you  fur  hiin- 

■eif'r 

"  1  have  indeed  informed  him  you  uld  a  humble 
viUage  girt  you  loved  her,  and  -  — " 

•  .  t  "  And  did  he  not  lielieve  you  ?"  .  .  . 

Gertrude  hesitated  in  a  confusion  that  reiiderrd 
her  yet  more  beautiful,  as  the  tear  and  iJ>e  bluxh 
nt  once  spoke  tJie  fears  and  tlie  hopes  of  love ; 
while  Itcnmorc  clasped  her  to  his  heart  ns  he  con- 
tinued, "  Yes;  1  know  nil  Ik  must  have  told  ynu— 
namely,  all  you  have  already  xtirniitied  when  [ 
oflered  you  ibi*  hand — tltat  the  difference  ofotir 
Rtation  in  life  remlered  tlt«  sincerity  of  my  avowal 
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(loubtrul.  Tl>«rc  is  btit  one  wny  to  convince  him ; 
for  you,  dcamt,  you,  1  iruot,  piece  um  maclr  reli- 
ance on  mc  to  tloiibi  me.  There  i»  hut  cmc  way 
lo  convince  htm — (Iiai  is,  for  it*  lo  hapten  to  him, 
10  kneet  nt  hts  feet,  implore  his  blesnng  ^M'fore  tha 
attar  of  hi^ven,  and  pray  him  to  unite  iheM>  hantlt 
of  oum  which  now  clasp  each  other,  in  an  iudis- 
Golnble  bond.  Tliis  is  but  just  to  yourself, — to  the 
tmih  of  my  alfcction  for  yon.  This  is  the  only 
uecure  way  yon  have  of  placing  yourself  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  tmharntssmcnt  occasional  you, 
not  more  by  thc«c  distasteful  addressesi  which 
render  yonr  life  fmtight  with  fear  nnd  pain,  than 
the  blind  coercion  of  a  parent  that  acts  more  from 
ignorance  than  unkindncss,  as  I  am  willing  to  be- 
lieve. Have  you  rtrcngth  of  mind — have  you  rcso- 
ItilHin — lo  follow  this  course  ?— to  remove  from  your 
parent'*  rooH* — notwithstanding  the  reproaches  that 
will  be  nhowered  on  you  in  consequence  of  mich  a 
step,  on  the  part  of  her  mi&taken  feehng  7" 

«  I  haw  fortitude"  replied  Gertrude,  "  to 
h«ir  nil  irinN,  where  conscience  tells  me  I  am 
juslilied,  nnd  for  one  on  whom  my  heart  is  b^ 
stowed."  And  luislie spoke,  her exprcssii-e  and  beau- 
tiful countenance  wore  an  aspect  of  mingled  rescH 
lutton  and  affection,  as  she  ansuxml  Kcnmore's 
glance,  that  impressed  him  with  scarcely  l«n  ave 
than  bve. 

"  It  b  enough ;   that  brief  aentence  has  repakl 
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me  for  a  world  of  anxious  tbuuglil,  of  paiuful  ^t 
dear  tfOJicitude,  fdt  since  Ui«  first  tnomcnt  I  uiw 
you-  Mj  (Icufcst,  my  proudest  liopc  was,  tltcB,  lo 
oiU  j'uu  one  day  mine.  IT  dcatli  ilM-lf  was  to  b« 
my  unavoklablc  doom,"— (and  livn:  liJs  voice  (ran* 
bl«l,  nuL  more  from  certain  muliuicbuljr  fun;- 
txMling!^  tbai  stole  ovef  liis  Ucan,  iliaii  liii;  tDiioiiou 
liis  love  fuf  bef  occauoued,) — "ui  tUn  bitter  buluiicv 
to  diat  joy  1  feel  in  poMeesing  you ;  yet  vrould  1 
not  forego  it,  if  I  mw>i  alto  forego  the  pride,  the 
rspturci   whicii   iwdl*,  pty.bcari  in   iiuving   won 

Well  miglit  tlie  pentua  who  had  quslificatiou* 
worthy  of  cngi^tng  the  aircc(ion&,  and  ycl  more, 
winning  the  heart,  of  die  Beauty  of  Buttcrinerc,— 
Uic  idol  uf  unirenwl  pr«i»e,  love,  nuil  ndn'.truiiou,^ 
give  vent  to  his  feulingi  lu  Ucumore  luuJ.  And  lie 
was  about  to  proceed  to  appoint  the  period  of  liir 
tlirowiog  Iwpielf  on  Fenton's  protection,  as  a  6nl 
6tcp  (o  hb  joining  her  witii  a  view  to  their  union, — 
vhcn  the  wrprisc  and  dismay  of  both  lumself  ati<l 
Uertriide  were  occasioned  by  the  suddm  nppeur- 
iif  too  persons,  cotieerning  whose  inlriuioii 
at  this  moment,  together  wiili  its  rceull*,  we  inusL 
consult  our  next  cliiipur. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


"  Thai  U  good  deceit 
WUoli  man  liim  fist  di«t  fiat  bUndi  deceit." 


Daue  Wetbf.rbt  b(Kl,on  tlie  proceding  eTeii- 
in^  suggested  to  QuandUli  that  be  might  step  up  oa 
ifac  ibllowiog  morning  uiid  leurn  llie  result  of  her 
conference  with  the  "headstrong  girl,"  as  she 
termed  Gertrude.  The  preacher,  nothing  loath  to 
obey  the  summons,  did  not  fail  to  repair  betimes  to 
the  lioslclrie^  and,  with  a  more  than  usually  sancti- 
monious twang,  procccxiCTl  to  tbc  "sacred"  subject 
uf  his  visit)  after  having  duly  inquired  conceniing 
[be  health  of  the  widow  Wetherby  in  (he  first  in- 
stance. 

"  And  what  comforting  wonh  haili  my  esteemed 
hostess  for  her  poor  servant  ?"  he  asked.  "  Uath 
she  balm — yea,  balm  even  of  Gilead— to  pour  into 
his  wounded  spirit  :*  Ilath  she  prevailed  with  the 
damsel  aught  in  his  behalf?     Say  not  *  nay.' " 

So  Kpokc,  or  »pake  ns  himself  would  have  «aid. 
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the  saintly  QuandUb :  while  dame  Wethcrbv  Uiw 
*'  made  answer  and  said," — giving  back  twang  fur 
twang,  and  prusincu  ibr  cant.  Tlicy  liJid  walked 
froni  tliv  htMtciric  by  i\k  piithwny  ilirotijith  t)tc  ficlda 
skirting  the  dairy  nttachtd  tu  tlie  farni  premises. 

"A  'wayward  spirit  1'  a  '  stifT-ntckcil  gcncrn- 
tioQ  r  good  Mr.  Quandish,  1  am  sortly  gri«vcd  la 
say, — ay,  and  wise  in  her  own  conceiL     Alas  t  welll 
taitb  the  wUc  king,  tlist  a  bcadstmng  and  vaiq] 
of&pring  is  a  repTxtacli  unto  its  mother.  Sucli  is  ibfl 
rcrlum  for  my  uxi  miicli  Iwii^rncy,— my  (oo  little  re-' 
nraint  ofher  wayward  will.    Hut  be  or  good  cheer; 
a  parent*)  ouihority  may  yet  be  felt, — yea,  be  of 
good  dteer."     (Qiiiindis]i  sighed  dwply,  pcrliapK 
weary  of  Mrs.  Weilierby's  "Icngibinesa,"  perhaps 
out  of  regret  that  his  suit  fared  so  Umcly.)     "  Nay,' 
let  not  tliy  heart  fail  nor  thy  sprrii  be  grieved.   The 
stubborn   generation,    I   »ay    again,   may  yet   be 
brought  under  tl»e  yoke.     Verily,  slie  has  had  too 
much  her  own   way.     Her  goings  out  ami  her 
lings  in  have  hitherto  been  unrestrained.     At 
le  time  Blie  must  needs  take  it  into  licr  head  logo 
over  and  pay  a  vbit  to  the  Lorlon  minister,  Mr. 
Fenion."    (Tlic  moei-dissenter's  tiice  here  put  on 
a  due  grimace  of  surprise  and  repugnance.)     "At 
another,  fche  will  nuiiblv  all  alone  along  ihc  hills  to 
Keswick,  or  Helvcllyn,  or  where  she  likcth,— yen, 
•ltd    tliis  frvedou)    and   independence,    alie    will 
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Miy, '  *ui(etb'  ti«r  dinrocter,  and  maketh  hvr  Vitv 
liuppy  1  ...  I  will  &O0II  put  a  bv  acrou  ihuM 
irunnctes.  Trust  me,  the  '  stiff- necked  geiieration' 
sluill  be  reclaimed  to  reason,  and  a  knowledge  of 
what  is  ben  for  lier  interests." 

The  pious  QiuiiidUli  osmmUviI  to  this  proposition 
of  iising  a  little  gentle  restraint,  while  at  the  snnie 
time  he  uitcrwJ  nnollicr  sigh,  —  or  snort  rather 
tltrotigli  liis  nose,  meAnl  for  a  stgb,— «s  be  conti- 
nued, "  Out  believe  me,  1  xhouki  grieve  to  lliink 
the  damsel  wss  put  lu  nny  pain  on  nry  account. 
You  may  crcxbt  tiic  when  I  stty  I  luvc  nixl  cherish 
bcr  in  uiy  beurt  uk»  well  ui  deure  to  see  her  Itappi- 
iiess  (or  whiit  site  eoHsideiiith  w)  obrklged.  He 
not  too  rigoixius.  Nny,  pritht-e,  trcut  bcr  fondly, 
and  prgcectl  gently  and  gmdually." 

"  It  witi  l>c  for  her  good — for  her  guo<l.  She 
will  thank  me  for  it  hereafter.  Wlio  knows?  it 
may  be  saving  her  from  Ute  mare*  of  t)>c  ungntlly 
to  secure  her  union  to  a  chuseu  ant)  blessed  workrr 
in  the  field  of  lolvaiMm." 

Yet  another  s^g\^,  or  nasal  snort.  expre»iv«  m 
once  of  assent  and  eompunction  un  ihc  jiart  of  the 
•'dmsen"  preaclier,  (certainly  not  "chosen"  by  Ger- 
trude,} drowned  the  remainder  of  the  coiiwieutious 
dame's  discourse,  while  it  also  served  to  drown 
(juandisb's  secret  prupeaKity  to  laugli  ai  lier  zeol 
in  the  cause  of  hiin^lf  and— religiuii. 
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'  Nay,  prncml  gently,  gcfllly,  dearsinier  Wethcr- 
by,"  be  once  u^in  laiil,  looking  lu  uuicumoniotitly 
(lotefu],  and  awkwardly  tender,  as  any  paeutlo-suini 
ever  did  in  venting  a  piece  of  liypocritical  benevo- 
lence. "  I  once  a|;ain  tcIJ  tliw,  and  verity  iio 
counsel  ihee  from  the  boitocn  of  my  heart,  (where 
no  ){iiik-  is!)  mtt  to  be  too  rigorous  with  the  maiden  ; 
albeit  wc  ore  told  that  imporliinily  in  the  end  doctti 
much ;  and  *  knock,  and  it  itUnll  be  opened*  U  n 
lexi  thai  may  yet  be  n  balm  to  our  hop««.  But, 
yet  again  1  cluirge  tliee,  be  not  liarxli  vrllh  tin; 
damsel.  'i*hy  too-kindly  meant  zeal  will  be  ill 
utvdentood,  and  only  oceuion  a  more  deiennlneil 
resbtunce  on  her  part." 

"  'lite  JczBl>el !"  exclaimed  ilome  WetlKriiy, 
forfeiting  the  language  of  Uk  '*  saint"  in  that  of 
the  angry  no  less  than  weak  "rioncr."  "The 
*  Jezabel  I'  she  is  not  a  persm  to  be  won  over  by  too 
much  leniency  ;  not  she." 

But  juft  at  this  moment,  two  forms  appeared 
in  sight,  at  tlie  end  of  the  pathway  along  which 
dome  Welherby  ami  the  "  pscudo-prcaclicr"  were 
concocting  Uieir  pious  p)un«.  'Die  liKtcr  sturied 
involnntui-tiy  as  he  descried  tliem,  an*)  forgot  at 
th«  moment  hia  sanctimnniotis  cliai-acter,  and  iia 
accompnying  style  of  speaking,  as  be  ejaculated 
ill  his  surprise — 

"  The  dtvil .'"...  when  he  coiuiiiued,  cl»ccking 
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liimsdr — "  Abem ! — I  mean,  good  Mi-&.  Wetlierby, 
to  say  that  the  devil,  tlie  enemy  of  inmikitul, 
(ab«m  !)  is  ever  at  work  to  thwart  our  ^xxl  inten- 
tions. .  .  .  Dost  thou  sect"  he  continues),  willi 
affected  composure,  "  at  the  end  of  yonder  green 
glnde,whvrcit  mcctsour  pathway,  thoeo  iwofiguresi' 
IVll  mc  aright,  whom  Utketit  ll»ou  them  lo  be?" 

"  Wiiy,  blest  iitei  if  it  is  itot  my  (bMitwdicnt 
dattgliter  walkinj;  with  tlie  gueslat  my  inn^Coloncl 
Renmore."  .  .  . 

..."  Coitmel  Renmore  !"  ejaculated  Quaiulish, 
with  a  sneering  antl  demoniac  laugh. 

<'  Why,  is  itot  tliat  bis  name  l-"*  inquired  Mrs. 
\\'et)>erbyf  mistaking  t))e  meaning  of  his  meiri* 
menu 

'*  Oh  yes,  that  1.1  bis  name  I**  repUed  Quaiidi«h, 
— "  and,"  Ire  added  to  bimsdf,  "  it  is  net."  Ttu* 
circumsumce,  however,  he  was  wiihlicld  tn>m 
avowing,  hy  the  consideration  (as  has  been  previ- 
ously explained)  that  if  he  on  bis  part  had  aoy 
cxpoHirc  to  make  as  regarded  Kenmorc,  yel 
that  he  himself  wa»  liable  lo  a  similar  rcudialion. 
He  therefore  bridled  bi»  tongue,  iliough  burning 
with  rage  and  vexation  at  tlie  thought  which 
now  at  once  took  possession  of  bis  mind,  at 
seeing  in  Ilenmorc  the  favoured  rival  of  his — not 
alTections  indent — but  interested  plans  as  regarded 
securing  "  the  Beauly"  nnd  her  fortutre. 
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Of  coorsc,  QuanduJi  judged  of  Ilenmor«  in  this 
respect  by  himseir.  lie  could  not  imagine,  knowing 
oor  hero's  exigencies,  that  heliaduiyiliingbut  bitfr- 
rested  views  at  bean  as  regarded  Uenrude.  He 
wonid  have  mocked  at  the  idea  of  that  deep  and 
reaJ  ofiGCtion  Renmore  entertained  for  ber<— a  sen- 
lineiit  of  which  llie  grovelling  spirii  of  the  pseudo> 
njnt  was  incapable.  The  conviction  nt  once 
flttdied  npon  bis  mind,  tlint  Reninorc  wm  the  pcTsoo 
to  whom  Gertrude's  Taiih  hod  been  plighted.  He 
knew  well  tltu  inimeiisurnble  Hupcriority  of  qualifi- 
cations, l)odi  of  miinner  and  pennu,  as  compared 
witli  hb  own,  which  his  rival  poaawncdi  and  his 
nocompanytng  influence  and  oKoi-ndancy  over  the 
fcmnlc  mind. 

If  ever  n  spirit  of  pcfsr«tiiion  as  regarded  our 
lucklcffi  hero  had  possctaictl  tlie  savage  no  teaa' 
than  dogged  npirit  orQnaiuliAh,  it  was  now  enler- 
talned  by  hint  tcnfuld.  "  Let  him,"  he  mut- 
tered to  htm»cir,  ill  uliiiost  breadiless  agitaiiun,  as 
his  sullen  features  became  yet  more  revolting  in 
their  fiendiili  expression — "  Let  him  take  heed, 
and  not  be  behind  hand  in  paying  the  nmney  with 
which  be  buys  of  me  the  temporary  rt.-s{>itc  of  hti  ■ 
doom  ! — let  him  take  heed,  the  day  ts  not  far  off  I" 
Not  Sbylock  liimscif  could  havu  come  in  plated 
the  claiming  bis  "  bond"  with  more  demoniac 
exultation  in  case  of  its  forfeit,  Utan  Quandish  felt 
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on  tl»e  present  occa>ion,  u  tie  looked  Ibnrunl  lo 
reveDging  liimself  on  the  ob&tacle  to  liLs  UtatreM 
worldly  objects,  id  case  lie  should  fiiil  lo  pay  lum 
tliG  unlmlluwed  d«bt  of  tho  "  hualt-inutiey,"  of 
wliicl)  be  bad  extorted  tbc  promise. 

While  ihcBC  tlioughts  pnssnl  rapklly  through  the 
brvust  of  ibti  "  preacher,"  djimc  Wcllicrby's  eya 
had  not  been  idle  in  glancing  otcr  hh  counteiinnce, 
wlieie  she  pei'ceired  an  exprEasioii  of  t-xdttiucnt 
so  opposite  to  tluit  whidi  lie  generally  won  («t 
leMst  in  her  presence)  of  sanctimonious  nieekneai 
and  hum'tlily,  that  bcr  fears  were  in  sonte  degree 
uwalicned,  as  she  demanded  — 

**  \Vhy,  what  is  ilic  matter,  good  Mr.  Quandtsh  ? 
Ygu  seem  (olook  very  wtrncsiiy  townrdc  my  ilaiigh- 
tcr  nnd  the  C^loiieh  li  there  any  caitsc  of  alarm  i 
He  is  a  perfect  gentleman,  and  a  friend,  Gcnrudc 
tdls  me,  of  Mr.  Fenton." 

"Oh  not"  repliwl  Qnandisli,  hiunily,  while  he 
endeavoured  lo  i-i-ntinic  his  vnioudiiicu  of  oxpecti 
"  Oil  no  !  de«in  not,  good  Mrs.  Wetlierhy,  I  ima- 
gined aught  of  abrin  was  lo  be  apprehended 
frofn  a  '  perfect  gentleman  and  friend  of  Mr. 
Fcnion.'  * 

And  here  lib  voice  assumed  a  semi-saixlonic  lanct 
which  passed  with  Mrs.  Wcllicrby  for  better  than 
it  VDis,  —  namely,  the  pious  whine  with  which 
Quttudisb  generally  spoke  iu  addrc^ng  her. 
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«  No,"  he  contInu«il,  «ij^Iflc»nily ; — "  though 
we  can  never  be  loo  much  on  our  guard  in  irnMing 
ibe  iuoocence  and  inexpemnce  of  youth  with  the 
spirit  thai  has  been  rerwd  in  th«  intrigue  and  ini- 
quity of  the  world ;  yci  I  did  not  regard  your 
goest  with  any  feeling  of  nlnrni, — fiinl>CT  tlmn  that 
(tet  mc  avow  it)  of  ponibly  pnlttng  me  (utide  in  my 
suit  with  your  (hiogbttT,  and  (vdio  knows?)  pro- 
posing hinuelf  to  her ;  fcr  verily  a  monarch  might 
be  proud  of  ber  iw  a  coiiaort '" 

**  Impossible !  the  knows  her  sintion  too  well  in 
life  to  lUten  to  any  propouth  of  ulliniice  wiili  a 
person  so  much  her  superior  ui  circumslaiices  and 
moll.'* 

"  He,  be  I"  cborkled  oot  Quandish,  endeavour- 
ing at  tbc  same  time  to  stifle  the  biugb  that  fain 
strove  to  force  its  wny.  "  Ix>vc  (he  may  tell  her. 
nevcrtbelvn)  may  phiee  ihcm  on  n  level ;  and  .  .  . 
but  huih — here  (bey  come.  I  way  again,  if  I  ap- 
peared momentarily  agitated,  it  was  to  tliinlc  I 
should  be  (poor  and  humble  person  as  I  am) 
eclipsed  and  put  back  in  tbc  maiden's  esteem,  and 
my  hopes  frustrated  as  regards  my  suit  towards 
her,  by  one  against  nhosc  rank  and  superior  re- 
commendalJons,  alas !  1  cannot  stand." 

"  Rest  contented,  then,"  replied  dame  Welherby, 
with  an  authoritative  to»  of  the  bcuid.     "  I  was. 
alnnncd  at  first  to  see  you  regard  my  child  t 
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tliough  shv  were  ft  victim  in  tlie  bands,  pomibly, 
of  ft  betrayer." 

"  A  viciim  I  so  the  tnny  be  yit,"  muitered 
Quantltsh  [o  liiovself;  while  tlie  dnine  proceeded — 

"  But  if  your  imn  were  entertuiited  alone 
St  tlic  spprelieiDiinn  tliat  my  Gertrude  could  pos- 
sibly think  of  tlie  Colonel  as  an  alliance  b>  wliidi 
she  lin«  a  ri(;hl  to  aipire,  I  will  soon  see  if  I  con* 
not  check  all  siiclt  fantastic  notions — proud  s])irit 
though  she  has  V 

Here  the  dame  ceased,  while  Quaodi^h  was 
satisfied  on  his  part  that  he  li&d  uttered  enough 
to  place  the  hostess  of  the  "  Traveller's  Rest"  on 
her  guard  against  the  views  of  her  "  distinguuhed 
guest,"  la  regarded  lier  daughter,  wiiliout  pro- 
ceeding to  condemn  him  at  once  by  any  exposure 
which  might  be  at  tlte  pi-esent  moment  impolitic 
as  regarded  himself. 

Just  at  tltis  moment,  the  path  by  whicli  Gertrude 
and  Renmore  Iiad  been  walking  brought  tliem,  at 
the  turning  whidi  was  now  taken  by  Mrs.  Wcth* 
erby  and  Quandisit,  precisely  in  contact  wtth 
tlicte  two  liutt' mentioned  pcn>»R8. 

Had  Kenmorr  and  the  licituiy  met  tlie  fabled 
Phantoms  that  luiunt  ll>e  flood  ami  fell  of  the 
wild  region  through  wliicli  they  liod  of  late  so 
constantly  wandered  in  each  oil»er'«  company,  they 
could  not  have  been  more  scorcil  at  tlte  moment 
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diBD  ib^  twv  were,  nt  seeing  liro  pcnoru  of  all 
oUiers  the  lut  ihcy  «rotild  linve  dvsircd  la  meet. 

Tbc  Bcouty  regarded  botli  bcr  parent  aiid  bcr 
slighted  suitor  nt  a  glatico,  whtlu  an  involuntaijr 
cxproaion  of  tiirpritic,  mingled  with  alarm,  escnpcd 
her.  Bnt  her  wonted  pride  Mwn  aunc  to  h«r 
support,  as  she  witiwssed  the  ■lomi  gnllMiring  in 
her  parent's  brow,  and  against  whidi  she  knew  sh« 
inu&t  moke,  as  she  had  already  been  obliged  to  do, 
K  futn,  jet  rcspcciful  resistance,  in  order  to  »ve 
her  from  the  life  of  painful  comtmmt  xhich  woold 
be  vntnilul  on  hi-r  itlwnid  she  yiicctimb. 

AsforQunmiixh,  twhiuldnm^i  bntoticgUooeof 
reproach  and  rancoarat  Gertrude,  just  as  the  liend 
might  be  supposed  to  regard  the  brow  of  a  seraph, 
in  mingled  envy  and  hatred ;  and  his  regard,  ilien, 
was  insianily  fixed  on  that  of  liis  rival.  Their 
eyes  met, — on  tltc  part  of  our  hero  with  surprise 
and  sofne  confnsion  nt  the  suddrnness  of  the  meet- 
ing;—on  the  part  of  hts  persecutor  with  a  lix>k 
of  minglod  n>cnnce,  malignant  sigiiifiance,  and 
aOger.  Rcnmore  quickly  regained  his  seIf-pos9e*> 
sion,  as  he  said,  with  his  usiuil  calmness  and  case  of 
manner, 

"  Ab,  Mra,  \\'etlierby !  Ah,  Mr.  QimndiUi  t 
— good  day  to  you.  An  agreeable  K[)ot  this  for  a 
Ihlle  stroll  to  ricw  tlic  scenery ;  and  my  good 
fortune,"  he  added  to  bis  bostca,  "  not  only  hap- 


ADVENTURES  OF 

petted  to  lead  my  steps  in  tbe  Baote  direction 
those  of  your  daugbier,  but  a3so  to  loeet  you." 

*'  My  daughter  is  murli  lionoDred,  Sir,"  the 
replied  vriih  stiff  civility,  "  by  j-our  condesoefuiion 
in  accompanying  her  on  bor  may ;  but,"  she  Mlded, 
turning  to  Gertrude,  whose  lovely  cheeks  wore  « 
yet  lovclkf  luvlre  in  tlw  blaih  llmt  arose  in  thun, 
*'  then.'  arc  dointniic  duti«s  nt  home  th»t  require 
our  superintendence,  so  you  and  I  will  return  to  the 
boute,  if  you  please;  besides,  there  may  be  some 
new  guests  in  tlie  way  wlio  may  call  for  our  attend- 
ance." 

So  curtseying  stiffly  to  *'  the  Colonel,"  nilli 
a  look  of  cold  respect  and  mingled  diioati^^M 
faction  as  regarded  himself,  and  with  an  air  a^^ 
pride  also  at  exercising  her  maternal  authority 
as  regarded  the  movcmcnu  of  her  daughter,  she 
proceeded,  followed  by  Cicrtrudc,  in  the  direction 
of  the  hostdric,  leaving  Kciiniorc  and  Quondbh 
together. 

If  Gertrude  hud  heretofore  viewed  the  counie< 
luince  of  ttie  hitter  wiili  tacit  dread,  she  wun  tww 
yet  more  sen&ible  of  this  feeliug,  as  she  luul  ei^^ 
countered  die  malignaut  gbnce  with  which  lifl| 
Ri«t  her ;  and  since  meeting  which,  slie  hail^ 
turned  her  eye^  studiously  away  from  him,  and 
kept  diem  uvertcKl  with  loathing,  during  (he  abov 
brief  conference. 
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A  momcnMr})  silvncc  bad  cnnied  between  oar 
hero  and  tlic  prvnclivr,  wbicb  wu  broken  by  the 
former,  os  lie  proceeded  wiili  ]m  Bccn«t<>mpd  on 
to  ilircct  the  nit«ntion  of  ))U  secreily  dmd«1  toe 
to  indifh-rvnt  suhjecu  on  vdiich  be  cotnnirncvd 
conversing.  Tlii^  he  did  in  order  tnsennibly  to  lo»d 
QtumJi&h  away,  if  he  could,  from  the  lopic  which 
lie  was  oonsciouK,  from  tl>e  appriul  alFoi-ded  him 
by  Certrwle,  was  forvmoHt  in  hii  mind — namely, 
that  of  hU  rejected  suit*  and  bis  iiupirions  tliiit 
he,  Renmorc,  wa«  a  more  Invourrd  Miilor. 

"  It  i«  pleasant  In  have  met  ngnin  I"  (aiid  oar 
hero*  with  wcllHusuioed  gaiety ;)  "  sudi  eon/ullm- 
lial  frioitds  may  here  enjoy  a  rcfleontre  without 
miicli  chance  of  iiiiemiplion.  ny-the-bye,  have 
you  heard  anything  of  our  foriner  acquaintance  in 
Ireland?  tlwy  were  to  he  at  tlie  Kilkenny  race* 
next  auiumO)  and  good  sport  I  am  icJd  is  expected." 

'•  Ilaifield!"  exclnimcd  Quandish,  with  a  deter- 
mined and  ferocious  look,  as  if  to  express  (hat  (he 
Bnfulnc«s  of  his  companion  in  attempting  to  lead 
him  away  fix>m  the  KOrc  nntt  (uxpeclcd  topic  was 
of  no  avail.  ..."  Hatlield  V  .  .  . 

"  Why?  what!  my  go<xl  Sunmond* — I  mean 
Qtiandish — what  b  the  matter  V"  replied  oor  hero, 
interrupting  him  with  pretended  surprise.  "  WJiai 
can  all  tiit&  mean  'f  1  trust  that  no  doubl  lias 
arisen  in  your  mind  that  I  sltall  not  be  true  to  my 
promise  OS  to  paying  you  the  money  m  due  time  7" 
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"  By  hearens  !  if  I  had  a  doubt,  it  should 
ill  with  you  !  and  .  . 

"  Why,  you  astonish  me  t"  oonttnued  Renmore ; 
"  wc  had  settled  ereryihing  most  amicably,  oiid  1 
trust  sludl  yet  have  more  reason  to  be  sadsAed 
with  nur  mutual  negotiation  tlian  hitherto.  Come, 
lei  us  talk  on  more  indifTeretit  topics." 

"  No  r  exclaimed  Qaanili^,  stamping  with  hS 
foot  on  (he  ground,  in  incmsed  pwsion.  *'  Thinli 
not  to  trifle  with  and  make  a  jest  of  me !" 

"  AjVrfof  you?" 

"Yes I  ajofof  me! — Are  you  not  opposing, 
thwarting  me,  laughing  at  mc,  in  my  most  earnest 
object  ?" 

"  \\'hnt  can  you  ponibly  mean  ?*  inqoirod" 
more,  wiih  n  continued  look  of  wdi-fejgned : 
prise. 

"  How  can  you  ask  me?  when  you  know  that 
you  are  my  rival,  my  successful — my  seer 
favoured  rival, —  in  the  attainment  of  this  G( 
trudc  Wvthcrby's  hand — for  I  am  conlident  ihii 
is  th«  case  I  Yet,  you — you — have  bafRed  me  in 
this  suit,  in  which  Iter  mother  befrietidol  me. 
and  which  would,  were  I  successful,  place  me  be* 
yond  ttic  reach  of  want,  danger,  and  living  by  ex.- 
pnlivnts ;  •  •  -  and  which,"  he  continued,  cbokcd 
wiih  paKsion,  "if  it  liad  not  been  lor  you  tetiag 
the  girl  has  no  inclination  for  any  one  beside*— 
that  I  know  of " 
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.  .  "  What  u  the  meBiiing  of  all  U»i»?"  tn- 
quirMl  Henmore,  still  preteixUng  ihe  meat  iitier 
atnazement,  white  Qimmlikh  pntuied  an<]  panted 
for  breath,  such  was  the  height  uf  pMtion  in  ttliich 
be  had  spokca.  '*  Yoa  astonish  tne  >  yott  have, 
I  am  sujv,  my  good-wishes  in  any  such  suit  a»  yoa 
mention." 

"  Away  with  your  acting,  and  your  attempt  to 
bide  the  truth  I  1  know  lou  well  to  whom  J  am 
indebted  for  tliis  firuttntion  of  my  views.  Yon 
cannot  deceive  or  cajole  me,  though  you  hare  de- 
ceived the  greater  pari  of  mankind  yon  ercr  dealt 
with.  But  mark  my  words,  for  the  is  the  only 
revenge  I  can  take  ...  if  ilie  money  it  not 
ready  to  a  day — that  moment  shall  you  be  deli- 
vered op  to  the  jaie  which  hangs  over  you,  and 
which  it  is  in  my  powvr  to  lusten  or  withheld  I  I 
care  not  what  rctaliatioa  or  exposure  you  may 
make  as  regards  m«;  and  I  sbouUl  only  care 
about  them  ni  tliis  momcjit,  inasmuch  as  they 
would  ruin  my  object  as  r<^rds  this  suit,-— tliey 
would  spoil  my  plan  with  tbi»  widow  Wethorby. 
Olhcrwitc,  I  care  not  for  them;  for  as  long  as  I  bc- 
u*y  you,  my  life  i^  at  any  rate  insured  mc.  So 
beware  of  my  revenge  I  And  I  ahnost  hope  you 
may  &ul  in  yoar  pnymcnt,  that  I  may  put  it  in 
fbroe." 

**  VHiy  I  what  gmit  mistake  has  a  little  jealous 
feeling  made  you  guilty  off" 
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**  Awnj't  take  off  vour  hand!"  exclaimed  Quon- 
disli,  a>  llenmorc  retained  htm,  as  ilic  former  was 
about  to  leave  tlte  spot,  after  uttering  the  meruice 
we  liitve  just  heard. 

•'  Well  1"  continual  Kviimore,  "  if  words  arc  of 
no  anuU — if  you  really  cannot  be  n»de  to  credit 
what  I  sny, — if  you  persist  in  letting  your  passion 
so  far  gel  live  twibjr  of  your  rea^n  as  to  pronoance 
mc  tlte  rival  of  your  affections  or  pluns,  ur  bot}>, 
without  any  proof  .  .  ." 

"  What  stronger  or  more  convincing  proof 
do  I  require  tlian  witncuing  thai  gjrl  in  your 
company  ?  when  it  is  notorious  stic  htis  avoided, 
refus«U  and  iconied  ttic  oddreiset  of  every  one 

"  Pshaw '.  my  good  friend,  be  rensonablc.  I 
have  indeed  fidlen  in  her  way  by  chance,  on  one  or 
two  occasions  hut  what  of  tliat?  K>ally,  you  sur- 
prise nicl  (iiui  lo  any  other  person  tltau  yourself  1 
should  not  ihtiih  it  worth  my  while  to  eiiter  into 
explanations  as  lo  my  conduct,  which  he  would 
have  no  right  to  demand — nor  I  to  afford  I"  .  .  . 

"  Very  well,  very  well !  oppose  me  if  you 
darel" 

"  Nay, 'nay,"  said  Rcnmorc,  coolly,  but  firmly ; 
if  it  was  niy  inclinnlion  to  oppose  a  man,  out 
evMi  would  I  flinch  from  doing  so,  though  it  were 
the  man  himself  in  whose  liands  my  life  was 
placcdl  But  no,"  be  oontinued,  nrmiming  his  former 
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lAneofcheerrulnen  and  kintll;  nmlitlvnce ;  "op- 
petition  b  not  mv  object.  I  would  railitr  conci- 
B  liaie  you,  and  prove  to  you,  by  arguments  ilie  most 
&aiUfac(ory,  that  it  is  Tar  from  my  wishes  or  inun- 
tlons  to  friutntc  your  pluni.  or  stand  in  your 
««y." 

"  What  proof  COD  you  give?" 

"  What  lielier  than  removiiij;;  from  the  »pot?  from 
ibe  sphere  of  attraction,  eli?— from  tiiU  kyren,  di  i" 
be  asked,  jocularly,  as  he  laughed,  while  the  nillen 
features  of  Quandish  relaxed  sontewlint  from  their 
more  ranoorom  i-xpnrsswn — when  suthlenly  reooW 
lecting  himself,  he  said,  liostily— 

"  Bat  how  do  I  know  wlint  your  object  in  re- 
moving from  lite  spot  may  be  ? — lo  «M*pe  my 
observation  ? ' 

^— "  To  put  tlte  money  due  in  your  pocket  by 
l)ie  appointed  time,  man !"  .  .  .  nuA  Renmore,  itw 
terruptiog  him,  and  speaking  in  an  aAsurcd, 
iroprcisve  tone,  whik-  he  looked  with  an  expres- 
Mon  of  mingled  resolution  and  authority  in  bb 
face — 

"  And  what  is  more,"  tie  continued,  "  to  pay  my 
addresses  in  another,  though  less  inviting  quarter  1 
Do  not  ask  mc  whert ;  that  you  sliall  prrliaps  one 
dny  know.  Suffice  it  for  you,  at  proem,  to  be 
oonvinced  of  the  injustice  of  your  accusation,  as  re- 
gards me,  in  thwarting  your  views.   .  .  .  I  go! — 
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lu- morrow's  sun  will  sec  mv  dqiorture,  bikI  Inve 
ilw  coast  clear  Tor  you." 

So  laying,  Itenmore  toolc  tb«  hiuicl  of  the 
ruffian  he  bad  been  cadcavouring  to  a]>()eti»e,  us 
lie  wished  liim  "good-bye," and  proceeded  back 
lo  llic  Truveltor's  Kvst,  not  d«»irous  of  proiractiug 
tiiv  parity  wiili  imn  he  d^teMed  and  iK-spi»cd,  yet 
wot  obligwl  to  dread.  Quandish  »crcwcil  the 
muscles  of  his  loathsome  face  into  a  grin  of  anent, 
diat  Ih;  wax  anli>ried  wtUi  Uiv  avowal  of  our  hero, 
while  be  neither  H-itlilteld  nor  advanced  the  hand 
nhich  Rcumorc  liad  taken  to  sliake  in  pinlge  of 
amity,  and  of  a&sunuicc  that  good  Ciitb  klMuld  be 
observed  in  tlic  promises  be  had  made  to  appease 
his  rival. 

Qitandisb's  smile,  if  it  ma;  be  k  called,  belied 
itself  in  the  tajntness  of  its  expression,  save  in 
tlint  characteristic  of  mistrust  whtdi  it  sufficiently 
U-spukv;  and  letuniing  the  parting  salutation 
of  "  good-bye"  by  a  sort  of  half-growl,  half-ejoca* 
latiun,  intended  tu  convt-y  tlic  same  meaning, 
he  wvnt  liti  way  to  lh«  village,  while  Hcnraore 
returned  to  tlw  I'mvcllcr's  Rest  As  be  went,  he 
thought  to  hinwelf,  witlt  rcfenmcc  to  what  he  said 
to  Qtuimlidi,  "  Ay,  the  coast  indeul  may  be  clear 
(or  you, — but,  fool  I  think  you,  the  heart  or  Riind  of 
Gertrude  could  ever  be  swayed  to  accede  to  the 
vowsof  such  s  thing — such  an  ottject  for  loailiing 
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and  scorn  oa  thou  art?  Were  she  not  mine,  vvt 
it  11  not  on  thee  she  would  enrar  throw  lieracir 
ftwfty," 

With  ihcsc  thongtiis  passing  in  hts  breast,  he 
rc|^un«il  the  Iwxtclric;  nor  did  they  occupy  him 
without  idiH)  recalling  to  mind  the  nu|^ry  of  old 
Mike,  ta  regarded  the  increaacd  probability  of 
danger  that  would  l>c  entailed  on  himself,  as  soon 
a§  the  pMudo- preacher  stiOQld  discover  that  he 
flood  En  his  wt^r  m  nf;ard«l  hb  views  concerning 
Gertrude.  'I1ic  ntignry  mu  indeed  fully  fulfilled ; 
and  though  die  storm  mi};)it  nppcnr  for  tlic  present 
allayed,  its  menace  still  dnrkimcd  the  atmoGpheni 
of  our  hero's  daj. 


r  3 


100 


ADVENTL'BES  OF 


CHAPTER   VI. 


*■  Mmi  dOM  eoi  know 
Wlifti  a  cold  liuutnMS  nait  bu  blood  tun  back." 

SocTBir. 


RcS'moiie's  first  consideration  now,  was  to  secure 
the  sum  wiiicli  was  to  be  paid  by  him  as  the  re- 
demption of  his  lift;.  The  rciiuiindcr  of  the  diy 
subscqucnll}'  to  his  interview  with  his  enemy  had 
been  spent  in  preparation  for  his  departure,  which, 
in<l<-|K!ndenily  of  hi^i  plans  of  moving  as  stated  to 
Quandish,  lie  had  (>een  requested  lo  resolve  upon 
by  his  dcmurt;  IkwIc^s,  with  all  the  stiff  civihty  of 
whicii  »lie  vros  mistress.  He  luid  purposely  passed 
np  mid  down  stiiin  rejxatedly,  from  the  xilting 
room  he  occupied  to  hU  room  aboTe  stairs,  i»  the 
hope  of  crossing  Gertrude,  but  in  vain.  She  was 
nowhere  to  be  si>en.  Not  the  least  anxious  por- 
tion of  the  dU<|uict  he  suf{erc<d  was  that  which  was 
occasioned  by  his  wisJi  to  sec  Iter,  and  conclude  ihc 


nrrwigenient  for  meeting  ber,  with  a  view  to  pro* 
ceedtng  to  Lorton  for  the  purpose  of  their  union. 
Often  did  he  hurry  to  thv  window  u  he  heard  a 
step  without ;  often,  iw  lie  heard  wme  one  move 
along  the  ptunoge  into  whi4:h  hi«  door  opened,  did 
he  hapten  to  iee  if  it  was  lierself.  Ue  was,  how- 
ever, as  constantly  disappointed. 

The  blind  of  the  window  was  drawn  oomplrtely 
over  die  so^li,  iigainst  which  the  mellow  flush  uf  (hi- 
tURsel  rays  now  strconivd.  It  was  tiMoilly  his  joy 
to  cotxcmplatc  tiionc  setting  raj's,  with  owociaiioos 
of  the  glory  nnil  repose  at  once,  which  ihcy  lit  up  in 
the  mind ;  but  now  they  were  jierfecUy  excluded,  ax 
though  lie  tJiunnvd  tjicir  light,  that  »eeiued  to  «Mirch 
hin)  out^as  tliuujjh  in  detection  of  some  deed  of 
•ecrecy  and  danger  in  which  he  was  engaged. 

Far  ott»er  sensations  than  those  of  the  happy 
afisociations  just  mcniioncd  secmi-d  to  poesess  him, 
lo  mark  the  serious  and  careful  cxprvsnon  on  his 
countenance,  as  he  bent  over  the  papers,  at  the 
table  where  be  was  engaged  in  writing.  He 
seemed  to  scnithiizc  every  stroke  of  hi*  pen,  with 
tba  curioufl  eye  of  a  limner,  (hat  exaininei  the 
cfiect  of  hi^  performance  during  tlw  dijferent  stages 
of  Its  progress. 

Tiius  busily  was  he  engaged  wlicn,  as  though  a 
vision  bad  awakened  him,  the  lorm  of  Gertrude 
herself  stoiHl  by  his  side.  Xotwiihitanding  all 
Ins  address  and  presence  of  mind,  he  was  unable 
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to  Rt»mlain  bis  composure,  as  be  started  at  her 
unexpected,  and  yet  more^  bcr  unaocoun table  ap> 
ptMimnce ;  for  tbe  door  that  led  into  the  passage 
had  l>een  carefully  secured  by  him,  previousJy  to 
hit  sittiDg  down  to  write  She  bad,  lit  Inct,  gaiocd 
access  by  a  door  on  tlie  op|>osite  side*  which  opetted 
from  anotlier  nxmi,  and  wliicb  had  escaped  his 
tMHicc,  from  tlte  circumstance  of  its  being  papered 
over,  to  resemble  the  wall  of  which  it  appeared  to 
ibrm  a  part. 

So  softly  bnd  she  entered  and  stolen  to  hix 
side  that,  absorbed  us  be  unu  in  his  occnpatioOf 
he  hod  not  perceived  her,  till  she  glcamod,  thus 
vision-like,  by  his  side.  Sh«  (lartcd,  however, 
no  less  tlum  himself,  when  she  perceived  the  oon- 
fiision  her  sudden  presence  appeared  to  occasion 
him,  and  the  involuntary  change  that  came  over 
his  countenance.  The  confidence  with  whicti  bo 
had  ever  fult,  as  rv^trdetl  )>er,  from  the  time  tlKir 
acquaintance  liud  utrengibcned,  bad  indeed  occa- 
sioned him  to  wear  far  less  dis^ise,  and  vcti  bis 
thoughts  much  less  in  the  happy,  the  dear  Rccurity 
of  her  presence,  tluin  before  any  one  else ;  and 
often  had  she  looked  on  him  with  a  feeling  of 
surprise,  not  altogether  unmixed  with  a  whis- 
pering of  fear,  she  knew  not  why,  ns  nhe  silently 
contemplated  his  moods  of  abstrnciton,  in  which 
occasional  expressions  of  pain  would  AimI  utterances 
But  (as,  indeed,  has  been  heretofore  witueised}  if 
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the  tear  stole  into  her  eye,  us  tlie  would  ask,  **  Ars 
70U  not  well  ?"  her  sense  of  alsnn  or  douI>t  was 
speedily  banished,  on  recognising  his  return  to  that 
eftsy  chcerfiihiust  and  graceful  riracity  which  chu- 
ract4:ri3[cd  hix  ordiiinry  miuiner. 

Ilwre  is  no  eye  so  keen  as  ihat  of  a  person  who-J 
lores.  From  ihe  first  moment  Gertrude  had  knowa^ 
him,  slic  had  delcct»l  (lie  tnoes  of  soma  latent 
sore, — else  why  his  ihovf^htAilnesfi — why  hb  study 
of  privacy  and  diiilwitu  of  society?  But  these  qu 
tiom  of  (my  hcATt  wvre  but  renderul  inMrutnuntdl  I 
by  him  luwards  increasing  her  growing  aitnchimmt 
to  bim  ;  for  h«  h«d  but  to  oonfws  to  bcr  that  the 
were   feelings  that   gave    him   pain, — regrets  tor 
tfaooc  Ik  h«d  lost — ihc  tm-fuh  of  post  days, — and 
the  tcndc-mcss,  the  itiicn^,  with  which  vho  repaid.] 
hint  ibr  his  confidence — witut  was  it  but  love  ? 

It  is  true,  iliat  in  her  solitary  momcnis,  and  wlieit ' 
her  liioughts  recurred,  as  ilicy  ever  did,  to  one  whti 
bad  won  such  a  control  over  her  aiTDCtJons,  she 
would  marrd  at  the  camcleon-like  character  of  the 
singular  bctog  site  ihouglit  upon — at  once  so  re- 
tiretl,  yet  so  socially  chccrfiil  when  occiuion  re- 
quired, so  changeable  ever,  front  tlie  deejie^t  emotion 
to  tite  gayest  inditference,— from  die  sliadow  of 
Ksdness  and  thoughtfulness  to  ihnt  of  (lie  liveliest — 
the  moit  careless  yet  gntcvftd  unconitraint !  The 
riddle  of  such  a  cliaracter,  if  it,  at  times,  IkM  her 
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&x«l  Mid  iiiutiing  on  ii,  Ciund  luMt  willingly  m  m- 
luuoti  or  itn  iiioNiuslency  in  the  tliouglit  tliat  tite 
bett,  the  noblest,  (he  gayest,  the  mofit  generous 
s{Hrit^  are  yet  siillivd  ut  titties,  nnd  overcast  by 
regrets,  sticli  ta  tliocw  lie  luul  acknowleUgiud  to  Iter, 
aiid  which  render  tliem  scarcely  themselves.  But 
never  liud  &he  felt  thut  sense  of  surprise,  not  un- 
mingled  with  fear,  so  strongly  as  on  ihc  present 
occasion,  when  she  regunlcd  the  look  of  wildness, 
and  obscn-od  lite  unu^tuitl  hurry  of  manner,  th«t  the 
Guddcnne*»  of  her  unexpecte«l  entry  prcvvtited  bim 
from  so  imntediaiely  subduing  as  niijfht  huve  Ixtu 
cxpcdteitt. 

As  Kcnmoro  started  up  from  his  seat,  his  Iiand 
shook  so  that  the  letter  he  was  forming  at  the 
moment  was  distorted  into  »  hieroglifphtc  that 
would  have  pustElctl  ChamiK>lli«ii  hiiietclf  to  decy- 
plier.  By  a  certain  instinctive  boding  of  evil, 
Gertrude's  eye  glanced  at  once  on  the  distigurcd 
papier,  which  KeniiKire  did  not  attempt  to  concealt 
(or  in  doing  «>  he  would  have  been  exciting  lite 
very  suspicion  which,  it  wu»  poxtible,  he  nppre- 
hended.  lie,  however,  cauglit  up  his  handker- 
chief, whid)  was  lying  by  his  side  on  tlie  tnbUi, 
and  lifting  it  hastily  to  his  face  as  if  to  use  it,  lei  it 
drop  instantaneously,  intending  ilial  it  should  lidl 
■nd  hide  the  paper.  Unfortunately,  however,  the 
(Iratight  of  wr  occasioned  by  snatching  up  \be 
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handkerditef  blew  the  paper  on  tlie  floor,  and  it 
nlighl^tl  al  Gertrude's  feel.  He  husteitoil  now  to 
pick  it  np,  while  he  addressed  het^— 

"Ah!  Gertrude,  is  it  yon,  my  deMrest?  what 
nfritntton  doea  your  sudden  presence  occasion  mc  '■ 
1  have  been  endeavouring  Uiroughout  tlte  dny,  snd 
ever  since  I  canve  in,  to  catch  a  glimpoe  of  yon, 
but  in  vain.  How  yoar  sudden  presence  ^urpriies 
incl     Oh  !  the  happiness  si  seeing  yon  t" 

While  he  tlius  spoke,  he  flung  the  paper,  which  he 
had  by  ihi*  lime  picked  op,  into  the  fire,  where  it 
blazed  away  till  iu  btirnt  and  flimsy  skeleton 
winged  iu  way  in  black  fliik<ii  up  tlic;  chimney. 
Renmore's  eye  watched  it  and  fixed  itself  on 
Gertnidc's  face  Ijy  turns,  for  Iter  glance  was  di- 
recte<l  to  it  with  a  look  of  curiosity  and  apparent 
pain,  to  Ju<l}^  by  the  paleness  of  her  clieek,  as 
something  wbbpereil  to  her  iliat  tlic  secret  which 
had  expired  widi  that  paper  was,  also,  one  and  tha 
same  with  that  of  her  lover's  agitation  on  her 
•udden  entrance. 

'*  I  have  with  diffiniliy  matched  an  opportunity 
of  eluding  ilie  vigilance  exercised  over  my  movt- 
menis.  in  order  to  see  you  once  again  before  }-our 
departurci  aiKl  nmcltule  what  we  were  inlcrrnpteil 
in  saying — to—" 

Here  iIm!  tears  that  agitation  and  alarm  occa- 
noncd,  cbecknl  tier  utterance,  as  she  hid  bcr  head 
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in  Renmorc's  bosom,  who  now  clasptcl  bcr  to  his 
besrt — itHiuiring  aoxiou^y,  what  wii*  tlic  inutttfr? 
whnt  waa  the  cause  of  her  disquiet? 

"  Had  I  knovni  you  htul  l»w«  so  earnestly  en- 
[gaged,  1  should  not  have  intruded  on  you/' 

"Intrude  on  mv,  Gertrude ?'^ititru<]c  on  me? 
I  hnd  been  praying,  only  «  moment  past,  for 
your  pneencc,  aiid  you  blessed  me  by  ultunlinj; 
hi" 

"  But  why  that  ugiuition  ?< — that  alarm  which  it 
seemed  you  evinced  on  my  coming  in?  What 
was  there  to  (hat  paper  that  I  thought  yon  seemed 
so  desirous  to  hide  ?  Dcnr,  dcnr  Sir !  if  you  love 
mc  with  the  sincerity  you  have  declared,  rid  me  of 
the  painful  anxiety  I  have  been  occaaionod,  in 
Mong  you  exhibit  yourself  on  tlie  present  occasion 
•o  different  from  that  vhich  you  hare  usually  ap- 
peared." 

Rcnmorc  suspected  that  Gcrtm<I^  uneasiness 
aiKMe  from  ber  having  seen  what  it  was  be  had 
been  engaged  in  describing  on  the  paper.  Uer 
glance  having  insumdy  alighted  on  it  as  it  fell  at 
her  feet,  sl>e  had  perfect  tinw  to  we  il»  contents. 
In  a  word,  it  was  a  leaf  of  a  "dieque  iKtok,"  in 
which  the  luime,  not  of  *'  Rcnmoro,"  but  of  "  I  jiw- 
ton,"  was  traced,  ami  the  ink  being  as  yet  wet,  the 
natural  inquiry  which  would  Kuggcst  itself  was — 
"  \Vhat  right  had  the  band  that  iruced  it  to  do 
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so  ?"  What  wss  more,  tlie  writing  of  ibc  njimo 
was  B  perfect  hnitation,  tin  exact  Jao^miU,  of  ibe 
squire  of  Uluclctnni's  hnnd  of  writ  I 

"  My  darling  Gertrude,  you  surprise  me  I"  he 
rqilicd  to  ber,  with  lib  usual  calmness  and  oom- 
pcnurc,  whitli  he  iuul  novr  perfectly  regainetL 
"  \^'hat  should  possibly  hsre  suggwuxl  to  your 
ni'uitl  thjit  iliere  was  nnr  evil  in  tliut  paper?  or, 
tlutt  it  was  oonnectetl  witli  my  very  reasonable  sur- 
prise at  witncssiag  you  when  I  had  so  little  ex- 
pected to  sec  you  ?  If  I  appeared  agitated,  how 
could  1  well  be  otherwiw;,  loving  yoti  m  I  do  i* — 
holding  oonflici  eli  I  du  with  the  pitiiiftil  iiecosiiy 
of  quilting  the  wulU  tlut  conuiin  you,  and  when 
alone  I  have  of  late  learne<I  to  know  what  happi> 
ncss  b?  .  .  .  As  for  the  paper  which  you  aw, 
and  which  I  am  Mwry  now  I  bunied — it  was  a  mera 
trifle.  However,  I  did  it  to  my  hurry,  my  eager* 
iteas  to  fling  nsidc  all  otlier  subjects  lliat  nmipied 
me,  when  tliai  dcnmt  one  of  yourself  was  presented 
IDC.  As  for  tlint  paper,  it  certainly  was  written 
in  some  degree  of  heutaiion  of  mind  and  nneea* 
ne^s.  In  fact,  I  had  been  invited  to  Blacktoni, 
to  Mr.  Lawton's;  but  such  was  my  diiiress  of 
mind  aX  tlie  circuniMnncr*^  that  hnv-c  sepai-ntcd  me, 
for  the  present  moment,  from  ywirself,  tlmt  fwliug 
litite  inclination  to  sec  any  society,  I  was  sitting, 
hesitating  wbctlicr  I  should  nut  rcruse  going:  for 
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beavBH  kiiowii,  it  will  Iw  n  pciuuici;  lo  mc  wheu  I 
fuel  1  leave  you  beliiiid  ;  util  so  1  wt  scribbUngi 
scarcely  knowiii}{  wluil  I  Jiil,  (lie  uanw,  '  Law* 
ton,  l^wtvD,  Lawtoti,'  in  my  alKitractioii,  unJ  uo 
your  cDtcriiig  iIm;  ruutn,  1  was  bcareil  as  though 
routed  Muddciily  from  ikiiiiv  On»ni.  I  never  beani 
yuu  voter  .  .  .  lutti  liavc  you  cutnv  m  liul,  only  to 
upbriiid  me?" 

And  bi^rortt  Oertrutlu  couU  rcplyi  lie  scolwl 
ilteir  conciliation,  if  it  may  wj  be  aillvU,  wliich  his 
words  had  wrought,  hy  kitMng  away  the  tear  that 
had  stolen  into  her  eyes,  emboldened  aa  he  was 
by  tlie  wont  cboerful  and  compoood  atipect  which 
her  countenance  had  gradually  assumed  us  he»poke. 

In  fact,  though  thciv  wa»  much  of  plausi- 
bility in  what  he  hiul  »iid  to  pacify  her,  yet  there 
was  also  do  siiuill  degree  of  (ruth.  Lovjitg  Iter  as 
he  did,  he  might  wi-U  have  exhibited  the  Dotation 
she  witne8sed  in  him  ;  iin<l,  us  we  all  know  how.  In 
a  fit  of  (ibktrattiuii,  both  (lie  uitnd  aitd  the  pen  utuy 
wander  wiiltout  any  deBitite  object,  it  was  perfectly 
reaiionnblc  he  should  have  tiindverti-nily  penned 
iIm  good  squiie  of  Blacktarn's  name  twice  or 
tjiricc  over,  as  he  was  doubting  in  hiK  own  niiiul 
whether  he  should  write  to  decline  hi*  invitation  ur 
not.  The  paper  Gtrtrude  liud  seen  fully  Ijore  nut 
the  explanation  her  lover  had  given,  »ince  ihc 
luunc  of  LawtuD  wu  repealed  two  or  tliroe  dmea 
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on  it ;  dik)  if  tlie  rctMlcr  sIkwIiI  be  more  iiicltDcd  to 
coiwider  tliut  llii»  circumitunccilenotirs  (lie  clianic- 
ler  of  "  DouumTeit,"  we  can  only  ny  ihai  it  imwi, 
Bt  nnv  rate,  lta*«  been  a  mere  jiriiiiary  cttaiy  for 
a  future  and  more  liniabcd  eflort.  Bui,  aiippus- 
iDg  tlKTC  was  anything  timl  nuggcsicd  to  Gcnru<Jc 
in  purticubft  no  I«M  tlian  tJie  render,  tlie  itlirit  of 
the  wriiiiig  in  quc^itoii  be'nig  a  cuuiiteH«ii,  wluu 
could  ihiit  circuDtatsiKx;  bo  f — «r«  slmll  twar  from 
herulf. 

The  smik  of  renewed  confidence  which  now 
played  on  C<crtrude'»  lip  delighted  Ileiimon-,  a» 
ngnin  he  pressted  her  hatid,  and  duped  her  to  his 
bnul,  st>  xhc  replied,  alwwing  liim  a  note  »bo  bad 
received  nut  long  before  nhe  had  sought  thiti  inter- 
view  Willi  hiiii^ 

•'Judge,"  slie  said,  "if  I  had  not  ressoa  for 
being  alarmed  at  every  writing  I  nw  that  was 
more  equivocal  or  Kuspicinu*  tfinn  ttiiit  on  a  dircc- 
tion-pu«t,  or  ibe  dial  j'oiider  in  the  j^rden  tliai  lella 
u>  '  Time  flies,'  or,  '  On  t)iis  moment  Itnngs  eter- 
nii}'  r     Look  al  this  note  and  }udge." 

So  Eayiiig,  she  put  in  Itenmore'a  hand  a  scroll 
more  like  tlic  rutgar  account  of  i>ome  petty  chapman 
tlian  anything  elae,  soiln)  and  wufcred  »  it  was. 
Its  contents  ran  thus : — 

"  'llnMe  we  place  moot  confidence  in  ant  Kxne- 
times  the  most  worthy  of  our  dislrugu  Hliould 
you  hereafter  have  cnuse  to  repent  an  irremcdi- 
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able  dtuister  as  the  consequence  of  yoor  presenl 
mitplacnl  aiTection,  remember,  yoa  were  waroed 
in  tjm«.     Beware  of  an  impostor  and  a  criminal." 

"  Utnpli !  wbni,  nn  riiiniv  to  tliis  portrnluus  piece 
of  '  wnrning !' "  observed  Rcnmore,  as  Ik  6niidied 
rending  it,  which  he  hod  done  throughout  in  a 
careleeu  and  oontentptuous  tone.  "  Well  I  no 
doubt  this  is  '  kindly  meant,'  and  is,  assuredly, 
directed  against  your  admirer,"  cominued  Iteit- 
morc,  artfiiliy  turning  away  from  himself  the  pos- 
sible applicnllun  of  tlte  note — "  Qunndish,  the  But- 
termere  saint  I  We  are  always  bound  to  be 
thankful  for  good  intentions  and  kindly  offered 
advice,  but  it  i»  a  pity  the  writer  is  a  little  late  in 
his  atlmonitioni  for  we  tiad  already  snticipalctl  him 
in  being  on  our  guard ;  for  I  told  you  1  hiul 
lieardt  fi^neraUy,  that  iliis  Qunntlish  was  do  sunt 
after  alir 

*'  But  was  not  the  note  enough  to  alarm  mc  ?"— 
interposed  Gertnule — *'  enough  to  ahirni  any  one  ? 
^i>o  name  '. — such  mystery  !" 

"  I  know  it  would  have  alarmed  vk,"  replied 
Uenntorc,  smiling,  as  he  appeared  lu  amuse  himsdf  { 
with  tearing  the  scrawl  into  pieocK  and  ilirowtng  it 
into  the  lire.  "  Kow,  I  am  sure  /  can  have  as  Utth; 
rexpt-ct  for  this  '  wolf  in  sheep's  clotiiing,'  this 
Qunndiilt,  us  any  one  am  have;  but,  mark  me, 
Gertrude  I  /  am  not  the  person  to  indite  an  ano- 
nymous note  to  do  him  injury !" 
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And  here,  as  usual,  the  gcnerosiiy  of  t])e  n;nti*i 
mcDU  li«  expressed,  together  with  that  dignified  Biid ' 
calm  imprcEsivcDc&sofin&nQcr,  he  knew  so  well  bow 
to  assume,  at  oncv  orcrawn)  iin<l  convinced  her  thai 
if  distrust  and  disquivt  luid  Iwii)  awakrnnl  in  ber 
Rriitd,  it  WM  not  t4i  be  enEvrtJiined  in  connexion  wtlh 
anything  ilutt  cnooemod  li«r  lover.     Me«niime,  hv 
continual—"  Now,  I   nm  not  surprised  thnt,  mi 
univ«rully  beloved  la  yew  arc,  there  are  those  who 
— not  perhaps  knowing  llmt  you  have  a  snfficicni 
guardian  over  your  intcrc«u  in  either  Mr.  Fenton 
or  myself — hare  written  this  to  plact;  yoti  on  your" 
guard  ogiiinst  ilit«  df^igiiinf*  person  who  lupirc*  tui 
yonr  hand.     I  am  not  surprisnl,  I  rvpest,  ut  thisti 
And,  if  I  pleased,  /  might,  of  all  men,  tuiy  much 
more,  as  I  bare  already  hin(i>d,  to  his  di8{NU-agiv 
menu     Cut  diis  I  amatwve  doing.     I  am  snlikficd 
yoQsresufficiendy  alivv  to  the  guile  of  bts  character 
to  rc<]nirc  no  olher  wnmings." 

"  Assuredly,    none  !'*    exclaimed     CJerirude, 
««me«Uy. 

**  Bui  thU  mndi  I  may  be  permitted  to  im- 
part to  you — that  to  mvwlf  he  has  hoen  guilty 
of  the  blackest  ingrarituilc,  and  hence  (»u<'h  in  the 
boMnen  of  human  nature)  k  my  worst  enemy." 

"  Is  it  poniblt:?"  uiid  Clcnrtide,  indignandy. 

"  It  b  indeed  but  too  oerlain ;  yet,  after  all,  it 
is   but    an    exemplification    of   the    butcnca    of 
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the  hanutA  clmracter,  sn  examination  of  which 
teaches  us  (I  am  sorry  to  say)  thai  wc  have  only  to 
place  a  man  nndcr  an  obligstion,  to  make  him  at 
once  a  secret  irnvmy;  and  yet  mow,  MiiiMiever  an 
opportunity  offers  itself-^-an  avowed  one." 

HeT«  IlennKiru'g  tone  became  impassioned,  aa  he 
seemed  animated  by  n  virtuous  indi^aticMi,  while  he 
continued,  "  Yes,  and  if  it  were  possible  for  thii 
Quandisb  to  du  mc  any  mischiefby  traducing  me, 
he  would  do  »o  I" 

"Triiduoeyoa?" 

"  Yes ;  for  the  very  reason  i  companioned  and 
befriended  him  when  otlicrs  might  have  crusheil 
him  for  hb  delinquency.  Therefore,  dear  Jove, 
mark  me — when  1  am  otit  of  the  nay,  hved  not 
whatever  thts  low  beinjr's  tongue  of  gall  may  say  to 
s«per»e  me.  Had  he  been  a  more  worthy  object  nf 
my  indignation,  he  should  have  met  it.  As  it  is, 
I  despise  him,  as  I  trust  you  will." 

"  You  need  not  imk-cd  ask  me  1  But  hark, 
tliere  ii  some  one  in  the  next  room,  from  which  I 
came  into  youra ! — it  is  my  mother — I  ttare  not  a 
moment  to  lose— say  teAen " 

"  1  will  return  Iwrc  to  you  as  speedily  ns  po»- 
sible;  to  a  day  exactly,  I  cannot  positively  say; 
but  luistcn  to  LortoDi  by  all  means,  if  you  find  iiny 
odditiomd  constraint  impo!it.-<l  on  you  here.  Uut 
traiumit   me  a  note,  6rst  of  all,   to    Olacktarn, 


JAMES  UATFIELD. 


113 


I 


I 


{where  I  it)iall  in  all  probabiliiy  be,)  to  slate  tl*e 
pcrioU  wlieii  ^ou  purpose  tbrowiug  younvlf  od 
Ur.  Fenton's  proiecuott.  I  will  baueii  ttiiihcr  to 
join  jou — to  claim  jou, — and  j-et  1 — 1  fear 
thai  .  .  ." 

'•  Why  do  you  hesitate?"  asked  Gertrude,  ■■ 
she  looked  itiquiringly  in  bis  face,  with  lips  apart 
and  wiih  6ubhcd  dicek,  bcspcskiag  the  eamestnets 
of  her  interest. 

**  I  know  not  why,  but  I  wotild  rotltcr  we  were 
Dtttted  by  any  one  but  Mr.  Fenion." 

"  Heai-ens  I  why  ?" 

**  You  have  witnesaetl,  ere  now,  my  agitation  oa 
his  name  waa  mentioned.  la  fact,  thou];b  lie 
does  not  know  me,  he  knew  Miinething  of  my 
parents — of  my  early  history ;  and  upon  csplaining 
lliis,  there  may  bo  tome  pain  occasioned.  I  need 
not,  indeedi  recall  to  you  that  yoo  have  wiinesfed 
the  pain  whicli  Mme  such  conuderB(ion.i  have  al- 
ready awakened."  And  ilten,  recovering  hiiiv- 
adf,  he  said  more  calmly,  "  But  no;  diis  is 
mere  selfishness  in  mc,  to  shrink  from  any  disdo- 
eurv  of  this  kind ;  besidoi,  I  may  defer  it  to  a  future 
opportunity,  and  nflvr  our  uiiiuu.  Yet,  yes; 
It  shall  be  »o — it  must  be  so  I  It  b  agreed,  tiMn, 
m  meet  at  l.onon,  if  you  ar«  forced  to  quit 
your  home.  If  not,  I  will  come  back  Imtu  to  you ; 
•  ..  *  iiutyoo  will  write.  .  ■  .  Farewell!" 
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Scarcely  had  Gertrude  time  to  answci'  back  the 
word  of  porting,  ns  h«  snulclied  her  eagerly  to  his 
heart  nii<l  pressed  his  lips  to  hers,— whcr«  soul  met 
Houl  at  tlte  lips  us  truly  as  heart  beat  agaiti^t  heart 
— when  the  voice  of  Mrs.  Wctherby  was  heard 
without,  requesting  admittance'  Renmorc  de- 
layed not  lo  gratify  her  requeni,  when  she  entered, 
snd  looking  round  the  room,  with  on  inquiry  pur* 
porting  that  she  fonctcd  her  daughter's  voice  had 
been  overheard  by  her,  she  left  it  ngsin  on  fiading 
llie  object  of  her  seiircb  was  not  tliere.  Gertrude 
had  escaped  by  ilie  opposite  door. 

Rcnmore,  left  to  himself  again,  turned  once  more 
(after  having  locked  both  the  doors  of  his  room)  to 
hb  "  literary"  occupations,  satis6cd  with  the  expla* 
nation  he  luid  given  Gertrude,  and  above  oil, 
sattsScd  with  having,  as  he  doubted  not,  placed 
her  cflectually  on  her  guard  ogaJnti  nny  crimina- 
tions that  the  vxaspcralion  or  malice  of  his  enemy 
might  urge  him  to  utter  against  him  during  hi«ab* 
•etice,  with  a  view  to  rendering  him  an  object 
ofher  alarm  and  suspicion.  Thaisuch  would  be  the 
case  he  augured,  since  he  had  no  doubt  tli»t  tbe 
writer  of  the  anonymous  epistle  in  his  disfavour 
was  Quandish.  Meantime,  ere  we  leave  him  to 
his  "  literary  lucubrnlion,"  it  should  be  observed 
that  the  rcry  card  which  bore  his  "  worthy  frieud" 
Lawton's  *'  autograph"   was  now   placed  on  the 
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befen  him ;  if  he  had,  as  he  has  just  been 
I  to  mention,  any  hesitation  as  to  whether  he 
id  Tisit  Blacktam  or  not,  we  may  here  state 
hii  hesitation  was  now  at  an  end.  Being 
riled,  as  our  "  Colonel"  was,  in  his  quarters  at 
ermere,  the  course  of  his  campaign  was  at  once 
nuDed  to  be  in  the  direction  of  Blacktam, 
tier  he  was  under  an  engagement  to  go,  and 
«,  no  doubt,  he  was  by  tliis  time  eagerly  ex- 
id. 
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CHAPTEa  VII. 


"  iIop«  and  pracv 
On  all  who  lieanl  him  did  sibida ; 
Tli«  *ubile  wiichcraft  of  bis  tongue 
Unlock  d  Uiair  hearu." 

Snr.LLtv. 


The  period  of  oai-  hero's  vbit  to  Blacktam  was 
looked  ibrward  to  with  no  ooiDmon  interesi,  both 
by  llic  fair  mistress  of  Blocktani  and  her  sagacious 
aire  ;  though  the  causes  of  their  iiitvrutt  might  not 
have  been  ahogcther  the  same.  Mr.  I^wtoD.  fi 
the  firM  period  of  his  ncqunintancc  with  hb 
peeled  guett,  had  never  sallied  forth  on  anv 
venture  of  improvement  witliout  wLJiing  Coloi 
Rciunore  ooidd  but  see  it! 

"  For  onee,"  be  would  exclaim,  witli  amu^nf; 
self-complacency,  "  I  have  come  in  contact  with  a 
sensible,  unprejudiced  pcrsOD,  who  exhibits  no  petty 
j«a]ousy  as  to  lite  merits  of  anotlier  man's  itivcn- 
tJoiw  iicid  improrements,  to  {{ratify  whidi,  a  system 
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of  mpan,  unworthy  detraction  »  piinucd — ahem  [— 
\t»;  there  am  some  I  couUI  niiin«  to  wliotD  I  cui 
never  shew  any  single  experiment  1  am  procwtling 
with,  hui  tliey  must  niT«ls  find  some  fault — Miggcst 
some  djfficuliy — Kome  obstacle  to  the  chance  of 
Its  success.  Pshaw  I  1  deijibe  tudi  spirits.  All 
this  is  jealousy, — sheer  envy  at  heinj;  ouutripped 
in  t)ic  exalted  race  c^  extending  tl»e  range  of 
'  scientific  invention,'  oflcring  new  and  improved 
metliods  for  fociliisling  agricultural  and  mectianicol 
opemioiis,  luid,  in  iiict,  Iwing  bcnefactoni  lo  our 
counirj." 

Thus  «outIic<l  by  the  flanering  nncdon  which 
seif-oomplacency  laid  to  his  »oul,  the  worthy  Mr. 
l^wton  piqued  htniMcir  no  less  on  his  sagacity 
in  experiinent  and  invention,  tlian  on  the  exjilied- 
ness  of  his  character  as  l>eing  of  public  benefit  to 
mankind.  A  great  man  was  he  in  his  own  eyes; 
and  piqued,  as  he  justly  felt  himself  to  be,  with 
those  objections  to  his  plans  which  otliers  exhibited, 
(and  which  he  imputed  with  natural  and  pardonable 
vanity  to  jealousy.)  he  was  delighted  with  tlift 
generosity,  above  al)  other  traits,  which  he  had 
discovered  in  our  hero,  who  could  afford  to  listen 
to  Ute  arduous  achievements  of  another,  without 
feeling  the  malignani  influence  of  sordid  envy. 
Colonel  Renmore,  tlK'n,  was  no  less  an  object  of 
miration  to  the  sire  Gir  his  magnanimity  and 
'candour,  tlian  tic  was  to  the  ^  Laura  f<ff  his 
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gsllonlry,  engagiog  manner,  and  accomplish- 
mentn.  la  tact,  she  might  well  esteem  every 
oite  else  as  insipid  in  cojnpnrison  wiih  him,  con- 
sidering the  little  xho  luul  as  yei  seen  i>f  tha  world 
and  society,  and  m»  alive,  consequently,  us  she  was 
to  any  impression, — toeing,  as  yet,  but  as  wax,  new 
and  soft  fur  ilie  reception  of  the  stamp  tliat  should 
slinpe  or  mark  it. — She  van,  on  the  present  occasioti, 
seated  nt  the  instrument,  while  Mr,  Lawton 
occupied  in  conning  a  large  "  scroll,"  or  "  roli 
radier,  of  paper,  purporting  to  he  no  less  porten- 
tous s  doctmicnt  than  a  "  plan"  for  Uic  improve- 
inenl  of  tlie  libitkuim  manor.  At  Icn^,  he 
threw  it  down  on  the  table,  as  he  turned 
daughter — 

*'  Come,  come,  my  dear,  play  something  else- 
let  OS  have  a  little  variety — dial  is  n  charming 
thing,  no  doiihi,  which  you  played  in  accompaai- 
ment  witli  (xJonel  Renmore  tlie  oOter  tiight,  but 
you  have  been  playing  scarcely  anytliing  else 
since." 

*'  Indeed,  papa !  1  was  not  aware  I  bad  played 
it  so  often;   but— but,"  replied   Latura,  smiling, 
while  thi.'  blush  nwc  in  her  ehcek— 
.  "  But — but,"  interposed   Mr.  Lawton,  sml 
in  turn,  "  to  whatever  strain  ll»e  heort— eh  ?r 
turned,  to  that  it  recurs  involuntarily,  and  with 
anchanging  pleasure — oh  ?— umpb  !" 

"  My  (h;ar  papa,  how  can  you  think  of  luch  i 
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n-pli«U  LanrK,  ox  the  blusli  wore  a  jret 
lieightened  crlmscM)  owr  her  liur  (urebood  and 
lice. 

"Well,  well,"  continued  Mr.  Lawton>  half' 
playfully,  half  senously, — expresing  himself  in  hit 
usually  important  manner,  Iwwcvcr,  ..."  Wellt 
well,  child,  more  improlMible  tilings  luive  hsp- 
penetl — uliein  !— diui — no!  f  wont  uiy  what.  .  .  . 
However,  thus  oiuch  I  will  say — ahem  !— that 
tlw  Colonel  is  a  person  of  high  tjualilications ;  yo-aa 
—as  mnch  so  as  .  .  .  ." 

**  My  dear  papu!"  intcqN»ecl  Laura,  still  crim- 
soned over  witli  blushes,  and  laughing  at  ber 
(atlter's  banter, as  slicn-as  willing  to  tn-at  it,  diongb 
she  perlinps  might  tacitly  own  it  would  not  displc 
Iter  wtre  its  application  true. 

"  As  much  90,"  continued  Mr.  Lawion,  "  aa  of 
high  pretensions ;  and — ahem  ! — I  do  not  wonder 
8t  his  having  made  bim»clf  acceptable  (na  I  »as-  ' 
poet)  to  a  certain  young  lady  not  a  hundred  miles 
from  BliMjlituni." 

"  How  ridiculous  t  my  dear  papa.** 

**  For — ahem  I — be,  no  doubt,  poid  her  uo  in* 
considerable  attentions ;  and  should  they  be — 
^em  ! — increased,  why  .  .  ." 

"  Uow  cnn  you  continue  to  tense  roe  so,"  said 
Laura,  laughing,  as  s)>e  tieclared  site  could  not  un- 
derstand to  what  her  father  was  alluding,  while  he 
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spoke  thus ;  and  so  saying,  sbe  rase  from  tlie  in- 
strument, and  taking  up  iho  portentous  sheet,  or 
roll,  of  improvements  of  tlic  BIscktam  manor, 
asked  wlmt  wiu  being  procecilwl  wit)i  on  tlic 
present  day.  This  suggestion  recalled  Mr.  Law 
ton  to  his  fsTourile  topic. 

*'  Ah !  you  remind  me  wdJ,  child.  We  will  go 
out  together  and  six  how  the  ilex  trees  thrive  that 
I  had  tT«i»|^anted  the  other  diiy  to  fill  up  the 
racant  spot  in  the  lawn.  Come,  put  on  your 
bonnet,  and  join  me  on  tltc  lawn." 

So  saying,  Mr.  Lawion  sallied  fortli  to  witness 
the  condition  of  (he  ornamenlid  trees  in  question. 
leaving  I^aura  to  follow  htm,  which  site  shortly 
fiAcr  did,  as  he  stood  coiitcmplaitng  the  trees  on 
the  lawi),  while  he  excluiaie<)  in  a  tone  ofself-com* 
plaecnt  triumph — 

"  There !  I  was  told  when  I  entered  on  tl>e 
experiment  of  transplanting  these  trees,  iliet 
ttteir  growth  was  too  advanced*  to  admit  of  any 
hope  of  their  xurviving  the  ntiempU  .  .  .  Pooh  I 
it  wafi  to  prove  (his,  as  well  as  to  lill  up  the  gap  in 
the  lawn,  tliat  the  experiment  was  made." 

*  The  honieohunl  imier  w31  remember  willi  iaitnM  Sit 
tl.  Slewan'i  umilar  cxpNioMUL  (Sm  Blackwood'*  Hag, 
IH39.)  Th*tMmnLi»pliiBi«<l  wcKortweaty-fiTeyean'Siowlh 
Bad  itpvnn!):  but,  in  tuch  an  experiment,  more  ouilioa  and 
nanafemeni  an  nquiuto  ihao  bclotiR  lo  ihn  (iiuKtor  of  otir 
too  ttiigutne  ood  MU-complaccbi  "  conjuror  of  Blackiwa." 
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fTlre  trees,  we  shoulil  obscrrc  with  a  "  Nola 
Bsoe,"  were  of  thirty  ycmra'  growth.] 

'*  Ccrtiiinly,  pnpa  ;  but  don't  you  cotui<W  ihitt 
the  leaves  b<^a  la  look  i  little  xmr  aitil  foxy  ?" 

«  Pooti !  pooh  I  not  n  jot,  not  a  jot ; — Juit  at 
first,  perhaps,  ihcy  niny  look  n  little  Icmi  liveJy ; 
but  it  vxf  mere  jcniunn'  tlint  dicimed  ilic  »iigges- 
tion  of  certain  pi-ntoiu  lo  wt>om  I  meniioneil  the 
expcriniMil." 

"  \V'hat  was  th«l  ?" 

"  \\''hy,  that  I  was  merely  digfpng  holes  in  thn 
bCM  piece  of  turf  1  had  about  the  grounds,  iiuteatd 
of  iranspUnting.' " 

•'  Uut  tlien  lite  froeu,  papa — how  wilt  they  hear 
tfae  frosts  ?  For  I  am  told  titat  mes,  odvancttl  in 
growth  so  much  ns  lltrae,  arc  rarely  to  be  moved 
from  tlieir  original  site  with  any  chance  of  success." 
"  My  dear  diiWI,  yoa  know  little  about  tlicse 
matters.  The  fixMs.  indeed !  1  know  well  that 
lliif  objection  has  been  made.  I  have  known  a 
whole  grove  of  luurek,  ay,  more  tlian  enough  to 
deconte  the  brown  of  iIk  wiiole  conclnvc  of  our 
'^nii  of  the  lake* — I  say,  1  have  kttuwn  it  all 
destroyed  by  tlie  frasts  in  one  nighL  This  is  true ; 
(ahem !)  but  it  is  an  evil  these  ilex  trees  might 
hare  suiTered  in  their  original  position,  and  docs 
not  follow  as  a  necessarj'  comequcncc  on  ihcir  pre- 
sent one.      Pshaw]  1  bale  nnrh  trumpery  objec- 
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lions.  I  wish  Colonel  Renmore  were  here.  1 
am  sure  he  would  join  wiih  me  in  considering " 

"  Why,  pnpn,  who  is  this  riding  up  the 
park?"  intcfpoiwd  LAiiro,  as  hcc  attention  was 
now  occufHeil  hy  tlw  ctrcumstAncc  of  which  she 
bad  juKt  upprt*ed  Mr.  Lnwton,  who,  turning  his 
qr«5  nway  from  Hm  il«x  trees  to  tlie  cqtKstrim 
ctrtnger  in  the  park,  excliiinicd — 

'*  Why,  bless  me,  bow  singubtrl  it  is  the  rtrj 
person  I  was  wishing  were  here.  It  is  Colonel 
Betiraore  hiraielfl" 

fjo  saying.  Afr.  Lawton  and  his  daughter  pfx^ 
cceded  in  tlio  direction  of  the  house,  towards  the 
portico  of  which  our  hero  was  now  nenrcr  and  nearer 
approaching,  followed  hy  n  groom  he  had  newly 
taken  into  his  service.  Nor  was  it  long  before  be 
alighted,  a«  the  groom  had  now  ridden  np,  and  by 
the  awkward  mode  in  which  tte  touched  hit  hat, 
and  even  ''  mode  n  teg,"  as  he  drew  hts  foot  bach 
from  tite  stirrup,  plainly  shewed  that  he  wu  some 
"  Johnny  Raw"  of  the  neighbourhood  whom  the 
Colonel  liad  kindly  taken  into  his  service.  He  had 
taken  him,  in  fact,  as  a  sort  of  "  vaUt-dt-plate"  oa 
the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  filacktarn,  being  the 
best  tliat  offered ;  and  not  a  little  atoused  was  Mr, 
L«wton  to  recognise,  though  it  was  niili  some  dif- 
Iculiy,  tlic  waggish  physiognomy  and  carroty  locks 
fhonestJock)  the  Bultermcrc carrier,  who  having 
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be«n  oui  of  work,  w»a  glad  (o  accept  Uenmore** 
proposal  of  accumpitDying  him  as  groom,  nrul  ik- 
cordingly  doRcd  his  ctnock-frock,  and  donned  a 
spruce  Hwry,  with  eocbadc,  lop-boou,  &c.  The 
worthy  squire  coutd  not  rcfniin  (after  havinj; 
greeted  the  '^nuutcr")  from  uttering  a  word  of 
Tcoognition  to  the  "  mnn,"  who  was  well  known 
througtioul  \i\ii  ncigtiboiirltoud. 

"  Why,  Jock,  9D  you  are  pronwied,"  he  «aid  ; 
"  I'm  giod  to  see  it." 

'•  Promoted,  Sir  I  what's  that?"  asked  the  new 
groom* 

"Why,  Miftedup/Jockl" 
"  W«ll,  so  it  is  now,"  replied  Jock ;  "  for  I  am 
lifted  up  6rom  the  ground  to  the  saddle !  ami,  I 
take  it,  I've  got  the  '  saddle  on  lite  right  Imrsc,'  in 
the  Colonel's  service.  From  'carrying,'  I  am  now 
'  carried'  myself,"  added  our  Touchstone. 

"  Active  and  pasave  tnoodx  l)oth,  llicn,  arc  yoa 
perfect  in,  Jock  !"  said  his  inastcr,  gooil -humour* 
ediy ;  "  so  yoa   will  please  now  to  exercise   the  i 
first  of  these,  in  *  Dairying'  olT  the  horses  to  the 
stable,  whQe  I  join  Mr.  Lawton." 

Jock  toudied  his  hat,  and  dwl  n-t  he  was  hid ; 
while  Mr.  Lawton,  now  extending  his  hand  to  our 
hero,  again  expressed  his  pleasure  at  seeing  him. 

**  I^ura  and  myself  were  but  this  moment  pa.u 
speaking  of  you,  and  wishing  you  were  with  us, 
oS 


124 


ADVEJftORES  OF 


that  wc  niiglit  ti«v«  ttw  ben«iit  of  your  good  Uutie 
on  thu  Kubjvct  of  a  little  *  experiment'  that  we  are 
amusing  ourselves  witli  just  at  preKOi." 

Renmore  smiled  as  be  took  ofThis  liat  and  bowed 
to  Miss  Lawton.  wliilo  he  replied  to  llic  cordial 
greeting  of  bis  host  by  expressing  bow  happy  he 
was  to  have  come  in  upon  them  at  so  interesting  a 
juncture. 

'I^c  wlwie  party  immediately  proceeded  lowards 
tbe  lawn,  as  our  hero  declined  the  ofier  of  entering 
tlie  IwHsc  find  inking  rcfreshtncnt,  which  irtut  sug- 
gested by  his  curcful  host  witti  his  usual  good- 
humoured  hospitality. 

"  Well,  then,  wo  will  look  round  the  groundn." 

Of  course  the  Grst  object  of  inspection  offered 
their  "  distinguished  gutsl"  wiu  tlutt  of  tlie  ilex 
trees  i  and  when  the  ''slight  ohjecttou"  relative  to 
their  fate  from  the  frosts  was  uttered  oontemplu> 
ously  by  the  sangnine  cxpcrimenulist,  our  hcroV 
well-bred  forbearance  perfectly  iindersJood  how  to 
humour  Ji»  good  host's  weakness,  as  he  obaarved, 
in  a  slniii  of  equal  contempt — 

"  Beally,  if  we  were  to  regard  evetytliing  we 
undertook  in  diU  frosty  way,  the  stream  of  tm* 
provcmcnt  would  run  faint  and  flaggittg  indeed 
^nay,  would  he  quite  xt/ignaiit  V 

"  To  lie  sure  I  Well  sailtl !— good ! — cleverly  illus- 
trated !"  exclaimed  tlie  filackiaru  conjuror,  tnbigii 
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exaltation.  .  .  .  **  AikI  i«  not  the  lawn  improred 
by  them  ?"  l«  Dontinueil,  lookinji;  round. 

■*  The  place  b  worth  infliiilely  tDOr«,  from  (!ie 
ornament  they  eilbrtl,"  replied  It«nmore,  apjm- 
rendy  no  less  gratifiMl  thui  UwsdentifK  gentleman 
who  planted  them. 

"  Worth  hiindredi  more !"  contioued  Lawton, 
taking  Dp  tlie  wonk  of  bLi  guest ;  "  aiid  yet  I  v** 
told  1  wiu  hut  '  wrasting  time  in  digging  holes'— 
mark  thai — ay,  '  digging  lioleG* — in  tlie  Uwn,  and 
preparing  logs  for  the  fire  ! — ha,  ha  T 

"And  I  think  you  were  told  rigbti"  thought 
Remnorc;  while  he  composed  his  countcnancei 
and  sagely  obecrvcd,  "  It  would  be  well  for  ibeae 
prognosticatorB  of  ill  to  wsit  until  the  evil  arrives, 
before  the  utlcrBncc  of  their  ill-natured  outcry.  Ill- 
luck  nlwA)-B  Brrires  too  soon  ;  and  it  t*  timu  enotigh 
for  us  to  miw  our  voice*  when  wu  meet  it." 

"  Well  said ! — splendid '. — now  that  \«  what  f  calt 
phikMOphy  !"  said  the  exulting  vxperimenulist,  not 
overt»caring  Ute  remark  which,  in  a  lowered  tone, 
his  guest  addressed  to  his  fair  husteM,  u  be  ob> 
Mrvul,  bi  die  course  of  the  "  hy-play"  of  conver- 
Mtioa  which  he  had  all  this  time  been  carrying  on 
with  herself — 

"  Not  to  mention  that  it  is  as  well  with  a  little 
foresight  to  prercnt,  if  we  can,  the  mi»chieft>  that 
may  happen  ;  and  with  ihcm  the  neceisity  of  blam- 
ing oar  own  folly  or  bltudiMSS*  «■  it  may  be.     Of 
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course,  I  do  not  apply  this  remark  lo  the  present 
instance,  but  speak  gcnvrally." 

Laum  !ii»il«<l,  M  tlwu^li » liulc  Kepikftl  u  to  the 
cnliri:  siuceriiy  of  ihli  remnrk,  tliough  Kite  wu 
willii^  to  acknowletlge  iu  politenets ;  and  slic  now 
led  tlie  way  down  a  wide  gratel  walk,  forming  a 
terrace*  fmcad  on  one  side  witli  a  stalely  lit-dgc 
of  yew  trees,  quite  according  to  the  fashion  of  ilie 
true  ok)  Englisli  gardens.  About  the  centnt  of 
tliis  terrace,  access  was  given  to  it  by  a  sptidotu 
flight  of  turf  steps,  which  oommaiKled  a  ttoble  and 
extensive  prospect. 

*'  Cliarming  !  ddightful  I"  exclaimed  Renmor^ 
as  he  stood  gaxing  on  the  wide  mase  of  vale,  and 
wood,  and  flood,  spread  as  a  map  beneatli  him,  br 
as  eye  could  stretch.  "  You  arc  bvautifulty  situated 
here,  Miss  Lawion.  I  know  on  spot  in  the  whole 
of  what  I  have  seen  in  this  district  more  desir* 
able  than  Blncktarn." 

"  I  hope  you  will  become  better  acquainted  witli 
iti"  said  his  hearty  host,  as  Laura  added — 

"  Indeed,  I  hc^e  so,  loo.  But  do  you  des- 
crj-,"  she  continued,  pointing  out  an  object  in 
i)m  proopecl,  "tliat  white  'speck'  tlirough  tbo 
tree*,  on  the  other  side  the  sheet  of  water,  to  the 
left?" 

*'  Oil  yes,  perfectly ;  and  if  I  mistake  not,  thai 
mutt  be  our  friend  Miss  Howbiggen's  residence,  at 
the  furilter  side  of  the  lake  of  Buttermere." 
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**  I  pointed  il  oat,"  coniiuued  Laura,  "  for  1 
wai  jtist  gp'aig  to  inquire  of  you  whether  her  inviK 
iid  brother,  Mr.  Howbigg«ii,  u  better  than  Ite  wm 
the  other  Any  ?  Yon  were  going  to  nay  a  short 
time,  were  you  not,  at  their  bouM '/" 

**  iDiked,"  replied  Renmore,  ■*  they  did  tnc  the 
honour  to  ask  nic  there ;  but  I  couUl  noi  hesitMt 
for  one  momGol  which  to  prefer — ttie  aimctiom 
of  Blacktam  or  Miss  llowbiggen's — bowerer  sen- 
sihte  1  might  be  of  that  lady's  ailention  ;"  and  )>ere 
he  bowed,  while  I  Jium  smiled  and  coloured  slightly 
in  mrknow]<.-dginvni  of  the  coniplintent,  aa  Mr. 
Lawton  interposeil — 

"  Ami  I  hope  now  yon  have  oomo  lo  see  us, 
Colond,  you  will  not  be  in  too  ^cnt  a  hurry  to  mo 
Away  Qiom  u>.  You  will  stay,  of  course,  over  the 
period  of  the  boat-imoe?* 

"  I'm  sure  i  shall  be  delif^ted  to  stay  as  long  n 
1  may  be  nbln,"  replied  Ilenmore.  "  And  when  is 
liie  boat-race  ?  I  have  not  yet  heard  any  tidings 
concerning  it<" 

**  Oh,  quite  a  '  regatta^  on  take  Derwentwater  t 
There  is  aUo  to  be  a  oelebnuion  on  the  principal  !•• 
land — a  grand  Howcr-show,  previously  to  tl>e  race, 
and  Laura,  I  hope,  will  acnd  some  specimens  which 
will  not  be  far  from  carryiiiK  off  the  priw.  By- 
the-byc,  you  must  »l)cw  (;k>lonel  Kenmore  the  con- 
senratoiy  after  dinner.  When  is  the  festiral  to 
be,  my  dear— on  the  IStb  or  SOth  ?" 
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*'  I  think  as  Inle  as  th«  SOlh,  wliich  is  Icn  dn}-> 
bonce." 

"Oh.  I  hope  certainlj-  to  prolong  my  sUty  in  tliii 
neigh bourliood,"  said  Itenmore,  '*  unlil  then ;"  and 
he  was  going  here  to  mnkc  some  remark  compli- 
mentary on  his  lair  hostess's  taste  for  Sowers,  when 
Air.  Lnwiori  interposed— 

"  What  I  only  so  short  a  lime  do  you  %t»y  as  ten 
days'!*  Well,  I  Utai  thai  clnriiig  thai  period 
(brief  as  it  U)  jkhi  will  make  Klnckiam  your 
home.  It  will  afRird  much  pleasure  to  Launi  and 
myself." 

•*  Indeed,  you  lionoiir  me  greatly,"  replied  R«tt- 
more ;  "  and  I  need  iMauncely  say,"  he  continued, 
addreming  liimscir  to  Tjiiiru,  *'tliHt  if  I  nm  per* 
mitml  by  circumstances  to  remain  here,  I  slinll  be 
delighted  to  do  so.  In  fact,  nothing  but  duliu 
unavoidably  requiring  my  absence  would  willit^ly 
take  me  away  from  a  spot  so  delightful,  and  wbefe 
1  find  Httracttons  so  great." 

Ldiunt  coloured  agab,  and  hastily  exchanged 
glances  with  her  sire,  wlmse  portentous  look  (meant 
as  it  was  to  be  ugnificant)  did  not  escape  the 
notice  of  otir  hero,  who  could  not  but  be  benstUe 
that  he  miglit  very  well  fed  himseilf  perfectly  "  at 
home"  witli  the  good  innoceiit»,  hit  host  and  yoirtb* 
fnl  hostess,  whose  hearts  and  conf>dencc  he  had  so 
coniplctcly  won. 

"  By-the-bye,"  said  Mr.  Lnwton,  as  they  turned 
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ly  from  the  view  of  IIowljiggeD's  house,  **  do 
ytm  retoember  tlie  bet  we  had  after  dinner,  Colo> 
nel?  I  mean  on  tbe  eveoing  we  pamvd  together 
at  Iluwbjggen's." 

"  Tile  bet  ?"  replied  Rgnmorc,  with  pretended 
igaoTamx. 

"  Y«f,  to  be  suri^— obout  Hntfielil." 

"Oltl — that  he  would  not  oounieH«tt  your 
handwritiiif;-  Ob,  yt*,  I  remember  it  now  you 
menikjii  it ;  but  there  is  so  litil«  likelihotxl  ihnt  wc 
•liiill  ever  s«e  lite  subject  oi*  tlie  bet  accx>mplbl)od, 
that  lite  circumstance  had  whi^ly  escnped  nty 
memorir." 

"  It  would  be  iinpomble  for  him  not  lo  be  de- 
lected. Anybody  wl»o  has  seen  my  handwriting 
knows  it  cannot  be  for^^).  My  Iniiker  at  Cocker- 
inoutb  would  be  able,  for  example,  to  tell  at  a 
glance  wliothcr  the  luindwriting  of  tbe  cheque 
offered  Uivm  ns  mine  were  genuine  or  not." 

**  Your  banker  at  Cockermouth  V  thougtu  Ren- 
more  to  himself,  tut  if  (bis  was  a  slight  piece  of 
information  it  was  interesting  to  bini  to  know; 
then  be  coiiliiiucd  alotul)  as  be  smiled  miil  looked 
tovDfds  Laura — 

•'  Oh,  tliat  fellow's  addresB  would  l)e  able  lo  ac- 
complisli  anytliing.if  he  had  the  opportunity.  Why, 
for  a  bet,  he  would  even  have  ilw  audacity,  not 
only  to  endeavour  to  counterfeit  yotir  autograph, 
a3 
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but  do  unytliing  ycl  more  nnluoutv— ajr,  rut 
with  the  Iteircss  of  Blackuirn  herKlf  I" 

'■  Well,  I«t  ni<!  cntch  tiitn  acliicving  thac,  and  he       i 
nixy  claim  Ave  litiiidred  pouiidii !"  ^| 

"  Thniik  you,  pnpit,  I'm  nmcli  obliged  to  yoo" 
replied  Lauru,  laugliing;  "  1  d»  not  ut  al)  bu]gun 
for  such  a  proof  of  eiUier  his  audacity  or  ndrcMineK 
8$  this.  Yet  I  should  like  lo  seo  bint  v«ry  mudi. 
So  dcver  a  (>erson  aiid  so  accompli^cii  (as  1  am 
told)  may  well  be  an  object  of  curiosity.  Is  he^ 
liandsomc  i"  B 

"  I  really  don't  know,"  said  lU-nmore ;  "  «nd 
even  if  be  wcrv,  /  ought  nol  to  »»y  do  ;  for  tlo  yoa 
know,"  Iw  continued,  laughing  os  though  relating 
n  good  joke,  "  /  have  been  totd  1  bear  BOtna  rw* 
semilaHCe  to  him  •  " 

*'  Oh,   then  I  am  sure  he  .  .  .  .'*  said  Laurii^ 
checking  hcisclf,  as  s}ic  colourcti  and  Inughed; 
while  Mr.  Lawton  taking  up  hvr  words,  supplied 
tht-m  as  he  exclaimed— 

"  Is  hoiHWnic !  you  were  going  to  «ay,  child.  1 
Well,  so  he  is, — ha,  bit !  Dut  only  tn  think,"  he  con- 
tinued, as  be  laughed,  "  that  the  rogue  should  beir 
a  resemblance  to  you,  Colonel.  Pooh,  pooh  I  yon 
may  say  so,  but  1  have  beord  from  those  wbo  bave 
seen  him,  tliat  ho  is  shorter  tluui  you,  and  his  . 
diflbrcnt  coloured  hair."  ^| 

'*Nay,"*aiil  Reiimore,  smiling,  and  continuing™ 
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the  joke,  •'  I  might  be  btghty  flattered  u  linving  the 
likeness  attributed  lo  me.      For  my  vanity,  1  ant ; 
sarc,  woold  be  gratified  to  its  fullest  exlcDi,  since  I 
should  be  an  object  of  curiosity  to  thousands  who 
would  statu]  on  tip-toc  to  calcb  a  gbmpM  of  me." 

"Good,  good?— true, tnio!" replied  Mr. LawioH) 
winding  up  the  wliole  with  lits  ^fiot  of  approbatiui), 
while  the  trio  had  now  retunied  to  the  portico  of' 
ihe  hotise,  the  period  of  diooer  being  last  a|>- 
proaclung.  Laun  now  UMik  her  leave,  for  a  time, 
of  her  goesi,  who  wa«  shewn  to  the  room  appro- 
priated to  bis  use;  and  the  toilette  having  occupied 
tl>e  imponnnt  tntemil  erf*  the  next  half-hour,  the 
parly  net  again,  aad  Colonel  lUiimore  had  soon 
the  honour  of  handing  Utc  heiress  of  Ulackiarn 
into  the  dining-room. 

Mr.  Lawlon'ii  table  exhibited  everything  that  an  ' 
old  Englisli  country  gentleman's  bospiitdity  cooM 
afford.  Venbon  tliat  liad  run  in  liti  own  pork, 
pike  that  Iiad  darted  in  his  own  pools,  leveret  And 
moor-poidt;  and  as  to  the  last,  it  ttiuy  be  otxerved 
that  the  year  wih  not  advanced  enough  to  nlford  a 
specimen  of  tlie  biril  in  its  more  matured  growtii 
and  flavour.  In  fact,  Mr.  Lnwton  had  an  honest  i 
pride  in  having  everything  lie  possibly  amid  for 
the  purposes  of  life  from  his  own  domain ;  and 
those  who  were  willing  to  "qiui"  him  for  his 
"  scientific  ntanauvRs"  could  not  do  so  othervrise , 
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tliaii  goo^-hutiiourctlly ;  fur  lh«y  iuid  only  lo  enter 
liit  <lo(>rs  ta  dt»cover  \m  tliorougli  goodness  of 
huirt,  atul  pleasure  in  exercising  the  rites  of  hospi- 
tality. Uis  pritk  on  tJiis  score  was  twt  less  than 
on  lite  subject  of  hU  supremacy  as  an  cvpcrinxaiul 
pliilosophcr,  (iiiil  even  tlwst  wlw  were  most  ready 
to  satirixc  hiiiit  coon  put  un  exiin>{tiUhcr  ott 
llietr  mure  caustic  pn>pcti»itie«  wiieii  the  »teain  of 
ihe  UlHckiiiru  venison,  ilie  "  fnic  bitter"  of  tlw 
moor-fonlfronitlteUlackturngtensaiidbcatb-cragSi 
regaled  them.  "  What  can  equal  our  good  friend.. 
Lnwtoti's  'tfc«Ttt,'  csccpl  his — dinnei-sl"  would  Dr. 
Kslailc  vxcUitn  in  tlw  tnn:  spirit  of  llint  r^c»- 
rUm  for  wliicli  lie  u*iu>  di»tingiit«)iMl.  And,  indtx-d, 
thou^  the  "  bofH-Tivwit "  Doctor  ttsMl  to  moke 
merry  at  tKe  expense  of  liis  friend  I^awton,  he  no 
less  entertained  a  consideruble  dejtree  u(  etteeni  for 
him,  and  respect  lou,  as  reganleit  the  betier  and 
more  generous  (|ualitics  li«  possessed. 

Ihit  dinner  being  over,  and  Laura  having  now 
retii-cd  from  tlie  lalile  where  she  had  presided  nriih 
so  mucii  grac«.  Colonel  Kcnmore  was  left  alone 
with  hi»  Itost  and  the  claret.  But  tlKir  libation* 
were  not  very  prolractcd,  exhibiting  n  worthy  breach 
of  the  t>ilenijin  observance  of  tlte  tiuie,  which 
an  age  of  "  toping"  after  dinner. 

On  Itcn  more  "scntrance  into  ihc  drawing-room, 
was  slinck  with  the  antiqiK*  beauty  uf  its  style  and 
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(adiion.  The  furiiiuire  mu  nil  inoMiivv  nnt)  profusely 
gilded ;  so  were  ihe  borden  uf  lli«  winitow-friiniat, 
iralls,  and  ceiling;  the  looking-gliuHcs  were  iit  ihe 
LouH  XIV.  style,  and  llic  c^^iling  was  vatilled,  and 
psinlcd  wKh  designs  which  bespoke  more  taste  iban 
hv  ImuI  ever  drcatMi-d  of  tlitcovcring  amongst  the 
Jcvioiu  witdsof  ItWkiani.  Utit  itiwic  ilvcorationa 
were  executed  iimicr  tii<:  Mipcrvitiion  of  llw  grnnd- 
fwtherof  tti«  present  proprivtor;  whtcli  Iiwt  ])er«on,ir 
iiewa&unali)edu)y  loappreciaie  ihem  tor  their  iniritt- 
nc  merit,  certainly  Itelil  Uiem  in  high  esleen)  as  bit 
as  their  character  of  ramily  memorial  was  conceraed. 

Tlie  eye  was  very  nfjreotlily  met  by  a  l^rge  glua 
door  at  the  end  of  the  room,  exhibiting,  in  n  con- 
serrsiorr  wiihin,  n  biiiiiiifiil  nswrtmcnt  of  exotics; 
wbllc  hut!*  of  all  varieties,  and  blossoms  of  all 
odonrt,  juineil  tlieir  combined  tribute  of  iK-nuty  and 
frajpvnce  to  gratify  both  &ight  ai>d  smell  on  enter- 
ing iL 

**  A  perfect  paradiw  tins,  indeed  I"  said  Ren* 
more,  as  tie  wtdketl  roinid  it,  escorted  by  Laura. 
*'  II  is  difficult  to  know  on  which  nide  lo  ttu'n  first, 
to  dasKleil  and  deli){hted  is  i)>c  eye  with  nil.  You 
are  akilled  in  Uie  scieitce  of  flowers,  doubtless,  Miss 
Lawton  ?  At  any  rate,  your  taste  for  ilicir  varietiesa 
both  natirc  and  foreign,  is,  I  can  easily  sou,  moDi 
eminent." 

It  i5  incumbent  on  us  to  menitoD  here  that 
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amongst  tltc  variotis  nccompltUimenls  of  lliis  sin- 
gular, liny,  "gifteti"  person,  Rcnmore  or  Hat- 
fittld, — botany  was  not  amongst  llic  least  prominnnt. 
In  answer  to  bis  observation,  Mr.  Luwlon  said — 

"Yes;  Laura  amuses  fa«rseir  in  tlus  way  now 
and  then — nay,  slic  is  not  an  unworthy  disciple  of 
LioniEUSi  I  can  k*ll  you,  Culonel." 

**  Oh !  rcaily,  papa,  you  give  roe  credit  for  atiri- 
butn  more  scientific  than  I  deserve,  or  indeed 
desire;  for,"  Bl>e  aildetl,  smiling  to  Ilenroore,  "ray 
ambition  doe>  not  reach  so  high  as  to  st>-le  myself 
a  *  Iwlanist.'  I  am  a  very  poor  member  of  the 
blue-siocktng  sisterhood.  Tile  pleasure  the  fiowen 
afford  me  in  their  variety,  and  the  superior  beauty 
with  which  they  repay  any  additional  care  of  them, 
is  what  chiefly  interests  mc  in  them." 

'*  And  permit  mc  to  odd,"  said  Renmotv,  *'that 
this  is  what  is  chiefly  deserving,  too,  of  your  inter* 
est.  Although  I  will  not  call  l>otany  altc^tber 
so  peuy  or  dry  a  study  as  nisny  consider  it,  yei  I 
think,  in  pursuing  it,  we  often  lose  sight  of  that 
which  coiuiituict  the  main  charm  of  the  lovely 
world  of  flowers.  'Hieir  chief  interest  is,  I  think, 
in  tliat  Unguage  which  tlio  mind  and  feelings  in- 
terpret in  ihcm ;  the  gratitude,  for  instance,  with 
whicti  thry  seem  to  re|my  our  care,  and  the  joy 
tltey  sectn  to  testify  under  the  beauty  of  the  sposon 
that  calls  forth  their  Uoom." 
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'<Yc>,  indeed,  1  Oiink  so,"  said  Laura,    while 
Mr.   Lnwton's  anent  exprcaod   it  io   the   rooraj 
pom-pom  cxdamattons,  "  Good  I     Aj,  to  be  sure  I 
Mou  BMir«dly  I" 

"  a*}',"  oontiimvd  Kcnmorct  "  1  often,  accord- 
ing to  the  idea  jiut  expressed,  hold  «rhnt  1  may 
call  a  sort  of  tacit  commune  with  (lowers — ny, 
oa  tliODgti  n  spirit  dwell  in  Uiaii,  and  spoke  in 
ibem.  Indeed,  as  to  their  mere  ritality  aud  forma- 
tkm,  bow  roucli  are  they  like  ilie  human  &ame  f 
They  langui&li  as  we  do,  and  lose  llieir  radiant 
colours  as  wc  do  our  complexions,  in  confinement 
from  the  light.  And  then,  look  again  at  the 
curious  and  minute  ramifications  of  veins  through 
whkli  their  sup,  llic  pale  '  blood'  of  plant 
pacaes." 

"On — tny — word — "  exclaimed  Mr.  Lawion 
with  oracular  emphaau,  now  as  much  eler&ied  by 
the  subject  ns  his  guest  and  daughter  could  b^— 
"  vastly  interesting  consideration  !" 

■-'nien,"  continued  Kenmore,  directing  Laorm*) 
attention  to  a  splendid  specimen  of  'coctos,'^ 
which  was  on  the  stand  close  by  tlicm,  "  sec 
Ihc  beauty  with  which  the  stem  is  hnisliGd  and 
lopped  with  (Ite  tiloisom.  I  tliink  nothing  speaks 
the  wonder  and  'fii>eness'  (if  I  may  use  the  ex* 
prcssion)  of  the  Creator's  hand  more  than  a 
6ower.     And  as  a  specimen  of  his  most  *  cunning' 
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artifice,  I  look  with  reverence  oa  (towere.  Tbeo 
U>e)r  pfluU  aiiJ  chalictis  E)innkin<;  luid  expanding, 
as  (hough  asking  dew  or  cuviploining  oi'  ilrought  1 
Tbcy  lutvtt  n  Unguiig«, — ()»ey  biivr  n  spirit  uid 
a  meaning,  (as  you  well  said,)  in  lliem — which 
coiivej'x  a  double  intere&t  when  taken  into  const- 
deralioii,  beyoutl  ihe  cliarni  of  their  mere  fragruioe 
or  hue  P' 

"De— liglil— full—  pic— lo— ri— all"  ot- 
cUimetl  the  Blncltluru  philuKopher,  all  open-eyed 
and  opcri>nK>ulhed  at  tJte  illustriuiou  iii»  guest  was 
pumuiiig.  l.auRi  ol&u  felt  it  was  deserving  her 
iiitore&t  no  less  than  it  claimed  her  coDcurrencei 
and  neeing  he  hesitated  in  continuing,  slie  said, 
"  Nay ;  pray  go  on." 

**  It  is  lliis  view,  then, of  the  '  v^etable  creation,'* 
he  continued,  "which  exhibits  the  iiMst  emineui 
t(?ahu'es  of  its  claim  to  interest.  The  caiiterus  have 
made  flowers  a  pretty  channel  of  intcrprcUtioa  lo 
itieir  tlioughts,  as  vmbleins  of  feelings  and  senti- 
meots." 

'*  Yes,"  bilcrpoiscd  Laurn,  with  her  usual  just- 
ness of  remark ;  **  but  tliia  is  of  Kim  interest. 
The  making  thetn  reflect,  or  represent  rattier,  &el- 
ingSi  is  B  secondary  source  of  interest,  and  a 
feebler  one  tlian  the  language  that  exists  in  ihem- 
scItcs  [" 

*'So  doubt  1  no  doubt!"  continued  Rcnmoro; 
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^  but  txea  this  consideration  of  th«ni  is  more  inter- 
esting than  witen  tliey  arc  regarded  as  mere  sabjixu 
ibrihe  dry  pedantic  'analysis' of  llie  IwUiuist;  for 
exiunplc,  let  us  tak«  liic  violet.  Who  wotild  de- 
Mret  pray,  to  enter  on  ii  ti^rhnicid  atudysia  of  lu 
<  properties,*  when  its  odour  brentlies  of  vemnl 
sweettiess  and  Iteohh,  and  itH  hues  charm  us  not  lest 
llian  the  eye  of  beauty  itself?" 

And  here,  as  his  glance  met  Laura's,  and  spoke 
its  meaning  that  her  own  beauty  might  well  be 
rcTcrrcd  to,  Uie  hltislt  rose  on  Iht  check  as  he  pro- 
ccodMi  in  n  tone  of  wnrmth,  kinilk-d  no  less  by  l)le 
mlwest  nntl  cltiirni  of  the  nalycct  it»clf  lh«n  by  wt- 
oessing  timt  it  wns  shnml  by  those  he  nddrt-sscd. 

"  It  t»  the  poetry — it  itt  the  Miitimtinl — the  men- 
tal luxury  derived  from  such  lovely  ohjtctx,  tlint 
more  wortliily  aitriici  us  than  nny  dry  rewarch  : 
to  their  niechnnism.  This  is  to  me  like  tearin| 
their  lovely  coloured  leaves  to  bits,  and  sculing 
them  under  foot  [     No,  T  am  no  '  bounisL'  " 

**  Indeed,  vrito  could   be,  Colonel,"    said   Mr. 
Lawton,  "  to  hcnr  you  lake  such  n  much  higher  ukIj 
worthier  ground  for  l)i(^con.*ideriition  of  the  subject!' 
ThcM!   are    'blooming'  ar^unti^l«,  nnd   of  'line 
mould,'—'  liaw— haw— Iwiwr" 

And  here  the  worthy  Lawion  with  due  stlf-com^ 
phicencc  laughed  solemnly  at  the  happincas  of  lite 
*•  hit"  he  had  made,  while  he  now  led  the  way  from 
tho  conservatory  back  again  to  the  drawiiig-ioom, 
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obMiring,  "  Kenlly  it  is  odd  to  me,  since  floven 
have  so  much  '  metaphysical'  and  <  poeticat'  cliarm 
nbout  ibenit  that  the  world  of  science  should  have  ^J 
busied  itself  so  drjly  on  so  fair  a  subject."  ^| 

"  Thitt  is  just  what  Milton  says  of  philoso- 
phy!" obficrrod  Rcnmorc,  scniling;  while  Lawton 
continued — 

*<Nuy;  Linnfeus(ah — ein1}goesM&r,  I  am  Ic^d, 
m  to  enter  into  the  '  family'— the  domestic  history 
of  his  '  world  of  flowers !' — assures  us  they  liave 
their  'ladies  and  gentlemen'  amongst  ihem,  and 
their  marriages  V 

"  And  happy  weddings  and  sweet  hymen: 
must  such  lovers  as  these  boast  of,  and  celebrated 
amidst  all  the  joy  and  glory  of  nnlurc  I"  rejoined 
Ren  more,  smiling.  "The  idea  is  n  pretty  one,  though 
I  confess  they  all  look  so  lovely  alike,  that,  not 
wearing  any  wedding  'favours'  to  distinguoli 
them,  vPe  simnid  be  in  tl>e  dark  as  to  which  wen 
tlie  bride  and  which  the  brid^raom !  Comet" 
he  added,  '  tn  he  sate  down  at  a  little  writing- 
taUe  of  Miss  Lowton's,  as  slie  luid  now  repaired  to 
the  piano-forte — "here  b  a  trifle  expressire  of  our! 
embarrassment  on  this  pretty  theme." 

So  saying,  he  took  the  piece  of  paper  he  had  been 
writing  tlie  lines*  on  (for  such  they  were)  to  the 
pianO)  and  obeerving  that  he  thought  a  paniea- 

a  SpccUnm  of  hii  compMitioo  wck  publUiod  tn  ^ka 
pttlodkal*  of  ihc  Mmti  both  la  vow  and  ptoac. 
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]ir  air  Laura  now  proceeded  to  plajr  would  mit 
theni|  lie  sung  the  following  :— 

"THE  WVES  OF  THE  ROSES. 

"  MoMC,  and  Elo4|oc3>u,  tttd  Love, 
In  Mjffic  neccna  nrUt  nilt 
Huur«'s  delight,  utniod,  tbore. 
In  >U  bet  UoOB,  o'a  Tok  ud  hlD  1 

"SoA  ■>'«  that  Row  ib«  b««e»*  huifa, 
To  hear  il>  sigh,  Uicy  lull  Ihcir  own. 
^Vhat  laDfUa|[c  kindlia  in  tltai  bluih ! — 
fiffre'j  mnlc  H  the  Saw'i  mh  I 

"  Say,  rb1»!  If,  lli«n,  iht  Lonr  «p«ak«, 
BlaiMog  u  Ilia  own  npinred  ^et 
Or  ligfato  Uiat  flo*  hi*  niUMM^  diMkst 
So  like  linrj  bliuh !    iMefpiet,  pla  I 

"  Or  Omd,  Mgtii't  Urd  1  hannentoiu  tonr  t* 
11>7  ro>7  Bcaaiy—whkli  i>  Aa  I 
Or  oa  tbc  1>ec*s  wing  lot  nit  hortf— 
For  thai  iwcDl  itctcl  nnw  lh«  bM  I 

"Aid]  wti;  t     B4!Ciuie  the  roret  know* 
That  wbcft  hi>  *«*elta  ftut  he  upi, 
Ti«  rArrf,  ibe  lorfy^O'^cr  Uaw», 
T»  HOO  bin  (0  ha  liOMjr'il  lip*! 

"Aad  imrUird  by  iliy  {MrlW*d  bcauh, 
l^un,  thy  etiarm*,  as  ro«n>t  h«  near, 
Ho'll  Attm  lAy  hoMy'd  lip  the  wrfttth 
Uii  tkw'iiit  blotton's  beaatie*  wnr  I" 

*  Alluding  to  the  old  oricnin)  hbl*  of  UiS  nighlingslo  maklag 
Io*«  to  ilie  nMC.  Tl>«  MA^  hen),  however,  ptooteds  io  >  ftir- 
ilier  eooditiion,  uid  ptorai  Um  bee  the  "  be»  botwiisi  I" 
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**  Capitally  turned  V  exclaimed  Mr.  Lawton, 
who  stood  by  the  piano.  "  Positively  the  hcst  dis- 
course on  botany  I  ever  heard  yet !  By-ilic-byc,  whst 
do  you  think,  Colonel?"  Itc  continued,  lotrcring 
his  tone  to  a  graver  key.  "  Foral  as  I  am  of  all 
depnrtnientH  of  science,  I  nctuolly  ofTcrcd  myself  u 
leader  of  s  horliciillural  society  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, promising  lo  give  o  sort  of 'discourse'  on  ilie^j 
subject  on  every  nnnlvenuiry  meeting."  ^| 

"Well;  and  were  ihey  noi  loo  ready  to  occepi 
%0  hAiidsonie  a  proposal  ?" 

"  Not  n  bit  of  it ;  they  chow  »ome  paltry  bou- 
nical  pnifetmr  of  a  Scotchman,  who  only  tinder- 
stood  dry  technical  points,  and  rauly' cut  and  dried' 
rolcs,andbadncverlikemyscir—(a)H-mt)— launched 
into  ttte  nobler  Sclds  of  '  experiment' — the  onl; 
sure  test  I" 

"  Disgusting !  —  ung»»c»u8r    cxdaJmcd 
more. 

"  Positive  fact  r  Kiid  Mr.  Lawioii. 

•*  Mere  jealousy  I— rank  envy  T  rejoined   Ren- 
more.     "  But  what  says  Pope? — 

'  Enfy  will  meHi,  lik«  iti  tfaade,  (lunM. 
But,  like  th«  ihkdoir,  provM  Lbo  tubMUiM  UU«.' " 

"True,   true  I— no  doubt  of  it!"  replied   tin 
worthy  experimentalist,  with  the  amusing  self-com- 
placent whidi  made   him  oflen   ridiculotis,  but 
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withoDl  vrhidi  he  would  have  been  almoit  devoid 
of  *<  character" —  noUiing. 

<*  Meantinie,"  he  continued,  "  iniiid,  I  did  not 
answer  llieir  meanness  by  turning  mj  back  on  Uiein, 
bat  still  patronize  their  society.  And,  in  Tact,  it  it 
their  (lower-show  at  which  Laura  is  to  exhibit." 

<*  You  mean  on  the  occasion  of  the  'regatta'  on 
lake  Dcrvrcntwatcr  ?*  asked  Renmore. 

*'  Yes,  yes ;  on  the  2(hh  j  child — didn't  you  say 

BO?" 

"  Yfs,  that  is  the  day ;  but  I  fear  my  *  q>eciniens' 
will  hardly  secure  tlte  prisce." 

"  No  doubt  of  it,"  excluiinitl  l)>e  ranguino  sire. 

**  I  nliouU)  think  few  lovelier  (lowers  can  be  ex- 
btUtcd  llian  thow  Blacktam  inity  Ixiiul  I"  said 
Renmore,  bowing  to  Laura,  who  now  retired,  for 
it  was  growing  Inle,  fur  the  night,  blunhiiig  as  the 
went,  and  not  unwonliily  np|>lyin({  the  compliment 
to  her  own  cliarim. 

"  Few  Im'dier,  indeed,"  thought  Renmore  to 
himself,  after  she  was  gone,  "except  o»^;" — and 
tliat  oiu — reader,  it  is  needless  for  us  to  exphiin, 
(if  we  have  already  laid  open  to  you  his  heart 
alight) — was  Gerlnidc. 

To  her  his  ihou^tits  "iiniravelled"  recurred, 
when,  having  wistu-d  hix  Itost  good-night,  lie  was 
DOW  left  alone,  mid  communing  in  the  silence  of 
bis  chamber  witli  his  own  ihoughu.     He  could  not 
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euffivienOy  deplore  the  dangerous  circumstanet  of 
lii.t  enemy  Quandish's  having  discoTered  tlm  tnutual 
mUachment  ofhiiDself  and  Gertrude.  It  nwy  wdl 
be  imagined, — whatever  might  be  the  endeavours 
on  the  part  of  his  worthy  host  to  render  his  visit  at 
Dlacktarn  sgrocablc, —  whatever  charm,  again, 
might  bv  aiTurdM)  to  it  by  the  society  of  one  so  fair 
and  pleasing  a«  Luiru,— yet  that  tlie  secret  cause  of 
his  duqiiiet  as  regnnled  Gertrude  must  have  been 
too  strung  and  Aiticere  to  permit  him  to  fvcl  it  so 
gratifying  ut  it  woold  oUterwisc  liave  been. 

It  was  long  before  lie  ooulddoscbixliilsin  sleep, 
^fX  he  remained  tliinkiug  how  fiir  she  might  be 
mffering  vexatioo  fix)m  the  aiotere  lecturing)  of 
ber  parent,  in  consequence  of  the  discovery  of  hcr 
daughier's  attachment  towards  himself;  and  lie 
ooutd  only  coniole  himself  by  bopiitg  tltat  -she 
would,  wlieiiever  an  opportunity  was  afforded  ber* 
repair  to  LAirton,  and  seek  refuge  with  the  good 
curate,  where  he  hoped  to  join  ukI  make  ber  bb 


own. 


More  pleasing  than  tliose  of  her  father's  gwM 
were  tite  rejections  of  Launi.  'lluit  they  were 
bestowed  on  himself,  and  to  his  odvoniiige,  mtj 
readily  be  supposed,  from  tlie  interest  whidi  he  has 
been  witnessed  as  already  having  awakened  in  her. 
Descrveilly  had  that  interest  been  urvngthcned  by 
the   increased    experience    which    the    preceding 
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morning  hiul  aiToixIed  of  liis  tniuiy  cngftging  qua* 
lificDtioni. 

Sucli  were  [lie  ihaughu  tluit  mode  "die  present" 
smile  Tor  I^urn,  which  the  ronit  dreunof  her  hcivt' 
whispered  might  poanbly  be  t]ie  happy  harbinger 
of  &  yet  more  rtidiant  future. 

Blind  ns  we  arc  1 — How  would  Laura's  radiaDt 
dream  huw  been  overcast  could  slio  but  hava 
known  the  *ecrets  that  poaewcJ  the  hnut  of  him 
to  whom  she  fell  her  own  thus  tacitly  inclining — 
oould  she  but  liUTe  known,  too,  how  slender  was 
the  swny  which  t)»e  thought  of  hcnclf  maintained 
in  it;  but  if,  more  than  all,  slic  had  known  that 
the  object  of  her  Intent  esteem  was  the  **  notorious 
Hatfield  hhnsciri" 

But  this  consideration  involves  circumstances  of 
pain  to  which  the  course  of  our  story  may  possibly 
lead  too  soon.    Wc  wotild  gladly  slmt  our  eye^ 
ta  yet,  to  those  "shadows"  which  "  oombg  cvcnti^  i 
nlrcsdy  "  cast  before**  them. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


•■  Could  I  bdMld  tb*a  ia  thy  loftier  mood, 
Wuidcriag  M  e*e,  with  finely  rr«niied  vj«, 
BombUi  tome  mt  old  lempeM-rwinging  wood ! 
Awhik  with  mule  ftire  tfuinS  I  would  braod, 
Theu  nwp  aloud.  .  .  ."  Coluimi. 


MoRiA  smiled  again  oil  Blacktanit  anil  on 
Laura  Lawion.  Tbc  Arcadia  of  tliose  nuaet 
slopes,  (lioM:  sunny  glades,  tbote  sc()iu»'tcn?d  liaunu 
of  nxiod  mid  wave,  all  rejoicing  in  ilivir  golden 
aummcr  glow,  wast  not  mure  joyous  than  tbe 
Arcudiu  of  her  own  heart,  which  was  now  *  lirigbt 
world  to  her  nf  sensations  and  [>rosp«ctat  all  ple^ 
surable  as  new.  Life  wore  a  novel  a.<ipect  to  her, 
under  tlic  various  new  impremons,  spriogs  oT 
diougtit,  fcvltng,  and  association,  which  the 
compantonshtp  and  conversation  of  her  failier's 
guest  unfolded  to  her.  That  conftdence  in  him, 
which  it  was  tlic  dangerous  quaUQr  of  ha  easy  as- 
cendancy of  mind  and  manner  to  win,   became 
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itrengUteiMMl  hour  by  hour  in  the  brcut  of  Laura. 
The  tlwuglits  and  feelings  niggcMetl  by  this  or 
thfit  rcniArk  or  topic  wcro  uilc^rcd  undisguiscdly, 
and  OS  to  a  monitor,  to  conrct  ur  npprovc,  as  it 
night  be:  and  while  she  nnlycoiitidrri^  or  owned  to 
bcnelf  that  sli«  admired,  she  iu  raUity  luvcd.  She 
mentidly  leaned  on  him;  and  when  the  mind  leans, 
the  heart  leans  too. 

W'hile  the  father  saw  the  progress  of  her  acquaint- 
ance with  pleasarc,  he  fell  that  iu  increase  or  "  !■»• 
provcmcHl"  {«»  he  wouhl  say)  wax  solely  ntlnbat- 
able  to  the  natural  iindi^^ised  qualiticii — the  inirin- 
Btc  distinction  of  manner  and  address  in  his  gi>e»t, 
which  commnndcvl  iiiti^rtxi.  'Ilterc  was  no  cflort  to 
"  render  himwJfa^reeiiljie;"  no  "advances"  of  any 
kind.  11h-  au&t  punctilious  potiteneas  and  deliirenee 
were  ob»er<redi  in  consislcncy  with  the  most  entire 
fiuniliiu'itv,  graced  by  intelligence  and  choer fulness. 

Sudi  a  maUDcr  would  have  disarmed  ail  appre- 
hension or  vigilance  on  tlic  piu*!  of  a  parent,  since 
H  was  80  entirely  ihc  opposite  to  design,  even  sup- 
posing such  parent  ha<l  wished  to  exercise  vigilance- 
But  on  t)>e  contrary,  in  the  present  instancy  Mr. 
Lawton  was  tacitly  pleased  to  tec  Laura  and  the 
Colonel  becoming  every  day  better  friends.  And 
in  ta£U  he  felt  imiw,  at  the  conclusion  of  two  or 
three  days^  that  he  was  so  well  acquauitcd  widi  hit 
guest,  Midi  was  die  cheerful  ease  and  frankncHi 
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of  Im  manner,  ihat  no  closer  bond,  not  evep  that 
of  son-in-tnw,  could  make  them  better  ac^naiiitnl ; 
for  that  such  a  contingency  as  tJie  peculiar  Imcu) 
jnst  surmisnl  did  suggest  itself  to  the  drcaiw 
of  the  worlhy  Lawton  is  qoitc  certnin.  And  »ery 
jjratifying  dreams  were  ihey ;  for  not  only  was 
no  mnn  pvcr  more  "  to  his  hking,"  as  he  vouM 
express  it,  than  tJic  Colond,  but  there  was  no  small 
distinction  in  tuiving  (or  n  son-tn-lnw  » the  Honour- 
able Colonel  Kcnmorc,  M.P^  of  Clan^renmore, 
County  Caithness  &c." 

Ah  !  iiidee<),  tlie  world  of  ddution  b  n  Itappy 
oD« ;  but  the  worst  of  it  is,  it  is  so  snon  clouded, — 
so  toon,  to  use  a  favourite  expression  of  the  prcseut 
tiny,  '*  experiences  a  reaction." 

M'ith  a  young  and  sensitive  spirit  mch  as 
Laura's,  it  is  more  than  probable  that,  pmraing  Iier 
days  for  the  first  lime  in  her  life  in  companiomhip 
with  a  handsome  and  distinguished  person  sudi  as 
Renmore,  she  would  won  ha^'c  been  *'  over  beid 
and  ears"  in  lore ;  but  the  probability  t>w;omcs  y«t 
more  cei'tain  when  hU  eminent  quaiincations  of 
mind  and  manner  are  considered  in  addition.  In 
fact,  take  any  two  people  of  opposite  sexes,  aiid  of 
ago  suitable  to  each  other,  and  ptac«  them  iu  each 
otlter's  society,  in  a  spot  wlterc  few  others  interferv 
iritll  them, — such  its  the  Dliicktarn  fastness,  or  n 
country  curacj',  for  example,— and  co  dependent 
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cndi  oiher  will  (bey  become,  that  lore  iind 
matrimony  ensuo  almost  ns  matters  of  course  I 
fi«  warned,  younj:*  curates,  of  tliix  jjliuu  us  Mwful 
truth,  crc  yc  burr)'  into  tliat  "  banitiirum "  of 
woe — an  improvident  inorrtiige  t 

lo  tbe  pnseiil  io&taDoe,  we  cannot,  then,  be 
Burprisvd  m  Laura's  being  sensible  of  the  itu- 
prcifsioii  we  bnvc  ftnlcd ;  and  by  litis  time  (ftir 
Rcamore's  sojourn  luul  now  extended  lo  some 
tlays)  sbc  was  too  conscious  that  the  feeling  which 
she  had  bilbcrUi  only  been  willing  to  rcoogniae  u 
esteem,  inten^t,  friendship,  or  admiruliun,  cJaimei] 
DOW  a  yet  tenderer  and  urongur  appellation.  If, 
tlien,  our  hero  is  an  involunianr  aocctaory  to  the 
mlertuinincui  of  such  sentiments  toward*  himsdf, 
lei  bim  not  he  blamed  if  any  imliappineas  nhotild 
be  tlie  posjible  result. 

No :  if  we  have  chnllcngipd  for  bim  the  claim  of 
possessing  one  nltribulc  more  rcilccming  than 
aoMher  in  his  cltoraclor,  it  wa<i  that  lolly  feding, 
that  dcvotiun  which  he  evinced  towanU  (ho  one 
bein^  who  wta  iu  livrM-Jf  u  world  for  him,  which 
repaid  him  Ji>r  llie  lou  oj'  a  world  whose  good 
^rd  be  felt  be  had  forfeited,  wliether  from  mis- 
loriune  or  guilty  purpose  we  will  not  now  ^lay  to 
inquire.  Atpresent,  it  is  but  due  lo  liim  lo  exhibit 
bis  consistency  with  iltat  feeling  which  has  licro- 
tofbre  placed  him  before  ns  in  so  redocming  a  light. 
lis 
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In  (he  Icvtii  of  danger,  he  liat  been  seen  lingering 
round  lliu  uack  of  Gcrtnide.  If  "Circumsunce" 
alone  had  whispered  to  him  to  mskc  tier  bis  own, 
and  secure  her  fortune — surely  it  now  ivhUpered 
tliai  such  an  opporUinity  of  bcDcfiiing  hicnself  was 
much  more  lately  olIerM)  to  him!  No;  mud) 
more  than  ony  dictate*  of  interest  were  those  of 
tlie  pa-eion  wliicli  held  him  to  Gertrude;  or  cite 
Uteri;  was  liule  to  prevent  bis  securing  the  bdrcss 
of  Rlacktarn,  and  turning  hb  back  on  all  the  pro- 
fessions be  had  made  to  the  humbler,  yet  also 
lovelier  maiden  of  Buttcrmcrc. 

How  easy  would  it  have  been  for  him  to  have 
engaged  to  Iiimsclf  lite  hand,  no  less  tlian  the 
heart)  of  the  simple,  unsuspecting,  confiding  LaurRf 
and  secured  U)  hiimielf  tlic  ]Kiwerftd  aid  and  interest 
of  licr  father  to  hare  covered  his  retreat  abroad. 
for  tlte  sake  of  bis  child,  whenever  the  fearful  cir- 
cumsiutice  of  her  husband's  identity  should  tran- 
spire.  Ue  might  liavc  secured  her  hand,  and 
proceeded  (on  any  plausible  excuse)  abroad  at 
onoe,  had  he  bevn  tio  inclined, — luu)  he  not  loved 
Gertrude  too  truly  to  be  able  ko  far  to  forget  him- 
self not  las  llian  her :  Mike  would  bare  added, 
"  bad  not  it  been  *  his  destiny'  to  do  as  l>e  did." 

Wtuit  inducements,  too,  were  there  to  his  pride  I 
The  heiress  of  a  country  genlleman  of  gouil  family 
ms  St  lib  dbposal !   What  asaoctaiions,  Haltering  to 


JUIES  BATniXD. 


US 


hk  self-lotv,  were  not  ofTered,  m  he  gaxetl  on  ihoK 
venerable  walU  of  tlie  old  mansion,  villi  iu  twisted 
antique  chintncTs,  am)  iu  embrowned  hues — ilioM 
g)ad««  when  tlK  hoar  oaks  and  nusct  bawtborm 
spread — tbuae  ample  dorawm  around  I  To  ibittjt 
iliat  he  cotild,  witli  no  effort  nt  all,  make  them. 
and  the  fair  daimtuit  of  tliem,  nil  hi*  own  I  EfG>rt, 
say  we  'i  On  the  contrary,  ilie  heart  ai»d  mind 
botli  of  tlte  aire  and  daugbter,  too  simplet  loo 
plain,  too  coD6ding,  to  wear  any  disguise,  were 
laid  open  before  bim,  and  invited  him  to  make  ibe 
advanci:. 

Sacb  tlmugbts,  if  possibl;  tliey  passed  ncnws 
Renmore's  mind,  were  but  part  of  the  "  phunta»> 
magoria"  of  those  visions  that  float  before  the 
mind  in  its  varied  train  of  musings  and  aaao- 
ciations;  nnd  all  tlic  dream  vanished  as  the  form 
of  Ocrirude  called  hn  heart  to  bow  to  it,  and  own 
tlutt  it  was  "  all"  for  which  he  lived.  And  if  Uen- 
more  bad  l)cen  a  villuiii  ciiftmntiicd  by  ytanc  crimes 
even  than  those  of  which  he  was  consciotts,  we 
sbould  forget  tbcm  when  regiirding  htm  undvr  the 
light  of  this  one  fairest  trait ! 

But  to  place  oarselves  again  with  our  hero  by 
the  side  of  Lnura.  All  was  sunny  anti  lovely 
around  Ikt,  nnd  she  walked  in  tlie  light  of  joy 
and  seeming  sccuriiy,  along  lliutte  sweet  glades, 
buoyant  in  step  and  heart  as  the  fiiwn  lliat  played 
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KCtass  her  woodlaml  poih,  wliicli  reek*  not  or  thft 
ambufth  of  the  "  keeper"  who  b  already  Icrelltng 
his  rifle  at  her  from  bdiind  the  oak  covtTt  at 
forest  siAe. 

TIktc  tras  a  rude  liut  oonslructed  of  iogs  and 
trunks  of  wood,  transverse  and  perpendicular; 
roofvc*,  too,  with  masses  of  oak  bark,  and  fined 
with  rustic  scats  plsn-d  in  a  circular  form  within. 
Tilts  nidc  edifice  [jiurii  niiil  our  1m.*tx>  liod  reached, 
as  lltey  wandered  to  enjoy  ilie  extreme  variegr^H 
and  wild  beauties  of  the  scene  that  was  spread  out 
before  llicm.  'ITic  lordy  hamit  of  Crummock 
water  wss  visible  from  this  pari  of  ilie  Blacktaru 
premises,  and  Laura  smiled  as  site  looked  at  it, 
with  reminiscences  of  many  a  pleasant  aquatic  and' 
fishing  party  that  she  had  known  on  its  lair  flood. 

"  There  is  tlie  little  island  at  tlie  further  end 
where  Dr.  Eiwtaile,  when  be  vUitx  is,  resorts 
to  fish.  See !  you  can  discern  bis  boat  dancing 
about  at  tlie  length  of  ilio  chain  that  holds  it  to 
tlie  rock-bank.  He  has  oAeit  rowed  me  and  papa 
to  tlittt  island,  to  give  us  a  display  of  his  odroitncst 
as  a  char-niij;lcr.  Wc  stuill,  shortly  after  the  regatta 
on  Derwenlwater,  have  our  friends  from  Keswick, 
Mrt  Golefldd,  Kontlmiore,  and  Dr.  Esdaile,  all 
over  at  Blacktarn,  I  hope.  And  if  you  should  be 
with  us,  we  will  bold  a  celebration  on  the  isbuid, 
that  you  may  see  what  a  cliarming  spot  it  u  to 
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rcning,  wlica  Uk  snnaet  qiutc  crinaoni 
ho(b  wood  and  vraier !" 

Just  at  ibis  nK)ni«iil,  aome  voices  were  beard  uf 
persons  (alkiog;  and  pri'scntl^  who  should  exittbit 
Utemwlvcs  dinibiiig  up  the  ucent  by  vrliidi  (Iw 
hut  wu  gained,  but  Mr.  Lawtun,  sccompflniml  by 
the  very  pcnoiis  whose  names  lisd  ju*t  etcaped  the 
Up6  of  Laura. 

*'  Hoa  1  boa  I  roj  lylviu)  goddess,"  vxciaimcd 
Mr.  Lavrton  in  hi»  stKnewliat  lieavy  plii)TulD«»; 
*'  you  have  nude  your  iciuple  here." 

'*  Yes,"  ioterposed  Golefiicld,  "  and  not  witlioui 
tt  worshipper,"  as  he  looked  luwards  our  hero  and 
smiled;  while  lie  added,  as  h«  turned  Id  Rouili- 
more,  '*Ah!  (hen,  (he  report  must  bctrucjaftcTall." 

"  Indeed  !  yes,"  replied  ItoutliuHire ;  *'  and  we 
must  congratulate  Colonel  Itenmore  on  the  cir- 
cunuunec." 

"  C:^ngra(ula(e  me!"  exclaimed  our  hero  in 
some  surprise. 

"  Yes;  oongrslulatc  you,"  said  Ooleficld. 

"  Indeed  !'*  replied  Keiimore ;  "  I  um  nut  con-, 
scious  of  being  vo  rurtumite  a*  to  dnervc  oui] 
tuIatJon  on  any  Kubjed  Uiai  I  am  aware  of,  except 
gcncmlly  ihc  pleiuturuble  ukjaurn  1  tuive  been 
malting  Uiese  lew  tlays  jiost" — (for  a  week  tuid 
niMU'ly  slipped  aw«y) — "  with  my  friend*  ut  illiick- 
taru  and  its  vicinity." 
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<'  IiuWed !  when  you  aay  at  Blacktam,  we  may 
reailil)'  bcltex'e  you,"  said  Routtimore;  "  but  for 
my  pai-t,  though  from  s  little  modesty  you  may 
not  avow  it,  yet  I  can  assure  you  your  bappiaca 
is  no  secret  in  the  neighbourhood." 

*'  My  luppiiios  ?"  t'xdwined  Rcnmore,  langh- 
ing,  nnd  not  imdcrstimding  the  drift  of  Im  fi'iend's 
alluiioti,  or  whether  he  was  only  indulging  in  a 
little  gocd-huniourttl  pleasantly. 

*'  Why,  what?— eh? — what  happiness?**  asked 
Mr.  Liiwton,  e<joally  in  the  dark;  while  Laura 
nbo  requested  to  be  enlightened,  as  she  joined 
with  her  futltcr  in  saying  tliey  kIiduUI  both  be 
happy  (0  Congratulate  their  guest,  ulien  they  were 
made  acquaintetl  witli  llie  causes  thai  d«servi?d'j 
graiutatton. 

"  Well,  this  is  excellent  !*'  exclaimed  Golefield. 
'*  Here  we  are  at  llic  '  founitun-hcad,'  as  one  sltould 
Euppose,  whence  this  happy  intelligence  must  haie 
emanated,  and  lo !  we  find  iu  suenm  either  dry 
or  (lain  met  I  iip." 

"Pray  )>e  less  enigmatical!"  said  Itenmore; 
"and  relieve  myself,  and  Mr.  and  Miss  Lawtoo, 
of  our  common  ignorance  on  this  happy  piece  of' 
intciligcncc" 

"  Ah !"  observed  Iloulliinorc,  "  it  b  oAen  the 
case  that  reports,  Itappy  or  unhappy,  reach  the 
object  of  lliem  aOer  all  the  rest  of  the  world  I" 
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"  I  am  rare  you  may  apply  I'lat  rcry  just  rvmark, 
ther))  to  myscir,"  answered  Kenniorc;  "so,  pray, 
what  is  the  rrport  ?" 

"  Why,"  continiMM)  GolelieM,  h>oking  nt  our 
hero  and  lib  boei  and  hosien,  "  if  I  have  your 
pemiisBUM)  to  announce  ii " 

"  Ccrtiiinly  (  certainly  I"  was  the  ivply  of  the 
whole  tiircr- 

"  Why,  li>cn,  it  is  that  you,  Colonel,  ore  en- 
gaged to  Mitt  Uiwton  ;  ami,  yet  nwre,  tliat  the 
wet)ding>day  even  is  almuly  fixml  ujion." 

Of  course  the  parties  whom  this  piece  of  intel- 
ligence more  pariirularly  affected  looked  at  each 
other  in  a  spell  of  mute  inquiry  and  surprise, — 
I^ura's  cJicek  being  pale  and  flufthcc)  liy  lams, — 
her  worthy  sire  not  exactly  "  knowing  Iww  to 
look,"  as  hi*  mouth  and  eye*  ap[)eared  to  Tie  with 
each  oil>er  as  to  which  should  he  stretclied  open  t)ie 
widest ; — while  our  hero,  Iwing  tlic  first  to  regain 
his  composure,  smiled,  and  remarked,  with  much 
good- humour  and  good-hrcoding,  hut  lets  anxiety 
or  warmtit  of  interest  in  llie  matter  ihati  it  would 
have  flattered  the  feelings  of  Laura  and  her  father 
to  oheerre. 

"  Engaged,  indeed,  1  mu«  consider  myself  (  for 
who  iltat  is  ahle  (o  appreciate  whatever  b  kind 
or  charming,  can  visit  Illacktarn  and  not  fed  that 
his  eatccm  and  rcntcmhrancc  have  been  "  cn- 
II  3 
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gnged"  by  both  the  one  and  llie  other  of  these 
qualities  ?" 

So  saying,  tic  bowed  to  Mifs  Lnwion,  whose  iip 
quivered,  as  &lic  loo)(cd  down  to  the  f^round  with  « 
confusion  that,  ifit  heightened  lier  charms,  erinoed 
more  of  pain  tluin  pleasure ;  while  Mr.  Lawtoa 
first  looked  nt  her,  imi)  then  on  all  the  ptu-ty  ronnd» 
u-ith  an  expresuon  boili  of  j)eq)lcxiiy  tuul  surprbe, 
OS  he  ashed — 

"  Why,  teiui  can  have  raised  such  a  report  as 
thb?" 

"  We  heard  it  from  Miss  Howbiggvn." 

"  Miss  Howbiggvn !"  exclaimed  Lnwion.  **Ob  t 
the  WHS  (tie  uuUiorily  ! — ay,  itiat  accounts  for  the 
circumstance.  She  is  a  very  wrorihy  |)er«ont 
{abeni !)  but  a  little  too  fond  of  inquiring  into 
matters — (ahem  IJ — that  do  not  loo  much  concern 
Iwr;  and  (alicm!)  putting  her  own  constnictjoos 
on  tJicm !" 

•'  It  mast  be  so,  then,"  observed  Roullimon;. 
"  Tltc  Itospilnblc  and  worthy  spinster  had  exjH^ased 
lo  me  the  other  day  how  much  i\ie  had  wished  lo 
have  the  honour  of  Colonel  Ucnmorc'*  oompany 
on  n  visit  to  herself  and  brother ;  but  she  went  on 
to  complain  that  he  had  been  run  away  with  by  brr 
Blacktarn  friends,  and  llien  indulged  in  specnlft- . 
tions,  which  I  need  not  mention,  on  ilte  <  happiDcss' 
which  she  imagined  was  so  probable  on  event  iluu 
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(Ite  at  length  believed  (I  suppose)  that  it  mnat  be 
true,  wul  so  reported  il  lu  such." 

"  Ves,  yea  T  «akl  GolelidU ;  •*  inch  is  the  power 
of  fancy,  that  it  makes  you  iii  low  witli  it^  guy 
iliustoits,  Bod  keeps  them  su  long  iu  view  ttiat  you 
at  k-nglli  pcrmiiMlv  yminM-li'  they  arc  real.  So 
much  cmn  tii<;  niiml  be  pcrrortixl." 

Such,  iiuli^'d,  waK  iii«  wlution  of  this  intercMing 
piece  of  intelligence;  and  thus  was  its  expjatution 
delivered,  witli  sundry  remarks  conveyed  by  onr 
hero  in  goud-humourul  pIcosuiLry,  at  the  cxpcase 
of  tlie  »pirtt  of  "  gompt"  as  tJtD  wliolc  party  now 
walked  on  together. 

They  luul  loon  nrrived  al  the  bocxler  of  the  wood 
below,  where  a  little  wicket  opened  i'nmi  the  park 
paling  on  tlie  high  road,  whidi  bera  brancltcd  off 
in  two  directions. 

"  And  now,  Mr.  Lawton,  we  mutt  wish  you 
goad-bye."  «aid  GolefieUl,  a*  he  proceetkd  towards 
ibe  wicket. 

"  What  I  going  to  leave  its  ?"  replied  tlie  hos- 
pitable lord  of  Ulacktara.  "  ^^'il)  you  not  stay,  you 
and  Mr.  Kotitliinore,  and  dine  ?  Colonel  Uonmorc's 
being  with  tu  will  surely  tempi  you  u>  May." 

Hut  iheae  gcntlremen  were  unable  tt>  do  them- 
selves Uiat  pleasure,  as  they  informed  Mr.  Lawtou 
thai  they  wcrv  on  their  way  to  vini  their  brother 
bard,  WootUlond,  at  hi*  retreat  near  Wiudertiterr, 


•nJ  expecicJ  lliat  Dr.  EscUiUc  would  join  iliem  on 
tlic  way. 

In  fact,  tliey  had  not  or^nally  intended  de- 
viiiting  froni  ilieir  track,  (which  lliey  bad  done 
ill  callinf;  at  Blocktarn.)  but  were  unable  to  poas- 
near  it  williout  "  looking  in,"  and  expressing 
their  congrutulutionw  on  ihv  report  wbicii  hiu 
been  rcriiTvd  to,  ns  cxUting  wily  in  the  inugiimtive 
geiiitix  of  Mi»  Howbiggen. 

We  may  t>ere  remarlc,  it  is  possible  that  a  litde 
inkling  of  jealou^,  (already  beretororc  testified,)  as 
r^arded  thehdrcssof  Blacktam,and  the  attentions 

,  paid  her  by  our  licro,  might  hnvc  uwnkenvtl  acvrmin 
sense  of  what  her  brulhcr  Icniii-d  *'  fidget"  in  Mils 
Howbtggtn'x  boHoni,  »t  tlte  continued  stay  of  our 
hero  ul  Blnckturn ;  for  so  she  lenned  it,  though  but 

.  ofs  few  ditys'  dumlMin.  And  hence,  after  luiving 
pineed  her  own  construction  on  the  matter,  she  Imd 
whi»perc<l  about  die  report  we  have  heard,  in  order 
to  learn  wliether  it  would  prove  trtte  or  bise,  as  it 
should  be  contradicted  or  not.  We  do  iwt  say 
such  wan  positively  the  aue,  but  we  only  uBcr  a 
picture  of  a  certAin  style  of  "manoeuvre"  but  too 
often  witntased  it)  life,  and,  unhappily,  loo  often  the 
cause  of  much  miiiinterpretatioii  and  mischief. 

Accordingly,  Golcfield  and  Itoiitlimore  took 
leave  of  Mr.  and  Miss  Lawton,  who  rctumul  to  the 
Blacktum  mansion,  while  Kenmure,  promiting  his 
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r  hfHWhiifd  hoM  tKat  ho  sliould  spcmlily  rejoin 
tliem,  yielded  to  the  mgucst  uf  the  "  Ctenii"  to 
aiTurd  lh«t»  ilic  pleasure  or  hix  societ}'  a  short  dis- 
tance on  tlicir  ramble  towards  the  Westmoreland 
boundary,  where  a  speedier  <:o«Tejuice  iImui  that 
of  ihcir  legs  would  cicpcdito  their  pri^jress  frojn  the 
next  town  in  that  din-ction. 

As  Kcnniore  pnsKi'd  with  them  from  the  wicket, 
he  inadvenently  took  tl»e  wrong  tuniing  oP  the  two 
branches  of  the  road,  and  was  recalled  by  Gole- 
field,  who  told  him,  "  Tlial  was  tlie  Cockermouib 
road ; — this,"  he  added,  "  is  our  vtay," — taming  into 
the  other,  and  followed  by  otir  hero. 

"  Oh,  tJvil  is  the  way  to  Cockcrmouth,  li  it  ?" 
obscrt'cti  Kviimore,  as  he  Mcmed  to  take  note  of 
the  objects  tJuic  marked  Oie  road,  wbidi,  as  a 
stranger,  he  might  very  well  mistake,  since  both 
lines  of  road  ran  nearly  parallel  for  a  short  dis- 
tance, and  no  hand-puet  lent  it«  aid  to  relieve  his 
tmcertainiy. 

"And  what  otiicr  'reports,'  pray,  arc  there 
aSoat  in  the  little  world  of  Buttcrmcre?"  asked 
Rcnmorc,  now  coming  up  to  his  companions. 

"  Why,  one  that,  no  doubt,  must  set  that  little 
world  '  agof;,'"  replied  GolefiHd,  "since  it  an- 
nounces the  prcdjable  marring  of  tJie  celebrated 

Beauty  with " 

"Widi  whom?"  asked  Renmore,  eagerly. 
"  The  preacher— one  Quandish  !" 
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•■  Impossible!"  cxdnimed  Rviimorc,  with  in- 
crcAsod  vamestness ;  but  cl>«c!ciiig  himself,  he  oon- 
tinii«(l,  ID  a  more  composed  tone,  "  an<l  h:kvc  we 
Miss  Uowhi^eo's  authority  for  ihbi  btilteiin  too?" 

"  UpoD  my  irord,  I  don'r  know,"  said  Golefield ; 
"but  i  was  ai  much  suiprised  ps  you  can  be  to 
hear  it.  Such  a  cluirinin^  creature  victimized  (o 
so  ungaioly  a  Goth  I  It  is  as  bad  as  the  sacrifice 
of  fphigenia." 

"I  understand  itwss her  molher'sdcHng]" added 
Routlimore,  "lutd  no  doubt  amscientiuiis.'' 

"  Why,  what?— are  the  Preacher  and  Gertrude— 
•re  *  Beauty  and  the  Beast'  —  actiudly  married, 
then?"  asked  Reomorc,  his  lip  quirering,  ai>d  his 
brow  becoming  sshco  colour,  as  his  heart  soak 
within  him.  "  Well,  I  must  say"  (he  continued, 
endeavouring  to  rally)  "she  was  wortlty  a  better 
alliaiioe.  Siteli  a  fairy  of  romance  as  benelf  to  be 
charmed  from  her  wild  liaunt  by  the  spell  of  so 
tinoouth  a  soothsayer  as  this  V 

"  Say ;  we  may  invent  tier  with  the  light  of 
romance,  domlcd  as  we  ai-e  by  her  beauty,"  «aid 
Iloulhniore ;  "  hut  after  all,  she  is  but  a  creature  of 
flesh  and  blood — a  denizen  of  the  thorny  palh  of 
life  and  its  rcsliiies.  And  if  the  man  is  a  decent, 
rospeciable  penton,  why  »)ie  playi  her  part  in  life 
as  well  in  giring  him  her  hand,  as  if  site  sought 
suitors  more  glittering  indeed,  but  after  all  more 
bollow." 
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So  said  Roaihmore,  and  Goldtekl  replied,  *'  Ay, 
ay;  if  bcr  happiness  is  gained  in  this  alliance,— 
if  die  ia  contcDt«l  wtlh  it,  and  the  mnn  respectable, 
why,  »!»e  i»  as  well  w«-dtl(.-cl  lo  this  jicrfoii  as  if  h« 
bad  been  an  Apollo  6r  mi  Adonis,  or  uny  filter 
suitor  for  a  creature  of  such  lovelinen  as  far  as  our 
Sincira  might  mggevt." 

Itentnorv'n  lip  was  cnrlec)  with  n  Kn«er,  m  h* 
repealed  to  himseir  Koutlinion:'*  word«,  "  more 
glittering,  but  man  hollow, "  as  he  thought  on  the 
character  of  Quandisli.  "  True,  true,"  be  added 
aloud  to  GoIcficld'E  remark ;  "  if  the  girl  b  happy 
and  contented,  why,  well  and  good ;  but  I  can  still 
scarcely  credit  tl»c  report :" — which  \ur.  certainly  ilid 
not,  or  In;  winil<l  not  havi-  delaynl  long  in  hurrying 
bock  to  Butlcnnerc  to  louii  tlic  truth  at  any 
bozanl. 

And  now  they  came  to  a  lovely  spot,  where  lh«y 
all  involuntarily  stopper!  short,  and  paused  tn  de- 
light to  conlcmpljiU-  ih«  beauty  of  iIh!  scenery.  A 
lovely  sheet  of  water,  which  ihv  «ntuet-g!cam  lit 
up  in  its  purple  glory,  formed  a  tranKhiccnl  pave* 
mcni,  as  it  were,  beforo  a  peak-shaped  and  pyra- 
midic  RUiss  of  rock,  like  on  old  Indiim  icmplv. 
And  here  a  clue  was  at  onoe  given  to  tlie  labyrinth 
of  "golden  drenms,"  through  which  tho  fancies  of 
the  brother  bards  were  forthwith  led,  as  tlivy  stood 
musing  over  the  fairy  maze. 
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"This  is  a  Iiniint  where  we  fe«l  we  coult)  Imger 
for  ever,  ttirotigh  blessed  hount  '  ne'er  felt  loo  longF 
wlicre  we  could  live  sntl  die  wiihout  any  curiosi^ 
to  search  for  scenes  of  greater  interest,  (a  any  hope 
of  finding  haunts  more  lorcl):,"  exclaimed  Gol«field, 
tliis  youthful  biird  being  the  first  to  break  from  (he 
spell  of  silence  "  Apart  from  the  world,  I  ask  W> 
companion  but  the  delectable  thougfit  of  security 
from  lite  world's  intrusion, —the  content  and  rapture 
that  tliese  lovely  wildernesses  inspire  f 

"  Now,  for  my  part,"  snid  Routhmore,  "  ibougli 
I  am  scarcely  less  aliv«  to  their  charm  than  you 
can  be,  my  dear  Golelield,  yet  tlits  poscion  for 
solitude  with  wliicb  tliey  ttutke  you  to  in  lore  as  a 
poet,  is  after  all  a  dangerous  one.     For  man,  as 
destined  to  play  a  social  part,  and  as  one  of  a  set 
of  )>eings  mutually  dependent  on  each  other,  tlie  ^i 
thoughts   bred   in  soUtitdc,  hon-cvcr  dtarming   it  ^H 
may  be,  engender  a  furtive  disease,  and  an  im-  ^' 
patience  of  contact  with  our  fellow-men,  Uiat  ii 
sadly  akin  to  snvagcness." 

"  Ay,  you  wrote,"  re])licd  Oolelidd,  «  a  charm- 
ing stanza  or  two  in  illusinaion  of  tliin  fcdinp.  If 
you  have  nerer  heard  them,  Colonel  Renmore, 
you  will  thank  mc  for  repeating  them  to  you." 

Rcnmorc  expressed  the  pleasure  it  would  afford 
him  to  hear  t)u.iti,  and  tliiis  the  lines  flowet),  as 
Goleficld  gavQ  litem  voice :— 
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1. 

*'!(  dwmgb  tba  booBdlMi  cbinn  of  Numt/i  nign, 

tuM  oV  ^  Bcautf**  nn^  hanni  and  loot, 
Tn  (WM  to  than  ibe  faiuy  <tvwd  aiKl  tab— 

Tlie  (liKonl  whIu  iM  tirdU  iIm  rily  droot — 

And  Timlicalc  >  iTMdoDi,  UI-loTCgMwl 
Akma  id  linsn,  yet  doll  ptcAt  leu  1 

Alom  to  oommuDo—thMigb  for  «"« il  p1eu«— 
Kbuen  too  nnck  iW  natlrt  nnpmnt. 

And  dutant  thought  ihu,  fwllvc,  h«*^  diMaatl 
Bol  wuh  •otDc  kov'd  one  nc*(,  to  ihaie  th«  wilil— ' 

A  Kunrditn  )pini,  tbticc  tl»  track  to  bios— 
WhAievw  *i«m  knib  totiiiide,  btpill'd 
Il  !««■  ill  wene  *<ny,  at  Sfae  hilb  tmil'd  I 

BcMined  it!  gloom  where  tlie  lon«  ihadonts  fntt  i 
SaalUd  >II  ih«  duna,  tooth'd  all  lira 


II. 

"  Joji,  too,  oar  Lore  of  Self  1— forbad  10  waMO 
Our  rapture,  brtaih'd  unbcsfd  oW  tlai  6Jr  bound  I 

Fof,  now,  our  bliu  outpoun  it  thrice  M  luw 
That  cbam,  in  the  dcll|bu  R^tttim  band 

la  One  thu  ftvls  wiili  ut — In  Onew«  tOf«t 
And  witn«iB*d.  amkl  all  ihoM  ireuttrM  giTto— 

Or  joy  of  earth,  or  ElNddenong  iky  above— 
Htmlf  tlie  d«ai«at  boon  coiwiBa'd  of  hMten ! 

Bisr  [ireMnoa  kHiag,  with  new  hlisi,  the  ipdl 
Bmili'd  o'er  yOD  lonly  miu*.  If  add  At  aU, 
Stin  IB  lh«  heart  ibe  l«iguBg«  muiiaJ 

Of  *ocUI  ihiobi  «rtioM  chord  bad  bittv'd  ilMk, 

But  thai  At/-  lonn,  *<*««l  ehidbg,  bade  il  swell ! 

Still  I  her  harinoiikiue  dballmge  holds  ut  bark 

Tu  ihrobi  humane !     Thai  htoK  ii  Mill  oar  Uofne ! 
Tlkat  muiic  itana  ti>,  wide  lio<rc*CT  we  roam, 
Nn'ei  yet  to  kiM  tijbt  of  Life'*  ginial  bourn. 
Hated  and  hatinKi  Milf-condcmrMd  la  moura, 

Loit  wioderas  o'er  Nature'*  looHjr  traci ." 
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•'  The  «etitimeni  iliey  convey  b  most  jwst,"  ob- 
served Rcnmorc,  as  die  ;)oet  concluded  the  lines; 
*■  the  solitary  mania  is  a  grievous  nibtake  aa  n 
Bourcc  of  pk-asurc ;  for  the  gratiricatiot)  of  our  self- 
love  in  tltv  rrfitfiitm  of  our  feclinf^  (us  tbo  stanuf 
ikscribe)   U  surely  an  increased  source  of  plea- 


sure. 


"  No  doubt  of  it,"  said  RouUiniore ;  "  and  lutppy 
would  you  be,  1  was  just  thiiikuig,  had  our  oon- 
gratuliitiatis  not  lon^  ago  bi-cii  ]i:ss  mistaken  !" 

"  Wluit,"  replied  Koiimore,  tLiniling;  "  you  raeoo 
in  being  pos!tes>e<t  of  so  charaiing  a  partner  in  ihc 
pleasures  of  these  beautiful  retreats,  as  Laun 
Lawton." 

"  Prcci>»:ly !  tlic  gentleman  wlw  shall  boasi  of 
winning  tfie  heiress  of  Ulncklarn  is  lo  be  envied. 
T>r.  KNtlnilc,  wlio  between  ourteivctt  hsu  no  small 
'sentiineni'  for  Miss  Lawion,  turned  quite  pole  m 
Miss  Ilowbiggea  suggested  the  report  to  ux,  as 
we  called  on  her  in  pn^ng.  Our  friend  Esdaik 
was  there  on  n  morning  visit  to  liis  [laticnt  her 
brother." 

"  Wei! ;  X>r.  Eddaile  shen-x  liis  taste  in  ftclmiring 
die  lady,"  replied  Keumore;  and  willing  to  turn  the 
oonvefsation  away  to  some  other  subject,  he  iiinied 
nHiad  loGolefield  and  reminded  him  he  had  never 
seen  the  verses  he  luul  promised  to  shew  him,  on 
their  first  meeting  near  the  precipice  or  crag  which 
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5Ug^te<l  i)k»«  associnticMM  Uini  formnl  die  sab- 
jccl  or  ih«  poem. 

GoleReld  nccordinglv  groiifwd  our  hero's  request 
by  mding  ibcni ;  iin«l  orter  Turtotis  remarks  had 
paSMHl  to  wliidi  ibey  gure  rine,  iIk  oonveraatton  re- 
curred to  Blacklara  and  its  iDinaleik  R«ntnorc 
remarked  how  estimable  a  being  his  bost  at  Black- 
lam  wsH,  and  continued — 

"Yes;  do'piie  his  Miigidnrity,  he  is  a  really 
worthy  mat).  We  )ut*e  ull  our  foibli^  and  llierc 
lire,  perhaps,  few  so  harmless  as  Mr.  l^iwtan'it; 
though  to  hear  Dr.  EKlaile  talk  of  liim  in  hb 
characteristic  way  makes  one  smile.  The  rocetJoiis 
Doctor  assured  me  that  our  Trieod  L«ivtoa  would 
descant  as  solemnly  on  lite  'experiment'  orgrow- 
ing  potatoes  by  plnntUig  the  *ba)l,'  instead  of  the 
*rooti'  Its  if  )»e  were  diactusing  the  India  Bill  or 
the  Newioniim  System." 

" Yc»,"  said  KoutJtiiiore,  gootl-humouredly,  "ccr- 
taialy,  the  «ireaiii  of  philuaaphy  acta  on  our  worthy 
friend  of  Dlacktam  much  as  that  of  Uippocreno 
on  some  bards — it  turns  their  heads,  and  impairs 
rather  than  exalts  their  eiforts,  since  it  is  too 
powerful  for  tliem  to  bear.  But  what  of  that? 
I^tf  mtL«t  hnre  some  resource;  and  not  only  is 
Mr.  Lawioti's  *  experimental '  mania  a  harmleaa 
one,  sinn^  it  is  nl  liis  own  expenw,  but  even 
prai*eworthy,  ns   (iir   a*  tlie  object  (Itowever  ill- 
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sttswcTGcl)  is  eoncvmcd — which  is,  to  benefit  so- 
ciety." 

"  Ii  b  itie  nW  sioiy  of  human  vnniij-,"  remarked 
Golefield;  "we  nil,  in  our  way,  desire  to  distin- 
guish ourBelT«.  How  can  it  be  otherwise,  when 
there  b  such  emulation  around  us?  Consider,"  lie 
Hdded,  smiling,  "  the  present  is  csscntitilly  an  a^ 
of  '  luminaries,'  When  could  Engtund  ever  exhi- 
bit such  a  display  of  intellectual  light  as  coruscote* 
in  a  Ilurke,  a  f^ieridan,  a  Fox,  a  Pitt?  Younf^ 
Canning,  loo,  is  urging  forward  on  the  dazzling 
career  of  renown,  and  promises  to  be  no  unworthy 
successor  of  these  great  names,  one  day  or  other." 

"The  names  you  mention,"  replied  Itenmore, 
"  exhibit  a  galaxy,  indcc<l.  Such  n  court,  too,  as 
the  prince's  has  not  been  witnessed  in  England  since 
that  of  Charles  II.  And  the  style  of  oonvvrsation, 
(^  wit,  of  life,  nt  present  not  a  little  assimihites  to 
tlut  of  Ctmrles.  Tlic  oonvcraiiion  of  n  Sheri- 
dan, n  Katiger,  a  'I  own*l)md,  can  ncnrcely  linTc 
been  exceeded  in  sprtghtlii>e«s  of  remark  and 
repartee  by  tliat  of  the  circle  of  tlie  merry  monardt. 
But  it  is  not  so  groos,  though  tlie  mode  of  life  is 
scarcely  less  dissipated." 

"  And  what  are  all  tlreir  courts,  their  glare  of 
magnificence  or  gaiety,  to  the  splendour  of  these 
glowing  beauteous  halls  of  Nature  around  us  f  said 
Oolcfield,  brcakmg  out,  "suomore,"  inthisapos- 
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roph«,  after  a  6t  ofoitiuog.  "  It  makes  mc  smile 
to  think  Imw  ombitioui  many  ■  flatterer  about  the 
court  u,  to  form  one  of  that  priiioelv  rirde  we  have 
just  been  speaking  of.  Tlw  tliougfat,  I  Kiiy,  make* 
me  smile  For  my  part,  u  bumble  individual  as  1 
am,  and  retired  from  mankind,  my  ambitioo  is 
more  lliaii  niflicivnUy  answered  and  blccsrO, 
in  lite  ciijuyraent  of  |>orop,  maf^iAoenoe,  and 
charm,  such  as  these  rude  yet  lovely  wUds  aBbrd* 
and  where  1  «m  glad  to  dwell  Y' 

"No  doubt,  no  doubt,"  said  Rcomorc;  "but  were 
you  a  worldly,  umbitious  man,  you  would  as  much 
despise  this  secluded  Hfe  yon  now  glory  in,  as  you 
at  present  look  widi  philosophic  contempt  on 
the  GUso  glare  of  dissipation  und  the  glitter  of 
courts." 

*'  GolcGi-'ld  may  well  hold  such  gnuilit  as  these 
cht-np,"  olwcrved  Koulhmure.  "Hit  court  b  his 
Mind  !  'i'hvre  a  hit  royal  palace,  wlxiee  vast  dom« 
is  wiile  and  l)ouiidIt!»  in  its  conception  as  tliese 
heavens  around  us,  and  arrayed  in  tlie  colours 
Fancy  free  it  witiial — bright  as  those  chequered 
beauties  of  the  goldco  und  nzure  skkii  I" 

'*  Ah,  my  friend,"  replied  Oolclicld,  calmly, 
"you  spvnk  witli  too  much  purtiulity.  .  .  .  Yet 
who,"  he  continued,  after  a  pause,  his  countenance 
glowing  witli  cnlliiuiasm  and  sensibility,  "  who  will 
tell  me  —  except  perhaps  Dr.  Esdailc — that  our 
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mind  is  a  mere  result  of  a  peHected  orj^iiation 
of  Uiix  corporeal  frame  ?  Nnvt  il  rallter  spii-ituiilises 
U»e  clay-framet  than  ilic  latter  inattriaJtices  U." 

"  The  worthy  Doctor  sprats,  doubtless,*"  ol>« 
served  Rcnmore,  **a6  n  physicum  and  atiaiomisl 
in  taking  ill  is  view." 

Jutit  livre  (lie  convenaiioii  wiu  urrcstod,  and 
Otc  nttvntiou  of  the  party  directed  to  a  singular 
&jpxn,  or  rather  "appearance,"  which,  at  find 
sight,  it  was  difficult  to  describe,  or  declare  "whu 
it  C0ld<l  be."  It  nos  floating  along  down  the  stream 
of  Crummock  water,  on  wIiom:  banks  iho  party  now 
werci  and  wns  inakin^  for  the  landtng-placc,  near 
witich  (bey  KtMxI.  'Hie  liguni  in  question  hud  tlie 
appearance  at  first  sight  of  a  liugt-  hiioy  or  buti, 
front  its  Tx>t[U)diiy  of  shape,  titrating  on  the 
water;  but  on  a  nearer  inspection,  it  turned  out  lo 
Ik  tlic  somewhat  round  and  pursy  6gure  of  a  mnn, 
«quatteil  in  one  of  thoee  little  boats  constructed 
for  »  single  person,  and  called  by  the  5s)>ertneii  of 
tlie  north  "thoracic*,"  or  more  properly,  "oorri- 
des."* 

"  Why,  I  declare  here  is  our  merry  Doctor 
come  to}oin  m  (as  we  had  expectt^d)on  our  way 
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*  Fran  "  corbuh,'  a  faukci.  Tlioe  nnall  fithin;  boats  m 
cofutnMod  of  nichcr-KwIi,  nni  compact!;  lintil  with  leitlicr, 
■•rr  n>«cli  lik«  iha  lMsli«l4ii1i  of  a  "  tlnglMikk.*'  "  Co(ri> 
cvUin"  isa  iliiBunuKa:  lik«  ■■cuiriculun"  for  "cwnia." 
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to  sec  Woodsland  !"  exclaimed  llouthmorc,  as  the 
little  vaan  now  towed  his  boat,  or  ratlier  "basket," 
up  to  t)w  bnnti,  and  set  foot  on  "  (crrn  fii-ma." 

"Youcce,  1  )uut  not  forgotteti  j-oti,"  shmI  Eixlaile 
ID  the  two  brother  C)«tiii ;  "  but  having  »  visit  to 
pay  to  a  person  oot  for  from  these  banks  ol'  Cmin- 
mock,  I  was  unable  lo  acponipnny  you  from  Kes- 
wick; but  koovring  tlio  route  you  nxiuld  lake,  I 
(bought  I  would  m«ec  you  at  (his  spot,  and  during 
the  intervftJ  of  my  waiting  for  yout  comiitg  up,  I 
have  l>ccn  poililliiig  nlmiit  llic  stream  in  this  odd 
little  fishing-boat,  and  throwing  a  '  Hy '  wlicruver  I 
thought  a  dinr  might  rtKe." 

So  saying,  he  cofuigncd  the  care  of  ibc  "  corn- 
cle"  and  iiin  (Ivhing  implements  to  a  tittle  lad  wlio 
now  met  them  on  the  bank :  and  having  done  this, 
he  pix>ceeded,  followed  by  hts  inseparable  oompa- 
nion,  Dryai]  his  dog,  with  the  rest  of  tlio  party. 

RennKirc,  however,  was  unable  to  nccoinpoity 
ihem  any  furtlier,  as  it  was  time  for  him,  he 
cotuidem),  to  be  finding  his  way  back  to  BUick- 
tam ;  lo  he  took  his  Iravr,  not  without  much 
r^fTct  on  the  part  of  Ewbiile  and  ih«  iwu  "tu'nii" 
that  lie  could  not  proceed  witli  tlieni  to  tlie  sacml 
haunt  of  ilutt  thin)  "  Oeniut^"  of  llieir  fraternity— 
Woodnlaiid.  However,  he  promised  to  pay  hb 
respucLi  at  that  Uirine  "  one  of  these  days,"  if  an 
opportunity  were  affonled  him ;  and  with  this  he 
returned  on  his  way  to  Blatklam,  where  we  sha" 
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speedily  rejoin  him,  aflcr  having,  for  s  sliort  space, 
lingered  behind  with  Esdailc  and  his  gifted  com- 
rades. 

It  must  not  be  omitted  by  lu  to  state,  thst 
EtHbule  seemed  io  no  small  degree  interested  in 
inquiring  as  to  the  truth  of  ihat  "  matrimonial  re- 
port" already  mentioned,  ss  ri^arded  our  hero  and 
Miss  Lawton.  Whcllicr  our  surmise  (already  ex- 
pressed) be  Well  founded  or  not,  that  the  Doctor 
entertained  a  oeruin  "  kindly  xc-ntiiitcnl"  ton-ards 
the  fair  Laura,  we  cannot  ax  yet  determine ;  but 
UMUredly  he  appeared  relieved  when  he  found  ihai 
Miss  Honbiggen's  report  was  without  authority. 

"  We  were  just  talking  of  you,"  said  Rouih- 
more  to  Efidaile,  "  as  we  descried  you." 

"  I  hope  you  were  saying  no  barm  of  me — no 
treason,  I  trust  ?"  replied  the  merry  Doctor. 

"  Indeul,  vre  were  proceeding  to  upset  your 
'  material  system,'  as  if  it  had  been  a  'card-caatle,'" 
said  Routhraore. 

"  What !  and  myself  out  of  the  way  to  defend 
it?     O  grievous  wrongl" 

"  Nay ;  now  you  arc  liene,  good  Doctor,"  said 
GoleGcl(l,smiltng,  "you  can  defend  it,so  please yoo." 

"  Defend  it  I  ay,  and  so  I  could,  and  at  some 
length  loo,  were  it  worth  while.  Yes;  in  a  few 
words  could  I  convkt  y«, — prouti  ones  though  ye 
be,"  continued  ilie  banterer;  "  ny,  and  vitli  bnta 
shadow, — that  is,  if  a  'dream'  ts  '«  sliadoi 
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"  Ay,  ay  T'  replied  GoleAeUI,  "  ibe  mind  b  ri 
vork  erai  in  »l«ep,  and  wutches  seiuinei  over  its 
poor  senlry<1>ox  of  clay.  Thus  will  I  Answer  your 
'  insiance'  of  a  dream  !" 

"  Hold,  hold  I  you  give  u  (lifTiTeiii  lurn  to  my 
reference  to  the  'dreamy  topic'  It  is  no  agency 
of  spirit,  if  1  must  speak,  that  is  proved  in  dreams, 
begging  your  pardon.  On  llie  contrary,  tl>cy  are 
but  a  *  material'  result,  produced  through  ibc  me- 
dium of  ilic  senses.  Bless  mc!  I  could  make  you 
dream,  any  of  you,  just  as  I  pleased,  by  administer- 
ing such  or  such  things,  to  influence  variously  the 
'bodily  liabit.'  So,  again,  I  nred  ocnrccly  say, 
dreams  arise  ffx>m  ideas  <  sMmiicd'  on  the  brain, 
which  have  been  previously  inirodiiocd  diero  at 
any  time  dirougb  the  medium  of  the  senses;  all 
which  militates  against  the  faith  of  'spirit'  acting 
in  dreams.  Come,  my  '  dreaiiKT,"*  he  jocularly 
added  to  Gotctidd,  "  not  all  your  high  flights 
can  lift  mc  nway  from  tliLs  rock  of  my  philosophy. 
A—hem]"  \k  added,  imitating  Mr.  I^wion's 
ifflponng  style. 

"Slumped  on  tlic  brain!  Wliai  mean  you?" 
said  Oiilt^field.  "  1  say,  tl>e  itamp.  It  dicre  it  any, 
is  the  information  given  of  its  presence,  by  the  pr^ 
uding  spirit,  which  nukes  up  its  playful  or  awful 
Uiotigbts,  in  dreams,  occupying  itself  *  divinely,' 
while  it  compassions  the  sleeping  body,  and  dis- 
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dains  to  disturb  in  its  rc-posc  tltc  frail  clay  thiil 
must  house  it  ibr  n  time" 

"  Ay  1  wliiii  do  yoii  »K'i»n  by  '  stamped'?"  asked 
Roulbinore.  "  Yo»i  really  lulk  a*  if  you  were 
(peaking  of  ttte   impression  of  n  wal.     Kxplsin 


you 


!     Areed  I' 


"  Why,  to  be  sur«,"  replied  Esdaile,  "  olijccts 
conveyed  to  the  brain  (and  Locke  would  approve, 
if  he  heard  me)  through  the  mcttium  of  i)i«  sighti 
leave  the  impression  of  what  the  *  mind/  or  *  cer^ 
hrtil  action,'  work:*  upon^-of  wbut  is  cidlcd  *  ideas;' 
tJiese  leave  a  suiiitible  impression,  or  iniiigc,  really 
analogous  to  ilmt  of  a  senl-iitainp  on  wax.  Memory 
i$  nothing  more  tlum  the  trnisuring  up  of  ideas,  or 
rather  forms  or  imuges  of  things  mid  circam- 
stances  conveyed  uri^jinnlly  to  the  hratn,  (or,  if  you 
plcusc,  'cerebral  nei-vous  action;')  and  henct^  wn 
may  say  almost,  literally  '  stamped'  on  it.  'Hierc 
is  no  denying,  dien,  that  what  you  mouUI  cntl 
'spiritual  action,'  or  'action  of  mind,'  (whether  in 
dreams,  or  as  in  the  instance  of  nH-mory,  and  to 
these  we  may  add  bolli  *  faucy'  and  '  oasoctation*') 
owes  its  operation  and  agency  to  a  coromuntcatioat 
originally,  from  witltout,  and  through  the  8en»es> 
It  is  inost  amusing,"  continued  oor  merry  mate- 
rialist, "  to  sec,  sometimes  how  a  fact  or  circuin- 
stancf  tluit  bos  l)ap[>efietl  long  ago,  suddenly  arbn 
in  our  mind,  (or  ■  action  of  brain,')  on  some  tittle 
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Kinge  of  association  being  given  for  iu  revival.  It 
really  docs  appi-ar  iiiii)o!>t  us  if  the  '  ini[>ression'  or 
*  iiniige*  stamped  on  my  brain  (or,  as  you  would 
express  it,  'living in  my  recollection')  were  some* 
thing  more  ilinii  merely  <  nieupiiyiical' — I  mean 
moru '  mitlrrial ;'  and  thut  un  imprcsBioo  was  re- 
tained, jmt  as  tlic  impress  of  a  ««U.  The  essential 
retult  of  iIk-  imprcMion  made  fi-om  an  exieruil  in- 
flaence  originally  is  precisely  the  same." 

'•  Come,  come,"  said  Routhmorc,  "  I  can't 
agree  io  this.  Mind  must  be  *  &  priori,*  for  bow, 
ptay,  could  a  field  or  house  make  any  impression 
on  the  m<-re  physicul  '  lens'  of  the  crc,  unless  a 
spirit  operated  to  take  pleasure  or  feel  curiosiiy  in 
sacb  object  /  I  grant  you  lliitl  «»  far  ns  our  minds 
are  conTcn»imt  with  iliingK  and  objeclx,  ibcy  arc 
in  great  mcnsan!  to,  nocording  to  «uch  extcnia)  ac- 
cepution  and  nomenclature  as  ConvcntioM  Itus 
attached  to  tlicm, — which  is  not  only  on  external  in- 
fluence, hut  an  artificial  one,  Itul  though  tite 
miiul  looks  thus  on  tilings  and  objects  pre»nted  to 
it  under  this  conventional  guise  or  acceptation,  yet 
thtt  circumstance  is  tto  pnwf  that  tlit!  mint),  also, 
derives  alt  infunnatton  from  what  education  gives 
it,  as  telling  it  what  objects  are  named  or  used  for. 
For  instance,  Mind,  looking  out  tlirotigh  tlie  senses, 
would  see  the  animal  we  call  a  '  horse,'  and  reason 
on  its  symmetry  and  strength,  as  well  as  if  conven* 
I  3 
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lion  had  not  given  a  peculiar  nnmc  to  tlic  thing,  or 
attacbed  a  pcciiliar  set  of  associations  to  iL  For, 
to  what,  let  nic  ssk,  did  Convention  originally  owe 
all  the  artificial  acc^ptiitioiis  that  objects  have  re- 
ceiTed?~io  MIND,  lu  Ije  sure!  Yon  may  cavil 
about  the  word, '  ideas,'  but  if  you  take  this  to 
mean  lite  same  thing  as '  mind,'  and  hence  say 
that  this  is  not  innate,  j~ou  are  wrong;  for  if 
mind  were  not  innalc,  what  would  you  have  ope- 
rating  within  you,  to  make  the  boasted  channel  of 
the  senses  of  any  use  ?" 

So  spnke  Itoutlimore,  wiili  his  usual  acuteuess 
and  energ}',  while  the  ntuteriulist  replied,  as  he 
sl)ook  his  head  Mid  smiled,  in  token  of  his  being 
yet  unconvinoetl  of  mind  Iwing  *  a  priori' — "  Your 
last  obsiTvatton  begs  the  wlwlu  question;  and 
tlic  grand  difficulty  of  the  circumsUncc^^s  to 
wltelher  mind  is,  as  you  say,  a  '  thing  ji  prtori,*  or 
more  nptly  coming  under  my  deitomination  of  a 
*  result  of  cerebral  adaptation'  —  can  nei,-er  be 
settled,  I  fear :  for  '  life,'  merely,  or '  animation^' 
is  another  thing  than  '  mind'  and  its  operations, 
since  in  infants  and  idiotcy,  *  life'  perfbmu  it* 
functions,  but  not  the  brain  or  mind." 

"  Well,  well  r  interposed  Coh:ficld,  who  had 
been  listening  with  much  interest  to  his  friend 
Routhmore,  and  now  took  up  the  argument  quite 
in  his  own  characieristic  ontl  fanciful  way ;   <"  I 


I 
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I 
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would  rather,'  «s  Cicero  my*,  'err  with  Plato, 
than  think  truly  with  any  others  V  And  if  my 
friend  Routhmore  errs,  1  niuai  err,  too,  witli  him  ! 
As  we  cannot,  Doctor,  unriddle  tlie  difficulty  you 
state,  why  I,  for  my  port,  would  prefer  kitving  it  in 
its  uncertainty,  and  fly  to  the  certain  joy  I  |hDisC«S, 
in  the  nobler  and  more  eutlted  exercise  of  thai 
which  1  fee),  and  call  *min(l.'  Yesi  under  this 
consdoumes*,  I  fed  I  am — though  an  inhabitant 
of  eanli  —  yet  no  mere  'thing  of  clay.'  Docs 
nol  the  grundeur  of  this  *ccnr, — whether  illiimincti 
by  yonder  sun  that  now  teu  before  us,  or  wit- 
nessed ill  die  solemn  Iwnuty  and  awful  rupo*c  of 
night, — does  it  not  admonish  mc — doe*  not  the 
whispering  of  its  spirit  inform  mc  tliat  /ani  a  spirit 
too?" 

*'  Fancy,  faiicj* !"  exclaimed  the  Doctor,  smiling 
admiringly  at  ilie  dreamer,  who  cotttinued,  not 
heeding  him. 

"  I  must  be  so,^io  feel  this  very  tacit  intel- 
ligence of  Things  that  exist  not  to  tlie  mere  senses? 
Murk  this  I  There  is  a  certain  inexplicable  joy 
in  this  tacit  communing  of  spirit  with  spirit,  as 
though  it  were  a  *  kintlretl  love'  that  greeted  us  [ 
There  i«  nn  '  information*  In   tlib  tacit   convene 


which  tlie  miml 


'  information'  in   tlib  tacit 
recognises,  cguiu 


lependently  of 


anytJiing  it  gleans  from  without !     To  l>eed  any 


material  or 


[leans 
'  individual 


object  would   break   the 
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chain  or  its  spiritual  tritin  of  miiitings.     Murk  this, 
again  I     In  rciiriiig  to  ilself,  it  meets  iliut  kindred 
epiril,  too,  wi[h  which  it  hoItU  tlii^  exultnl  com* 
mime,  at  once  harmonious  and  mystic.     In  doing 
so,  it  listens  to  the  ioBtinct  of  its  ilivinc,  its  siiiritoal 
ntiture.      It  is  alien  from  atriU  uiid  objects  csnhl)-, 
as  tiiuglit  us  by  the  rules  of  conrcntton,  or  derived 
from  the  senses.      I  never  move,"  oontinued  the 
entliusiast,  ns  his  wlwlc  soul  beamed  through  his 
eyes  and  coontcnanct-i — "  1  oevvr  move,  nor  walk 
abiXMid,  nor  cnnmuiie  by  myself,  through  these 
'spirit-haunted,'  lovely  wilds,  without  feeling  I  am 
<  never  less  alone  tluin  wIkii  nlone.'     I  feel  myself, 
as   it   wt-re,  a  metiiph^Tsiciil   Scij>io — whose  com- 
panions arc  essences    not  of  this  sphere — whose 
RCtions,  though  they  be  conducted  in  secret  and 
solinade,  (ns  Inr  os  human  ftupervismn  is  concerned,) 
are  yet  exposed  and  li\ii)   bare   to   the   eyes   of 
myriads  of  spirits  and  essences  that  hover  round  us, 
sublimely  illustraling  llie  tale  of  tlie  Itoninn  who 
said,  thai  l>e  *  wished  his  house  were  of  gloss,  that 
all  might  sec  into  his  privacy.'     Even  so  ore  all 
our  secret  moven)ents  laid  open  to  the   Ihm  of 
spirits  that  throng  the  invisible  world  around  us: 
tl>c  greater  world,  I  may  add,  and  in  which  the 
visible,  sensible,  and  material  world  is  btil  a  speck !" 
"  He  is  on  his  bobby  novr,"  said  Esdaite,  in  a 
lowered  tone,  to  Roulbmore.    *'  You  can't  stop 
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bim !  Look  at  his  eye ! — his  rapt  mood  1  A  fine 
creature  I  \\'hy  yoa  might  luugh  and  t»]k  luud 
wiiliout  disturbing  him.  He  would  have  no  am 
for  you.  ilv  U  listening  to  his  spiritual  friends 
and  their  communing." 

"  Hush  t  let  us  bear  him.  He  will  launch  from 
one  dream  and  one  speculation  to  anolhvr,  nuw  hv 
has  fairly  mounted  on  the  wing  of  fancy,  from  this 
lower  earth.  A  good  idva,  tltat  of  a  <  mctupby- 
sical  Scipio,'  and  his  turning  tlic  Roman's  maxim, 
'  ne%'cr  less  alone  than  when  alone,'  to  illustnUe  his 
own  spiritual  companionship." 

"  All  fancy,  fancy  I  but  let  us  listen;  he  b  speed- 
ing on  again." 

But  here  we  must  leave  the  Doctor  and  Routli- 
morc  dwelling  on  the  words  of  the  enthusiast,  as 
tbcy  proceeded  on  ihcir  way,  which  (hey  expected 
now  soon  to  bring  to  a  conclusion  for  the  present 
day.  'ri)c  pretty  tittle  town  was  indeed  in  sight 
which  wns  to  be  the  goal  of  their  expedition  thus  far. 

'lo  rejoin  our  Imtfo,  —  on  his  return  to  his 
hodt  ami  [jiiim,  he  wn«  greeted  by  them  with 
all  cordiality,  not  unmixed  with  a  certain  good' 
bumoiired  upbraiding,  tliat  he  should  have  pro- 
tracted his  ramble  to  so  late  nn  l>our;  for  it  wai 
now  ilark.  An  excuse,  Iwwever,  was  readily  ad- 
mitted, when  it  was  confi<lcred  who  the  com- 
panions were  ll>at  had  tempted  bim  to  stray  so  for 
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witti  them.  And  possibly,  from  not  being  tew  well 
ncqiittititetl  witli  the  paises,  Itc  might  have  occupied 
mure  time  in  fimhng  his  vay  back  to  DIacktam, 
ftfter  quitting  his  comrades,  llian  would  have  been 
llie  cnsc  Iiad  he  ktiown  thnt  wild  district  hener. 

The  warmth  of  the  ntmosplicrc  thut  night  was  so 
great  that  the  pitrty  were  glwl  to  )uiv«  tlw  drawing- 
room  window*  tlifown  open.  They  were  thoae 
long  "  folding'  door"  sashes  reaching  to  ihe  ground ; 
nnd  tliu  nliole  '  trio*  were  glad  lo  adjourn  from 
the  room  to  take  »  turn  on  the  wide  gravel  terrace 
ihtii  .ikirtcd  the  side  of  the  house;  the  space  beyond 
being  occupied  by  the  "chase,"  where  i)ie  aged  luiw- 
ihorns,  with  tlieir  fantastically-wreathed  boug)i5, 
glcameil  pitilidly  through  the  uncerluin  moonlight 
But  nil  on  n  sudden,  as  they  were  engaged  in  oon- 
venation,  (he  attention  of  Mr.  Lawton  was  called 
to  the  circumstance  of  a  huge  and  lurid  volume  of 
flume  rising  through  t)>e  dim  air. 

"  Good  heavens  I  one  of  the  banis,  or  a  rick, 
perlia{)s»  on  the  farm  premises,  mtist  be  on 
fire  I" 

"  It  must  be  so  V  said  Rcomore,  as  he  instantly 
sallied  forth  towards  the  spot,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Lawton,  while  Lnura  reniainetl  on  the  gmvcl  ter- 
raoei  watching  the  "  portent  of  the  bUuc,"  and 
awaiting  their  return  with  tidings  as  to  the  parti- 
culars of  the  disaster.    Slic  wsichod  the  fomis  of 
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Rcnmore  uul  Iier  futlier  as  liu-  as  U>e  uDceruia 
ligtii  would  permit  her  to  trnoe  ttiem;  and  tliey 
now  appeareil  to  be  lost  in  the  ^Iiiulowtt  of  a  thick  . 
oopse  of  beech  and  oak,  tlirough  which  u  patliwaj 
l«i  to  ttte  farm  premises  of  tlie  estate.  She  stood 
anxiously  looking  fur  their  return,  when  slie  heard  j 
«  step  rapidly  advancing  behind  her,  and  on 
turning  round,  shrieked,  to  sec  a  6gurc  disguised  in 
tlie  black  mask  comoMin  amongst  die  higliwaymcn 
of  the  day-  Tliis  pcnon,  regardless  of  her  cricSi 
and  apparently  reckless  of  pursuit)  snatcltcd  her  up 
in  his  anns,  mid  hurrying  li^  along  to  the  comer 
of  the  temwe  that  was  nearest  tlie  drive  leading 
out  of  Utc  park,  placed  her  Ijefore  liim  on  a  liorsc 
thut  was  on  tlie  spot,  attaclied  by  the  bridle  to  the 
bough  of  u  tree. 

In  an  instant,  tlie  echoes  of  the  chase  were  re- 
sounding rapidly  to  the  claltcr  of  his  hoofs.  Aivay 
the  rider  plunged  forward  on  his  desperate  course, 
with  his  lovely  clinrgc,  whose  cries  luul  elicited  i 
from  him  no  infraction  of  the  »ilencc  observed  on 
hii  part ;  and  by  which  her  alarm  imd  been,  per- 
haps, incrcascil.  But  her  terror  soun  rendered  her 
no  less  mute  than  her  abductor ;  tor,  liitnting  and 
pale  Ak  now  lay  on  the  saddle<bow,  like  a  lily 
drooping  beneath  the  wan  light  and  terror  of  lem> 
peu  skies. 
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CHAPTEIl  IX. 


BtrtraiH,  Scay,  g«oil«  lady,  1  would  (onowhai  with  ihM. 
'lliou  tluJt  not  go.    iDeUiitaig  Act.) 
"  latofidtc.  Khali  not !  1  iland  in  l>Kur  1 

RelMW  me  I    I  musl  break  ftoin  him  * 

TuK  Rkv.  C.  MAtVBtH'ft  "BunuK." 


To  fallow,  now,  ihe  steps  of  Mr.  Lawion  and 
our  livro,  ivlio,  a  short  time  buforc  the  nefarious 
clretimilance  jtist  related  had  lukeri  |)1ucc,  were 
liiLtlening  to  the  scene  of  the  fire,  lliey  wcrei 
npiaedily  followed  by  die  whole  •'  post*  comilatut'  \ 
of  domcstios;  and  Mr.  Ltiu-ton  luid  the  mortificA* 
tioti  of  liniliiig  iin  hU  urnval  at  tJie  spot  tliat  a 
vnluable  coni-xtack  had  been  set  on  lire,  eiltier  by 
ilckign  or  accident. 

The  utmost  exertions  wen;  now  put  forth  to 
prevent  die  flame  ^reading  from  U»e  stack  to 
pro|>erty  yet  more  valuable,  and  consisting  of  a 
range  of  bams  and  other  farm  buildings.     \t  the 
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Hamt:  ttmi;,  Mr.  Lawton  hiul  bcgg«tl  of  his  guest  to 
return  to  Laura;  which  reoomm«nilalioD  he  wes 
nothing;  loitlh  to  obey,  eapeciiitly  m  be  could  be  of 
no  ecrvic-c  in  rciimlying  the  evil  before  liim,  and 
nl*o  comtdering  tliat  she  woult)  be  anxious  to  know 
more  j)ar(icularly  what  had  taken  pliure. 

lien  more  had  not  long  left  his  host  befcH-e  this 
wordiy  person  also  repaired  back  to  the  iKiase, 
having  given  all  directions  which  the  emergency  of 
tlie  moment  required.  \\T>at  was  his  alarm,  tlien, 
to  learn  tluit  neither  ha  dau^tcr  nor  his  guest  were 
to  be  foimd ;  but  a  note  left  on  the  drawing-room 
table  from  the  latter  purported  that  he  had  juU 
relumed  from  the  spot  of  the  lire  in  time  to  dis- 
cover a  yet  worse  disaster, — namely,  that  of  the 
unaccountable  abduction  of  bis  daughter ;  to  baffle 
which,  lits  guest  had  set  spurs  to  his  Iwrse  in  order 
to  ovcrlake  tlie  culprit  wtio  liad  ventured  on  so 
audacious  an  enterprise,  and  restore  the  lady  to 
tlie  arms  of  her  parent. 

"  A  generous,  noble  (bllow !"  exclaimed  the 
Cttlier.  "  Hcarcn  griuit  he  may  bo  fortunate  in 
succeeding  :  he  shall  be  rewarded  with  my  eternal 
gratitude — with  all  I  powcss — my  child  bcrselfl 
Ves ;  her  hand  will  I  place  in  his  own ;  for  I  can- 
Dot  doubt,  by  all  I  can  judge,  that  he  loves  her. 
Beaven  grant  ho  may  be  succcssiiit  in  restoring 
her — my  only  beloved  child  P 
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Thus  agitatcO,  between  his  coiistcrnalion  »t  what 
had  takvn  place,  and  his  reliance  on  Kcnmorc's 
exertions  for  the  rcstorntion  of  htt  daughter,  the 
unhappy  fiitltcr  [Hissed  itn  unxtous  night,  pacing  up 
and  donn  the  room,  tittt  thouglit  uf  hiN  I068  from  th« 
Sre  having  been  overwlit-lnivtl  in  tlie  keener  suBer- 
iiig  ucciuioiied  by  that  of  his  daughter. 

But,  joy  to  his  heart !  the  next  morning  brought 
back  Renmore  with  his  lovely  prize ;  and  from  the 
account  ho  gave,  it  appeared  tliat  the  hue  and  cry 
having  been  soon  raised  by  some  people  who  wear* 
up  lute  nl  a  village  inn  in  the  Cockcrinouth  rood, 
where  Lnuru  wns  being  hurried  along,  tlicy  set  oat 
after  the  culprit  who  was  riding  away  with  her  as 
described,  lie  was  accordingly  (as  it  must  be  sup- 
posed) fain  to  rein  in  lits  steed  at  a  turning  m  the 
road,  and  place  her,  i>enseless  as  site  was,  ou  tbc  higli 
shelving  bank  by  ita  side.  Here  the  persoiu;  in  pur- 
suit found  licr,  and  ijieMllly  conveyed  her  back  to 
the  inn,  wliere  stie  was  recogiiibietl  by  the  master  of 
ihe  place  as  no  less  a  person  than  llie  heirvn  of 
DIacktam.  Here  every  assistance  iJtat  could  be 
rendered  her  was  adniinislered ;  and  shortly  after, 
8  thun<lcring  of  Iwrse's  hoofs  was  heard  advancing 
to  the  inn  gutes,  aiid  Renmore  hintseir  rode  up  to 
them,  demanding  with  painful  eagerness  if  they 
had  seen  any  one  ride  past,  bearing  with  him  a 
young  lady.     Hie  words  were  no  sooner  ovt  of  his 
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Mouih  ilian  the  required  exptonation  wu  gireti ; 
•0(1  tite  fair  object  of  bis  search  baring  now  nco- 
vered  from  U»e  terror  sIm?  had  ex|K!rieiicedi  it  wa 
agreed  llmt  the  next  nwming  &h«  sliotild  be  oon>J 
diKted  back  by  Rcnmore  to  Blacktarn. 

Such  was  lin  account  of  the  circumsuuics;  and  it 
may  be  imagineil,  if  l>c  had  been  a  wrlcomc  gueM  < 
heretofore,  he  <nut  ttow  doiibly  chcnulicd  by  ihi 
clninu  tiiM  a  father's  acknowltxlgmcint  and  tlttt  i 
Uk  lady  Iwrseir,  could  lestify,  fur  the  sticrour  be  I 
shewn  himself  so  ready  to  lend,  diouffh,  indce<l,  *he' 
had  fortunately  been  rescuetl  from  her  precarious 
condition  before  he  liad  arrived. 

Frequent  were  the  references  mode  in  tin*  murw 
of  conversation  by  Mr.  L>awtcHi  to  Rcnmore,  on 
ihe  score  of  hts  attentions,  but  as  often  was  the 
uil^ect  turned  aside  hy  him,  witli  hbt  usual  polite- 
neas,  but  with  what  apptrared  rather  a  coldness  of 
ici*3ity  than  otherwise  to  tlie  warmhearted  Lanton, 
I^Hw  wiilied  to  see  a  reciprocation  of  that  increased 
■niendship  he  now  testified  towards  liis  ^est. 

He  remarked  this  to  his  daughter,  nlio,  if  she 
was  silent  on  the  subject,  yet  perliaps  tlioughi 
the  more  upon  it.  Nor  were  ber  thoughts  alto- 
gether iinminglcd  with  pain,  as  may  well  be  ima- 
gined, if  she  tacitly  rvcogniKcd  that  attachment 
towards  uur  hero,  to  the  growth  of  which  we  have 
borne  witness,  and  which  on  hb  part  was  unan- 
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swered  aiid  uiireuirncd,  excejM  onl;  by  his  uniform 
politeness  of  aUenlion.  "  Politeness  I"  it  is  but& 
chill  answvr  to  tlie  challenge  of  love. 

The  pulei>es8  of  her  cheek  silently  witnessed  that 
her  heart  was  in  some  measure  aggriered ;  dot  could 
her  sentiments  towards  our  hero  escape  him;  and 
feeling  that  it  was  impossihlo  lor  hint  to  recipro- 
cate them,  not  only  from  various  circumstances 
in  which  he  was  »ituat«<l|  but  aho  because  hi> 
heart  was  iilreudy  »o  deeply  engaged,  he  csmo  to 
the  delerniinatioii  of  taking  leave  of  Blackiam 
without  any  further  delay.  In  fact,  ttotwiUutand- 
ing  the  interest  that  Laura  Lawton  wm  well  cal- 
culated (O  in^ire,  from  her  atlrnctions  both  pur- 
lonal  and  mental,  Renmore's  heart  never  swerved 
from  the  tliought  of  Gertrude,  whom  he  felt  was 
rendered  even  dearer  to  him  by  absence. 

The  report  which  GulcAcId  and  his  companions 
had  mentioned  concerning  the  marriage  between 
herself  and  Quaiiilisli,  he  had  indeed  moclced,  u 
utlci'ly  idle  nitd  ridiculotit ;  yet  hk  apprehensions 
were  excited,  lc»t  C>efti-ude  shoidd  Iwive  been 
suffering  more  vexation  from  lier  parent's  impor- 
tuuiiy  on  behalf  of  the  preacher ;  and  hence,  a 
report  might  have  arisen  that  the  union  in  question 
would  take  place,  became  it  was  so  zealously  saoc- 
tionod  by  dame  M'ethcrby  herself. 

"  Why,"  thought  Renmore,  "  if  my  surmiws  are 
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right,  does  she  not  lei  me  liear  from  her  ?"  And 
then,  wiili  the  inipaliciicu  of  a  true  lover,  be  de- 
tcrmincd  im  writing  firM  of  all  to  her. 

■Sboulil  ihv  reader  l>e  ilesirous  of  witnessing  the 
purport  of  his  letter,  we  will  gmttfy  his  cariosity'  by 
returning  now  witli  that  view  to  the  fair  object 
herself  to  whom  il  was  addressed,  and  wliom  it  i» 
now  time  we  should  rejoin.  Meantime,  our  hero, 
according  to  his  purpose  as  already  xuicd,  took 
leave  of  his  host  and  fuir  hostess  expressing  in  his 
usual  style  of  cheerful  politeness  the  pleasure  he 
looked  forward  to  nt  nvevting  them  at  tltc  "  boat- 
race,"  or  "  regatta."  on  Lake  Derwentwatcr,  of 
which  they  now  again  reminded  him  at  parting- 
It  wiu  not  long  before  his  form,  as  he  rode  throuf^ 
the  choKei  was  lost  to  Laura's  eyes  as  il>ey  followed 
hill  wny.  Tears  bad  dimmed  them  as  she  had 
stoml  looking  after  his  track  at  the  window ;  and  she 
turned  away  to  give  her  surcharged  heart  relief  in 
lltose  that  now  more  freely  flowed. 

"  The  20th  will  not  be  long  before  it  comes," 
she  MtJ  to  herself;  *'  I  shall  see  him  again  soon 
at  the  regatta ;"  and  with  tliesc  thoughts  the  heart 
of  ilie  gentle  Laura  consoled  itself  as  best  it  miglit. 
Our  hero  having  p«i>sed  tliv  boundary  of  the 
chase,  found  himself  on  the  high  road.  Having 
ridden  onward  a  short  way,  he  at  length  came 
to  the  spot  where  it  branched  off  in  tiro  direo- 
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tions— one  being  that  which  let!  to  Butlermerei 
iind  the  other  to  Cockcnnoiith.  lie  reined  in  his 
horse  as  if  irresolute,  for  the  moment,  which  of 
tlic  two  he  should  punsuc ;  ut  length,  though  hit 
heart  wandered  in  tli«  first  of  them,  and  hu  step, 
too,  will  cventiudly  be  seen  ft^Iowing  it,  yet,  at 
present,  he  turned  the  bridle  in  the  oppoute  direc- 
tion, aitd  was  speedily  making  the  best  of  liis  way 
to  Cocttermouth. 

Leaving  bim,  then,  to  pursue  his  route,  our  duty 
leads  us  to  thn  vilJogc-homc  of  Gertrude.  We  are 
happy  to  fiiHl  that  after  the  dcp«rtore  of  ber 
late  inmate  "  the  Colonel,"  as  he  was  termed  at 
the  IiOiitvlrie,  Mrs.  \\'ct]icrby  Imd,  in  consequence 
of  some  politic  advice  from  Quandish,  exercised  less 
harshness  of  constraint,  rather  than  an  increase  of 
it  (as  Itenmorc  had  feared)  towards  her  lovely 
daughter.  It  was  considered  by  the  crafiy  saint  as 
well  to  desi-tt  for  a  few  dnyt  from  the  inauspicious 
prosecutitin  of  his  suit;  and  Gertrude,  accordingly, 
enjoyed  a  period  of  comjMraiive  pciiei-,  niul  wnlkeil 
tbrih  once  again  more  cheerfully  on  her  rural  avo* 
cations. 

Her  thoughts  were  fiu-lber  cheered  by  the  con- 
sideration, that  though  she  might  again  l>e  un- 
pleasantly beset  by  the  addresses  slie  bad  already 
turned  from  with  so  much  disgust,  yet  that  this 
pei-iod  of  embnrrassR>ent  wu  now  soon  to  cease. 
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smile  of  Fvnton  would  meet  her  to  her 
(lmttn«,  and  yei  mnre  that  of  Kcnmorc,  and  (onHy 
her  u  the  started  fmin  tliv  [outlnomc  phantom 
where  tbedBgiesof  the  p»cu(U>- prvitchvr  haunted 
her.  The  luippy  period  to  which  »lie  loukud  wns 
n»  yet,  no  douhi,  uncertain ;  but  still  the  plmsur- 
able  dream  thailiovered  round  hertteart,  prt>mbing 
that  all  her  fears  and  uncertainties  would  toon  Iw 
at  an  end,  hung  orer  it  all,  beauteously  as  vaguely. 
It  KcnHKl  as  the  morning  mist  tliat  veiU  tlte  lovely 
brow  of  Nature,  from  which  it  is  uttm  to  xieal 
Bwsy,  before  the  increased  warmtit  and  joy-light 
of  day,  and  discover  all  her  loTeline»  and  radiance. 

Rcnmore  had  been  hurried  uway  so  suddenly 
that  be  bad  not  lime  (as  we  hari^  wiuieacd)  to  fix 
the  precise  period  of  his  coming  to  cvlebralc  their 
union.  He  could  only  say,  that  on  her  tufTeriiig 
aiiy  ftinbcr  mokstation  from  tlte  perwin  she  dreaded, 
>hc  was  u  once  to  remove  to  the  good  cumte. 
However,  nhe  dtnibttxl  itot  tliat  he  wouUI,  on  hb 
part,  write  (if  he  did  not  hear  first  from  her),  and 
endeavour  to  let  her  know  as  precisely  as  he  could 
the  period  of  his  again  meeting  l>er ;  and  this  inti- 
mation would  guide  her  movements  as  to  proceed* 
ing  to  Lor  ton. 

That  she  was  not  miitakcn  in  her  conjecture  we 
have  seen,  diou<;li  the  letter  wliteli  she  hwked  fin- 
bad  not  yet  arrived  at  her  luuid.     It  a  true,  he 
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iittd  suggested  to  ber  that  she  s)mu1<],  tinder  cer- 
tain circumstances,  rvpair  to  Fcntoii ;  but  be  had 
rucominciulvd  bc-r  not  to  resolve  on  tiiitt  mcAstirc 
unleat  pressed  to  extremities,  since  itiicb  a  step 
wouM  oni^  ocaision  purauit  aAer  her.  Accord* 
ingly,  slic  rcmuinctl  at  Buttcrmere,  ber  lieart  bent* 
ing  quicki-r  and  quicker  us  every  succeeding  daj* 
bespoke  tbal  ber  bopcs  might  now  be  the  more 
^edily  met  in  hearing  Trom  Kenmore. 

In  what  lights  and  Hbndowa  do  we  walk  in  thu 
life  I^tliey  vtiry  as  riipidly  as  ibose  .shifting  shadows 
over  tite  verdant  patli  yonder  of  the  lovely  berd- 
mistress,  wbile  the  sun  now  p«i  fortli,  now  withdrew 
bis  rayS)  as  the  vague  clouds  streamed  ever  and 
nnon  to  intercut  tliem,  where  they  shone  over 
her  mountain  way.  It  appears  that  on  tbo  present 
day  she  had  led  her  herd  in  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Howbiggen's:  and  on  ber  return,  as  she  descended 
from  the  verge  of  the  downs  to  the  green  and 
^adowy  lane  tliat  led  back  towards  ButtcnneTc, 
along  the  lake,  she  was  greeted  by  a  moM  formid- 
able "  belle,"  dressed  likeanotlier  Irts,  in  *'  many 
colours."  In  fitct,  if  we  recall  to  mind  tlie  portrait 
of  Miss  Howbiggen's  co«tum«  »ome  little  lime  ago 
at  church,  we  shall  not  l>e  at  a  loss  to  pronounce 
who  the  person  was  that  now  "  oondcsccndiogly" 
greeted  tiie  Ileaoty. 

Certainly,  we  cannot  help  pausing  (or  a  moment, 
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to  mark  Uig  conirast  afforded  by  the  grotcsqocrie  of 
ihv  niK,  iii)il  the  simple  ruitivc  cluirm  of  ttic  oilier. 

"  Well,  my  tiear  !  to  you  nre  tjLkiiijf  back  j'our 
bertl.  I'm  glad  lo  have  ralleti  in  with  yav,  if  it 
were  but  to  tell  you  bow  liappy  I  am  to  bear  of 
your  being  about  to  establUh  jxiuneir  so  respect- 
ably. A  little  difference  in  years,  no  doubt ;  but 
that  is  no  great  consequrocc  Vou  bare  shewn 
yotir  good  scntu  iii  dtoosiiig  a  partner  for  lifo  who 
will  be  a  guide  to  your  yoaili  and  incxpericncci 
rather  ilinn  any  stlly  swain  anwngst  the  young 
brmcrs  of  tlu;  ncigtibourliood.  I  wish  you  joy* 
diild,  with  nl!  my  lieart." 

Tbi<  amiable  «prccb  requires  no  comment.  It 
shews  plenty  ilint  our  hero's  surinise  was  well- 
founded — that  Mbs  Howbiggen  hod  considered 
Mrs.  Wetlierby's  encouragement  of  Quandish's 
addresses  as  a  sufficient  nssuniiicc  that  it  was  b 
"  thing  settled"  lliat  lie  kbtnild  wed  Gertrude. 

"  Why,  wliat  can  all  this  mean?"  thouglit  the 
Beautyt  fixing  her  lovely  eyes  in  a  mingled  ex* 
pression  of  surprise  and  displeasure,  at  what  she 
oonsidcrnl  (as  well  s)>e  might)  tlu:  unbecoming 
as  well  u  unintelligible  liberty  takeit  by  Uic  gro- 
tesque sjjtnster  bdbre  bar. 

"  I  really  am  ml  aware,  ma'am,"  ^e  replied, 
•<  what  exactly  you  nvesn ;  there  is  some  mistake." 

"  Oh  DO  I     I  am  well  aware  of  llie  whole  vir- 
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cumstance,  Howerer,  very  becoming  modesty  ia 
yourselfl  Yes,  ves,  child;  1  &ball  not  forget  to 
oome  and  see  you  in  yoor  new  borne.  Good  bye, 
my  dear  I  good  bye  1" 

So  saying,  Miss  Howbiggcn  passed  onward 
witlttn  the  grounds  of  her  brother's  residence,  near 
which  slic  hnd  met  Gertrude,  and  was  speedily 
beyond  the  reiidi  of  uny  inquiry  as  to  what  hvi 
*•  kind"  repressions  could  (ignify.  Gertrude,  ai 
may  well  be  supposed,  was  hist  in  attoiii»hiiiviil  ;tt 
the  singular  greeting  slie  had  just  exjicrit^iiced ; 
but  considering  who  the  person  was  from  whom 
she  hnd  received  it,  she  soon  regained  hor  compcH 
sure,  being  aware  of  Miss  Howbiggeii's  "  amiable 
failing"  of  now  and  then  spreading  reports,  which 
made  the  "good  folk"  of  the  neighbourhood  "  won- 
der," and  were  nut  too  implicitly  to  be  relied  on. 

As  site  procccdeil  for  some  little  distance,  with 
her  herd,  along  the  lovely  banks  of  the  lake, 
her  attention  was  presently  caught  by  another 
figure,  of  which,  altliough  she  tliutight  she  re- 
collected the  face,  yet  so  singularly  disguised  was 
lie,  and  "  tnmsmogrified"  (as  tltc  being  himself 
would  have  called  it)  by  the  dress  he  had  on,  that 
she  did  not  at  first  recognise  him.  She  stifl 
looked  at  him,  since  he  appeared  to  be  advancing  in 
order  to  accost  herself,  to  judge  by  tlie  brood  grin 
that  elongated  his  mouth,  and  the  gestures  be  used ; 
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and  her  doubts  as  to  (its  identity  were  at  length 
removed  by  hi«  addrcsving  her. 

'*  Plolloa,  young  mis«is]"  lor  so  did  tlic  clowna 
of  Buliermere  usually  uxprcM  their  rwpcct  for  ihe 
daughter  of  the  landlady  of  tlie  Travc-itcr'*  IXvxt, 
"  Iltdlos,  I  say  I  yoa  wor  juu  the  person  I  wor 
ft  looking  for." 

"  Indeed,  Jock  !"  replied  Gertrude,  smiling,  fbrj 
it  was  "  Colonel  Rcnroorc's  groom"  himself  thai! 
addressed  her ;  "  is  it  you  ?     I  really  did  i»t  know 
you  ngniti  in  thnt  dress.     Why  this  is  not  May- 
day !"  she  continued,  xrailing,  n»d  with  her  usual 
arclincss.     "  How  come  you  in  Uiat  gay  livery  ?" 

**  Wboy,  now,  didn't  you  know  thnt  the  Colonel 
took  mc  into  his  sarvioe  as  he  went  to  [llnckiiim, 
and  rigged  me  out  in  his  own  livery  ?  *  ilny-<liiy' 
or  not,  it  was  tlie  *  best  day'  in  my  life  I've  known 
ibr  gome  time.  Oh  !  I'll  tell  you  all  about  it  bf- 
and-bye,  if  so  l»e  you  please  to  hear  it.  Meantime, 
my  biuiness  is  lo  convey  this  to  you — '  lo  forward 
it'  (as  you  will  Inrn)  by  tl»c  wnting  u  top," 

"  Forward  it  ?"  said  Gertrude,  as  Joi'k  handed 
the  letter  in  question  to  her,  while  she  at  once 
perceived  that  its  address  was  a  fictitious  one,  in 
order  not  to  excite  any  awpicton  of  bis  correspond- 
ence witli  her.  So,  afior  placing  it  in  her  bosom, 
and  informing  Jock  the  direction  should  l>c  at- 
tended to,  she  asked  httu  "  bow  he  liked  bis  new 
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place?  nnti  how  long  Oie  Colonel  was  about  to 
rcmnin  nl  Btackiarn  ?" 

"  Why,  as  for  my  new  place,  I  loiked  it  so  well 
(for  the  Colonel's  '  tjuoite  the  gem 'man')  that  I 
should  Dot  ha'  been  sorry  if  my  acqunintancc  witli 
it  had  grown  older.  Bui  its  loikc  all  other  niatten 
where  a  poor  man  fancies  he's  got  n  change  for 
the  better — too  good  to  last.  For  his  honour  is  nol 
gmng  to  stay  in  the  ncighbrud,  and  foinds  I  shall  bo 
more  in  hts  way  lluin  of  xarvtce ;  $o  tte  told  me  I 
wor  '  at  liheriy'  (ay,  tliat  wor  the  word)  to  go  where 
I  loiked.  '  Now,'  says  I,  '  Sir,  I  had  milici-  be  nl 
liberty  to  stay  wi'  a  good  master  when  I  have  found 
one.'  Yees;  so  I  told  un;  but  n  smoilcd,  and  ssm) 
no  more,  Injt  only  wishiil  me  well,  and  paitl  me 
my  wages,  telling  me  to  deliver  that  letter  into 
your  hand." 

"  No  doubt,  OS  you  liked  your  new  master  on 
so  sliort  an  acquaintance,  Jock,  you  would  not 
have  bceti  sorry,  indeed,  to  improve  it.  You  would 
Itave  liked  him  more,  I  dare  ny,  on  a  further  ac- 
quaintance." 

"  Ay,  that  I  should,  I  can  answer !  Blest  jvu> 
for  only  •  week  and  a  little  more,  see  what  he  ha* 
given  me — my  wages,  and  a  present  Iwsoides  P 

So  saying,  Jock  hoisted  up  his  shoulder  and 
began  to  dive  into  his  pocket  to  produce  iu  con- 
tents, when  Im!  was  stoppcti  by  Genri>de. 
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**  Never  mind,  Jock,  I  cnn  readily  believe  the 
Colonel's  liberality ;  but  let  me  ktww — w  lie  i* 
xbout  to  leave  Blocktara  V" 

**  Ay;  but  it  can  only  be  Tor  n  while,  I  reckon. 
For  they  say  as  Imjw  ns  he  and  MUa  I^wton  loike 
one  another  ra  well  that  he's  loikcly  to  come  back 
soon,  and  then  they'll  lake  each  other  for  better  or 
.  .  .  whoy,  liow  now  ?"  continued  Jock,  aiiiniig  with 
n  sudden  surprise  at  the  chanj;e  tiijit  lil«  words 
produced  in  (iertrude's  countenance,  '<  wboy  I  how 
you  are  all  come  over  so  pale,  somelmw." 

"Oh,  no,  you  mistake — not  at  all — I'm  only 
a  little  tired.  So  the  Colonel  u  goinjt  to  be 
manned,  you  «iy  i"  niw  cotttinued,  endeavouring  to 
me  her  air  of  gaiety.     "  \\'vil,  Mm  Lawton 

•poken  of  as  a  very  amiable  and " 

*'  Why,  (Ung  ii,  if  you  don't  como  over  pale 
and  red  by  turns." 

"  You  mistake,  you  mistake,  Jock  I — but  it  is 
growing  lute  'Hie  nun  has  gone  down, — so  good 
evening.     The  Icttt-r  tliali  be  delivered." 

So  saying,  Gertrude  turned  with  her  ktnc  in  a 
diflerent  direction,  leaving  Jock  puzxHng  with 
himself  how  it  could  Imppcn  ibat  slie  caniu  over 
"so  <]ueer-like"  (as  he  expressed  it)  all  on  a 
sudden.  Dut  Uiis  topic  of  the  good  clown's  sur- 
prise was  but  transitory,  being  IwnUlicd  from  his 
mind  by  tbo  yet  nwre  perplexing  one,  now  Ik  wits 
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out  of  a  place  atwl  work, — niimely,  where  lie  shook) 
turn  for  house  and  home  and  wages  next  ? 

Leaving  him  to  his  cogitations, — which  were  di- 
vided between  the  inclination  to  stay  at  his  native 
place,  and  resume  his  duties  of  carrier,  or,  oo  the 
other  hand,  go  "  hy  the  wagon  up  to  Lunnon,  and 
get  again  into  sarvicc," — we  will  return  to  Gertrude. 

Tile  moment  she  was  alone,  she  took  llie  letter 
bom  her  bosom,  and  read  as  follows: — 


♦'  My  bear  Love, 

"  I  uiscATcii  (hi«  by  the  hands  of  a  tnistworthy 
clown,  to  toll  you  iliat  I  shall  certainly  be  at  But* 
termer**  by  ihe  Iflth  imtLint,  the  evening  before 
the  boat-race  on  Derwciitwaler.  I  presume  you 
are  not  at  Lorton.  or  you  would  have  let  me  know 
whether  you  had  been  obliged  to  take  this  step  or 
not.  As  you  have  not,  I  am  happy  in  being  able 
to  coQcIude  lliat  you  have  been  piTniitlcd  to  enjoy 
some  respite  from  tlie  annoyances  you  wefx:  bocl 
with  nt  the  period  of  my  departure.  My  heart  is 
ever  with  you.  Think  of  mc,  sweetest,  and  believe 
my  greatest  huppiiK-ss  is  tn  looking  forward  soon 
to  meet  you  ngatn.  I  shall  6nd  you  in  tlie  c^d 
haunt,  on  the  north  Hide  of  the  hill. 

"P.S.  By-llie-bye,  if  a  foolish  and  impertinent 
report  tliBt  has,  1  understand,  emniuited  originally 
from  the  officiousness  of  an  elderly  laily  al  Butter- 
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m«re  (otherwise  n  very  estimable  person)  iltuiiUI 
hare  come  to  your  can,  you  will  know  how  to 
ireat  it  as  it  dexcrvcs.  Tliis  good  person  nnwt 
needs  *mnrry  ni«  up'  to  Mr.  Lawton's  daughter 
berc.  I  was  really  almost  too  angry  to  smile  at  the 
meddlesome  absurdity  of  ihb  piece  of  vilbigs 
gwsip ;  it  annoyed  me  much  on  its  ttrst  comiiig 
to  my  ears,  and  is  about  as  veracious  as  a  report  of 
n  untilar  character  concerning  yourself  and  tlint 
saint,  Quandish ;  of  oourtc  cmatwting  from  tin* 
same  quarter. 

"  Farewell,  love;  agnin  and  again  ever  youn." 


irGerlnule  had  been  sensible  of  a  momentary 
uneasiness  ut  ttie  report  oonveycd  licr  by  .lock,  tJiis 
poBtscripl  swept  it  away  entirely ;  indeed,  on  a 
little  reflection  she  would  have  scarcely  required 
the  aiBurance  of  t)»e  letter  to  induce  her,  at  once, 
to  repudiate  llic  story,  and  quiet  her  alarm.  The 
rose  which  had  tntnsitority  waned  in  her  dtevk 
again  blushed  there ;  her  eye  again  sparkled  with 
its  wonte«l  chccrrulnexs ;  her  step  wns  again 
buoyant  along  her  verdant  path.  81ic  pressed  the 
letter  to  her  lips  again  and  again — she  looked 
again  and  again  at  the  date  of  the  writer's  return- 
to  l>e  certain  that  it  was  thus  soon  site  should 
see  him  by  her  side.  Kvcry  moment  appeared  tocr 
long  that  divider!  her  from  the  wixhed-for  period 
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of  her  expectations,  and  as  evcrj-  day  pMned  hft 
her  heort  was  lighter  and  lighter  iti  the  thoagirt ! 
that  litis  intcr?al  of  anxious  clday  was  nearer  its 
terminntion. 

The  lookcd-for  da;  At  tengili  orrivetl  which  the 
letter  bad  specified  would  be  that  of  Kenmore's 
arrival  in  Buttornicre.  Gertrude  wa«  at  the 
accuEtomcd  haunt  where  often  bad  Kerurnore 
loitered  happj^  hours  in  oonrening  with  her,  at 
Chance,  or  some  other  power,  be  it  Fate  or  Lon^ 
or  both,  had  invariably  led  tlicir  footst&ps  into 
each  other's  track.  How  Itngeringly  the  hours 
passed  away,— ai>d  still  he  was  not  yet  come  I 

"  The  sun  has  not  sunk,"  she  said ;  '•  be 
will  yet  be  here.  Belbre  the  sliatlows  of  night 
wrap  mountain,  and  valley,  and  slumbering  meer,  I 
shall  Bee  him  I  When  was  it  that  t  liaw  ever 
looked  for  him  and  he  has  not  come?  So,  no; 
h«  will  soon  be  here,  tie  will  soon  take  me  from 
tbU  state  of  painful  uncertainty — that  I  may  not 
again  be  subjected  to  tlic        " 

But  here  her  attention  wag  guddcniy  arrested, 
and  a  taint  scream  escaped  her,  elicited  us  it  was 
rather  by  fear  than  any  pleasing  surprise,  M  the 
sight  of  a  man's  shodon-,  tlirowu  in  uncouili  outline 
and  proportions  from  behind  her,  upon  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  cliff.  Between  this  and  the  crag  on 
whose  brink  she  stood,  a  deep  and  dark  chasm 
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yntrned  at  lier  fWt.  As  she  started  and  lookwl 
rouud  behind  her,  to  see  whence  the  sltodow  wa« 
lhrt)wn,  she  saw,  not  llcnmorc,  hut  (hilter  dbap- 
poinlmcnt!)  a  jwrsoii  coining  down  th«  mtgeoC 
tJie  steep  towanU  bcr,  wlwve  presence  struck  dis- 
may and  loathing  to  her  heart,  and  under  which 
she  found  it  diRieult  at  first  to  rally.  If  ever  the 
had  regarded  him  with  mingled  mbtnut  and 
dre»(), — if  ever  die  turunl  from  his  hrow  in  di^pist 
of  ilioso  characters  of  malignity  and  cunning  im- 
printctl  on  it, — rite  luul  rciwon  to  do  :«  now.  She 
Itosteitcd  her  vieji,  as  she  shrieked  and  endeavoured 
to  p*u  on  froin  the  threatened  meeting  with  him ; 
but,  with  riipid  Mrides,  and  a  smile  of  increased 
malice  on  his  lip,  be  gained  her  side  on  ihe  rucky 
parapet.     It  was  Quandish. 

**  Ua,  ha  r  be  exclaimed  with  n  (tendish  latigb, 
little  in  accordance  with  his  general  purttmiicaJ 
character ;  "  du  jou  fly  mc,  mai<]en  ?  Am  I  so 
loathsome  la  you  tliat  you  avoid  me  us  a  pesti- 
lence ?  iluve  I  nut  shewn  p«iience  loug  eiiotigh 
in  desisting  lltese  many  days  past  from  athli'essing 
you  ?■' 

Gertrude  hurrie<l  onward  and  answered  nothing 
to  him  nt  first,  intent  alone  tm  making  Iwr  escape ; 
but  as  there  was  yet  no  deflexion  from  the  ledge  to 
facilitate  her  cnfraiidiiscment*  and  as  1h'  still  per- 
sevcringly  kej)!  pace  with  her,  repeating  his  re- 
K  2 
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moiistraiKe  at  her  avoidance  of  him,  she  wai 
obliged  at  Icngtii  to  reply.  Aad  a«  he  continued, 
colling  out,  "  I  beseech  you  stay  your  step, 
maiden, — slacken  your  pace  I  I  would  say  sonie- 
thinj:;  to  you,"  she  replied  abruptly,  and  willing, 
if  possibli',  to  put  n  termination  to  the  pennncc  of 
his  importunities — 

■<  Anything  that  you  con  say  will  hare  little 
rffect  in  obtaining  any  other  answer  than  ihnt 
which  you  have  already  forced  from  me.  You 
have  nlready,  through  my  mother  no  less  than  of 
j-ouraelf,  wearied  me  enough.  Leave  nte,  I  request 
you.  Surely  your  own  sense  of  pride  and  self- 
respect  would  suggest  to  yout"  she  added,  looking 
ut  him  with  mingled  scorn  and  terror,  "  to  desist 
in  addresses  that  are  so  til  repaid;  and  which, 
let  me  add,  excite  m  much  repugnanoc  in  tlie 
pemon  to  whom  they  arcofTcrcd.  Leave  me  to 
myself." 

Qiiandish  was  ready  to  gnash  his  teeth  in  the 
angublt  and  fury  of  hi*  licart.  Even  if  Gertrude's 
beauty  could  ever  have  awakened  any  «uch  senti- 
ment as  love  in  his  liean,  (divkled,  indeed,  as  it 
would  be  with  more  interested  feelings,)  it  would 
now  liiive  been  lurne<]  to  bitterest  hate.  It  de- 
manded Ids  utmost  cfToTls  to  repress  the  t^xpres- 
aion  of  his  naturally  violent  feelings,  and  make  son>e 
attempt  to  exhibit  (brbvarance,  or  even  tenderness, 
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'  as  with  gosping  breatli,  nnd  n  countenance  pale 
with  rage,  he  iiiulilj'  r^plicMl — 

"  You  may  imagine  what  my  '  love,'"  (so  spoke 
be  at  least,  whatever  he  felt,) — "ay,  my  love  for  you 
roust  be,  if  it  could  silcnco  in  my  heart  liic  whis- 
perings of  that  offended  pride  to  which  you  ap- 
peal." 

"  Pray  do  not  talk  to  me  oT  love  If  I  could  be- 
lieve you  even  capable  of  any  suchKntiment,itw(mld 
be  eiitertjiincd  (|utle  in  vain  aa  regarded  mysctf," 
he  replied  hurrietlly,  aiiempting  now  to  take  nd* 
vantage  of  a  turning  which  presented  itself  along 
the  bill-brow ;  hut  be  as  B))ccdily  stepped  before 
ber  and  prevented  her  progress,  while-  his  counte- 
nance, aa  be  looked  M  Iter,  wore  ihc  Mme  malig- 
nant smile  OS  on  his  fint  approach. 

"  I^l  me  (KIM  on  n»y  way  !"  *lie  exclninie>i),  Iter 
anger  and  vexation  being  now  excited  at  his  inter- 
ruption— "  IjCI  me  [wiM  1  What  right  have  you 
to  ob«uruct  me  in  this  way  ?— to  haunt  me  in  this 
oAensive^  this  unseemly,  unmanly  manner  ?" 

"  Because  you  will  not  hear  what  I  tiave  tocom- 
municatc.  You  condemn  before  you  listen  j  you 
disregard  what  I  have  to  say  as  concerns  your 
peace,  your  honour,  your  future " 

"  1  ask  you  again,  why  do  you  continue  to  hunt 
mc  out  thus  for  titc  sport  of  your  perftcculton  ?  Is 
it  not  enough  that  you  lutve  made  my  home  painful 
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to  m«? — ihftt  I  approach  il  will)  <]rcad  and  appre- 
Itdision  lest  I  slioultl  be  subj<t:tetl  t»  atldreases  that 
•re  nauseating  to  me? — llmt  I  am  glad  to  slnin  it, 
and  ftnd  n  refuge  in  the  solitndc  of  i]ie»c  Immn 
walks,  wliose  worst  storms  arc  peace  to  me,  rather 
than  ilie  infliction  mv  home  has  subjected  me  to, 
too  often  of  late,  tlirough  jour  migcneroiis  as  ums 
less  importunilj'?  lean  hearnoTnorcI  Let  nie 
paM  !"  slie  eonttnned^  ruaing  her  tone,  and  darting 
a  look  of  mingled  reproadi  and  contempt  at  him  ; 
for  the  yensntion  of  fear  with  which  the  rtllatiy  of 
his  connieiiiinve  generally  insfured  her  had  i>ow 
given  way  lo  mure  excited  and  turbulent  fift-ljngs. 

Ax  Mlie  spoke,  llie  storm  that  hod  been  anrttkcncd 
in  the  Ixiaom  of  Quandieh  tuul  gained  Klrcngth, 
and  now  broke  oat  in  the  nnresiratned  vehemencv 
of  nil  liis  nattind  fcrorily.  Tlic  fiend  hod  now 
thrown  aside  his  tainily  clonk,  and  stood  forth  in 
a]]  the  nndisguised  blnckti«s*  which  chamcterixed 
him,  and  whirh,  timugh  tin  had  rcat)  it  heT«u>> 
fore  in  the  siniKier  anpect  of  his  coimtenonce,  vet 
miglil  well  astound  her  in  the  savage  exempUfica- 
tWD  of  it  now  afforded  her. 

*' Look  you,"  he  ciied,  "you  have  opposed  mc 
sufficiently  to  try  the  miklest  spirit,  and  exaspcriie 
ttw  meekest.  I  had  sought  you  out,  not  to  conci- 
lijit«  any  longer  your  kmthing  or  soften  your  re- 
pugnanct. — not  even  to  tell  you  that  scorn  now 


SUiU  UATTIEU). 


199 


mf.ets  BOom— bill  to  pince  you  on  your  guan]  as  u> 

one " 

"  Let  me  pass !"  ag»in  half  exclitimcd,  half 
iihrifiked  poor  Gertrude,  whose  terror*  were  now 
rea»onably  again  awakennl  by  Uie  menace  of  tbe 
ruifian's  manner,  oo  less  than  by  his  voice  and  coun- 
tenance. She  made  oiratJicr  efTorl  to  force  her  way 
past  him,  wlicn  lie  rudely  tetud  her  by  (be  arm 
and  held  bcr  bock,  as  be  exclaijitcd — 

"  Gractous  heaven  I  do  not  provoke  me  too  far  1 
Tlicrc  is  none  ni-ar  to  niuwaia  vrbat  tlteae  KiUtude* 
may  sec  Your  Ule  is  in  my  bands,  tbeae  crags 
•^ibat  dark  gulf  below  us — can  oever  carry  ules 
of  wlwt  they  may  yet  be  llie  sceue  of." 

"  Let  me  go  past " 

"  Ltsten  to  me,  I  say.  I  warn  you,"  he  added, 
speaking  through  \iU  tixed  te<*ih,  and  elencliing  t)>e 
Gngcn  of  one  bund  as  \*t  tighleiied  bix  gra.tp  of 
her  ann  wiib  ilie  other,-—"  I  warn  you  agaiiutt  ilie 

person  that " 

"  Will  you  murder  mc  I"  she  cxcUu'mod,  inteiv 
nipling  him.  "  Tnkc  your  hand  from  mc ;  why 
do  you  clench  me  tliu^  ?"  and  Uie  iignin  struggled 
with  ber  utmost  efibrt  to  gain  tbe  upper  ground : 
wbOc  tbe  niffian,  with  a  ficndisb  laugh,  and  a  tone 
now  lowered  in  the  settled  in&ray  of  bis  resolve, 
muttvro<l  forth — 

"  Tben  take  what  you  have  brought  on  your- 
self I    You  will  force  me  to  tfais.     Not  a  tbour* 
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sand  deaths  could  gnttiT;  the  hatred  you  bare 
awakened " 

And  here  he  hnd  grappled  with  his  intended  vic- 
tim, nnd  another  mooicat  would  hsTo  witnessed  her 
hurled  to  death  in  the  chasm  below,  when,  in  dvt 
iigony  of  her  effort  to  gain  itw  higher  ground  away 
from  the  brink,  she  halHcd  the  movement  iliat 
would  have  been  filial  to  lier,  by  sviscing  with  the 
one  liiiiid  which  wiis  »l  lilwrty,  u  projecting  bough 
of  muuntain-iisli  that  sprouted  from  the  cmg;  while. 
al  the  jiame  time,  tlic  earth  on  which  t)ie  nifGan 
stood  began  to  give  way  under  his  feel,  and,  threat- 
ening to  fall,  diverted  his  aiteniton  to  iii«  own  pre- 
servation, froni  the  destruction  of  her  whom  he  had 
iienrly  made  his  victim. 

At  liberty  now,  she  stood  on  the  upper  ground, 
and  wailed  not  in  so  dangerous  a  spot  to  reproach 
him  with  hisg^ilt;  but,  urged  by  her  terror,  fled 
up  the  hill-brow,  and  did  not  [uiusi^  till  she  had 
gained  a  wide  and  open  ]>ieee  of  tnhle-laiul  nt  tome 
<liElnnce  off,  wl>ere  some  of  her  herd  were  quietly 
gracing.  IIh<1  they  been  yet  straying  over  tlie 
hilb,  she  had  now  no  longer  her  Iiorn  to  gall  them 
back;  this  liad  fallen  from  her  hand  in  the  late 
sUruggte  she  had  cncountei-ed;  and  wildly  did  she 
look  round  as  she  hni^iened  onward  calling  to  tier 
herd,  to  sec  if  Uvnntore's  appearance  might  possibly 
now  be  descried  for  her  succour ;  but  she  looked  in 
vara. 
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"  Ltt  bim  DM  doM  lo  challenge  ne  of  wtemff. 
..."  If  ihM  don  Arinlc  ta  Imn  ihy  goik  nuSMk'd, 
Tbou  riiofiMM  fini  tiare  abraak  lo  tui  Utus  ball}  I 
Hy  (triclcf  huid  wu  mode  to  idu  oa  noc" 


All  anxict)',  as  vra  arc,  lo  pursue  (lertrude  s 
track,  la  case  anything  fiirtltcr  bcfcl  h«r,  it  is  yet 
incumbent  oil  us  to  inquire  wliat  were  the  motivct 
of  Qunndikh  lu  seeking  her  out  on  llw  crag,  as  we 
liaTC  witnessed,  ifindecil  his  presence  tlvcrc  was 
the  result  of  design?  To  »iiti>iy  our  curiosity, 
iben,  on  this  point,  we  shall  now  proceed  with  nil 
promptness,  in  order  to  Iogc  no  time  iii  rejoin- 
ing our  heroine. 

It  hwl  tieen,  then,  with  little  less  eagerness 
that  Quandisli  had  lookctl  forward  lo  ilte  day 
of  Renmorc's  return  ilmn  Gertrude;  for  our 
hero  liad  dispatched  a  line  aUo  to  him,  to  nd- 
vertite  tiun  of  his  coming  b«ck  to  pay  the  "  hush- 
money."  But  very  diSereiit  were  the  ahadef 
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which  this  cjigerocss  wore  in  ttic  bo»o«ns  of  one 
and  tltc  other.     It  wm  darkciin]  by  hute  in  that  of 
Quondbli,  as  foully  on  the  one  hand,  ta  it  was  on 
the  otlkci'  illumined  by  the  ro&e-bucs  of  love  in  the 
brcsst  of  Gertrude.  "To-day  was  tl>c  day,"  thought 
Quiindi$li,  "by  which  he  ought  to  rclum  torulcvcn 
hU  forfeit  lile.    Let  him  he  Uue  to  his  pleilfje,  or  it 
shall  be  sacrificed; — let  him  be  true  to  his  pledge." 
And   here  he   paused  suddenly,    u    if   soote 
new  cunsidcration   had  snggc^ied  it»c1f,  and   the 
expression  of  nliich  will  BiTutxl  u$  u  yet  deeper 
insight  into  llie  blackness  of  his  ehuructer.     "  But 
whnt  right,"  he  said,  "have  /to  keep  coodittons 
witlt  him  on  my  part?     Hu  not  a  ant  subject 
arisen  for  which  I  may  plmisibly  euou^  lake  ex- 
ception ?   tloslie  notsioodin  tl>e  way  of  meandthc 
ol)>j«ct  tlint  was  nearest  my  heart — namely,  securing 
the  hand  of  this  girl — (in  spite  of  ull  his  artful  ex- 
cuses)— which  must  have  been  mine,  tiud  tliis  fel- 
low  been  out  of  t)»e  wuy— so  urgent  as  lier  foolish 
moilier  wiui  in  my  behalf.     Away,  then,  with  any 
ooudiiions  I— ho  has  wronged  me.     I   will  ret,  I 
trust,"  and  Ik  laughed  scomblly,  **  be  as  deep  a 
trickster  as  himself.     I  will  first  lake  tite  price  of  | 
his  blood,  and  then  will  I  glut  my  revenge  on  him. 
1  will  scojr  at  him,  and  tell  him  if  he  tliinks  he 
has  redeemed  his  life,  he  is  deceived  I     Ay,  I  will 
betray  him  nevertheless;  and  let  him  nppe«l  to 
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Qour  uid  iniih  in  viiin  ! — lu,  ha!— Ibnoicr 
^indeed  [  •  wortliy  argument  coming  from  him  who 
bu  ca}ol«d  so  manyl  Ifonour  I— away  wiUi  the 
mockery  I  I  iliall  be  a  fool  nol  to  make  him,  if  1 
can,  my  dupe,  as  be  foncits  be  is  now  making  me ! 
I  could  find  in  my  heart  to  rid  his  hstcd  lire  by  this 
handt  even  withuiit  putting  jiutitT  to  the  trouble  of 
bving  his  exectitioner  I  He  hat  come  across  my 
i^pMli  in  my  pursuit  of  this  girl! — be  lias  T 

But  here  the  pseudo-preacher  (and  "  acnstin" 
at  liesrt)  was  called  again  to  at  least  an  exterior  of 
aanctimony  by  the  approach  of  mitdry  "  meetingerv" 
of  the  dissenting  flock,  who  were  now  gathering 
tng«ther  towards  the  clmpel,  near  wluch  l>e  awaited 
their  coming  to  hear  turn  hold  ibrtli.  W'iih  feel- 
ings,  tlicn,  thus  nuukcd  by  charity  and  tnith — widi 
ftclingi  sudi  u  lbo«e  we  have  heard  him  express, 
where  hatred  waa  exasperated  by  Ute  additional  ran- 
cour of  jealousy — he  ascended  the  preacher's  desk  I 

It  wfts  difficult  for  him  (as  may  bo  imagined) 
tosmootlie  hts  malign  brow  into  tlut  of  liis  ordi- 
nary ianctinimiious  meekness;  or  even  to  sluipc 
its  feature  to  that  of  holy  zeal.  For  liowevcr 
much  warmth  of  e?tprcssion  this  might  demand, 
it  was  inipostihUi  to  throw  a  guttc  of  pious  fcrrour 
over  tlK  lurhid  and  runcoroui  vpirit-lMiilingB  that 
agitate*)  t)>e  iKart,  and  forced  the  countenance  to 
bear  testimony  of  the  savage  n-nr  wiilun. 
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The  text  lie  cliose  for  his  discourse  was  thai  of  the 
l>elrayj>l  of  Samson  by  DalUali;  in  which  his  syro- 
puiliy  in  the  cause  of  betrayal  warniL-d  him  olinoei  to 
an  imprudent  rxccss  of  vameslncts.  Of  thb  be  at 
length  became  uwurc,  being  rvcolletl  to  liimsvlf  by  tltc 
pious  gn[)ingoftlH;congn.^ittion,»ndhvciidvuvouml 
to  #oftcn  it  down  to  a  iniidcr  Mruin ;  bui  place  wbul 
cofulraint  he  would  on  hiniwlf,  llw  rancour  wiihJii 
still  burst  forth  ogain;  und  in  n  huirictl  tone  and 
nioiincT,  Ik  woe  ut  length  not  son-y  to  bring  the 
mockety  of  this  dboi-d«red  discourse  to  «  conclitsiofi, 
and  dismiss  the  meetingers  whither  they  would,  so 
that  hv  were  then  left  to  himself  nnd  his  meditations. 

Will)  a  step  as  hurried  as  his  oratory  had  been, 
he  advanced.  ik>w,  with  rapid  ilridus  lowartb  the 
Traveller's  Hcst.  "  h  is  possible  l»e  has  on-ived 
by  this  lime,"  he  said,  "  and  ia  waiting,  disgubedi 
for  me  with  U»e  money  at  the  village  inn.  Yes,  1 
will  repair  thither;  it  will  be  a  good  spot  lo  de- 
nounce him — lo  lay  hands  on  him — to  shake  llic 
punic  ill  his  fttce — and  then  mock  him,  by  idling 
him  ho  has  paid  it  in  vain  I" 

Onward  then  l>c  stixxlc,  rife  in  the  base  expecUi- 
ttun  wv  hiive  just  heard  him  express;  and  in  h» 
haslc  \k  speedily  overlook  hts  pioits  tdiy,  dnme 
Wetlierby,  who  had  been  an  auditor  of  tlte  laie 
diicour&e. 

*  Alt,  Mrs.  W«therby,  I  am  well  pleased  to  sm 
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you !"  be  said,  sluckniin^  hia  pncc  and  resuming 
Ilia  conventicle  strain  as  wdl  as  he  could.  **  1 
was  on  my  way  to  your  goo«lly  thresliotd.  Verily, 
it  rejoices  mc  to  approacli  the  al>ode  of  pcacf, 
and  where  tlw  rigliteous  pitch  their  tent.  Oh, 
granit"  he  niUted,  muttering  to  himself,  as  the  scowl 
clouded  his  brow,  "  I  miiy  Uit  meet  Aim  tl»er« !" 

"  Welcome  shall  you  be,  Mr.  Qiiandiah,"  re- 
plied the  dame — "right  wekome.  And  in  tnith 
yoo  do  well  to  seek  scMne  abode  of  peace,  Ebr  it 
aeemcd  to  mc  your  spirit,  during  the  '  discourse,' 
was  somewhat  vexed." 

"  Right  vexed  was  it,  indeed,  (and  lie  spoke 
with  truth,)  my  good  dame — right  vexed.  But 
wliAt  spirit  can  behold  the  sinfulness  of  the  children 
of  Mammon  and  unrighteousness,  nor  wax  wroth 
tliercat  ?  But  with  due  seal  on  the  port  of  the 
shcplicrd,  we  may  yet  call  tlte  Ktraggliiig  (lock  back 
to  tlte  fbkl  I  And  here,  while  1  speak  of  the  »l>e«p, 
let  me  not  foiyet  tlie  luinb  !  yea,  tlie  lumb  of  gen- 
tleness r 

'■  I  trow  you  would  speak  of  my  wayward  cluld 
under  tliat  name.  Alas  '.  1  fear  it  will  be  ditficult 
to  lead  this  '  lamb'  unto  the  (bUI  that  would  be  for 
her  weal .'  But  step  in,  good  Mr.  Quandbh — 
step  in.  We  con  discourse  more  fiiUy  of  all 
maUent  it  imports  us  to  speak  of,  when  Keatcd  and 
at  rest,  for  bci-e  arc  we  at  the  threshold. " 
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And  wiib  these  words,  dnmc  ^^'etllerby  entered 
Uie  fKircli  of  the  hustdrie,  followed  by  Qaamiub, 
who  wit!)  eager  cytx  (Util  lips  apart,  besp«akbg  the 
breathless  expectation  in  which  be  ponied  for  the 
prize  of  Kcnmore'a  capture,  peered  on  ererir  aide 
as  lie  entered.  He  cast  a  faosty  glance  round  the 
room  nlicrG  the  villagers  used  to  sit  and  smoke, 
and  enw  a  pcntoit,  whose  apjiciLrance  actcil  in  some 
degroc  us  damping  for  tlie  timt;  tlie  keennca  of 
fiecliiig  nitli  whidi  he  pried.  Mra.  \S^etfaerby, 
meantime,  liad  goite  (o  her  **  sanctum"  on  the  of^ 
posite  side  of  the  pueage,  awaiting  the  company  of 
QuamUsh. 

It  has  been  already  witncsKd,  in  an  earlier 
stage  of  our  story,  how  little  satisfaction  the  pscudo* 
prencher  felt  in  coming  in  contact  witlt  one  who,  it 
should  aeem  from  Quandish's  avoidance  of  him, 
was  acquainted  with  our  Judas's  real  character. 
Accordingly,  be  drew  back  his  step  suddenly  from 
the  door-way  of  the  room,  a*  anxious  to  slink  Irom 
tlie  notice  of  tlie  object  (it  should  seem)  of  hia  ap- 
'  prelidision.  But  the  keen  eye  of  old  Mike  (for  il 
was  bimselO  had  alrendy  glanced  on  him,  oud  it 
now  followed  liirn,  fixing  ii»elf  oci  lliat  of  the 
preacher  lu  scornful  significance.  There  was  no 
one  present  but  themselves.  It  was  precisely  tueh 
a  glance  as  miglit  be  directed  by  one  Duui  on 
another  whom  be  was  detecting  in  tome  act  of  vU- 
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Umy.  Quanduh  ww  spell-boond — painfull}'  fas- 
cinated) Bs  it  were,  (u  >  bird  by  tlw  rnitlevnuliA 
ejre,)  by  this  penetrating  Karch,  that  read  Itis  very 
Kiiil,— and  lie  felt  as  unable  to  retreat  ms  Ite  was 
unwilling  to  come  iorwnril.     lie  siamineral  out— 

"  Oh  !— 4diem  ! — I  b^  pardon, — I  was  looking 
for  some  one  vls^— I  waa        " 

*'  Expecting,  mayhap,  to  receive  tlte  price  of 
blood  I — ay,  you  may  atan,"  said  the  old  man,  as  a 
Binilc  of  scorn  curli-d  his  lip;  "but  I  licrv  arc  things 
you  woulil  do  las  readily  lluin  llial,  unless  1  mis- 
take my  old  acqaaincnncv — Sim " 

**  Husli,  my  good  Alike,— liudi,  1  beseech  you." 

**Whai|  you  are  siariled,  are  you,  to  see  you 
•re  not  wholly  onkiwwii  to  me  'f 

"  Startled  ?"  said  Quandisli,  hesitating  mhI  pale, 
"  no, — not  at  all, — or,  if  1  was,  did  you  mit  My 
enovgti  to  fttartle  any  man,  when  you  fiuggc«t 
to  him  lliat  he  is  coming  on  such  a  mnrderoos 
errand  as  tlwt  you  named  f  /— uhem !— Hun  no  such 
permo — ahem  ( — " 

Mere  iIk  »elf-con*icfe«l  Judas  shuffled  away  from 
the  dangerous  presence  of  the  old  mariner,  hoping 
to  escspe  any  furtlier  ctdloquy  which  might  lend  lo 
dbclosurcM  not  precisely  convenient  at  tliai  moment, 
whether  as  r^ankil  his  vtevr^  as  to  Renmorr,  or 
his  conscioosneBt  of  the  old  man's  knowlctlgeof  his 
own  former  movements  and  cliaracter. 
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Accordingly^  he  went  across  the  passage  to 
,  dame  Welherby's  "  sanctum,"  who  was  awaiting 
him  at  her  pious  tca-tabli'i  and  iiiformtiig  licr  that 
he  was  called  anny  by  «  friend  who  required  to 
speak  with  Inm,  Ik  pix>mi«c<i  to  retura  by-and-byt 
—that  is  lo  any,  when  he  should  find  the  place 
rid  of  the  dreaded  mariner,  to  avoid  whom  be  now 
slunk  forth  at  the  door,  wlwsc  ilireslwld  lod  upon 
the  howling-grccn  wc  luvc  before  trodden  with  oar 
bcro  and  Dr.  EHhiilc.  It  was  but  a  moment  fbr 
him  to  cross  this  Uwn,  and  puss  oirer  the  little  rude 
plank-bridge  that  was  thrown  over  the  brook,  to 
find  himself  on  the  entrance  of  the  walk  or  laoe 
olrvudy  described  as  running  at  the  base  of  tlic 
hills  behind  Buttcrmcre.  and  shaded  with  Umc, 
lioUy,  yew,  niid  other  trees. 

*'  Pestilence  on  lliat  fellow  !"  lie  exclaimed  wi> 
grily  to  himself,  "  I  lirmly  believe  he  is  in  league 
with  Hatfield  to  tliwart  me;'*  and  he  stamped  on 
llie  ground  in  the  impatience  of  his  anger ;  wlicn 
Buddcnly,  on  turning  round  be  started  in  omnze- 
mcnt  aiid  dismay  at  again  meeting  die  weird,  un- 
i  earthly  visage  of  tlic  mariner,  bent  on  his  own,  like 
on  angry  spectre's,  und  marked  with  that  fcarftil 
expression  of  scorn  and  ugnlfiatnce  thai  Itnd  al- 
ready so  confounded  him. 

"Well,  what  want  you  with  me?  what  have 
you  d<^ged  my  steps  hither  for  ?"  stammered  out 
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Quandish,  more  alarntod  nnd  cunrtiscil  llian  enti 
on  his  fint  meeting  witJ)  Mike  in  llw  hmtdriv. 

*'  To  answer  the  queslion  jou  seemed  to  tloubl 
it  was  in  my  power  to  reply  to,"  said  Mike,  tut  the 
sticer  played  on  his  thin  blue  lip; — "  (o  lell  you  tluit 
I  do  know  you, — thai  I  knew  your  charitable 
errand  nt  RsTenghuii,  mcne  littJe  time  past,  and 
know  it  now, — thnt  yoii  wear  no  dit^ite  for  the 
eye*  of  old  Mike." 

'*  Errand  at  Itaveiiglaas !"  hastily  rejoined  tlw 
mock-iaint,  "  I — I— really  do  not  underttajid  ^vu, 
—you  mistake  me.  How  can  you  know  what 
brought  me  to  Itavenglasi  ?" 

"  Uah  !  is  it  so  ? — why,  you  convid  yourself," 
said  the  old  man,  with  a  tone  of  scornful  triumph, 
which  yet  more  dtM-'oncerted  the  ruffian,  who  had 
unwittingly  committal  liiiii»vlf.  "  Wluit  then  I  I 
have  seen  ere  now  the  belmyer  of  a  twticroctor'i 
life,  and  yet  more,  Itave  it  in  my  power  to  unmo^ 
the  'saint,'"  coniiniied  the  old  man,  with  a  searching 
and  caustic  significance  of  tone,  that  made  the 
subject  of  its  ordeal  wince  beneath  tlie  infliction. 

"  Benefactor's  blood  I — 1  don't  understand  yo«. 
I — I," — confusedly  exclaimed  the  disconcerted  ruf- 
fian, while,  rising  now  in  his  tone,  he  endeavoured  to 
utitfuoe  by  bluster  the  keen  taunbt  of  his  qutsltoner. 
"  And  bow,"  hecoiitinucd,  **  I  sltould  like  to  know, 
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could  you  know  anydiing  of  my  movcmenu  ni 
Rareaglas,  (supposing  1  h^  been  tlwrc,)  unlev, 
and  wbicli  1  bcliwc  to  be  ihu  fiicl,  it  wus  yourself 
that  rocUitftted  Ute  escape  of  Uic  felon,  Hoifield, 
froin  iluit  port  ?" 

**  Mayhap  I  did,"  coolly  replied  Mike,  addiitg, 
witb  his  former  searclung  irony,  "  bis  escape  from 
^imi,  Wliat  did  you  expecl  for  betrsying  bim  ?*' 
continued  Mike,  Isugbing  in  biitur  scorn ;  **  what 
price-  did  you  put  (then,  m  you  do  now)  on  the 
nun  who  has  befriended  you  and  yours! — Ha,  ha  1 
A  Urge  one,  doubtless,— 4ie  ot^lit  bo  tie  dear  to 
yooP 

■<  I  tell  you,  I  will  not  stand  listening  lo  these 

nwplBCvd  luunt«,  tuul " 

"  iVfuplaoed  .' — ba,  ha  I  <  soi-ely  placed,'  w«re 
more  truly  spoken." 

"  What  right  have  you  to  in&st  me  with 
eiilier  your  presence  or  your  question  ?  Ihm — 
htm — I — 1 — always  understood  it  was  a  pnute- 
«-ortby  ta«k — A^nt — to  consign  ii  felon  to  the  hands 
of  justice :-~"  and  the  confounded  "Kuuit"  brushed 
forward  as  if  to  escape  his  iiiquUitor,  while  Mtk^ 
taking  up  bis  woi-ds,  speedily  forced  bim  to  tuin 
round,  as  he  suid — 

"Ay;  and  the  more  '  praiscwortliy,'  oo  doubt, 
on  ijie  part  of  a — brother  felon.    Ob  t  it  is  <  praise- 
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worlJiy*  to  impeadi  a  guilt  which  ought  to  out- 
balance  (who  can  gninnty  It?)  tl»c  remembrance 
of  Hny  little  good  (lone  as.  Very  pruicwordiy  is 
h  to  betray  a  criDiinal,— no  matter  H  wc  once 
shamed  his  crime— and  from  witora  we  would  never 
Uiink  of  extorting  a  bribe  to  be  silent.  Hold 
what !  you  start — you  find  at  last  tlial  I  do  know 
you!" — andaconU^mptuouslaughaccompanietl  the 
words,  while  QuandiKh,  darting  oa  angry  look  at 
Mike,  hutily  excluimed — 

**  I  will  stay  no  loiter  to  bear  these  Bulkioii* 
intioUBtioiUi — 1—1 — could  repei  them  t(  I  pleased 
—I—" 

oTttke  lieed,  take  heed,  Maner  QiuLndish  I" 
wid  Mike,  pursuing  his  tone  of  significant  mockery, 
"or  I  may  cliance  to  strip  tite  pious  cloak  you 
tiear  from  olf  your  shoulders,  and  exhibit  you  in 
your  tmdi^nised  delormity  to  the  eyes  of  (hose 
yoti,  for  reasons  best  known  to  yourself,  would  wish 
to  keep  blind  to  your  real  mtrifs—-ha,  ha !" — 

-  I  defy— I—" 

"It  was  this  hint  I  wished  lo  coiircy  to  yon — 
and  that  traleM  yon  deain  from  the  cour^  of  a 
treachery  yet  more  tinfu!  than  any  guilt  it  would 
deliver  up  to  justice,  I  will  rip  off  tbu  pious  mask 
and ■' 

"  I  say,  I  defy  all  yoor  '  hints*  and  your " 
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"  Pence,  mail  I  ntwl  hcor  me  yet  n  word  fgjw 
tbCTi"  said  Mike,  now  dinnging  bis  former  bitter 
irony  for  a  tone  of  fearful  resolve,  his  lip  quiver- 
ing with  emotioni  aiiil  the  hue  of  hb  oountcnance 
becoming  yet  more  ghastly  with  ilie  intcnscncss  of 
feeling  with  which  he  spoke.  "  Praiscwortliy  as 
you  may  call  your  treacherous  task — ^yet,  mark 
mc,  I  am  niziuxl  enotigli  (since  men  will  have  me 
so)  to  foresee  thai  the  rurlhcr  ymi  stand  atoof  from 
the  ]iatlt  of  your  <le«ire(i  victim,  ilte  safer  too  will 
it  be  for  yourself.  He  has  thwarted  you  already, 
and  will  possibly  thwart  you  again — may  be,  be  is 
thwarting  you  now: — "and  tlicsignificance  of  these 
words  at  once  bespoke  lo  the  pretended  preacher 
that  the  speaker  was  acquainted  wid)  the  ill-eucccss 
of  his  suit  towards  Ccrtnidc;  and  his  anger  was 
about  to  urge  him  to  reply,  but  Mike  overawed 
him.  "  Mark !"  be  continued ;  "  sltould  your  ran- 
corous, your  blood-lliirsty  perseverance  yet  gain 
its  end  in  bringing  your  victim  to  his  last  (earful 
reckoning — mark,  I  say,  your  own  doom  is  not 
far  off!" 

'*  Away  with  your  idle  meoaoe  and  nssamcu 
mysticism  I"  rejoined  Quandisli,  do  less  incensed 
timn  Ite  was  confounded.  "  1  cannot  deem  you 
other  lluui  »a  tlic  accomplice  of  a  felon^you  hav« 
borne  wititess  yotinwlf  to  as  much  in  ttie  affair 
of  Ravenglaas.     1    defy  your  cnipirictsin— your 
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mock  warnings.  My  diarocter  sUnils  beyond  the 
reach " 

Dut  his  words  (marked  by  angry  blusters  as 
they  were)  were  once  ngain  cut  short  by  ittc  scorn* 
ful  tnugh  of  Mike,  wlio  having  "  mid  his  ay,"  mm! 
not  beuig  desirouit  to  bandy  furtlier  word*  with  • 
being  be  regarded  as  the  most  locathsoroe  of  mun- 
kind,  turned  from  him  by  a  path  tliat  wound  sud- 
denly up  (be  crag,  and  left  him  repeating  his  idle 
defiance  to  himself,  lu  Ik  said— 

"  1  see  well  wliut  all  this  pretension  to  superior 
foresight — this  myuicism  with  which  you  delude 
the  vulgar,  means.  It  is  bat  a  cloak  for  the  better 
securing  your  sal«ty  in  movements  which  I  woutd 
swear  before  any  court  ofjustioe,"  (he  added)  like 
•  true  spy  and  treacherous  king's  evidence, ) "  are  di- 
rected towards  the  scrccninga  felon.  You  arc  in  Hat- 
field's confidence,  and  consequently  his  accomplice. 
Have  you  not  asusted  his  escape  in  the  ItavcnglasE 
affiiironcc  before?— ay,  and  arc  endcnvotiriiig  to 
shield  him  from  apprehension  and  assist  his  escape 
I  ?  I'm  sure  of  it  I  But  I  will  see  if  I  cannot 
frustrate  this  'conspiracy'  yet.  You  menaced  me, 
did  you? — tlireatened,  perhaps,  my  life?  Be  it 
■o;  we  will  sec  which  slmll  be  bcfon^haiid  with 
the  otlivr.  You  scoff  at  me,  tlo  you  ?  W'nii  a 
little  whiles  and  it  may  possibly  be  my  turn  to 
scoff!" 
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So  sqrbgi  and  conndering  now  Uwt  the  coAst 
was  clear  of  the  old  mariner,  Quandish  was  nboot 
to  retrace  his  steps  towards  the  TntTcIler's  llest,  on 
the  double  commUsion  of  rejoiniiiff  danu;  Welbeiv ' 
by's  tcn-tablc,  and  laying  wait  for  Rcnroore,  as 
alrmdy  cxptntned.  His  tDOvenieots,  however,  wcrsj 
sudilviily  nrresied  hy  Uie  fiir  muncb  of  a  bamt 
which  wound  In  rcvcrlierationfi  weaker  and  weaker, 
till  ibey  died  nway  over  tlic  spot  where  be  stood. 

Brciillik-xs  he  pniisci],  listening  to  those  echoes 
As  Ite  ninod  mule,  uml  ->Intiiiiiig  to  vntch  tlie  soDod, 
be  could  hear  the  beatings  of  ha  bearl  toiuler  thin 
any  other  sound, — so  deep  was  his  agitation-~8tKb 
s  tamutt  was  rouwxl  within  him.  Those  sonndl 
be  could  not  mistake.  Jlis  car  was  rendered  keen 
by  the  incitementa  of  nwrtiiicd  sdf-love,  of  hatred, 
of  hafRcd  hope,  nnd  frustnlvd  iiXcrcst.  Those 
sounds  were  nwnkencd  from  the  far  crags  above  by 
the  pastoral  born  of  Ciertrude.  He  stoml  yet  a 
brief  spiicc  longer,  us  if  considering  wiUiin  hinuel^ 
and  uneerutin  as  lo  which  direction  be  should  pro- 
ceed in — whether  back  to  die  Traveller's  Rest,  or  to 
the  spot  whence  those  sounds  arose. 

"It  is  resolved  ("be  at  length  exclaimed,  bis  conn- 
tenancc  convulsed  by  the  workings  of  jealous  hamd 
and  sava;^c  purp<wu.  "  I  will  seek  her  out — I  wilt 
se<^  her  out  in  li«r  tolitury  way.  An  opporinnity  is 
aiTordcd  me  now  of  tbrciitg  my  words  on  her  ear^ 
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Iwwever  rductAtit  to  Ikten  u>  tne.  I  cnn  dag  ber 
steps  through  the  wild,  while  I  pour  the  bitter  truth 
into  h«r  nml,  of  the  true  condition  and  <:lunicUT  of 
tlib  favoured  suitor.  A  hunted,  bopeI«M  felon  I 
Ila,  ha !  A  niilor  to  br  proud  of,  truly !  It  is  not 
iovc  so  much  of  wltidi  I  will  sp«sk  to  her  now ;  or 
if  I  xpcsk  of  love,  tl  will  be  but  Iji  niockvry.  No ; 
11  is  now  ilie  turn  of  Hate  to  speak  !  Has  Khe  not 
provoked  my  hate  ?— uy,  a  lute  whose  bittrmeas  is 
so  great  that  it  beooines  eveii  a  plessure !     What  I 


hat  she  not  avoided  me  as  a  coniagioo 
peMiIen«e  ? — ibrunk  from  my  pnth  ?** 

And  here  his  countenance  srcmcd  darkened  by  » 
yet  blacker  shade  of  malignity, — "verily,"  to  imc  his 
own  strtiin()flbcc<M)v<.'ntH:]i;,  "•«  of  ■  murderer  deter- 
mining on  bi«  fdl  puqKise."    Suddenly  tie  rrinimed. 

**  But  shv  shall  nol  etcapo  me  now !  8lie  sliaQ 
hear  the  whole  of  thoee  high  attributes  poesewed  by 
him  for  whom  she  spurns  and  shuns  me ;  tor  it 
seems  the  letter  [  caused  to  be  placctl  in  her  way 
cannot  have  reached  her."  (It  did  reach  her  hand, 
as  the  reader  will  remember,  and  failed  of  its  effect 
through  the  dexterity  uf  eration  and  uddrcss  of  the 
penton  again«t  whoai  it  was  directed.)  "  Yes ;  she 
shall  learn  o//  his  '  accomplishments  1'"  and  be 
laughed  a  savage  Inugh  of  irony  as  he  qxike. 
"Nay,  is  it  not  generutn  in  m«  to  be  thus  candid?' 
be   continued,  in  the  Home  bitter  vein.     "  £3ic 
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shall  not  give  tierself  away  in  Uietlork.  And  as  for 
ftiai — wluil  1  he  is  to  *  ihwart'  me  !  Say  you  so, 
old  niigur  of  ill?"  he  exclaimed,  as  the  words  of 
Mike  now  arose  in  the  traiu  o(  thcec  his  iHtier 
musings,  and  served  yet  more  to  gowl  the  ranconr 
of  their  vindictirenev,  adding  Tuel  to  the  Bame 
that  already  burned  too  fiercely  in  tiis  breasL  "  He 
is  to  thwart  roe  in  rerenge,  in  love — in  all  I  To  tlie 
proof  1  Oh !  if  I  have  do  reason  to  triumph  in  my 
suit  with  thit)  peevisli  and  contemptuous  girl,  At 
shall  have  as  little  too.  In  revenge,  in  lovp,  in  all, 
will  /thwart  him.  Not  the  price  of  a  mine  shall 
save  his  life  !  —shall  purchase  my  forbcnmncc !— no 
sums  tluit  /  can  take  I"  and  he  stamped  his  foot  in 
tlic  determination  of  his  passion.  "  Wlutt  will  jvo 
say,  wretched  damsel,"  he  continued,  with  a  scorn- 
ful laugh,  "  when  you  iind  in  this  fair  '  gentleman' 
for  wltom  you  have  despised  me,  a  felon,  dragged 
to  a  shameful  death  ?  Ha,  ha !  Your  cries  will 
l>e  music  to  my  ear,  that  sl»ll  listen  (or  nxire ;  nor 
shall  be  sali&licd  till  thittc  cries  have  faded  over  the 
siru^lc  of  his  dying  agonies!  Methinks  I  see  you 
pale,  fainting,  in  the  arms  of  tlie  surrotmding  throng 
tliat  have  crowded  to  witness  his  shameful  end  on 
the  scaiTold.  Ho,  ha !  Who  will  be  mocked— 
who  will  be  thwarted  then  f" 

And  as  he  uttered  tlicse  words,  with  the  fiendish 
laugh  of  mingled  scorn   and  exultation  at  these 
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fearfiil  anticipations,  he  hurried  along  the  hill-brow, 
to  search  out  the  lovely  object  of  his  rancour, 
guided  in  his  track  by  those  notes  he  had  caught  of 
her  horn.  With  what  result  he  had  arrived  at  the 
spot  where  he  first  of  all  came  up  with  her,  we  have 
already  seen ;  bat  whether  he  had  yet  relinquished 
her  track  or  not  altogether,  remains  yet  to  be 
explained. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


"  Sh«  uld  me  what  a  totlbNine  >gmj 
I*  thai,  wh«n  Mlfishactt  inockt  lorc'i  dcli^aK." 

SnBLLEV, 


OeRTitUDE  did  not  cease  ronoiDgoD  hcrurival 
At  the  piece  or  open  pasturege,  at  t)ic  foot  oftlte 
hills,  which  »he  luuj  now  gained ;  and  was  fcdlowcd 
by  her  herd,  in  no  less  diMtrder  than  their  mic* 
iresR.  The  kine  followed  her,  amid  their  lowing*, 
to  a  narrow  and  somewhat  steep  lane,  wbidi  led 
immediately  down  to  Uie  high  road.  It  was  not 
until  she  arrivid  ai  the  entrance  to  this  descent  or 
lane, — for  its  iineTcnness  rendered  it  rather  a  bed 
orruU  tlian  any  other  description  of  pattnge, — thai 
she  summoned  courage  to  look  rotind,  in  order  to 
see  if  the  object  of  her  dread  was  resuming  hit  pur- 
suit of  her.  Happily,  the  glade  she  had  passed  was 
vacant ;  and,  without  more  delay,  she  hurried  along 
(he  descent,  trusting  that  she  should  ba  enabled  to 
gain  the  public  road  before  slic  could  be  orcriaken. 
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AcGonlingly,  tlie  procMtled,  calling  to  her  liierd, 
tbjit  well  understood  lier  cballenge,  to  follow  Iter 
sMpc  along  tl>e  descent ;  au  object  wbicli  she  was 
fortunate  in  accomplishing,  in  spile  of  some  Ter7 
luxuriant  thytnc,  and  tender  tuizcl-spmys,  that 
clotbed  the  track  on  cither  nd«,  and  afforded  suf- 
ficient lempiation  fur  the  liaTere  to  loiter  and  rogftle 
themselves  on  Uteir  jimgrcstt.  Often  wasilti!  obliged 
to  turn  routul  and  citide  liiein  onward ;  and  she  luul 
now  succeeded  in  bringing  her  whole  lierd  to  tl>e 
outlet  leading  into  the  high  road,  when  one  truant 
beiler,  unable  lo  forego  the  treat  afibrded  it,  lagged 
behind,  and  realstcd  the  repeated  sommons  of  her 
mistress  U>  follow  with  the  rest. 

Tbb  hindrance  (o  Ik-t  progress  occasioned  n  delay 
which,  llmugh  slight,  die  could  w«ll  have  vpared  in 
her  present  trejiidaiiun ;  and  it  was  not  until  after 
l^c  hod  retmceil  her  steps  fur  a  short  distiince,  and 
'  driven  the  oitinial  onward,  that  she  could  continue 
on  her  way  ItomewBrd.  What  was  her  dismay, 
llien,  on  seeing,  on  her  return  towards  tlie  entrance 
the  high  road,  the  object  of  her  dre»d  and 
■bborrcncc,  awiiitiog  her  appronch  !  She  forgot,  in 
an  instant.  Iter  occupation,  imd  fled  up  lltc  bank 
with  a  scream,  us  she  hoped  to  erode  enoountenng 
lier  pursuer,  and  orrire  at  the  road  some  diiitaiice 
fianher  on,  though  by  a  steeper  descent.  As  she 
fled*  slic  hi:ard  tlie  sound  of  <juaodislt'a  vcHce  call- 
l3 


AD  VESTURES  OP 

iiig  after  her,  but  it  wbs  too  indistinctly  caught  lo 
enAbte  her  to  judge  of  ihe  purport  of  his  word*. 

"  One  moment,"  (were  the  words  in  which  h« 
cried  otitj)  "  I  ask  hut  one  motneut  to  unfold  to 
you  t)ie  anifices  of  a  proscribed  felon ;  hut  one 
moment  I  Stay,  I  entreat  you,  and  I  will  oerer 
assail  you  with  a  sj-llnblc  more," 

Such  were  tlic  words  lie  exclaimed,  as  he  followed 
with  hb  best  speed  the  steps  of  the  lovely  fugitive; 
but  ibc  breeze  from  (he  hill  difuipatcd  the  accents 
long  before  tlicy  could  fnll  Articulately  on  her  car; 
and  even  ifihcylind  fo  fallen,  her  fciur  und  tlte  hurry 
of  her  flight  would  hnvc  prevented  her  from  well 
dtstingiii«}iing  litem.  She  ra[Mdly  gnined  ground 
on  her  pursuer,  from  Iter  superior  ajplity  of  frame 
and  sU'p ;  and  hud  now  arrived  at  llie  spot  where 
tlie  stecpiiesii  of  the  bank  Miik  into  a  tlope  gentle 
enough  to  afford  her  a  descent  at  once  into  tlie 
roiid.  Slie  wm  in  the  act  of  qjringing  down  the 
bank,  when  u  loosened  and  round  pebble  of  lai^ 
dimensions  rolled  along  under  her  foot,  and  occ»> 
sioncd  her  to  fall,  as  she  slipped  bnckwards  and 
canic  to  tttc  bottom  of  the  bank,  with  a  Tiolent 
concufition  at  the  side  of  the  head,  which  laid  her 
senseless  on  the  ground. 

Qunndtsb,  on  his  arrival  at  the  lop  of  the  bank, 
was  alarmed  as  he  looked  over  it  and  perceived 
the  accident  (hiit  had  taken  place;  and  was  about 
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to  make  the  best  of  hi-t  way  from  the  spot,  when, 
on  ttiriiiiig  fxjunti,  Im  [terceivcd  n  ligure  that 
linlf-dwaiveKO  ibelf  from  behind  the  trunk  of 
kii  old  oak  tree  on  tlic  crag,  BDt)  appeared  tu 
be  observing  hito.  lie  dicrclbrc  paused  and 
thought  it  would  be  sofcr,  if  he  now  busied  himwlf 
in  rabing  up  il»e  person  ofibc  (nlk-ti  Gcrtnid«,so  that 
he  might  appear  to  any  pawer  by,  as  tliougli  oflord* 
ing  her  aMiat.-uicc;  ii  being,  meantime,  his  inleiitiuit 
to  consign  tliis  cnre  from  hit  own,  to  tlio  first  hanik 
lliat  presented  thcniKclvcs.  lie  tuid  scarcely  de> 
Kcndvdiin  instant  from  tlic  bank)  and  commenced 
raising  poor  Cierlnidt;'»  hciu),  when  tliu  trump  of  a 
horse's  hoof,  urgnl  ut  full  gallop,  urrntcd  liis  at' 
leiitioit,  and  on  nii.itng  his  head  in  the  direction  of 
tlie  Cockcrtno4itli  road  uiicncc  it  proceeded,  a  r»pi<l 
turning  in  the  road  placed  Iiorso  and  Itorsetnan  nl 
once  before  him. 

Wlielhcr  to  fly,  or  stay  where  he  wax,  urn 
make  the  be<l  explantuioii  he  could  of  the  circom 
stances  iww  presented  to  that  rider's  itoticc,  was  fur 
a  niotnent  matter  of  conflict  in  his  bosom  i  for  in 
tliat  horse-iiuni  the  penmn  of  no  other  than  Ren- 
inorc  prcKcnied  itnolf.  lie  rcwlved  upon  tite  latter 
conclti»ion,  and  having,  in  litt  ainnn  and  surprise,  let 
Gertrude'x  head  sink  from  his  hands  on  tlic  bank,  )i« 
ntsei)  it  up  again  confusedly,  as  our  liero  now 
rained  in  his  steed  hastily,  and  demanded  without 
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at  first  reet^uiiig  the  faces  or  the  two  ^nm 
below  him — "  Wtmt  was  the  milter  T' 

"  All  ncctdeat !  a  <lreadful  accident  J"  repJied 
Qusndisli,  without  raising  liis  heaci,  and  fngn'ing 
not  to  know  who  the  person  was  thai  questioned 
liim, — when  ItcBmorc,  having  now  alighted  from  bb 
uddle,  recognisod  Quandish  at  once,  as  be  ex- 
claimed— 

"  Good  Heavens !  SimmontU,— Qunndifl),  I  would 
mji^-tt  it  you  whom  I  see  here  ?  1  hnre  comr. 
true  to  my  time,  to  pay  you  tlie  stnn  I  hud  plMlgm) 
myaeU*  to  provide  by  this  day.  I  was  spurring  on 
my  horse  to  seek  you  out." 

"  Talk  not  of  lltat  subject  at  llm  momeiiL  I 
did  not  doubt  your  faith  ;  but  here  is  a  topic  that 
will  more  worthily  engross  the  attention  of  us  both 
for  the  present,"  replied  Quandtsli,  in  a  tone  of 
niann  and  confusion,  as  much  occasioned  by  fears 
for  hLt  own  safety  m  by  nny  concern  for  the  fate 
of  her  to  whom  his  remiirks  bore  reference. 

"  Good  Goil !  what  do  I  see  ?'  cried  Renmore, 
as  he  sprang  forward  to  render  himself  certain  that 
it  was  the  face  of  Gertrude — bis  own  Gertrude— 
which  he  saw,  as  Quan4lish  now  raised  her  up  from 
tlic  ground,  and  would  liave  supported  her,  but 
tbu  Kenmore  himself  wizvd  her  pos^onately  in 
bis  own  nrms,  jealous  iliat  any  succour  >Jiould  be 
afEirded  her  fi'om  any  one  but  bimself.     As  be 
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hung  orer  Ikt  in  mingled  alnrin  nnd  lurpriset  he 
hurriedly  inquired  what  ihe  c*um  was  of  the 
conditioo  in  which  he  heheld  her. 

"  Upon  my  word,"  stammered  out  Quandiib, 
emleavouring,  in  vain,  (o  gain  the  composure  lie 
desired,  in  ordvr  jiut  to  ourer  his  retreat,  '■  upon 
my  word  I  scarcely  kitow.  I  was  merely  passing 
by  along  the  road,  and  hiw  a  figure  fall  from  die 
bunk.  I  iiuppose  she  must  have  slipped  from  the 
top,  or  ill  attempting  to  come  down  the  side  ,*  htit 
I  really  can  scarcely  tell  how  the  arcidenl  precisely 
occurred." 

"  Then  /can  supply  the  required  information/* 
exckimed  a  voice  from  the  summit,  while  Renmore 
and  Quandish  (sccrcdy  shrinking  as  the  latter  did 
in  conscious  guilt)  botli  raised  ilicir  hcsds  to  see 
who  tbe  person  was  that  spoke,  and  recognised  tlw; 
features  of  old  Mike. 

"  I  am  surprised,"  conlinucd  the  old  man,  in  the 
same  vein  of  caustic  and  contemptuous  irony  in 
which  we  liuve  already  lM»rd  him  addreniog 
the  mock-preacher, — "  I  am  surprisett  you  should 
be  so  tgiKiranl  of  the  circumstances  of  diis  uoctdctit! 
But,  Colonel,"  be  continued,  in  an  altered  and 
Bomewhat  lowered  tone  to  Renmore,  "bathe  her 
dear  lovely  forehead  in  yonder  rill  that  ercepa 
through  the  moss  from  the  rock  on  the  opposite 
bonk,  and  I  will  keep  on  eye  on  this  hypocrite. 
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that  lie  Kliall  not  (nliidi  lio  would  be  glad  lo  do) 
escnpe  yoar  qurstioo,  until  nil  tlic  linle  featura^" 
(he  ndiletl,  with  II  bitter  sneer,)  "  of  the  accident  are 
explained  1" 

Quiindish  au;^rcJ  little  good  to  himself  from 
the  explanation  of  one  wlwin  he  rrgnrded,  Doi 
only  &%  so  little  friendly  to  hini-iclf.  but  who  ap- 
peared, from  the  confi<]ence  aii<]  sigiufKance  of  his 
manner,  so  well  enabled  lo  utter  tlie  truth  ihnt 
slioiilil  condemn  him.  To  attempt  flight  would 
only  he  to  convict  himself  at  once :  so  he  was  con- 
strained  to  await  the  menaced  explanation,  with  a 
deiennination  to  contradict  it,  or  excuse  the  cir- 
Camstances  as  he  best  might.  He  exhibited  al 
present,  a  wcll-prctcndcd  eagerness  in  oflTering  as- 
sistance to  Kcnmorc  in  resuscitating  the  Beauty, 
vrhom  he  secretly  trusted,  notwithstanding  b1)  tbo 
efforts  ihiit  might  (x*  made  to  bring  her  to  herself, 
would  not  be  sulficiently  restored  to  be  able  to  re- 
cognise liim  at  once,  and  convict  him  of  his  inhu- 
manity and  guilt. 

His  offers  of  attention  (or  ratlK-r  lit;  officious- 
ness)  were,  liowever,  indignantly  rqjclktl  by  Ren- 
more,  who  mttpectetl  lli«  truth  from  Mike's  mnnneT, 
while  he  earnenly  ri-<ine)(tc<l  ilie  old  »euman  to  con- 
tinue the  explanation  he  hiul  commenced. 

«  It  was  an  accident,  I  am  confident,"  exclaimed 
Quandish,  interposing  jii>t  as  the  ancient  mariner 
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was  about  to  open  liis  lips.  "  I  saw  her  fall  down 
the  bsnk — there  was  no  one  near  to  push  l»cr  down 
it — her  Tall  must  have  been  accidcntul." 

**  No  doubt,  no  doubt,"  continued  Mike,  "  the 
whole  mnllcr  was  nccklcntid.  It  is  an  accidciii«  nu 
doubt,  that  in  iny  way  frutn  the  Kavcntarn  acro&s 
lb«  rklgi;  yundfir,  I  saw  die  (xwr  dear  thing  run- 
ning like  a  liuatcd  deer  across  die  Aldcr-moss, 
(as  tite  open  pasturage,  skirted  t>j  aider  treesi 
whither  Gertrude  had  &r5t  of  all  escaped,  was 
called,)  and  saw,  too,  the  hound,  the  ■  boii-dc^,* 
diat  WBS  in  pursuit  of  her  shew  his  foul  muiule» 
short} V  after,  on  her  track." 

"  What  have  I  to  do  witli  this  ?"  interposed 
Quatidish,  confusedly  and  angrily,  while  ai  the 
same  moment  Bcnuiore  exelaimed — 

"  And  the  hound  ? — who  was  it  ?" 

"  A  Itouiid  ttiat  if  ever  he  was  rife  on  the  soent 
of  }'oiir  own  blood,"  replied  Mike,  looking  at 
Quandish,  "  la  so  now.  Oh  I  you  should  h&re 
heard  him  'give  tongue'  (as  iJte  sportsmen  say)  as 
lie  chased  yonder  stricken  deer  to  tJic  spot  where 
she  met  with  this  accident.  You  should  hare 
beard,  though  she  diti  not,  titat  hound, — and  here 
he  standi,"  (continued  Mike,  pointing  to  Quan- 
dish,) — "  clamour  after  her,  as  she  flod  from  his 
loatlied  presence,  to  tell  her  a  talc  injurious  to  one 
die  esteemed, — to  one,  Iw  termed  a  'proscribed 
l3 
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felon.'     It  was  an  '  accideni'  trolj-,  t  will  grant  you, 
that  I  heard  what  she  ilid  noL" 

^fike  was  about  to  continue,  wb«n  Renmofv, 
unable  an;  longer  to  restrain  his  indignation,  as  be 
appoacbnl  Qunndish,  and  consigned  to  31ikc  Ute 
caro  of  Gertrude,  who  ali'c«(ly  shewed  signs  of  re- 
suscitation, cxclnimcd — 

"  Ungenerous  as  unmanly  villain  1  ts  it  iliut 
you  have  taken  advantage  of  my  atiM^noe  to  wreak 
j<our  nwan  vengeance  on  me  and  this  weak  female, 
in  traducing  me  and  inflicting  pain  on  her  in  doing 
so?  Were  you  not  content  by  my  keeping  my 
word,  in  removing  frotn  n  spot  where  you  tteemed 
my  presence  nii  obstacle  to  your  nauseating 
suit?  IWrKuit  < — you  little  undentood  the  nature 
of  the  perioii  to  whom  tfou  paid  oddreases,  if  you 
imagined  that,  to  one  of  her  generous  spirit  and  es- 
timable disposition,  ihey  could  be  otherwise  than 
luathsome,  coining  as  llicy  did  from  a  being  whose 
diaracter  of  baseness,  low  craft,  and  hirking  vil- 
lany,  no  nrtilicca  could  dixguisc  or  ooncinl  I  But 
no  longer  will  1  bandy  words  witli  one  so  grovel* 
ling,  so  despicable  in  lib  villany,  so  unworthy  ibe 
nature  of  man.  From  this  moment  I  defy  you.  I 
Hoorn  any  longer  to  temporize — to  conciliate  one 
I  so  liMu-tily  despite  luid  abhor.  Oo;  attempt  to 
consign  me  at  once  if  you  plencc — and  if  you  can- 
to the  bands  of  justice.     You  have  my  cliallei^ei 


JMIES  UATFIELD. 


227 


not  merely  my  permisaioii  to  do  to.  Add  tlie  ig- 
noble cbaracter  of  betrayer  and  informer  to  tluit  of 
Tiilain." 

"Your  life,  I  t«ll  you,"  interposed  Qimndish, 
his  heart  being  bunt  on  securing  ibc  "busfa- 
money,"  ere  be  put  in  practice  )ia  oonteinplatcd 
perjury  and  betrayal — "  Vour  iifc  i>  Recured  to 
you  Its  far  as  7  am  concerned.  Remain  my  enemy 
if  you  please,  but  pay  me  tlie  sum  that  I  have  a 
right  to  cxpoct,  nnd  for  nhich  I  Iiavc  thus  fur  4-x* 
erctsed  (and  I  will  fur  ercr  excrclw:)  forbearance 
io  not  disoorering  you." 

'*  Away  wiili  ilie  subject  of  '  royselfi'  and  the 
wretched  luckless  life  it  is  my  lot  to  drag  along  ! 
I  will  no  longer  stoop  to  listen  lo  any  terms  by 
which  a  day  longer  »liitll  be  bought  of  it  fnMn  ymr 
foriMarancc.  liere  is  tlie  sum,"  he  said,  Iwlding 
up  a  heavy  purse  before  the  gloating  eyes  of 
Quaiidisb,  "  in  which  your  sordid  spoil  is  centered, 
and  of  which  I  will  now  diaippoinl  you.  1  value 
not  that  which  it  should  buy.  Nut  a  penny  of 
it  sliall  you  gloat  upon,  and  exclaim  in  fiendish 
cxulution — '  Behold  what  I  have  won  from  hi* 
fears — the  price  of  his  blood  ''  From  this  moment 
I  repeat— I  defy  you,— do  yonr  worst  I  I  regard 
not  myself; — I  sconi  you,  and  ilie  utmost  eflorts  of 
your  malice  as  regards  my  own  safety ;  but  this  un- 
oQendiiig,  thi&  weak  aa  lovely  being  here, — was  she. 
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bccutive  she  rcgKrdcd  mc  witli  a  confidence,  an 
esteem,  Umt  you  (sucli  a  tiling  n*  you)  were  never 
cftknilated  to  awaki-ii — was  slic  to  he  moilc  the 
mark  of  your  brulnl,  your  tlnstaixlly  nntl  lit;iKl»h 
persecution?  No;  lincl  you  told  Iter  fifty  lime* 
tliat  I  wm  tite  guiliieski  of  men,  wuuli)  site  bare 
valued  me  less  from  the  accusation  of  such  an  one 
as  you?  Away,  wretch,  and  avoid  my  presence,  or 
ii  may  be  dangerous  for  you.  Out  of  my  uglit,  1 
say!" 

Quandidi's  infatuation  however  prevailed,  and 
hb  eflrontcry  being  increased,  doubtless  because 
he  was  aware  that  he  had  to  deal  with  a  generous 
ndversaiy,  while  his  paltiy  fears  for  his  personal 
afety  were  consequently  set  at  resi,  did  not  take 
the  advice  given  him,  but  continued  to  irritate 
Kcnmore  by  a  bluiiiering  demand  for  the  sum  be 
*'  claimed."  U«  was  again  warned  (o  absent  him- 
self, when  still  persisting  in  his  ill-timed  provoca- 
tion, Kcnmorir,  nt  length,  lost  all  command  of 
himself,  and  as  Uiey  came  now  to  the  ^U'Cp  where 
the  rond  looks  down  upon  the  entrance  to  Butler- 
mere,  \iK  seized  the  despicable  bully,  and  grappling 
with  him,  hurled  him  headlong  down  die  height, 
where  he  left  him,  regardless  wbedicr  be  survived 
or  not  the  shuck  that  xtunnctl  him. 

Meantime,  Cievlrude,  rerniih-d  by  ihc  eoiil  foun- 
lain-flood,  and  die  attention  otTered  her  by  old  Mike 
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during  ttie  above  porky  brtwcvn  Rcntnore  anti  hU 
iiieni}',  haJ  been  now  brtHj^lii  iioiiicwtiAt  to  lierself 
a{^n.  She  had  Iteen  lifted  tip  on  Kvnmorc's  horse 
by  lite  assistance  of  himseirand  Mike,  and  tliey  sirp- 
ported  her,  and  proceeded  at  a  slow  pace  towards  the 
village,  which  wos  now  clow  at  hand.  The  sight  of 
Keiimorv,  in  re)>ton'ng  to  her  a  sense  of  security 
and  protection,  added  no  little  lo  r«»iore  Iter  also 
to  animutton  and  coniparBtivc  troitquilHty  of  mind. 

It  wft.«  il)e  voice  of  Kenmore  now  met  her  enr 
and  gave  renewed  joy  and  coiilidencie  to  her  heart. 

*f.To  think  I  slMidd  have  returned  to  find  you 
tliusihe  ohjcci  of  that  wretch's  unmanly  annoyance! 
hut  fear  not,  love,  it  shall  not  assail  you  again.  I 
am  come  to  remove  you  from  any  furtln-r  molestation 
on  the  p4ulof  tlii*  spirit  of  hypocrisy  aitd  ruffianism. 
1  am  come  to  fulfil  ray  promise  of  taking  you  away 
from  iliii  spot)  and  removing  from  the  hearts  of 
both  of  us  that  uncertainty  titat  has  tried  them  so 
long.  To-morrow  there  is  afibrdc<l  a  gooti  ojipor- 
tunity  for  seizing  nt  length  the  )ong-wilhlH-|d — Uic 
wiMticd-fiir  hnppim^ss.  Our  union  shall  no  longer 
be  deluyt-d.  Voo  liave  heard,  ilonbUos,  of  the 
l)oat-race  that  is  to  take  place  to-morrow  on  Der- 
weotwater.  By  its  hanks,  then,  shall  be  die  spot 
wltcre  wc  will  meet — not  on  the  Keswick  ude, 
but  on  the  OurrodHJIe.  Our  good  old  (Hcnd  Mike 
will  accompany  you  to  the  luke  side;  there  you 
sball  enter  my  boat,  for  I  must  take  a  part  in  the 
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festival,— but  fear  not,  I  will  not  be  aeparntcd  from 
you.  Tliis  1  will  orrangu  mtisfactorily  by  to-ntor- 
row.  All  thni  it  is  rcquiiiu!  to  uy  at  ilm  moment 
i%  that  you  sboll  5n<l  me  waiting  to  receive  you,  nt 
tlie  spot  to  H'bich  Mike  will  oondiiclyou.  An  op- 
portunity will  be  aflbriletl  mc,  during  tlie  biutle 
and  confiuion  of  the  merry-making,  to  escape  from 
the  race,  and  hasten  wiib  you  at  oiioe  to  Lortoa. 
You  hate  mentioned  my  proposals  to  you  (as  yoa 
told  mc  before  my  tearing  Duttermere)  to  Mr. 
Fcnton.  It  is  w^ll, — lie  shall  unite  us,  and  nothing 
can  th«n  $epurntc  us — nothing,  dearest," — (and  here 
his  voice  fullered  as  certitin  gloomy  forabodiDgl 
arose  in  his  mind,) — "  but  death." 

So  saying,  be  pressed  Im  lips  to  hers,  m  she  hid 
now  in  his  boeotn  tlie  tears  that  started  from  her 
eyes.  While  Iter  bead  leaned  there,  be  embraced 
Iter,  and  kissed  her  pdc  lips  over  and  over  again,  in 
A  transport  of  feeling,  in  which  anguish  mingled 
with  gratitude  and  tove.  I-'atnl,  inrlecd,  were  those 
eharmit,  that  could  kindle  in  h'a  breast  a  pasion 
[oo  powerful  to  witlistand  the  conflict  occaskmcd 
htm  by  that  nngnisl)  he  now  felt,  at  tlie  conscious- 
ne*t  of  his  dungeraus  condition,  nnd  which  might 
one  day  entail  its  woe  and  ^lamc  on  hn  head  no 
las  than  his  own.  It  was  in  vain  these  bitter  whis- 
perings  woke  in  his  heart ;  and  they  were  stleoced 
al  once,  when  he  considered  lliat  the  grief  he  sliould 
occasion  her  by  now  confessing  them,  and  breaking 
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off  his  «igag«ineot  wiili  her,  would  l>e  scarcely  less 
bitter  than  an;  future  trial  eTeii  to  which  sIk>  might 
be  doomed,  whenever  slic  should  be  mode  tteniubic 
of  th<:  fearful  predicament  in  which  he  stood  ! 
Vt'en  Iw  ev«n  to  brenk  off  the  cngagnnent  itow, 
he  felt  he  sh*>iild  \te  nilucuint  lo  inform  her  of  il»e 
real  reason  fur  his  doingso ;  and,  ilicn,  l»w  imper- 
fect would  his  excuses  be  ?  They  would  »e«n  only 
trivial,  fictitious,  didionourable,  and  cruel  lo  Iter, 
— to  her,  who  luul  rndurcd  so  much  fur  liim,— tu 
her,  wlioM  return  of  his  RiFcciion  hnd  been  a  workl 
ofhappiness  anil  soliice  in  itself,  when  all  (he  world 
beside  frowned  on  him  and  abjured  liim. 

Soch  were  the  ihoughu  ibnipaiMil  rR(>idly  through 
bis  mind.  Iliere  was,  tl)cn,  but  one  course  l(>r  him  to 
pursue, — that  which  he  had  just  represented  to  lier. 
Once  more,  lltcn,  he  pressed  her  to  his  heart,  awl 
kissing  away  her  tcart,  consigned  her  to  the  care  of 
old  Mike;  while  Ik  himself  tnounlcd  on  tlie  steed 
from  whidi  site  luul  been  lined,  being  now  niffi- 
cienlty  recovereil  to  be  able,  with  the  nipport  of 
Mike,  to  pursue  her  way  slowly  lo  tlie  village,  whidi 
was  now  close  in  sight. 

Kenmore  afTectionstdy  tcjueczed  the  old  man's 
band,  offering  at  the  same  time  to  put  lett  pieces  of 
gold  in  it,  from  tlie  purse  wiiich  Itad  been  originally 
intended  Ibr  Quaiidish ;  but  it  was  declined  by  the 
old  mariner,  as  he  i«id — 
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"  Nay,  nay ;  put  j-our  coin  up.  The  old  mari- 
ner b  olrcatly  too  much  in  your  debt  ever  to  be 
al)lc  to  repay  you — not  to  talk  of  taking  more  of 
you.  K<.-ni«inber  the  'tale  of  the  tleep,'  and  tfae 
life  he  owes  you?  The  beet  return,"  (he  conti- 
nued, muticring  to  himself,)  "  the  old  man  can 
make  you  b  to  ask  a  boon  from  Hcnvcn  for  yoor 
succour,  and  to  turn  a*idc  the  evil  day.  So 
speed,"  he  added,  addresting  Rciimore  ngnin,  in 
u  lowered  but  urgent  tone, — "  spetxl  nt  once  from 
this  spot,  or  it  may  be  dangerous,  lor  thin  Quan- 
dbli,  this  Judos,  may  have  prepared  an  ambush  for 
you  here.  So  speed,  and  to-morrow  fear  not  to 
meet  me  with  my  charge.  Not  far  from  the  place 
of  our  meeting  is  a  rude  solitary  ion,  between 
Rosthwaiie  and  Dcrwcntwater,  where  yoo  may  stay 
through  the  night  without  much  hazard.  So  urn 
your  liorsc's  head  along  yonder  lane,  to  the  north- 
won);  it  is  a  little  roundabout,  butmaybc  tbesafest 
after  all." 

Tlte  words  were  scarcely  out  of  lh«  old  man'* 
mouth  before  our  hero  bad  vaulted  iiitu  the  saddle 
again,  and  was  hearing  fast  away  up  llie  narrow 
road,  or  lane  rather,  pointed  out  by  Mike.  It  led 
quite  round  the  other  side  of  the  hills  to  the  north 
of  Bultermvre,  imd  then  made  a  defleiuoB, 
gradually  verging  more  and  more  to  K>uihwvrd, 
tiU  it  led  into  a  thick  wood,  which  tt  ira?ened,  and 
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■t  ihe  furili^st  extremity  of  wbich  RtooU  th«  soliiaiy 
bonelrie  pointed  out  by  Mike. 

The  old  man's  iKeughts,  in  the  warning  lie  Iiad 
jmi  given  Renmore  to  hapten  away,  hnd  been  di- 
rected to  the  circum&Iance  that  Quaitdiili  might 
possibly  soon  be  in  condition  again  to  exerdwe  his 
malice,  and  punuc  the  foul  game  of  his  lietrayol 
and  revenge.  Hu  might,  even  now,  have  satellites 
lurking  iilwut  tlu;  »p»i,  orul  watching  for  his  signal 
to  sun  out  on  tlieir  prey.  TheM:  coiuadentions 
again  suggested  ihemselve:)  to  ihii  old  nuui,  ai  he 
■aid,  looking  after  llie  track  liiat  Kenmore  had 
taken—"  He  speeds  lits  way  well.  The  clamp  of 
his  bonv's  luiofit  already  strike  fainter  on  my  ear. 
Nigitt  and  P'ate,  befriend  liim '."  .\nd  tWti,  re- 
vening  to  the  "  pseudo-preaclier,"  who  had  gained 
tlie  only  reword  he  descrv«-d,  hiifilcd  as  he  had  thus 
been  in  receiving  the  sum  in  spite  of  which  be 
would  have  broken  h»  fiiith  to  Renmore — "  Hat 
ha  I  did  i  iwt  tell  j-ou,"  (muttenxl  the  old  man, 
his  lip  curlod  with  u  bitter  smile,} — "  did  I  not  tell 
you, you  sliouKI  bv  ihwanetl  in  your  dearest  wishes  t 
The  lucre  you  bad  yearned  for,  you  ttavc  been 
mocked  in  gaining ;  and  your  own  oumge  itself 
deprived  ^-ou  of  the  opportunity  of  denouncing  lliA 
boy,"  (so  he  culled  Renmore,)  "  to  this  poor  dear 
thing  Iktc,  rendered  miserable  as  she  was  in  the 
miMhance  that  befel  ber  in  avoiding  you  !    Did  I 
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not  tcl!  you  be  should  be  a  (hom  in  your  side,  mid 
baffle  J'ou  yet  ?  Ay,  and  it  shall  be  long  ere  yoa  will 
vntrap  bim,  if  old  Mike  bos  nny  rorccosiing  in  him 
to  judge  of  the  fiihirv !  At  preient,  1  give  yo\i  joy 
of  your  aedtlettt  of  to-day  t  It  wss  almost  as  lucky 
on  accident,  too,  that  the  ancient  mariner's  eye  was 
upon  you  from  betiind  the  tree — when  you  thought 
to  fly.     Ha,  ha !" 

So  saying,  and  half  talking  to  himself,  half  aiU 
dreaoDg  bitnself  to  Gertrude,  old  Mike  oHKlocied 
her  to  the  ho&tetric  of  the  TraTellcr't;  R«st,  and 
recommending  Iwr  to  seek  llic  rcpusu  she  so  much 
required,  be  took  leave  of  her,  promtung  to  meet 
her  early  on  the  bill  the  next  morning,  where  her 
rural  avocatioDS  would,  as  usual,  call  her. 

Having  seen  her  safe  home,  the  old  man  now 
turned  his  eye  towartb  a  worthy  down  wlio  was 
loitering  about  the  spot.  'I'liis  clown  was  no  other 
than  Jock,  wlio  was  possibly  still  engaged  in  the 
important  puzzle,  as  to  what  be  should  Uim  hi;> 
hand  to,  now  he  was  "  at  Hberty"  to  do  what  he 
pleased  ?  This  varlot  the  old  mariner  forihwitli 
enliucd  into  his  service,  to  lead  Gertrude's  kinc 
■aft:  into  llteir  stalls  for  the  night ;  and  this  being 
done,  im  left  Jock  to  n^c  himself  in  the  tap-room 
of  the  bostdric,  and  strode  off,  (like  a  phantom 
through  the  growing  niglit>slMulows,)  back  to  his 
domicile  or  cell,  in  the  crag  side. 
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"  A  damul  gvulci  or  ibc  way, 
A  liiilc  ikiff  «hc*  loHie  bay. 
Xol  K»li(in«  in  Ix-r  mirror  bhie 
Gi*e*  buk  ilic  iliaggj  bank*  more  tnie 
TtiM  every  irccbom  glinM  coofoa'd 
The  ([ultlni  merMnaMi  of  Iwt  brrMt." 


SCttTT. 


••Obi  Imt,  v>d  Im««  ihit  nertd  iale  r- 

The  eventful  momiagortbeaqimiic gain  (Ijiwnetl, 
and  many  a  heart  beat  in  joyful  anitcipation  of 
the  day's  fi3stivities.  The  scene  of  ihcm  was  one 
of  tliooc  picturesque  litllc  islands  that  slud  the 
crystal  expanse  of  Lake  Kcswieki  (or  Cerwent- 
waier,)  and,  at  a  distant^,  as  you  look  down  from 
the  heights  of  Skiddaw,  appear  like  no  tnnny 
emerald  gems  oei  in  a  sheet  of  silver,  except  when 
the  crimsons  of  the  setting  sun  burnish  tlic  flood» 
and  then  the  emeralds  sparkle  yet  br^hter  in  n 
boixlering  of  gold. 

WntcTs  of  Keswick  !  what  heart,  wimiever  its 


S-tG 


ADVESTURRfi  OP 


sore  may  be,  but  forgets  the  p-ing,  or  reconciles  tt 
to  ibe  dispenNition  of  Providence,  in  commtming 
with  TOur  c'tiiirm,  where  the  Creaior"*  "ilrmtirul 
brow"  KHioolhs  it,  in  smiles  of  love  and  bouateous-  ' 
ness?  Vr'bo,  in  communing  with  the  spirit  of 
peace  tliat  pervades  ye,  wouUl  not  desire  (o  make 
his  abode  by  your  fiiir  banks  for  ever, — screened 
finom  the  strife  of  tb«  world  witlMut,  nmid  your 
mountain  barriers,  whose  proud  sides,  down  to  the 
wave's  brink,  nature's  diedal  hand  Imtb  painted  with 
tlie  mo^ic  work  of  a  thousand  chequered  lichens 
and  "  llymellian"  flower*  ?  It  was  tlte  whisper  of 
a  spirit  like  yours  that  held  the  *'  poet-child"  of 
Nature  to  the  banks  of  his  cherished  Avon,  as  lie 
turned,  at  length,  for  peace  to  tliMn,  from  lil«'» 
frctfid  patlu !  It  was  a  whisper  soft  as  this,  that 
held  Spenver  charm-bound  to  his  wild  and  wan- 
dering Midla  —  and,  Wordsworili,  thee,  to  the 
haunt  of  repose  and  calm  beauty,  iD  the  chosen 
retreats  of  sweet  Grasmere  ! 

The  smile  of  nature,  of  ihoscglad  sunl>cams  tliat 
lit  3fp  the  maze  in  cheerfulness  and  softened  the 
austerity  of  the  mountainM^rags  above,  was  caught  in 
joyous  contagion  by  the  hcanii,  and  reflected  in  ibc 
gladtnmc  fRC«s  of  thoM;  crowds  nsscmbkil  round  ihe 
•cenu  of  festivity.  Motley  group*  of  peasantry,  with 
their  happiist  looks,  and  in  holiday  nittre — brtght- 
eyed  maids  and  ruddyswains — might  bcsi'cn  throng- 
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ing  from  oil  sides  of  Derwenlwater,  from  far  Striuidi 
on  one  side  and  ConUtoo  on  Uieoiher^sonieon  foot, 
tome  in  carts,  to  see  the  boat-race.  Tlicse,  for  tlie 
HHMl  piirti  contented  themselves  wUli  lining  the 
Kawick  side  of  the  Ukc,  as  die  best  site  for  wit- 
neoing  the  >{>c<;taclv,  in  tlut  mighty  natural  unphi- 
llieMre,  of  which  l>crwciiiw«ier  is  the  centre. 
Thow  who  Were  more  iraiiKdiiitely  coticerncd  in 
the  "  celel) ration,"  comprising  the  gentry  wl>o  pro- 
moted the  race,  and  tbooe  who  were  to  be  combat- 
ants in  it,  assembleil  together,  with  the  bright 
array  of  ladies  from  the  neighbourhood,  on  (be 
iiland  ah-eady  mentioned,  and  off  the  shore  of 
which  wna  to  be  the  starting-point  of  the  rooo  or 
regattn. 

'lite  oaks,  at  the  period  which  wc  ha»c  in  ricw, 
spread  ilieir  renerable  foliage  over  Sl  Hubert's 
tsland,  il«  scene  of  festivity.  Though  now  the 
^xit  is  waste  and  bare,  those  trunks  liavtng  fallen, 
(wme  beneath  the  oxc  of  the  wootlniun,  some  from 
decay,)  yet,  it  was,  as  wc  at  tlw  time  of  our  story 
r^ard  it,  one  of  grandeur  niKi  loveliness.  The 
ro*e>tight  of  summer-raj's  darted  through  those  on- 
ccuraJ,  those  monastic  oak-vistas — the  wide  mag- 
nificence of  heaven's  laughing  aiare — the  oration 
of  all-rejoicing  crvation  around — tlic  wood-note  of 
a  thousand  birds  that  carolled  through  the  boughs 
— the  discord  edioes,  grateful  to  the  ear,  of  the 
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mallard's  scrcnm,  m  it  sktmiiitid  over  the  smooth 
tide,  dasliing  it  wiili  its  wii^  and  wheeling  round 
in  mazy  giir»boiiiigs,~-the  deer  seen,  some  bowing 
their  nnllcri,  glassed  in  ifae  pure  flood  wlicrc  tixy 
(looped  to  slake  tlteir  thirst — others  gracerully 
couched  in  the  moes  and  fcrn-bods  strewn  l>eneath. 
that  oak  canopy ^hosu  traor  boughs,  too,  sweeping 
majestically  over  tlic  wave-brink  and  (brming  an 
awning,  now,  for  the  gay  little  fleet  of  tlie  rpgatta: 
— all  lltofc  objects  conspired  to  enhaiMX  the  charm 
of  the  M»>ne,  nnd  the  festive  oocasion  on  which 
it  mu  »ought.  'i'hat  luippy  t«Jet  might,  indeed, 
linve  been  added  to  lite  bliuful  $ixier)iood  of  the 
golden  Henperides.  And  brighter  yet  wrs  that 
island  til  up  in  the  joyous  atmosphere  of  youdi,  of 
friendship,  of  bcaaty,  of  love,  that  sliooe  round  the 
happy  sharers  of  the  celebration  of  which  it  m* 
the  scene. 

Independently  of  die  residetm  in  tlic  ndghhooi^ 
hood,  numerous  strangers,  who  were  visitors  of  the 
lake-districts,  were  present,  aud  WDongM  ihcm  was 
die  party  (or  rvtrtefft,  we  may  call  it  more  properly) 
of  no  less  a  personage  than  the  celebrated  Cieorgiaua* 
DochcSG  of  Devonshire.  Celebrated  was  alie  do  kw ; 
for  her  beauty  than  lier  benevolence,— her  charma  of ' 
disposition  OS  of  person ;  and  at  whose  entrance  into 
die  neighbourhood,  it  might  have  been  whispered 
to  oar  lovely  braoine,  to  look  even  to  her  laurels. 
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'11k  presence  of  this  nmclnbelored  ttrni  popular 
lady  was  greeted  by  loud  cheering  oii  the  piut 
of  the  people  assembled;  and  seldom>  indeed* 
did  she  go  anywhere  without  making  all  wIk> 
stood  in  neetl  of  it  sensible  of  her  bounty.  The 
eorUge  tliut  attended  her  woa  made  up  of  penons 
(tf  diatinction  of  holh  sexes.  \or  mi»t  it  be  for- 
gotten to  iiiKiitioii  timt,  lu  lui  especial  mark  of  her 
brour  and  pauonage,  a  joung  lyric  poet,  of  tlte 
name  of  Lillynore,  who  had  just  "  imped  his  wing" 
with  high  honour  to  himself,  formed  one  of  her  di«- 
linguislii'd  train;  and  ilouhdess  his  wit  and  his 
nitue  contributed  to  render  her  tour  or  "progress" 
(to  use  the  old  hinguage  of  royalty)  still  more 
dcsirahlc. 

Tlie  village  maidens  wl»u  were  eongrcgntcd  on  the 
different  little  i^ands  on  the  lake, — all  of  which  were 
made  tlK  seau  of  pleasure-parties,  no  le»  than  St 
Hubert's  isle, — had  t»ever  witnessed  audi  an  array  of 
liidr  sex's  beauty  and  distinction,  combined  with 
1  grace  of  atlire,  in  all  their  rustic  lives;  and 
when  they  looked  at  their  own  simple,  countrified 
charms, — all  unadorned,  or  at  tlw  best  humbly 
adorned, — ihey  miglit  well  shrink  abashed,  an  they 
witnessed  how  much  enhancement  and  lustre  even 
llio  brightest  charms  derive  from  the  magic  of 
uttirc,  and  the  exercise  of  taste. 

As  a  general  rule,  there  is  littic  doubt  the  magic 
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of  attire  infinitely  aids  personal  charms;  tbcn^h, 
again,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  no  less  true  in 
jtome  peculiar  and   individual   instance)  that  those 
personal  charms  ma;  be  so  transcendent  that  the 
poet's  rule  of  "  wlien  unadorned  adorned  the  moat" 
may  he  admitted  tinqu optioned.      Such  might  be 
Ute  case,  indeeil,  in  the  instance  uf  llie  beautiful 
Duchcssfw  example, and  ceriain)y(and  wemajriAj 
so  without  any  disparagement  to  her  Urace)  in  that 
of  our  yel  more  lovely  heroine.     The  brilliancy 
of  tlte  Duchc^'s  complexion,  and  its  pure  Iranspa- 
rency,  could  scarcely  be  exceeded ;  hut  she  wanted 
the  rich  auhurn  trc«M*  of  Gertrude ;  nor  were  Iwr 
features  all(^ctlicr  so  r^ular :  her  nose  was  a  little 
more  inclined  to  aquiline;  GertriMle's  was  of  the 
fairest  Grecian  outline.     It  would  be  difficult  to 
say  of  which  of  tlte  two  the  eyc«  were  the  brightest, 
or  beamed  with  the  moat  intelligence  and  sweet- 
ness, where  tliose  of  each  dasxled  the  gaze  and  the 
heart  so  much.     Oetirudc  had  a  little  the  advan- 
tage in  height;  nor  did  the  airiness  and  symmetry 
of  tlie  lovely  hei-dmistress  concede  in  charm  to  the 
grace  of  the  aristocratic  beauty'*  timmure,  de^te 
of  all  (hat  the  aid  of  fashion  lent  to  iu  elfect. 

Having  paid,  then,  due  tribute  to  the  charms 
of  this  illutlrious  visitant  of  tlie  day's  celebara- 
tion,  «c  turn  to  tlw  reM  of  the  fiiircr  portioa 
of  the    tJirong,    to    recognise  amongst  its   bright 
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maze  the  soft  pale  cli«ek  and  gcniW  demeanour 
of  I^iira  Lawion. 

Since  the  singular  and  lawless  cirnimstiince  of 
her  fleiiEure  and  alxluctiont  Mr.  Lawion  had  not 
ceased  mentioning  it,  coupled  with  the  acknovr- 
ledgmentfi  which  he  rendered  to  "  the  Colonel," 
who  luid  effected  her  rescue  so  promptlj'.  \\'Ik>  the 
hardy  i>ein|;  was  that  perpetrated  tlie  outrage  liad 
not  been  discovered.  It  may  be  imagined,  tliat 
having  witnessed  the  p«in  with  which  Laura  saw 
our  hero  take  leave  of  Blacktam,  we  may  escpect 
her  at  present  lo  look  round  ilje  throng  with  no 
■mall  anxiety  to  sec  hioi  again. 

We  remember  Mr.  Lawion's  having  mentioned 
Bt  filacktarn  the  floral  exhibition  which  was  to 
take  place  previously  to  itic  aquatic  fcstiriltes. 
Tlie  choicest  specimens  of  Laura's  conscrratory 
were  accordingly  displayed,  to  the  admiration  of 
all  nlto  saw  them.  Kever  was  the  triumph  of  hor* 
ticullurist  more  complete  than  Iters,  when  Mr. 
Lawton  referred  to  his  daughter  all  the  merit  bc- 
nowed  on  their  training;  and  his  triumph  was  not 
lesa  titan  liers  when  Iw  heard  (he  commcndaiions 
showered  on  her. 

The  lovely  IJticlwss  presided  at  lh«  distribution 
of  the  prizes.  ^Vhirrc  all  was  so  Itenuiiful.  difficult 
indeed  was  It  lo  say  wheth«r  the  flowers  of  that 
wide  garden  of  human  life  did  not  outshine  those 
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of  th«  lioniculttiriiti's  care.  Flattered  as  poor 
I^ura  miglit  have  been,  yet  there  was  oaa  from 
whom  she  would  rather  have  received  a  syllahle  of 
Bpprobatioi)  tlinn  from  nil  the  distingiii&hod  iriun 
tliitt  complitncfitcd  her.  It  U  scarcely  necessary  to 
say  tliut  this  one  person  was  our  lirro. 

Rciunore  tuul  not  yet  mado  hU  a|)pcnraiice ;  bul 
when  be  did,  what  was  the  silent  pang  of  mortified 
love  (for  it  must  be  expremed)  which  tins  sustained, 
wlioit,  in  the  midiiL  of  her  triumph — ere  yet  tlie 
murmur  of  approbation  bad  tlicd  away — sfao  wit- 
nessed his  presence,  accomiMnied  ns  site  now  saw 
l)im !  The  person,  whose  pnuM  ^e  would  have 
valued  before  lluit  of  every  one  cbc,  advanced  to 
the  stand  where  iIk-  flowen  were  set  forth,  leading 
the  humble  village  maiden,  G«rtnM]e,  by  the  handt 
while  be  bownl  to  the  Duchess,  as  he  thus  ad- 
dressed her : — 

"  Your  Grace  has  witnessed  some  roo«t  beautiful 
specimens  of  my  friend  Mr.  Lawtoa's  garden : 
and  thai  they  would  have  borne  off  the  prixc  from 
all  others  no  uni'  could  doubt,  w)k>  knew  tliat  the 
fair  hand  of  MisK  Lawton  reared  them ;"  and  here 
be  l»wed  to  Laura  with  his  usual  grace  of  nuu- 
ner;  "butyour  Grace  has  nodoubt  heard,  on  your 
visit  to  tltcse  romantic  regions,  of  an  object  of 
ittrnction  tliat  alt  desire  to  sec  when  tl)cy  approach 
this  neighbourhood ;  permit  tne,  tlien,  to  iiresent 
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lo  you  lite  fkiwer  which  w«  chk-tly  boMst  of  in  (bb 
Edeituf  ilie  ld<es,~thc  'Kowol'  Uuilcniiercl'  and 
if  her  blushes  bum  a  little  more  waroily  ilian  uituiil, 
it  is  becauM;  kIk  has  svlctom  spprarcd  before  »o 
much  splcadour  aod  distinciiuii ;  and,  let  me  add*" 
(he  continued,  bowing*)  "  before  cliartns  (luit  may 
well  make  Iter  irvinUc  fur  tbc  supremacy  of  l>er 
own." 

All  eyes  were  now  turned  oti  Gertrude,  wlioec 
eye  and  countenance,  animated  as  they  were  with 
the  eKcilcmc4it  of  tlie  foiirni,  aihI  the  juy  she  had 
expericnci-d  in  meeting  tnir  Iktu  aj^ii  thai  morn- 
ing, according  to  ber  expectation,  looketi  loors 
transcettdeiitly  lovely  ihuii  ever,  Kren  her  fair 
fellows  of  the  neighbour  hood —tier  village  com- 
peers— who  had  known  her  froni  childhood,  wer« 
Iwld  in  itu;  »me  tr4nce  uf  admiration  in  whi«Ji 
every  on«  now  contcmpluled  her. 

Mr.  Ullynori;  put  up  bin  glnsi,  and  first  eyed 
his  diHliiigutxhed  patroneu,  and  tben  Gertrude,  de- 
chfiag  to  bimielf,  "  llpoo  my  life  1  don't  know 
wtiicii  it  the  lurelie&t  creatore  of  tlie  two.  I  think 
(though  I  would  not  say  so  for  the  world)  that  t 
should  find  no  sudi  imtpiratton  for  an  ode  as  in 
that  lovdy  dcniicn  of  tbe  lakes.  6hc  beats  '  Nora 
Crecna'  even,  to  noUiing — all  to  nothing  T' 

So  saying,  tlic  bard  continued  frosting  hts  eyes 
ou  our  heroine,  while  Mcr  Oraoc  excJuiiDcd)  with 
m3 
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more  than  ber  ueuai  benignity,  nther  than  with 
any  illiberal  inklings  on  th«  score  of  ber  own 
channs  being  outshone — 

"  Is  this,  then,  ihu  cvlubroted  Beauty  of  Buttet^ 
mere  ?  I  lun  mont  ildigliteil  to  have  been  mode 
acquainted  witti  one  I  bad  so  much  desire  lo  see. 
I'm  sure,  Mr.  LiDviiore,"  she  conliniied  snailtug, 
and  turning  to  the  nieto<list,  "  herv  h  a  theme  of 
inspiration  from  which  the  world  might  expect 
aiiotlier  series  of  Melodies." 

"  Divine!  heavenly  I"  exclaimed  the  poet; 
*'  she  surpasses  all  I  have  lieard  of  her  i  and  if,  ttS 
in  the  old  times  of  chiralry,  a  prize  for  beauty  were 
to  be  itisiiluted,  I  am  sure  it  wouM  be  round  the 
neck  of  Gertrude  of  Buttcrmerc  that  we  should 
liMig  the  chain,  and  wreathe  her  brow  with  the 
rose-woven  garland!"  ■•• 

"  Nay;  we  will  not  be  behindhand  with  ifae 
gallantries  of  any  (ige,  however  chivalrous,"  replied 
the  Dnchcas,  ymiling  nx  »lir  took  from  her  r>cck  a 
Kplendid  chain  of  gold,  witli  u  topnt  croK  glitimng 
at  the  end  of  it,  and  bang  it  round  tlw  neck  of 
Gertrude,  while  ^le  accompanied  the  gift  with 
many  kind  words  of  esteem  and  couutenance,  of 
which  she  begged  Gertrude  to  consider  it  as  a 
remembrance. 

Mr.  Lillynoro  could  scarce  refrain  hts  rapture, 
and  declared  to  Ills  next  neighbour  that  be  did  not 
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know  whether  the  charm  of  benignity  that  lit  up 
lib  pAironcss's  braiii)-  did  not  even  render  her 
more  bcatitiftil  thmi  Gcrlnidc  hcrBcIf-  In  truth, 
there  was  n  grace  nnd  witchcrjr  in  the  distingublteti 
pcnwHi  in  question,  that  hud  no  sniitll  effect  in 
enhaneinf^  her  natural  charms,  for  ulie  won  all 
hearts  by  the  graces  o(  ber  condescension  and 
geiierosiiy.  The  chamis  of  her  miod,  the  excel- 
lences  of  her  heart,  rendered  her  yet  lovelier  in 
the  e;cs  of  all  who  saw  her ;  and  if  this  tribute  la 
paid  her  now,  perhaps  tbe  future  events  of  our 
story,  in  which  vc  may  again  meet  her,  will  con- 
firm OS  in  oficriog  such  a  testimony  tobcr  excellence. 

Our  hero,  now,  after  having  once  again  made  a 
salutaiioa  to  hts  Blacktam  friends,  led  Oertrudo 
away,  glowing  amidst  her  bltislics,  with  mingled 
gratification  nnd  confusion  at  Irnving  been  thus 
singled  out  as  the  mark  of  obscrvBtioD  in  so  bril- 
liant and  numeruiu  a  circle. 

"  Dear  Oi-rtnide,"  whimpered  our  hero  in  ber 
car,  ")>ave  I  kept  my  promise  in  meeting  you  if 
Ble»ngs  on  old  Mike  for  having  brought  you  here 
to  join  mel  1  never  saw  you  look  no  beautiful. 
How  my  heart  has  beat  for  tliis  moment  t  To-day 
is  to  be  ftUmicd  the  engagement  we  hod  both  agreed 
upon.  Tlic  (Mat-raco  will  give  its  a  favourable 
opportunity.  1  will  take  advantage  of  a  turtiin);  to 
be  made  round  tbe  furthest  islaii^  which  will  be  tlie 
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counw  of  tlic  mco,  and  row  to  the  creek,  nonh- 
vmn\,  irutciul  of  iHtiiniiii^.  Yon  will  be  taken 
with  mc  ill  t)ic  boni  I  tliall  row ;  imd  we  will  no 
sooner  land  thirn  wc  will  set  off  to  Mr.  Pcnton's, 
and  delay  no  longer  to  dccompiisii  our  anioit." 

Hiese  word*,  uttered,  aa  lh«y  were,  in  much 
less  time  than  i(  has  taken  lu  to  write  itietn  down, 
were  answered  liy  a  pressure  from  llie  hand  of 
Gertrude,  and  a  smite  that  played  on  her  sweet 
roby  lips,  affording  an  answer  to  oor  hero  that 
spoke  to  hia  heart  more  than  any  wordi  conid  have 
done. 

Other,  far  otlicr,  were  the  fceiinji^s  of  Laura. 
The  incrnitin;;  paleness  on  her  d>cek  bespoke  the 
nilent  pang  of  which  she  was  sensible.  She  luid 
lookeil  forward  to  seeing  Kenmore  by  her  sid^ — lo 
his  conrersstion — attention — all  it  would  liaTe 
Saltcn.fl  nt  oiici-  and  rejoiced  bcr  lo  rocrive  from 
him.  Little  did  nhc  dream  of  hn  being  cf^ged 
in  marringcto  another — and  that  other  the  humble, 
tliounli  Wely,  herd-mitire»  [  Little  did  her  heart 
now  SM  ell  with  any  innocent  pride,  on  the  prise  (or 
tile  6ower-exIiit>ition  being  awankul  to  herself;  it 
was  too  much  wrung  to  permit  it  to  be  sensible  of 
any  such  plemumhie  sensations,  tltnugii  all  around 
expressed  their  gratiHcation. 

No  little  imprestion  was  made  on  tlie  Jhiehtmt 
and  tlifl  distinguished  party  in  her  iniin,  by  the 
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happin«as  of  manner  with  which  our  hem  \mi 
oQered  an  improvemeni  oo  the  exliltiitioii,  uii  faji 
"  presentation"  of  tho  "  Ilose  of  Builerinere." 

"  Vastly  prettily  managed — eh,  Mr.  Liliynore?* 
Mid  one  of  tlic  party  to  the  bard. 

"  Dvlij^itlul  I  And  oa  fur  the  girli  she  ia  an 
impersoDation  of  all  lovelinets,  living  or  ideal — a 
very  living  poem  !" 

"  n'hf>  is  tie  ?"  asked  the  Duchesw. 

<'  C(4oncl  Henmorc,"  was  the  reply  of  one  of  tiic 
gentleman  of  tlic  neighbourhood. 

"  Colonel   Itrttmorr  f — that  is  odd  t     Is  he  aoy 
Btion  to  the  Mc-nit>cr  fur  Linlitligow  ?" 
The  Mmv,  I  believe,"  was  the  reply — ■"  Ren- 
I  of  C?a«-renniore." 

'*Thai  i>  odd.     I'here  nnut  be  some  tHiMlake." 

Unt  whatever  might  have  been  the  cause  of  die 
Ditcbess's  surprise,  or  the  ptirport  of  her  remark* 
it  was  cut  §hort  by  the  shout  dwt  now  annout>oed 
diat  the  boabt  were  ready  to  ilari;  and  nil  personK 
forthwith  luljoumed  to  the  brink  of  the  island, 
wb«re  tlte  various  little  skilGt,  distinguished  by 
pennons  of  dilTcrcnt  colours,  were  drawn  upin  line, 
and  the  rowers  bculcil,  uilh  tlivir  ours  poised  over 
the  boat  side,  ready  to  plunge  them  at  once  into 
die  tide,  and  skim  through  iL 

Each  boat  was  distinguiilMxl  by  d  colour  named 
by  difiercnt  Udics  respectively  of  llie  party.     TTie 
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Pocbeas's  cokiur  was  blue — "  Irac  liloe" — Ute  co- 
lour of  Fox'it  voters  at  Wustminstcr,  when  she 
cativowcti  for  him.  Thi*  fikiifwas  rowed  b;  a  geu- 
tlcniun  of  her  rctbue.  Miu  JLawton's  boat  wu 
markctl  hy  a  vtolct  flag ;  but  tlic  interest  of  tha 
raov  Mas  lost  to  her,  no  les»  than  that  of  the  flower 
cxiithitioii,  in  which  shv  liiiJ  won  the  prixc  Th* 
hues  of  those  rose-blosMinis  her  core  hud  fbstcrctl— ' 
cuultl  slic  not  borrow  a  tint  of  tlteir  lu»tre  to  warm 
Uie  faded  light  in  her  own  »ofi  check  ? 

"  You  are  not  well,  child  ?"  said  her  father,  tolcr- 
ubly  aware  of  the  cause  of  her  secret  mortifica- 
lion,  since  be  partook  of  it  in  no  small  decree 
himself.  "  On  whom  b  it  your  eyes  arc  fixed 
amongst  tlie  rowers  of  tlioee  boats  ?— on  Colooel 
Renmore  ?  Oh,  never  mind  looking  at  his  boat ; 
look  at  that  which  bears  your  own  colours." 

"  Yes,"  she  replied ;  "  but  don't  you  soc  tb«re  is 
some  one  in  his  boat  V" 

"  PouliI  he  ii,  I  obwrve,  just  by  way  of  bdng 
good-natured,  letting  that  village  girl,  whom  tbey 
call  tlie  Beauty  of  Outiermerc,  have  a  '  row'  in  his 
boat,  io  order,  poor  thing,  (o  ooinpktu  tier  '  btili- 
d  ay -making."' 

So  said  the  worthy  lord  of  Blacktarn,  who, 
tlwugh  he  tried  to  rally  his  daughter's  spirits  by 
speaking  thus  indifferently,  was  not  sorry  to  pro* 
pose  to  her  to  retire  from  the  front  ranks  of  ilie 
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fettjve  group :  and,  occordingljr,  liaTmg  led  her  to 
the  other  side  ot  the  liliJe  island,  be  was  no  less 
coatent  tiian  herseir  to  withdraw  from  tlic  festivity, 
whose  celebratioi]  had  been  thus  untoward)}'  clouded 
for  thetn  botli ;  and  having  stepped  into  a  boat, 
ihey  rowed  to  shore  without  more  delay,  and  re- 
turned forthwldi  to  Blacktartu 

Mr.  Lawton  felt  both  mortified  nnd  indignant  nt 
having  many  Ibnd  spccttlnltons,  u  regarded  our  hero 
and  his  daughter,  damped  by  witnessing,  on  the 
late  occasion  described,  Iww  little  »l»e  reoeired  of 
his  attentions.  Pcrhn])s  he  might  have  been  too 
iwh  and  suiguine,  in  having  formed  sneh  specula- 
tions. This,  however,  was  the  error  of  his  tem- 
perament and  character ;  and  if,  at  present,  he  is 
seen  to  have  cause  of  discontent,  he  muy  perhaps 
hereafter  have  reason  to  ocknowltHlge  the  trulti  of 
the  old  adage,  (in  opposition  to  Voiuure,)  of '*  all 
being  for  tlie  l>est ;"  and,  with  this  remark,  we  will, 
for  the  present,  take  leave  of  himself  and  Laura, 
and  return  to  the  scene  of  the  "  regatta,"  as  now 
about  to  take  place. 

N'o  spectacle,  in  fact,  !«  more  interesting,  under 
a  glowing  summer  xky  nnd  upon  u  pure  glossy  ex- 
panse of  Uke,  than  a  boat<rnce.  Ye  who  liave 
passed  joyous  hours  on  the  lakes  of  Upper  Italy, 
voyiging  from  myrtlc-bowered  islet  to  Islet, — yc, 
■gain,  who  iiave  marked  the  liappy  peasants  on  the 
m3 
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Swisi  Iftkes,  voyaging  wiih  their  market  prcxlac^ — 
(iccming  melon,  and  gourd,  and  grape,) — trell  will 
jc  remember  the  calm  sweets  of  thoce  scenes,  rural 
m  once  mid  a(]uatic.  Tlic  tranquil  content  of  the 
heart  was  emblem«]  in  that  pure  calm  fkwd  over 
nliich  those  motley  forms  glided,  and  in  which 
many  a  cheerful  brow  glossed  itself,  as  it  lookod  in 
smiles  on  tlie  wave  of  lovclinei«.  Bui  wiUU-r 
cheerful  I  lesx  reclined  ihrougli  a  sceiw  like  this  now 
bHbre  tu.  'I'lte  spirit  of  emuioux  joy,  that  swelled 
in  tlie  bosonis  of  those  compelilora  tor  the  meed  of 
ilexterity,  echoed  a  new  song  of  gbdnesa  through 
ill*  f;iir  watery  l»ound, 

The  presence  of  die  Beauty  of  Buttenuere  in 
our  hero's  boat  has  been  already  specified.  Tbere 
she  sate,  like  the  lovely  Batleli*^  of  Lake  Leman, 
on  ibe  Vevay  coast,  uf  a  later  davi  and  actetl  as 
•' Htccrswoman ;"  for  baviug  been  to  lon^  a  habit- 
ant of  this  rr-i^ioii  of  the  flood  no  less  ituui  moun- 
tain, kIiv  hail  added  to  her  other  rural  uocompliib- 
ments  that  of  much  adroitness  in  the  ntonagonent 
ofBEkifi'. 

Forward  flew  Henmorc's  boat,  to  which  she  thus 
imparted  an  luldiiiuiml  object  of  interest,  aud 
which  (peedily  took  the  lead,  by  some  distanee^  of 
the  whole  train  of  skiffs  tlwt  followed. 

Scarcely  ha<t  the  burst  of  diccring  tuhsiiled, 
smidst  which  the  rowing-match  had  act  oS',  when 
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tliG  nttcntJon  of  the  spectators  was  called  to  a  loud 
and  vchvmvnt  >t»oiiting  from  tlic  border  of  the 
Ikkc  on  wliidi  Keswick  ■tands.  Tlvi  csuse  of  this 
^oat  was  bej'oitd  the  K^utJoii  of  any  on«  present; 
biK  wkatev«r  Jc  might  be,  iu  tone  appeitrod  to  indi- 
cate that  WMiie  circtiniiiUiiicc  of  ditiigcr,  or  alnrnif 
had  taken  pluce,  whieli  it  wm  hop«d  wuuld  soon 
he  explainet)  by  a  person  who  was  now  seen  row- 
ing with  all  his  iniftht  toward*  tlw  islund.  Mean- 
time, as  if  by  magic,  a;*  if  raised  by  the  Rpirit  uf 
llie  lakei,  a  little  bark  appeared  in  iIh:  middle  of  the 
,  carrying  as  its  mitiitcr  n  rcncntble  old  man, 

'■who  impelled  biit  boat  in  the  direction  of  Ren- 
more'K.  which  lind  now  more  and  more  gained  in 
diatencc  upon  tttc  reM  of  tlie  tntin,  nnd  was  very 
newly  iirrirwi  al  the  furtlieai  iHiniid,  where  the 
turning  was  to  be  nude  previtHisly  tu  tlie  boats 
coming  back  again  to  iJieir  original  place  of  starting. 
"  Whiit  boat  is  thai?"  naked  one  of  the  specta- 

fton,  "  and  who  is  the  old  man  in  it?" 

*'  I  know  not,"  replied  his  next  neighbour,  "  un- 
:  it  be  old  Mike.  His  movements  ore  often  un- 
Rccounlabie,  and  whence  he  made  his  appearance 
thus  suddenly  oiv  the  lake  I  can't  imagine.  All  I 
know  is,  tlint  lie  is  ntn  wlicre  he  is  witlwut  some 
good  r«nsoo.  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  his  pro 
snce   there  has   some  connexion  witli  tiie  sob- 
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ject  of  niarm  ihM  has  Just  been  aonounoed  to  us 
in  tlie  sltoui  from  shore." 

Such  WAS  tlie  reply  which  was  made  by  one  of 
the  pnrty,  who.  as  being  a  resident  in  the  neigb- 
botirhood  and  acxguniniol  with  Mike,  was  able> 
Ihua  tar,  to  form  a  conjecture  on  thb  new  topic  of 
Burprise. 

Uis  conjecture  was  not  a  mislaken  one.  The 
form  that  appeared  in  that  hoiit  waa  t)>e  '*  ancient 
niorincr'K."  It  was  from  n  bay  in  the  furilwHt  isJett 
jttst  specified  as  the  goal  of  the  race,  that  his  skiff 
had  glid  forth  ou  the  lake,  unseen  by  the  spectators 
on  the  other  cdand,  just  at  the  time  when  their 
attention  was  called  to  the  shout  dtat  arose  from  the 
Keswick,  or  opposite  border.  How  far  the  conjec- 
ture above  expressed  was  correct — namely,  that  tlte 
ancient  mariner's  sudden  presence  had  some  nnac- 
countable  connexion  with  liiis  cause  of  nlanh— we 
are  unable  us  yet  to  <leti.'rminc.  Suffice  it  at  pre- 
sent to  say,  tliai  wiilt  scarcely  more  titan  titree 
airokes  of  his  oiar,  his  iktff  was  by  the  side  of  Ken- 
more's,  when  he  said,  in  a  wary  tone,  and  leaning 
over  tbc  boat's  side — "  You  hear  that  ^out  from 
■bore?  .  .  .  Kow  for  your  life !" 

Scarcely  were  the  word«  out  of  the  ancient  ms- 
riner's  lips  tliun  Itciiniore's  boat  had  glided  into 
(he  creek  by  the  nortli  sliorc  of  the  lake.     The 
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wmter  }u»t  here  fbmux!  b  narrow  strait  between  ibe 
aitl  Mid  tlie  Ktiorc,  itrul  w  It«Timur«'H  bout  vnw  fxr 
in  advance  of  nil  live  others,  he  had  turned  llie 
comer  of  tlie  ulet  wlikh  was  tlie  goal  of  the  race, 
and  was  hidden  ui  the  creek  before  a  single  one  of 
the  other  boats  of  the  train  had  arrived  iu  the  strait. 
When  the)'  hod  arrived,  their  rowers,  not  seeing 
Renmorc's  boat,  concluded  of  course  that  h«  had 
turned  the  goiU,  or  rounded  the  islet,  and  was 
on  his  way  back  to  the  stoning- place,  out  of  dieir 
&ight.  Be  this  as  it  might,  Renmore,  with  hii 
lovely  freight,  had  dtssppcared  like  a  morning 
mist  from  Uie  face  of  the  waters. 
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CHAPTER  Xlir. 


"  Aidoun  he  go'lb,  and  lell'ttli  the  utuUc  *on«, 
In  what  utay  he  Mwlhii  ilk«  mnii, 
Tha  laailtr-wighi  (o  bllMen  him  bvg», 
Aud  said,  *  Now  hclpe  u*,  SviiiW  Fndctwid*, 
A  man  vrote  liMJ  tth*i  ihal  him  bctkle." 

Citjittcn. 


It  would  be  an  ill  compliment  to  the  reader'* 
giJUniry  (o  stipposc,  notwithstanding  the  gnlaxy 
of  female  attraction  he  has  already  witnessed,  that 
Ik  has  not  missed  the  charm  of  Ntiss  Howbiggen's 
presence  from  iimotigxt  it.  Of  nil  others,  this  lady 
had  looked  furwunt  with  inter»t  to  the  dny's  fi»- 
tivities.  It  inmt  ttierefore  be  o«r  duty,  before  we 
proceed  to  anything  eUe,  to  explain  (he  causes  of 
a  delay  ihitt  has  hitherto  dopriveil  tlie  inland  itt' 
scmblage  of  the  Inscination  and  omatnent  of  one 
so  well  cnlciilnted  to  oficr  both.  And  tt  may. 
poKtibly,  l>c  the  cne,  tliat  in  entering  upon  the 
solution  of  ihb  important  point,  we  may  also  be 
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enlighteticd  with  rcganl  to  the  import  of  the  sud- 
den presence  and  warning  of  old  Alike  u  just 
witnessed. 

A  perion  w  alive  to  alt  t)utt  h  dite  to  nn  olwer- 
vonee  of  the  "ttocial  charities"  as  Mik*  (Iclty 
Howbi^en,  was  of  oourw  on  lite  alert  to  &e(  fortli 
on  the  happy  moniing  of  tb«  regatta.  1'he  car> 
mge  was  alrea<)y  at  the  door,  and  she  was  awaiting 
the  presence  of  her  "amiable"  brotlter,  in  order 
thai  tliey  might  proceed  at  onoe  on  the  expedition. 
At  laM,  tbe  invalid  made  hta  appearance:  bis  brow 
contracted  and  his  back  bowed ;  coughing  and 
grumbling  by  toms. 

"  I  don't  at  all  wid)  (o  go,"  lie  said,  **  not  at 
all, — ugh,  ugh  I" 

*'  My  dear  bro*her,  when  did  you  ctct  wish  to 
be  obliging  ?  Conic,  pray  say, — arc  you  going 
or  arc  yoa  not?— if  you  arc  not  going,  do  (I 
beg  of  you)  let  me  know  thit  at  once,  that  I  may 
prooecd  by  myaelf.  The  carriage  has  been  at  ibe 
door  fer  almost  an  hour  pott,  and  yet  you  seem  to 
atand  irresolute  as  lo  wheilter  you  will  go  or  not. 
Tbb  k  really  Badly  provoking.  Conie,  what  will 
yoa  do  ?" 

Mr.  tlowbiggen,  wlio  lut)  U-cn  Maiiding  on  ilie 

brink  of  dcparuire,  witli  iliv  indecition  of  a  chilly 

I^Milier  who  hoilates  ere  he  plungea  into  the  liquid 

depth,  was  now  '<  peppered"  into  a  different  IikI- 
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ing  from  lliftt  of  his  chill  of  indecision.  He  now 
kindled  into  someiliiiif^  like  vrarmtb,  under  the 
goad  of  provocation,  which  be  considered  his 
worthj^  nster's  urgeucv  lo  be. 

"  Ugh  ! — '  sadly  provoking*  is  it,  my  not  gralifj'- 
iog  your  impatience  in  a  moment  I    Tliank  yoii  for 

the  complim (ogh,  ugh  I — coughing,)  compli- 

mGQt.  I  think  it  is  enough  to  make  n  man  hesitate, — 
such  a  cdd  on  his  chest  and  cough  as  I  have." 

Here  a  vioienl  6t  of  coughing  ensued,  which 
occasioned  a  delay,  not  only  in  Mr.  Ilowhiggcn's 
upbraiding,  but  in  the  departure  for  Keswick,  which 
was  even  j'Ct  more  to  Mim  Ilowbiggcn's  dtsatisfac- 
tion ;  for  Iter  brother's  grumbling  she  considered  fl 
"  matter  of  course,"  and  *l>e  took  it  good-bu- 
mouredly ;  in  fact,  she  would  have  been  surprised  at 
any  otlier  mode  or  character  ofaddresi  ou  his  port- 
But  the  delay,  protracted  more  and  more  as  it  now 
was,  occasioned  her  positive  anguish.  She  was 
ready  to  cry  with  impatience,  and  could  scarcely 
forbear  suunping  her  delicate  foot  on  the  ground, 
as  *lie  exclninted — 

*'  Oh,  dear !  oh,  d«or !  this  is  dreadful, — perfectly 
dreadfiil !" 

However,  she  softened  the  impatience  of  her 
tone  into  an  accent  of  somewhat  more  con- 
cern, on  perceiving  the  violence  of  tl»e  cynic  inva- 
lid's coughing.     His  eyes  appeared  to  be  almo&t 
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starting  from  the  sockets,  in  the  straining  occasioned 
him ;  while  his  cbc«)is  wvrv  bloaicd  and  pulTeU  out 
lo  a  formidable  ten»ion,  Komcthing  like  that  of  the 
rcprcscntalioiu  of  Borctui,  and  ihcir  culour  was 
livid  as  an  ovcr-ripc  6g.  No  wonder  Miss  How- 
tnggcn  was  alarmed  at  Uiis  spectacle. 

"  Good  gracious  I  m;  dear  I'obiiu,"  (sncb  was 
Mr.  Elowbtggcu's  btiptismal  nppellittivc,}  *'  this  is 
more  Mrious  Uiaii  I  iinagiiirti  ><)ur  rough  could 
have  been.  W^ell,  suppose  you  Uuy,  and  I  will  go 
alone  without  further  hesitation  on  tlie  ^^ubjecL" 

"No,  do!"  replied  Tobias,  vriping  his  eyes» 
which  had  been  watering  oupiousi)',  and  still 
coughing,  though  in  a  diniintsbcd  degree — ^"no, 
no;  I  will  accompany  you, — you  wished  that  I 
should  do  so, — you  shall  have  your  own  way ;  hut 
mark  my  words,  the  damp  from  tlte  water  will 
increase  tim  afTcction  of  the  chest, — this  business 
will  be  the  deaili  of  me." 

"  lltcn  wliy  not  »Uy  ?"  interposed  Misa  How- 
biggen,  her  imputiencv  kindling  again. 

"  No,  no  !"  rejoined  Tobias,  pacing  on  with  a 
cool,  upbraiding  air;  "you  shall  liave  your  way, 
(I  tell  you  again,)  of  forcing  me  to  go  with  you." 

**  Nay,  nay  I  there  is  no  *  forcing'  you  at  all.  I 
thought  merely  it  would  amuse  you  lo  go." 

"Mind,"  continued  the  crabbed  invalid,  pre- 
tending to  act  under  constniot,  and  exhibiting 
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himself  as  tbougli  wronged  by  litit  mier,  in  m  iniui- 
ner  that  migtit  renwnably  provuke  Uiitt  liuly's  ini- 
palicncc,— "  mind,  thbaiTair  will  indllibly  be  tbo 
death  of  me.     1  go  to  pleace  you, — well,  well  I*" 

"TIwM,  pray  stoy,"  cried  Miss  Uowbi^«n; 
**  I'm  sure,  whatever  is  most  salisfaciory  to  your- 
■elf  will  please  me  bent." 

Our  cynic,  however,  passed  on  to  tlie  carriage, 
without  taking  any  notice  of  her  request;  only 
gratifying  his  ^plcvn  by  his  usual  grumbling  re- 
ilections.  "  1(  iti  always  so.  Whenever  one  is  ill, 
there  is  Hire  to  he  some  pestiferous  engigement  of 
this  kind, — ugh,  ngh  I  When  a  man  docs  not  wish 
to  go  out,  he  is  sure  to  be  plaguod  to  do  so  ;  nnd 
when  he  tlocs  wish  it,  be  is  sure  to  be  ill  nnd  unable ' 
to  go ;  or  if  he  docs  go,  is  little  Gt  to  do  so.  Pro- 
voking and  contradictory  !"  Thus  saying,  he  loolc 
his  sent  in  the  carriage,  while  Miss  Howbiggei) 
sratcd  herself  by  his  sidv. 

Away,  tlwn,  they  went,  nor  did  our  tnvrdid  open 
his  lips,  or  rmiw  him  from  hb  «our  reverie  fcr 
some  time.     At  last  he  exclaimed — 

"  Well,  lliank  Heaven,  we  lutve  got  down  that 
hill  witliout  being  overturned  1"  which  ejaculation 
ba  was  <)elivered  of  a<  ihc  carriage  had  now  ar- 
rived at  ilie  bottom  of  ihv  Itorrotlaite  steep,  and 
was  proceeding  with  accelerated  pace  along  the 
toutliem  margin  of  Derwentwater,  on  its  way  to 


JAMB  HAlTtELD. 


«M 


Keswick,  wlitch  was  clowe  at  hand,  '•llianlc 
Heaven  !"  Ite  ooniinucd,  **  wc  were  not  upset  and 
rolled  *  bend  over  l\e«W  into  the  lake,  like  one  of 
the  wsl«r  fowl  you  may  ««  making 'MimmcracU* 
over  its  suriace.     It  is  a  wonder  we  were  nut  I" 

**  No  wond«r  at  all,  Mr  Howbifi^en,  begging 
your  pardon,"  replied  his  more  amiable  sitter  ;  **  if 
the  coachman  exCTCtsea  caution,  and  understands 
the  management  of  his  horsey  I  don't  at  all  see 
why  we  should  expect  any  such  misadventure." 

*'  Pooh,  pooli  I  I  tell  yon  that  tlown  such  a  steep 
ns  this  which  we  have  jmt  piMsci),  n  mere  crow 
flying  across  tl»c  way  anil  ktiiriling  tli«  hnncs  might 
have  occasioned  an  overthrow,  and  the  forfeit  of 
onr  t>ccks.  I  have  known  tlte  iiccideiii  )iit|:^o  a 
dozen  time«  wince  our  unlucky  visit  in  this  tiresome 
neigh bour)u>od.  Why,  the  jJiaclow  of  thme  wind- 
mill nil*  thrown  acro&s  the  path,  just  at  the  liottom 
of  iIh:  uscent,  tins  occasioned  many  a  horse  to  run 
away.  I^rd,  what  a  jangle  and  noise  iho««  belU 
of  Keswick  make  1     I  wisli  they  were  muffled." 

'*  A  most  uncharitable  wisli,  I'm  sure."  replied 
Miss  Howbiggen.  who  was  delighted  to  hear  the 
merry  peal  which  cclioed  clnnHirmir^ly  from  tlie 
belfry  of  KcKwtck  church  lower,  niul  wnnded  over 
the  waters  of  llie  lake  l>elow,  announcing  a  day  of 
revel  and  hotiday-making. 

'  Ay,  ay  ;  tliose  bells  may  have  to  chime  forth  a 
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ilifTerent  \ay  before  the  sun  )iiu  set '."  grumbled  out 
the  cynic ;  "  for  it  is  n  litindresJ  cbnitcvs  to  ooc  but 
that  somcbixly  or  nnoiber  wit)  be  drownn)  in  this 
nonsctuv  of  boat-racing  and  wsier-frolic  Foolery 
on  dry  ground  is  miscbievotts  enough,  wiibout 
making  nmtlers  yei  more  insecure.  Ugh!  — ucnpli ! 
-ugh!- 

"  Do  cease  this  dreadful  croakiug  t"  exclaiRKtl 
UetQ-.  now  almost  losing  her  patience  under  tlie 
provocntion  ocouioned  by  tier  brother's  unrelenting 
asceticiun ;  nnd  tJie  wih  just  going  to  launch  fbrt)i 
into  a  limdc  of  philosopliy,  grotinilvd  upon  a  more 
clwerful  fbundatioa  of  reasoning  tluui  Ins  own, 
when  hcT  attenlion,  no  Icm  than  Mr.  Howbiggcn'». 
was  called  to  the  circumstance  ofa  loud  clamour 
and  disputu  which  reached  tlieir  eart,  ns  ibey 
passed  now  thmugh  the  principal  Mreei  of  Keswick, 
on  their  way  l»  the  iMMielrie,  where  their  carrtogQ 
w«s  to  be  Icfl  while  ttiey  proceeded  on  foot  to  tbe 
Uke-border. 

The  clamour  arose  from  a  knot  of  persons  col- 
lected in  front  of  the  "  post-office :"  and  na  Miss 
Howbiggcn,  with  charactcnstic  curiosity,  was  all 
anxiety  to  know  what  the  subject  of  dispnte  "  cook] 
poesibty  be,"  she  pulled  the  check-string  and  de- 
sired tltc  coachman  to  draw  up  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street  for  a  moment,  with  a  view  to^ 
oreHiearing  what  passed,  and  informing  herself  of 
tl)e  desired  iiitclligeuce. 
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"  Pbhaw! — p<kJi  I"  observed  Irer  brother;  "  wlio 
wants  to  kaow  wtiAt  iho  cttusv  of  dispute  is?  \Vbat 
IB  di«  good  or  stopping  here  in  diis  idl«,  absurdp 
obstinntc,  ilnwilUii^,  uKcltw  mftnncr?" 

'rii«  ^plciivtic  ^iiilciiiai)  noiild  in  all  probabiUty 
tining  on  a  ;«t  greater  multiplicity  of  laty  epi- 
tliets,  hod  he  not  been  stopped  nhort  by  h'u  sister 
ttying— 

"llushl  Mr.  Ilowbiggen;  tlie  cuuie  of  ditpaK 
is  more  important  tlisa  yoo  imagine.  I  am  con< 
fidcnt  f  hcurd  the  nante  of  Colonel  Itenniore 
uttered " 

"  I'dmw  I— pooh ! " 

"  I'm  sunt  I  did  I     Pray  listen  a  inomenL" 

"  L'gii  I  I  knew  there  would  be  some  j&njtling^ 
some  dlsturbuncc,  or  aci-idimt — before  diis  diiy  of 
holiday-making  hud  paiocd ;  but  1  little  expected 
to  find  my  wonla  made  true  so  HpecdilyP 

"  Now,  pniy  don't  grumble  any  mure  just  oi 
present,  Mr.  Huh l)i^;gen,  but  listen.  Don't  you 
Itenr  tlut  man,  the  ni»ter  of  tiie  pcAl-offioe,  accuse 
ibe  Utile  gentleman  in  a  l»rown  gi'eat  oout,  with  a 
red  worsted  cravat  fended  round  his  throat,  of 
having  forged  Ok  signature  of  Colonel  Kenmore?" 

"  Wlia;  I"  replied  Mr.  Howbiggen,  now  invo* 
luntarily  being  roused  into  somcdiing  like  a  parti- 
cipation in  his  sister's  inbimt  in  tlie  subject  of  di»- 
putc.     "  What  do  you  say  f 
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*'  Do  you  not  li«ar  what  liie  man  5Ry!i?~beaC' 
enses  that  gcntieinan  of  having  fniiiked  a  letter  in 
the  name  of  Colonel  Renmore, '  for  which  person 
lie  protftnds  topass  himKlfoff!'  Tliese  were  hii 
wonb." 

Mr.  Uowbiggcn  made  no  reply,  hut  leaaotl  his 
person  forward  from  the  carringc  window,  in  order 
to  hear  more  cleiirly  tlte  clinrm*,  in  her  hccoudi  of 
which  he  tlioiiglit  his  sister  migiit  be  mictnlcen,  as 
Ite  was  always  inclinetl  to  be  somewluit  >cepiic;il  as 
to  the  exact  auttiority  of  her  "  hearsays."  In 
truth,  0.1  we  may  rememtter,  iliey  were  a  little 
quc«tM>niil)le. 

llitH,  then,  the  tide  of  dicptite  rolled  on  in  front 
of  the  pottt-ofiice,  aivd  the  following  were  the 
objurgntioiis  mlilreased  by  tlic  posi-nuixtcr  to  the 
boforr-inentioneil  little  gentleman  in  tlK  brown 
great  coal  and  red  wonted  "  cnn-aL" 

**  1  tnyt  you  have  been  franking  a  letter  in  the 
name  of  Renmare,  which  ^hhi  had  no  businen  M 
do  I    And  1  shall  have  you  taken  up." 

"  You  scoundrel !"  replied  the  little  gentleman, 
very  much  excited ;  *'  take  your  hand  off  tny  collar 
thb  instant !  How  dare  you  be  guilty  ofsocfa  an 
outrage,  or  cbar|re  me  with  pnuing  myself  off  as 
another  ?     How  dare  you,  I  say " 

"Ay,  ay, — it  is  all  very  well  lalkiug;  but  you 
■hall  talk  to  the  constable  and  the  ma^istrnte  looi 
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since  you  don't  admire  Intking  to  inc.  Holloa! 
Ma&Ier  Ciroat,  I'm  gUd  to  »ee  you  Imrc — here's  • 
gentleman  1  most  reoomtoend  to  your  company,  in 
onlcr  to  walk  with  him  to  Justice  Briggs." 

"  Why,  what's  the  mnlur?"  asked  a  stalwart, 
tall,  ruddy-fnccd  yeonum,  cased  in  cofdcroy,  as  re- 
garded the  liuhioit  of  his  **  ndhcr  man,"  and  in 
well'Worn  velveiei^n,  as  regarded  his  upptr.  This 
worthy  was  Master  Groa),  the  constable,  who  now 
laid  his  clutch  on  ibo  shoulder  of  the  aoctued 
person, — wboec  wrath  was  kindled  yet  more  and 
more  to  witncts  liimMrlfthus  deprived  of  his  liberty, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  insult  offered  his  dignity, 
if,  indeed,  tl»e  charge  of  being  an  inipobtur  and 
post-office  swindler  were  really  wttliuut  founda- 
tion. 

"I  wy  !  let  go  your  Iwld  of  me !— how  dare 
you  offer  this  outrage  to  a  member  of  pariiament 
in  llie  tfxerdst  of  his  privilege  1  Yoii  sliall  billerly 
repent  tliis  I  Everybody  knows  mc!  Ji^vcrybody 
knows  Colonel  Rcnmof*." 

"  Ay,  to  be  rare,  every  one  doc*  I"  exclaimed 
boili  the  postmostiT  und  Maiitvr  Croat  lh«  tip- 
staff. "  And  every  one  kuows  you  are  not  tl>e 
man,"  tbey  added. 

"  Hf  the  man !"  exchuroed  one  of  the  crowd, 
"  tliat  be  is  not.  Colonel  Renmorc  only  pnMed 
through  Keswick  a  sliort  time  ago,  and  is  duw  willt 
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tbe  company  on  ibe  lake,  where  the  bonl-racing  a 
going  00." 

"  Tiikc  liim  away  to  th«  juuice  I"  cried  another 
of  litv  crowd.  "  We  all  know  be  b  not  Colonel 
Bcnmore  T 

*'  Nay,  ibat  he  certainly  is  not,**  observed  Mias 
Howbij^^  to  her  brother. 

"How  do  you  know  that?"  growled  out  that 
sceptical  gcntlcnmn.  "  Appearances  oRen  go 
against  the  moNi  honmt  and  hononrablc  of  men. 
I'm  not  lit  111!  M>  sure  that  thlt  gcfitleman  they  are 
handling  so  tinceremouiou»ly  i*  any  other  than  the 
person  he  dcscribet  himndfto  be." 

"  WtU,  llK-n,  if  lie  b  the  real  Colont-I  Rcnmore, 
why,  the  one  whom  we  know  must  lie  the  impostor 
— unletts  there  are  tno  members  of  parliament  oF 
the  same  name." 

'*  Pshaw  I  you  might  as  well  talk  of  two  taiU  to 
the  same  liooie.  Itiit  jtut  be  qtiicl,  my  good  Uettyi 
one  moment— I  want  to  hear  what  the  ace 
gentlvmun  says." 

•*  If  I  really  am  an  imponior  take  tne  by  all 
means  to  the  magistrate,"  exclaimed  the  gentle- 
man under  arrest,  "  but  I  warn  you  first  of  all  to 
be  a  little  more  sure  whotlier  you  are  taking  an 
innocent  man  into  custody  or  a  scoundrel." 

"  Oh,  wc  arc  sure  enough  of  tlmt  V  exclaimed 
Master  Groat,  while  the  mob  »ct  up  a  shout  of 
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l*iij;tkler.  Iiy  way  of  chorus  to  the  cliiiAle  that 
ncconipatiicil  the  constable's  words,  as  lie  proce«Ie*l 
to  "  hawl  along"  his  csptivc  lo  Justice  Briggs's 
tlomicile.  on  the  hill. 

"Tliat  is  ihc  bt5<t  nrgHrnciU  (lie  worthy  M.P. 
can  ittter,"  chudclnl  out  the  posi-mitstcr,  triumph- 
ing in  the  nrrwt  of  the  nccuscd  p^^rran.  **'J^l 
am  innocMir,"  he  snys, — thai  is  mjiitnl ! — '  if—' " 

*'  Yft(,  iff  I'eplied  the  arresietl  member ;  '*  you 
bud  better  not  subject  yourselveii  to  pennltte*  ibr  « 
'breach  of  privilege,'  in  arretting  n  ntember  of 
parliament,"  he  continued,  in  a  vmce  burritHl  mid 
bi'okcn  by  ihe  excitement  of  his  angor,  which  the 
mob  iiuttanily  mistook  for  fenr,  and  shouted  out 
that  "  his  look  alone  wotild  condemn  him  !" 

"  Pshaw  r  observed  Mr.  llowbij^en  ;  "  what 
man  is  iltere  who  would  not  exhibit  connernation 
were  he  solcnmly  accused  of  being  a  swindler  or 
murderer,  by  a  set  of  people  unwilling  to  let  him 
explain  liis  innocence  ?  Why,  I  shotild  look 
frigblencd  to  death  !" 

"I  came  here,"  continued  tJie  M.P.,  "with  n 
party  of  friends  and  people  of  dUtinciion  ;  let 
them  Ik;  summoned  at  onc«,  and  tliey  will  infonn 
yoD  who  I  am  P 

"  \Vhcre  arc  thcvi  then  ? — where  arc  they  ?"  ex- 
claimenl  post-maHtcr,  mob,  and  constable,  with  one 
acclaim. 
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•■  They  Oiij:;ht  to  b«  nt  th«  islnnd  on  lli<;  lake — • 
they  are  gone  lo  wimeas  Uie  boat-race.  I  rcn»ain«l 
beliioil  Itcro,  to  write  wmc  letters,  wiih  the  inten- 
tion of  joining  ilietii  iifttr  I  hsd  (lespaic)i««l  itie 
letters.  I  leli  >\>u,  bring  my  friends  here,  tliai 
ihcy  may  inform  you  who  I  an»-— I  cnme  here  with 
ihc  DocliesB  of  DeroRsbire  and  nibcr  frientit,  and 
1  insnl^  ihiK  iiulant,  on  your  tending  for  litem  »nd 
libtimling  ine." 

How  fill-  Master  Groat,  ami  the  ringed  eavalonde 
at  1>U  lieels,  would  have  been  inclined  to  listen  to 
llieir  cnpiive's  representation,  it  is  difficult  (o  pro- 
nounce, luu)  not  an  advociitc  lor  his  cause  sprung 
Up,  in  the  p<-rson  of  «  man  who,  baring  gleaned 
intelligence  of  the  cause  of  the  village  uproar,  had 
forced  himself  Ibrwiird  to  the  cottBtable,  aa  he  ex- 
claimed— 

"  Take  that  gentleman  another  step  furtlier  at 
your  peril — lie  '»  no  otlicr  iliun  the  person  be  iv- 
presents  btmseJf  to  be— 1  liavc  good  reasons  for 
knowing  llial  he  speaks  the  truth,  and,  my  good 
friends,"  he  continued,  turning  round  lo  tl»e  crowd, 
•'when  did  I  ever  deceive  you  yet?" 

"  Xo,  no,  Mcasier  (Jiuindisb,  the  worthy  preacher 
of  Butiermcrc,  (for  ii  was  himself,)  speaks  r^tly 
enough.  I^t  go  tlie  gvnUcman,  and  let  us  hear 
Mfastcr  Qnnndish's  nauoiw  for  thinking  hitn  tniM>- 
cent !" 
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So  spoke  the  mob,  wliile  ilie  brawny  bnnd  of 
ittmt  was  removtil  from  tite  shoulilvr  of  iiix  mp- 
.ti«e«  M  the  atiMitJon  of  erer;  on«  was  now  ili> 
rected  lovrords  Quumlisb. 

To  account  for  litis  iiHlividiial's  sudden  appear- 
nitce  ill  t]>e  scene  before  US(  il  appears  ihai  having, 
after  no  very  long  time,  recovered  from  the  effects 
of  tbe  shock  he  susiaine«l  under  the  chtisuscmefnl 
of  our  hero,  he  slunk  oil*  to  Keswick  at  once,  in 
onler  to  sutnmoa  the  myrmklons  of  justice,  to  aid 
hitn  in  securing  Renmore.  These  persous,  we  re- 
member, be  hiul  pledged  himself  to  remove  and 
ditmiM  from  tlieir  pursuit,  on  ih«  occaijoii  of  bcinfr 
promised  tlie  "  hmb-money"  by  uur  hero,  on  ibeJr 
first  meeting.  lie  )iad,  however,  taken  care  ibey 
should  not  quit  tlte  spot,  and  Itod  only  jni^pended 
tlieir  piiniiiil,  wbidi  be  now,  more  warmly  ilinn 
ever,  urged  ibem  to  renew.  Me  told  ibem  he  had 
lUu^ine  liopes  of  being  able  at  length  to  trepan 
the  object  of  tlidr  common  search,  as,  no  doubt,  he 
would  ite  present,  under  some  disguise  or  otlier, 
at  the  boat-race. 

Lurking,  then,  in  Keswick  with  the!»e  malignant 
cotMideratioos,  Quandisli  was  ttow  delighted  to 
find  a  ready  clue  given  to  the  object  he  pnnlcd  to 
attain.  All  anxiety  was  he  lo  corroburate  tbu 
truth  of  the  arrested  genllcmnn'*  declaration  r>f  liis 
innocence.  All  cngcrncs  was  be  to  proceed  with 
»9 
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Groat  lo  t)io  "  luke-island,"  (to  wliicli  be  bad 
ttir«ady  intondcd  proceeding.)  in  order  to  nrreet 
the  "  rml  frank-r»rgvr,"  the  real  impwiUir,  and  «ii- 
disant  M.P.  Meaniiiiie,  having  been  r^onlcd  by 
ihctiMb  with  reverence,  OR  account  of  liis  churucter 
of  preiidier,  every  nord  lie  uttered  found  weight 
wiih  then),  as  he  proceeded  thus  in  hie  taik  of  ex- 
ntlpniion  of  the  accu^d  person. 

"  Vou  may  take  my  word  for  it,  my  friends,  tliis 
genlleman  is  the  real  Colotiel  ReDinorc." 

"Then  wAtf  is  ilie  man  that  )ias  passed  binuclf 
uS'all  this  while  upon  us  as  the  <  ParliaincDt-man^' 
and  *  Colonel,'  and  I^ord  knon-s  what?"  a»ked, 
simultaneously,  two  or  tbrc<;  voices  in  the  crowd, 
pre-eminent  amongst  which  was  that  of  Muster 
Gi-oai,  tbe  oon!it:ib]e. 

"  The  man  that  hm  to  pasKd  himself  off  is  no 
[leaa  limn  tlie  notorious  forger  and  swindler — Hat- 
field!" 

"  IlatfieUl  ?  What  ?  the  famous  '  Gtmimm 
llatficld?"'  (to  they  pronounced  his  «>u^/-ifH«f  of 
"gcniK-mnn,")  exclaimed  everyone  present,  includ- 
ing not  only  Grout  uiid  tlie  master  of  llie  post-office, 
wtio  vrns  the  accuser,  but  the  uccuM-tl  M.l*.  himself. 

"Unlfivld!"  screamed  out  Miu  ({uwliiggen,  m 
the  !enn«l  forwunl  from  it>e  cBrringe  window. 
"  Who  wouki  possibly  luive  tlwugbt  it?" 

"  Oh,    very    possible,    indeed .'"    replied    Mr. 
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Howbiggcn,  doggedly ;  *<  I  told  you  to  take  care 
what  ncvr  ncquaintanccs  yon  made  I  (houglit  tliis 
pretended  Colonel  and  M.P.  would  turn  out  but 
(Iron  inntend  of  the  '  real  meial,'  afurr  nil.  '  Gen- 
tiamm  Hatfield  1 — lie,  be,  be !  Yoti  seem  sur- 
prtwd,"  he  added  with  a  sneer.  "What  will  be 
take  for  his  property  in  Caithness  ? — he,  he  I'* 

**\Vho  was  possibly  to  tcII?"  rejiliad  Miw 
Howtuggen,  with  an  indignant  totts  of  the  head, 
•ignif}-ing  lier  nnwiliingness  to  ndmil  s)ie  had  been 
made  a  dupe  of — "  Hbt  manners  were  so  perfecdy 
that  of  a  gentleman." 

"  A  gentleman  !  —  he,  he  I  —  I  tliought  some 
such  denourmtHt  to  this  'gentleman- like*  farce  would 
exhibit  itself  sooner  or  later." 

"  You  could  tliink  no  such  thing,  Mr.  How- 
b^^n,"  replied  his  sister,  pcttisbly.  "If  I  was 
deceived,  or  duped  as  you  term  tl,  (ond  which  you 
are  amused  to  think  that  1  was,)  why,  yoii  too  were 
duped  as  well,  and  everybody  else  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood—Mr. Lnwton  and  I>Aura  Lawtoo " 

**He,  tic  I — poor  I^wtonl — poor  little  Lnurn  ! 
*  Gentleman'  llttfieM  !— lie,  he !" 

Thus  did  lliv  ascetic  Howbiggen  amuse  himself 
with  •  topic  which  others  would  have  regarded 
with  feelinga^  more  akin  to  concern  and  surprise 
ooinhine*!. 

During  iliis  colloquy  between  the  oocupnnts  of 
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tlie  Ilowbiggen  carriage,  Qiiandish  was  yiroceedtc^ 
to  forlifv  h!»  declaration  of  the  fact  that  do  other 
than  Haifielil  was  tlie  person  who  had  lieen  pussing 
himself  olT  in  die  neighbourhood  as  Colone)  Ren- 
nwre,  by  challenging  all  present  to  hasten  ai  once 
to  tbc  island  on  the  lake,  and  lay  hands  on  the 
felon,  if  tliere  be  sbould  prove  to  be,  as  he  sus- 
pected. 

A  spark  of  fire  alighting  on  a  heap  of  combtv- 
liblc  matter  would  not  hnvc  sooner  kindled  it  into 
R  bliixc,  ilmi)  (Iw  vhAlIviigc  of  QuamliKli  kindled  tlie 
crowd  into  impatience,  at  otice  to  proceed  and  place 
the  impostor  in  the  siluation  of  arreft  which  had 
butn  inoniciiln^ been s>tinplcmanily occupied  by 
tin;  "re«l  Smoii  Pint,"  tlio  rcnl  M.l\  and  Co- 
lonel, &c. 

1'hiit  much  outraged  gentleman  had  now  reco- 
vered Ills  calmness  and  e<]uanimity,  bcitig  no  longer 
inconvenienced  by  the  pressure  of  Mazier  <>raul's 
clutch  on  liis  shoulder,  or  of  the  rnoh's  footsteps  at 
his  heels.  In  fuct,  knowing  the  celebrity  of  cha- 
rnclor  possessed  by  llie  aiTli-impostor  who  had 
nssimied  hts  name,  he  was  willing  to  «xca9e  the 
mistake  of  the  honest  village  authorities,  in  de- 
nonticiiig  him  as  they  had  done.  He  was  sufiencd, 
moreover,  by  the  apologias  lliat  Grant  and  tlic  posl- 
miutor  now  uttered,  as  profusely  as  they  had  belwe 
GxpresM-d  suwpiciom and  b«ndi«djeKts,at  ibccxpeose 


JAMtS  UATFIEU). 


271 


of  one  wbom  they  considered  fts  making  much 
loa  lame  H  story  to  assure  them  of  hb  innocence. 

In  tjct,  (he  worthy  goitlcman  had  slated  what 
they  subeicquenily  found  to  he  allogetlicr  the  truth 
— namely,  that  he  was  one  of  a  party  of  visitants 
to  the  tceoery  of  the  lakes.  It  appears  (hut 
having  had  some  lettei-s  to  frank,  he  had  ordered 
tlicm  to  be  put  into ihc  post-office, a^  he  pasicti  down 
the  street  on  his  way  to  llie  lake,  when  ()>e  post-office 
master  doclarcd  that  the  Honourable  ^(enlbcr 
had  already  frankod  his  number,  and  tlie  letters 
were  accordingly  rvturued.  Colonel  Renmore 
immvdiately  remonstrated,  and  being  shewn  the 
letters  Grankcd  with  his  name,  (specimens  of  Hat- 
field's *' obUgiogncss,"  as  hvrelofore  witnessed,)  he 
at  once  declared  tliem  a  for^rj-.  His  story,  ii  i« 
ne«l)ess  to  observe,  was  not  credited  at  llie  lime, 
himself  was  placed  in  the  disagreeable  light  of 
"att  impostor ;  and  hence  the  soun-c  of  the  uproar 
that  greeted  our  friends,  \lr.  nnd  Miss  Howbij^en, 
on  their  entry  into  the  pretty  litilo  town  of  Keswick. 

But  all  parties  were  now  hastening,  like  a  cUino> 
rous  brood  of  waterfowl,  to  the  lake-margin;  while 
Quandish,  in  his  over-cagerncni  distancing  the  rest, 
pushed  off  in  the  only  bont  that  rvmnined,  leaving 
honest  Gront,  and  (he  crowd  of  villugv  gwte  at  lits 
heels,  cackling  aloud  tltctr  dismay  at  not  being  able 
to  embark  on  the  pursuit  for  which  all  were  so 
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eager ;  uch-  oouM  all  Uie  oratory  of  the  reat  M.P. 
quiet  Uicir  dnmoiir  or  appease  llieir  (liMntinriiction. 

*'  \Vc  had  ikoped  to  bave  soused  the  swiiHller  In 
tlic  Inkc,"  said  one. 

**  I  would  just  as  lief  souse  Meftsler  Quandisb  for 
pushing  olf  in  this  way  witliout  mc,"  grumbled  out 
tlie  constable ;  "  be  nioigbt  lia'  waited  for  ate,  oqu 
should  ihiuk." 

*'  He  will  be  brought  to  alwre,"  calmly  observed 
the  real  Colonel  Renmorc ;  "  and  then  you  can 
at  onoe  convey  him  to  the  ningistrBtc." 

"Ay;  and  you  may  duck  him  nod  Qunndish 
loo !"  giggtctl  out  Mr,  Howbigj;^"!  ^'ho  had  now 
wtUi  bin  mier  nrrivcd  ut  the  border  of  the  lake, 
swelling  the  group  of  anxious  expectants  for  tlie 
capture  of  tlw  "  renowned  Hatfield." 

"  And  so  wo  will '."  was  exclaimed  on  all  sides. 

And,  cheered  by  this  rvsolvei  llic  villagers  ma- 
naged to  cDiDiole  ibenuelves  for  tltc  trick  they  coa- 
sidvred  Quandish  had  played  tlicm  in  starting  off 
on  tlic  chase,  from  which  they  by  no  means  wikbcd 
to  have  been  so  tlirown  out. 

As  for  QuandbJ),  a  philosoplier  would  be  in* 
ditced  to  remark,  tliat  over  impatience  iu  pursuing 
its  object  too  often  fails  of  success,  as  much  by 
overstepping  it  as  falling  short  of  iu  Miks  How- 
biggcn  was  not  n  little  vexed  to  see  that  lie  bad 
gone  off  in  the  only  boat  there  was  left)  as  just 
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mcntioiirO ;  nil  the  olben  liaving  been  engaged  and 
uJcvn  ofT  previously. 

"  W'liy,  how  vex«Uous  !  how  shall  we  be  nble 
to  arrive  nt  the  Hlund  I — deur,  ttcarl" 

"  <J(i,  niii'ain,"  obHcrrcd  OrxMt  to  her,  "you 
Deed  not  *  fret'  much.  You  are  too  late  ^'roatly 
fur  tl>e  flower  show  and  the  starting  »f  the  regMU. 
Why,  you  ought  to  have  been  here  king  ago^ 
bless  you." 

"  Well  I  if  I  ever  knew  anything  so  vexatious  !— 
this  is  all  through  your  deliiy,  Mr.  Howbiggen,  iu 
not  setting  out  in  proper  time ! — very  rexntions,  I 
must  say !" 

Mr.  Howbiggen,  however,  sympalliiiecl  l>u(  little 
ta  her  vexation.  On  the  contrary,  so  far  from 
apologising  or  expressing  concern  at  liis  own  de- 
lay and  her  disappointment,  he  only  incrmscd  tli« 
provocation  already  given,  by  grinning  sardonically 
at  her  disconiniure.  Nay,  he  rejteatcil  hi«  declarn- 
tkm,  that  tliis  "  water  frolic"  would  be  the  death 
of  him. 

"  Here  am  I,  kept  standing  over  the  damp 
atmosphere  of  this  water,"  he  said,  cougliing ;  "  [ 
think  it  is /who  ought  to  complain  more  (lian 
nny  one  else." 

Thus,  then,  will  we  leave  these  good  people, 
with  tlwir  respective  causes  of  distatisfnction, 
standing  by  the  shore,  witli  the  mob  near  them,  in 
n3 
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expectation  of  the  capture  of  UntlivUI.  Wc  wiU, 
meantime,  place  ourselves  on  ihe  itlund  iili-cady 
specified,  in  order  to  obscrrc,  wit!)  tlie  rtst  of  the 
spcciators  uii  its  ^liorc,  tlic  niovvmcnts  of  the 
greedy  captor,  Qunndbh,  wlw  was  now  rowing 
might  iuid  ninin  to  reach  It,  mudi  to  t)ie  xurprisc 
iind  marvel  of  (lie  persoiM  on  tlie  isknd. 

"  Why,  thii  fellow,"  obcerved  Mr.  Liilynore, 
*'  appears  as  much  to  Iw  rowing  for  a  prixe  as  any 
one  of  the  regatta  combatants." 

"  Indocd  !  so  he  doesl"  was  the  replyt  "  ami 
talking  of  the  oomliatants,  look,  they  are  coming 
back,  and  witlmut  Cokinel  Kenmore.  He  wac  at 
their  hend  in  the  commencement  of  the  race.  I 
expected  to  see  him  return  to  too." 

"  Indeed,  yes ;  I  fencied  he  womW  be  ibe  winner ; 
and  I'm  sure,"  said  the  young  ban),  *'  I  wished 
he  might  t>e,  for  the  sake  of  thAt  lovely  creature 
who  acted  ns  lib  siccrswoman  ;  for  success  in  the 
race  depends  not  a  little  on  the  art  of  the  pe^ 
«on  Ktecring,  n»  well  as  on  that  of  the  rowcn.  As 
she  sate  at  the  he)m,  s)ie  looked  lorely  as  Circe 
floating  round  her  own  etichanted  blond." 

Ttie  surprise  expreswd  here,  at  Colonel  Rea- 
more's  being  missing  from  the  ranks  of  the  race, 
was  fully  participated  in  by  his  fellow  comlialants, 
who  could  not  imagine  wlt»t  had  become  of  him. 
For,  as  we  liare  already  sh«wn,  he  hod  been  w 
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mmh  n  hau\  of  them  in  ihv  ouuct  of  tlie  race, 
tlutt  on  arriving  at  ihe  liltl«  bland  whicti  m'u»  Uic 
*'  goal"  of  the  race,  be  had  lime,  unperceivetl  by 
ihem,  (o  run  his  skifT behind  it>  into  the  buy  of  the 
innin  sJtore  opposite.  Uere,  tlien,  he  hxA  binded, 
and  escaped  n-ith  the  Beauty,  while  they  fancied 
he  bad  turned  th«  comer  of  the  goal;  but  on 
rounding  it,  they  fotmd  he  htid  drs^pprarud. 

However,  they  coiitiniii.'d  ruwinf;  on,  back  to  tlte 
starting  point,  and  were  now  liut  approuclitnj;  to 
the  kland-tihore  whence  tlwy  act  out,  when  old 
Mike'H  iMut  glided  in  l>etween  the  coune  of  the 
ncing  boal&  and  Quondisb's. 

"  Here's  a  fellow  cotne  to  spoil  yotir  sport, 
gentlemen,"  cried  the  old  man  to  the  foremoy 
conibatAnt  in  the  race;  "  wlmt  if  wc  teach  him 
better  manners  ?" 

The  word  "  informer"  at  tlie  «anic  time  escaped 
the  old  marinor't  lip«,  accompanied  by  ii  nignifmnt 
smile  that  implied  misciiief.  I'be  word  iltai  he 
bod  ultcriHl  required  no  further  explanation  of 
any  iicctMnp«nying  circumstances.  The  seed  of 
mischief  was  sown,  and  old  Miltc  now  proceeded 
to  reap  tlie  fruit.  With  two  or  three  Mirokat  of 
his  oar,  be  bad  now  come  between  tlte  sltore  and 
Quandish's  bone 

'•  Hnh  I  Master  Qaandi&b,  is  it  you  ?" 

"  Make  way  !  make  way,  man !"  cried  tlie  im* 
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[MittCDt  R)jni)idoii  of  justice.  "  This  is  not  a  time 
for  trifling.     I  come  to  apprehend  a " 

But  scarcely  had  tlic  luckless  Quandish  opened 
his  lips  than  lliv  viuleni  voiiciiHiioii  of  n  liont  run- 
niog  agalnat  his  own,  knocked  him  ofT  his  seat  into 
the  water. 

Mike,  in  fact,  after  having  "  hailed"  tho  in- 
formei'  (as  ve  have  just  witnessed),  rnpi<lly  kliot 
by  him ;  and  ihen,  with  all  the  dexterity  of  an 
cxpvrt  boatmnn,  wheeled  his  boat  round,  and  with 
a  stroke  of  his  oar  in  whidi  he  centered  all  bis 
strength,  drove  his  skiff  full  upon  die  stem  of 
Qu«ndiiih's  boat,  driving  it  in  such  a  directioo 
thai  it  wouki  be  necessarily  forced  counter  to  the 
course  of  the  boats  of  the  rowers,  which  were  now 
last  approacliing  the  shore  at  tlw  Icmiination  of 
ihc  race. 

This  intcmiption  to  tlie  proper  conclusion  of 
the  race  called  forth  cries  of  disapprobation  from 
the  spectators  on  the  sliore,  at  the  expense  of  the 
luckless  Quandish. 

"  Duck  him  )  Upwt  Ua  boat  I  What  does  he 
n>ean  by  oumiiig  in  the  way  and  »|>oiling  die  race ! 
Duck  him  *— <]rown  him  T 

It  h  atnioiit  needless  to  observe,  that  these 
IViendly  siiggt^tions  from  shore  were  very  readily 
responded  to  on  tlie  part  of  iho  bai&ed  rowere, 
nwre  especially  as   Mike  had   communicated   to 
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tliein,  M  we  linve  nlrciuly  witnessed,  tbc  character 
lint]  rucJiiu>n  uf  ttie  tiitrinltr. 

GreU>  lti«n,  was  i!ie  scene  of  confusion  which 
now  look  place  in  llie  shallow  water  of  thv  sliclving 
shore  of  (be  Uland.  With  a  shout  of  clclijjht, 
the  foremost  rower  in  the  race  had  witnessed 
Mike's  boat  "  hump"  (to  use  an  expression  of 
aquatic  racing)  the  boat  of  tlie  informer ;  and 
not  a  moment  intervened  heibre  be,  together 
with  his  brother  rowers,  all  "  humped"  the  poor 
infomicr's  boat  in  succession,  as  l\tey  arrived  nt 
the  shore.  The  luckless  nibji'ct  of  this  rt>u<;h  dis- 
cipline having  at  lengili,  with  tio  siiull  difficulty, 
scrnmblcd  tu  t)»e  land,  wiu  assatted  on  all  xiiUn,  by 
the  spectators  there,  for  ilius  spoiling  the  termina- 
tion of  tlie  race,  and  by  the  rowers  aUo,  for  being 
not  only  an  intruder  on  their  course,  but  one  of 
so  sordid  and  vile  a  clmractcr. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  luckless  man  raised  his 
voice,  declaring  the  importance  of  the  errand  on 
which  he  had  come;— no  one  uf  his  present 
•udietioe  wouUl  listen  to  him,  or  give  him  cre- 
dence. 

The  lieautiful  Dudtess,  lioweTcr,  in  spite  of  tlte 
amusement  which  the  ducking,  cUving,  sousing, 
and  clamour  had  occasioned,  declared  siill,  "  tliat 
it  was  very  siiigiiUr  that  ((w  '  pinir  man'  (iis  she 
was  etiariuiblu  cnougli  lo  style  (jtmudiiilt}  sliould 
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persist  so  vcliemcnily  in  his  M*t«RKnt;"  vrbicli 
was,  tlmt  Uic  person  Mho  wta  present  s  short  time 
put,  bearing  the  name  of  Colonel  Uenmorv,  had 
flsauniml  a  designation  to  which  he  liad  do  right. 

*'  At  any  rate,"  she  added,  *'  what  the  mait  »y» 
i*  true,  so  fur — namely,  that  Colonel  Rcnmore,  lo 
wltoni  that  name  really  belongSi  is  on  shore  at  Kes- 
wick.    I  know  this,  for  ho  was  one  of  our  party."  ( 

'*  Vastly  singular  1"  said  Lillynorc,  humming  s 
French  atr,  "  Oft,  ipif  c'rst  mif  drote  affaire." 

TIm:  words  of  the  fair  Duchi»s  madu  soino  little 
impression,  ttiough  unaided  as  yet  by  any  more 
corroborative  proof;  but  if  tliis  were  watiiingi  it 
was  now  spi-edily  supplied ;  and  the  "  mawting" 
which  the  unhappy  Qunndish  lisd  undergone  was 
destined  lo  cwisc  wlwn  a  party  of  persons,  having 
at  length  procured  boeu,  now  landed  on  th«  island 
from  the  Kciwick  strand. 

These  penKHis  were  the  real  Colonel  ilenntore, 
lite  posl*majiicr,  and  the  constable;  and  tliis  rS- 
imiim  of  pArtiea  took  up  little  liuve  in  ntaking  tlie 
conclusion  plain ; — namely,  iliat  Qoaodiah's  story 
was  true,  and  that  tl>c  Duchess's  doubts  were  too 
well  iounded.  Herself  and  every  one  else  were 
intent  on  ihe  account  given  of  his  singular  arrest 
at  the  po«t-office,  by  the  rml  Colonel  Rrnmore. 
The  tale,  too,  was  illustrated  at  once,  and  further 
corroborated,  by  the  interesting  **  by^pby"  of  Miss 
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How(>iji;gen,  wlio,  now,  togcihcr  willi  herbrotlicr,  Imd 
abo  joined  tiicii*  forixs  to  thosu  on  tlic  imIiuhI. 

The  result  of  the  whole  vxplanolion  of  these  tin* 
gular  events  was,  instnnily  to  set  fortli,  on  the  part 
of  Quandbli  nntl  the  cotmnble,  in  {Minuit  of  t)ic 
"pecutlo"  Colonel  Rennwre.  Accordingly,  these 
two  worthies  pliicetl  themselves  in  a  bout  to  com- 
meniTe  tlieir  voyage  of  discovery. 

"  Which  wHy  had  we  better  steer?"  inquired 
tlie  coiiHiiihle. 

"  Aalc  old  Mike — be  i^  the  man,"  observed  a 
Ktnnder  by. 

Qiuuidish  Bullenly  observed,  "  You  may  ask  him 
if  you  will ;  but,"  (he  would  have  added,)  "  I  know 
be  would  rather  <Mwr  the  retreat  of  the  fugiiire 
than  rf(*covcr  it."  However,  he  did  not  give  ex- 
pression to  his  though tst  considering  ttuit  the 
ancient  mariner  might  pocsiUy  betray  to  othen, 
under  tl»e  indtieement  of  u  bribe,  perhaps,  what 
he  would  not  diicorer  to  himself. 

The  base  spirit  of  the  "  informer"  miscalcu- 
lated the  disposilian  of  good  old  Mike,  and  formed 
an  opinion  loo  much  suited  to  his  own  tnsie:  but 
not,  therefore,  (as  ho  supposed,}  conformable  to 
the  more  generous  npirit  of  Mike. 

T1>e  constable,  liowever,  being  iaudabty  willing 
to  save  himwif  as  much  irouUe  in  his  invest^aiion 
as  he  could,  exerted   his  Itragt  at  loodly  as  the 


280 


ADVENTURES  OF 


bcsf  of  thoie  whose  chorus  of  bawling  now  dc- 
tmuided,  *'  Wliere  is  old  Mike?" 

Kc1m>}  as  the  poet  lias  it.  might  iiideoO  Answer 
"  where?"  for  Mike  wax  nut  prcwnt  to  ansncr  for 
himself.  In  vain  tltey  called,  anil  cliunuured,  and 
looked  tor  him. 

ruritvely  as  he  had  Hrst  of  at)  glided  into  view 
i)IK>n  ihe  surface  of  the  lake,  so  hod  he  now  as 
stiddeuly  and  furtively  disappeared  from  it ;  and 
the  stalwart  constahle,  with  his  vindictive  comrade, 
Quandish,  were  accordingly  left  to  pursue  their 
voyage  of  discovery  ta  tltcir  sagacity  might  best 
guidi- 1  hem. 

Honest  Groat,  the  village  constable,  wok,  in  the 
estimation  of  QuandUh,  but  a  poor  substitute  for 
the  more  experienced  niyrmidoi»  of  the  metro- 
politan police,  which  were  lurking  at  Keswick, 
ready  to  start  on  llic  track  of  the  fugitive.  It  was 
QuBiidisli'ji  intention,  then,  if  li«  dkl  not  ^leetUly 
glean  «ume  tidings  of  ilie  courw  Kcnntare  (for  wo 
the  circum!itiiiice«  of  otir  story  will  oblige  us  lo  call 
him  a  little  while  longer)  had  uikcn,  t4>  return  lo 
Keswick  nnd  avail  luniself  of  iheaid  of  tiicse  better 
satellites  of  justice.  In  iIm;  present  emergency. 
iHiwerer,  he  was  resolve<l  to  make  the  best  of  the 
services  of  Master  Groat. 

Such,  then,  were  the  singular  events  of  the  day's 
festivity.     They  aflbrdcd  ample  theme  for  tlisctis- 
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sion  and  speculation  to  the  wl>oIe  neigbbourliood 
of  Ktswick — Buttcrtnere  in  particular — for  inonlEis 
on  months  after.  Every  other  topic  of  *<gossipfy" 
in  Miss  Howbiggcn's  circle  was  absorbed  in  this 
sole  and  ciigroswng  one  —  '♦How  ♦Gentleman 
Hat6eld'  had  run  off  with  tlw  Beauty." 

As  for  the  DuchvsB  and  her  eortige,  they  pur- 
sued tlieir  route  the  next  morning,  wiib  tlie  ex- 
ception of  tlic  •'  real "  Colonel  itennwrc,  who 
remained  behind  at  Keswick,  in  order  to  be  on 
the  spot  to  give  hi«  evidence  in  the  "  frank- 
forging"  aiTair,  wiih  a  view  to  ilw  commiltal  for 
trial  of  Uatfietd,  in  cose  the  pursuers  of  tliitt 
*'  difficult  prey"  sliould  be  successful  in  apprehend- 
ing him.  Su,  until  wc  meet  licr  lovely  and  bene- 
volent Grucc  ogain,  in  tl>c  future  events  of  our 
storjr,  we  bid  her — iarewcIL 
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"  One  monjent  these  were  heard ; — another 
Fast ;  and  the  two  nho  itood  beneath  that  ligbl. 
Each  only  heard,  or  saw,  or  fell  the  oihcr," 
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vith  such  seeming  earnestness,  ns  he  ran  his  boai 
by  tltc  side  of  yours  antl  lamed  over  to  tpetik  to 
you  ?"  askcA  Gertrude 

'*  Nothtn;;,  love ;  except  tlint  lie  recomtnen<Ied 
me  lu  Miaich  die  opportunity  of  (|uitting  my  rivab 
ill  the  race  nt  a  s{K>t  so  favour^le  as  tliat  where 
we  iiu>iled. " 

"  Good  <ild  man  ! — l»e  could  not  have  Iieen  more 
willing  to  furilter  our  escape  if  Quaodbli  himself 
had  been  hnunliiig  our  way." 

"  Which,"  (^jservcd  Uenmore  to  himself, "  was 
nnfbrlunately  ihc  case !"  and  then  raising  iiis 
voice,  continued,  "  You  say  truly,  dor  Gerlmdc  ; 
we  owe  much  indeed  to  old  Mike,  if  it  were  only 
for  the  interest  he  has  so  constantly  shewn  in 
our  cause,  against  the  jeatou^  and  insidious  hypo- 
crisy of  our  common  enemy.  But  yet  morc^  l*e 
bM---'  "  and  here  Kcnmorc  paused,  m  hia  mice 
hesitiited. 

"  Has  what,  dear  William  1-"'  (his  rod  Chiiatian 
name  was  Junie*,)  inquired  Gt-rtnKlf,  eagerly,  as 
she  pressed  the  arai  of  Iter  lover  on  which  she 
kaned  to  her  own. 

*'  Why,  if  you  mast  know,  Gertrude,  the  pur- 
port of  Mike's  communication  to  me  in  the  boat 
was  precisely  of  the  nature  you  suggested  in  your 
last  remark." 

*■  Was,  tlicn,  Quandbh  on  our  track — ^trying  to 
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prevent  our  escape?  Were  wc  felons,  lie  could 
not  tmce  t»  more  ea^iiy  in  ihe  endeavour  to 
capture  usT' 

"  Ftloiwr'  tliou^t  her  companion,  with  a  feel- 
ing that  bespoke  lie  wss  too  comcious  of  th«  justice 
of  tlic  remark  ns  applied  in  his  ovn  instance;  but 
he  continiietl,  giving  it  a  (IKTurcnt  complexion— 
'*  Felons  indeed,  you  nuiy  sny  I  and  Utile  better 
does  he  regard  ut  ns  being,  dncc  he  coiuidcrs  chut 
geu  hare  stolen  iiwiiy  hi*  peace  I  sitil  tliiit  /,  »  yet 
happier  '  felon,'  have  stolen  away  you .'"  and  he 
pressed  her  hand  as  he  spoke,  and  xniited ;  while  he 

itinued,  willi  characteristic  nrtfulneM,  ami  in  n 
tonvofguiety  tlint  completely  dtvcrtul  her  mind 
from  any  inkling  of  suspicion  as  regarded  dcMgnon 
bis  part — "It  would  be  a  pilyi  really,  not  to  carry 
through  tliU  giknie  of  mocking  the  hypncritc- 
preodier,  since  we  hare  It^i^n  it  so  well !  W'lint 
do  you  suppose  he  is  on  our  track  for  ?  or  was— 
lor  I  hope  lie  has  found  himself  badled  in  his  pur- 
sulL     Why, " 

"To  try  and  lake  loe  back  to  Ruttermere?" 
interposed  Gertrude,  innocently. 

"  To  be  sure !"  continued  her  lover,  plaosibly. 
"  Of  course,  hb  olijecl  wouU  be  to  take  you  away 
(if  he  cotild)  from  me,  on  tlte  authority  of  your 
motlier*s  name  and  direction,  and  place  you  at 
ButtcrniiTc  again.     Now,  it  has  occurred  to  me, 
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that  OS  piissibljr  lie  may  (rack  us  to  Lorton,  and 
inquire  (or  you  »ihI  mc  loo  nt  Mr.  Fcnlon's,  it  will 
Ix  ta  wdl  to  let  ili«  <](>in«»tici  remain  in  ignorance 
of  my  name  — '  Kenmoro  f  and  as  to  ufTcring 
another  in  its  place — wby,  if  any  one  atki  for  in« — 
or  inquires  if  any  gentleman  has  been  at  lite  lioiae— 
they  may  give  in  answer,  the  luine  of '  Smith, 
Jones,  Stubhs,  Jenkins,  Green,  Brown,  White, 
\S'iliian»,'  or  any  of  llw  rxtetiNVc  catalogue  of 
thow  cointnoiier  niinii»,  they  please !"  and  he 
lauglivd  as  lie  s(x>ke. 

*'  Indeed,  yw ;  it  is  o  good  precaution  !"  replied 
the  unsuspecling  Ikauty,  >ntiltng. 

"  As  for  Mr.  Fcnton,  he  will,  of  course,  not  be 
willing  to  give  any  information  nbotit  our  being, 
or  liaving  been,  under  bis  roof)  to  this  Qtiandish, 
wbotic  Qpplieation  he  cannot  but  CMisider  as  so 
much  impcrlinvnci;.  It  is  in  him  we  place  co«6« 
dcncc;  and  well  Acquainted  a*  lie  is  wiib  the  reuKUis, 
as  rcganh  yourself,  of  our  seeking  refuge  imder 
bis  protection,  of  all  perMont  be  would  repel  lliis 
Quaudisb,  wliose  malignant  character  h«  cannot 
liiit  feel  un  nbltiirrence  fur.  I  trust,  tKiwever,  we 
iliall  tuive  been  united  beyond  the  power  of  Quan> 
dtsli  or  any  one  else  to  separate  us  before  diis  raiip- 
creaiit  can  come  up  with  us.  or  find  us  at  Mr. 
Fenton's.  So  much  as  wc  have  lite  »tart  of  bim, 
I  have  little  doubt  wc  shall   be  on  our  way  (roai 
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LoruKt  to  seek  n  happy  refuge  in  the  north  of 
Scotland,  or  abroad  sonicwh4.T«,  crc  nny  pursuit 
cim  reach  us-  Tlicrofore,  ax  to  Mr.  Fvnton,  no 
disguUo  of  my  nnmc  k  ni-craHiry — or  if,  indeed,  I 
did  adopt  ouc,  lie  would  reudiiy  cx>natdcr  tne  as 
justified  in  doing  »o." 

"I'm  sure  he  would;  for  much  did  it  conoem 
him  to  hear  from  mc  ilic  continued  vexalion  I  httvt 
endured  from  thU  maii— 'thu  (juandi^— Mid  the 
stratiigcow  I  vn»  obliged  lo  cxcrciac,  in  velf-dufcnce, 
to e%'Bcl«  coming  in  contact  uitii  him.  But  wheti  f 
«ce  him,  he  shall  yet  more  be  mude  acquainted  nitli 
the  outraj:^  of  yestenlay,  which  renders  my  prevent 
step  not  only  justiiiiible,  but  tiecesuu-y  fur  my  safely."  ' 

So  spoke  the  Henuiy,  in  rejjly  lo  her  lover's , 
plausible  representations.  Little  did  she  dreain 
when  he  suggested  to  her,  witli  so  much  dexterity— 
m  much  well-guardetl  and  tlissembletl  reserve — 
ihiit  QuaiKlish  might  &lill  pos&ibly  be  in  pursuit  of 
litem,  how  raueh  more  might  have  been  impaital 
concerning  tlie  cause  of  such  pursuit — how  tniicli 
more,  too,  might  have  been  added  as  to  tlie  nature  of 
Mike's  communication.  For  the  old  mnii  had,  si 
the  time  he  told  him  to  '*  fly  for  Im  life,"  whispered 
to  him,  in  n  few  brief  mid  h;uty  woi-dxj  the  cireuni- 
slances  that  bad  jutit  been  oocurnnjT  nt  tbe  post- 
office,  some  little  time  previously  to  Quaodidi^ 
setting  out  on  tlie  punuiu 
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It  has  been  atresiljr  thevra  bow  fiiitbfulljr  old 
Mike  bad  performed  his  proiitbe  of  taking  care  of 
his  beautiful  charge,  ami  yielding  her  to  out-  hero 
in  the  moniing  as  appointed.  It  should  seem  (lint, 
subsequently  to  this,  bo  bod  crossefl  o*er  to  ibe 
K«fin'ick,  or  eastern  shore,  and  having  lieen  made 
acquainted  with  the  circumstatHX ot  tlic  post-office, 
OS  jiKt  mentioned,  instnntly  launched  his  skitT,  nttd 
darted,  n«  we  have  wen,  to  the  side  of  Kctitnorv's 
boai,  conveying  him  the  fearful  intelligcnoeof  the 
pei-il  in  which  li«  tlood. 

Littl«,  indeed,  could  Gertrude  have  imagined  on 
what  a  preeipii-e  of  danger  bcr  lover  had  been 
'*  sporting"  (liiemlly)  nt  the  moment  of  the  old 
man's  communication.  She  had  now  been  mn<)eBc* 
quaintedbyhim,  in  htHti*tial  jilausibleanddexteroas 
manner,  tlmt  the  object  of  her  <}isgust  and  dread 
was  possibly  still  seeking  tbeni  out, — but  for  Imw 
different  q  reason  to  the  real  oncl  Had  even 
(juandisl)  come  up  with  ibem,  and  uttered  the 
whole  accusation  of  which  be  was  conscious,  against 
her  lover,  yet  so  malign  liad  she  experienced  bis 
character  :ind  disposition,  that  site  would  have 
willingly  considered  bis  crimuiatioiis  as  so  many 
outbursts  of  a  rancorous  and  revengeful  spirit.  On 
the  other  band,  when  she  turned  fixnu  tlic  niuligo 
nant  man  and  baffled  mritor,  what  would  she  not 
believe  in   favour  of  bim    in    wliusv    beliulf  love 
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picmlcd  (so  deservedly,  as  she  Felt)  to  her  licnrt  * 
All  tliut  Imte  could  hare  urged  against  him  would 
scnrceiy  prevail. 

Often  did  Uadield,  or  Renmore,  look  back  on 
bis  track,  to  see  if  he  could  descry  any  persons  od 
linrseback  or  foot,  apparcnlly  in  pursuit ;  but  no 
cause  of  alarm  presented  itself;  and  in  fact)  it  b 
not  difficult  lo  suppow,  that  wttboat  any  certain 
^uidc  as  to  tlie  direction  taken  by  the  fugitive,  the 
pursuers  were  nt  fnull,  or  on  m  wrong  «;cnt. 

Cheered  by  llii*  consideration,  oar  hero  urged 
on  towanls  I^rton,  his  lieart  beating  anxiously 
for  the  succexKful  iMtie  of  b»  flight  thilhcr;  while 
Gertrude's  beat  in  uniwn  witli  his  own,  as  far  as 
regarded  tlw  object  of  iheir  union,  llKiugh  utterly 
uncoiMfciou*  of  the  fiinher  motive  whicJi  animated 
her  lover's  feelings.  He  ha<l  expressed  to  her,  as  we 
liave  lately  seen,  the  expediency  of  thrir  instantly, 
after  theiruniou,  hastening  from  iltc  neighbourhood, 
to  Scotland  or  France,  or  some  oiher  d'biant  place 
of  alwde,  for  tlie  obvious  reason,  as  far  as  he  sug- 
gested, of  her  not  encountering  her  parent's  displea- 
sure; while  the  securing  his  own  life  was  the  fearful 
warning  his  conscience  tacitly  whispered  to  himself. 

Onward,  then,  they  fled.  The  mouniain- 
maidei)'.t  kn<>wle<Igv  of  (he  wild  regions  through 
which  they  hurried  as  last  as  tlic  diGBculty  of 
the  way  would  permit,  was  of  infinite  service  in 
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cx[>c«liting  Uie  progress  of  herself  and  our  hero; 
lor  the  village  of  Lorcon,  which,  by  lh«  direct  rood 
from  Keswick,  was  a  distance  nt  least  of  eight  or 
ten  mites,  wtu  reduced  to  lew  than  half  that  extent 
by  the  by-p»(hi,  tlie  ile%-iou](  loiic*,  dirough  copses, 
and  the  diasnis  of  roclu,  by  which  the  lovers  went. 
It  was  consr(|uciiily  not  much  more  than  one  hour 
and  a  Imlf  frt>in  the  perioti  of  tlieir  iitfiiing  from  die 
boat  on  the  hank  of  Derwentwmer,  ih»t  ihey  no* 
dtscemetl  the  grey  spire  of  Lonoii  church,  peeping 
forth  above  die  sombre  etm«  and  8colch  firs  nidi 
whicli  the  village  was  surroundetl ;  while  conspi- 
cuous in  a  place  by  itself,  rose  die  venerable  yew- 
tiw,"  "  pride  of  Lorton  vale,"  as  the  poet  justly 
terms  it. 

"  A  happy  omen,"  erictl  Reomorc,  ns  he  pointed 
wit  the  spire  to  Gertrude, —  "a  happy  omen 
again,  dear  GerlriHle.  It  is  tlw  same  object  tliat 
shewed  itself  on  our  dm  meeting  on  Mdbrcak; 
and   it  t*  the  Arsi  olyect  tliat  now  greets  us  on 


■  Tiie  Lorion  j«w-ire«,  eeWnMed  by  Wcadmailfa,  and  ilnl 
nUo  ill  r4Uenlal«  chureh-yard,  are  cmklcftd  tbc  laij^i  b 
dimcniuona  in  EngUtid,  except  pttfaapt  Ote  AokatwyL*  yow 
oVir  Snioe*.  Thit  lasi  h  nid  U>  have  bote  in  exitWiKa  la  (lie 
lime  of  King  John.  Norbury  Park,  doi(  Loathertited,  conubi 
a  numbd  of  enMmOM  yew-ii««i,  calM  liy  Viiatb,  iha  ■■  Qroi« 
oruw  Fuik*.*'  BulUMBonodaileyewt.calkdby  Wunlswonb 
"  ilie  Vnuf^  Four,"  ar«  ill*  nMil  rtoiuk^ibk  for  ibeir  eRcct. 
aided  to  lauoh  as  it  It  by  ibm  pccaliu  aiInnts|G>  of  siiauloa. 
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apjiroocliing  this  spot  of  our  looketl-A>r  iitiioo. 
Tbflt  sacred  spire  seems  as  it  were  a  finger  rnised 
by  Heaven  (or  fate,  as  oar  friend  Mike  wotild  tay) 
to  beckon  i»  lo  the  spot  wtiere  our  vows  are  to  be 
solcinnixeil,  our  truth  consccrat«],  and  the  struggle 
V.C  hare  iiinde  to  secure  this  happiness  at  length 
rewardeil." 

Gerlrude  smiled  und  pressed  Kenniore's  band, 
as  he  continued  bastilv, — "  And  now  tlie  first  thing 
to  be  done  is  lor  you  to  proceed  lo  j'our  friend  and 
guardian,  Mr.  Fcnton,  and  apprise  him  of  the 
object  of  your  visit." 

"  Without  you,  must  I  go?" 

"  I  will  follow  you  immediately.  Why  ilini  look 
ofdisuusi,  dear  Gertrude?  Can  you  <k)ubt  tluit 
I  shall  not  keep  my  word?  You  might  as  well 
doubt  my  aifection  for  you.  But  consider,  you  nre 
well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Fciilon,  and  have  already 
opened  your  liearl  to  him  on  this  subject.  I  Iwve 
never  yet  seen — tltat  is — I  am  unacquainted  wiili 
him,"  he  continued,  in  u  voice  lh.tt  betokened  the 
emotion  he  had  already  evinced  on  former  ooca- 
siotis  on  this  subject;  "  il  is  belter,  t)>eii,  for  you 
lo  present  yourself  to  him  in  the  Rrst  insmnce. 
Vou  are  as  a  child  of  his  own, — but  I — I '* 

And  here  he  was  overcome  for  a  moment  by  tb« 
struggle  that  secretly  agitated  him,  but  which  was 
too  sincere  to  awaken  any  feelings  of  a  mistrtislful 
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oatiire  in  Gertrude'^  mirul,  ns  she  locked  at  him 
with  mingled  concern  and  affcciion,  while  she  re- 
pli<Hl,  flit  »lie  tltought  site  detected  a  (ear  swelling  in 
his  eye — 

'■  And  are  you.  indeed,  so  anacqiiainted  with 
Mr.  Fenton,  and  yot  speak  of  him  with  eo  much 
aflectioD  on  all  oocasioiiii  when  liu  nante  is  men- 
tioned?" 

*'  Yes,  lore,  yes  ! — but  go,  wc  have  no  time  lo 
lose.  Be  fts&urcd,  I  will  not  dctay  long  I>efore  I 
coiDc  to  a&lc  you  at  his  hnnds ;  for  he,  dearest,  sJiall 
give  you  nvrny  to  mc.  Hmstcn,  lovp ;  believe  me,  I 
shall  be  too  impalical  to  come  and  claim  you — 
doubly  dear  to  mc,  when  I  take  you  under  the  sanc- 
tion and  from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Fviilon.  But  yon 
arc  tlie  person  to  prepare  liim  in  the  fifHt  inMnnoc; 
for  my  presenting  mjtelf  to  him,  tttnitigvr  tts  I 
Btl^    So,  liastcn,  love  !  hntten  to  his  rnidcnoc!" 

He  embraced  Iveras  bespoke;  and  then  turning 
down  n  pathway  tlint  led  round  the  viDngv,  he 
looked  bock  and  saw  bcr  proceeding  in  tlie  direction 
of  tJic  pnrsonnge-hoiise. 

B«;ing  left  lo  hiniNtrIf,  many  thnuglils  crowded  on 
his  mind,  the  foremost  amongst  which  wu  the  im- 
minent  risk  he  had  run  of  apprehension  while  shar- 
ing  tlie  festivities  of  Derwcniwater. 

"  What  I"  he  exclaimed,  "  and  so  my  niuumed 
niimc  has  at  length  found  a  cluiiiiBat  to  dispute  it 
0-2 
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with  m«.  WeW,  I  trust  before  tlie  report  can 
iranfiptrc  to  this  oui-«f-tl»c-way  spot,  Gertmde  will 
I»e  miiic^  mid  Ixtth  of  ug  for  away  from  the  reach  of 
danger !  The  pla^e  of  this  man — lliis  Renmone, 
whostf  name  I  hnd  assumed, — coming  from  abi'oad, 
at  lie  mu&t  have  done,  nt  ihb  moment — and  to  ilm 
spot  of  all  others  in  ihc  world  !  lie  yna  nn  invalid 
in  the  south  of  Italy  not  long  i^^  and  no  one 
knew  nnytlitn;;  of  him  here.  Unfortunate  fellow 
tluit  I  am  *  to  think  he  sliou]d  have  thus  unexpcct- 
edljr  returned  !  Had  I  imagined  such  an  erent,  1 
woald  have  adopletl  some  other  nam  de  guerrt.  It 
can'l  he  Iwlpcd.  I  have  the  start  of  my  cneroiet. 
By  to-morrow,  ere  tlie  sun  has  mountc<l  far  on  bit 
course,  I  trust  Gertrude  nnd  myieif  will  be  one 
No  one  knows  our  track.  It  is  ttow  growing  late— 
yet,  I  will  tntst  ihnt  before  pursuit  can  find  us  oat 
or  rnch  ns,  Mr.  Fenton  will  ttarc  tinitctl  us,  aod 
seen  iis  depart.  And  llten  will  we  liastcn  from  (be 
H)>oi — she  sectn-c  in  my  love,  I  may  with  truth  say — 
and  I  secure  in  her  love,  and — her  forinnel  For, 
little  titough  it  is,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  ui  to  livu 
on — to  keep  nie  fivm  the  necessity  of  any  dan- 
g«rous  expedients;  aiid  in  a  Ibrcign  land  1  may 
yet  hope  (ns  I  have  lold  her)  to  pass  inimy  happy 
yeani  wid)  her.  And  now  for  Mr.  Fcnton's 
house."  As  be  ipoke  hts  heart  beat  violently. 
Nay,  there  was,  na  we  liav«  witaoffed,  (in  the 
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oimel  e?eii  of  these  pages,) — tKer«  was  some  secret 
clue  to  iJie  affections  of  our  hero  posseased  by 
Fenloii,  which  (from  whatever  cause  it  might  be) 
bad  ngitateil  him  no  less  strongly  than  his  regard 
for  Gertrude  herself. 

From  tlie  first  moment  he  had  taken  refuge  in 
the  district  in  which  we  have  found  him,  he  biul 
oonsiwidy  tn&iniAincd  a  conflict  with  himself,  as 
regaixlnl  his  wish,  and  yet  hesilalion,  to  see  tliis 
wortliy  clergyman.  But  the  trial  was  at  length  to  be 
nuulc;  and  even  die  thought  of  Gertrude  for 
awhile  gave  way  to  iliutof  his  first  meeting  with 
Fentoii — Iter  adopted  fudier,  m  he  may  be  indeed 
considered. 

Accordingly,  ho  procoodod  to  tlw  pareotuge- 
house.  It  was  situate  near  ihe  clnirdi)  and  built 
of  a  eort  of  red  Kandstone,  which  will  be  called  to 
mind  by  the  render  wlio  bus  witnesaed  tiiv  material 
of  which  Carlisle  and  Ilurhmn  citthc<trals  are  con- 
structed, lit  style  of  arcbi lecture  wus  die  somewhat 
heavy  one  of  the  firtEt  and  M-oond  Georges, — namely, 
squnrr,  and  full  of  windows,  exhibiting  a  mclan- 
clwly  and  ungainly  eiintrast  to  the  interesting  cha- 
meter  of  tliv  Elixubetban  «tyle  Uinl  hud  heretofore 
prevailed.  During  the  lurbid  reign  of  die  Hrst 
ChoHes,  demolition  bad  been  the  order  of  itie  day, 
as  far  as  r^ards  ecclesiastical  edifices;  and  llic 
reparation    of   these,    according   to  the    original 
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models,  marlcMl  ihe  periml  of  the  [lestoration,  mure 
than  coiixtructiona  of  ttny  new  character.  Wlien 
novvlty  eriMied,  it  was  dUiii^ireoieni. 

However,  if  the  style  of  the  Lortoo  pai-soDBge- 
house  was  not  precbely  that  on  wliich  it  was  most 
interesting  to  look,  yrt  its  ungainliiicM  wiu  vcUcd 
or  (liiguiiial  by  the  thick  and  ricli  nmnllv of  verdure 
with  which  the  creepers  of  varied  hue  and  beauty 
invetied  its  walU.  'Uteir  arms  rambled  oti  all  sklrx, 
m  it  were,  to  meet  each  otiier,  and  tl>en  finiabed 
tlieir  race,  hand  in  hand,  a^  tbey  stretched  together ' 
over  the  roof-top.  Ttte  very  chimneys  were  twined 
with  their  ivy  wreath,  as  a  Mcenad'e  spcnr ;  and  itie 
luxuriance  of  lite  Itopon  one  iide  was  mingled  uitlt 
many  a  lint  of  green,  darker  and  lighter,  on  the 
otiier,  of  jaamine  and  clematis,  starred  as  their 
foliage  was  with  the  lilossoins  that  spangled  them. 

It  wftson  ilie  outside  of  ilte  wicket  wliich  opened 
on  the  walk  leading  lo  the  porch  of  tlie  hou»e,  thai 
our  )>ero  stood.  His  heart, — not  otdy  on  account 
of  his  betroiheil,  but  actuated  by  some  deep  and 
secret  fvolingt  as  regarded  Fenton, — urging  him  to 
enter ;  while  his  step  tiesitated,  as  though  held  back 
by  the  painful  airuggle  of  indecision,  grief,  and 
uncertainly,  of  which  he  woh  conscious. 

His  hand  was  on  the  hilch — he  raised  it — he  let 
it  fall  again — and  wandered  along  by  the  aide  of 
the  ample  waU  o(  verdure  formed  by  the  thkk 
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prire(  hedge  which  flanked  the  premUc*.  At 
length  he  pained,  and  stamping  tiut  foot  na  thouj^ 
h«  had  overcome  the  struggle  that  had  Iteen 
battling  within  liim,  h<:  (.■xc1«im«d — 

"  I  miut,  I  will  it««  him !  Heaven  atone  knows 
tiow  ihc  circuRUtatioea  in  which  I  am  placed  will 
tcrniinate :  and  (•efore  I — I  should  wish  to — I  mtitt 
»ee  him  !" 

So  saying,  he  retrac«l  his  step*  to  the  wicket, 
and  raising  the  laid),  he  opened  it,  and  advanced 
under  an  arciied  irpllis  work,  roofed  with  ilie  ten- 
drils of  ttiv  scnrlct-ninncr,  xwect-pca,  and  china- 
rose,  till  his  foot  vms  now  on  the  step  of  the 
ei]lrancc  door.  He  rang,  when  who  should  meet 
his  eyeCf  as  (he  door  wm  opcnnd,  but  Gcrtrnde. 
Her  prcMOoe  wu»  u  relief  to  him  under  the  present 
tumult  of  hb  mind. 

1.  i«J^fy  dear  Gertrude  r*  he  exclaimed,  as  she  aii- 
nwered  eagerly,  her  eyes  sparkling  with  sali«faciinn 
Rt  seeing  him — "  1  have  mentioned  all  lo  Mr. 
'Fenton.  lie  guessed,  from  my  previous  mention 
of  the  engagement  between  us,  the  nature  of  .my 
present  visit,  before  the  words  had  e«nped  me. 
I  ilicn  left  him,  and  have  been  watching  for  your 
approach." 

"  And  have  I  been  long?"  be  asked  with  a 
■mile;  and  slie  was  just  about  to  reply,  when  her 
words  were  internipted  by  tlie  entry  from  his  study 
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otiUegood  Fenton  himwtf.  He  advanced  with  a 
benign  and  paiemal  air,  holdin;;  out  his  hand  to 
the  plighted  husband  of  Gertrude,  as  though  be 
were  meeting  a  son;  for,  as  may  be  rcadil;  sup- 
posed, he  had  been  in  no  small  degree  prepossessed 
by  her  in  Renmore's  favour,  Kor  less  did  our  hero 
on  his  part  greet  Fenton  as  a  father;  and  the  air  of 
respect  and  reverence  with  which  he  acknowicdged 
the  good  curate's  greeting  was  tempered  with  a  yet 
kindlier  rxprc£$ion,  more  nkiii  to  flflTeclton. 

tiertrude,  on  the  sudtlen  apprnrancc  of  Fen- 
ton) hud  retired,  while  the  tnltcr  proceeded  to 
address  himwlf  to  Kenmon,  **  I  have  been 
tnlkiiig  to  my  fair  pupil  and  fi-tend  (for  she  )tas 
informed  you  of  our  long  neqnaintnnce)  of  the 
relation  in  wfatcit  she  stands  with  yourself.  Sir; 
and  as  1  feel  a  real  interest  in  Iter  happiness,  r^ 
garding  her  os  I  do,  nlnimt  as  my  own  chiUI,  \-ou 
may  suppose  1  intul  also  feel  no  trifling  liegree  of 
interest  in  tlie  iwrson  who  is  about  to  take  her  (o 
his  bosom  for  life,  under  llie  sacretl  auspices  of  ilie 
church." 

itenmore  tiowed,  and  was  alwut  to  otter  some 
remark,  when  Mr.  Fenion  proceeded — 

"  YoH  would  therefore  oblige  me  by  lettii^  me 
have  a  moment's  conrersation  with  yon,  tivfore  we 
fix  the  time  at  which  the  ceremony  shall  take 
phice." 
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So  saying,  be  leil  Reiuoore  u)to  iho  little  study 
from  wl)ich  lie  Itad  come,  and  hsvin^f  motioned 
him  to  take  a  clinir,  he  look  a  seat  himsdf, 
opposite  his  guest.  As  he  sate  silent  a  few  mo- 
ments, Willi  his  eyes  bent  downwards,  Itcniiwre 
hod  an  opponunity  of  contemplating  that  vener- 
able countenance,  and  that  fine  scope  of  forelicwl, 
that  would  bare  made  n  study  for  a  Domenieliino. 
The  couolcnance  bore  marks  of  much,  and  pcrhapc 
painful  thought ;  but  a  look  of  benevolence  over- 
spread it — benevolence  for  otbers,  which  never 
permitted  itself  to  be  overcome  by  n  sclfiKh  frctful- 
ncss  about  individual  cattses  of  complaint. 

The  thin  grey  locks  floated  over  tlic  fordicad,  and 
a  tear  forced  itsdf  into  tlie  eye  of  Kciimo«>,  a*  he 
sale  gazing  on  tlic  countennnpc-  of  llie  venerable 
person  before  him,  either  from  a)«ociaiioii»  it  in- 
spired, or  poisibly,  reoollectioiu — it  mif^it  be  so, — 
yes,  rocoUccttons  which  he  was  anxious  lo  express— 
communications  he  was  desirous  to  unfold,  tbovgh 
he  dreaded  entering  on  the  disclosure. 

His  eye  glanced  from  the  good  man's  brow  to  the 
portrait  of  a  female  whose  eye  seemed  bent  on  liim, 
and  to  follow  him  on  whicliever  vide  be  looked  at 
it.  He  had  met  it  on  entering  the  room.  It  fol- 
lowed htm  as  he  had  crossed  from  ihe  door  to  the 
wat  he  now  occupied,  and  it  rested  on  him  now. 
The  countetiniice  was  one  of  the  mildest  exprw 
oii 
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sioD,  Indicative  of  a  disposition  worthy  of  ibe 
person  wlio  wwt  ttic  pnrtiicr  in  life  of  so  nccellent 
a  man  as  l-V-nton.  In  n  word,  it  was  tbc  portrait 
of  )its  Inte  wife  Sbv  bnd  tlivd  many  years  ago, 
ui(l  it  W7IS  nil),  left  her  huxband  childl^ns. 

Renmore  thought  that  the  mild  look  of  ihm 
ponraii  bore  in  it  a  mingled  expresaioii  of  aorroK 
Mtd  gentle  reproach.  It  vma  thm  liin  fancy  or 
feeling  interpreted;  but  Iww  far  hia  reAecttunt 
might  liavc  led  him,  or  from  what  secret  M)urce> 
they  borrowctl  their  peculiar  complexion  on  ihc 
present  occasion,  it  is  not  yet  in  our  power  to  ex- 
plain :  whatcTcr  ihcy  might  be,  they  were  now 
broken  olFby  Fenton's  addressing  hint  u  follows: 

"  Tliis  young  female,"  said  the  venerable  nun, 
looking  in  turn  intently  at  our  hero,  "  has  placed 
the  most  implicit  reliance  on  you,  and  tells  me  slie 
believes  that  no  difference  of  station  could  ever 
make  you  forgetful  of  the  claim  aJie  will  soon  ttav« 
on  your  tenderness  and  protection,  or  render  you 
indilfurciit  to  her  after  the  first  poesession  of  ber. 
Vou  know  wliat  the  world  is,  Colond  Ketimore; 
you  know  liow  little  men  of  yourruiik  in  life  value 
the  leelings  of  others  when  tlieir  own  caprice*  or 
interest  operate  on  tliem." 

"  Indeed  thb  is  too  often  die  case,  my  dear  Sir, 
interposed  Renmore,  "  but  I  trust  not  uoivemlly 
•0." 
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"  I  ftm  willing  to  agree  witli  you,  nnd  am  fiir 
from  coniiidcntig  that  so  painrul  a  cliarge  b  nni- 
versally  applkiiblc ;  but  Itow  many  iiisunc«s  have 
I  luiown  of  men  of  rank  marrying,  under  n  sming 
impulse  of  piU!(toiif  tvmalcs  much  bcni-atli  th«ir 
own  grade  til  society,  and  subsequently  n>penting 
ofthdr  weakiicM  and  precipiMncy." 

"  True,  in<leed !" 

"  And  what  has  been  the  coR»e(]uenc«  i  that 
ti>ey  itavo  indeiuniiied  ttienuelvei  in  the  mott  un- 
juni  aiitl  cruel  way, — I  mean,  by  shewing  i;very 
uiil(iudn«8s  and  harshness  to  tlie  unluipjiy  object 
«f  their  former  interest,  nho  has  now  became 
loatloonie  in  ibetr  eyesi  as  being  a  dc^  on  their 
happtneas  or  ambition,  which  tliey  now  in  vain 
•trive  to  shake  off.  Excuse  me,  liicn,  tor  in<]uiring 
of  yon,  if  you  tiave  in  charily  and  homiur  well 
considered  the  step  you  are  about  to  take." 

"  I  have  duly  considered,"  replied  llraimore: 
"  and  feel  mor«  and  more  satisfied  with  thu  con- 
clusion to  which  I  have  come,  the  more  1  consdcr 
of  tt>  I  feel,  iliat  so  (ar  from  being  likely  to  ex- 
hibit  any  of  the  caprice  you  so  conNcientiously 
Mggest,  I  shall  be  bound  more  and  more  to  the 
object  of  an  a/Teaion  that  increases  in  her  pre- 
^fence,"  (and  here,  indeed,  he  spoke  with  sincerity.) 

Besides,"  he  continued,  <■  Gertrude,  indcpen- 
tdently  of  her  pcrsoiuil  atlractiotts,  has  superior 
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qualifications,  coropBied  vrilb  tltow  in  her  walk  in 
life,  in  conM^pcucc  of  (lie  Iraining  licr  mind  has 
received,  as  she  has  iiifoniKtl  me,  from  one  so  well 
cnlculated  to  inspire  it  with  all  that  is  good  and 
generous — yourself.  '* 

The  good  curate  howcd  his  hriul  in  Acknow- 
ledgment of  Rcnmorc's  klntilj'  testimony  of  hb 
early  good  will  and  cnrc  of  Gertrude,  while  be 
replied,  thiit  nature  had  largely  endowed  l>cr,  inile- 
pundciilty  uf  any  moml  training  she  might  liave 
received  from  him. 

*•  And  now,"  continued  Kcnmore,  "  let  »«  pro- 
ceed lo  iIm!  liappicr  theme — the  liour  of  the  cere- 
mony. Il  stuill  be  (o-morrow  at  eight  o'clock : 
thut  will  be  a  period  bc^fore  any  itUu,  Tncunt  people, 
wliu  have  nothing  to  do  but  bii!>y  ihemselvet  in  the 
concerns  of  otliers,  lire  »lmNid;  and  it  will  be 
more  iigrecsble,  both  to  my  own  feelii^  nnil 
tltose  of  Gertrude,  llial  tlie  ceremony  »liall  tak« 
place  iu  privately  ns  possible." 

"At  eight  o'clock,  then,  to-morrow,  Cokmel,  I 
ehall  be  waiting  to  perform  the  service  nt  the  altar 
of  God,  who  1  hope  may  bleu  your  marriage. 
And  now  let  me  unfold  to  you  a  secret  relating  to 
your  bride,  with  which  e»cn  Gertrude  hcrtelT  is 
not  yet  made  acquainted,  and  which  1  feci  it  due 
to  yuu  to  impart.  It  is  the  more  due,  I  may  add, 
&inoc  il  presents  ilscif  as  a  rcwnrd  to  a  person  of 
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yoiir  (IttitingiiUlicxI  stntion  in  life,  fur  putting  aside 
111!  discreparK.'}'  of  rnnk,  nntl  loving  an  excellent 
fufnale  for  iierwlf  and  h«r  virtues." 

"  Wlint  is  it  you  cnn  have  to  inform  mc  that  I 
do  not  know  of  Gertrude  ?     I  «m  nil  utcatkin." 

"  'Iliut  stie  is  th«  daughter  of  tlic  Inle  Lord 

O 1"  (which  cnnflrmswhat  h«  been  heretofore 

hinted  by  Dr.  Esdnile  to  our  hero,  in  nn  earlier 
sta^ofourstof}'.)  "Her  mother,  dame  Wethcrhy 
lu  she  is  commonly  called,  tuul  been  in  his  lord- 
ship's household  for  many  years,  and  when  be 
married,  site  retired  and  was  placvd  in  potsessioa 
of  Ovi  pi-city  hoslelrie  and  fiirm  atinched  to  it  at 
Butterniere,  wtwre  she  was  further  married  to  an 
old  faithful  domestic  of  Ix)rd  G — — ■  Gertrude 
was  so  interesting  a  child  that  his  lordship,  in  one 
of  his  visits  lo  her  mother,  determined  on  having 
her  cdueated.  and  was  pleased  to  fix  on  myself  for 
the  pcrK>rnianoc  of  (hat  duty.  I  look  a  rcnl  plea- 
sure in  forming  the  initid  and  strcngthciiing  the 
reason  of  my  lovely  little  pupil,  and  was  happy  lo 
sec  tlint  she  had  sensihititiea  and  a  disposition  well 
worthy  of  the  attention  and  care  1  bestowed  on 
her.  Site  would  ibilow  the  man  on  whom  she 
liestowed  her  affeetions,"  continuetl  I-enlim,  with 
increased  animntion,  "  through  all  hazards  ami 
perib  of  life  and  the  world,— ay,  even  to  death 
itself— were  such  his  lot  I" 

"  To  deatli  l**  mentally  ejaculated  Rcnmore. 
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">Sheu,in  triilb,oranf.-xn1t(x]  spirit,  no  less  thgii 
of  a  pure  and  innoci'iit  mmd.  But  to  continue 
the  story  of  her  pnrentnge  and  editcntion.     It  was 

Lord  G '»  wish  to  itee  her  wfll  rstsbhshed  in 

nuirriiige  before  be  died,  but  this  wish  was  frus- 
trHted  by  his  decease  wtne  years  ago.  Since  that 
period*  Gertrude  has  )>een  to  me  alntOHt  as  n  child 
of  my  own.  It  was  the  desire  of  his  lordship  that 
the  secret  of  her  hinh  should  not  be  refeftled  until 
Uie  event  of  her  marriage,  when  it  wns  to  be  Im- 
parted to  her  hiial>an<i;  nn<l  1  was  earnesdy  re- 
queued to  exerciae  my  autliority  in  directing  her 
lo  listen  to  no  proponis  lint  were  not  calcniated 
to  KCcuru  her  tmppinvss.  Tlie  property  l>er  roolber 
holds,  you  arc  nircndy  nwnro,  no  doubt,  will  be 
Gertrude's  at  her  drath.  'Flic  old  man  who  passed 
as  ber  fatltcr  had  nlwnys  nnpectcd  the  circum- 
stance of  Gerlrnde's  real  pnlemity,  iboagfa  he  had 
been  led  to  believe,  at  tlie  time  of  hts  marrJi^e 
witli  tier  mother,  tliat  she  was  Mrs.  Wi-thcrby's 
child  by  a  former  marriage.  This  old  man  ahe 
always  tended  till  his  death,  not  long  ngo,  with  a 
care  and  aflfection  truly  filial,  and  which  made  up 
to  him  lor  the  slights  and  neglect  which  her  mo- 
ther often  shewed  him,  in  consequence  ofa  oenain 
dtfgtKt  conceived  towards  her  fowly  partner,  after 
lutving  been  fluttered  by  the  more  distinguished 

attentions  of  I.on]  U ." 

'■  Yes  I"  interposed  Keotnore,  "  I  have  beard 
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tometliing  of  this  good  woman's  bearing  tuwmrds 
l>er  late  husband;  and,  I  may  add,  that  if  slic  luul 
bestowed  a  little  more  kindnns  towards  her  lovely 
daughter,  it  would  not  liavc  been  ambs." 

"  You  do  not,  then,"  continued  Fcnton,  **  wed  a 
person  of  ignoble  blood,  t>r  ungenerous  stock,  in  Ger- 
trude, and  I  am  Mire  that  now  you  have  hcani  the 
claims  she  has  on  my  cure  and  guardiambip,  you 
will  cxctue  Ui«  exprewkon  of  llmt  nnxicly  whirli  it 
is  natural  for  me — nay,  inciimlKnt  on  t»v — to  feci 
ami  evince  in  her  behalf.  What  I  hnv«  imparttx] 
u>  you  relative  to  her  parentage  you  ou)  disdoae 
to  her  whenever  you  pleaw,  or  I  c»n  do  so  in  the 
course  of  tliv  prcseut  evening.  So  come  I  kt  us 
now  join  her." 

So  saying,  Fenton  row  from  hia  Mat,  bat  ob- 
serving  tliat  hb  companion  appeared  to  InvcMKne- 
tliing  to  impart,  he  inquired  of  bim  if  such  were 
tlie  cose. 

"No — nothing — "  replied  Renmore,  hesilat- 
ingly,  and  wiili  an  emotion  that  shewed  there  vrai 
something  Ubouriug  in  his  bosom,  of  which  he 
would  have  withed  to  diKbunU-n  it.  We  may 
readily  imagine  thai  it  was  connectetl  with  (hat 
secret  of  his  uneasiness,  as  r^arded  tlie  subject  of 
Fenton  and  himself,  by  which  we  have  at  diflfercnt 
times  witnessed  htm  so  deeply  agitated,  througltout 
(be  course  of  our  story.     But  whaicrer  tliis  secret 
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may  have  been,  l»wever  desroiu  t>e  was  lo  twcnl 
it,  certain  it  is  that,  wtietber  from  coniiideratioD* 
diat  it  might  convey  too  great  a  sliock  at  this  iik^ 
Ricnt  to  Fenlon — or  that  a  fitting  opjMHtunity  was 
not  yet  arrived  for  revealing  it — the  secret  re- 
mained locked  in  bis  bosom,  and  after  stammering 
out  one  or  two  incoherent  wonis,  be  left  tlie  ihui- 
gerous  ground  on  which  be  had  essayed  to  scl  Toot, 
as  lie  Epoke  thus — 

"  No,  no,  really  nothing  1  1  had  nothing  in 
particular — some  other  time — in  fact,  1  had  for- 
gotton." 

"Surely  you  must  have  something  to  impn-t? 
Was  it  anything  relative  to  Gertrude  ?" 

Renmore  readily  snatched  at  this  ihousht,  to  re- 
lieve birosetr  of  the  embarraisnient  which  i>i«  ibu-k 
iubjcct,  whatever  it  was  on,  vbich  his  tJiotighu 
wandered,  had  occasioned  him, — as  he  hastily  re* 
plied,  OS  if  calling  to  mind  sutldenly  something  be 
had  forgotten — 

"  Relative  to  Gertrude — oh  I  by-the-bye — yes 
—it  i»  mertly  to  say  that  after  my  union  with  her, 
1  shall  remove  bcr  altogether  from  tliis  neighbour- 
hood, since  she  is  so  little  likely  to  meet  vrilh  any 
countenance  from  her  parent.  In  fact,'  I  need 
scarcely  remark,  that  you  arc  fully  aware  fi'om  how 
much  perplexi^  her  alliutioc  and  rcmovnl  ivitii  me 
will  save  her." 
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Fenton  assented  to  this  represcntntioni  which 
was  olferetl  witli  all  our  hero's  plausibility  of  man- 
near,  and  was  expressed  with  a  view  to  excusing  any 
precipitancy  in  his  lotended  departuro  vrith  Ger- 
trude, after  the  oereniony  of  tlicir  nuptials  was 
concluded. 

And  now  tl>ey  rejmncd  the  fair  object  of  these 
remarks,  while  Fenton,  as  he  entered  tlic  room 
where  she  was  awaiting  iheni,  saUl  to  Wr  with  more 
than  wonted  aifection — 

**Come,  my  dear  child!— como  to  my  arms  I — 
oonie  to  tlie  amis  of  one  you  not  unjustly  call  your 
fstbcr  !  AihI  let  me  have  the  luippine^s  of  giving 
you  to  one  who  I  am  sure  ha.t  a  henri  to  love  you, 
and  be  true  to  you  and  his  present  ailection." 

And  so  toying,  he  pressed  the  Beauty  to  hb 
heart,  and  imprinted  n  kiss  on  her  lovely  fbrelieadjfts 
he  parted  the  rich  auburn  tresses  that  had  strayed 
from  dteir  snootl,  as  she  bent  down  her  brow  on 
lite  good  man'd  l>osom.  He  parted  tltose  locks  with 
t)>e  sacred  (eiulernes!i  of  a  loving  parent,  and  kissed 
her  brow,  as  he  said,  through  llie  tears  that  rose — 

'*  Heaven  bless  you,  my  lovely  child ;  long  guard 
you.  and  bless  you,  and  give  you  happiness  witli 
this  estimable  gcnilcmim." 

So  nying,  l»c  took  Kcnmurc's  hand  and  pinceil 
it  in  Gertrude's,  as  he  Uirned  askle  his  face,  and 
dashed  away  the  tears  that  fwmd  vent. 
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Renmorc  could  not  wtUii»K  the  good  curate's 
emotion  witlioul  being  himself  in  no  small  (legrec 
movodi  (IS  certain  compunctious  visitinj^s  liesic^d 
him  with  respect  to  the  part  he  was  now  plavint;, 
and  was  about  to  carry  so  far;  but  tl»dr  whispex' 
ings  were  speedily  drowned  by  the  sll-oontrolling 
voice  of  that  piHsion,  wliich  if  it  wii»  tui  infatuation. 
yet  wiu  (IK  sincerely  lis  it  was  deeply  felt,  and 
which  cnllcti  lor  the  [xxwuKtion  of  Gertrude.  Tliougli 
the  struggle  in  his  hrenst  was  inuttient,  it  was  no 
less  violent,  as  lite  meeting  of  his  lip«  and  ber  own 
ratified  the  approval  of  Fenton.  'i'liose  lips  were 
chill^hill, — but  from  vhm  different  causes!  Her'*, 
from  excess  of  deep  and  sacred  passion, — that  4-x- 
cess  in  which  the  warm  life's  blood  ran  back  lo  its 
fountain,  and  left  the  lovely  cheek  pale  in  tlm  in- 
tensity of  her  feeling : — his,  from  the  chill  in  which 
its  darker  thotiglits  transiently  subdued  the  heart, 
as  it  shuddered  at  circumstfinccs  which  ho  dreade«l 
miglit  blast  the  dream  of  happiness — circum- 
stances more  painful,  more  perplexing  from  tbe 
very  uncertainly  wiih  which  liis  destiny  was 
haunted. 

But  the  evening  was  now  fnr  spent — it  was  time 
to  retire  ;  and  ihe  iiiclnnctwly  chime  of  the  vilUge 
church  clock  pealed  fortli  itx  warning  of  the  latc- 
i>ess  of  the  hour,  as  Itcnniure,  or  rntlter  Irlalfieti], 
now  retired,  in  order  to  take  up  hts  quarters  for  the 
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night  at  the  village  inn.  Gertrude  remained  under 
the  roof  of  Fenton. 

"  To-morrow,  then,  at  eight,  Colonel  Renmore," 
said  the  clei^man,  aa  he  saw  his  companion  out 
at  the  garden  wicket  where  they  parted;  while  his 
words  were  answered,  or  rather  echoed  back,  by  our 
hero,  in  a  sunken  and  tremulous  voice — 

*'  To-morrow  at  eight." 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


"  Knock  1  knock!  Sdi' tumu  of  B«dMliub,vili6'iknockii^M 

U  lbs  gut  1"  M*CI:kTU. 


The  first  ruddy  streaks  of  dawn,  as  liioy  stole 
over  the  (frey  vault  of  heaven,  where  ihe  stars  were 
growing  fewer  and  more  faint,  witnessed  Ren- 
tnore,  or  Hatftcld,  abroad,  watching  the  progress  of 
daybreak.  There  arc  few  men,  however  gnilnr, 
that  have  not  dieir  mlccmin;;  trails ;  and  it  is  but 
justice  to  (he  character  before  ns,  to  record  ihv 
iMtterncss  of  that  compuiictiotu  struggle  whidi  now 
again  nsnuled  him  with  increased  power,  as  the 
time  drew  nearer  and  nearer  when  he  was  to  seal 
Gertrude's  lale  in  hU  own. 

Fevered  and  exhausted,  )te  had  sallied  forth  after 
a  sleepless  nij^ht,  impelle^l  along  by  llie  restleasnes 
that  distiirbetl  his  spirit.  "Slmll  1  brin^  ber  to 
shameV"  he  tltoughL  "  !;>hall  I  involve  ilie  innocent, 
confiding  girl  in  my  own  too  probable  ruin  ?     la  it 


JAUES  UATnELD. 


aoo 


not  ixuvT  to  distress  her  by  now  taking  flight — 
now  th«t  there  is  on  opportunity  for  doing  so,  and 
then  nl^erwarits  write  to  explain  everything,  while 
I  sue  for  licr  pardon  and  Fcnion's?  Is  it  not 
twitcr  to  do  this  tli&n  let  hvr  know  wlicn  it  is  too 
lute  what  brand  rcsu  on  the  name  of  her " 

lie  shuddered  at  lita  Uiouf^tit,  R>  he  paused  and 
stood  unccrtaiti  whether  to  fly  or  not.  He  ad- 
vanced down  tlic  hill  townrdti  the  huie  thai  led  into 
the  high  road;  and  then  be  pauaecl  ogaio,  «  yet 
other  thonghts,  and  ofn  more  encouraging charoc- 
ler,  now  nroec  lurcihly  in  his  mind. 

"Sluill  I.theo,"  he  continued,  '<  at  tliLs  hist  step, 
wlnn  I  amjuet  about  to  obtain  all  Ilia^x'bcensolong 
6trivin|7  to  effect,  shrink  from  my  rcmlution?  Pride 
and  sliame  (ijrbid  mc  to  do  to.  Where  arc  all 
those  cliccring  hopes,  of  luMeniiig  with  Gertrude 
beyond  the  reach  oftlanger  and  my  enemies? — of 
recompt-ti^itif!  niy»')f  by  llm  happy  remit,  lor  a  life 
of  hazard  and  duplicity  ?  Are  tliey  all  »o  soon 
lost?'— lost  at  tlie  moment  when  they  ought  to  be 
bonie  the  most  strongly  in  mind  ?  Shall  I  ilius 
devise  plans,  anil  tlien  ^rink  in  the  execution 
of  them?  Shalt  1  thus  desert  myself?  Is  it 
not  enough  that  a  wiralc  world  is  arrayed  against 
me,  and  shall  I  furtltcr  thus  punisli  mj'self? 
Weak  and  unwortliy  conclusion  I  I  will  be  irtie 
ratlici-  to  myself.      1  will  turn  back.      I  wjtl  nut 


ma^ 


SIP 


ADVENTURES  QV 


sliriiik  from  my  long  and  fotitlly  clMris)>ed  resolves. 
Pride  and  shfinif,  I  xny  again,  Tcirbid  it.  And 
l])e  thought,  too,  ctuisoles  me  ax  rcgurds  her,  which 
whispers  ihnt  should  1  be  ovenftken  by  the  danger 
whicli  I  iot>  justly  appreherul,  yet  slie  will  not  be 
witliout succour  or  consolation.  Fenion — tbegood, 
the  forbearing,  the  forgiving — he  will  not  he  un- 
true to  her,  bccuiiKC  she  has  been  true  (o  nw ! 
Vhaiever  may  buful  to  discredit  me  —  yet  h«r 
interests  will  »till  b<!  dear  to  him— she  will  yet  be 
comfortvd  niul  protcctctl." 

And  froni  tlii:t  hi-it  reflection  he  s«ein«d  to  draw 
much  cniitolation.  Every  ihouglit  of  self  was 
nvei;ged  in  the  iitronger  and  dearer  one  of  Gertrude. 
As  regarded  himself,  he  dtvirul  twt  life;  death, 
indeed,  were  happinesk.  It  was  for  Iter  he  desired 
to  lire. 

Acconlingfy,  reanimate*!  by  the  amirance  (hie 
reflection  g8ve  him,  Iw  summoned  up,  once  again, 
confidence  in  his  spirit,  and  an  appeamnce  at  least 
oTcliccrfuiness  in  his  brow.  Once  again  was  be 
able  lo  look  with  something  like  a  sense  of  gratifi- 
cation lit  the  rejoicing  aspect  of  mom,  which  bad 
KO  lately  slione  but  in  mockery  for  him !  Once 
again  be  looked  more  roKilulcly  on  tlic  face  of  day, 
from  wiiich  he  had  but  now  shrunk  !  Kv«oliilelT 
looked  be^  even  as  lie  did  in  tlie  less*encounigitig 
face  of  Fate  itself.' 
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Tlw  scene  wns  indeed  on«  of  grandeur  and 
bcwity,  und  of  wbcNM?  charm  the  most  cIchuImI  and 
luimnvd  spirit  could  tuircvly  be  insviisibU*.  Thai 
siiiKiiUr  and  beautiful  as]it>ct  of  (Ik  Iicavens  wlt- 
»e»«ed  somviimes  in  tti«  etai  ju^t  before  Kunrtw 
now  prcsenlixl  itself  to  hut  viewi  tlwugh  itpecdily  to 
ranii))!. 

A  curtuin,  as  it  were,  of  various  colours,— woven 
by  liic  sublime  ^kill  thai  made  all  ihiugSi — spread 
Itself  in  tlie  rodiaocQ  of  violaceous,  cr}-s(al1ine, 
sapphire,  croccous,  ami  emcmid  hues,  over  tlw 
coudi  from  which  the  I>ay-god  was  soon  about  to 
rise.  Anon,  drawn  back  by  an  invisible  Itand,  that 
diedal  curtain  slowly  and  majestically  was  moved 
aside — the  colours  disappenrcd — ami  tlie  rejmcing 
Monarcli-luniinnry,  nt>w  ruse  and  beamed  bi 
splendour  on  all  created  things.  Up  sped  he  on 
lib  course  of  majestk  ovation,  as  the  Uoman 
haril  hua  descrilied  it,  and  as  Guido's  pencil  has 
portrayeti." 

As  Renmore,  then,  with  feelings  thus  once  ^ain 
more  tranquillized,  looked  around  him  on  a  scene 
of  so  much  splendour  and  glndnen,  he  was  con- 


*  ThcmdRwillmienilierthecublhne  dnifn  of  Gddo  in 
illuirslionof  tlw(ultowill■ltnw:— 
-'  QoMMjtigit  iandus  tqab.  Sc4  aafviM  cait 
Irfiabt  anlcTOhl." 
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stmined  to  feel  th«t  the  wortd  poeeessed  blcMngs ' 
it  wer«  yet  well  to  live  tor  t  The  suo-ray  tint 
streamed  over  the  hill,  awtdiing  all  life  And  nutnrc 
to  gladness,  reached  (o  his  heart:  and  like  the 
Persian  of  old,  touched  with  df*out  rapture,  he* 
exclaimed,  though  itddrcraing  his  orisons  to  a  more 
supreme-  Murcc  tlutn  tlic  ancient  sun-n'orBhi|>per— 

"  Oh,  God  !  forfpve  mc  !  spare  mc — fi>r  her  sake, 
not  for  my  own  I — kr  Jicr  ake^the  pure,  tlie  iano* 
cent  I"  And  the  tear  stole  down  his  cheek,  while  hi* 
knee  inrolnnturily  bowed  it,  as  the  vrords  escaped 
him. 

AVhtlc  he  was  yet  thus  absorbed,  a  light  step 
that  scarcely  hmslicd  away  the  dews,  advancetl  to- 
wards him;  and  before  he  was  aware  of  her  presence, 
a  fair  form  stood  near  him,  and  met  him  with  a 
smile  OS  he  rose  from  hb  meditation. 

At  lir^t,  heing  an  yet  under  tlto  influence  of  the 
thoughts  ivitli  which  \*c  hiul  sought  to  propitiate 
Heaven,  he  could  scarcely  hel])  iniiiginittg,  at  the 
moment,  that  some  angel  stood  before  bim,  as 
a  happy  assurance  tluit  his  pniycr  had  not  been 
unheeded.  But  though  that  face  was  lovely — 
that  brow  pure  and  radiant  enough — tliat  form 
sufficiently  airy  for  even  a  spirit — yet  In  those 
features  he  rccogniwd  hb  own  lordy  Gertrude, 
and  her  presence  brought  him  to  himself.  Ho 
ouight  her  in  his  arms,  and  pretseil  Iter  li|W  to  his 
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wn,  wliile  be  hckl   her   fur   nirhile   in   liis  cm- 

'I  wall oRertDg  a  prayer  lo  Heaven  for  our  happi- 
ness, dear  Gertrude,  when  jou  cfline  upon  me !" 
be  said.  "  Your  heart  joins  with  mine  in  that 
preyer  I  I  consider  jour  presence  nt  this  moment 
■  token  thnt  llenren  itself  gives  you  to  mcl  and 
here  I  receive  you  in  the  face  of  tlie  mighty  Giver'w 
tlirone,  lbe»c  magnific  realms  of  eorlh,  i)uu«  henvens 
of  splendour — lo  wlioac  dread  and  mystic  spirit  t 
have  t>een  pouring  forth  my  orisons  of  joy,  and  awe, 
and  gratitude  1" 

He  was  silent  a  moment,  as  lie  clasped  her  agaui 
to  his  lienrt ;  and  tlwugb  l>e  spoke  tioi,  yet  his  lips 
moved,  as  if  uttering  tome  ferreui  wordfi  of  hope 
and  entreaty,  while  hb  eye  looked  to  Heaven  in 
supplicntion. 

lliis  being  past,  he  left  tbe  theme,  and  walk* 
iiig  along,  with  lib  hand  clasped  in  hers,  he  said— 

"  And  how  comes  it,  love,  that  you  found  out  my 
wanderiugs  at  tliis  early  bi.Kir,aiul  followed  my  steps 
hither?" 

"  I  was  nwnke  nt  daybreak  ;  and  not  being  nble 
to  sleep,  I  walked  out  to  look  at  tbe  carnations  I 
iiiiJ  set  for  Mr.  Fenton,  when  I  was  last  at  his 
bouse,  nnd  was  willing  to  pass  the  lime  in  this 
occupation,  till " 

And  here  a  blu»h  overspread  her  cheeks,  and 
VOL.  IL  r 
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the  Einilc  pinf  ed  on  her  li[»  as  Kemnoitt  took  Dp 
lier  words— 

"  Wi'll,  lore ;  till  tliat  happv  hour  which  shsll 
lu^c  \i*  one?  Ah,  lot  m  sec  I  the  lime  advanoca," 
Ite  added,  as  he  took  out  his  watch ;  «  there  i>  an 
hour  and  a  quarter  jcl  to  elnpse.  Well,  love,  w 
you  were  busy  with  your  carnAlioiis- — — " 

"  1  happened  to  turn  my  eyes  in  the  direction  of 
the  liill  overlooking  tl>e  village,  and  aeetug  some 
one  moving  up  its  slope,  I  thought  it  miglit  possi- 
bly be  yo»irs«lf,  ns  you  are  so  early  a  riser." 

"  And  so  you  came  lo  meet  mo  '  I  tliaiik  you, 
lore!— 1  tlinuk  you  from  my  heart:  every  moment 
passed  with  you  is  precious."  And  here  he  became 
silent  for  awhile,  his  mind  being  again  traastently 
assailed  with  inelnnclioly  forebodings,  that  it  wits 
possible  they  might  be  parted  sooner  than  cither 
of  them  would  wisli.  ^e  looked  at  him  inquiringly 
US  »he  observed — 

"  I  ho|>e  we  shall  pass  many  moments,  boars, 
days,  years,  together  I     Wliy  should' we  not?" 

"ThvTv'<>  no  n-ftson  at  all,  love — no  reason  at 
all'."  Ixsrcplicd.  "But  if  we  were  to  pass  moments, 
hours,  days,  years,  together, — multiplied  ou  oich 
other, — that  would  noi  render  one  atom  of  ilie  ttne 
less  precious  lo  me^  my  beauty." 

And  he  now  conversed  wiih  )»cr  in  the  unre- 
strained  cheerfulness  whicti  was  usual  witli   hitn. 


and  in  ttuit  coiiGiUng  iotcrchan;^  of  thonght — 
graver  or  gayer — iu  wbich  he  had  passed  man;  an 
hour's  rnnible  with  (ivrUuilv  bclbrc.  He  seemed 
moru  than  ever  lu  liiku  interest  ami  [feature  in  the 
present  moments  lie  [yaastA  with  her,  perlutps  be- 
cause he  fdt  tliey  might  possibly  be  ilic  Itut,  (sueh 
was  the  uncertainty  of  his  periloiu  iiestiiiy,)  and 
Itence  the  more  precious ;  ai  any  rate,  if  not  the 
lait  in  time,  ihey  might  lie  the  la&i  in  happincs*. 

In  this  manner  the  hour  was  beguiled:  time 
quickly  winged  its  way.  They  were  summoned 
from  the  spot  where  they  were  by  the  church- 
clock  of  the  village,  which  chimed  the  quarter  to 
eight.  Oh  I  Itow  iu  sounds  tlirilled  the  heort  of 
Renmore,  with  a  sense  of  auKiety  more  than  joy ; 
but  he  drowneti  il.  Already  the  good  priest  had 
repoiretl  to  ttte  church,  to  array  himself  in  his 
sacerdotal  rt>bes  for  the  sacml  solemnity. 

Gertrude  repaired  tohbhouse,tomakcsuch  slight 
preparation  as  was  alone  needful,  where  no  [>omp, 
no  ceremonial,  liail  existence.  The  pure  joy  of  her 
heart  was  her  best  hymeneal,  the  ligtit  of  her 
brow  her  best  decoration,  like  treasure  of  her 
chnrnis  ber  richest  dowry.  T)ie  bridegroom  paced 
up  and  down  anxioosly  through  the  avenue  of 
yews,*   beneath   whose   sepulchral    broncltes    the 

■  TfaM*  do  Dol  include  th*  otlebai«d  "  t.onoD  jv»"  o( 
wUdi  Dadoe  bw  Um  slnadj  ttkcn  in  the  pmrion*  clapter. 
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churcU  porch  wu  appitwclKHl.  H«  rtMHleO  not  ouw 
to  have  niijr  gl<>oniy  aasocutlioiis  awakenct)  in  his 
mind ;  he  would  gladl  v  have  hii<l  his  path  iluwcrcd 
with  vanes,  as  if  to  light  ihe  spark  of  one  hii^jhirr, 
one  gladder,  (Itought  to  lure  him  from  the  nietiucen 
of  death  and  doom  which  Mike's  warning  on  ihc 
lake  had  so  liit<:Iy  apprised  him  of,  os  impending  a 
little  more  cIwhtIj'  than  migfit  be  convenient.  He 
loiigixl  with  imputtvncc,  itwrcforc,  to  hare  the 
ceremony  over,  uiitt  be  on  hii  way  with  Gertrude, 
bej:vnd  tlie  readi  of  tliv  puntuit  lh«t  might  |>ossibly 
be  too  near. 

Turning  abruptly  away  from  tf>e  grove  of  gluom. 
(for  tliose  Repulcliral  yews  would  hare  formed  a 
meet  trysiing  place  for  ilie  I-"iirie»)  he  ivundercd 
now  outaide  the  cemetery,  by  a  fairer  ])ath.  Xo  one 
was  leas  a  prey  to  superstition  than  our  hero,  us 
his  friend  Mike  would  upbraidingly  attest;  but 
still  hb  present  equivocal  condition  did  not 
as&uredly  require  any  additional  cause  for  distasto- 
fbl  rGJIt:etions. 

Misfortune,  if  it  "subdues  the  mind,"  as  Shak- 
spenre  expresses  it,  and  hence  renders  it  a  prey  to 
superstitious  boilings,  En  the  absence  of  any  roil 
and  Kubvumlial  succour,  had  no  such  effect  on 
Ilenmore.  The  source  of  his  spirit-stir  was  the 
murrtaiHlt/  that  still  perplexed  him  with  its  coo- 
stainly  shifting  lights  and  shadows.    He  was  sab< 
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jccted  10  the  most  ir}-irig  senntion  ilie  spirit  of 
man  can  I>e  a»aile<l  vitli,  and  ihe  perplexity  aiid 
irntation  of  which  b  a  jet  severer  infliclHin  thnii 
any  certainty  itself  of  evil  or  harm  !  The  "  cer- 
tainty of  tlanger,"  said  wc? — Let  it  but  shew  its 
Gice  pliiinly,  imd  no  longer  skulking  in  its  nmbuth, 
and  tlien  the  daring  character  of  our  hero  exiiibils 
itM'If  in  all  lluit  cool  presence  of  mind,  thnt  confi- 
dt-nci:  in  self,  whicli  nitMle  him  smile  in  the  ^ice  oi 
oppo^tion — that  adroitness,  at  once,  and  iletermi- 
nation  of  enterprise,  that  distinguished  Iiim.  Tfwe 
have  heretofore  witnessed  this  in  his  varioiui  en- 
counters wilh  his  arch  enemy,  Qnandish,  w«  mny 
yet  further  have  to  witness  it  through  wilder  antt 
sterner  trials. 

Uc  «'nn<lerc<l  ilien,  now,  otiLiIde  the  oemetei^-,  by 
the  »weet'briar  hedge  which  skirted  it,  and  which, 
starred  as  it  was  with  ilie  dog-rose,  white  hriony- 
flower,  nnti  ho»ey>suckIe  blossom,  sent  fbrtli  a 
grateful  odour,  and  prescntetl  fairer  images  to  the 
mind,  of  rural  charm  and  contented  being,  amid 
the  paths  such  flowers  decorate. 

But  he  starteil  now  amidst  hb  mnsing^,  as  the 
MMind  of  steps  and  rustling  of  female  genr  were 
heard  in  the  lane  that  approached  the  spot,  nhile 
lite  clock  at  length  chimed  the  wislicd-lbr  sum- 
mons lor  his  repairing  to  church.  The  steps  ihni 
approached  were  those  of  Gertrude  and  on  aged 
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dani«  thflt  followed  her  rrom  ilie  ^iBrKinnge  hoitse, 
in  tvlitdi  she  was  ii  domestic,  llie  brtdcgrootn — 
"  the  bridegroom  of  fate,"  we  mny  term  him — 
and  liis  desiintd  bride,  entered  lh«  holy  porch  toge- 
ther ;  aiid  here  Iter  foot  (^ance^l  in  Mnmble  us  she 
crossed  the  threshold  of  the  doorway  ;  nnd  n  less 
guileless  and  confiding  beinj;  than  herself  wonld 
have  drawn  nn  ill-omen  from  ilie  circumstance,  ac- 
cording to  tlie  simple  Eup«r«titioRS  of  the  country. 
Bui  Gertrude  left  tliis  to  tlr«  old  female  who  walked 
behind  her,  who,  with  the  &tuity  of  n  genuine  old 
CTone,  muttered  out  involuntarily^  "Hal  ihnl'l 
unlucky!" 

Gertrude,  horror,  only  felt  that  it  was  her 
lover's  arm — her  husband's — that  supported  her 
step,  even  ns  his  love  supported  her  heart.  Her 
tlioughts  were  nlonc  on  him — on  his  affection,  hiit 
protection,  his  truth,  and  the  happiness  she  alone 
locked  for  or  could  prize  as  it  should  be  involved 
in  his. 

A  brii-f  «pace  intervened,  and  now  the  rite  was 
performed  — the  benbon  pronounced — ilie  pair  wera- j 
one.  Tite  gratiilations  of  the  good  prie*t  went  yet 
on  his  lips,  when  a  loud  and  impatient  knocking 
»tnn!ed  the  whole  grou]>,  rnuwd  from  its  solemn 
propriety  the  sacred  edifice,  and  filled  the  vaulted 
roof,  gallery,  and  ptllareil  aiitle,  with  echoes  at 
ouce  dtscordani  and  profane. 
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Mr.  Fcnton  intmcdiatdy  expressed  his  surprise 
at  iIk  cauM  oftliR  clninotir,  und  wan  in  lh«  (.liroc- 
ticKi  of  tlie  church  doora,  which,  by  a  prn<leni 
prccnution  on  tlic  port  of  our  hero,  had  been  kepi 
double-locked.  T)ie  representation  lo  the  sextou 
on  the  preceding  evening,  of  his  desire  of  hitving 
the  ceremony  uninterrupted  and  unintruded  on, 
aided  at  the  same  time  by  the  convincing  nrgument 
of  a.  douceur,  had  completely  prcvailc<l  with  tluit 
gravc^igging  worthy.  lie  "ma  now,  accordingly. 
moM  conveniently  dilatory,  vrliilu  tlic  bridegroom, 
pretending  no  less  surprise  than  Fcnion,  repaired 
to  tl>e  small  purud  of  t)ie  vestry  tluit  opened  on 
the  oilter  side  of  the  chiirdiyurd,  while  he  desiretl 
Gertrude,  with  a  composed  air  ai>d  a  smile,  not  to 
be  alarmed,  and  consigned  her  to  the  care  of  the 
old  domestic  who  had  accompanied  her  to  tlie 
church.  The  knocking,  meantime, still  continucti, 
and  with  increased  Impatience;  and  now  thv  sound 
of  crowbars,  or  some  such  ponderous  in.iirumeiil, 
was  beard  applied  tu  the  folding  doors,  as  ihougli 
to  force  them  open. 

Fenton  in  vain  raised  his  voice  to  request  the 
saniluntx  to  desist,  and  called  for  the  sexton  lu 
come  and  unlock  tlie  door*-  His  voice,  it  is  iieed- 
ie.ts  to  say,  even  if  it  luul  rivalled  in  power  and 
volume  lliat  of  6ftv  Stcntors  and  five-hundred 
Lablaches,   would    Itave    been    drowned    in    tlie 
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echoes  of  the  chnrcli,  wliicti  trcre  perniilted  to  hire 
no  ccaation.  The  twxioti,  a  bit  of  n  knave  liimseir, 
had  been  «o  well  tiUnrcil  itiul  bribed  in  ihe  course 
of  the  insiruciions  Kenniore  had  given  him  on  the 
preceding  evening,  with  n  precaution  well  ni^ 
pr()|>ltetic,  diat  he  forgot  not  one  tittle  of  the  part 
he  had  to  play,  anil  for  which  he  had  been  so 
amply  "  remembered  I"  Amongst  other  little  iieois, 
lie  had  been  instructed  to  enter  the  registry  of  our 
hero*!)  marriage  aoconling  to  his  real  name,  and  ta 
apparent  on  the  genuine  "  licence"  signed  by  the 
ordinary.  This,  by-thc-bye,  Iiad  be«>  procnred 
by  our  hero  on  the  occasion  of  his  expedidnn  lo 
Cockemiouth,  so  that  the  validity  of  his  marriage 
had  beei]  secured.  To  satisfy  Fenton,  he  hod 
shewn  the  worthy  dergj-man  a  counlerieit  doca- 
mcnt,  bearing  his  fictitious  name,  in  which,  how- 
ever, (he  ordinary's  signature  was  so  faithfully 
executed  that  it  wiL<t  impoi»Jble  to  detect  one  tali 
Mrokc  in  the  whole  nuuitml  manoeuvre. 

'I'hii*,  with  a.  "  laudiible  diligence,"  no  less  ihnn' 
consistency  of  character,  we  lind  our  acconipliitt 
hero  Elill  labouring  in  his  vocation  of  deceiving  hlS 
ftllow-mcii ;  and  while  iliey  would  call  it  "  forging 
luid  swimlling,"  he  would  call  it  making  them 
dupes  of  his  dcxlcrityl  By  such  diHercnt  names 
Are  the  tame  things  oflcn  cnllrd,  jusi  as  things  *n 
seen  throtigli  different  "  ninlia  I" 
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But  to  return  la  ll»e  diurcli.  The  &exloa  at 
lepgth  came  forward  with  n-ell-assum«<l  bustle,  and 
proceeded  to  more  bock  the  ponderous  vraida  of 
the  lock,  with  a  key  big  enou}^  to  Kavo  rivalled 
that  of  marble  in  tbe  hand  of  St.  Peter's  oolossal 
statue  at  the  Vaticaa. 

Th«  door-fold«  of  British  oak,  lough  and  black 
with  ago,  well  rivcitctl  too.  and  ribbcti  with  iron, 
had  stood,  will)  their  wonted  Mleninc!«  of  rcpovc,  un- 
shaken ni>d  unmoved  bv  the  "MCault  and  baiirry" 
tluit  bad  l>ecn  dtreetcxl  ngninst  tltem.  TIr<  n>o- 
Dient  tiie  wunls  had  given  way,  in  ru«hed  die 
aMailaoui,  like  an  angry  tide  that  luts  been  re- 
prvs4.-d|  and  ba«ieni(  to  fbroe  its  way  forward  al 
t)>e  first  outlet  given  for  tbe  piwtage  uf  itv  fury.  In 
they  ruxheil ;  mid  to  ibe  mnazenieiit  of  Mr.  I-'emon 
and  tlie  t>ri<le,  inquired  fur  "  a  person  calling  him- 
wlf  Colonel  Itencnore,"  declaring  that  "  If  he  was 
not  one  of  the  puny  prescnli  Iw  must  be  somewlien' 
Doncenled  in  ibc  ehurch  I" 

»  Concealed    in    the  ehurdi ! — Colonel   Ren- 

nor«  1  it  k  true  he  u  in  the  church,  hut  not  con- 

r'cealed  in  it  I     He  ia  close  at  band ;  the  tumult  you 

made  occasioned  bis  looking  to  see  what  it  cotikl 

mean ;  but  what  should  you  want  with  him  ?" 

*'  I  thought  so!  I  knew  I  Khould  letul  you  on 
the  right  scent!"  exclaimed  one  of  the  men,  turn- 
ing roiiml  to  his  coinr»de«,  and  who  acted  as  n 
p3 
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guide,  or  joclcall,  to  hunt  down  llic  prey  of  itiv 
officers  of  justice;  lor  such  watt  the  chomcter  of  the 
njsailatits.  Thia  man,  fivm  lh«  malignant  smile 
that  played  on  his  lip,  tbti  look  of  malice  and 
trencheiy  that  his  pailiid  coiinietiance  displayed, 
vftts  at  once  recognixfd  tiy  the  bride  as  no  other 
ihaii  Qusiitli»h,  as  a  shriek  of  dismay  aiul  fesr  hod 
escaped  her,  at  his  untoward  iotrusioii. 

After  tlie  discipline  of  "  sousing"  lie  had  gone 
through,  lo  the  amusement  of  tlw  party  on  tin; 
liike,  his  first  thought  on  reaching  term  firma  again 
WAS  tlic  prosecution  of  his  revenge.  He  thcrelbre 
Iwt  no  time  in  setting  to  work,  iu»d  discovering 
wliitltcr  ihc  object  of  his  pursuit  mid  [jcrsccution 
had  fled.  Ue  called  to  mind  lliat  GertriKle 
hod  been  tlie  sharer  of  our  hero's  boat;  ao- 
cunlingly,  he  firetof  flll  directcil  himself  to  loam 
die  whereubout  of  (iertrude,-  and  oti  repairing 
instantly  to  Buttermere,  and  finding  ^le  wns  not 
there,  he  proceeded  at  once  to  Lorton  on  tbe 
ft^towiiig  (that  is,  the  present)  morning,  deeming 
it  certain  tliat  if  not  nt  home  with  her  mother,  >'lie 
must  be  at  the  house  of  her  odoptvtl  father,  Fenton. 

"  Wliei-ever  «Ac  was  Ucnmorc  too  (or  Hatfield) 
was  lo  be  fouml."  Su  argueil  Qunnduh ;  ami  in 
order  iliat  no  time  should  t>e  loat  in  (he  s)>pre- 
hen^ion  of  his  desired  victim,  the  officers  of  justice 
(already  mentioned  as  lurking  at  Keswick)  were 
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fiummoMtl  to  ttccoin|iuny  lam  in  liu  aecoiid  pursuit ; 
his  iini  wttli  "  MaBt«r  Groat"  not  having  been  suo 
cetiAiU 

Insuulljr  on  arriving  at  Lorton,  whicb  they  did 
at  ^wut  the  period  of  the  middle  of  the  marriaf^ 
service,  they  called  at  the  parsonage  liotisr,  ant) 
inquired  for  the  persons  ilicy  waoied. 

Tlie  doiiiistic,  Iriwcvct,  could  not  satisfy  tbcni 
OS  to  the  name  of  llw  gcnUcnwo  **  wlw  was  gone 
to  chuixlt  lo  be  married,"  sinoc  nWthcr  Gcrlnid« 
nur  Fcnion  hiul  said  anything  of  tli«  mutter  to  any 
dome^lic  in  the  bouae.  TheinteiligeDce,  however, 
Uiat  (iertrude  \^''c(l>crby  was  >'  gone  to  church  to  be 
ninrried  to  ii  gentleman,"  waa  quite  sufficient  to  ui'ge 
ihe  [Miriy  in  puntiit  to  hasten  to  the  sacred  edifice. 

Quandi&ii's  eyes  sjiarktcd,  his  heart  beat  high 
with  malign  impatience,  at  lumng  now  brought, 
as  he  hopc<),  the  quiirry  nt  leiigih  to  buy.  llou 
would  hi»  riincnur  nnil  jealousy  triumph,  to  uiur 
the  unioii  )>e  »o  envied — to  be  in  time  lo  prevent 
it,  and  frustrate  the  happiness  of  his  rival  t 

Theobstflcle  tlicy  invi  with  in  fnuUng  tlie  church 
doors  studiouKly  barred  (o  prevent  all  intcrmptiuii, 
only  cotifirnicd  the  suspicion  and  heightene<l  the 
unpBtience  of  the  leader  of  the  pack  and  his  eager 
iollow-en.  And  now  to  take  up  tlie  story  at  the 
point  where  we  Icit  it. 

"  Uas  the  man-iagc*" —  gasped  out  Quandtdi, 
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livid  witb  rage,  and  wpak  wiih  tlie  dTurt  of  forcing 
the  door, — "  liM  Ute  marriage " 

"Takon  place?"  said  Mr.  tVntoii.  "Yes,  cer- 
tainly; it  WW  concluded  juKt  us  >ou  began  your 
assault  on  tlw  doon." 

Quandish  niiul«  no  nn^wer  ut  tint,  but  Xiiniped 
h'ts  foot  on  lb«  pavement,  and  tlieu  excliumed— 
**  He  has,  tlien,  indeed  Ibiled  me  I"  and  as  be 
gnu»lii.-d  hb  teetli  and  sank  bock  against  llie  colnnrn 
uftliv  lusle,  he  darted  a  nialigiunl  glance  at  Oer> 
Uude.  ^e  (as  we  have  already  witnessed)  liod 
been  ready  to  sink  under  ilie  surprise  and  terror  of 
this  whole  unexpected,  and  to  her  inexplicable  and 
unaccountable  scene.  She  turned  with  anxiety  to 
the  officers  of  justice,  us  Mr.  Fenton  inquired  of 
them — 

"  What  b  it  yoo  ara  in  want  of?  or  whom  in 
H-jirch  for?     DhI  you  say,  Colonel  UcnmDre''" 

"Colonel  Raanoref"  was  the  reply  ofoiie  of 
itie  mtn,  nccompuiiied  widi  a  scornful  laugh. 
'*  Colonel  Itoyue,  lie  oitghl  more  pni}>erly  to  be 
ealletl  \  Why,  here  is  nnollier  pretty  piwc  of 
news  come  to  light  about  this  >  geuileman  ^  Re 
turns  out  to  be  tlie  i<lenlical  swindler  that,  under 
the  name  of  Manners,  eluded  tlie  vigilance  of  tbe 
Dublin  justices  so  long.  Bui  oonte — what  ar« 
we  doing?  we  are  talking  wbile  be  is  making  off," 
continued  U>c  man  to  his  brother  mvrmidons. 
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But  bcrure  we  follow  them  on  their  pursuit,  we 
must  tarn  to  Gertrude. 

"  Is  it  possible !"  she  exclaimed,  in  a  tiiint  vmcc, 
as  furtlker  utterance  was  denied  her,  while  the  «ink 
lifvlcK  on  lite  arm  of  Mr.  Fenton.  The  bridal 
wrcalb  fell  from  her  pale,  lovely  brow  as  it 
drooped  downwards,  and  the  roses  waned  on  her 
clieek. 

I'Vnton'«  boBom  was  divided  between  painful 
iiirprise  as  regarded  the  charge  made  against  th« 
brid^^room,  and  concent  for  titc  ill>&t«l  girl  who 
was  hit  wife  "  I  ihouglii  ihere  wiw  something  on 
his  minti,"  he  hiKtiljr  exclaimed  to  himself,  '•  be- 
yond the  subject  to  which  the  convcrmtion  I  had 
with  him  related.  1  remember,  now,  bis  vmbarass- 
menl  at  the  close  of  his  interview  with  me  yester- 
day evening.  And  yet,  I  trust,  tliere  b  some  mis'' 
take  in  all  this.  If  it  be  true  what  tliesc  men 
allege "  and  then  bending  his  venerable  brow 


over  that  of  Gertrude,  as  tlic  tntr  rose  tn  lits  eye 
"  Cnluippy  girl !"  he  exclaimcil — "  beloved,  wn- 
tiappy  girir* 

The  good  man's  iliutigbt-t  were  now  solely  di- 
rected to  the  care  of  the  cttcrished  child  of  hb 
adopitoii ;  for  such  his  heart  esteemed  her;  while  it 
whispered  to  him  on  the  present  occasion  thai  ^le 
liud  Vet  sliongcr  claims  on  bis  tcndcme»,  now  that 
>li«  was  beset  with   mbfortuoc.        He   therefore 
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having  ascertained  that  tlie  bridegroom  was  indeed  4 
not  (o  be  found,  proceeded  to  leave  the  sacred  edi- 
fice with  his  unfortunate  and  lovi-lv  charge. 

Quutdis)i,ut  the  some  timcNtu-ting  from  tlic  train 
of  iiis  individual  regrets,  and  the  unavailiug  spleen 
h«  had  vented  at  being  too  late  toprevenl  the  envied 
marriage  of  our  hero,  directed  now  his  tliougliu  lu 
the  iromedtale  resninption  of  the  pursuit. 

"  Let  us  be  gonel"  be  said,  as  he  hastily-  took 
the  lead  uf  his  commdcs.  **  The  game  canoot 
bttve  fled  far." 

Accordingly,  before  Mr.  FenUHi  had  clearctl 
the  (hresliold  of  the  churcli-porcli,  followed  b)'  tlw 
old  female  domestic,  the  myrmidons  of  Justice  werv 
again  on  the  track  of  their  prey.  I'ltey  had  souo 
gained  tlie  outskle  of  the  churchyard  palings,  hot 
were  for  a  moment  at  fault,  and  un<lecided  as  to  ttw 
direction  in  whkh  tliey  siiould  sliape  llieir  pursuit. 

"  Don't  go  (hat  vay,"  said  QuandisJi,  hastily ; 
"  that  leads  back  to  tlie  cover  tlte  iox  has  just  been 
unearthed  from.  He  is  further  nfield.  Go,  by  all 
means,  in  tlM-  opposite  direction  fiom  ibe  villi^^ 
Be  nssured  wc  shall  soon  be  on  (be  scent-" 

*'  True,  true  I  Jt  muM  be  so ;  he  must  have 
taken  tbit  w«y,"  xiiid  (he  foremost  officer,  potntii^ 
to  a  lane  tluit  led  eastward  frmu  the  village;  "  we'll 
go  tills  way." 

So  saying,  away  they  hastened. 
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"  That  coiilounileil  tuniing  at  top  of  t)ie  hill, 
yood«r,"  said  anoiher  of  ibe  myriniduiu,  "  wiU 
favour  his  escape ;— bui  look,  wlist  have  we  liere?" 
he  added  lo  Quandisb,  as  tliey  canie  to  a  low  wa\\, 
over  which  there  was  a  raised  &t}'1e  made,  not  of 
wood,  but  of  a  huge  slab  of  red  sand>sione,  uitd 
which  led  to  a  pathway  acrofis  the  fi«l<b. 

"Thai  was  his! — thai  was  his!"  cried  Quan- 
dtsh;  "  it  B  n  part  of  his  mock  military  dress. 
Ijjok  at  tlie  embroidery  I  he  cannot  be  iar  ofTT 
and  his  livid  coantensnce,  as  he  B[wke,  wore  an 
expiwssion  of  fiendish  glee,  and  his  tceen,  deep-sunk 
eyes  twjnklnl  with  a  ferocity  worthy  a  spirit  of  evil. 

**  I  say,  old  man  I"  cried  out,  liere,  llic  foremost 
officer,  who  wiu>  about  to  cross  the  style,  addressing 
an  aged  figure  wlw  was  sitting  on  the  bank,  *'  lutvc 
jroa  •eeii  any  one  past  ihi*  way  f" 

"  Cgli,  ugh,  ugh !"  cotigtied  out  the  old  man,  n% 
he  slowly  raised  up  liia  brow,  over  which  the  thin 
silvery  locks  strayed, — "  Seeji  any  one  pass?" 

"  Ay  I  seen  any  one  pass? — b  lallish  person^ 
with  much  (lie  appearance  (mote's  llie  pity)  of  a 
geutlenian,  and  drcoed  in  an  officer's  dress  f" 

*'  How  long  iigo  do  you  think  it  may  be  ?" 

"Why,  ten  miinites,  jwrhaps," taiil  Quandi»h, 
in()uiringly. 

■*  ^^'hy,  ay,  then,  I  did  see  some  one  pn»;  and 
over  tliot  stile,  across  the  field,  I  reckon " 
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"  \V'b«t ! — where  you  cobmj  oui  wi  the  Carlisle 
road  V  asked  Quaiidisli. 

"  I  caa't  say  Tor  sartin ;  tiut  I  dare  say  a  did.  I 
shouldn't  know  un  ngtn  were  I  to  sc«  uti." 

"  ff>  should  know  htm  again,  though*  if  wv 
were  to  see  liim,"  tlicy  simultuDCoutly  crii-d,  as  in 
full  triumph  of  confidence  they  hurried  un-ay  from 
tlic  mumbling  old  nuiu,  to  improve  upon  the  bint 
be  hail  given  tliem.  Meantime,  vImmi  their  back 
wu  turnetl,  the  old  mail  (wb<i  was  not  alt<^;ether 
unlike  old  Mike),  having  waldied  them  till  they 
had  gone  some  distance,  and  made  a  turning  round 
a  hedge  bo  that  his  movements  coutd  not  be  seen. 
smiled  with  a  look  of  contempt,  as  lie  said)  "  You 
woukl  know  him,  would  you  'f 

At  the  same  time  he  looked  bock,  at  ilie  loot  o( 
the  slilc,  where  the  men,  in  their  hurry  to  take  the 
wearer,  had  left  the  niiUlnr}-  cloak  wbidi  had  been 
dropped  there,  and  picking  it  up,  be  put  it  hastily 
under  hi«  arm, »  he  proceeded  imniedbtely  bohind 
the  screen  of  the  hetige-ttide,  lowartU  o  wood  that 
flanked  tlve  field  in  an  opiXMtite  direction  to  tlint  in 
which  he  had  dispatclied  Qunndi»h  and  his  satel- 
tites. 

On  the  further  skirt  of  ilm  wmxl  led  a  lone, 
which,  after  running  Ibr  some  little  way  in  a  south- 
easterly direction,  at  length  came  out  on  the  rood 
Iea4ling  tu  tlic  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.     From 
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this  spot  he  hastened,  till  he  came  to  a  ridge  of 
bill,  the  height  of  vbich  he  gained  with  an  alacrity 
of  step  which  did  credit  to  his  years ;  and  then, 
pausing  for  breath,  be  looked  back  northward  in 
the  direction  where  the  officers  were  now  pursuing 
their  vain  chase,  most  probably  along  the  Carlisle 
road. 

With  another  smile  of  contempt,  he  repeated, 
with  a  significance  which  would  have  well  suited 
old  Mike  himself — 

**  You  would  know  him,  would  you — ho,  ha  !" 
It  was,  however,  not  the  ancient  mariner  that 
spoke,  but  the  singular  old  man  whom  our  readers 
may  remember,  as  exciting  so  much  the  curiosity  of 
Goletield  and  others  at  the  Buttermere  church, 
and  afterwards  in  company  with  Mike,  in  a  preced- 
ing page  of  our  story. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


"  He  knows  who  gave  that  love  sublime. 
And  gave  that  strength  or  feeling,  great 
Above  all  human  estimate." 

WORHSWOKTH. 


"  I  dimb'd  the  dork  brow  of  the  mighty  HeWellfD  ; 

On  ihe  richl  Siralh  en-edge  round  ilic  Red  Tom  was  bendin 
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aftemoon  of  the  day  suluequent  lo  iliftt  on  which 
lie  coramrnced  his  ramble  )iad  arrived.  lu  rouic 
ItaJ  l>een  circuiloun  anil  devious;  now  running oo 
die  brow  of  pret^tpicei,  now  sinking  into  Uie  depth 
of  glens ;  nnd  tlie  night  had  been  passed  at  an  ob- 
scure little  inn,  where  the  peasant  weeds,  in  which 
he  had  been  hitherto  habited,  were  changed  for  a 
plain  travelling  dress  and  cloak,  which  it  should 
sccni  ho  had  procured  at  some  town  through  which 
he  Iifld  passed. 

And  now,  as  he  stomi  on  llic  south- west  ward 
brow  of  Helvvliyn,  a  ftxHl  or  klieet  of  liglit,  ns  ti 
seemed,  >preod  before  him,  glittering  through  the 
foliage  of  n  thick  grove  of  oak,  «nd  birch,  and 
sycamore,  aiitl  on  fullowiiig  tli«  niazis  of  a  litde 
nild  turf-pnth,  where  il»e  linklings  of  the  sheep- 
bell  alone  woke  tlie  peaceful  echoes  of  die  hill,  be 
came  out  upon  what  appeared  a  majestic  river. 

He  had  arrived  at  its  hanks  through  ihe  grove 
alrcfid}-  described,  nnd  found  now  that  (his  sheet  of 
light,  that  had  gleamed  so  rcsplendeotly  to  bis 
view  from  ihu  brow  of  the  mountain,  was  the  lovely 
lake  uf  Windermere,  wImuc  snKrath  surface  reflected 
now  the  golden  blaze  of  the  summer  tun.  lie 
walked  along  Ibr  some  littie  distance,  under  ll»e 
grateful  canopy  of  tlw  boughs  ihot  overhung  the 
margin  of  the  hike,  when  he  "was  aware,"  as  the 
old  hallaiU  have  it,  of  a  person  who  was  seated  by 
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thti  wnter-side,  under  llie  sbaAe  of  n  gnarled  oak, 
whoM  twimetl  roots  thrust  themselves  into  the  water. 

lliU  person  was  plainly  drcsactl,  in  the  rustic 
guise  of  a  welUtanncd  straw  hat,  with  broaj  brim, 
and  yellow  as  an  oMboc-hivc;  a  ftittian  shooting 
jacket  and  an«lc  boots,  thick  and  ultirdy  as  the 
oak  roots  on  whtclt  their  wearer  rented  them. 
Plain,  tiuwcvcr,  as  his  outward  gear  nii^ht  be,  it 
could  iwt  diigui*e  or  dotnict  from  tlie  superiority 
of  chnractor  perceptible  in  hi»  countenance ;  and  n 
he  turned  round  on  hearing  n  foutAtep  apprcoeti 
bim,  and  looked  up  to  Me  who  it  was  that  wst 
advancing,  there  was  an  expression,  ihoughtTiil  at 
once  and  screnr,  cheerful  nt  once  and  intetlpsent, 
that  interesti^l  .Iiirksmi.  The  silvery  locks  of  this 
our  wanderer— die  aspect  of  »ormw  iliat  sobered 
yet  more  the  brow  of  age — ihat  feebleness,  loo,  of 
step,  and  the  bt>wed  frame  which  supported  it  on 
a  stkk— no  less  excited  in  turn  the  veueraiioti,  lutd 
engaged  the  kindly  feeling,  of  the  person  who  now 
looked  up  in  Jackson's  face,  as  this  renerdile  old 
man  accosted  him,  inquiring  the  shortest  roote  tn 
Kendal. 

**  I  will  e'en  pot  you  in  the  way  mj-sclf,"  replied 
the  person,  ri>iing  from  Wis  rude  scat ;  "nnd  as  you 
appear  a  stranger  in  tliis  wild  district,  it  will  afliird 
me  much  pleasure  to  be  of  service  in  pointing  out 
any  objects  of  ctiriusiiy  that  may  lie  within  our  ken." 
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Aih]  to  nyiuRt  he  wvltttxi  forwiird  nlong  the 
bonk  of  tlie  uream,  followed  by  JackM>n,  who 
rcpHuf) — 

"  Vou  are  v«ry  gooti ;  but  my  lime  will  scnroely 
iillow  me  to  deta;  so  long,  in  ibis  lovely  region,  m 
1  should  desire.  Cvrtainly,  one  spot  ibere  is  in 
the  nciglilwurhood  which  I  should  have  mudi  de* 
sired  to  viwi." 

"  And  wimt  is  tliAt,  pray,  might  I  ask  V" 
,  "  \Vliy,  Cirasnierc;  for  it  i»  tlw  abode  of  one 
whose  worlu  must  be  dear  to  nil  wlw  arc  lovcn  of 
nature,  and  are  delighted  in  linding  itifuxcd  dirougli 
bis  page  all  the  dia&te  and  sublime  admonivh- 
ings  thai  her  spirit  whispers  to  the  heart  and  mind. 
1  speak  of  WoocUland." 

A  smile  pUyctl  on  the  lip*  and  thono  in  the 
brow  of  Jackson's  oonipimiuii,  ta  he  replied— 

"  And  I  think  I  nuiy  say,  from  wtiat  1  know  of 
Woodsland's  character,  Uiut  you  could  not  liavo 
greater  pleasure  in  vixiting  hU  place  of  abode, 
than  he  would  l«cl  flattered  by  tlie  oomplintcDl, 
and  endeavour  w  *hr.vf  liiuuelf  wnfible  of  it  by 
any  attention  he  could  ofler." 

**  1  liave  no  doubt  I  sliouJd  Jind  hint  everything 
that  is  lienigo  as  a  man,  eren  as  he  is  sublimely 
simple  and  chastely  fetTcat  as  a  poet  You  know 
bim  well,  1  dare  say." 

"  Indeed  1    I  ought  to  know  him   well      Nor 
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would  it  be  a  smnll  or  trivial  lesson  I  sbouki  hax-v 
ocliicvitl,  if,  ill  doing  so,  I  had  Icametl  to  muicr 
tliat  tiigttL-st  trial  uf  pliilosophv — the  Knowledge  of 
Self." 

"  Say  you  so  ?"  rep)ie<l  Jackson,  as  lie  look«)  in 
liis  companion's  face  with  mtngleil  »ur|)hBe  ami 
pleasure ;  "  nttd  am  I,  then,  to  understniid  from 
those  words  that  I  am  in  the  presence  of  the  sago 
and  poet  hiroself?" 

M'oodsliind  (for  it  was  himself)  replied  onlv  by 
a  reverence  of  the  head,  as  Jackson  continued — 

'*  Indeed  I  1  cannot  doubt  it  I  the  spirit-work- 
ings  that  arc  eloquent  in  that  countenance  (excuse 
me,  I  am  no  flatterer)  were  sufficient  assurance  to 
me  on  my  Ursi  meeting  it,  thai  I  Mood  in  ilie  prc- 
aenoe  of  no  common  person.  Let  me  expreti, 
then,"  continued  Jackson,  •'  how  happy  I  am,  cir- 
cumscribed  as  I  am  in  the  time  I  am  permitted  lo 
stay  in  this  spot,  to  have  liad  the  enriablo  cbanoe 
of  falling  in  (though  only  for  so  brief  a  space)  with 
one  wltosc  sojourn  in  ttic  nHghbourlmod  affords  it 
its  chief  ioterest; — no  1r>«  so,  indeed,  iluui  the 
residence  of  bis  brot)>er  bards,  Golefield  and 
Routhmore,  yield  a  yet  loftier  interest  to  tlie  lovely 
haunts  of  Derwentwaier," 

"  You  speak  of  friends — of  dear  brolliers  to  roe," 
replied  the  poet ;  "  llicy  were  both  with  me  ol 
Grasmere  but  yesterday ;  but  Routlimore  bos  left 
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me  to  repair  to  the  metropolis,  where  the  world  is 
now  expecting  from  tlic  press  a  noble  pnxluction 
of  his  pen.  I  perused  it  with  delight  in  tnaouscTipt 
but  yesternight,  und  if  the  chiiiBCteristics  of  this 
my  brother  po«l  vxhibit  more  of  wlmt  Uomcr  calls 
the  '  phrecn'  tlum  the  *  thumos' — more  of  the 
glow  of  '  Mind'  tlian  ilte  deplli  of  Feeling, — ^)'et  it 
is  a  *  mind' — *  a  phreen' — ituit  unfoUls  a  mine 
of  treasure  in  tlie  riches  of  descriptive  colouring — of 
ardent  thought,  and  idl  the  hurry  of  action." 

"  Yes ;  1  have  understood  iliat  such  as  you 
state  are  more  particularly  the  cbaracteristics  of 
Kouthmore  as  a  poet ;  and  much  as  1  admire  his 
writiiigB,  yet  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  the  main 
enential  of  what  is  siriclly  poetry  cxisu  in  Feeling 
or  Passion.  To  soar  to  the  greater  heights  of  the 
niu»,  assuredly  W'tsdoin  aiHl  Imagination  are  l)ie 
suhlimer  attributes  requisite,  no  leas  than  poMion; 
but  in  saying  this,  1  regard  works  of  a  very  ntpe* 
rior  pretension  and  scope  of  plan,  *i>ch  as  consti- 
tute the  epic." 

**  True ;  the  general  view  of  any  greater  phui 
must  be  luken  by  Imagination.  Hut  titen  tlic 
details  must  bo  warm  wiiJi  pswon,  wiili  feel- 
ing, with  seiixilHtity,  to  sustain  its  poetic  preten- 
sion. What  a  pity,  now,  is  il  thai  my  friend  Gole* 
fieJd  hnd  not  lets  of  fancy  end  airy  speculation, 
and  more  of  imagination  curbed  by  judgment,  and 
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dircctixl  to  view-s  more  suited  to  the  sympailiics 
of  hit  fdlow-men." 

"  You  would  say,  that  if  such  were  the  ease,  he 
wotild  in<leetl  reaiite  all  that  is  reqoUite  to  build 
up  the  attributes  of  the  highest  order  of  poets  ?" 

"  Yes,  I  do  indeed  !  for  lo  ihc  daring  and  lofnf 
views  of  imnginiilioti,  tw  would  ndd  nil  tlic-  Icrvour 
and  tenderness  of  ponioo,  ia  the  panoses,  sceitest 
and  characturs  Ibrniin;;  tlie  detail  of  the  subjcd." 

"  Has  he  k-ft  you  too,  its  well  ns  Koutlimorc  ?" 

"  No ;  I  liare  yet  Uic  pleiisurb  of  liis  conipwiVf 
together  with  that  of  a  gentleouin  who  accompnuicd 
liim  and  Itouihmore  hidter,  lo  indulge  in  his 
favourite  diver»on  of  &ihtng — for  dtere  is  famous 
char  in  this  meet.  You,  perhaps,  may  have  IteoFd 
his  name — Dr.  Esdaile?" 

*<  No,  indeed,  I  have  not  tlie  pleasure  of  being 
acquaiuted  witii  him — even  hy  name,"  replied 
Jackson,  while  a  smile,  however,  strove  on  his  lip, 
as  though  tcstily'ing  a  certain  conscbusiicss,  that, 
noiwithsimiding  Iiis  disavowal  of  any  such  nct]uaini- 
ancc,  the  name  wax  yet  not  allugctlicr  unknown  to 
him. 

"  He  is  an  aintmiig,  good-natured,  and  sensible 
person — Dr.  Ksduilc;  I  Icil  hira  and  my  'brother' 
Golcficld  together  not  long  ago.  TIm:  Doctor  was 
tniKily  employed  with  his  angle-rod,  by  the  side  of 
a  brook  tlrnt  runt  a  little  furt)»er  onwards  into  tbe 
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lake — there  r  he  continued,  pointing  out  a  spot 
along  the  tnccr  side ;  " do  jou  stx  tliat  liltle  crevk 
or  bay  ?  it  is  fomewhcn;  nboiit  there,  that  tlwr 
should  be.  His  companion  is,  I  dare  say,  streKlii-il 
under  ibe  sliade  of  th«  boughs,  on  some  moss-bank, 
hard  by,  amusing  himself  with  his  fancies." 

"Yes,  I  discern  the  point  j'ou  mention,"  re- 
plied Jackson,  who  now  tbllowcd  the  poet  up  the 
slope  over  which  the  path  nut,  diviTging  for  some 
little  way  from  the  w«tcr'«  edge.  Woodsland  con- 
tinued spcakiu);; :  "  \\'e  iiad  expected  the  pleasure, 
U  least  Dr.  E»dai1c  led  us  to  hope  ko,  of  having 
an  accession,  too,  to  our  little  party,  tn  the  pcrsou 
of  A  gentleman  who  has  been  a  visitor  in  the 
noghbonrliood  of  KL-swick  for  Mime  time 
past : — Colonel  Iteiimore,  wlw  is,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, a  most  agreeable  and  acoompli»hed  per- 
son." 

In  saying  thiK  the  \mci  could  not  have  licitid 
of  the  *'  post-office"  discovery,  whicJi  liad  not  jct 
reached,  it  appears,  hb  classic  retreat  at  Griw- 
n>crc 

"  \Vlint  f  Itenmore,  of  Clan-retunore,  in  the 
county  Caitlincas  ?"'  asked  Jackson,  in  u  toi»e  of 
much  seeming  desire  for  information. 

"  Yes,  the  same.  You  are  perhaps  acquainted 
with  that  giiitleman?* 

"Ob,   no!    not   in   tlie   slightest!  —  I   merely 

vol,  II.  Q 


836 


ADVENTtiBES  OF 


recollect  die  nttmst — I  have  heArd  llw  nnme.  No 
doubt  lii»  presettce  would  liave  fbroietl  a  ilcwirable 
addition  to  your  party,  agreeable  as  you  describe 
liini  tu  be." 

llitu  aiMweringt  old  Mr.  Jackson  mtule  shift 
widi  llie  mil  of  ha  slkk  to  damber  up  itic  aaceot 
iiflvr  his  coiDpiiniou,  who  had  now  arrived  at  it« 
summit,  an<l  pausing,  turned  round  lo  tlic  formcr 
iis  Itc  exclaimed, 

"  And  now  you  will  be  rewarded  for  j-our  pnins 
in  fi;;hling  up  tliis  somewhat  steep  jwiii,  by  the 
splendid  view  of  the  mccr  which  you  are  allunl«d 
from  it."  And  itic  poet  and  Jocksoti  stood  coo- 
lecnplating  the  magnificence  and  bcauiyof  the  seme 
for  some  moments,  as  ibe  latter  exprcfised  liis  ad- 
miration of  it. 

"The  lake,"  be  said,  "has  ibo  appearance  of 
a  majestic  river,  rather  than  a  meer  !'" 

"  And  beautifully  it  loses  itself  in  the  embrace  oTl 
those  boughb,"  added  the  poet,  "  that  sccni  lo  tain 
it  into  the  peaceful  bowm  of  their  rcoesaeai  m 
tltouj^h  a  home  receiving  a  welcome  and  t>eloved 
guest  to  il«  repose!"  and  after  a  pause,  he  con- 
tinued, "  As  it  vrnnden  trattquilly  along,  elutltng 
oar  ken  and  lost  in  the  distance,  it  seenw  lO'me 
like  n  tranquil  and  happy  Spirit  entering  the  boson 
of  Futurity  !  Such  ihoughts  does  the  efTect  of 
distance  inspire,  in  the  awe  it  adds  to  sofW  nnd 
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more  pCAceful  reflections.  Do  notsny,"  cootinned 
the  bani,  timiling,  "tlie  idea  is  fiir-rctchctl." 

"  On  the  rontnuy,  it  is  n  sublimu  iukI  touching 
itssocialion  of  Uleos  tlint  yoii  giru  uitcninoc  to,  nnd 
e1evnte<  ilte  calmer  ^raiiriaition  of  ihv  »rnimtionii 
Awakened  by  the  mere  tranqoillity  of  those  waters, 
however  lovely." 

"  You  ore  n  kind  critic,"  said  Woodslaad,  with 
a  si^h  :  "  I  wi»h  tlic  world  would  oflord  us  more 
persons  like  vouritdr;  but  rndfy  1  have  I'uund 
criticistn  a  rock  where  my  poor  pinnace  has  been 
Mtmcwlmt  too  Mvagely  tossed,  as  it  hns  trimmed  its 
sail  nlunfr  it  pocik  tide  not  permitted  to  flow  bo  un- 
difiinrbudly  B»  tliiit  of  yonder  waters."  And  tiio 
poet  paused,  as  he  called  to  mind  some  uiijiwt  rihI 
mntignMiil  iibiise,  which  preponderated  over  all 
fair  criticism,  at  tlie  ex[>eiue  of  the  earlier  poems  he 
bad  inditctl  neur  ihifi  apol. 

"Never  fc«r,"  replied  lib  companion,  "but 
thai  ihe  world  will  give  you  the  credit  which  is 
your  due,  in  lime.  Your  'pinnace'  will  then 
*  trim  iu  sail,'  and  float  witli  triumphant  oolonrs, 
(ay,  as  long  as  yonder  waters  shall  flow,)  down 
dtc  sublime  current  of  Time  1" 

M'oodiilnnd  smiteil  and  »hook  his  head,  as  he  re- 
plied, "  Ah,  poets  (or  ihode  who  aim  at  being  so) 
amiisc  thvinscires,  indeetl,  with  some  such  tlream. 
It  is.  Ml  tooth,  die  only  source   of  ciialiiy  nith 
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tliem  ;  ami  lianl  Is  Ute  »tra{^le  to  support  tltem- 
selrcs  under  thi:  woiiihIs  ibeir  self-love  has  lo  sus- 
tain. Wc  must  be,  I  fnny  %»y  lu  on«  of  the  frater- 
iiitVr  very  confiding,  or  (bm  you  wDI  perhsps  sag' 
gesi)  Tory  infiitiml^-^l  or  conceited;  one  or  the 
other  of  tlicM  must  we  be,  lo  continue,  as  Millon 
says,  *  strictly  meditating  tl>e  tlmnkless  muse,' 
in  the  teeth  of  nil  the  derision  ftnd  rancour 
so  clamorously  iiuiced  lu  silence  as,  or  drown  our 
voice," 

"  But  there  U  a  '  still  smnll  voice'  vriliim — ihu 
whispering  of  n  sublime  hope  wiihiti  the  henrt, — 
ihnl  assures  you  tlint  the  mimi,  of  whose  excellence 
and  suprcnmcy  yoii  nre  consciinis,  will  one  day  be 
appreciated  as  U  its  lUm.  The  world  will  moke 
you  amends  for  tlie  wrong  d<iiie  yon  by  a  portkni 
of  merely  partial,  or  prejudiced,  or  undiscriininalin» 
libellers,  who  beiltcn,  for  the  rkkI  part,  on  abuse. 
AViiat  real  genius  ever  wiu  titcre  ilint  had  not  this 
lirgli  instinct  f  A  grovelling  mind  may  be  abashed 
nmi  east  down  by  such  nbtnc,  and  the  lyre  h 
awakened  Ik  silenced  and  broken ;  but  the  cxalinl 
genius  strctchea  ita  wing  yet  more  strongly  antl 
daringly  in  the  fiicc  of  oppotiiion." 

*'  Ymi  spcnk  kindly  and  cnoouragmgly ;  muAt 
indeed,  there  i«,  1  think,  some  (ruth  in  wliaiyou 
say,"  replied  ihcbnrd.  Then,  standing  (or  a  motnent 
absorbed  iiiliisown  thoughts,  lie  added,  "Yes;  Uiera  ' 
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it  a  calm,  oonfiding  assuranDe  in  die  bcMom,"  (nm) 
his  brow  nhone  with  a  look  of  lulty  )iop<t  aod  confi' 
Uence,)  '<  tliat  tpeaki  '»ootlily,'  riuy,  Eoolliiagty, 
toOt  (for  'sooilily'  implies  rutliu-  'fliitu-riiigly,') 
as  tbe  uiurn)iir  oT  yonder  waiem  lu  thv  liarassetl 
spirit.  lIuL  to  (urn  tram  self— it  not  this  a  spot," 
coniijiued  tlte  po«t  of  nature)  "  of  r«al  bentitude, 
in  wbicli  to  calm  the  niUler  emoliotis  nf  pu^ion, 
anil  court  the  cha^e  anil  uiblinM:  aiinniuniiij^  it 
awakens  ?" 

J ,  ''Indeed,  tlie  poetry  of  nature  nowhere  ipe»ks 
with  greater  charm,  tliough  at  the  aunit.-  time  wiiIi 
greater  wftntct  and  tranquillity,  tlion  here.  And 
I  may  rmniirk,  that  if  nature  surprijie  us  niore,  in 
tboie  wilder  and  grander  features  which  I  linve 
wilnesM-il  in  foreign  clime*,  yet  xhu  h  here  no  less 
impresuvv,  in  a  ditTvrent  way;  if  iJkc  sinrtlat  as 
by  llirowing  brrtelf  (if  1  may  so  express  it)  into 
the  <  tragic  ntlitudcf'  her  fiercer  and  siernrr  lut- 
lures  exhibit,  yrt  sftv sways  tlie  mind  ami  lieari  not 

'less  impre>siT«ly,by«*pellof  adill«reut  character, 
when  she  pours  orer  the  soul  that  holy  yet  calm 
rapture,  )uni<kt  scenes  such  as  ihe^e — where  hhe 
seems,  lu  it  were,  to  seek  a  sublimcr  rcpo«:,  and  to 
make  her  honw  I" 

"I  am  deligUti-d  to  hear  you  analyse  so  jiis.lly 
ibe  attributes  of  our  nobler  Briiiiili  scenery,"  re-j 
u2 
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plivil  tli«  po«ti  in  DOSRwU  degree  grstilied  to  hii«« 
ineL  with  a  p«rsoD  wliu  a>iiit:n)i)li>t«d  Uu  {avoaritK 
M:eiiee  witii  rt^cliiigi  Uiat  «o  niudi  iLCoordni  with  b» 
own.  "  You  precitely  «x|>l«in,  tou,  tlic  cflvci  pro- 
dtiGctl  on  mv  own  tuiiMJ  by  the  bland  luid  Uifty  spirit 
^f  Uk-sc  haunts.  Thi!t«n«ct  is,  indeed, '  K«hgtoa  1' 
tutd  of  litis  pur«  spirit  would  I  tleiight  to  be  .1 
n-onhipper.  I  mean  10  expre^i,  by  ih«  twm 
'rrii^ii,'  tluii  awful  charm,  that  cha^ite  rapture, 
that  grandly  soothing  sen&ation,  which  is  die  very 
eanence  of  devotion." 

"Tbi!>  feeling,  indccti,  breathes  through  your 
pages;  and  which,  as  J  oonRdeniiy  augur,  the 
world  will  cixj  long " 

But  juKt  licrc  lh«  altcntion  of  Jackson  was  called 
to  the  sound  of  footsteps  approaching  the  bpul 
^hci'c  himself  and  liic  poet  of  nature  were  ooovers- 
iug.  Tttcy  both  uu-ikiI  hiulily  round  to  sec  wboee 
the  furin  sltouiil  be  that  itdvanccd,  when  forth 
fToni  the  thicket  which  clothed  the  vidm  of  ihe  hill 
emerged  tiic  figure  of  a  clodpole,  who  was  pursu-  ] 
i»g  his  way  doggedly  along,  with  a  bundle  at  his 
back,  rnul  who  hud  struck  into  the  (lath  by  the 
mper-skie,  from  the  high  rood,  which  ran  at  no  vn^ 
great  distance  oO'. 

"  \\*hy,   this   is   lionest   Jock,   the  Buiiencierej 
and  Keswick  carrier,"  Mkid  Woud»ittnd.     "1  kttoir] 
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the  down  wc-l).  If  Go1<>fid<l  were  here,  he  voutd 
acniBc  himself  tvtth  *  Iryiiig  conclusions'  with  him, 
like  JacqnvM  with  I'ouchstone,  the  '  modey  fool  o* 
th«  forest.'  Well,  Jock,  liow  do  you,  my  friend  ?" 
he  continued,  ss  this  worthy  hud  now  come  up  to 
the  spot  whcri.-  tltc  bonl  and  Jnckson  stood. 
"  Well,  Jock,  «i>d  what  twws  in  (lie  parts  whence 
you  plo<i  :■"■ 

"  Why,  if  innyhftp  you  have  not  heord  it  yet,  It 
be  nem  that  will  moke  you  stare,"  rejilied  Jock, 
in  liis  usual  style  of  indirect  answering. 

"  Indeed  !"  said  Woodsland  and  Jackson  both 
at  the  same  time,  though  tlie  latter  averted  his 
had  from  die  clown  as  bo  spoke,  appearing  to  be 
stiil  (>ccuj>ied  in  oontemplaliug  lite  beauty  of  the 
laiid-icupc. 

"  indix-d  1 — ay,  indeed,  you  will  be  surprised  to 
hear  it,"  replied  the  clown,  not,  Itowerer,  ihinkuig 
proper  to  gratify  their  curiosity.  *      ' 

'■  Well,  well !  let  us  hear  it ;  oat  whh  it.** 

•<  Why,  now,"  replied  the  clown,  wiOi  a  smile 
of  pretended  suqmso,  "  to  think  you  haven't 
betTwl  it  a'rendy  1" 

"  If  we  had,  we  nitould  not  ash  you  to  tell  it  us," 
snid  WoocUland.  '' 

**  Tell  it  you — tell  what  to  you  7"  continued  the 
clown,  still  beating  about  the  bush,  wjih  the  oaliih 
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wtiggery  that  cliaracteriiod  him.  "  Maybap, — 
mayhap.  I  say,  you  know  wltat  1  be  going  to  teil 
you.  Well,  well,  <loa't  be  angered  wi'  toe.  1 
triV/  ifH  it  you.  In  a  woi-d,  then,  who  slicmli!  yos 
suppose,  after  all,  Colonel  Itcnmore  lurni^  out  laj 
be?* 

V  *■  Cotonel  Renmore !"  both  Jackson  and  tlie 
ben)  cxclaimecl.  "  Is  it  of  Aim  your  news  ts?  Who 
should  he  turn  out  to  be,  pray,  but  himself?" 

«  Not  a  bit  of  it,"  replied  Jock;  '■  but  sotmsbody 
dxe,  and  who  else  should  you  tliink  ?" 

•'  How  can  we  posably  tell  ?  Pray  be  ei^idt, 
my  gD0<l  fellow,  and  ^leak  your  story  at  once," 
said  VVoodslfliKi. 

*<  Why,  tlicn,  if  you  must  know,  he  litrm  out 
to  be  tliG  fiimouK  '  Cnan'man  Hatfield'  himself! 
Ay,  you  may  stare,  my  wonhipfal  mssicre,  but  the 
truth  b  as  1  sbj'— no  one  talks  of  imylhmg  eke  ia 
all  tlie  parts  about  Keswick." 

"  Hatfield  I"  exclaimed  bo^t  Woodslond  and 
JftcJcaon.  "  Is  it  possible  ?"  coutinucd  tlic  Ibmicr, 
tunnng  round  to  his  companion ;  **  iheDi  after 
all,  I  need  not  so  mucli  ref^ret  lite  ColoneJ**  ca- , 
gagcments  luiving  depriwd  our  party  of  hia  com« 
p«iy." 
'"  I   *uppo«c,"    proceeded    Jackson,   but    will 

rcely  looking  Jock  straight  in  tlie  face,  **  ibu 
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officers  ofjiisiice  arc  on  the  p»r«uit  nftcr  fajm  ? 
perhnps  have  appri"herKl«l  him  bj-  this  time." 

"  Ay ;  maybe  iht-y  hnvo,"  rvpiii-d  Jock ; 
"  though  I'm  Mire  I  don't  care  if  he  gets  awny  from 
'em,  tor  a  kinder  boily  nefer  live*!,  that  1  m'U  ay 
for  him,"  codtiiiuctl  tht-  clown,  thumping  hii  bundle 
(1o«m  on  the  rock-bank ;  "  for  I  never  served  any 
one  who  bdiaved  *o  haitcUome  to  me*  though  it 
wor  bill  for  a  short  time."  And  here  Jock  ex- 
plained, to  the  surprise  of  Wootl&liUK),  how  lie  had 
been  in  the  cnpaciiy  of  groom  for  a  brief  period  to 
the  toi-ttinmt  tVJonel  Kenmore. 

Mr.  Jackson  nUo  te^tifietl  his  surprice,  bnt  sihI- 
ilenly  rememberinf,'  that  his  time  was  precious,  and 
that  he  had  already  delayed  longer  than  he  had 
intended,  now  took  leave  of  the  poet,  ivith  many 
exprevioni  of  graliflcation  nt  having  fallen  in  with 
one  who,  it  was  needless  for  him  to  say,  bad  so 
much  claim  on  his  interest. 

'*  I  wish  yoo  could  have  found  it  in  your  power 
to  have  given  me  your  company  at  my  Itcrmitagc 
at  Grasmere ;  you  would  have  been  gratified  in 
meeting  my  brother  bard,  Golefleld ;  and  Dr. 
Esdaile  would  have  enteruined  you." 

"  I  should  have  l>een  indeed  dctightc<l  to  accept 
your  k)n<l  and  flattering  invitation,  if  it  wer«  pos- 
■ible  for  me  lo  do  to;  but  I  fear  I  must  lose  no 
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time  in  reaching  Kendal ;  aod  if  you  could  pat 
me  in  the  direction  of  tbe  road  tbilher,  1  sboold 
be  Diucli  obliged." 

"  Then  jviu  will  promise  me. should  your  move-l 
mimu  bring  yon  back  into  this  ncighbourliood  alj 
any  luture  ttmr,  to  favoor  mc  with  a  visit  ^ 

**  I  shall  be  honoured  and  delighted  in  payiiy 
my  respects,  which  1  shall  (I  need  scoroely  say) 
make  a  point  of  doing." 

"  What '/  dow  the  gcm'man  want  to  go  to  Ken- 
dal?" interposed  Jock ;  *' whyi  I'm  a-going  that 
way  on  tny  jouruey  to  Lunnun  afU-r  a  now  pUoe. 
I'll  shvw  you  th«  way.  Sir,"  he  continued,  touching ' 
bis  hat  widi  awkward  civility,  and  preceding  Mr. 
Jackiion  on  the  way. 

"  Ttmnk  you — thank  yon,  my  good  friend," 
replied  Jackson;  "  1  am  much  obliged  to  you." 
.  So  saying,  ho  shook  bands  witli  Woodsland,  ( 
followed  Jock,  by  it  little  narrow  and  M*inding 
that  led  through  tl>«  wood  that  skirted  the  lake' 
side,  till  it  came  out  on  tlichigh  rond  to  Kendid  in 
a  soutlterly,  and  Ambhaude  in  a  northerly  dircc* 
tion. 

"  Oh !  here  we  are  ou  the  nwd,"  exclaim«d ' 
Mr.  Jackson,  as  llivy  hud  now  arrived  at  the  ter- 
mination of  tlie  lane.    "  I'm  mtidi  obliged  lu  yout 
and  can  now  proceed  perfectly  well  by  nyseir    So 
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)-oti  can  pursue  your  -way,  my  i^ood  friend,  irhile 
I  re&t  lierc  ou  tlie  bank  a  momeat ;  and  here's  for 
your  paios." 

So  saying,  be  gsn-c  Jock  n  Bmall  coin  to  (Irhik 
his  health,  which  rcmctnhrance  having  been  duly 
acknowledged  by  the  clown,  wiih  x  touch  of  the 
bat  and  a  "  tliank  ye.  Sir,"  Mr.  Jackson  was  not 
sorry  to  tiiul  (for  rcnnons  bcs't  known  to  himself) 
that  he  was  nionv,  once  more 

And,  m  &ct,  so  much  does  it  appear  that  lie 
wished  to  escape  all  dunce  of  again  incurring  the 
coin  pnti  ion  ship  of  Jock,  that  h«  divergi-d  from  the 
high  road,  into  a  Istio  oti  the  opposite  side  of  it  to 
that  oo  which  the  lake  was  situate;  and  when 
Jock,  with  tbtt  curiosity  which  was  an  ingredient 
in  bis  character,  looked  round  to  spy  if  liie  "  old 
gentleman"  was  still  n-xiing  himM-lf  on  the  bank* 
he  stood  transfiitcd  with  oaftsh  nniazeracnt  to  find 
he  had  vani»licd,  and  was  nowhere  to  be  descried. 
"  Wtll;  that'*  wid,  liowsonidiTer,"  lie  ex- 
claiinetl,  as  he  contuiued  to  plod  his  way  along- 
Leaving  him,  then,  lo  pursue  his  course  along 
Uie  "  highway,"  mid  Mr.  Jackson,  also,  his  cuune 
along  the  "  by-way,"  we  will  return  to  Wootlslnnd. 
He  was,  of  course,  all  impatience  to  unfold  the 
inidligence  which  Jock's  budget  bad  afforded  hini 
to  his  friends  Gokfield  and  the  Doctor ;  so  to  find 
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them  out,  he  bastened  io  the  direction  of  the 
brook  where  he  believed  them  to  be.  We  will, 
however,  anticipate  him  in  his  arrival  at  this 
spot,  in  order  to  see  what  morning's  sport  our 
friend  the  char-angliag  Doctor  had  enjoyed,  whom 
we  left  some  time  ago  merrily  journeying  in  the 
company  of  Golefield  and  Routhmore,  by  way  of 
Crummock  water,  on  their  visit  to  Woodsland. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

"  Or  whh  toy  Bryan  aod  ■  book, 
tioiicr  long  daji  ax  Shavrford  braok, 
Tlierf  incditaU  mji  linM  aMrty." 

IltlK  W4LTOX. 

"  II«,  Mgbing,  ted:  hii  Imk  ; 
Aod  H«f«a  know*  fta  betn't  rm«« 
or  Allen  Brook*  of  WyadtnMn." 

Old  WuTiaoatLAMD  Bilud- 


ErERY  day  had  been  deroted  b;  FsdaJiei  iiince 
htc  sojourn  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ^^'inde^ne^e, 
to  hi»  favourite  recreation.  On  the  occasion  of 
the  present  morning,  himself,  viih  rod  and  line  in 
hand,  (Brysn  by  his  adc,)  and  hb  distinguished 
fri«nds,  Goleficld  mid  Wuodtland,  had  wandered 
from  Grumerc  to  the  spot  where  we  no>r  Rnd 
liiem.  M'aodslaod  having  proceeded  to  pay  a 
morning  visit  to  a  person  not  lar  from  Winder- 
mere, liad  left  tho  Doctor  and  bts  brother  bard, 
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Goltfielii,  wgclhcr,  n««r  tl»e  creek  already  abore 
mentioned,  and  it  was  in  the  course  of  his  wsy 
back  to  them  that  be  met  Mr.  Jackson. 

Into  tlii«  creek  ran  the  little  brook  where  the 
cliar-nngier  was  exercising  hiH  "  cunning,"  with  all 
tlw  nddresa  of  an  expert  flj'-fishcr.  Golcficld  had 
thrown  himself  listlessly  down  upon  lite  bank, 
where,  under  the  ^itcful  ciuiopy  of  tlie  ulderE  that 
OTur&liodowcd  it,  and  tbu  xtrenm  whose  mnrgin  it 
was,  he  reclined  like  .Tuoquea,  ruminating  on  the 
babbling  torniit,  and  descanting  on  all  ibat  "  wa*, 
ami  is,  and  is  to  be,"  through  many  a  fitr-windinf; 
maze  of  thought,  and  many  a  Toryii^^  train  of  as- 
sociation. Bryan  too,  liaving  hipped  a  ipiwUum 
suffiril  of  the  pure  lymph,  quietly  stretched  bimsdf 
by  the  Ni<Ie  of  the  metaphysician,  undisturbed,  ex- 
cept by  tho  occosioiial  bussing  of  a  tly  in  bi>  cor, 
at  which  be  was  obliged  in  self-defence  lostinp; 
while,  now  and  then,  hts  head  was  raised  in  look 
iiig  ton-ard«  his  matter,  on  wbotn  ibe  tnctr  aniaMj 
rntirtiintly  kept  his  ey& 

Too  mud)  occupied  ww  hb  niuirr  to  re 
tlic  glance  of  Bryan ;  nil  engrossed  was  ho 
pursuit,  humming  every  itow  and  (lien  a  veisa  Awn 
one  of  liis  fiivoaritc  balhids  of  the  <*  north  coud- 
trie,"  or  snntchcs  from  poets— simple,  swe<-l,  nnd 
vigorom, — well'rememtwKd,  loo,  amidst  ihe  haitnts. 
of  flood  and  gre«nwoo<l  tret*,  of  which  they  carolled. 
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and  where  Naiad  sim]  Dryad  were  ihc  preaiding 
^irits. 

These  dcniMns  of  golden  ArciHly  ! — how  wouUl 
ihe  glowing  dream  of  a  Claude  or  Unspiir  Potissin 
have  delighted  to  wukcu  cltem  up  here,  nmtd»t  tiic 
Arcadia  of  wood  and  wild  around,  and  see  (hera 
sun  across  the  thkkcl  glade  in  arch  gainhul-s  as 
Konic  laughing  Dr^Ad-nymph  would  dude  the  pur> 
suit  of  the  U'lititoit  Kzkun  ;  wiiile  he,  anon,  boffied 
in  lii»  cha&e,  &eats  him  down  on  the  rwlc  stump  of 
some  aged  trunk,  and  essays  to  wiu  tlie  coy  fugi- 
tive to  bis  side,  by  the  oaten  reed,  wIkwc  tuneful 
shrill  note  makes  vocal  tlic  woodland  echoes  < 

Our  angler,  however^  was  not  of  aa  imuginjition 
so  vivid  as  (bat  of  a  Poussin  or  a  Claikle,  any 
more  than  l>c  was  sn  instrumental  performer,  like 
the  Faun  whom  ttiWr  art  uiight  r<.-prGScnt  as  making 
melody.  No;  tlielimit&of his  "(imciw'"  wcrccircum- 
scrib<^  by  "funcying"  he  should  l>e  able  to  catch 
tontc  of  the  s[M>t(ed  Cnny  dwellers  of  tltc  crystal 
stream  l>encatb  him ;  and  bis  soul  in  ibc  sport,  thus 
he  angled,  and  thus,  as  we  Iwve  mentionod,  be 
song  and  spoke  by  turns. 

"  That's  it — that  will  do  l"  he  said,  succeeding 
in  making  his  fly  ulighl  on  the  surface  of  a  little 
ripplv  in  the  water,  where  the  shadowing  boughs 
threw  a  gloom  over  tlte  stream,  and  bid  or  veik<l 
the  liiw  "  gut"  from  which  the  fly  dcpvoded)  from 
n2 
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ihe  quick -sigliie<l  prej- — "  Softly — »o — "  lie  con- 
tinued, OS  lie  let  the  rippling  current  vmvc  tbe  fly 
up  «ntl  down  of  itself,  wiilioui  any  aid  from  pulling , 
the  line,  or  moTing  tl>e  rod  ;  and  then  he  stood 
watching  it  as  he  hummed  the  welUknown  ditty  of 
Kit  M«rIo»c^ 

"  ir  that  ihc  wotU  and  Ion  vmc  joong 
AmI  initfa  tn  everjr  ilwfilMri't  foaguc, 
And—* 

Here  a  fiith  snnppe<)  at  tlte  fly,  Biid  broke  ofP— oot 
the  hook,  hut  the  Uiuiza,  in  medio,  tu  tliv  "  ad*en*', 
lure"    in    Hudibras.      "  That's  it !    hravo  I    Vn] 
hooked  one  V  he  exclwnied  to  Go1e6eld,  wbom^J 
liovrever,  lost  in  some  metaphysical  dream,  audi 
no  attention  to  the  anglei-  or  his  ccstaay. 
^Bryan  shewed  more  interest  in  tlie  mauer,  and 
ronnd  himself,  barked,  wagged  his  tail,  and  trotted 
up  to  his  master ;  who,  with  the  true  zest  of  on  ex- 
perienced fly-fisbcr,  gave  the  hooked  lish  "  play," 
and  away  it  ran  down  the  stream,  pulling  out  tlic 
whole  Icngtii  of  line  from  the  red. 

"  Come,  tlvai  will  do ;  you  have  pone  far  enouglii 
—9o  iMjw  we  will  draw  you  back,  my  friend,"  saud 
the  angler,  as  he  proceeded  to  wind  up  the  tin* ' 
ag^n  on  hts  reel,  as  he  continued  the  song— 

"A  GOOD  nM«l«  ortlw  finatl  <rool 
With  buchlci  of— tbepurtng^ldi- 
And— Mnl— «lupt,— and — " 
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Iierel  now  I  believe  I  have  you  safe,"  he 
said,  as  be  put  bis  lancUng-nvt  under  the  prey,  and 
brought  it  forth  from  the  stream,  tUipping  its  tail, 
and  0ung  it  on  the  rich  bed  of  gross  and  Bag, 
»panglcd  with  oxiip  and  mallow  flowers,  that 
tringcd  the  margin. 

But  the  angler  had  now  put  on  another  fly, 
"  Ah,  ha  I  I  see,"  he  said  to  himself,  *'  itwy  will 
take  the  'red-dun'  to-day; — or  suppose  I  try  a 
black  fly  ? — no ;  the  weather's  too  hir.  The  red- 
dun  and  ibc  groy-palmer — these  will  *  kill'  to-day, 
aa  sure  as  those  waters  flow,  or  as  that  Golefteld's 
dreams  are  up  in  the  seventh  hcuven  of  nutii- 
physics.  Holloa !  my  frieiid,  my  nivditutivc  spirit, 
how  lores  it  witli  you  ?"  And  as  Iw  tlius  uddreased 
bis  companion,  he  rolled  up  the  capacious  folds  of 
the  fighing-^xKtk,  in  the  various  pockets  of  which 
he  kept  die  different  *  fties,'— while  the  bard  re- 
turned answer — 

"  Oh  J  well, — very  wdl  I"  jost  raisiog  his  head 
to  reply,  as  be  dropped  it  again  to  look  on  (lie 
paper  on  which  lie  was  writing. 
'  "  Oh !  be  'a  giving  bhlb  to  some  poetico-meta- 
physical  crotchet  or  another,  I  see,"  said  Esdalle, 
"  so  I  wont  disturb  him  in  any  dreams  so  precious. 
Lie  down,  Bryan  ! — down  I — and  now  for  it 
again." 

So  Mying,  lie  once  more  nm  his  fly,  adroitly 
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RiAkiog  it  light  on  a  dark  spot  of  water,  qntte 
underneath  the  nverftrchtng  dmib  and  mnk  Ecdge 
ibat  thrust  itself  forward  over  ih«  current. 

"  'llijit's  it — ilmt  will  ilo — M»ftly — a  little  nearer' 
thb  vay — sofily,  or  its  wing  will  be  wetted — there 
— ihfre— so— 

■  Cmltr  ih«  frcrawood  Itee, 
Who  lorca  to  d««ll  wiU)  me,' 

There's  one  rising — 

'  And  tun*  hi*  caeny  noie 
DnW  iho  (wwt  birdV— 

Hush  ! — no— he  has  darted  ofT — 

'  Uaio  Um  cwmi  hM't  thimu' 

That's  itf— «hl    Ttc  got  you  tlii*  time;"  umI 
ngain,  ns  tlw  lish  toiz«d  the  fly,  he  gave  it  play, ' 
and  drew  it  up  at  length  in  triumph  119  bcfiire. 

In  this  matmer  did  lie  continue  for  sumu  little 
time  prnctuing  hit  angler's  ernit,  until  he  luul  Uid 
three  brace  of  the  tpoited  waier-quany  on  (he 
gross  hcd  of  the  bank.  And  now,  fbiding  Ute  poet 
had  regained  bn  legs,  arrested  liis  fleeting  litotighu 
on  paper,  and  embodied  his  meditations  iu  wHlIuf^  ■ 
he  put  op  bis  tackle,  and  proceeded  with  bun 
on  his  way  from  the  stream,  towards  the  creek 
whither  we  left  Woodstand  on  his  nny  to  meet 
ih^ni. 
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•'  A  cltormiDg  morning'i  sport  I  bave  bad ;  this 
'  nxlHliin'  luu  don«  wuii^vrs  for  roo  I"  he  said, 
holding  up  at  theuune  time  lus  landing  oel,  where 
the  char  vn-jef.  iii;po«itcd  on  some  net  moss  and 
brxwd  leaves  of  th«  vrutcr-lily — a  "  dvatb-vouch" 
worthy  of  ibem, 

**  Yoti  liave  intleetl  been  successful.  I  have  ito 
patience  for  sucli  a  pursuit  as  angling,"  replied 
llie  iMrd. 

"No;  because  instead  of  iHwking  a  fuli  and 
letting  it  run  witii  ^"our  line,  you  would  be  yourself 
'booked,'  ami  run  away  wit]i  by  snine  far-feiche<l 
fiiiicy,  which  might  well  mnlte  yuu  forget  your  liti«v 
when  you  tbrgot  even  tliv  grouiKl  on  whivh  you 
were  standing!" 

Golvftvld  Uugli«d  at  the  Doctor's  usual  banter, 
la  lie  replied-— 

"  No,  DO !  if  I  took  the  rod  and  line  in  my 
hand,  my  soul  would  be  in  the  sport  as  certainly  aa 
that  my  form  would  be  glassed  in  the  wave  over 
wbid)  I  stood.  If  It  wcr»  not,  I  should  not  Iibtv 
to  eomplaiu  of  want  of  patienoe^  because  I  slxHild 
in  that  case  forget  the  occupation  of  angling,  and 
be  amused  with  other  thoug)it£ ;  bnt  1  fear,  when 
1  did  tliink  of  it,  I  should  lack  patience  to  pursue 
it  in  the  exemplar^'  way  in  which  you  do." 

"  This  is  always  what  people  say  wlio  do  not 
understand  the  angler's  *  gc«tlv  art ;'  you  admire 
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my  patience,  wilhoul  considering  that  by  superior 
skill,  a  good  ongter  improves  the  time  which  a  haJ 
or  inexperienced  angler  loses.  The  last,  indeed, 
iias  need  of  patience ;  because  be-  catdies  w  few 
fish,  and  his  'bites*  are  so  *&r  between,'  through 
his  own  want  of  address  and  judgment  in  the 
craft." 

"  WeD^  lliere  is  much  truth  in  what  ymi  say, 
and  jxjur  reasoning  may  apply,"  oontinoed  the 
banl  in  moralizing  vein,  "  to  half  ilie  comploinu 
in  die  world,  on  the  score  of  success.  Hierc  »  a 
want  of  address,  or  requiiQie  talent,  or  knowledge, 
or,  yet  more,  the  improvement  of  favourite  oppor- 
tunities, that  forms  too  often  the  real  secret  of  ^ 
ill  Jbrttinc.  I  Miy  that  tills  is  oflen  the  ctue, 
though  not  ulwHj-K,  since  it  need  not  be  ^>ecincd 
how  frequently  very  superior  merit  even  is  nc^ 
leeted,  and  '  produoet  no  fniit,*  not  throogh  its 
own  fault." 

So  ^xike  Golcfield,  while  his  companion  stiU 
looking  with  complacency  at  the  contents  of  hts 
landing  net,  proceeded  with  bis  wonted  epicuresa 
gUStO' 

"  Come,  I  think  I  have  secured  for  us  no  on- 
acceptable  addition  to  our  day's  banquet.  After 
nil,  nty  phikMoplter,  it  puts  a  man  much  in  good 
humour  with  himself  iind  all  tilings  around  him,  to 
find  himself  seated  down  (lowly  and  grovelling  con- 
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lidentlion  as  you  eateem  it)  to  a  good  rep«st,  to  a 
more  than  ordinarily  ioviting  specimen  of  the  crea- 
ture comforts  Ueavca  has  bestowed  on  us.  Com*:, 
confess  it,  all  elher,  all  *Jervidus  aer,'  as  you  are." 

Golefidd  smiled,  and  only  cxdaimed  to  biinself, 
*'  Epieuri  de  grtgt !" 

"  Besides,"  added  the  physkian,  vnth  due  ear- 
nesiiuss,  "  char  is  such  a  wholesome  dish." 

GolvJtcld  luughvil  outright  now,  as  he  exclaimed 
— *'  Ah  t  Doctor  Etdaile,  or  Doctor  Epicuru*,  I 
sec  you  ar«  recurring  to  one  of  the  '  golden  rule*' 
of  your  CWe  de  Sanli !  Fof;give  me,  however,  if  I 
should  suggest,  with  reference  to  this,  that  your 
fluttering  tlw  appetites  of  your  patients  a  very  much 
like  n  writer's  flattering  the  less  worthy  passions  of 
his  readers,  in  order  to  achieve  (if  so  he  may)  po- 
pularitj-." 

*'  Nay,  nay,  you  are  hardly  fair  on  me.  1  only 
Batter  live  appetites  of  my  patients  as  a  channel  by 
which  to  adtninisler  to  their  indsposiiion,  either  of 
mind  or  body.     I  find  it  by  far  the  most " 

— "  Pahitable  course  I "  interposed  Golefield, 
iBDghing. 

"  Ay,  and  the  most  cfficocinus  no  less.  1  con  only 
say,  that  if  I  am  wrxmg,  then:  is  yet  scarocly  one  of 
my  patients  who  woiihl  not  exclaim,  a*  Cicero 
does,  only  putting  '  I-jdailv'  lur  '  Plato* — you 
know  tiu>  passage." 
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"  Nwnely,  '  that  ihcy  w-ould  ratlier  err,  uc- 
conling  to  jrour  **  golden  rules,"  than  go  right 
according  to  the  prescriptions  of  tho  rest  of  the 
liicultj-.' " 

And  here  both  onr  pliilosophcrs  joinod  in  the 
merriment  th«t  tlic  above  condudon  justly  ssiic- 
tiontil ;  while  C>olc-fi«Id  nilded — "  It  is  well  you  nrc 
candid  vnuiigh,  bnn-cver,  lo  ucknowledgv  the  pooi- 
biltly,  nt  least,  of  error  in  your  'niblime  systeni ;' 
iind  if  Mr.  Howbig:^n  were  h«re,  1  can't  help 
thinking  you  n-ould  hear  him  muiier  out  somethmg 
about  'placing  t!ie  cart  bctbre  tltc  horse,*  as  re- 
gards otJier  little  points,  too,  of  your  code.  What 
say  you,  most  siigc  Doctor  V" 

"  Oh  I  my  worthy  patient,  Mr.  Hovdiiggen,  speaks 
as  his  spleen,  not  his  reason,  dictate*.  Uc  amuses 
mo  much.  He  goes  ont  of  his  way  to  he  uncandid ; 
and  Hgainot  his  own  conviction,  I  am  confident," 
(continued  the  I>octor,  with  humorous  self-oom- 
placency,)  "opposes  my  plan  of  healing  the  physi- 
cal ailments  Jirti, — helbre  I  hope  to  relievo  the 
jaundice  of  the  mirul ;  for  it  is  this  he  reqnins  of 
mc.  Bless  me,  he  knows  as  welt  as  I  do,  only  hf 
wont  acknowledge  it, — with  whnt  dilTerent  eye*  a 
man  views  all  arotind  him,  when  Ins  bodily  health 
is  more  oonftrmcd.  tvvrybody  but  himself  will 
odcnowlctlgc  this;  fur  us  to  more  abstruse  meta- 
phytical  questions,  which  (he  subject  might  sanction, 
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I  leave  Uiow  to  yountelf  and  Routlimore.  So  to 
reluni  lo  Uie  Mvoury  point  frooi  wlitch  wc 
started — nainelT,  the  'dooe'  which,  according  lo 
my  ^golden  rules,'  1  shall  prescribe  to  yourself  aixi 
our  exccllGiit  host,  Woodsland.  I  mean  these 
splendid  chw  for  dinner." 

And  lie  Iicid  up  the  [anding-D«t  as  he  regavded 
the  fish  cmbcildod  in  the  moss.  "  Ab,  I  wish  we 
had  Oertradc  Wctlierby  here  to  arrange  them  for 
■asf  aa  she  did  for  Colonel  Itcnnvore  ami  myself  die 
first  vvming  I  luid  tlic  pleasure  of  falling  in  with 
him.  I  am  quite  disappointed  tJiat  he  could  not 
join  our  party  ben^  and  heartily  glad  shouki  1 
be  were  he  amongst  us." 

**  Should  you,  indeed  I"  exclaimed  n  voice  pro- 
ceeding from  sonic  person  iKhind  him,  which  nindc 
the  Doctor  and  Goleficld  both  look  round  to  we 
who  he  <ns  ;  when  they  rccogniwd  ih«  tmiu  of 
tlieir  friend  Woodshind,  who  had  now  jusl  emerged 
from  the  tlitcket  that  cloUieil  the  brow  of  the 
slope  overhanging  the  little  creek  or  bay,  ai 
which,  by  diHvreiit  palhS)  llie  whole  trio  had  now 
arrived. 

"So  you  wish  that  Colonel  Hen  more,  as  you 
call  him,  were  here  ? — perhaps  wlien  you  hear  of 
him  what  I  have  just  heaix),  you  would  wish  him 
away." 

"  Why,  what  is  the  matter  i — wlwt  Iwive  you 
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hviiril  ?"  exdaimed  both  Gdefield  and  EMlaile  ta 
Kurprise. 

Woodslnnd  then  proceeded  to  relate  ibe  intel- 
ligence wliicb  Jock  had  ^vea  him,  concerning  the 
circumstances  of  the  poot-o^e  dilemma,  and  the 
marriage  of  Gertrude  with  the  toi-duaat  Colonel 
Ken  more. 

"  Well,  ot  all  surprises  this  is  tbo  roost  astoiiiih- 
ing!"  exclaimed  Esdsilc,  when  the  aocouni  ma 
finishud.  *'  Wliat  a  pity  it  is  tliat  Ilutlicld  wa»  ever 
educated  so  well  ss  he  certainly  must  have  lieen, 
in  hb  csrlicr  days,  since  it  has  to  much  coatributed 
to  his  power  of  passing  hinudf  off  as  a  *  genile> 
man.'" 

"And  with  $uch  complete  sucoesB,"  r^icd 
Woodsland ;  "  but  they  say  be  u  a  gentleman 
by  birth, — though  who  his  father  is,  is  unknown ; 
though  some  uy.  and  he  himself  favours  the  belief, 
that  he  is  a  scion  of  a  certain  noble  house." 

"  Yes,  I  have  heard  the  story,"  said  Esdaile ; 
"  at  any  rate,  on  the  strcnglli  of  dm  pcrsuaakNi,  be 
bore  tlie  name  of  the  family  for  some  time,  and 
gained  unlimited  cmlit  by  means  of  it,  both  in 
London  and  Dublin,  some  time  ago.  A  pretty 
'bait'  to  hold  out  to  be  sure;  and  men  seem  to 
have  been  mere  *  gudgeon*'  in  hb  liands.' " 

"  Indeed,"  said  GoleJieltL  *■  I  really  rf^^ret  the 
man  is  not  what  he  ptuaed  himself  off  as  being ;  tttr 
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a  more  agreeable  comp«nkin,  or  a  more  sensible  and 
rcnily  geiuleimuilike  inaii,  I  never  met  wiib." 

"Youwoald  baie  liked  him,  I  am  conficieni," 
said  Esdaile,  looking  round  to  Woo<lii)aitd ;  "lits 
oonversatwn  was  particularly  plea^ng ;  nothing  of 
(tie  opposition  or  argumentative  style  in  it  But  it 
DOW  strikes  me  as  being  artful,  for  it  was  a  style 
of  indirect  flattery — of  petite  and  delicate  Insinua- 
tion. It  was  gracefully  deferential,  wiilwul  ap* 
peering  at  all  to  Batter  the  self-love  of  the  person 
he  addressed." 

"  There  certainly  must  have  been  great  ehann 
in  his  cotivcrsalion,"  replied  Woodaland,  "  if  it  was 
such  as  you  describe;  and  really  1  regret  I  had  not 
been  introduced  to  this  potiic  '  Colonel,'  who  ap- 
pears to  ItaTe  played  his  part  so  adroitly,  and  with 
such  oddrefs;  for  I  had  often  wished  tn  see  Hat- 
field, since  his  acts  have  made  his  name  so  bruited 
about  of  late ;  and  I  may  add,  bia  »uf>erior  manner 
and  style  no  lesi  so." 

"  I  cannot  help  smiling,"  relied  Esdaile^  "  at 
tbc  amazement  this  ducovcry  must  have  occa- 
soned  our  worthy  friends  nt  Ilowbiggen-house  and 
Bhtcktani.  Oftrn  hut)  ihcy  wished  <  to  see  flat- 
field  :'  little  did  they  drcnm,  when  tliey  expressed 
the  wish,  that  he  wa«  so  near  them  1" 

"  Anil  perhaps  they  may  Imvc  reason  10  wisli 
yet  that  they  never  had  seen  liim;  for  who  knows?" 
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said  Golelield,  **our  *  gctiU«inan '  ma;  have  beai 
prnctistng  his  knack  at ' ooimtfirfiMt'  at  die  expenae 
of  >oine  of  them  V 

"I  &l)ouI(l  not  be  surprised,"  replied  Eodaile; 
■<  and  if  I  remember  rigbt.  there  was  some  little 
'  bet'  between  bcHie&t  Lawlon  and  the  '  Colonel,'  (rf 
which,  be  assured,  we  have  yet  to  bear  the  result;" — 
and  Esdaile  lauglied  at  the  ibougtit  of  the  prombed 
denouement  of  this  bttle  taysury  smongst  olben. 
**  But  whom  Iiave  we  here,  approaching  us  io 
such  a  hurry?"  he  added,  as  his  merriment  sub- 
sided. Indeed  all  rkiblc  propensity  was  cut  short, 
by  the  ptirport  of  a  lelier  which  was  now  put  into 
his  hand  by  a  messenger  from  BUcktam,  who 
had  repaired  to  Grasmcre,  where  Esdaile  was  aa- 
journtng  witli  Woodsland,  and  having  been  di- 
rected onwards  to  Windermere,  bad  aceonlingly 
repuirixl  thitlicr  to  find  him.  Esdailc  lost  no  lime 
in  perusing  the  letter. 

*'  I  mu»t  lean:  you,"  he  exclaimed,  to  his  Irieiwb 
WoodslantI  and  GolcReld,  witli  much  concern  in 
his  countenaiuse,  "wittiout  any  delay:  this  letter 
states  that  Miss  Ltwton  is  senoaiiy  ill,  and  my  me- 
dical services  ai<e  required  as  speedily  0.1  ponible." 

"Indeed,  I  am  most  sorry  lo  learn  thi«,"  ex< 
clfiiniccl  Woodsland,  while  Golefiekl  aUo  expressed 
hii  regrets;  "  pray  mention  my  oonoeni,"  con- 
tinued WoodsJand,  "  for  his  daughter's!  illness,  to 
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my  worthy  fri«nd  Lawtoa  ;  and  since  it  appears  I 
miKi  lose  yuu,  IXxrtcH-,  why,  all  I  can  say  is,  <  may 
nil  good  angels  wail  on  yoa,'  and  prosper  your 
endeavours  to  restore  your  fair  patient." 

So  (Saving,  the  two  hanh  took  leave  of  the  phy- 
siciaO)  who,  getting  into  thv  rahick  that  the  servant 
Troin  Blacktam  had  ready,  and  drawn  up  close  hy 
in  the  high  road,  lie  hiuftily  drove  olT  to  Gruiin4.T<.-, 
<l<>fre<l  hia  angling  tlrvw,  and  tl>ei)  prucccdvd  on- 
ward to  Blacktam. 

The  two  "  Cienii"  did  not  forget  il>eir  estimable 
epicurean  friend  when  at  dinner ;  tlie  char  he  had 
provided  for  their  entertainment  contributed  lo 
bring  him  back,  with  savoury  memento,  to  their 
minds. 

"I  trust  sincerely,"  said  VS'oodsUuid,  "  he  may 
meet  with  his  usual  success  in  restoring  Miss  Law- 
ton  ;  for  *  droll'  though  be  b  in  character,  and  ori- 
ginal in  his  treatment,  jx-t  \m  is  gvncmlly  successful 
in  'curing,'  rather  than  'killing,'  his  patients, 
which  is  so  hnppy  n  variety  )ti  tlie  practice  of  me- 
dicine tltat  no  wcHuler  it  tenders  liim  popular !" 

"  I  dare  way,  if  tiie  irulh  may  be  said,  lie  never 
felt  a  more  painful  interest  in  any  coie,  throughout 
the  wliole  course  of  his  practice,  than  in  the  present 
one." 

"  Ay,  I  helic^'c  I  have  discovered  lliat  it  is  true» 
what  people  have  whispered  about,  that  our  gtxid 
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Triend  Esdailc  has  a  thought  one  of  tliete  dnya  of 
*  proposing'  to  Mia  Lawton.  He  U  o«  terms  of 
much  frivtulship  with  herself  and  her  father." 

"  Pour  girl !  I  much  fear  her  present  iUnea*  is 
the  result  of  the  shock  her  spirits  must  have  sus- 
tained in  learning  this  afialr  of  UstGcld ;  for  sbe 
had  most  wrtainly  conceived  an  aUnchmcnt  for 
him,  and  no  small  one  citlirr,  us  *  Colonel  Itcnmorc' 
and  her  father's  guest.  It  was  pluin  to  permve 
it,  and  wheii  I  told  tlie  poor  Doctor  what  I  bad 
observed,  not  tlie  wan  hue  of  the  inside  of  those 
alder  leaves  under  whicit  Ive  stood  angling  was 
paler  than  his  cheek." 

"  Well,  well  f  he  is  at  any  rate  rid  of  the  rival 
who  was  so  dangeTX>us.  But  poor  Oe^nJIh:^  We- 
therby  !  I  fear  it  wiJ]  be  some  lime  before  die 
will  recover  the  shock  this  aflair  must  liave  occa- 
sioned her,"  said  Woodsland. 

"  Upon  my  word  it  is  a  serious  matter ;  1  fee) 
for  tlie  poor  girl  with  all  my  lieert,"  replied  tlie 
benign  Qoleficld;  "and  Fcnton,  too,  who  cherishes 
her  as  hu  own  dungtttcr,  lio  must  be  seriously 
affected  by  iliis  uul  business.  I  shall  lose  no  lime 
in  looking  in  at  Lorton,  and  oRti-ing  what  poor 
consolation  my  pre<enoe  may  ponibly  oJIbrd  bim." 

Thus  conversing,  their  colloquy  being  engrossed 
by  the  topics  of  alUabsorbing  iniLTvst,  whicli  we 
have  heard  them  descanting  on,  tlie  brother  bards 
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gat  u^tber  and  mused  oa  all  the  chaocea  and 
marvels  which  throng  the  romance  of  re^  life  mwe 
singularly  than  even  that  of  fiction. 

"  Ay,"  said  Oolefieldt  in  reply  to  a  remark  of 
Woodsland  to  this  effect ;  "  real  lifbt  out-romances 
romance  I" 
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"  Whaitvtrcomai,  my  hnrt  shall  icink  no  more  t 
And  jtl.  I  know  nor  wlijr,  jroui  wonU  sUike  chill. 
How  bbc  and  cold  Mcm  «II  ibiogt  P 

Snitixr. 


CoKSiDeHiNO  how  much  Laura  Lnnton  bad 
been  hurt  and  ptqucd  at  witocssing  the  attentions 
paid  at  the  Regatta,  by  her  (itthcr's  late  guest, 
to  the  humble  though  lovely  hcllc  of  the  "  vil- 
Ingeric."  it  lias  by  no  mcaas  awnkcncd  our  surprise 
to  hear  of  the  tniHsposilion  which  had  o<xnsione(I 
the  ntteiidance  of  Doctor  Esdaile.  We  remember 
that  sive,  togetlier  with  Mr.  LawuMi,  hnd  takao 
leave  of  the  festivities  previously  to  those  disdo&ures 
which  had  addetl  so  serious  and  extraordinary  chA- 
racter  to  their  interest ;  nor  did  she  go,  without 
being  su)»equently  misse<I  by  tlial  observant  and 
"  livcly-wittcd"  lady  who,  on  her  arrival  with  Mr. 
IIowl»ggcn  at  the  scene  of  festivities,  looketl  roand 
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the  first  thing  for  ih«  I^wtoiu.  Not  firuling  them 
liowcrcr,  shv,  with  a  laudubte  daire  to  supply  to 
them  ample  intelligence  of  all  the  intVTesting  events 
ihey  had  fuitcd  to  witn«s*,  lost  no  time*  after  the 
festivities  wci'c  over,  in  hiuiieiiing  to  Blacktam. 

Not  more  eager  was  Miss  Ilowhiggcn  to  cn- 
lighta)  liieir  ignorance,  than  to  ligliteii  her  own 
boaom  of  the  weighty  matter  it  yearned,  m  in  the 
instance  of  Midas's  wife,  to  be  reliered  of.  The 
verj'  next  day,  then,  the  carriage  was  ordered  forth 
for  Blacktarn :  and  if  Misa  Ilowhiggen  had  been 
hitherto  anxiuiB  (or,  as  her  brother  would  term  it* 
•'  fidgety  ")  to  pour  forth  tlic  contents  of  ber 
budget  before  licr  friends,  the  Lnwtons,  the  more 
so  was  she  now,  nnoe  llie  news  of  the  marriage,  had 
been  just  lidded  to  lier  stock  of  intelligence. 

"  How  will  l^ura  be  surprised  when  iJic  hcanof 
it  I"  slie  exclaimed ;  "  will  it  nut  lutonish  her  I 
And  what  lliough  it  may  occasion  Iwr  perhaps  ii 
little  pein,— considering  tlie  impre«^on  this  very 
insinuating  person,  the  stii-ditaai  CoImi«I,  assuredly 
made  on  her, — yet  it  is  as  well  the  knew  the  truth 
at  once.  It  must  come  to  her  ears  sooner  or  Inter; 
and  besides,  if  a  little  shock  miiy  ]u>s>ilily  be  occa- 
sioned at  tirst,  it  ot^ht  to  i>t'  relieved  by  considering 
wltat  an  escape  she  has  had  1  Indeed,"  continued 
■ho  fair  spinster,  witfa  amusing  self-complacency, 
"  we  may  both  be  Oionkful,  for  I  confess  this  Colo- 
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nel,  lu  lie  called  himself,  and  ss  l>e  appeared  to  bCt 
wiLt  not  altogether  without  making  some  slight  im- 
prestion  in  his  favour  on  myself  too."  And  here«  if 
the  humorous  rmdLT  plcnsc5,  he  may  imagine  her 
blii^ing  at  tlic  "  soft  confession." 

Willi  these  considerations,  tlien,  in  licr  toiad, 
avniy  she  went;  rut  tlie  kwt  cause  of  her  rcstles»- 
nes  tKing  her  apprehension  lest  heradf  should  not 
be  the  tirsi  to  inipari  the  ititell^ence.  Her  tlioughts 
fiir  outran  the  eairiagc  wheels,  and  eagerly  did  she 
alight  when  they  iit  lenji^th  placed  her  before  the 
portico  of  Blacktnrn.  On  entering  the  drawing- 
room,  »he  was  nil-anxiety,  after  the  prdtminary 
salutations  between  herself  imd  Mr.  and  Miss  Law- 
ton,  to  hinnch  the  subject  uppermost  in  her  mind. 

"  You  have  not  heard  the  ncm — have  you  ?"  she 
inquired,  nnxima  to  ascertain,  in  the  first  Jnstaoce, 
whether  any  une  had  anticipated  her  in  imparting 
the  intelligence  which  she  w  hoped  to  be  the  fore- 
most In  communicate.  .She  was  soon  set  at  rest  oo 
this  point,  by  the  vacant  counlemmce  and  anoon* 
scions  innocence  with  which  Mr.  Lawion  replied— 
"  No  ;  what  news,  pray  ?" 

"  Oil,  Uien,  you  have  not  beard  it?  I  have  so 
much  to  tell  you  that  I  scarcely  know  where  to 
b^in.  Oh '  [  am  so  sorry  you  did  not  wait  a  little 
longer  on  the  island.  It  would  have  been  well 
worth  your  while.    My  love,"  she  continued,  oh- 


JAMFS  lUrriKLD. 


St 


I 


niptly,  to  Idiura,  "  how  pale  uid  unweU  you  took." 
T)tcn  reliimtng  to  (he  subject  which  so  much  en- 
grossed her — "  Yc*.  1  am  so  sorry  you  did  not 
stay.     You  lost  so  much  by  running  Awny  !" 

"  Well,  well,"  interpooetl  Mr.  I^wion,  anxious 
lo  Slop  UiU  sireftni  of  lantalization,  fur  »uch  it  was ; 
**pray  luive  the  kindness  to  inform  ua  what  ail  this 
was,  of  so  much  intereai,  that  Laura  and  myself  lost, 
by  leavinf;  the  island  wltcn  wc  did. — Abera !"  b« 
added>  looking  seriously,  firat  st  Miss  Howbiggen, 
and  then  glancing  nl  Laurn ;  "  for  my  part  we  both 
of  us  considered  we  iijid  bod  quite  enough  by  the 
time  when  wc  went  awny. — Aliem  !"* 

Laura  slightly  coloured  attd  looked  aude,  as 
Mt&s  Howbiggen  (urnnl  her  eyes  scarcliJngly  uii 
her  countenance,  wliilc  at  tlic  same  time  slic  con* 
tinued — 

•'  Well,  then,  it  appears  you  ha»e  not  licard 
about  tlte  marriage  I" 

"  No ;  what  mai  riagc  7"  said  Mr.  Lawton.  "  In 
the  neighbourhood,  was  it  ?" 

"Ob,  yes;  it  took  place  not  far  off!"  replied 
Miss  Howbl)^en,  hwking  significantly  at  Laura. 

"  Let  us  bear,  pray,  all  about  it,"  said  Mr.  Law- 
ton  ;  '■  for  you  arc  fcnious  for  hearing  all  matters  of 
local  interest — ahem  !— before  any  one  else." 

"  We  sball  be  gind  to  hear  it  ?"  add«l  Laura  to 
her  fatlier's  words. 
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"  Shall  yoii?"  replied  thdr  unuiizing  intbrmant, 
sjmpcrinj;  nnil  fHirsiog  up  her  niouili,  with  a  signi- 
ficance  !»  her  look  truly  irrilaiiiif;  lo  the  impa- 
tience of  Mr.  Laivion,  and  in  which  the  gentle 
Laura  was  uot  allogetlier  wiilmui  concurring ;  and 
reasonably  so,  considering  the  subject  was  one  so 
justly  calculated  lo  inleren  ladies. 

"  Who  should  you  suppose,  now,  the  lady  is  ?* 
salt)  Miss  Ilowbig^^,  determined  to  enjoy  a  little 
whili;  lon^r  lite  suspense  and  sumiise  of  those  she 
adilrntscd ;  even  as  a  cat  playG  with  a  mouse  before 
site  pounces  on  it,  and  rids  it  o(  its  pain  bencaitt  her 
fatal  clawK. 

"  I'm  sure  I  can't  tell,"  was  die  reply  of  Mr. 
I.awton,  waxing  (to  the  delight  of  Miss  Uowhig- 
gen)  more  and  more  fidgety;  which  effect,  ia  di»- 
coiiifiting  his  usual  solemnity  of  bearing,  rendered 
him  mure  than  ordinaiily  droll  in  her  eyes. 
"  Perhaps,"  ho  added,  smiting,  with  a  good  humour  , 
that  at  the  same  time  did  him  credit — **  perlnpa 
tjic  bride  is  no  other  than  yourself  I" 

"  No,  indeed,"  die  replied,  with  a  somewhat 
iudignaat  tois  of  ihv  hi-nd.  *'  I  iliank  hcavcu  that 
/  have  escaped  at  lent; — bttt  who  would  have 
tliought  it?" 

"  Oh .'  you   thank  Heaven  jwf  have  escapod," 
rcjoiood  Mr.  Lawion ;  "then  it  should  appear  that : 
the  gentleman    (whoever  he  may  be)  wot  au  ack' 
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■  ^iK.     So  my  sarmiic  mtglu  jmmhiy— 
BV«  be«n  right  I'  he  mUM,  Umikiag,  wiiJi 
'  aaitt&ciion  at  his  own  sagadtjr,  fint  il 
vbiggen  and  then  at  l^ura,  on  wliaw  1^ 
I  wiu  pUyin?— perhafM  of  kind  ooogrwuria- 
t  fair  spinster's  "  acxpc," — perlMp  umIi. 
a  certain  il«frree  of  BmumMnt  «C  ber 
•hewD  ibc  hod  couidcnd  beneir  dm  'n 


Who  can  the  bride  be?"  thoaf^ 

f  nn  over  in  her  niiud  all  the  ooonirjr  bete  iba 
,  from  Penrith  to  Keswkk,  and  from  Appkbf 

KentUl. 

*•  Wuli,  then,"  replied  the  relenting  wpiwOMW,  at 
act,  "  I  will  keep  yon  in  soKpence  no  longer." 

And  indeed  ibewaiM good  M  ber woni;  (or,ii 
i^ahe  had  been  tardy  and  tanuliimg  hMuno,  \ht 
now  ntade  ample  aoMnd*  for  tfan  painfully  kcrping 
ber  intenera  on  the  ient»4ioolcs  of  eKpeclation,  bj' 
ponrir^  forth,  a*  TaM  » the  ooold  pn  it  iin<iia«u, 
the  6ood  of  ringnlar  bicidsitu  wbicb  had  been  |NBt 
in  her  bosom,  and  to  which  the  bad  todaed  baigad 
to  yickl  a  wnt.     Harinp;  (trM  aatiified  iben  that 
the  liride  wu  no  other  t)»n  tba  Btatitj  of  IVinii 
mere,  she  proceeded  wiili  the  oOiar  purtim  if  tfv 
story  ooniMWled  with  thn  main  dremutanoe.  Ihr* 
prise  fuUtiwfsl  qtiidcly  on  siirpriMt  aid  HHn 
did  she  give  her  lu-nrcn  lime  to  exproa  Ibiir 
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toniahnumi,  bs  sbc  rapidly  hurried  ihcm  froin  the 
poet-oCBc«  to  the  lake,  iind  ihen<:e  to  the  church  ftt 
Lortoa,  and  the  circuimtancM  nttcndant  oa  tbc 
scene  in  thnt  Mcrcd  spot. 

On  tlie  coiiclusiion  of  Miss  Uowbiggen's  tiBm- 
tiTc,  there  was  a  pause  for  a  few  momenu,  during 
which,  as  you  might  see  by  bb  c<>uutenance,  (be 
storm  was  gathering  strengUi  in  Mr.  Lnwtoa's 
bosom,  ere  it  gave  itself  vent  in  wonts.  At  length 
lie  exclaimed — 

*'  The  atrocious,  ontrngooua  rascal  I  So  we  have 
been  liArbouring  no  oil>er  than  UntlichJ — tbe  noto- 
rious llatfield — all  this  time.  I  an  ovcrwbelnied 
with  astonbJiment  I — t)>e  platHible  villsio  t — tbe 
good-for-nothing,  insinuating,  too  guilty,  becanae 
too  agreeable  rascal!  —  the — ilie— "  nnd  hem 
turning  round  to  Laura,  and  wiutessing,  from  tbe 
coming  and  fading  hues  on  her  cheeJc,  t>»c  stmggls 
that  was  pusing  in  her  bosom,  he  continued. 
"  Ah,  my  deor  child,  I  don't  wonder  nt  your  bdng 
a  little  inoTed, — 1  loo  am  utoved,  much  mo\-cd, 
mywir.  To  hold  this  perwm  in  the  estimation  1  did, 
us  a  man  of  birth  and  distinction,  and  high  cbara^ 
ter,  and  to  witness  with  ap{>robation  the  attentions 
be  paid  nty  daughter — all  this  may  well  move  tne 
as  a  father,  to  find  how  grossly  I  hare  bnui  de- 
ceivod,  and  my  child's  affections  been  tampered 
with." 
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But  here  poor  Laura's  feelings  goi  ilie  Iwtler  of 
lier,  and  despite  all  the  endeavour  to  suppren 
tliem,  especially  in  the  presence  of  Miss  Ilowbig- 
gen,  they  ftMind  vent  in  the  lears  thai  forced  ihem- 
utves  from  her  eyes.  Her  father  meaname  con- 
tinued— 

"  Well,  well,  child  I  I  (hiii't  wonder,  ]  repeat, 
at  your  being  n  little  mored, — so  am  I  too ;  but 
every  other  feeling  in  your  mux),  no  less  than  my 
own,  muKt  yield  to  indignation." 

"  IndiiTerence,  indifference, — say  rather/'  re- 
plied Laura,  as  she  stood  looking  out  (or  rather 
pretending  to  do  bo)  at  tlie  window,  endearouring 
to  conceal,  as  best  she  might,  the  conflict  in  her 
bosom,  where  the  feelings  of  partiality  that  had 
been  recently  fostcreil  bnltlL-d  linrd  against  the 
condcmruition  that  wax  now  challenged  to  crush 
ibem.  Little  fell  die  the  indillerence  site  i^ke  of. 
She  endeavoured,  in  contiii  tuition,  to  turn  the 
oooiae  of  remark  from  henelf  and  her  own  feeling* 
to  thoM  of  another,  for  whom,  as  one  of  h«r  own 
sex,  and  in  a  certain  degree  a  sister  sufferer  on  llie 
present  occasion,  she  might  well  led,  as  she  said, 
"  And  poor  Gertrude  I  1  am  very  sorry  for  her — 
very  aorry." 

"  Ay,  poor  girl  t"  said  Mr.  Lawiun,  "  I  feel  for 
her  from  my  soul — to  be  the  dupe  of  a  swindler  t" 

"  But  then  how  could  slie  suspect,  uuder  an  ad- 
TtiL.  ui.  c 
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dress  so  fiiscinauog— »o  mudi  that  of  apparent 
frankness— ilwu  nny  deceit  could  lurk  ?"  replied 
Laura ;  aiid  »lte  «ddcd,  like  a  true  woman*  "  and 
then,  slie  doubtleu  lored  liim — aiid  was  beloved 
too  by  liini  ?" 

"  There  is  no  palliution  to  b«  ofTurcd  for  the 
enormitv  whidi  ihb  accomplished  scoundrel  (as  I 
must  call  him)  has  oomniitied,  in  ruining  poor 
Gertrude's  peace  and  prospects  V  replied  Mr. 
I^wton,  indignantly. 

"  Indeetl,  it  is  difficult  to  excuse  him,"  interposed 
Miss  liowbiggcn,  who  had  been  for  the  la»t  few 
moments  a  silent  spectator  of  the  effect  producwi  by 
ihepiirport  of  her  intclliffencc,  but  tKiw  again  found 
n  tongue.  "  It  \x  diflicull  to  find  any  excuse  for 
him,  on  llie  pka  tven  of  his  great  love  for  Oer* 
trucle." 

"  Then  be  dkl  indeed  love  her?"  asked  Laura. 

*'  Ha  much  so  that  he  m-'os  blinded  to  every 
keener  sense  of  tt»e  cruelty  of  Im  conduct,  or  if 
noi  blinded,  at  any  rate  loo  much  overruled  lo  b« 
able  to  relinquish  the  poswssion  of  her.  Pbor,  im- 
liappy  girl,  1  understand  she  is  tww  deliriona — 
dangerously  til — at  ^Ir.  Fcnton's ;  she  calb  bim 
her  father,  and  be  deserves  the  name,  from  the 
kindness  with  which  I  am  told  be  is  at  present 
treating  her.  Poor  thing !  the  slory  is  toelan- 
clioly '"  nnd  licrc  she  turned  to  Laura,  "  Yea,  my 
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Jear,  I  don't  wonder  at  your  being  afTeclcd  nt  the 
circumstances;  young  ss  you  tin,  nnd  olive  lo  im- 
pressions, I  don't  wonder  at  your  being  a  tittle 
moved,  considering — " 

And  here  was  a  paiMe  fi>r  n  montent  or  two. 
"  But  I  will  not  dwell  on  lh<  »ijbjcct,"  she  con- 
tinued, seeing  tlial  h«-  expression  of  Kyinp«thy, 
mistaken  in  judgment  as  it  wae,  rather  irritated 
than  allayed  ibe  conflict  that  was  still  battling  in 
her  fair  friend's  bosom.  "  I  will  not,  I  repeal, 
dwell  on  ibc  subjoct,  or  if  I  say  a  word  more  on  it, 
it  will  be  again  nnd  again  to  express  my  thankful- 
ness to  Ilcavtn  at  titc  escape  we  have  both  Iiiid,  in 
not  being  our$clvc«  rlie  victims  of  tlic  arts  of  this 
accomplislicd  juggler." 

Laum's  concern  was  too  great  to  permit  her  to 
smile,  which  she  otlierwbe  uitutt  haw  clone,  at  the 
innocent  ranity  of  her  elder  maiden  friend,  in 
coupling  ihem  together,  as  objects  of  design  as  re* 
gardetl  their  "attractions."  Mr.  Lawion,  however, 
felt  with  full  sincerity  the  self  graiulation  expressed 
by  tlic  amiiil)le  spinster,  and  swelled  forth  with  due 
heartiiwss  the  chorus  of  her  "  oli !  be  joyful,"  »s  lie 
exclaimed — 

"  You  say  rightly,  Mi»  Howbiggcii ;  the  salisfitc- 

tion  wc  ought  to  feel  at  tlie  eicape  we  hare  had  in 

not  being  linked  with  the  '  kilb  and  kin'  of  this 

too  dexterous  and    plausible   adventurer,   dwold 
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banish  every  more  kindl;  and  plcasiog  remem- 
brance  in  lib  fnvour  that  migtit  cbonce  to  whisper 
(o  us  of  the,  ccrUiinly,  agreeable  itocieiy  hv  nfTorded 
in  himMiIf.  You  say  quite  rigklJy  ! — we  have  had 
a  grutt  etcape, — a  merciful  escape, — and  I  cuniu4 
be  too  thankful  for  it." 

"  Only  fancy  I"  cxclaimisi  Miss  Howbiggen  to 
Laura,  and  still  aniusinj;ly  keeping  up  tbe  plu^j 
ral  pronoun,  "  if  we  Iwul  not  escaped — if  eilh« 
of  us  had  in  a  hapless  nramcnt  been  led  to  the 
altar  by  this  accomplished  dissembler,  what 
numlwr  of  titles  or  denominations  we  should  Inxre^ 
gained  by  this  alliance  I  as  many  as  the  '  aliases' 
the  gentleman  tuu  gone  by — a  catalogue  as  nume- 
rous, though  not  quite  so  dininguished,  as  an  An 
trian  duchess's.  Let  me  see — 'we'  might  httV 
boasted  the  names  of  Mrs.  UatScld,  the  Uonour- 
ahlc  Mrs.  Mannent,  the  Honourable  Mrs.  Hope, 
the  Honourable  Mi^-  Renmore — bless  met  we 
shoidd  have  been  overloaded  with  '  liouours.' " 

And  lu  slie  nmited  in  naming  this  '  honourable' 
catalogue,  she  tneil  lo  awnkcn  a  smile  of  chberfuj* 
nesB,  with  her  i»uid  good  iiiilurc,  (lor  she  bad  no 
malice  at  heart,  or  spirit  of  calumny  in  her  gossip- 
ping  characteristics,)  on  the  brow  i>r  Laura.  At 
the  same  lime  Mr.  Lawton  asked,  "  And  pray 
wImii  afiirr  id!  it  the  '  genilcmanV  real  name— his 
right  designation  ?" 
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"  That  I  can't  tell,"  replied  Miss  Ilowbiggeii ; 
<*  for  though  it  is  gpncrally  luppoecd  to  be  flaiGeld, 
yet  it  is  nlM>  saki  lliis  nnmc  vru  merely  thnt  of  a 
person  who  brought  him  up,  and  gnw  him  the 
rodimentii  of  that  education  which  his  own  talent 
sn<l  love  of  mental  improvement  liav«  since  ma- 
tured. Hie  name  of  his  parents  he  is  said  to 
have  discarded,  after  having  run  away  from  them 
in  early  boyhood,  and  to  have  ever  since  called 
himself  by  the  adopted  one  of*  IIatG«td.'  Such  is 
tbc  report,  according  to  some !" 

"  The  truth,  liowever,  must  at  no  very  great 
distance  of  time  trancpirc,"  observed  Lawton,  "if, 
M  you  relatc^i  to  ut,  ibe  officers  of  justice  were  to 
elote  upon  him.  Escape,  one  ^ould  think,  must 
now  lie  impoiaihle." 

*'  But  he  did  escape,  did  lie  not':"  asked  Laura, 
eagerly,  of  Miss  Uowbi^en ;  "  you  did  not  say 
that  be  was  octusllv  taken  7' 

m 

"  No,  not  actually ;  but  tlicre  appeared  cvwy 
probable  chance  (luit  lie  spcfilily  would  be.  Cer- 
tain, howe\-cr,  it  i»,  that  when  titey  fiuicied  they 
had  only  a  atep  or  two  round  a  oortter  to  make,  in 
order  to  secure  him,  he  hod  suddenly  disop- 
pearect" 

"  Delinquent  ■«  be  may  be,  yet  one  is  almost 
tempted  to  Iiopc  he  may  escape,  he  is  so  clever," 
Laura. 


8D 


ADVENTURES  OF 


"  Your  sex  is  generous  indeed,  and  rorgiTing,' 
said  Mr.  Lawton ;  *'  but,  really,  iliouf^i  ws  some 
limes  feci  inclinn)  In  hope  that  great  iiif^muity  ar] 
cleverness,  la  its  stteuipu  at  escape^  may  Ik  gucc 
ful,  yet  the  danger  to  wciety  in  such  n  person 
this  being  at  Inrge  prevails  in  making  us  trusts 
stop  mny  be   ptit  to  bis  too-succeKsTul  system  ttf 
frauds.    Nn  ;  I  cannot  wiab  thai  he  may  escspcr 
he  is  no  common  ilelinquenL" 

"No,"  replied  Miss  llowbiggeo;  "an  mucdio* 
mon  one ;  but,  I  dure  say,  by  this  time  more  new» 
has  been  gleaned  of  his  movemeiits.  t  &hiUl  not 
pass  through  the  village  of  BuUermere  without 
ordering  the  carringc  (o  stop  while  1  make  inquiries 
whether  sucli  is  the  case  oi-  not.  1  wiUi  libo  to 
learn  how  poor  Gertrude  is — I  trust,  not  woms  V 

So  saying,  she  rose  from  her  seat  in  order  to  take 
her  depnrltire,  liavjng  now  fully  accomplishctt  her  r 
commission  in  coming  to  Blacktam.  tier  but^ec 
of  intelligence  being  emptied,  she  was  forthwith 
animated  with  the  laudable  wt^i  of  ptitting,  if  she 
oould,  a  new  slock  into  it ;  so  begging  her  frirnds 
Kfr.  Lawton  and  Laura  to  give  herself  and  Mr. 
Howbiggen  the  pleasure  of  their  company  for  a 
few  days,  whenever  it  Khoitld  be  convenient  to  iheni' 
to  come,  in  onler  that  they  might  talk  over  all  the 
interesting  circumstances  of  wliich  their  ncighhour- 
bood  hail  been  the  scene,  slie  look  her  Icmtc. 
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As  sh<:  wltlulrew,  *h4i  sgiin  b^rp^Mt  Iaum  ia  tliink 
of  "  tlicir  l)U[)py  e»aipe,  and  not  reveri  lo  atij-  1cm 
welcome  recollections ;  though  U  was  no  wonder 
she  wiu  «t  present  a  iillle  moved,  coiwiAn'iyr^— * 

Laura  answered  her  hy  a  faint  Entile,  and  felt 
no  small  relief  when  the  door  had  cloeed  on  Iter 
talkative  friend,  who,  in  spite  of  the  kindly  and  en- 
couraging ^mpnthirs  slic  hud  expressed,  had  been 
found  on  the  present  ocauiun  a  Utili:  too  painfully 
communicative. 

Though  I^aiira  f«lt  do  less  than  Miss  How- 
biggen  tluit  site  ha<l  reosun  to  congratutuie  lier^elf 
on  the  "  escape"  upon  which  that  lady  had  been  so 
clo(]ue[it,  yet  it  was  <liiiiciilt  for  her  to  divest  her- 
self  at  once  of  tliose  feelings  of  interest  whidi  had 
been  filtered  in  her  bosom,  and  which  might  ivell 
be  supposed  to  occasion  her  an  atUiitional  struggle 
to  that  which  i>he  had  already  experienced.  It 
was  difficult,  we  repeat,  lo  crush  at  once  the  feel- 
ings thai  had  been  suffered  to  gaiui  ns  we  bava 
witnessed,  too  much  strctiglli  foi*  her  peace. 
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CHAPTER  UI. 


■'  Ha  pnjrvtk  tet*tu  IncA  bM  ; 
For  the  d««r  God  wlw  kmth  n, 
lie  mule  and  lovclb  all." 

HnTMsor  Tim  Akcivvt  Masimxb. 


MiHS  HowuiuGES  (lid  not  fnil  to  institute  the 
Inquiries  she  linil  propoK-J  mnking  on  her  wny 
tlirotigl)  the  villugc  or  Biiitemivrv ;  bnt  to  ber  dis- 
appointment, nothing  further  could  as  yet  be 
elicited,  ail  regatxied  tlie  fate  of  eitlier  the  hero  or 
heroine  of  the  painful  romance  of  which  tlialneigh- 
bourhood  hod  beeu  the  scene.  She  tliei^lbre  pn>> 
ce«dcd  home. 

Wc,  however,  must  linger  on  the  spot,  in  order 
to  bear  witness  to  the  scnxuliwi  occasioned  through- 
out tlu!  "villngeric"  at  llie  singular  and  bitter 
catastrophe  that  had  taken  place  In  l)»e  fortunes 
of  iu  fiivourite,  no  less  than  "  flower,"  Gertrude. 
There  was  but  one  feeling  «wajr«i  ll»e  rude  bo- 
soms of  iu  humble  denizens.     That  of  pain  and 
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regret  that  poor  Gcrtrwle  should  not  hnve  met 
wiih  a  better  fate  in  ilie  dispoMil  of  her  hand. 
Such  was  the  universal  senlimeiit  felt  slid  ex- 
pressed ;  her  storj-,  meantime,  being  dressed  ii[» 
widi  such  nd»citii)Ous  colouring  as  is  ever  giv«-n  by 
the  riidc  lovers  of  the  marvellous,  in  relating  nny- 
thing  "  new  or  strange." 

Universal,  did  we  call  this  fcvting  of  kindly 
sorrow  ?  Ik  it  poKtibIc  there  could  have  been 
one  who  did  noi  piu-(ictp«tv  in  it  ? — one,  too,  wlwm 
we  should  suppose  otigitt  to  liiivi;  frit  ii  mo<re 
poignantly  ihan  any  of  Iter  neiglibcHin  ?  Is  it 
possible,  we  ask,  rhat  in  her  Iwsom,  anger  and 
di«atisfaction  at  what  she  termed  lier"stiS'-necked" 
chihi't  want  of  dulv  and  obedience  to  her  wuhec 
shoultl  have  prevailed  over  tliose  sentinient!)  of 
regret  and  sorrow  that  every  one  besides  herself 
experienced  ? 

Such,  hoH-ever,  was  tiic  case.  Mrs,  Wclherby 
was  intlexibic  in  her  dcicrmination  to  steel  her 
breast  against  "  the  disobedient  gencmlioni"  as  she 
bn<l  learned  to  say,  in  the  canting  langungc  of  the 
conventicle.  TIiih  did  she  evince  how  much  n 
false  sense  of  religion,  so  fur  fnim  correcting  and  im- 
proving  ilie  lieart,  only  renders  it  more  harsh  and 
ungenr-rouii,  in  the  sour  dogmas,  and  austere  no 
less  than  narrow  prejudices,  with  which  it  warp« 
the  feelings.  Mrs.  Wetherhy,  however,  in  view- 
c  3 
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iitg  the  matter  in  llie  light  she  didt  only  coiuidercd, 
and  certainly  with  diit  consislency,  that  she  wo» 
acting  according  to  ihv  dicliitcsuf  the  most  itiu- 
^irit  of  reli^^on. 

Indeed,  llie  best,  most  (U)iinblc,  nnd  most 
tolcniting  dt*]H«ition  natiirnlly,  could  not  fail  uf 
being  wiirp«il  and  vitiutetl  by  a  systenx  of  bigotry 
Midi  as  tliat  to  which  datne  Wetherfay  liul  (nr 
>o«i«  time  past  ttubitcribed.  She  did  tiot,  however, 
cherish  sentinieiitit  lo  harsh,  yet  so  strictly  con> 
formable  to  what  site  deemed  religion,  without 
finding  that  they  were  oppuecd  by  those  who  took 
a  dinV-Ticiit  view  of  both  religion  and  fcvling;  wbo 
considered,  in  fact,  tliat  want  of  charity  (to  ny 
nothing  of  maternal  compunction)  was  imt  only 
repugnant  lo  religion,  but  to  nature.  Her  con- 
demnation of  the  mitn,  abo,  on  whom  her  lucklcM 
daughter'^  aflVclioitK  nml  hand  Iiod  been  bestowed, 
was  unlimited ;  but  he,  too,  appeared  to  have  some 
one  to  say  a  word  Rir  him,  us  will  be  more  n^ 
parent  from  the  tblioning  conversation. 

"  Ah !  M[^.  Wvtiicrby,"  said  a  venerable  old 
man,  who  wm  seated  oppo«i(e  her,  with  &  half- 
filled  can  in  his  hand,  al  (he  IVareller's  Itcst,  "  take 
my  woi-d  for  it,  tltat  what  is  a  man's  distiny  there 
»  no  avoiding,  do  what  you  wit),  ilc  was  bora  to 
it — be  was  born  to  it ;  there's  no  BToiding  a  ouin's 
destinv." 
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••  Mike,  Mike — "  for  tlic  reader  lias  ali-cadyper- 
ceived.  fi'om  the  tone  of  his  obscrvnlioii,  ihiit  it  was 
Mike  who  had  just  luldrcssrd  Iicr,  anil  wlmtn  site 
thouglit  it  prtidcnt  always  u>  conciliittC)  \K'uig  ii 
liilic  nrraid  of  hiin— "  wlwt  ik  the  d<Ktriiie  you 
advnnee?  So  you  wmild  uttempt  to  exctise  a  man 
for  hU  villany,  by  taking  tlie  blame  oQ'  bis  shoulders, 
and  making  him  the  mei-e  insiruinent  of  Fate .'"' 

So  said  Mra.  Wetlierbyi  whose  •' ortlK>doxy," 
shocked  as  it  was  by  the  tendency  of  tbe  ancient 
niariner'i  rcnutrk,  will,  in  this  respect  at  least,  find 
the  balance  of  approval  on  her  »ide,  however  tnudi 
bigotry  and  false  notions  of  religious  duty  mighi 
hate  generally  warped  her  feelings  in  other  re- 
spects, and  as  regards  licr  daughter.  Mike  rcplieil 
laconically — 

X  Ay,  I  «-ould  !     A  good  ileal  T 

"  A  good  deal,  say  yuu  Y  You  tamt  place  tlte 
blame  entirely,  or  iwt  at  all,  <m  this  '  de^iity'  you 
speok  of,"  said  Mrs.  Weiherby,  ugbing  deeply,  as 
expressive  of  her  horror  md  dissent  at  the  old  sea- 
man's words.  "  Rat  you  geniletnen  of  tbe  sea  are 
very  superstitious,  I  am  told,  and  so  I  don't  much 
wonder  at  your  speaking  as  you  do.  Hut  for  my 
jKirt,  I  maintain  tliat  if  we  ore  free  agents " 

"Jf!"  interposed  tlie  Iteatlienish  mariner,  chuck- 
ling forth  tl»e  liN'polbeiic  mm losy liable, as  be  gbticcd 
m  look  of  mingled  cocnpttssioii  and  contempt  at  the 
demure  wid  orthodox  landlady. 
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*'  I  tnaintnin,"  cuiiiinuetl  tlte  dAme.  *'  that  our 
owa  bad  propciixi ties— our  owu  wiirully  turning 
aside  (o  deeds  ctT  vk-e  nnd  dbtlioiHiur— make  ut 
iniquitous,  uhI  made  tirut  muii  ao.  I  will  not  b«ar 
uf  itis  being  foroetl  into  evil  ways  by  untoward  eir^ 
cumstimcc^  I  say,  be  miglit  have  esdiewed  evil," 
added  tlic  goodly  dame,  "  if  lie  had  pleased.  Uut 
no ;  hi:  loved  evil  ways ;  and  if  lie  is  to  be  banged, 
as  1  nothing  doubt  but  that  he  will,  he  deserves  h 
richly." 

Slic  Kpokc  with  a  fervour  worthy  the  most  entliu- 
tiaxtic  lub-orator  from  the  time  of  Prynnc  to  that 
of  Henley,  uikI  from  Henley's  to  llut  of  her  friend 
the  pwutlo-pncncliPT,  Qtisndish. 

"  lie  is  not,*  slw  continued,  "  inony  way,  Uiat  I 
se«,  to  be  exculpated — a  gooil-fur-nolhing  csst- 
away  ! — the  deceitful,  *  painted-skinned'  vi|>cr,  ay, 
verily,  thiit  has  stung  ux,  whi-n  we  dierisheil  him 

even  in  our  bosom! — the  villain,  I  say  ! — the " 

"  Fic  !  fie :  Mrs.  Weilierhy  !  It  is  not  for  mr, 
now  your  daughter  liea  ill  and  wretched,  to  my  • 
wxird  10  vex  your  feelings.  The  Power  of  Mercy 
above  us  forbid  t  Dut  it  would  be  its  wvU  (pray 
excuse  me,  daine)  to  have  a  little  more  tbrliearing 
spirit  towttrds  the  man  on  whom,  at  least,  your 
danglilei'  deeply  and  tenderly  (aliltough  unhappily) 
placed  Iter  affectiotu,  though  he  might  indeed  be 
untbrtunaie." 

"  Unfortunate  ! — yoa  astonish  me  Mik«.  to  talk 
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SO.  What !  does  religion  teftdi  ux  lo  linvc  fur- 
bearance  for  a  villain  like  this? — yon  put  mc  oat 
of  nil  pnticncer 

"  What  doc*  the  sacred  Teacher  himself  sav?" 
replied  Mik«,  wItoM  cnlmiKffs  uF  manner  was  Hin- 
gulariy  contrasted  with  the  zealous  and  irate 
looe  of  the  more  ortliodox  dl-'ptitant;  and  jf  the 
colour  in  her  cheekit  had  liecii  exctied  hitherto,  tt 
Icindlod  into  a  yet  deeper  scarlet,  as  Mike  continued, 
with  a  look  of  signi5cance  tliere  was  no  mistaking, — 
"  Why,  lie  says,  *  Let  those  who  nre  without  &iu 
cnKt  n  Ktonc.'  1  liarc  ssid  enough.  The  casesare 
oot  quite  pflrallcl,  perhaps,  but  ihc  general  leseion 
ts  forbcjirancc  and  k>[>dncss.  Now,  only  think  of 
your  poor  daughter,  whom  tltcy  say  was  positively 
frigiileiied  into  this  marriage  wiili  HittfivUI,  because 
sliv  shudtlerctl  at  the  prospect  lo  which  she  was 
being  driven,  of  nn  alluuice  with  that  loatluome, 
Liiuitliotis,  nqjrobate,  that  yet  more  (lo  ttse  your  own 
'figure)*  viper,' in  tite  shape  of  man — thatQiinndishr* 
"  Mike  ?'  interrupted  the  bigoted  dame,  "  I  will 
be  obliged  to  you  not  to  say  (in  my  house,  at  least) 
.  woni  against  that  good  inui,  who  has  been  doing 
^yet  more  and  more  his  duty,  in  etMlenvoiiring  to  ap- 
prehend a  villain.  Would  he  Iiad  Iwen  succemful 
before  the  fatal  meeting  ot  the  alur,  between  that 
criminal  and  a  daugliter  of  mine !  As  lor  A^r— 
never  shall  she  enter  tliese  doors  again  1" 


38 


AOVENTtniES  OF 


"  And  I  am  sure,  Mrs.  Wetherby,"  rejoined 
MUtCf  rwRg  from  liis  seat,  "  I  net'cr  wbh  to  ctiier 
tbem  Bgnin,  if  you  exprest  yourself  thus  of  your 
child  I  Look  you,  this  is  poor  religion,  for  U  is 
not  charity  I  Who  wiu  Uierc  Uuit  did  not  lore 
her?  (ind  who  docs  not  I'eel  for  her  hut — (1  grieve 
1  xlwuld  he  forced  wsay  it) — hue  yourself?  For 
so  it  Ntiould  seem  to  me,  to  bear  you  tidk  ihus. 
And  yoK,  a  relic/iota  woman,  too,  and  a  •  iiM?etingerr* 
he  added,  with  a  scornful  laugh,  while  Mrs,  Wcther- 
by's  choler  rose  still  highciand  higher,  rath  ur  giving 
strength  to  the  cause  against  herself  tliaa  otherwise; 
since  the  mom;  of  religion  she  exhibited,  so  far  from 
parittlung  of  ttte  furbvurancc  Uiat  more  duly  dm- 
roctcrizes  it,  oidy  evinced  its  worst  feature,  inlo- 
iertuioc  AimI  nsKuredly,  if  there  arc  any  who 
wo(dd  have  sided  with  her,  a  little  wliilc  ngo.  In  ber 
oppoutiuti  to  Mike'K  doctrineof  deMiny,  or  fatality, 
the  t^lex  (it  muM  now  be  confiHsed)  were  turned 
against  ber;  and  the  old  seaman's  view  ofibcques- 
tton  must  be  acknowledged  tlie  raoai  reaiionablr^  oc 
well  as  the  most  feeling. 

"  It  is  the  duty,  I  maiotaint"  rejoined  Mrs.  We- 
tltcrby,  *'  of  every  child  to  obey  her  parenL  And 
it  was  her  duty  to  linvc  given  her  bund  to  the  ex- 
eellctit  persoit  1  had  wished — not  to  tb«  ircacbet- 
ous "  ~ 

"  Trtaehermu!"  iterated  Mike;  "  perhaps 
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'  excellent  person,'  as  you  col)  bint,  may  one  day  be 
acknowludgcd  by  you  ms  bving  as  worthy  the  title 
■  irenclturous'  ns  tlte  man  you  coiulcimi  1  I'osstbly 
yow  miiy  fiiitl  lie  wns  tlte  secret  betrayer  of  u  bene- 
factor, aiid  bad  been  an  accomplice;  for  which 
ream::  he  was  afraid  of  making  a  diKovery  of  Mit* 
field  in  your  bouse,  lest  lie  might  be  exp^Metl  him- 
self; and  (ben  bis  game  of  cndearouriug  to  win 
your  dnugbtcr,  while  be  made  you  a  dupe,  would 
Imve  been  cut  ^ort — ha,  ha  I" 

The  ol<l  man  again  laughed  scornfully,  while 
the  dame,  unable  U>  refute  her  snLiguniKt,  wiu  iitily 
able  to  tell  him  it  was  but  iJuidvr  he  indulged 
in,  as  she  added,  "  1  will  not  beltt^ve  anytliing  to 
monstrous  of  thai  good  man.  And  itappy,  too 
happy  would  it  have  been  for  Gertrude,  had  she 
been  Icsi  of  a  '  stuUwm  one,'  and  listened  unto  my 
words." 

"  Wlinll"  replied  Mike,  wlio  had  now  resumed 
fur  a  moment  longer  his  seat,  since  a  new  impulse 
iy.:d  ixm  given  to  tlte  discussion;  *' would  you 
have  hiT  give  her  hand  even  to  an  unexceptionable 
person,  if  her  Iteart  could  not  go  with  it?  but  to 
sucli  a  baite  being  lu  tliis  Siniinonds — ny,  that  b  bis 
name,  as  you  will  one  day  lenni — " 

But  here  the  old  man  involuniarity  started  as  he 
saw,  or  fancied  be  saw,  the  eJfigics  of  the  very 
being  he  was  speaking  tjf  in  terms  of  such  jtist  re- 
probation.    For  as  bis  eye  by  chance  glanced  In- 
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warJA  t)te  cnseroent,  a  face  presented  itself^  peerir^ 
tlirougfi  iJie  little  diamond-sliapnl  panes,  whaw 
l!vi(l  look  and  sordid  tmiu,  logrilior  with  tlie  aaoiy 
hair,  frcddL-d  fitce,  diHtortM)  moutli,  sunkea  small 
licry  vyt»  lliat  betokened  a  lig«r-like  cnoDiDg 
and  tenxity,  —  that  ooiintennnce  ytt  more  of 
mingled  craft  and  ruffianbin — all,  all,  bviokimod 
the  demon-like  and  luiteful  traits  of  Simmoiuls,  or 
Quandtsh.  T1>e  Toco  was  instantly  withdrawn  Ju 
its  glance  was  met  by  Utat  of  Mike,  and  on  bi* 
hastening  to  the  ca*cntcnt,  he  exclaimed — 

"By  heavens!  it  was  the  very  miscresot  of 
whom  I  was  speaking,  or  tliese  eyes  arc  deceived. 
Maylinp.  through  the  (linmcssof  old  age,  I  may  have 
seen  wmc  otlier  object — it  appeared  to  mc,  how- 
■  efer,  to  prweni  iJie  very  eflSgiw  of  Uic  man  you 
admire  >o,  Mrs.  Weiherby." 

"  Wlwit,  Mr.  Quandisb,  do  you  mean  to  say  ? 
call  him  not  by  such  opprobrious  terms.  But  no, 
it  it  impossible  that  you  should  have  seen  Aim ;  be 
is  occupied  in  the  good  work  of  eadeaTouriiig  to 
arrest  the  steps  of  a  worthless  criminal !" 

"Wei),  I  am  astmiisliod !"  exclaimed  Mike, 
turning  from  the  window  and  naniming  fais  seaL 
"  W'hoevcr  the  pcreon  was  tlint  I  saw,  he  lias  dis- 
appeart-d ;  but  I  could  have  sworn  it  was  the  mts- 
fcreant  himself;  for  talk  of  a  man,  and  he  is  sure 
to  appear,  1'he  nmn  makes  me  ill  to  look  m  him, 
if  indeed  it  was  be  who  was  eaves-drapping  at  the 
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window.  I  ikrn't  wonder  «  pow  dvttr  Oertrode 
loathing  tiie  siglii  of  such  *  being,  wliost-  Jndn 
fnoe  one  can'l  help  lurning  from  with  disgnst  and 
mif^Ting.  I  don't  wonder,  I  repciit,  at  her  turn* 
ii^  from  him  with  terror,  and  the  ntore  to  since  in 
the  person  the  did  turn  lownnk  for  May  and 
succour,  poor  thing,  she  nw  all  that  a  laas's  eye 
might  approve,  nml  licr  heart  too!" 

"I  miut  initist  Ml  hearing  no  more  of  tliU;  if 
slic  K  united  to  him,  kt  me,  »t  letui,  hear  no  more 
of  it,"  said  Mrs.  \\''etlierby,  waxing  ytt  more 
warm.  "  As  for  me,  I  will  not  l>e  seen  to  counte- 
nance such  ileliiMjucnc}'.  Forhi<l  il,  Uearen,  that  I," 
she  continued,  in  a  genuine  sanctimonioax  whine* 
"  should  hold  up  an  encouragement  to  rebellious 
children  to  run  in  the  face  of  parents." 

"  Ay,  ay,  Mr.  Quan<Ush  has  taught  jou  the 
e»Knce  of  religion,  dame,  I  see,  in  these  forbearing 
considerations,"  mtcrposcd  Mike,  while  th«  irate 
landlady  continued — 

"  And  to  think  that  you  at  your  years  should 
hc^d  up  so  mutinous  and  wicked  a  doarine  I  And 
to  go  on,  too,  trying  to  excuse  that  villain — why," 
she  proceeded,  as  a  perfectly  novel  after-thought 
suddctdy  suggested  itself — "  why,  he  owes  me— 
this  Colonel — a  matter  o^  I  dare  say,  iliirteen 
poumb  for  rent,  and  things  supplied  while  he  was 
in  this  Iiousr, — (lol  ■  i»cniiy  of  which  I  shall  ever 
see,  I  will  be  bound  for  it." 
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Mike  oould  scarcely  repress  the  inclination  uw 
wards  rixtbtlitjr  which  lie  f«lt,  tii  this  real  Ittaven  of 
Maminon  oozing  out  amidst  so  much  prctcniktl 
purity  of  religion  and  oonsctentioaMiess.  All 
ruible  propensities,  however,  were  checke*]  by  the 
indignation  (he  generous  old  seaoian  Pel  t  at  so  much 
»ordidnGSS  of  spirit,  that  could  manifest  such  aore- 
neas  on  a  minor  cause  of  complaint,  white  it  prfr- 
leitded  to  be  so  absorbed  in  its  pain  and  reprobation 
of  a  much  grcMcr  «ih1  more  xtrious  one 

"  Yoti  widied  me  gone  a  liule  while  ttgo,""  he 
said,  rising  abruptly  from  hU  seat,  at  lie  plucnl  his 
unfinished  can  oii  the  table  and  knocked  the  %ht 
out  of  hli  pipe,  together  wiih  it«  u^mco  cmben; 
"  I  shall  not  delay.  Wiutt !  do  yuu  talk  of  the 
paltry  debt  your  son-in-law  (for  such  be  b)  owes 
you? — nay,  don't  look  >o  angry,  dame;  you  mnst 
hear  the  name  of  'so4)-in-Iiiw.'  Why.  set  your 
heart  at  rest — I  will  pledge  nty  fkith  for  lus  paying 
you  the  stun.  Heavens !  what  is  religion — what 
is  spiritual  leeltng,  if  it  can't  wean  the  mind  froai 
llie  hankering  after  a  little  worldly  lucre  it  fears  to 
lose,  when  matters  so  much  more  worthy  its  inter- 
eat  ought  to  be  all  in  all  to  it"-«s  a  man  should 
tliink  ?  And  I  tell  yon  again  and  again,"  he  con- 
tinued, as  he  adranced  nearer  the  door,  "  the  dear 
lasB  is  much  to  be  excused,  much  to  be  pitied,  and 
so  is  the  man  to  whom  her  destinies  are  united." 

And  so  saying,  and  witliout  waiting  to  hear  any 
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further  cfliMions  of  [he  lan(lliu!y*s  wmih,  iho  old 
iiiiui  directed  a  glance  of  mingled  tconi  and  indig- 
Diitioii  at  lier,  and  left  the  hoUelne. 

On  gaining  the  outside  of  the  porchway,  he 
looked  round  to  sec  if  he  could  discern  anything 
more  of  the  bvirig  he  hntl  takc-n  for  Quandisb ; 
but  no  form  antiwcriitg  to  itiiit  description  pre- 
sented itsvir,  nii  tlie  old  ninn  laid  to  hiin-irlf  — 
*'  I  muu  have  been  mistaken,  I  suppose ;  and 
the  dame  was  right  enough  in  reckoning  that 
he  was  still  on  the  pursuit  of  the  boy,"  (for  such 
was  the  designntion  that  Mike  occasionally,  as 
we  have  heretofore  witnessed,  applieil  to  Ilat/ield, 
from  liis  remembrances  of  him  as  n  child.)  "  May  he 
ewape — may  b«  escape — is  the  prayer  of  old  Mike. 
But  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  it,"  muttered  the  old 
^an,  after  a  pause,  and  as  he  continued  brooding 
'  h«  thoughts — '*  ia  vain  to  hope  it :  but,"  he 
continued,  as  he  struck  the  staff  on  whidi  he  leaned 
against  the  ground,  "tlie  miscreant  tlint  butroyi 
him,  that  battens  on  the  prke  of  hix  blood, — let  him 
beware  Ituw  h«  crowes  tite  path  of  old  Mike  !" 

So  saying,  while  a  glow  of  fearful  determinnlion 
lit  up  his  ghastly  and  withered  features,  the  ancient 
mariner  sought  the  solitary  retreat  of  his  roek> 
hewn  cell. 
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"Were  erct^  tiagle  Inukooaof  jauicf,  liktlbit  «f  bencro- 
hnce,  omTu)  to  tentty.  this  would  1«  «  Rtore  (imple  *tue  of 
Uw  «U^  and  •ddom  liable  M  fnU  coolrOTcrqr." 

Hche'«  Ehai  on  MoKALSBKTtMUrr. 

«  To  liMp  the  nme  principUinrivnr,  ibeBOBRBlgood  irauU 
r«quir«  that  we  should  gurrroder  ib«  rotibcr  10  juuboe,  UuMgib 
privaie  KnipUa  would  adoioiusb  us  Ml  to  break  our  wai 
wUh  kini." 

pALsr'a  HoaiL  Piitt.ow)pi((. 

Miss  HowBioQEK,  in  returning  home,  did  not 
exactly  find  it,  as  Mr-  Lillynore  »"otild  say,  "a 
bower  of  roses !"  In  n  word,  »lic  was  doomed  to 
encoantcr,  witltout  compunction  on  bis  part,  the 
sotir  triumph  and  rntlieTy  wliich  her  amialde  brm 
tfacr  evinccx!  at  the  '<  diatinguiabed  guest,"  abort 
wliom  she  had  made  "  such  a  fuss,"  having  turald 
out  a  mere  adventurer,  and  an  object  of  Icf^l  pttN 
suit.  In  fact,  the  strain  of  satirical  lannt  which  we 
remember  his  indulging  suluequently  to  tbe  "pon- 
offiee"  dUcovery  had  flowed  on,  unabated,  nay  in- 
creased,  erer  since. 

"He.  he,  )k!"  chuckled  out  the  cynic;  "  I  told 
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j-ou,  }'ou  cotilU  never  know  what  peo|>le  Riiglit  turn 
out  to  be." 

"  You  may  amuse  yourself  as  you  please,"  re- 
plied Uie  forbearing  Hetty,  "  but  it  is  utterly  un- 
just your  pretending  to  flatter  yourself,  by  laying 
claim  to  having  suspected  anything  wrong  about 
the  person  that  was  lately  our  guest ;  and  if  you 
sakl  anything  lu  mc  iti  di^Hirngement  of  him,  or  to 
tlie  purport  you  now  express,  it  urotc  merely  from 
a  love  of  wilful  contriHlictiun  of  myself,  and  from 
no  other  cause  wliaisoevcr." 

To  ihb  very  just  reasoning  it  did  not  suit  Mr. 
Uowbiggen  to  li&tcn,  as  he  continued  to  amuse 
himself  in  the  indulgence  of  his  peculiar  vein  of 
xoor  raillery. 

*'  The  (xtate  in  Caithness — Iw,  he !  I  dure  say, 
IXelty,  you  could  phice  your  finger  on  iltc  prccbe 
spot  in  ttic  map  where  it  is !" 

"  Aiuu»e  yourself,  Mr.  Howbiggen,  as  you  thtnk 
fit ;  but  I  will  maintain,  titat  if  you  had  one  spark 
of  tlte  amiability — ay,  and  brilliancy — tlwt  this  un- 
fortunate perHin  Iul«,  you  might  consider  yourself 
with  much  greater  respect  than  you  are  al  present 
entitled  to  do." 

An  indignant  toss  of  tlie  head  and  glance  of 
reproach  accomptinicd  these  words,  with  ihe  due 
dignity  Miss  lit-tly  Howbiggen  knew  so  well  to  as- 
sume.    Verily,  she  vras  much  vexed  ;  but  she  wis 
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dcstiued  to  be  more  *o,  at  (i«r  brother  still  applied 
the  goad  to  Iter  puti«iicc. 

"lie,  lie,  he  1— the  Htiivrniruble  M.P.I — Ren- 
raore,  of  Claii-rciimDre  1 — he,  lie  !" 

"  Yet,"  exclaiinec)  Hetty,  her  voroe  being  raHed 
to  «  half  scream  under  the  irritation  occasioned 
by  this  proTokiiig  chuckle, — "  yes,  Mr.  Uowbiggen, 
you  might  cousiiler  yourself  lurtnnato  if  you  pos- 
MBed  this  ill-fated  persou's  agreeable  and  enga^ 
ing  address,  and  the  enlarged,  humiuic,  and  fiherd 
sentiments  he  ever  used  to  express.  It  is  a  great 
pity  indeed  tie  ts  situated  nx  he  Is." 

<*  1  told  you  how  it  would  be,"  rejoined  her 
brother,  after  giving  vent  to  his  merriment  in  a 
laugh,  wliich,  however,  induced  a  111  uf  coughing; 
"  but — but — ugh,  iigh,  ugh  I — ^you  see  yon  never 
listen  to  my  wunb.  Sow,  let  me  give  you  a  piece 
of  advice  once  fur  nil :  never  think  of  admitting 
any  one  into  your  house  of  whom  you  know  no- 
thing, however  agreeable  or  engaging  his  addre«, 
ninnncn,  and  conversation,  may  be.  But,  like  all 
women, — ugh,  ugh — you  only  look  at  objects  as 
they  please  you,  witlioutconsidennghow  far  good  or 
safe  tliey  may  be.  Just  as  that  Doctor  Esdailc,  wjtli 
his  Ci>ded<  SoKti,  decbre^i  that  your  liking  a  rland 
b  a  proof  it  agrees  wiih  yon,  and  tl»crvfurc,  con- 
cludes this  sage  epicurean  aiu)  dinlccliciaii,  it  b 
wliolesome  I"    And  having  delivered  hiimelf  at  well 
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his  cougb  would  let  him,  ihc  cynic  mutiered 
out,  or  rather  chuckled  out,  "  Rcnnwrc,  of  Clon- 
Kcnmore  ! — he,  be,  !«: ! — M.P^  et  cclcra." 

"  Dair,  dwir  •  Iwm  provoking  thin  useless  gibe 
it!"  exclaimed  Hetty. 

"  I  always  thaugfat  it  looked  cxld  and  xuwpietout, 
liis  being  90  backward  to  accept  tlie  various  iarito- 
lions  oflered  him,  and  hi:t  ictdlciiig  hImui  the  mfer- 
banks  and  larus,  witli  a  n.-iliiiig  rod  >a  his  hund,  by 
way  of  excuse,  as  it  appears  now,  for  keeping  to 
himseir,  and  out  of  the  way  of  people — I  thought 
it  seemed  odil  and  strange  !" 

"  Now,  you  never  ilwught  any  such  thing,  Mr. 
Howbiggcn  I"  exclaimed  hi«  sitter,  with  all  lh« 
confidence  of  truth  lighting  np  at  once  her  brow, 
and  giving  vigour  to  lier  utterance ;  "  for  what  wm 
h  you  used  to  say  to  roe,  wt>en  1 — yes  I,  nid  the 
conduct  you  specify  was  suspicious?  Why,  you 
n»ed  to  cut  me  short  by  saying, '  Pooh  I  he  isquite 
right  to  keep  to  himself;  ho  docs  not  wish  to  be 
"  bored  1" '  Yes,  nich  was  j-our  elegant  expression, 
and  such  your  argument.  Bui  really,  Mr.  How- 
tuggen,  ynii  hitd  belter  not  talk,  or  exert  yonr 
voice  any  more,  for  it  only  brings  on  a  fit  of 
coughing." 

"  Ay,  this  odious,  detestable  cold  and  cough,  or, 
at  any  rote,  an  aggravation  of  ihcm,  arc  till  I 
gained  by  going  to  tliat  vile  rcgntta.     I  wish  I  had 
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Bttyed  at  home ;  but  a  man  can  never  do  at  be 
pleases — he  U  dragged  here,  and  dra^^d  therr, 
and  draped  everywhere,  at  ihc  caprice  of  others ! 
J  w«nt  to  please,  not  ntyscir— Lordino! — butjour 

Tliis  nmiiible  spccclt  was  icrmmaied  by  anodwr 
(it  of  coughing,  which  prevented  the  nsoctic  soffertr 
from  hearing  Hetijr\  re|}ly,  tliat  he  Itnd  cauf(ht 
die  cold  previously  (o  going  to  the  "  vile  rcgaiu," 
as  be  called  it. 

In  this  agreeable,  amiable  course  did  the  stream 
of  domestic  life  flow  on  for  some  days  at  How- 
biggi'n  house,  or  rather  the  "  villa  Ilowbiggeo,"  it 
»)kould  be  Rinre  properly  as  well  as  classioUy 
callWI.  At  the  expiration  of  llm  iniervid,  the 
period  had  arrived  when  Mr.  Lawton  was  expected* 
widi  his  daughter,  according  to  the  invitation  which 
Miss  Howb^^n  had  so  kindly  given  them.  Mr. 
Lawion  accordingly  arrived,  but  untMXompanied 
by  bis  daughter,  whom  he  deicril)ed  as  having 
been  considerably  indisposed,  but  was  now  better, 
thoiigli  not  quite  well  etwugb  to  accompany  him 
on  his  visit. 

Laura  had,  in  (iiet,  bcfn  more  indisposed  than  she 
was  willing  to  acknowledge  to  her  fatb^;  hot 
under  ihe  superintendence  of  Dr.  Csdaile,  wlx>m 
we  remember  being  sent  for  from  Windermere  to 
Dlacklam,shohad  rallied;  and  herphysictan,  Uiougli 
he  hod  left  tier  much  better,  did  not  rpmil  as  yet 
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paving  ruits  (o  his  fair  scquiiintnnce  and  patient, 
alwut  whom  wr  arc  sure  l>c  fWlnocntninon  interest. 

After  Mt<ff  Howbiggen's  Itind  inquiri<s  concern- 
ing Laura's  h«itllh,  an<i  ihe  ^xpn^tsiiin  of  her  re- 
gret thiti  ftlie  had  been  unable  to  iiocompiiny  Mr. 
I,iivrtnn  lo  »ee  them,  her  amiable  brothtr  greeted 
his  Blacktnrn  guest  in  he  usual  style  of  smir  bnntcr. 

"  Well,  filr.  Lan-ton,  bow  go  on  the  improve- 
ments that  Colonel  Renmore,  your  late  'diatin- 
gniahed  gtie«t '  (he,  be !)  was  to  bare  given  yon  lo 
much  precious  ndvjco  about?  He,  he!  — ugh, 
ugh  1— h«  !" 

The  lord  of  Blacktsrn,  regarding  our  accetie  as 
a  pririleged  person,  sniolhered  ibe  imjMitii^iCK' 
whicli  raillerj-  on  so  sore  a  point  would  have  pro- 
volted,  had  it  pi-oeceded  from  any  on«  else,  and 
replieii  with  all  his  usual  solemnity — 

"  Tlie  improvements, — hah  I  Oh,  thank  you  ; 
they  go  <)n  very  well.  And  aa  for  the  pei-son  of 
whom  you  speak,  and  who  was  your  late  guest  no 
less  than  my  own, — why,  all  I  can  say  is,  lliat  con- 
demn bimas  I  must,  yet  I  regret  be  did  not  turnout 
to  be  the  pcrsoi]  I  at  first  took  him  for ; — ahem  I — 
as  it  Ls  I  belicTc,  wiser  persons  than  myself  would 
have  been  taken  in." 

"  To  be  sure,  to  be  sure  V  interp06e<1,  seriously, 
Miss  Howbtggen. 

"  Ya-as,  wiser  persons  than  myself  would  hare 
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be«n  taken  in  by  liia  superior  ulctren  and  miuuKr. 
And — aliem  *—l  majr  odd,  I  wnc  more  wUUng 
to  mako  ndvimcc*  towanU  his  acqaaintsnoei 
rrom  the  circumstance— ohcm  !— «f  meeting  him 
in  sitcli  society  as  your  own  and  M'ua  iIow> 
biggeo'sl" 

"  'Die  inviting  him  was  her  doing,"  growled  out 
Mr.  ilowbiggen.  "  not  mine ! — ugh,  ugh,  Uf^ !" 

The  energy  of  his  "  disclaimer"  hc«  brought  on 
a  fit  of  coughing,  which  having  Bt  length  subsided, 
Howbiggcn  continued,  "  1  remember,  by-the-by^ 
on  the  occasion  of  your  meeting  him  at  dinner  ber^ 
Mr.  Lau'ton,  the  fellow  luid  the  impudence  to  lay 
you  a  bet — he,  he,  l»e  i — that  *  Uatfield'  would  (brgc 
j-our  hieroglyphic  of  an  autcgraph.  To  think  it 
wm  himself  all  llic  while  that  was  speaking,  and 
not  a  soul  iiupecied  him  I" 

Mainwhile*  as  the  cynic  was  speaking,  Mr. 
Lawtoii  was  proceeding,  with  a  solemn  smile  on 
his  count«i)aitce,  to  take  from  his  pocket  a  pocket 
containing  two  letter). 

"What  have  you  there?"  asked  Miss  How- 
biggen,  with  tlte  laudable  curiosity  that  charsc- 
terieed  her. 

Mr.  Lawton,  in  reply  to  the  cynic  and  his 
sister  ss  well,  unsweretl, "  Yes, — aliem  ! — I  do  re- 
member the  circumstance  you  mention;  and  these 
lettert]"  Ika  added,  turning  to  the  interesting  anil 
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inquiring  Hetty,  "  will  demonstrKte  with  respect 
to  this  same  bet.  that  this  princr  of  tricksters  nut 
only  made  it,  hut  has  won  it  I" 
Id.  "Jsit  pouiblv?"  exclftimcd  Miss  Honrbiggcn; 
**  ob,  pray  let  ut  hear  the  letters ! — I  uin  most 
curicMw  to  hear  tlicm  V 

"  Ahem  ! — you  shall  he«r, — ^you  dwll  Iwar  I — 
One  of  theni  I  reeeiv«()  by  ilie  Cockermoutli  cross 
pott*  will  the  other  it  marked  with  (he  Nottingham 
pdrt-mnrk.  The  fint  is  from  my  banker  ut  Cockcr- 
moulh,  iind  runs  thus, — ahem  !— 


"  Sm, 

'*  At  it  is  not  usual  for  you  to  draw  upon  us 
for  so  large  on  amount  as  that  mentioned  in  the 
cnelosed  draft,  after  tlie  regular  half-yearly  sum  is 
dntwti  out  by  you,  and  the  books  mode  up,  we 
thought  it  right  to  transmit  the  enclosed  to  you,  in 
onler  to  lesni  whether  there  has  been  any  mistake 
eommilted  in  our  honouring  it.  At  the  same  time, 
our  clerks  having  not  the  slightest  douht  but  iliat 
the  hand-writing  was  your  own,  being  90  peculiar 
in  its  character,  tl»ey  were  justified  in  honouring 
the  cheque.  The  writing  appears  certainly,  and 
upon  repeated  examination,  to  be  j-ours ;  at  least 
we  arc  unable  to  detect  any  counterfeit  i  but  as 
there  are  reports  that  you  have  become  acqunintcti, 
together  with  other  gentlemen  in  the  udghbuur- 
d2 
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hood,  with  tlie  iioioi-ious  U.iil)cli],  under  iIm;  name 
vT  Rcnmore,  our  minds  mbgare  u%,  unt)  wa  thought 
w«  wonltl  lose  no  time  in  ridding  (lurvcives  of  an 
unceruiniy  so  unpleasant.  If  it  ultould  t»m  out 
lliat  we  are  right  it)  suspecting  some  fraud,  no  time 
sliall  be  lost  on  our  pan  in  endeavouring  to  appre- 
Iteiid  the  offender. 

"  We  are,  Sir, 
**  Your  obliged,  obedicol  servnnu, 

"  Mahks  and  Co." 


*•  Clinrming! — he,  he,  he!"*  chuckled  and  ex- 
claimed by  turns  the  cynici  to  think  liow  "acnilr" 
bis  poor  neighbour  of  Blacktarn  bad  been  Uup«L 
"  Tliere  can  be  no  uncertainty  in  tl»e  matter, — be, 
he  !  Well,  now  for  the  other  letter~frr>in  whom 
is  that  pray  ? — the  g«'ntlemfln  himself,  perhaps,  di  ? 
' — candidly  acknowledging  lib  dexterity, — be,  lie, 
be!" 

"  Indeed,  yon  are  right  f"  replied  Mr.  Lnwtan, 
not  entering  qniie  so  warmly  into  the  spirit  of  the 
joke  »  his  "  friend"  Howbiggeo. 

**  Admirable  impudence  !— be,  he  I"  exclaimed 
the  ascetic,  coughing  an<l  laughing  by  turns. 

*■  Well,  I'msurersaid  Mi»  Howbiggen,  turning 
up  the  whites  of  her  eyes  in  intere»ting  nmnzemeot. 

"  Well,  let  us  hear  the  letter — llie  best  jnke  I 
ever  beard  in  my  life !— u^,  ugh,  be,  ugh,  ngb  V 
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Accordingly,  Mr.  Lawton,  bridling  himself  up, 
and  putting  the  best  face  he  oould  oa  a  mntter 
where  he  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  Itow  atin- 
pletcly  he  had  been  fooled,  proceeded,  with  im 
"  alMin"  or  two,  to  ruul  Hvi  following : — 

**  Mv    DBA«    SlB, 

'  Huving  left " 

'  •  My  rfftw  Sir  I'— Capital !"  mtcmipted  How- 
bigigru.  "  Forgive  me  for  interrupting,  but  I  could 
not  fiu-  the  life  of  me  help  it.  lliis  Coloiiol  Kwn- 
more,  or  wliutcrcr  he  colls  him«elf,  would  relieve 
one  from  despair  eTcn! — be  b  a  very  prodigy  to 
exciie  mcrriii>ent !  On  my  word,  he  eclipse*  every 
advenlni'er  I  ever  beard  of  yei,  for  ooo!  inipiidence 
and  polite  address, — eh,  Hetty? — ibe  very  Brum- 
meil  of  swindlers  I" 

Mr.  Ilowhiggcn  having  thus  relieved  himself  of 
this  piece  of  half  oommcot.  half  banter,  permitted 
his  sngc  friend  Lawton  to  proceed  wiih  tbe  epiatle. 

«  Mr  t>KAK  Si  a, 
"  Having  left  the  tieighbourhoo4l  of  the  lalic 
under  circumsianccK  which  dnubtlds  ajipeor  em- 
Iiurnissing  and  ngainit  me,  and  being  uncer- 
tain whether  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  nf  meeting 
you  again,  I  l)u>ught  U  but  considerate  to  addreu 
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m  line  to  you ;  m  fact,  I  write  to  let  yoa  know  ihai, 
in  co»!tefiuenc«  of  a  sltgbt  <  stake'  ibere  wa«  lw 
tween  us,  concerning  the  feasibiliij-  of  on«  Mr, 
Hatfield's  conqaering  tlw  difficulty  of  imitstiiig  youf 
signaturci  I  wm  induoetl  to  avnil  myself  of  thftt 
gentleniim's  luUlresii  in  trifles  of  lliis  kind,  lo  ac- 
complisli  the  object  in  dispute.  Happy  nm  I  to 
inlbrRi  you  tbat  he  completely  succeedrd,  making 
me  the  winner  of  the  bet,  the  amount  of  which  (in 
order  to  relieve  you  of  the  trouble  of  tmnnnittiag 
it  to  tnc,  or  my  bankers)  I  applied  for  to  Messrs. 
Bbrks  and  Co.  of  Cockemiouth. 

"  Thinking  there  was  another  little  nJIViir  con- 
nected with  the  rather  hardy  proceeding  of  riding 
ofi*  with  Miss  Lawton,  which  turned  out  also  a  soe- 
cesaful  bet  in  my  favour,  I  considered  it  aa  well 
to  add  the  amount  of  this  last  tronnction  to  that  of 
the  first;  so  that  much  unnecessary  Iroublo  has 
been  saved,  by  making  one  account  of  lltc  (wo 
transactions,  which  ore  now  entirely  settled,  by  the 
clicquc  for  £600,  which  Messrs.  Marks  obligingly 
honoured  at  my  hands.  With  compliments,  and 
be«t  respects  to  Miss  Lawton, 
"  Believe  me, 

"  My  dew  Sir, 

"  Yours  very  faitlifully, 

"J.  H." 
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"  Why,  this  is  better  and  better  I"  excliiimod 
Mr.  Uowbiggen,  nrtih  difficulty  having  restrained 
Ilia  impatience  to  pay  his  doc  tribute  of  marvel  to 
tiie  roguish  accotnplishmeiits  of  the  writer  of  this 
epHSlle. 

"  Why,  whot  is  this  new  bet  ?"  inquired  Miu 
Howbifr^-ii, — wtitfi  Ixtth  bcndf  and  Iter  brother 
were  relieved  of  tlicir curiosity  by  I^nton's inform- 
ing them,  with  b  marvel  equol  to  their  own,  that 
the  light  hnd  now  burst  in  upon  him.  "  Good  hear 
vctml"  he  added)  "  to  think  that  it  was  my  'dis- 
tinguislMd  guest'  hiintelf  lliat  gidlopvd  ofTwith  th« 
^rl  ] — Ay,  h«  played  tlte  same  trick,  now  1  r^ 
member,  in  Devonshire,  and  iii  Ireland  too : — if  I 
liad  thought  of  that ' 

"  Iff  interrupted  Howbtggcn,  " — ay,  but  you 
did  iK>t — liere  i«  the  art  of  the  felbw,  in  ilirowtng 
you  off  ytnir  guard  !  But  let  us  hear  t}ie  story  of 
the '  abduction.' " 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Lawton  briefly  mentioned  the 
circuniuancest  witli  which  the  reader  has  been 
long  iigo  acquainted,  and  was  proceeding  to  uiter 
a  pompous  "  Jeremiad"  on  the  lots  of  a  fine  stack 
of  a  new  kind  of  clover,  in  the  fire  tliat  took  place 
on  the  evening  of  the  abduction,  and  the  sowing 
which  had  been  a  favourite  experiment  of  his  in 
Agricidture, — when  he  was  mercilessly  cut  short  by 
Howbiggen,  and  his  attention  recalled  to  the  letter. 
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"  By  heavens  1  it  is  tlie  momt  arousing  comiDti- 
nication,  lUKlinost  characteristic,  too,  I  ever  htul 
lh«  pleasure  of  bcnring — lie'  hv '.  What  say  vou, 
Uctiy,  ch  ?" 

*'  IndinMl  I  rarely  rerounibcr  anything  to  equal 
itiH  u  pi«ce  of  aasurance,"  replied  lluu  juiikiocu 
and  (Itscriminaling  lady. 

**  To  rob  me,  and  then  renture  to  write  to  in- 
form me  he  has  done  so  ! — it  is  a  piece  of*  *  a'«ur- 
luice'  indeed,  or  sooundrelism  if  you  please,  that 
has  no  parallel." 

"  Vastly  oonudcrate  of  him  to  reliere  yoa  a(  tb* 
iroubli;  of  sending  him  the  money  !"  obsf  rved  Mr. 
Houbiggeti,  citing  tlie  terms  of  die  letter. 

"  Ay,"  replied  Lawton ;  "  if  he  had  not  paid 
liiroself  (which  he  took  good  care  to  du),  be  tnj^il 
have  won  fifty  bets  of  rae,  but  never  >.hould  have 
seen  a  sixpence  iii  paymenL" 

"  Nay,  there  you  would  be  wrong,"  rqoiued 
Howbiggen,  continuiog  bis  soi»ewhal  unpulatiUile 
banter ;  "  lor  he  has  fairly  woo  die  bcls,  ttt«re  can 
be  no  doubt." 

"  Wliut ! — ahem  I"  exclaimed  Lawton,  opening 
wide  his  eye*  in  surprise.  «  What !  is  a  bet  fairly 
won  which  was  won  through  a  manamvre — a  nut 
— against  ttie  hiws  of  tlic  land?" 

"  Of  course  he  has  n  right  to  be  paid  the  be(, 
tbough  you  may  also  hare  him  hanged  for  the  for- 
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gery — to  confine  myse!f  to  the  '  fac-sitnile'  affair 
of  your  hniM  I  writing." 

"  For  shame,  Mr.  Howbi^^cn  !"  interposal  the 
more  scrupulous  Hetty ;  "  this  is  only  arguing  for 
the  sake  of  coninidictiun." 

"  *'  My  dear  Sr,'*  said  Lawlon.  with  amusing 
•olemnity,  "  yon  (lon't  rnlly  mean  to  assert,  that 
if  a  swindler  cnjole*  ni<!  inlo  Inying  a  bet  with  him^^ 
which  lie  M  Uf  win  by  perpetrating  a  crime,  I  am 
bound  in  Iwnour  nr  justice  to  pny  liim  V  and  here 
he  opened  lib  eyes,  niid  looked  first  at  Mr,  How- 
biggvn,  mid  then  at  Hett}'. 

"  To  be  sure  you  tat,"  replied  Howbiggcn ; 
"  tile  xubject  of  the  bet  i%  not  the  fiict  of  crime, 
bat  of  coiiniMfeiL  Tlie  only  qtiexiinn  i»,  liiu 
the  counterfeit  been  !tH€ce««fully  performwl  or 
not?  'Il>e  fiict  to  be  hazarded  iiecnrding  lo  the 
terms  of  the  wager  Itas  l>een  accomplished ;  whether 
it  wear  a  criminal  complexion  or  not  in  the  eyes 
of  society  does  not  alter  the  circumstance  of  its 
accomplishmcni." 

"  My  dear  Sir,"  again  iterated  the  •'  n«tonied'* 
torrl  of  Blackiani ;  while  Miss  Howbiggen  ex- 
claimed— 

*'  My  dear  Tolniw,  liow  can  you  perstft  in  main- 
taining such  a  pmition !"  luiil  then   in  an  under 
tone  she  milled  lo  Lawton,  "  Never  mind  what  he 
says,  lie  (iocs  not  mean  ix." 
D  3 
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"  But  I  be^  your  pardon,  I  do  mean  it  I  fer 
now,"  he  continued,  turning  to  Lawton,  "  suppos- 
ing the  name  to  be  counterfeited  had  not  beea 
yotir  own,  but  some  third  person's,  and  you  had 
bud  a  wager  on  the  circumstanoG  of  its  counterfeit 
being  a  feasibility  or  not;  well,  if  the  attempt  had 
been  succcwful,  and  the  fcwtibility  proved,  you 
would  have  been  entitled  to  win  had  you  wagowd 
on  that  side.  The  mere  qaeaikin  ic — the  feasi- 
bility. Yet  more;  even  auppote  you  liod  laid  a 
wager  that  a  niaii  on  llie  highway  would  cut  a 
throat  the  same  nigiit— 4f  he  does  so,  you  are  in- 
titled  to  win.  It  matters  not  that  the  man  dotenrea 
lumging  for  doing  so;  or  titat  the  subject  which 
tlie  bet  regards  is  abstractedly  criminal  or  roL 
The  feasibility  is  the  only  thing  to  be  coawleral, 
lis  for  AS  aJiccts  the  bet  or  its  claim  lo  validity." 

"  And  this  is  your  real  opinion?"  ashed  Law- 
ton,  still  gaping  with  surprise. 

'*  Of  course  it  is ;  and  any  candid  reosoner 
would  agree  wiUi  me.  It  is  consistent  with  the 
strictest  rules  of  moral  jiutke*  right  reason,  and 
logic  to  boot." 

"  For  shame !  for  shame  1"  said  Miss  Howb%- 
g«n ;  "  pretty  logic,  indeed  I — you  make  Mr.  Law- 
ton  quite  angry." 

"  Oh,  not  at  all— not  at  all  I"  replied  Lawtoa, 
endeavouring  to  maintaiu  his  composure  as  well  as 
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he  cmild,  the  rubicund  hues,  numtitime,  which  hU 
cholcr  hw]  fiushud  his  face  withal  bespeaking  buw 
renily  pnovokw]  bu  wm ;  "  Oh  dear  no  ! — never  was 
more  coo) — tnoru  amused  in  my  life  I"  ho  added ; 
**  but  I  ooiifeia  I  do  not  admire  being  quite  argued 
out  of  my  wita, — ahem  I" 

"  lie,  he,  he  ["  gifted  out  Iiis  antt^oniu ; 
"  but  you  must  be  lo,  I  fear,  in  tlie  preaent  in> 
stancC)  my  good  friend ;  and  I  think  the  Jockey 
Club  would  side  with  me." 

"  1  know  not  what  the  Jockey  Club  would  de- 
cide; but  I  know  which  side  the  law  would  tflke," 
exclaimed  Mr.  I^wiun. 

"  Well ;  (he  gallnni  '  CoIoneV  will  liiivc  law 
enough,  I  dare  my,"  replied  Mr.  Howbtggcii,  '*  to 
satkly  all  tlw  good  foik*  he  luu  ever  exei-cued 
his  ingenuity  upon.  At  any  rale,  lie  hiu  not  taken 
me  ill." 

"  'Hint  may  be,"  observed  Lawton ;  "  but  you 
may  yet  live  to  be  his  dupe  shoul<l  you  ever  fall  in 
hia  way  agaia,  or  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so." 

••  lie,  he,  be! — ugh,  ugh  I"  was  the  only 
answer  of  old  Uowbiggen,  ooughing  and  laughing 
by  tuma ;  ibe  former  aAection,  however,  at  length 
predominating  over  the  last  to  serioukly,  that 
Miio  Ilowbiggi'U  wiw  quite  alarmed  as  she  ex- 
claimed, "  \Vhat  A  drfaillul  Gt  I  dib  is  worse  than 
ever  1  remember  iu" 
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\L.ven  LawtoD,  nettled  as  be  had  been  ut  the 
l{ibea  of  the  cynic  at  liis  expense,  furgol  bis  impa- 
tience, in  tbo  concern  he  now  expressed,  at  wit- 
nesung  so  seiious  aii  attack,  ontl  withdrew  for  the 
present,  while  Miss  Howbigifrn,  like  a  careful 
sister,  poured  out  iturac  "  cmtilgciit  draught"  or 
otbcr,  prcpiu'od  by  her  own  hiinds  for  tlic  invaJid. 

All,  however,  .tlie  guiiied  by  her  aucntion  wa« 
the  following  inenienio,  on  the  part  of  tier  cynical 
brotlter,  on  bis  recovering  lii«  power  of  uuenuicc: 
'*  Ay,  this  accur&ed  cold  and  cough  I  have  to  tliunit 
you  fbr.  That  'gadding'  on  the  Ldce,  (o  plriue 
you,  has  done  it  all.  Iliat  this  t»ngh  will  be  the 
death  of  me  I  mn  certain.  WcMild  to  Ueu^vn  I 
had  stayed  at  home  and  never  come  (all  tlinHJgfi 
your  rccomntendatiun.  mind)  lo  this  vile,  domp-l 
aired,  watery,  ouugh'provoking,  t<tm-swamped  dis< 
trict !  I  am  determined  lo  gu  back  as  soon  as ; 
pocaible." 

"  Well,  well,  my  dear  Tobias,  be  ca*y  !  Yoa 
shall  go  back  as  soon  as  you  pliiute.  I  am  sure  1 1 
nevrr  recommended  your  coming  here  without 
considering  titat  the  beauty  of  tlte  scenery  woalil ' 
be  of  infinite  service  in  interesting  and  relieving 
your  mind  and  xpirits.  But  pray  do  not  blame  rac 
fi>r  being  tl>e  vause  of  the  cough." 

"  Tliere,  now,  you  will  oidy  be  irritating  me. ! 
and  bringing  it  oti  agaiu  by  voiitiudictiiig  tae," 
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replied  licr  amiable  brvthcr;  so  die  prudent  Relljr 
WHS  willing  Tor  once  to  give  up  th«  argument. 
.  Wiilj  rwpocl  to  ihc  impiativnee  now  evince*]  by 
Mr.  Howbtg^n  to  return  hom«,  site  wm  not  uit* 
williii]{  lo  tiuinour  his  proposal  to  that  efToM,  itijice 
the  dreantK  *he  hwl  fondly  indulged  in  at  one  lime, 
of  {Kissibly  "altering  her  maiden  comlition,"  nnd 
adjourning  iiill  fiinlR-r  north,  to  the  highliind 
ne^bboufhocxl  of  "  Clan-rcnittorc,"  with  a  certain 
gallant  colonel,  were  now  «tl  dimpulcd  in  empty 
Mr !  Never  had  iliere  been  in  her  experience  a. 
more  complete  chateau  en  Etpaipu  titan  tlit«  "  Co- 
lonel's" castle  in  "  Caithness." 

Nay*  when  she  considered  bow  constantly  lite 
thought  was  recurring  in  the  present  spot  of  her 
abode,  bow  much  deceived  and  duped  she  nnd 
every  one  else  at  it  had  been,  the  reflection  was  so 
little  flatlcring  to  her  self-love  that  she  mxhi  be- 
came a.%  worm  an  advocate  for  quilting  it  ax  her 
impatient  brother  could  be.  It  was  therefore  not 
many  dayx  Mib«cqnently  to  the  departure  Ixick  to 
Blacktarn  of  their  wortlty  guest,  Mr.  Lawton, 
(who  stayed  but  o  very  short  time  wiUi  them, 
anxious  as  be  wm  to  mtum  to  hia  daugliter,}  that 
titey  took  tlieir  (eave  of  the  lake  country,  Misa 
IIowb^geQ  declaring  "  that  but  for  circtmisiunoes, 
ibeir  sojourn  there  wmild  liave  been  delightfuL" 
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Previously  to  h«r  departitre,  the  hud  not  Giilcd 
to  send  rvpoJiKxlly  down  to  th«  village,  to  inquire  if 
Miy  additkiniU  tiding  lind  reach«(!l  it  r^sixliog 
eitbvr  Hsl(i«)d  or  ha  ilU&tad  bride.  With  respect 
lo  Uic  fmt,  site  was  made  acqunintetl  tliut  Mn. 
Wvtlierby  tuid  received  a  letter  bearing  iit«  very 
came  date  as  ttiat  addressed  to  Lairton,  and  ia- 
closiitg;  that  dame  (he  amount  due  to  her  of  the 
thirteen  pounds  at  tlie  dreaded  lo»  of  which  she 
had  been  so  sore. 

"  Hike's  prediction  to  her  to  that  effect  was  Teri> 
Red,  to  her  surprise,  much  earlier  titan  even  be 
could  have  supposed.  Not  only  was  tlie  ainonnt 
due  inclosed,  but  a  balance  over,  far  exceeding  the 
interest  of  the  sum,  as  a  coiuitWration  for  its  not 
having  been  settled  sooner. 

Thei-e  was  also  addeil  in  the  letter  a  oonfirnM- 
tron  of  Mike's  account  of  Quandisfa,  which  fint 
awakened  n  doubt  in  her  mind  whether  she  h«d 
not  indeed  been  made  a  dupe  by  ilie  pseudt^ 
preaclter,  ilratigh  it  by  no  means  connnccd  her  to 
Uiat  effect ;  sticli  was  th«  blind  confidence  and  re- 
liance she  had  been  accustomnl  lo  place  in  that 
saintly  hypocrite,  and  which  wnt  difficult  to  be 
shaken.  There  were  abo  in  the  letter  exprcsnons 
of  the  deepest  affection  for  l»er  daughter,  ncrom- 
panicd  by  those  of  the  most  painful  regret;  but  m 
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rnr  from  aoAening  her  feelings  either  towantt  ihe 
writer  or  Ciertrude,  this  topic  did  but  lead  iMck 
the  obdunitv  and  prrjudictd  diime  to  tlic  condcm- 
nation  of  the  man  who  lud  instigated  Iter  duugb- 
ter's  disobedience. 

In  occiuioiiing  thin  lust  result,  the  letter  totally 
destroyetl  any  whiiperingx  of  better  coiuidcraiion 
for  the  writer  which  the  dbhiirsemeni  of  the 
tliirteen  pounds  luid  suggested. 

Such  were  the  news  concerning  liatfield  which 
eune  to  tlte  ean  of  Mi»  Ilowbi^en.  As  to  the 
recent  Tillage  preacher,  Quandish,  she  heard  nonC) 
but  that  his  Inte  "  congregation"  had  looked  fur  liim 
St  tike  dioenting  chapel  in  rain.  We  may  be  per- 
mitted to  aild,  that  luiving  pursued  his  enemy  with 
the  ofiicers  of  ju.itice  nortliward  as  far  as  Cnrlisic, 
fae  had  returned  with  them,  having  been  uught  by 
tb«  time  that  their  pursuit  was  hopeless.  On 
their  return  they  look  their  way  through  Butter- 
mere,  and  Quandisli  had  tagged  behind,  licsitntiiig 
with  liimst'lf  wlicihcr  he  should  piiy  dam«  Wetlicrby 
a  visit  and  practise  ou  her  credulity  and  misplaced 
oonlidcitcc  in  him,  to  draw  upon  her  purse. 

It  wax,  in  lact,  during  this  moment  of  hesitation 
tad  uncertainty  dtat  he  lookeil  through  the  ciisc- 

■  meat  of  the  Imstclrie,  m  already  described ;  so  that 

■  old   Mike  was  iwt  decciveil  in  Cmcying  he  bad 
I     caught  a  glimpse  of  lliis  being.     'I'hc  appeumoc 
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of  lite  okl  imtnTteT)  bcwcTer*  had  cliKcomfiinl 
QuanOisIi  much  more  than  Mike  had*  on  bis  pan, 

bcvn  discomrucd  «t  «e«iiig  Qunnditih  ;  for  tUh  basu 
cliarnctrr  wtII  knew  UiaL  Mike  wntiUl  bv  Uiix  tinM 
(lave  expcwed  his  itifumy  to  dame  WciJiorby,  in  the 
coarse  of  ihoae  discussions  which  the  circumstance 
of  hit  tM-ing  ihe  chief  pursuer  of  IluUirld  would 
oecessarily  occasion. 

He  therefore,  on  seeing  old  Mike,  whom  of  all 
ii>en  he  dreaded,  shrunk  back,  and  speedily,  no 
less  than  stealthily,  skulked  away  to  join  bis  oom-J 
psnions,  tliv  officers,  oti  their  vray  onwards  townnb 
London.  He  coiuidcred  that  his  *"  occnpation," 
like  Othello's,  being  gone  at  Bnttermei-e,  and 
the  game,  ns  regarded  Mrs.  Welherby's  daughter, 
Iwing  up,  it  would  l>c  of  little  avail  for  him  to 
remain  tltere  as  a  preacher,  since  be  might  pr 
eisewlicre,  biiiI  poekcl  more  pence  in  places  where 
ihc  population  wii.«  larger.  B<«idc«,  ho  dreitd«l 
the  effects  of  Mike's  exposing  hi>  elunictrr  to  the 
duped  villngers. 

On  all  these  accounts,  he  deemed  it  adviiahle  la 
think  no  more  of  Bailcrmcre ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, to  look  forward  with  alacrity  (o  adjourning 
to  the  meimiwlis,  since  llioi  was  ihc  scene,  be 
considere<l,  to  which  tin  accnmplixiied  ."ulveniiinrr, 
such  aa  Unlfield,  nas  most  likely  ui  shift  his  (juar- 
(«n. 
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Nay;  this  had  beeo  the  scene  on  a  former  occa- 
■ion  of  his  enterprises ;  it  wa«  aa  weli,  (iKrcforc,  to 
look  to  the  chance  of  tracing  liim  through  the 
mazes  of  ihis  great  arena  of  human  action  anil 
human  "  expedient,''  or  kiurerj,  as  anywhere 
else. 

Confirmed  Ijv  the  myrmidoas  of  justice,  bb 
companions,  in  iIiik  n-naoning,  )w  continued  his 
jourii«y  with  tliem  onwards  to  ilie  mighty  modem 
Babd. 

By  a  different  route,  but  to  ihc  same  goal,  did 
our  frteiul*  Mr.  and  Mwk  HnwbJjQgen  urge  tlurir 
journey  ai>o ;  the  fumier  iliMnlisSod  nilli  every- 
thing, and  coughing,  grumbling,  ai>d  muttering 
discontented  musingK  throughout  the  whole  routt;. 
Tbe  only  cirrumstunce  that  app«ared  at  nil  lu  »mu«e 
bim  was  die  ihuiight  how  '*  pour  I^wton"  had 
been  cozened  out  of  Im  cash. 

This  reflection  nwakene*)  a  >our  smile  on  the 
pole  thin  lips  of  the  cynic.  As  for  Miss  Howbig- 
gen,  slie  had  c<iiit>;ntcd  h«iv:lf  with  Itnviiig  gleaned 
tiK  latest  inti-llig<-uc«  ihnt  could  be  obtained  of 
llie  matters  concerning  which  she  )uid  sent  to 
inquire. 

With  rcspeet  lu  her  inquiries  concerning  the 
stale  of  Gertrude,  as  site  had  nut  received  ojiy 
nuKwer  or  infoiination  of  u  more  Ikvtturable  clia- 
ructer,  it  beconiea  our  duty   ik>  longer  to  delay 
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vatisfying  the  reader's  not  unkindly  cariosity  on 
this  subject  in  at  once  proceeding  to  Lorton. 

Tbither,  then,  our  next  chapter  nils  us,  and 
there  Gertrude  had  been,  under  the  fostering  and 
paternal  care  of  the  "  good  curate,"  fixini  tha 
period  when  we  last  took  leave  of  her. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


"  Hi)  word*  diitnrb'd  het  muI  «rtlh  piij. 

All  tiiau^ts,  all  posion),  all  nyitts ; 
WhRtEveralin  lhi»  monal  rnnift; 
All  are  but  miDiaien  ol  lore, 
And  liMd  hU  sacred  ftamt. 

I  cilm'd  htr  hara,  and  she  wai  mlm." 

COLCBIUOB. 


If  Mr.  Lawton  and  dame  Weilierby  liad  re- 
ceived remenibronces  from  our  boro,  it  may  ucll 
be  imagioed  that  the  person  wbo  was  dearest  U> 
his  heart  would  from  other  and  stronger  cause* 
not  be  left  without  one.  Accordingly,  after  tbe 
-japsc  of  liltlc  more  than  a  foriniglit  from  the 
period  of  the  inauspicious  nuptiaU,  a  letter  waa 
delivered  by  the  postman,  addressed  to  the  "  Rev. 
John  Fcnton."  On  opening  it,  the  good  curate 
fiiund  n  note  for  himself,  ncoompanied  also  by  a 
teller  for  Gertrude.     It  nu  u  follows : — 
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**  My  DEAiiRsr  Lore, 

"  I  cnn  well  tniug;inff  the  Murprise  and  dismay 
wliicli  llic  sironj^  and  unfnrttinaiv  occurrence 
tliftt  nuirknl  lite  moniing  of  our  ttiipt!ii!s  must 
have  occasiuiied  yuu.  B:ii)tnii  tlie  remvnibrsnor 
of  ih«ni,  dearest,  Trom  your  mind,  untl  coo- 
fide  in  the  honour,  love,  and  sinc«ity  of  one  who 
is  devoted  to  you— of  one  wlio  is  linked  lo  yon  by 
oil  laws,  divine  Hiid  human  ;  and  who  is  yet  more, 
not  only  determined  (o  make  you  ample  Bntei>ds 
for  all  yoii  have  suffered  oo  his  account,  but  trusts 
to  live  will)  you  in  honour,  security,  and  happiness. 

"  It  U  impossible  for  me  in  the  limits  of  a  letter 
lo  enter  into  ii  full  explanation  of  (he  cruelty,  and 
injuslice,  I  may  add,  of  which  I  am  tlie  victim. 
Were  you  to  know  raore  fully  than  I  have  hereto- 
fore hinted,  that  my  persecution  arises  from  the 
selfishness  and  ingratitude  of  our  common  bone. 
Qnandi:^,  and,  that  culpAbilliy  less  really  attnclfn 
lo  me  than  to  this  basest  of  human  bein^,  vou 
^uld,  I  am  confident,  acquit  me.  The  ben^ 
Mr.  Fenlon,  and  the  no  less  benevolent  GolefielU. 
would,  I  am  sure,  -feel  Tor  my  situation,  and  make 
allowances  for  it. 

"  When  we  meet,  be  assured  ihere  is  no  singlv 
paesagc  in  my  life  that  shall  not  l>e  laid  fully  and 
explicitly  before  you.  It  will  at  pre*em  i^iitify 
you,  my  dearest  Gertrude,  to  know  that  1  nm  in 
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nareiy  and  lionoiir,  ami  only  Kail  till  I  am  milfi* 
cieiilly  secure  in  circuinstances  by  Uie  bonounible 
occupation  I  havo  been  fortunate  eoougli  lo  obiaiD* 
to  relirc  with  rou  from  out  of  thv  ixacli  of  my 
cncmio.  Al  pnwciit,  tJiougli  I  long  lo  tix  you, 
t»  throw  myself  at  your  fed,  «im]  implore  ynnr 
ibrgivviKSR  and  forbcarnncu  for  what  has  pstscd^ 
yet  it  is  ftomu  consoliition  to  ntv  in  abscncv,  to  Uxl 
tlml  in  licing  unilvr  Mr.  Fcnton')!  roof,  you  are 
vtiih  oivc  wtio  loTcs  ond  citertdies  you  a«  )>ts  own 
chilli. 

*'  'i'liis  cotifltU-nHMin  relieves  tne  of  much  ut*- 

rwuHes*  which  wouUI  oiherwitte  be  occauotied  me, 

tinder  the  apprelicnaion  Jest  you  might  be  without 

It  care  and  attention   which    I  feai-  you  must 

'  rcquiri'd.  in  eOKsequeiice  of  the  events  of  that 

ill-litted   morning  wln.-n    I  was  forced    iVom  you. 

Fot'gcl  ihone  painful  circanisiances,  I  again  adjure 

I  ynu-      I  repent,  tluit  all  tltat  appears  at  prcwnt  so 

i  miicl)  againtit  me  ahull  be  removed .  and  satisfac- 

[torily  acoountr<1  Ibr. 

"  If  ever,  my  deore*t  Gertrude,  you  have  seen 
^lu»m  on  my  countenance,  delected 
;  my  heart,  and  have  been  able  u>b<ini»ii 
any  unpleasant  apprelicnsions  these  appearances  of 
conMtou*  pain  might  have  oococioned, — if  ewr, 
tlirou^  my  assurances,  you  have  looked,  once 
Bgaii),  on  me  with  confidence,  cheerfulnras,  and 
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love — do  RO  noiT !  Vovf,  ob,  now,  look  compu- 
skinately  uo  toe,  wben  more  than  ercr  tUv  Ukhi^ii 
of  Tour  renewed  cheerfulness  confidence,  u»d  lore 
will  assure  me  in  the  hopes  1  have  expre&itedi  thu 
we  itliall  ere  long  meet  and  yet  be  happy." 

The  note  to  Mr.  Fenton,  that  socompanieil  this 
Itttter,  ran,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  a  strain  Moae* 
whxt  similar,  (as  in  the  nature  of  things  it  would,) 
as  &r  as  regards  the  exculpatioa  of  tl»e  writer,  and 
his  deprecation  of  the  worthy  curate's  condemiu- 
tjon  of  him,  in  consequence  of  the  fcarftilly  qttv 
tionablc  appearances  that  invested  his  cliaracter. 
It  wont  on  funbcT  to  thank  him,  with  fixlingt  of 
the  deepest  gratitude^  for  llie  kindn«as  be  bad 
shewn,  or  should  shew  to  Gertrude. 

"  Even  were  I  the  greatest  reprobate  on  earth, 
(the  note  proceeded  to  say,)  instead  of  being — at 
I  hope  to  prove  to  you  one  of  these  days — «  moR 
injured  and  unfortunate  man,  enirappeil  and  forced 
into  calamities, — even,  I  say,  were  1  ilw  greatest 
delinquent  on  cartb,  yet,  believe  me,  I  loved  her 
wiih  no  base  or  ungcnerotis  design  I  My  love 
relumed ;  and  when  our  marriage  was 
it  was  to  rescue  her  from  addresses  that  were  lo 
some  to  her,  ait  indeed  you  are  alrcmly  aware.  To 
have  broken  ofT  our  union  would  therefore  have 
rcjidtred  her  wrelchetl.  Consider,  llicn,  the  struggle 
I  mii»t  have  endured  when  any  wheperiogs  warned 
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mc  to  brvak  it  ofT '  At  the  lime  our  union  was 
6r$t  proposed,  danger  stood  akwf  from  ;  me  it  bad 
been  averted. 

"  The  return  of  persecution  was  directed  not 
more  against  m^wir  than  ber.  No  love  of  justice 
on  the  part  of  my  betrayer,  no  criminality  on  my 
part,  ur]ged  it.  No;  it  was  malice,  merely,  agaimi 
myself  and  her.  Had  not  this  persecution  been 
thus  maliciously  renewed,  I  had  cnterinined  every 
(air  protect  of  our  retreating  to  live  in  security 
sftor  our  marriage;  and  even  with  these  encou- 
ragiit)!;  hopes,  honour  whispered  to  me  to  desist 
from  llie  step  we  both  were  anxiouit  to  take — twr 
did  the  stniggtc  of  my  love  for  her,  conihat  these 
whisperings  >o  much  as  the  Uiougfit  of  her  love  for 
me— and  the  ptiin  that  would  be  occiuJoncd  her  hy 
my  standing  aloof  from  the  completion  of  our  mu- 
tual hopes  and  wixhes.  Compassionate,  then,  not 
only  the  struggles  1  Itave  endured,  but  acknowledge 
with  that  candour  ami  bcttcvolcncc  that  charac- 
teriite  you,  how  little  the  persecution  I  have  undw- 
gone  has  arisen  from  any  conscientious  motives  on 
the  part  of  my  betrayer. 

"  I  know  you  will  tcel  for  me.  I  know  the 
kind-henrtcd  Golefield,  too,  (and  to  whose  benevo- 
lence 1  now  also  appeal,)  will  feel  for  m«  on  all 
the  accounts  I  have  slated.  Plead  for  me,  dear 
Sir,  to  iilm.     t  respect  his  opinion,  and  wish  to 
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stand  excused  by  him,  next  (o  ^'ourwir,  above  all 
other  men.*  Kvvfi  nhouUI  thvtv  words  be  uaavaillDgi 
aiid  }'ou  should  still  ttirn  away  from  me  uncoii- 
vbcnl  and  unforgiving— j-el  know,  i  should  »iUl 
revere,  rvspccti  and  love  you.  Gertrude  can  lelJ 
you  this. 

"  Wtutt  secret  and  unexplained  causes  I  tiara 
fur  thus  expressing  m>'ielC  time  will  sooner  or  lattr 
disclose.  At  present,  with  any  unfitvourable 
opinions  of  me  which  you  might  entcrtnin,  I  should 
only  lie  emhitlering  your  feelings  by  aoy  such  dis- 
closure. This  I  liave  not  tlte  callousness  to  do. 
Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  I  may  be  an  unfortunate,  but 
never  was  a  bad  man.  Cul[Kihle  1  may  have  been, 
but  not  naturally  depraved) ;  and  whnlevcr  my  de^ 
tinies  may  he — however  hitter,  however  unhappy — 
the  vrorld  will,  1  think— I  trust — not  let  my  naoM 
be  utterly  condemned." 

"  W'liat  can  he  mean  T*  uid  Feitlon,  as  he  read 
and  re- read  the  paragraph  wliich  expressed  so 
mud)  of  feeling — erf"  affection — for  himself.  A  sur- 
mise arose  in  his  mind,  which  was  however  quickly 
bani^icd  from  tl,  ns  the  words  escaped  his  lips 
hastily — "  Impossible! — impossible]'*  And  then  he 


•  A  curioQi  "  hci*  tH»  in  wr  Iiero*i  Vvaon.  lit  ftlinmk 
in  ihame,  in  ihu  qiancc,  wbilr  in  nth«n,  h«  •ht««i]  liit  nnul 
uMnM  and  uninoto.  Sm,  tod,  hU  leuen  to  llw  Um.  Ur. 
KklnlsoD,  H  Coknel  Hope. 
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lis  attention  to  the  conmlalion  which  lie 
might  bv  aflbrdml  poor  Gertrude  from 
lioth  the  communicatinns  received.  In  hb  usual 
bland  and  foi^iving  maimer,  hti  endcavour<»l  to 
assarv  her  mind  aiid  streii^rtlieii  her  hope,  •'  thni 
ali  mifjht  vet  tie  explained,  all  might  vet  lie  hnp- 
pier  ilian  post  oppearances  had  warranted — that 
the  best  of  ai>  suffer  sometimes  under  adverse  cir- 
cumxianoGs,  and  are  unnble  to  make  good  our 
asniriinces  of  uprigUmess,  ill  the  Euce  of  Musptcion, 
prejudice,  and  persecution !" 

The**  words  were  not  without  their  effect,  iind 
by  the  kindness  of  Fcnton,  she  gradually  rallied 
from  the  severe  shock  i^hc  luu)  mstnined.  The 
vigmir  of  youth,  buoyant  mid  fresh  as  Iter  native 
mountain  bre«W!(,  u]iheld  her,  and  aided  lier  prn- 
gre»  towards  recruital.  The  resources  of  her  con- 
ttitutioQ  supplied  iheir  means  of  restitution  and 
health,  eTcn  as  the  pure  aalient  springs  that  feed 
and  nourixfi  itie  ihin-ty  summer  vallej's.  I  ler  hetiri 
liad  nut  yet  arrived,  either,  at  iliat  hitter  experience 
which  betokens,  by  its  sinking,  that  it  knows  all 
hope  is  crushed,  nnd  that  to  iMy  is  but  a  bDotle!>*i 
struggle. 

Her  confidiiig  spirit  turned  wiili  willingness  to 
her  hadm/wFt  (for  such  he  was)  remonstrances ;  tier 
love  pictureil  him  speaking,  nor  could  *hc  turn  a 
deaf  car  to  the  voice.     Her  heart  strongly  aided 

VOL.   ItL  B 
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tite  efTort  towards  conRolin^  her,  nfTordod  by  tiie 
kind  representations  of  Feiiioii. 

It  wiu  thus  he  reasoned  witli  himself,  in  offering 
them  to  licr: — "  At  nny  rate,"  he  considered,  "  if 
luiv  ftnrful  (ruth  n»nie»  to  light  wliicli  may  exliibil 
eventually  the  most  disoatroiu  onnseqtienccs  a«  re- 
gards her  husband,  yet  it  h  of  littie  avail  to  anti> 
cipate  the  misery  she  must  then  feci.  Let  her 
receive  consolation  and  respite  if  !>h<:  may,  and 
while  she  may;  let  her  raise  the  head  and  emilc 
through  R  brief  day  of  hope,  if  brief  itideni  it  is 
doomed  to  lie.  If  the  danger  and  gnilt  Uiat  imam 
hvv  path  sliull  be  cleared  off,  and  his  Impes  he  realijEcd 
of  escaping  to  live  with  her  in  sccun^,  why^  I  sliall 
have  been  glail,  in  that  event,  that  1  did  not  ocra* 
skin  her  any  unnecessniy  stale  of  previous  suflering. 
No,  no;  pain  sways  loo  much,  in  this  state  of 
probation — life !  Let  us  snatch  ft  respite  Irom  it 
white  we  may." 

Such  were  tlie  benign  consklerations  thai  inOo- 
enccd  Fenton's  effiiris  in  restoring  Gertrude'* 
peace  of  mind ;  nor  were  his  cITorls,  truly  paternal 
as  tlxy  were,  witliout  effect;  and  with  licr  peace  of 
mind  and  improved  .'rtate  of  spirits  ber  tiejdth  aod 
vigour  of  frame  were  aUo  gradually  amend 
Love  and  hope,  too,  secretly  glowed  in  her  boson 
and  forbade  her  to  despond. 

With  rtspcct  to  Feoioii's  feeUnga  ns  regarded 
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ber  husband,  there  was  something  in  that  pcnon 
that  Imd  engngcti  tlw  good  curate  more  than  ordi- 
narily. 'Jliere  wm  h  derLTciicx.-,  on  atfection,  in 
I^imnclil's  manner  lowonLt  hini,  tluil  hud  inli>rci>(ed 
him  in  bis  l>e)iBir,  with  alniMst  u  paterDul  ri-4;ling, 
he  knew  not  why.  Tlicre  was  a  respectful  tender- 
ncsi  in  his  manner,  beyond  that  of  any  mere  ordi- 
nary wixli  to  plea«e,  ur  tlic  mere  address  of  common 
courte^'. 

This  impression  in  Fenton's  mind,  together 
with  tbc  expressions  in  the  letter  addressed  to  him, 
occasioned  him,  when  he  callc<l  tliem  into  consider- 
ation, and  tlwught  of  them  [xigeilier,  u  oertuln  dv- 
frrec  of  ciirioMty  sihI  surmise,  as  we  have  already 
witne^ocd,  that  were  inexplicable  to  him.  He 
could  not,  we  rcpeitt,  help  feeling  u  Mroiig  intcrot 
for  Ilatfield,  whatever  might  he  the  circuiiutance* 
in  wltidi  be  was  placed ;  and  while  be  studied  to 
soothe  Gertrude  in  suggesting  tin:  Itopc  diat  all 
might  yet  be  happy,  be  kpoke  no  less  tltc  secret 
wttfan  of  his  own  heart. 

Scarcely  less  tlian  himself  was  the  benevolent 
bard  Golefield  interested  for  Gertrude ;  nor  liud 
he  beet)  forgetful,  since  liix  return  to  Keswick,  of 
tbc  kind  decLirution  we  remember  hix  making  to 
Wofxishuid,  whom  he  hod  left  at  (irasmcre,  of 
coming  to  Lorton  and  offering  what  "  spirit-bnltu" 
lie  might  to  Uic  ill-died  bride,  ller  beauty,  and 
b2 
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tite  vexadous  unpovtunitii!!.  sii«  hud  been  con- 
straiued  v>  fly  from,  to  tlkc  alliuioe  she  luul  made, 
strongly  inti;rcst(.-(l  ii'u  fcvliiigis  in  \wt  bebalf. 

"  Xo  wonder,"  be  would  saj',  "  she  should  have 
bcvj)  ghid  U)  inarry  n  pcnou  of  (In:  appearance, 
address,  and  aumhitity,  too^  of  Hatfield.  Pixtr 
gill !  Well,  I'll  jiut  step  in  and  ^ee  my  wordty 
neighbour  Feiiton,  nud  ukc  a  turn  wiili  him  op 
and  dovm  Utc  hiwn  in  from  uf  the  panonage  (mumc, 
or  near  my  favourite  *  I^onon'  yew,'  wliich  might 
have  inspired  Young  with  grand  and  gluoniy  «au>- 
ciatiotiK,  enough  for  another  •  Night  Thoughie,'  "         _ 

So  saying,  would  the  bard,  since  we  last  met^^l 
luiti,  wften  Mcp  aside  as  he  passed  (which  lie  frc- 
qucnlly  did)  diitiugli  the  village  of  Lortuii,  in 
tluHw  roiuauiic  waiideringy  wiiicli  it  was  his  plea* 
sure  to  pursue  ilirough  tlie  wild*  around.  AdJ 
the  good  curate  was  not  permilieil  tu  wanl  a 
coadjutor  in  Iiis  endeavours  to  win  his  lovely  ward 
(for  90  he  cotixidcrcd  her)  back  to  tlie  reeovcr;  of 
lier  wonted  peace  of  mind.  On  the  present  oc- 
easion,  I'entoii  sliewed  ira  friend  the  letters  re- 
ceived froni  lUificId,  and  asked  him  what  lie 
tluMight  of  diem. 

Gulefield  read  tlicni,  and  after  musing,  he  sbook 
liu  huid,  as  he  replied,  when  Gertrude  left  the 
room — 
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"  I  fear  there  is  loo  much  mystery  and  too 
little  cxpliciincss,  too  mucK  of  proression,  (1m>w- 
ever  plausible  and  sangninc  its  cxpreMion,)  ever  to 
tct  t»  believe  thut  all  can  be  cleared  away  as  we 
ooutd  wish.  However,  1  no  lew  sincerely  wish  it 
may  be.  For  if  ever  mitn  ws*  l4>rmcd  to  engage 
the  interest  and  esteem  of  society  on  hb  side,  la 
far  05  social  bearing  goes,  it  is  tlits  man.  I  doubly 
Iiopc  he  may  be  safe  yet,  both  for  his  own  and  the 
poor  '  Bcanty's '  sake ;  but " 

"  But  what  7'  asked  Fcnton,  seeing  there  was 
aometiiing  of  hratation  in  the  bard'o  mimncr. 

"  Why,  you  lue  aware  of  what  old  Mike  mys," 
continued  Oolcficld,  as  he  walked  out  on  tlie  lawn, 
accompanied  by  the  cnratc 

"No;  besidiw,  who  docs  not  know  >f ike's  super- 
stitious  chiinicteri'  He  ts  never  wttltout  wine 
omen  or  fiilile.  He  Lt  u  sort  of  walking  'destiny' 
in  tii6  neighbourhootl !' 

"  Ay,  I  believe  Mike  may  be  a  little  super- 
stitious, like  the  rest  of  his  sca-fratemity ;  but  it 
certjiinly  has  strtK:k  inc  lut  singular,  hb  applying 
(for  I  could  not  mixtuke  the  significance  of  his 
manlier)  tii«  tale  of  tiie  Rgypiian  and  tl>e  cliild  at 
sea  to  Hatfield.  Rotithmore  and  myself  heard  the 
tale  one  day  at  the  old  man's  cell." 

"  Yes,  yes, — I  luiTC  heard  it." 

"  And  when  wo  remarked  lu>w  increased  its  sin- 
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gularity  and  interest  would  b 
Hatfield,  the  old  man  made  r 
of  a  significant  look,  which  w. 
tending  to  say  that  the  child 
Hatfield  himself." 

''Indeed,  it  is  a  singular  si 
the  circumstance  of  the  child  I 
parents,  as  well  as  the  subseq 
tains.  You  give  it  a  new  com 
it  to  Hatfield.  It  seems,  in 
partake  much  of  the  charac 
prediction  addressed  by  the  ^ 
thonch  Mike's  fancv  lias  renc 
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to  the  events  of  this  story  ?  for  it  wo>  cooveycil 
back  to  its  parents,  certninly,  after  lIiU  earlier  loss 
^«f  it,  aecoMing  to  Mike." 

"  Was  it  intle«(l !  tlo  you  know  that? — "  asked 
Goleficld. 

"  I  suppose  so,"  sBid  Fenton,  licsitatiogly.  "  In 
fact,  Mike's  account  says  so." 

*'  True  true  I" 

**  But  vrluit  wta  its  subsequent  hisioiy  ?" 

"  I  know  not  j  whatever  it  was,  however,  I  be- 
lieve oM  Mike  kept  his  eye  oa  the  child,  marking 
«\'ery  st^  it  took  on  life's  way,  as  foUovking  the 
■track  iu  destinies  (u  ihv  old  mariner  will  have  it) 
pointed  ouL  It  wtu  *  doomed,'  he  say<,  (o  desert 
Uw  nfcgunn)  of  iu  ttome,  in  its  progress  towards 
its  inevitable  end." 

*'  Desert  its  home,  said  jvu  7"  observed  Fenton, 
turning  suddenly  to  Gokliald,  as  a  momeniary 
paleiMflB  overspread  his  cheek,  and  the  words  "sin- 
gular cotactdcDCc'*  escaped  his  lips,  as  well  as 
GnleGeld's  ear  oould  disitinguis])  ihcir  purport. 

"  What  was  it  you  remarked  ?"  asked  GoI«- 
Bald. 

"  Oh,  nothing  —  only  —  there  were  circum- 
stnncca  that  suggested  to  m«  a  singular  coinci- 
dence with  ihoM!  of  Mike's  story;  hut  t]titt  son 
died,"  he  added  to  biiiM«lf,  "  there  can  scarcely  Ite 
a  doubt." 
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(iol«fidil  Oul  not  ciiicli  die  purport  of  thiit  but 
remark,  but  merely  observed  geitentlly— 

"  Ay,  ay  !  tliow:  '  strange  coincicliaice*'  ar^  be 
uwurcd,  someiiiing  more  tiuui  nKve  casualties,  and 
I  could  nay  much- — — " 

liut  lier«  tlie  ootiversation  «u  broken  in  upon 
by  tlie  not  unwelcome  occasion  of  tiie  entrance  uf 
Dr.  Esdaile,  nlw  hsd  been  as  unrenititing  in  his 
medical  attendance  on  Gertrude  as  on  (he  heires 
of  Blacktarn.  He  advanced  to  tiie  Inwn  followed 
by  Bryan,  and  having  greeted  the  good  curate  and 
hi»  companion,  inquired  after  his  fair  patient. 

"  Better,  eh  ?—ah,  tluit  is  rij;lil  I  I'm  glad  lo  hear 
it,"  he  laid,  as  Fcnton  answered  in  tlic  affirmatire ; 
"but  here  she  i>,"  he  added, "  to  speak  for  berselfr* 

Otrtrude  now  met  tltem  in  tier  progress  to- 
wards the  bouse,  as  the  gravel-walk  she  imd  been 
pursuing  brought  her  to  that  point  of  ilic  lawn 
wfaero  they  were  conversing.  But  there  wa*  one 
of  the  parly  tluit,  not  conttfit  with  seeing  her  ap* 
proitch,  run  forward  to  ntcet  her  with  evcT7  maoi* 
fciUition  of  joy. 

I'his  was  Bryan,  vilto,  though  "dumb  animal" 
be  might  be  called,  certainly  proved  lie  hail  a 
voice,  in  the  gladsome  salutation  with  whieb  he 
barked  fortli  his  pleasure,  at  seeing  one  to  whom  be 
had  been  indebted  for  many  a  bone  and  many  a 
meal,  when  his  master  had  stopped  at  tlie  Travel- 
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lets'  BeM,  to  recruit  liiimelf  wheu  weary  wilh  niiy 
fishing  excornon  tlial  uiiglit  have  taken  htm  to  the 
wMen  of  Rutterrnere.  It  was  now  tome  little 
time  since  honest  Bryan  had  been  ghwldtiied  with 
a  sight  of  his  friend  Gertrude,  nn<I  ihe  gambols 
and  clamorous  joy  of  the  poor  imimal  served 
somewhat  to  amuse  her  to  whom  they  were  ad- 
dressed, and  relieve  her  of  a  certain  degree  of  the 
embairassnient  of  which  she  felt  slightly  cotuctous, 
at  thus  unexpectedly  meeting  the  three  gentlemen 
before  her. 

Esdaile  greeted  his  lovely  patient  with  hi«  nuial 
kindncsi  of  manner,  as  be  took  her  hand  and  ex- 
pressed bis  pkaswe  at  seeing  her  "so  much  im- 
proved ;"  so  h«  W88  willing  to  ray,  Ixsng  nlwnya 
glad  to  mske  his  patients  fancy  they  were  »nme- 
wlmi  better  tlian  they  were,  since  Itc  considered 
this  WHS  a  step  lowartk  making  them  better  tn 
reality. 

'Iliis  principle  he  was  ready  to  enftinee  by  many 
amusing  and  inirtruetive  anecdotes,  profesKionnt  and 
miscellaneous,  but  which  our  limits  do  not  permit 
us  to  relate. 

"  We  shall  do  very  well,"  he  continued  to  hi« 
patient :  '*  very  well  indeed  1  only  keep  up  your 
spirits,  for  it  is  a  nile  with  mc  to  instruct  nil  my 
patienu  to  'laugh  at  cares,  crones,  and  contra- 
dictkiDs,'  i»  the  best  remedy  for  them ;  a  better 
it3 


^^^^^^^^^^^^H  1 

82                               ADVENTUREE 

than  all  thai  tlie   Phi^rmaco 

'  Hope  for  the  best'  is  also  ai 

1,                     itself  is  a  'regimen'  worth  a  ■ 

resort  to  'strengihening  drau 

In   spite  of  the   good-liui 

lively  litlle  Doctor,  a  tear  si 

i,                      Gertrude's  eye,  at  some  pain 

\                        truded.      This  she  endeavou 

i                      brushed  it  away,  while  she  tl 

1                      for  the  en  CO  urn  ge  men  t  with 

!                         her,  expre^ing  that  she  certai 

Her  attention,  however,  was  c 

who  jumped  upon  her,  and  r 

of  saliilntjon  ;  nor  was  she  si 

^B  i  Ji 
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prove  himscirmorc  worthy  of  licrtlMin  nppoaraooee 
OS  yet  linvv  slievrn ; — irny,  reiul  l)ii«  letter,  where 
be  (]«»cribe(  hiiiuelf  aa  aciuiUlj  luving  obtained 
Mome  post  or  office  of '  honour.' " 

And,  aocorJingly,  he  placed  Hatfield's  letter  to 
that  effect  ID  Ewlflilo's  hands,  wlto,  on  having  read 
il,  obeerrcd,  it  waa  singnkr  if  such  were  the  cose. 

**  And  yet,"  he  conlinii«I,  xfier  a  pause,  "  I  am 
not  much  rarprbed  ni  the  circunulancc,  when  1 
call  to  mind,  not  only  the  talent  of  the  miui,  but 
his  extremely  superior  oddren  anti  liearing,  whtctf 
are  so  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  thiit  they 
must  mainly  contrilmtc  to  make  any  B|)plicai)on 
tor  employment  successful.  Certainly,  I  should 
never  suspect  him,  from  hts  manner  and  bearing, 
of  dislranoor." 

"  I  judgu  n  great  deal,"  observed  Ooldicld, 
"  by  men's  cotmtenance*,  u  to  what  their  charac' 
lers  are,  and " 

■'  Do  you  7"  interrupted  Fenton,  smiling  ;  •*  you 
fulkmr  a  VC17  fallacious  guide.  How  many,  for 
instance,  arc  then,  that  under  distress  or  harass- 
ment of  mind,  and  thcclfcct  of  nervous  disorder, 
diange  countenance  and  betray  confution,  not 
from  any  sense  of  guilt,  but  an  apprehen-iJoii  diat 
their  jaded  aspect  may  make  them  appear  objects 
of  suspicion." 

"  True,"  replied  Esdaitc,  "  1  have  wiu»es8etl  in 
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th«  course  of  my  practice  mniiy  iiutuicos  of 
kind.     In  fact,  the  conscioiiineaa  of  tnir  npf 
ance  being  pleu&ing  or   ungainly  iii   tlic  eyes 
others,  often  influences  botl)  manner  iin<i  mil 
chjiniclcr  nnd  disposition.     The  scir-comptiicen< 
lii«n,  that  Uotficld  might  luiw  fiJi,  from  the  con? 
MtoutneB  or  BppiMu-ing  pleasing  to  other  peopl) 
might  have  given  him  tltat  happy  character  of  con 
tenance  be  possesses.     So,  on  the  other  hand, 
oonscioustwsB  of  dcformiiy,  nnil  that  we  are  unple 
ing  in  lh«  vyot  of  others,  mukcs  its  crnhbed, 
influences  both   countenance  and  chanicter 
l«9s  happy  way." 

"  Yes,  yes,"  obsenred   GoIefieW ;  "  but  tlie 
mark  I  mode,  as  to  judging  of  inen'i  characters 
tlieir  countenance,  I  was  about  to  quahfy,  as  fer  i 
regards  the  instance  of  Ilatfield ;    for  I  wm  i 
to  say,  that  I  ^lould  never  liave  imagined  from 
countenance — all  frankiiess  and  openness  aa  It  id 
thai  his  character  was  sinister  or  deceitfuU 
though,  indeed,  it  mtghl  be  his  object  to 
tiraiik  exterior,  the  better  to  cloak  Iiis  wcret  (le 
yet  in  a  men  nuiiiniUy  deceitful,  it  would  be  in 
gined  tliat  his  counteniuiou  woul<l  nt  times 
his  character,  an<)  die  bias  of  hia;  dis[)o«Uon;  bull 
was  never   so  witlt  Hatfield ;   which  leads  me  i 
tlte  oonciusioD,"  added  the  pliilowpher,  "  that  I 
wui  noi  naturally  a  base  or  treacherous  charact 
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liut  has  fallen  originally  into  some  dreadful  accident, 
to  extricate  Iiimsclf  from  which,  an  unguardt^l  and 
vxtraordinary  ntlcnipt  (n  gtiiliy  one,  I  fear)  wus 
resorted  to.  Ilut  how  nianjr  are  eiilrapped  into  a 
caur»e  of  life  to  whicli  tli«ir  natural  inclinations  are 
repujjnanL" 

"  Certainiy  this  result  is  bilterly  wiinesBcd  in  ihe 
instance  of  the  other  sex,"  observed  Eedailc: 
"  where  the  world  tliuls  the  door  of  repentance 
and  reclaim  agwiist  unfortuiintes  not  naturally 
libertine;  and  I  nin  really  inclined  to  agree  with 
you  tliat  Hatfield  was  not  nutunilly  biue,  but  Uic 
victim  originally  of  some  bitter  and  compulsory 
necessity  ;  tliough  I  do  not  mean,  on  any  account, 
to  say  that  however  misforttme  may  have  harassed 
and  driven  him  to  extremity,  he  ought  not  to  havi: 
resisted  any  baleful  templatioo.'' 

"  Certainly  be  ouglit,"  snid  tlie  curate,  torrow- 
fully ;  "  but  it  k,  hx  you  my,  liurd  at  nil  times,  in  the 
difficult  siltiiili>on.«  in  whidi  men  are  placed)  to  fight 
against  ilie  enemy  that  Ls  everlastingly  on  the  watch 
fur  his  pn^y — the  soul  I  And  then  flesh  is  so  frail, 
oivd  circumstance  so  pressing — so  bitter.^ 

"  Tlw  natural  bias,"  observod  Golclield,  con- 
tinuing his  argument,  "  is  still  indicated  by  the 
physiognomy,  if  you  scan  it  arigbl,  Ituwever,  much 
habit  iiiiiy  have  shapetl  tlie  duiracter  into  a  course 
opposite  to  the  tmliattion  it  bespeaks.     The  natu- 
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rally  evil  propensities  oT  Socrates  were  betokent 
hii  countcnonoc,  tlimiglt  he  bad  Mubducd  ibemj 
philosophy ;  so  Hatfii'ld's  natural  propc-nsicies  mig 
hiive  been,  on  the  oilier  luiml,  g<xKl,  ta  his  cotir 
nance  would  indicate,  however  it  might  iuinj  luip- 
pened  that  mi.sfurtuiie,  circumstance,  neces&itj', 
hare  warped  them  towards  crime;  at  least,  Ii 
wish  to  believe  so:  though  still  the  old  ada 
ytuilajidet,  lias  often  much  iruili  in  tt." 

'*  Would,"  said  tfae  good  curate,  feelingly, 
tlie  person  you  speak  of,  Uvinf;  aa  he  dt»«s  at 
clay,  when  we  are  blessed  with  the  light  oT  Clir 
tianity,  coiUd  have  resisted  temptation  as  tltat 
emplary  heathen  sage  did,  whom  you  have 
stanccd." 

"  At  any  rate,"  said  Or.  Bidaile,  "  h 
grt»t  presence  of  mind,  and  a  rotiRdenoc  all 
heroic,  in  ihii  singular  bviriff,  that  he  can  walk  tl 
at  we  have  witnessed  him,  on'ilte  extreme  vc 
03  it  were,  where  life  and  death  meM,  m'tb 
dn-adrul  an  uncertainty  of  late,  yet  with  a  cal 
tbat  would  do  lioflour  to  Socrates  himself.'' 

"  Assuredly  his  fortitude  is  singiilai)' 
Fetiton.    **  I  grieve  it  should  itot  have  arison 
those  pure  motivia  which  religious  principles 
spire;  tliey  wmihl  have  saved  him  &oni  tab  fear 
contingencies  diat  have  since  bef)dU!ii  him." 

So  spoke  the  good  curate,  as  they  arrived 
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tlie  little  wickot  tliut  opciieil  Irora  the  f^arden  of 
the  |)arM>nnf^  upoti  tlie  Tillage  rood.  Uere  E»- 
(laile  proceeded  to  I^e  his  leave  of  Gulcficld  and 
tlic  curate,  tliough  the  latter  pressi-d  him  much  to 
stay  aixl  dijic  with  them.  But  die  physician  first 
mfomicd  ihem  of  ■  piece  of  intdltgcnce  Uiey  wen: 
almoat  sorry  to  hear,  unce  it  sigiitfted  to  lliem 
thai  he  wa»  about  to  leave  ilw  neighbourhood, 
though  it  inifMrtt:d  to  them  at  the  same  lime,  and 
much  to  tlteir  pleasure,  the  odvanc-cment  of  tlieir 
friend  in  hin  prufci«iu»  aiiil  practice. 

In  thct,  the  worthy  Doctor  had  received  a  letter 
rctjuesting  his  utteiidaiice  in  the  nielropolts,  un  a 
noble  valetudinarian,  whoae  case  he  had  niocow- 
fiilly  treated  mme  time  liefure,  and  who*  having  ex- 
perienced a  relapse,  was  desirous  of  again  teeking 
the  assistance  of  Doctor  Esdoile. 

This  invitation  Iwld  out  too  many  prospects  of 
udvaiitnge  to  be  declined ;  thougli  it  was  with  great 
u-gKl  tliat  tlie  Doctor  looked  forward  to  the  con-" 
tingency  of  being  obliged  to  remove  oltogetJaT 
from  hi;  present  quArten,  expect,  pertuips,  t>n  tlie 
occasion  <^  a  visit  al  certain  inter%-als.  He  was 
therefore  obliged  to  lose  no  time,  previously  to  his 
departure,  in  visiting  his  numerous  patients  in  die 
neigh hffiring  district,  and  setting  tltcm  upon 
such  a  course  of  regimen  u*  wnuld  be  availidilc, 
during  his  unavoidable  absence  from  llK-m. 
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Cordially,  then,  did  Fenton  and  GoleBeld  take 
leave  of  the  kind-hearted  and  esteemed  physician, 
who  having  left  every  necessary  recommendation 
for  tlie  treatment  of  Gertrude,  bade  iliem  farewellr 
followed  now  by  Bryan,  who  by  this  time  liad 
sought  out  his  master  again,  and  forthwith  trotted 
by  the  side  of  the  vehicle  that  conveyed  the  physi- 
cian from  the  parsonage. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


Faittaff.    At  a  word ;  hang  no  man  about  im.    I  am  m 
gibbet  for  jflo." 


A  PF.RtoD  of  oomfi  weekii  hw!  elapsnJ  since 
the  ilate  of  our  preceding  cbapter,  and  tlie  scene 
of  our  story  now  calls  us  to  the  melropol'iH,  whitber 
nmny  of  our  «  dramatis  persoi»e"  have  preceded  tu. 

It  vriu  nmiiNt  tlic  mnzr  of  tliv  great  Babel  thtil 
an  elderly  geiillcmun  was  proceeding  vAon^  llic 
street,  muffled  up  in  the  wni|)pings  ofcoai,  *'  upper 
benjamin,"  and  spenser ;  a  dress  as  much  in  favour 
at  the  period  now  in  view  m  a  mackintosh,  a 
Iilouze,  or  a  ctonk  may  be  at  the  present  tiay. 
More  particularly  wih  his  neck  cnvelopnl  in  the 
huge  ibid*  of  a  handkerchief,  or  rather  >*  budc"  vS 
gi-ccn  silk. 

lie  slouched  in  his  gait  very  much,  pokuig  hit 
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head  forwards,  and  ImTing  his  arms  flung  Ustle 
twliind  bim,  where  his  hands  were  clasped  in 
other,  except  when  a  fit  of  coughing,  that 
»tomi1ly  Hurprised  him,  compelled  him  to  raise 
of  iliem  up  to  his  chest,  which  he  did  to  relie 
strain  it  sustained  in  covghing. 

*'  Ugh — well,  thank  lilcaven  at  any  rate 
am  back  again  in  town  !"  ha  ejaculatn)  to  hi 
"  Hope  I  may  get  rid  of  this  uiiolerable  cough — ' 
here  a  fit  seized  him,  forcing  the  tears  from-M 
eyes  and  tliv  totiguc  out  of  his  mouth  for  a  minn 
or  two;  on  iu  nuhsidiog,  he  couliuucd, 
ponied  fur  hrcatli — "  Oh  Lord  I  ob  dear  I — ' 
plague  ! — aerioii*  thi^  npoii  my  word  ;  howevi 
trust  I  may  get  better.  I  am  always  better 
town.  I  wiu  quite  sick  of  thnce  Ttle  lakes 
tama,  and  hare  been  rej«)idng  orcr  my  escape 
tliem  ever  since  I  left  them." 

Juai  here  the  bell  of  tlie  postman  struck 
behind  tlte  unfortunate  gentleman,  &s  if  to  cl 
his  selF-grattilations  on  his  return  to  town,  by 
ditmoor  it  rung  in  his  cars;  while  tluil  of  a  mm 
vernier  raised  nn  emulative  chime  just  befon; 
yet  more  to  swell  the  diorux  of  discord,  tlic  d 
man  roared  and  rang  by  turns,  at  ilie  side  of 
pavement;  and  a  moment  after,  as  if  la  carry 
climax  of  dill  to  its  moat  ub^treperous  pi 
doxen    newsmen's  horns,   trumpeting   forth 
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Jtallenge  to  the  nvrld  ia  iteholf  of  an  many  rival 
Jouniab,  overwh«linct)  our  luckles  peripatetic,  and 
(icca^iionet]  liim  soon  to  recant  his  praise  of  town, 
anil  his  scir-frratulations  on  his  rclarn  to  it. 

In  fact,  lliv  nuisance  of  the  lott-mentionu]  slcn- 
tura  Hill!  trumpeters  was  so  gnmt  that  it  was  ot>- 
11^1  to  be  ^lenccd  by  the  interdict  of  I'arlianwni. 
No  wonder  it  increased  the  nervous  irritation  of 
the  gentleman  before  us,  who  was  not  of  the  roost 
patient  temperament,  and  in  wlwm  the  reader  will 
bare  no  difficulty  in  recognising  our  ascetic  so- 
quaintancc,  Mr.  Ilowbig^cn,  who,  it  will  be  re- 
meroberMl,  had  come  awny  from  lite  lake  country 
as  tnucli  an  Invalid  as  he  found  ii,  wjih  tlit^  ad- 
dition of  tlie  cough,  which  he  had  continued  to 
oomplaiD  of,  more  especially,  since  tlie  eventful  day 
of  the  regatta  on  Derwentwater. 

tilts  cough  was  what  is  vulgarly  termetl,  "  a 
cfanrcli-yard  cougli,"  and  still  obstinately  harassed 
our  valetudinarian,  whose  tide  of  vexation  now 
flowed  apace,  as  his  inipattence  gavtt  way  tindiM-  the 
Bcaiinulation  of  London  nuiMncca  ttiat  were  so 
rilely  assailing  him. 

"  Oh  good  heavens  l~wl»at  a  pest  I— wh«?re  does 
a  man  meet  with  such  a  multiplicity — such  a  com- 
plication of  nuisancea.  as  in  dits  odious — "  herchts 
voice  was  again  tlrov.-ncd — "  1  wish  I  were  once 
more  out  of  town, — anywlwrc  but  in   Ix>udon.'' 
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Again  (uwtlier  peal  of  daoiour  drowned  liis 
li»ppy   rjnculations ;    and,   in   fact,   after    hav 
scufllMl,  raiher  than  walked,  down  two  or  tlti' 
streets,  to  place  himself  beyond  ihc  reach   of  ibi 
din,  he  at  length  cflbclvd  his  object,  so  Ear 
be  at>1«  to  hear  thu  sound  of  his  own  vokc,  as  i 
now  gratilicd  his  impatience  in  expatiating  on 
annoyance*  of  "  town." 

"  A  man  can't  stop  lo  look  at  his  watch  in 
street,  but  thvre  b  sure  to  be  a  mob  collect 
round  him.  I^rst  one  booby  stands  gaping,  then 
another  oaf,  tlicn  another, — a  pickpocket,  ten  t(i 
one ;  and  at  last  you  form  the  nucleus  of  a 
of  villaiiy  which  is  nothing  more  nor  Its  thi 
machine  of  |x>ckE!i>pickin]T — an  'infernal 
that  scatters  about  misditef  on  every  one 
come  within  its  sphere! — amph! — ugh  ! — umpl 
— detestable  this.  I  lliought  a  moment  or  tvo  ago 
I  was  better  back  in  town ;  but  I  declare  I  would 
rather  be  hibck  nt  those  od'wus  urns  again, 
endure  annoyance  such  as  this,  tliough  the 
deiwe  there  wns  u  pc»l  on  many  accounts ; 
with  tiiat  metaphysical  dreamer  that  would  mj 
even  a  mustard-pol,  rather  than  qieak  plainly  ti 
it,"  (here  w-os  a  fling  at  Golclicid,)  "  and  wluU 
that  ragh-hrainetl,  yet  pompous  noodle,  Law| 
with  his  hucidred  and  one  iniprovement9^[ut 
did'nt  improve  hiinsrIC    And  to  wind  op  t)ie  wl 
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catalogue  of  thcin,  itirrc  wnt  (lie  iirdi  ntlvonturer, 
or  impmlor,  llatfivid — liiougli,  bj-tlte-tiyc^  1h!  was 
the  bcH  of  il)e  set." 

'Hiese  words  did  not  escape  the  speaker  so  iii< 
audibly,  it  should  appear,  ns  not  tu  be  o?crlie«nt 
by  a  Jewish  looking  pcrion  who  walked  about  the 
tO<n),  witii  his  tray-full  of  wares,  in  capacity  of 
pencil  aiid  Iritiket  bawkcr. 

W'lml  interest  the  words  which  Iw  lind  heard 
tlowbiggcn  mutter  to  himself  could  awaken  in  liim, 
wc  Hre  unable  to  conjecture;  but  be  ihiit  a*  it  may, 
he  iinniudiaiely  rivcttod  his  keci]  eye  on  the  dys- 
peptic gentleman,  and  seemcti  t«>  recognise  him, 
iltough  he  must  hint»elf  have  been  utterly  unknown 
to  nowbifrj;eii.  Accordingly,  our  Jew  liawker 
ofTvrcd  hi*  [»encils  to  tlic  cynic,  as  he  said — 

"Only  von  shilling  and  xbixpen&h  the  bundle — 
fine  article— fine  anicle  I" 

**  Don't  want 'em,"  replied  Howbiggcn,  buttling 
by,  with  a  hope  of  p»»ing  beyond  the  reach  of 
further  importunity.  Tbe  Israelite  was  still,  how- 
ever, pertinacious,  and  was  by  no  means  one  of 
those  gentry  that  understand  taking  "  No"  lor  an 
answer. 

"Veil,  then,"  he  continued,  hurrying  along  hy 
the  ude  of  Ilowbif^gen,  till  he  fairly  overlook  liim, 
and  looked  biin  in  lliv  (tu-t:;  "  veil,  then,  only  von 
illilling." 
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«  1  tcli  you,  1  don't  wani  your  pencils, — 1 
waat  'an,"  re|)eaied  How1;^;gea,  with  inc 
teftliness  of  tone. 

"  Only  shixpcnsli,   tlieo ;     all    these 
penshiU)!  for  only  ron  shbcpensli !     Vy,  itsh 
shirousli  hIwa))  I" 

"  If  you  would  give  me  your  whole  imy-^ 
with  all  iu  trash,  I  wouldn't  give  you  a  fAritiing 
said  Uowbiggcn,  much  iiriuted ;  and  being 
alornml  lor  liis  pockets,  be  occclciated  his 
as  well  lu  be  could. 

The  Jew,  however,  was  inexorable;  be 
not  quit  Howbiggeii's  side.  '>  If  you  would 
try  Vm,"  be  said  in  n  tone  of  supplicBtionJ 
which  iho  Jews  have  been  famous,  it  is  nid, 
since  tJie  Babylonish  cjiplivity  and  their  ncqii 
anoc  with  Nebuclmdne/ur ;  *'  if  yon  would 
irj-  'em— " 

"  Would  hut— but  I  will  not  I"  half  roorod 
half  screamed  Howbiggcn ;  his  impatience 
at  length  urged  past  all  bounds  of  cootnil.  *'  ' 
about  your  business,  or  I  will  seiid  for  n  coos 
the  fellow  has  tfae  unbelief  of  tlie  whole  ten 
of  Isribvl  1  A  ficouDclrd  !  pestering  one  to 
mutncr  T" 

11ie  .lew,  seeing  that  he  had  to  deal  witli 
wlio  was  as  stubborn  as  tlie  most  '*  stifT-necli 
even  of  his  own  race,  wos  willing  at  length  in 
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bis  importunities ;  and  vfter  muttering,  "  Sliiuh  a 
bargain  you  never  get  again,"  he  retired,  but  took 
care  to  keep  his  de&ired  customer  in  view.  In 
fact,  he  wntchcd  Ilowbiggcn  until  this  ill-used 
gentleman  hud  rcachctl  the  door  of  his  residence ; 
where,  having  scrutinized  tWnumber,  tlie  Jew  took 
his  Icnvc  I^Ic  marked  tlie  Iwuse,  indeed,  as  CBr«- 
fully  as  ever  bailiiT  did  tluit  of  an  unlucky  wight 
amenable  to  arrciit,  while  he  is  ready  to  pounce  on 
his  prey,  should  tl>e  outgoings  of  the  latter  lead 
him  from  the  door. 

Uowbiggeii,  when  i«ated  in  hi*  arm  chair,  of 
ooune  indenioifted  himself  as  well  as  he  could  tor 
the  various  annoyunees  of  London  which  he  had 
juMt  salTered,  by  venting  his  discontent  at  them 
unrestrainedly. 

On  the  other  hand.  Miss  Howbif^ren,  willing 
to  cheer  him,  und  also  dcftirouK  of  keeping  him  as 
well  AS  site  couhl  in  good  humour,  with  a  view  to 
inducing  htm  to  enter  into  her  social  scbentes  as 
now  alxint  to  be  propounded,  thtts  replied  in  n 
conciliator}-  tone. 

"  Well  I  I  miiit  say  tlierc  are  many  annoyances 
in  town ;  iliey  are  also  felt  more  after  having  just 
returned  from  the  quiet  of  tlie  country.  You  will 
find  yourself  le^s  worried  with  the  distraction,  din, 
aiul  nuisc,  after  you  have  again  become  inurMl  to 
them.     Meantime,  my  dear  Toliias,  London  Itas 
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iu  pleasures ;  and  I  promise  mrself,  and  ;ou 
the  prospect  or  much  pl«uun>,  from  Uie  vn 
little  parties  we   aliall   be  going  to, — (or  see,{ 
rriends  have  not  forgotten  us." 

"  Oh  Lord  I  1  wish  thf y  had !"  was  ih*  amil 
reply  of  "  drar  Tobias,"  as  he  looked   with] 
aspect  of  Tcrjuice  nt  liic  large  jupan  trny  covi 
with  cards  of  itivimtion,  to  which  tits  party- 
ititier  directed  his  aitcnilon. 

Tins  lady  continued  speaking  of  the  "  friej 
she  lind  mcntionrd,  as  stic  said — *'  They  )u 
*N>oiier  lu-ard  itiiii  wc  lind  arrived  in  town  tha 
ihe:iekind  tvstiinoniaUof  rcmenibnuicr,  and  oft 
pleasure,  also,  at  ih«  prospect  of  seeing  us 
were  received.     Wv  itliall  have  a  very  nice 
lo-morrow  evening,  I  hope,"  added  Miss  Howt 
gen,  not  wishing  to  anticipate  any  objection  on  i 
pni't  of  Iter  t>ruihcr  to  nitcndiug  llic   par^ 
which  »l>e  Iiad  set  Iter  itvan. 

"  '  tVt  fihaJI  have,'  say  you.  Miss  Uowbtg 
You  may  go,  if  you  please.  As  for  me,  1  ani^ 
no  condition  to  go  onl.  I  hod  boprd,  now  I  tad 
returned  to  my  own  Itouse  here  in  town,  to  bt 
master  of  myself  and  my  own  movements.  Bui 
no !  it  scenic  a  man  is  a  prey  fi>r  his  *  frienihi,*  lu 
they  are  callcil, — who  pounce  on  hts  privacy, 
even  infirmity,  and  tear  him  to  pieces,  une  dr 
ging  him  one  way,  and  anothi^r,  another." 
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"Oh  gracious!  gracknis!"  said  Miss  Ilon-big- 
gen  to  berself  as  slie  rab«tl  tier  «ve8  lo  the  ceiling. 
"  \\'ell,  then,"  she  aildcO  to  her  broltker,  *'  you 
can  stay  al  home  if  you  pleoM ;  and ** 

"  And  j'ou  would  go  nnd  k*nve  mc  here  with 
this  bad  cough,  to  die  olTiu  heaven  might  M:cm  fn, 
while  you  wurv  nuniiiiig  j-uunciriii  the  gay  lUnio- 
KptiereorihescparticK— vmllestpMlks!  I  «n  much 
oblig*'<l  roymi.  Mm  Howb^^n." 

"  My  dear  Tobiii-f,  ilo  not  be  so  unrcMoniiblc— 
J  might  a<]d,  50  liclfiiJi.  I'm  sure  I  have  never 
b«cD  wanting  in  attention  to  you ;  but  would  you 
have  us  both  live  entirely  secluded — ay,  nnd  cj- 
eluded,  loo,  from  the  world,  nod  lone  all  our  ac- 
quaintance)' for  well  will  be  t)w  case,  if  we 
do  not  accept  un  invitolion  or  two.  And  tlwn 
you  would,  on  the  ullwr  tumd,  complain  of  the 
solitude " 

<*Not  I!  —  not  I!"  interrupted  Uowhiggen, 
hastily ;  *'  I  bad  rather  be  alone — much  raila'r." 

"  Vc«,  I  maintain  you  would  compbin  of  soli- 
tude," continued  If  city ;  "  and  well  you  might ; 
for  to  be  unhinged  from  any  link  of  society  or 
comniunication  with  ibe  world,  in  ntieli  a  place  atJ 
London,  in  ihe  miiUt  ofull  ilie  din,  clalier,  and  in- 
lercniira«  of  life,  is  the  most  tuelancbuly  solitude 
and  stale  of  endurance  in  the  world !" 

**  Pooh,  poob  !  you  speak  from  a  mere  love  of 
VOL.  III.  r 


98 


AnvEyruRK)  of 


^(Iding  here,  anti  ilicrp.  ftn<l  crcrywhcre,"  mottfl 
Uowbiggcn  to  tiimsclf. 

"Nowlicrc  U  om  old  TmiHl  l^ml  Baldrr 
wlio  really  will  be  iifiVinled,  nnil  justly,  if  w«  do  ] 
luok  in  nt   l.:i(!y  Riililerton'a  toirit.     l^uW 
ilenon'i  grandiiiolbcr  was  a  cousiii  of  my  g| 
»uiili  and -" 

"How  many  liundrL-d  times  removed?  b«,J 
ha  I"  rudely  replied  tlic  "  dear  Tobias." 
oousinship,  how  you  stick  to  it,  in  order  to  keepj 
an  scquainuiiice  with  people  yo«  fancy  wmn 
fiaa.  Do  di^p  that  silly  old  story  sboat  the  i 
sin&liip;  and  I  will  compound  witli  you  for  jjoS 
to  Lady  Baldcrton's,  if  you  will,  further,  girej 
hfllf  ihc  invitatiom  in  the  tray?" 

"  Very  well,  you  shall  haw  yotir  way  !" 

"Here!  let  mc  look    at    tJie  c«nV  he 
taking  ihc  tray   u>aHt  unix-reniuniously  from 
fair  hand  of  Hetty,  and  looking  at  the  cards 
hy  one.   "  l^f^li  I — who's  card  is  this? — big  cnoni 
liir  a  South -sea*  bubble  placard !     '  iitir  Giles 
Lady  Skinner  request    the   honour,  &c^  8tc^ 
umph  I — Sir  Giles  is  n  rank  Jacobin,  and  h» 
a  French  cmiKmnl's  dniiRhter.     I  don't  care  i 
6g  about  Sir  Giles  niid  tiis  Lady.     One 
set  of  old  brokcii-^lown   Fretich  mnrtjaisves 
counts — why,  my  pedigree  hu  more  nobility  il 
ilian  all  of  their*  put  together — umph  !  iij^b  I" 
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So  saying,  he  wns  going  lo  fling  llie  cnni  into 
lire  fire,  when  Miw  llowbiggen  with  hiuilnbli' 
Anxiety  nrrcslctl  liis  urni  iti  the  nefiiriousdtfed,  ox 
she  cx<:luinH>cl,  "  No,  no  t  I  Uko  I^dy  Skinner 
very  much." 

"  \\'liy,  yoii  can't  c«rtvei«  with  her  after  all, 
vxct:pi  in  a  l)»ld  patchwork  of  Frencli  tliAt  is  ridi- 
culous." 

"  Well,  never  mind;  slie  is  a  very  *good  ac- 
quaintance' for  nil  tlint." 

"  Oil,  my  poor  sister,  Iww  very  vain  ywi  ore  t 
why,  gracioits,  you  don't  vaUic  people  snrely  for  any 
inimpcry  '  title'  tiK'y  may  have?  If  you  do,  you 
may  erin|^  to  Uic  merest  plebeians  in  the  world — 
fellows  thai  tlie  other  day  were  grulibiiig  for  f^old 
in  tbe  mud  of  the  stock- exchange, — ^a  sordid 
grovelling  crowd  of  usurers,  bankers,  and  stock- 
jobbers)— niKl  have  raised  the  bix>w  from  the 
scrivener's  de^  tu  shrine  ii  |>erhnps  in  u  coronet. 
llic  luindi.  iliui  ye^Aerday  were  hai'd  and  brawn 
under  the  discipline  of  city  moil,  and  city  surdid- 
ness,  arc  to-day  raised  rampant  and  ciicrimsoned 
in  the  proud  and  sanguined  badge  of  baronetcy. 
Lord!  we  have  the  merest  set  ofmushnMins  imagin- 
able disf^uring  our  circles  of  rank  at  tlie  pre- 
Ijwnt  day.     It  makes  ue  quite  sick  to  coatemplaie 
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Howhijjgen,  nfier  her  brother  had  delWeretl  him- 
self of  thlt  Italy  diatribe.  '*  I'm  sure  I  do  not 
desire  to  run  after  people  merely  because  tbcy  ex- 
hibit tlic  empty  boast  of  *  title,*  which,  as  y^J 
juMly  observfil,  is  lit  pri-scnt  Tcry  much  dispamg^ 
and  (aniinluHl,  ito  doubt.  I  am  not  iti.i  wenk  or 
*  rain,'  b^j^iig  your  pardon,  as  to  do  w ; 
surely  I  may  be  excused  liking  agreeable  penw 
altlioufjh  llicy  mny  cimiicc  to  be  stars  in  tlie 
book.  Xiiy,  let  nie  iidd,  that  you — ycc,  you  your- 
self— liave  a  good  deal  encotirngod  my  nristocrai 
notioii.i,  if,  indeed,  I  possess  any." 

"  Anstocratic  fiddlestick  !     I  never  encou: 
any  Aucti  notions  i     I  despise  the  greater  part 
mankind,  pntriciiut  or  plebi-ian." 

"  I  hcg  3'ot)r  pardon,  you  are  always  {when 
clue  is  given  to  the  topic)  bouting  of  yoar 
family  und  petligree." 

"  Iloastiiig  1  ha,  ha '.  you  amuse  rap.     1  ne 
lioastied  about  the  matter ! — I  might  lure  suit 
(lie  plain  fact." 

And  Itcrc  she  was  about  to  reply  again,  w(: 
her  nta-ntioii  was  suddenly  callud  to  ihc  blnze  il 
flnslK-d  up  from  the  grolv,  l>eiitg  tlte  ftnicral-ti 
ufiit  least  three  doxen  cards,  which  were  ihmg  i 
it  by  ihe  unrelenting  scomer  of  "evening  en 
tainments"  and  "  morning  calls." 

"Why you  have  burnt  tiie  cards  of  fire  coi 
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tewes  iwo  Icnighw  of  the  Bath,  one  Alike,  niid  fif- 
teen as  excalleiit  nn<)  rctpvclnblc  people — a_v,  ani] 
of  ss  good  family  aiul  prcU^^nun«  4is  cv^mi  j-ou,  with 
all  your  pride  (though  you  will  nnt  nvow  it,)  could 
have  dc&ired.  What  are  you  about,  Mr.  Howbig- 
gwn?" 

"  Why,  (liere  are  cards  upon  cai-ds  in  the  tr»y 
yet, — enough  to  satisfy  lite  niost  inveterate  'giulder 
out"  in  the  world.  I  wish  the  people  whose  names 
figure  on  those  cards  had  spoixHl  ihcir  invitations, 
and  I  might  itivti  have  sparnl  you  thb  terrible slwck 
of  tosuiij;  II  score  of  cardti  into  the  fire." 

And  he  grinned  a  sardonic  grin,  as  be  spoke, 

[and  looked  wistfully  at  the  tray,  as  if  he  desired  to 

loss  the  whole  itmaindcr  of  its  contents  into  the 

fire.     His  look  was  like  that  of  an  old  baboon's  bent 

on  mischief. 

Miss  llowbiggen,liowevcr,  Willi  laudable  nnxicrvi 
took  cure  to  hold  the  trny  out  of  his  reach,  as  sfie 
exclaimed  in  an  accent  of  concern — "  Yoti  hnr* 
actually  burnt  the  cards  of  sooic  of  our  most  de- 
sirable Bcqtiiiiiitani.-<>.  Pro\-»king  I  I  stiall  forget 
where  we  are  expected,  and  we  xludl  ofTcnd  every- 
'botiy,  while  we  love  all  our  acqiiaintuiice.  V'eva- 
tkml" 

"  No,  no !  only  half !"  cliticklcd  out  Mr.  Mow- 

biggen.     "  You  hare  plenty  of  canls,  I  am  itiire, 

tleft  in  llie  tray ;  and  as  for  those  I  have  burnt, 
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never  mind  llicm,  but  coowle  vmirseir  for  ibe 
Ion  in  tlw  po«sesao»  of  tbose  that  remain- 
lie  !     Besides,  1  tlioofiHt  you  liad  expressed  j-c 
neir  conltttUtl  with  Uxiktrig  fomnn)   lo  going  to 
your  *  cousin'*,' — be,  lie,  he!— Lady  Bultlertoo's." 

But  liiTv  II  fit  of  coughing  ctieckcd  the  title  i 
Trctiul  riiillury,  mid  prevetited  uty  fiirtlicr  bickcrii 
on  the  subjccl,  between  "dear  Tobias"  and 
amiuble  sisti^r  Ileity.     She,  excellent  and  mci.it: 
dt»*pi)Hnl  lady,  was  oliligcil  lo  con.iote  bi.-n*lf  as 
she  might,  witli  tlie  proitpect  of,  nt  any  rale, 
being  crossed  or  contradicted  iti  guin;;  to  \^i 
IIalder(on'!i  aoirir, 

So  with  ihis  hope  she  left  llic  cynic  coughing 
and  gruinbliiig  in  his  nrm-chnir ;  nor  dt<l  Itr  for;^ 
uit}oti<|st  oiliei'   frctfiit   lopiut  iluii  employc<1 
nni&ing^  to  mutter  forth  bis  dudgeon,  on  the  : 
of  tlie  Jew  hawker's  impertinent  importunity. 

'*  "I'lie  scoundrel !"  he  ejaculated ;  "I  firmly 
lieve  he  must  have  h«d  some  ileit^  on  tny  pock4 
or.  pcrhajH,  was  dogging  me  hon>e  with  a  view 
robbing  the  house.     It  l*  not  unlikely,  for  I  t« 
believe  I  saw  the  fellow  on  the  opposite  side  of 
street  as  I  entered,  watching  me,  evidently 
some  ttoondrclly  design ! — umph! — ugh ! — peM  1 
plague ! — nuisance  I — nest  of  villains  this  l^ndo^ 
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"  L«i  ih«  tank  hide  thet; 
Thy  bean  are  narrowlen,— lij  Mood  it  coU,— 
Thou  haxi  m  tpcculftiion  in  IboM  tytf 
Which  ihou  doH  tltn  will)." 


.  Wc  have  our  misj^vii^  no  leas  than  Mr.  How- 
pea,  as  10  itic  Jew  who  had  iioggeii  his  path  so 
pertinaciotuljr ;  but  as  we  see  little  prospect  At  pre- 
sent of  graliryiug  our  curiosity  relative  to  ilib 
hawking  Israelite,  we  must  content  ourselves  with 
directing  our  nttention  to  the  movements  of  an- 
other knave,  for  whose  "  wherwibont"  we  must 
now  look  in  I»ndon.  Tn  a  word,  we  are  interested 
ir>  iiKjiiiring  whcilicr  Qunmlish,  wl»o  had  by  ihis 
time  urrived  in  tlie  metropoliti,  hiul  nuulc  any  suc- 
ceofid  steps  u>w»rdx  dvteeting,  in  the  miixcii  of 
tlie  great  labyrintli  of  London,  the  person  for  wlnmi 
be  vas  so  anxiously  in  search. 
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Tluit  perMm,  from  liis  owu  account  in  then 
to  Gertrude  given  in  a  preceding  cltapler,  luut  j 
preventeil  himself  as  being  em  ployed  iu  an  be 
able  occupation ;  tlmugl)  wliere  he  was  situalt 
wliat  the  nature  of  his  ilutics  were,  he  did  not 
mil  (o  transpire.  Lost,  lti«n,  as  wc  are  in  doubi 
and  uncertainly,  not  only  as  to  his  present  sitoadon' 
but  vrlicrc  to  look  for  bira,  we  cannot  pursu^ 
mori^  probable  plan  of  tmcin;;  him  out  ilinn  v{ 
following  the  fooMt^)!)  of  QuniuIUh  or  .Stnimimdi 
who,  houndlike,  kept  up  (be  cha»e  after  the  prey^ 
whwc  hlood  he  ihirstvd. 

Knowini;  bon-  fumiliiir  to  Hatfietd  all  lite 
nnd  cantrivnnocs  of  living  in  London  werr,  fan 
enemy  tutd  un-ivcd  at  no  iinreaxonnble  coticlasion 
that  having  failed  i»  tracing  hl«  flight  norihwa 
it  was  not  improbable  he  might  chance  lo  fin<l 
birking  in  the  metropolis,  which  was  a  centre 
wbiiher  Hatfield  had  previously  turned  with 
cess,  nlK-n  his  resources  eltewlKMV  hiwl  fniletl. 

Ixindon  und  Dublin,  indeed,  IiimI  been  liis 
Miecessful,  and  therefore  fitvouriie,  scenrs  of  ae 
but  as  he  had  been  bN>  reoenity  diitcomntetl  nt 
Irish  meli-opolt^,  Qunndbh  left  litde  doubt  ihol^ 
was  once  again  in  his  "  old  hannt^'  in  the  Hriln 
city. 

On  bis  entrance,  accordingly,  into  I^mlor 
was  minute  in  describing  and  inquiring  for 
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person  he  u'anted,  at  all  the  plucetof  public  resort 
wb«re  it  was  at  all  likely  IlaiGeld  could  Iiuvi; 
stopped  on  his  arriral  in  town ;  his  inquiries  bein;; 
imtituted  in  th«  direction  in  which  HatReld  would 
Imvc  untcrcd  it — from  ihe  Xordiern  avenues.  No 
xatisructory  intelligence,  however,  could  he  gain. 

N'everilivle«t,  iIiIk  ill  success,  so  far  from  making 
him  Bag  in  his  pursuit,  riillier  instigaied  him  to  a 
vigilaiHie  and  perseverance  yet  mote  unremitting. 
Not  content  with  personal  tnqnirios  he  adver- 
tised the  reward  lic  had  placanled  about  tn  the 
noi'tli.  There  was  not  n  public  journal  in  which 
it  did  not  appear;  but  without  any  tidings  being 
gleaned  of  its  abject. 

As  be  was  conning  over  one  of  these  adveriise- 
mcnts,  it  occurred  tu  him  that  HatlieUl  had,  as  an 
expedient)  engaged  himseir  on  former  occasions  of 
living  by  his  nits  in  I.«Mul<in  a*  a  conlribnlor  to  a 
public  joumiil ;  niiy,  he  IiikI  Ixien  admitted  adjoint 
editor  in  one  journal  in  pnrticular,  wbidt  inlere»tctl 
ttteir  on  questions  of  Iri^h  internnl  policy,  and  in 
illuMrutinjr  which,  IIatfii-Ul'«uci(iuiinuince«>ilh  Ire- 
land tiad  enabled  liim  to  l>e  of  iinicli  Kervice. 

"  May  he  not  now,"  pondered  liie  ex-preiurbcr, 
"have  resorted  to  this  method  of  supporting  him- 
self, as  it  affords  especial  opportunities  for  conceal- 
ment?" 
The  moment  tins  thought  struck  Quandi«h,  a 
r3 


l(Hi 


ADVENTURES  OP 


thmM 


ray  of  saiUlaction  lit  up  liix  malign  nml  broodii] 
counteimiicc.  It  nppcitritl  to  him  now  as  if  a  cct- 
iniii  clue  was  aSurOttl  iiim  of  arriving  ut  sanw  disco- 
very of  Ills  nistM.il'fur  victim.  Hinging  (uidc,  i!ir 
the  paper  liv  was  pcnitiiig,  awny  Uv  ItuienuU  lui 
uffioc  of  the  JMtriiul  ill  quotioii,  concerning  vl 
conduct,  nianugcment,  vnd  cdiiorsjiip,  he  wax  t>o«r 
so  ciiriotit  to  glcun  intelligence.  To  ullbrd  liiii 
Imjwcvct,  tnut  no  buxinen  of  ihe  clerlu  and  uiiito 
supcrintonilents  in  lh«  office  of  ils  public  dclii 
and  ihe  tinswers  he  received  were  rery  alian. 
was  informed  generally  that  there  were  sever 
editors. 

Accordingly,  he  left  the  office,  but  took  core 
watch  patiently,  to  see  where  the  letters  and  coiu- 
muuicatioit!!  to  the  different  eilitors  were  conveyedi 
hts  spies  following  the  bearers  in  all  directiouh, : 
reporting  to  him  the  clKU-ocierof  the  place  or  : 
dcnco  where  the  packets  were  delivered. 

The  rctwon  is  obvious  of  his  wishing  to  lean*  i 
cli»riic(er  of  the  peculiar  spot  where  any  of  tli 
eoinmunications  were  taken ;  for  if  tt  should 
iiiiirketl  by  nny  circumstances  of  secrecy,  or  par^ 
ticulur  privacy,  his  suspicions  woiiU)  derive 
lirmution,  and  his  pursuit  be  encouraged  to  proc 
w-itli  ineren«ed  idacrily. 

Ilis    ho^M-s  of  ^ioine   Mii;h    result    lu  thtu  bctc 
atlbrded   hi»   inquiry  were  not  ollogelhcr  tlii 
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poiiued.  lie  licanl  thxt  in  one  instanv«  u  boy 
with  communicatioiu  had  b«cn  fallowed  to  ft  vety 
>la(c  habitation,  where  lie  merely  ptil  the  letien 
'tfarougb  an  aperture  in  the  door,  mode  for  tliut  pur- 
pose. 'I'o  titis  spoc  l>e  determined  on  directing  his 
■nsuint  inquiries ;  and  on  repairing  tliitlicr,  he  found 
no  trace  of  any  one  living  there.  "  Sorae  one,"  he 
thought,  "  must  come  to  tlii§  desolate  spot  to  take 
the  letters  that  are  delivered  here,  however  deserted 
it  nmy  be  in  itself— however  liltio  any  one  may 
stay  or  reside  Iicre." 

The  door  befcMre  which  he  stood  was  that  of  n 
room  near  one  of  the  "  inns  of  court,"  irtlhc  lop  of 
a  tuirrow,  craxy  staircase. 

It  w»s  towards  dark  when  tic  went,  at  n  period 
when  he  conjectured  it  was  mo«t  probable  (hitt  A 
person  wisliing  to  prctiefve  coiioealnienl,  or  pass 
under  disguise,  would  call  for  letters  and  communi- 
cations. He  wii»  iiut  mistaken  :  for  after  waiting 
for  some  little  time  in  a  nook  of  (lie  recess  lornied 
by  the  lan<ling-plikee,  he  perceived  an  old  woman 
come  up  tlie  stairs,  and  al\cr  bavin;;  nnlocketl  the 
door,  disburden  a  box,  (something  like  an  aims' 
box  for  the  poor,)  (ixed  to  tlic  instJe  of  it,  ami 
which  oonUitnvd  llie  papers  tlirtist  ihrough  ihe 
aperture  from  without. 

After  doing  ihl.t,  she  iip|)eared  (o  have  performed 
the  extent  of  Iter  commission,  for  she  did  not  even 
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filter  the  room  or   rooms  {wbich?ver  mi^tit 
tile  cint)  to  perform  any   domestic   duties, 
whicli  might  indicate  titat  any  one  l«l  his  iubtu-> 
able  existence  on  tli'is  spoL     Her  oiity  object, 
duty,  seemed  to  be  to  carry  away  ibe  coateuu  i 
the  box. 

Quandiab  immediately  felt  a  strong  curiosity 
follow  Iier.     lie  thought  he  might  crca  addr 
her;  and  accordingly  iii<juiri.tj  "  vrliu  lin-d  on  tt 
spul,  or  (o  whom  the  room  belonged  V     Siic,  Itow^ 
ever,  uiid  »he  wus  merely  employed  on  "  nn  erninS 
in  the  present  inKlance.  and  could  not  satUfy  him- 
80  he  lukvd  Ikt  no  more  qumions,  but  letting  lu 
proceed,  fulluwril  her  m  cluwly  lu  he  conveuient 
might;  not,  bowcrcr,  wiUiout  perceiving  that 
occiuionnliy  looked  back,  as'if  to  see  whether 
wa*  woichcd. 

This  circumstance  inimediatdy  suf^e&tcd  to  him 
that  there  must  be  some  object  of  concealment, 
ni>d  that  the  ignorance  of  tlie  woman  when  qiitn- 
lioncd  was  merely  ai&umeti ;  or  why  should  sh 
if  unconscious  of  aiiy  circumstances  requirij 
HCCTccy,  exhibit  herself  anxious,  or,  as  be  tcrrai 
it,  *■  fnlgety,"  about  being  looked  after. 
the»e  circumstances  tended  lo  confirm  his  su»] 
cions  that  lie  was  on  *'  the  right  scent ;"  and 
keenly  in  the  present  Insinnce  wax  I>e  le>)  oil  by 
thai  he  iruckixl  ll>c  old  bcldanie  under  fiirour 
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tlie  gloomi  till  t»e  taw  li«r  tuni  tlw  coruer  of  nn 
(dncurc  nod  murky  courl,  black  as  i)ic  jaws  of 
Orcus  ttmilf. 

Down  this  slir  piTxri-cdtd,  and  &loppi-d  nt  a 
miseruble  leiiemenl,  wlien-  n  iiumbi-r  uf  dirty  Irisli 
labouFvn,  witli  woiiibii  luid  cliildmi,  were  tilting 
on  the  »Hrp»  in  front  of  lh«  door.  Thi»  bevy  of 
rngged  Pntlmulen  wiu  nccupietl  in  drinking,  nnd 
duroouritig  i<>i-tli  n  strange  wild  Irish  lionl,  in  the 
geniitn«  Mitcsiun  tongue. 

He  ]>ii*sed  by  these  tatlerdematioit*  without 
taking  any  notice  of  them,  as  if  his  businvKS  luul 
been  to  call  on  some  one  in  tlie  house,  and  pro- 
oeeded  up  the  staircase  after  the  old  woman  ; 
though,  us  iJie  hiul  tlic  start  of  him,  he  was  nnalilt; 
to  tell  the  precise  room  or  floor  wlicrc  her  sscent 
viided.  lie  was,  at  present,  on  th«  lamling-plac« 
of  the  first  floor ;  but  tbc  doors  of  both  rooms  on 
the  right  and  left  of  the  stnircu^e  being  opi-n,  he 
was  ciuiblitl  to  look  in  and  miti.tfy  biniself  ttuit  the 
oJijcct  of  bis  search  was  not,  to  nil  appearance, 
thvre.  He  procewU^J  to  Uic  second  itoor,  and 
fancietl  Ii«  heard  n  whispering. 

lie  |>ause(I  to  Itsten.  He  then  tlmught  he  de- 
lected a  ruulitig,  as  if  of  female  dresses,  as  the 
wearers  of  them  [>nsscd  backwards  and  rurv>*ni'(I>,. 
^  At  length,  an  apparently  old  man,  came  out  from 
H  one  of  the  roomsi  whom  accordingly  Qunndish 
H   accosted — 


no 


ADVENTURES   OP 


"  Pray  whom  do  you  want?"  was  the  reply 
the  seeming  old  man,  in  a  shrill  key  of  voice,  mo 
like  ihat  of  an  aged  person  of  the  other  sex. 

"  I  liave  a  message  for  the  pei-son  whose  offii 

is  ID ,"  naming  the  desolate  spot  already  d' 

scribed  where  the  letters  were  taken  in. 

"  There  is  no  such  person  here,"  said  the  o 
man. 

"  Bui  I  saw  an  elderly  female  bring  pape 
here,  somewhere  in  this  house ;  the  person,  the 
must  be  here  for  whom  I  inquire." 

The  commencement  of  an  altercation  seemi 
at  this  juncture  to  have  arisen  ;  on  hearing  whici 
a  person  appearing  to  Quandish  to  be  the  vei 
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quired.  It  occurred  to  him  now  tlmt>  very  possi- 
bly, ibe  old  woman  hnd  on^  the  custody  of  the 
paperB,  which  ^e  might  still  be  going  to  take  to 
some  further  place  of  destination :  and  that  she 
had  stopped  liy  ihv  way  at  what  might  be  Iiit  own 
wretched  abode.  He  entcrcti,  then,  lite  room, 
with  confidence  ol  fint,  but  started  on  teeing  seated 
by  on«  side  of  tJte  fire^pliice  n  figure,  bolt  ujiright, 
with  a  huge  coarse  veil  of  black  cloth  flung  over 
the  fitoc  and  slioulders. 

Many  sunnisnt  as  to  tl)i«  Mngular  appenrnnce 
presented  tliemulves  to  him ;  and  )ie  wiu  ahoiit  to 
Bik,  "  who  csit  that  lie  f  or,  "  what  in  the  rewon 
of  that  peiionV  oounteitiuicr  being  veiled  '"  when 
the  old  woniiui  niiitioiied  hiui  to  a  chnir,  uii  die 
opposite  sitle  of  tlie  tire-place  to  that  on  which  Uie 
veiU^  figure  was  *eaie<l.  Slie  took  no  further  no- 
tice of  his  Mirprbe,  tlian  mei«ly  to  observe,  "  Ah  [ 
die  poor  man'&  asleep — fast  asJet^p" — as  a  suHicient 
elucidation  of  his  conjectures  as  to  »o  singular  an 
appearance. 

Having  seated  himself,  Qtiandbli  commenced 
after  a  moment's  pause — 

'*  You  know  die  geiiUcman  fur  wliom  you  were 
carrying  those  papers,  I  dare  My  '" 

"  Oh  dear,  yes !  I  know  him  well !  none  belter 
ihnn  mj-sclf !"  she  replied,  with  ap|>arent  uncon- 
cern. 

Quaiidish  was   much    pleased  to  see  sbc  had 
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little  suspicion  (good  eoul)  of  the  object  ufi 
questions,  which   he  now  thoiight   he  cuuld 
undifiguisediy  aiid  slraigUtforward  ;  which  he 
hardly  expected  would  have  been  permitted  bio 
to  do. 

"  You  then  can  icli  me  where  he  lives,  I  dare  s 
"  Yes,  to  be  aurc  1  can  I"  site  reptie«),  grinn 
with    seeming   unoonsclousness,   while    Quand 
grinned  too,  from  a  different  cause. 

'■  Ciin  you,  then  ?"'  he  said  ;  "  that's  right." 
"  '^ou  sccin  to  wisli  particuUrly  to  know." 
"  No,  no  !  not  particularly,"  said  QuaudiK 
it  tuggestod  itself  to  him  iliat  if  he  evincetl  ml 
anxiety  to  Icflm  tlic  truth,  he  should  be  for 
bid  liif;h  terms  for  the  intelligence,     lie 
mistaken  in  his  supposition. 

«  I  don't  sec."  said  the  old  bddane,  "what ' 
I  hare  to  tell  folks  anything  alwut  the  }^nihuiii 
unlets  I  know  die  person  that  asks  (or  him." 
*'  No,  no — true;  bat  suppose  the  person 
(Uked  (<»-  him  would  make  you  soine  considtn-at 
for  inRirming  him  ?" 

*'  Oh,  why,  tlicn "  and  as  die  spoke  sJie 

that  her  hand  liad  mdderdy  become  Iienrter  I 
guinea. 

"  Xow,  then,"  said  Quan<liith,  "  let  us  he 
Moving  paid  the  loll,  be  considered  tliat  h« 
atwut  to  pass  to  the  point  of  information.     But  { 
was  disappointed. 
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**'  Do  you  suppoEK,"  croak<tl  out  Uic  old  woman, 
*'  lliut  I  beumy  n  secret  for  Kuch  u  \r\(\e  m  ihtH  ?" 
Her  wonb  vtrt,  however,  nnticipaied  by  aiiotlier 

<' Or  tAhf^  slie  exclaimed,  whli  equul  scorn. 
Anoilier  guinea,  and  axtotlier  succeeded,  Imt  still 
tl>e  old  crone  was  not  willing  to  consider  (Ite  sum 
equivalent  to  the  value  of  tlie  eecKt. 

**  Why,  do  you  mean  to  trifle  with  me?"  said 
her  corrupter, 

"  Ha,  hu  I  no!"  gemmed  the  old  woman,  in  a 
sort  of  laugh.  "  I  only  wisln-d  lo  Icani,  from  lh« 
amount  you  were  willing  to  give,  Itow  important 
ibc  secret  of  the  pi-won'*  residence  must  be.  \\'hy, 
you  could  not  hid  more  if  you  were  hichliiig  for  his 
life!  and  would  you  hid  for  the  life  of  a  fvllow- 
CTxinhii'ey"  slie  addetl,  with  an  expression  of  scorn 
and  difgust  that  astonished  QuandUh  at  l)ie  energy 
with  which  it  was  uttered,  for  a  person  of  her  ago 
and  sex. 

"  Ob,  no,"  he  replied,  "  my  gooil  woman  t — 
you  mistake — you  quite  mistnke.  I  withed  to  lind 
him  out,  as  I  have  news  of  importance — of  advan- 
tage— for  him  lo  know,  t  would  give  anything, 
consequently,  to  find  him  out." 

"  Perhnps  you  have  not  far  to  go  to  do  that  -" 
said  the  old  woman,  wi'iniii;;  now  to  hnve  recovered 
ber  composure,  ai>d  resuming  her  tone  of  quiet 
untalization. 
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"  I  am  glati  to  hear  it  1"  replied  QuaiiiUtb. 

*<  Perhnps  you  are  in  the  sftin«  Immuc  wii)i 
said  tlio  crone.     Qunndish  put  hb  finger  to  hi^ 
8S  be  saiti,  with  aii  air  of  caution — 

"Ay,  ay  I  shew  me  tlie  room — ^where?- 
and  he  now  thought  die  was  about  to  surren^ 
(h«  (Ifsirod  scent ;  nor  wag  he  altoi^ther  mbb 
'IVi  miikc  sure,  doubly  Kurc,  however,  he  pt 
rciiiiiiiider  of  the  money  which  ho  had.  puir 
all,  into  \kt  luinds ;  and  which  was  certainly,  < 
a  weighty  argument. 

"  Shew  you  the  room  T  she  replied,  after  I 
looked  al  ilm  ptir«e  Mid  bahuicrd  K  in  her 
"  shuw  you  the  room  !" — then,  after  a  moc 
pauxe,  nIm;  lulded,  in  her  Ibrmer  bantering  loc 

"  Perhaps  you  lire  in  the  Nimc  room  with  Id 

Quamlisb  Mturied  a*  his  eyes  involimtarily 
on  ilie  mute  figure,  whose  face  vi\s  runccaliM)  J 
who«e  slumber*  had   continneil   undtsturbedj 
unbroken  throughout  tlteir  conversiition. 

Whilst  he  was  yet  intently  giicing  on  this  Hi 
and  temporarily  lo«t  to  what  wns  pitning  ar 
him,  in  the  surprise  it  occnsione;!,  he  felt  hit 
seized  from  behind  hy  tlte  thmal,  under  the  | 
of  a  powerful  hand,  while  hi*  h«u1  was  001 
with  a  vdl,  much  after  the  fashion  of  hts 
friend  opposite. 

itesistance  was  vain, — a  klmnger  arm  than  I 


own  held  biro ;   while  a  cord  with  n  ready  ■ 
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noose  ntuiclicd  liiin,  beyond  ihe  pciwer  urextru:ating 
himself,  to  thv  lieuvy  old  nnn-chur  in  whkti  lie  was 
scateil. 

When  he  was  fully  secured,  and  both  his  nrms 
Slid  1^  were  |iiiiioiied  light  to  the  seat,  tlw  veil 
ma  snatched  aside  from  hb  eyesi  ami  on  looking 
for  the  old  hog  who  had  tantalized  liim  >o  lately, 
iMHiT' — not  ker — but,  to  his  wonder,  beheld  in  her 
pboe  tlie  very  being  he  was  in  quest  of — UatficUl 
himselfl 

"  Ah,  ha!  my  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Simmoitdf; 
so  you  have  found  mr,  bsvo  yoit?'*  uiid  our  hero,  in 
a  tone  and  with  a  smile  of  polite  irony,  and  in  hU 
usual  "  ea&y"  way.  For  a  few  momenta  he  stood, 
with  this  smile  on  his  countcnntice,  rt-ffiirding  the 
ghastly  and  astonished  features  of  im  trepanned 
foe,  till  at  Ivnglh  the  expression  of  cunlL-nipt  »nd 
irony  Utat  marked  his  smile  strengthened  into  a 
keener  feBturc!  of  *oorn,  as  he  ihiw  [irow;c<Ie«I — 

"  Ingmie!  Ik  it  possible  you  are  the  being  to 
whom  I  liaTo  been  a  benefactor?  But  I  will  not 
dvr«ll  (ut  that.  So  you  have  hunteil  nte  out  at 
last!  —  but  rememlter,  you  have  ii  Hatfield  to 
deal  with.  And  (l>o<igh,  ftend  as  I  must  con- 
sider you,  you  have  keenly  followed  on  the  scent 
of  niy  blood,  yet  I  liave  dtnlanced  you  hither- 
to. What  hinders  me  this  moment  from  ridding 
myself  of  your  rife  and  unrelenting  blood-ttiirsli- 
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ne» — this   instanl?"     And   he   rawed   the 
he  liud  drnwu  forth  as  he  spoke,  with  a  rk 
titnt  left  tliG  wreichetl  being  lie  addrcwMMl  Ii(f 
hope  tbr  his  lile.     "But  noV  he  conUnucd;^ 
will  not  defile  my  hsttds  with  the  blood  of  so  , 
a  mtscreaDt.     Were  I  to  take  the  life  of  a  i 
though  he  were  my  hJttcn-st  viieiny,  1  sliould 
mit  an  offence  in  ihe  rycofHcnvcii  iinpnrdonab 
SO  offence  of  s  njiturc  I  have  ever  shuddered  ai 
thought  of.     Ycfe!  Hmven  i.t  merciful  and  rel 
tug;  but  innit  is  the  persecutor  tltat  hunts  to  de 
The  ci'inie  you  hunt  me  down  fur  is  piuxlona 
in  the  sight  of  suprente  VVb^m,  hut  not 
eye  of  bloodthiriiv,   w-olfidi  man.*      Take 
life,  itien,  mbcruint;  bui  llmuk  nut  me  for  the  gM 
thank  the  mercy  of  llinl  Hvnven  lltiit  overc 
inc  and  IwldM    me    bnck^— dial  whispers   loj 
«nguidti?d  .spirit  to  trust  in  it  for  future  del 
nace,  as  I  have  trusted  in  it  hitherto  and  fn 
rescue.     I  will  not  sliew  myself  insensible,  itn^ 
ful,  for  the  extension  of  mercj- 1 — I  will  not  fn 
the    proiectiim    of    Hearen    by    spilling    bb 
althotigh  the  wtmliless  bU>od  of  such  a  reptile 
viper  in<!eed  whose  blood  were  belter  spilled 
spared  to  rid  the  earth  of  hU  haitiiKHnc  doings  ;l 


I    UcBH 

lon^ 


*  ThelM;iiJi>iuteiu)Mcqu«DiIjtiinulledltibil«cknikid 
1104  liU  very  lUtly,  and  afta  •  coutm  of  ptncrerint  «li 
attain  th«  daand  mull. 
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fMt  to  b«  «pill«(I  hy  my  hand.  Ay.  you  nifty 
curHc,"  he  contiiiiieil,  as  Qiuindisli  in  all  ihe 
venom  of  impotent  mge  uttered  curses  from  be- 
tween lib  teeth,  as  Ite  groiint]  Uicm  together. 

'•  Ay,  you  may  fonc, — you  will  hove  leisure  to 
do  so.  You  liuvc  soiigttt  nic,  imd  you  have  found 
me;  but  not  to  triumph  in  your  search  much,  1 
think  I"  he  oddCTi,  in  n  tone  agniu  of  bitter  irony. 
"The  mean  ncls  of  buying  my  life,  vfhlch  yon 
were  pmciiniog  where  ynti  l>eliered  tliey  were 
•Milnblti,  ore  turned  agninu  younteli^  llie  poor 
weak  old  woman  you  &nc>ed  you  were  bribing  to 
deliver  me  up  was — myself.'  And  nioi^t  sensotiably 
has  this  sum  come  into  my  hundi;  it  will  enable 
me  to  institute  anoilier  step  towards  liaOling  your 
biooilthii-sty  pursuit 

"  There  nrc  twenty  and  odd  guineas  here,  it  seems. 
Ahl  well,  you  can  affiird  to  pay  dtai,  since  you  will 
be  richly  repaid  llic  amount,  in  the  balance  alwve 
itof  iIm;  Itvwanl  Money — when  you  get  it — wlien 
you  secure  mcl"  and  he  laughed  bitterly,  in 
mingled  (com  and  indij^nation.  "At  present,  I 
leave  yoti  wliere  you  are,  but  not  without  a  com- 
panion I" 

So  saying,  he  raised  tlie  veil  from  the  Ettcc  of  the 
figure  ituit  was  seated  in  tiu:  cluiir  oppuvltn  Quoii- 
dtKh,  white  lie  luistened  from  llie  room  whidi 
Quundiih  heard  locked  and  boiled  after  him. 
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To  what  a  companmn  was  the  wrctclted  inral 
UA I    That  unralecl  brow  dt>doM»l  the  livi 
pect  or  (Ivath  !     It  was  the  death  liewnilcd  id 
Irish  "koi^n"  he  hiul  itran)  on  entciiii^  ihc  horn 

In  tilt  «|ualt{l  h»biinik)ii  in  which  tlie  dccqi 
had  met  hi«  end,  life  had  found  little  confl 
little  of  repose;  »nd  a  bt-d  was  even  wanting  ( 
him  to  breathe  his  hutun.  'Htc  chair. in  whic 
divd,  hit  void,  atifT  ligure  still  occupied, 
was  "no  «]M!culation"  in  itwee  eyes;  no  (H^ 
hand  had  closnl  the  Iid&  to  veil  (hctii  dc 
There  they  glared  in  fixed  and  horrid  lifelesne 
fall  in  llie  face  of  the  scared  being  who  was  ca 
strained  to  meet  them.  It  was  in  rain  he 
to  shun  their  chill  encounter — tl»ere  they  gli 
6xc<l  ininiovcahly  on  him — suJl  chill' — still 
— still  the  same  I 

W'itli  intense  giwing,  llm  wretched  mim's 
no  let*  than  sight,  became  dhxy.     A  faint  sic 
overspread  his  whole  fi'aitic.    Ijy  dcjprees,  ilio  ]« 
Mesmerism*  lo  which  he  was  subjected    It: 
cRcct  on  Im  senses.     Diiionlen^  fancies  cr 
on  his  brain — the  phantom  %ure  .iccmetl  to  I 
it«clf  and  approach  him — he  taiicied  he  felt  it 
bands  touch  him — ^he  straggled  to  rescue  hi 


■"Aiiimul  MagaetUin,"  of  which  Metmcr  naa  the 
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liroin  llio  clammy  loucli,  but  in  vain, — lh€  horrid 
nt^lit-tniire  of  a  deranged  fancy  was  on  him, — he 
coiiU)  iwt  cscnpc.  Before  him  the  dpnd  Ibrm  rote 
iiiid  met  him  fuvc  tn  (iicc,  wtnlu  the  tcy  touch  ttu-illed 
throiigli  hi*  rnimu — Uc  sliriukvd  iiloud — in  his  d«Ii- 
riumheciillcdcM)  the  ncmv  of  Haliivhl  tonssisthim, 
uncootcioiu  tliiit  h«  wns  n[>|iatliiig  for  aid  to  the 
Iwing  lie  )uid  it  hricf  {xriml  past  at.ught  to  diiitroy  ; 
but  HiufieltLhad  aided  him  in  limes  past,  und  the 
imprestion  poKtihly  haunted  him,  though  he  had 
since  done  bb  utmost  to  efiace  IL 

A  stupor  ciiuK!  on  him,  and  a  shout  of  lauf^hlvr^as 
if  of  rieiidn,  roM  over  his  dream  of  liorror.  Tiie 
bonds  tlint  cnuKtrained  him  cuuUl  not  have  bdd 
htm  more  strictly  bound  than  the  ice-bonda  of 
terror  thai  mastered  him — all  insensible  and  ap- 
parently lifeless  as  he  was. 

lliG  eyes,  ihey  were  starting  from  the  sockets, 
iu  ihr  ctinvul^ve  struggle  his  frame  had  sustained 
— the  limbs  were  listless — the  hanila  dropped. 
The  livid  hues  on  the  cheek  M-emeil  caught,  as  U 
vcrc,  in  g1ia«ily  contagion  from  the  brow  of  death 
oppo*it<s  ihat  still  glared  fixedly  on  himi  as  though 
watching  in  silent,  relentlecs  scrutiny,  its  deadly 
spell  upoa  his  form  I 
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CHAPTER  Vlll. 


'  King.  Do  you  ihink  'lis  this! 
Queen.  Il  may  be  very  likely." 
•  •  •  • 

Kin^.  His  affeciions  ilo  not  that  way  lend. 
Nor  what  he  spake,  .  .  . 
And  1  (la  doubt  t!ie  hatch,  and  the  disclose. 
Will  be  some  danger." 


JAMES  HATFIELD. 

Lady  BBltlerion  Iwiiig  coonected  in  die  degree 
of  "hundredth  cousin,"  M  Mr.  Howbiggen  would 
snceringty  observe,  with  himself  and  nisicr,  tli« 
Boctftl  inrercoi]n«  between  Mbs  Unnbiggen  and 
her  "  noble  coitsin**  hnd  been  kept  up  l)ryoii<l  ihc 
limits  of  the  single  soir^  already  mentioned.  In 
fact.  Miss  Howbiggen  was  (to  t»v  the  uncoitth 
language  of  our  grnndfutheni)  '•  mighty  friends  " 
n-ith  her  Indyship;  which  b  not  alwa)*!  ihe  ctuc 
amongi't  "relations."  The  divi&ionf,  indceil,  ami 
jcnIoiH  fends  aniongtt  kindred,  are,  it  b  melancholy 
to  think,  often  much  more  mean  and  rancomm  ihnn 
between  the  most  utter  strangers  that  are  iniiriioid 
to  each  other.  But  such  was,  happily,  not  the 
footing  on  which  Miss  Howbiggen  and  her  kins- 
woman stood ;  ami  not  only  hxd  our  amiable  spin- 
ster bi.-cn  present  at  tlie  gmrulcr  banqucl^  at  Bal- 
denon  house,  but — yet  more  inviiing  cxhibilton  of 
kindre«l  confiilence  and  esteem  on  the  part  of  her 
noble  coitsin— site  had  enhance*!  by  her  presence 
iIk  charms  of  that  select  group,  the  **  family 
party,"  which  Lady  Baldcrton  occasionally  siini- 
monod  around  Iwr,  in  the  brief  tntervak  of  more 
extended  pnmp  and  luxurious  riot. 

Lord  Oaldvrton,  being  but  an  Irish  viseountnnd 
no  peer,  wa*ohligiid  to  seek  public  distinction  in 
the  •'  lower  house  j"  and  his  official  duties  requiring 
hisattendance  in  his  "place"  almost  every  evening 
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of  (he  week, — except  tlie  ckarly  met,  ftnd 
k>oknl-fbr  WmlneMiiij, — liis  liearth  nml  home  wc 
often  left  as  desolaie  as  ihat  c»f  any  c)uti-)oun^ 
tlie  present  day,  vi\m  becomes  a  "  inule-j 
ralber  ilinn  n  "rntnily-mnti,"  by  dawdling  lor 
al  Im  clubf  away  from  boiite,"  m  hb  negb 
sp<Mi»e  will  tell  yoti.     On  tlicsc  ocaisions  of 
li-Tt  to  Iitrself,  I^dy  Puttterton  wonltl  often  seel 
tJte  ttgriauHs  of  MUs  HonbiggeiiV  MK'iety,  ttbai 
cards  and  tea  en  petilt  eomiti  relieved  lh«  ef 
of  ennui. 

But  a  word  more  on  that  cmineni  per 
Lord  B«lclerion.    Tlie  "  place"  we  cursorily  MMcd 
bim  M  liotding  wot  no  less  than  the  iinf 
[Mut  of  iteeretary  for  Ireland  ;  but  how  lar  he 
fitted  for  tliat  station  or  not  was  a  snbjeci  of  nt| 
cavil  amongst  some,  while  oi)»er»  were  to  one 
n>onious  and   uncomplimentary  m   to  declare  | 
had  no  i-npucity  for  it  at  all.     It  is  tnie  he  had  I 
ovrrwltciiniitg  and  portentous  command  of 
and  decke<l  out  trifles  in  a  pump  of  graadikM|i] 
worthy  a  Titan   when  uttering  invectives 
the  h«tvenly  dwellers  of  Olymput.     But  if  fit 
the  niidM  of  all  tliese  sounding  senteneet  and 
of  diction,  you  were  to  search  for  any  pith 
point,  you  would   look   for  it  as  hopelessly  n 
Grniuino's  reason^  which,  envckipcd  as  they 
in  follkx  and  trifling,  were  as  one  or  two 
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grains  o(  whrot  to  »  bushel  of  elms';  bd<1  even 
wlttn  rouiiil,  x\tty  scarcely  repaid  the  »earch. 

H<>w«ver,  be  tliis  as  it  might,  Lord  Baldertoit'x 
ltrol>dignagian  periods,  aiid  "  Msquipedaltn  ver- 
ba," his  shallow  nrgumenls  spun  otit  "per  ambages 
verborum,"  which,  being  inlcrpretcd,  means  •'  rig- 
marole"— all  these,  too,  being  rendered  yet  more 
portentous  by  a  ^most  admimble"  confusion  of  me- 
taphor, and  parentheses  longer  ihnn  the  sentence 
they  intcrianl«l — had,  yet,  tJicir  iwe.  For  des- 
pite nil  tlie  singular  characteristics  of  his  lord- 
ship's eloquence,  it  often  stood  the  goremmcnl 
leader  in  the  bouse  in  good  stead  ;  for  if  time  irns 
to  be  gained  by  the  mere  ventilation  of  inane  ver- 
biage until  the  •*  leader"  was  ready  with  some 
momentou*  motion, — or  again,  if  the  attention  of 
(l)c  house  was  to  be  diverted  from  more  important 
maiiL-r,  its  senses  puzxleJ  and  led  away  fmtn  the 
merits  of  the  question — the  noble  lord  was  found 
a  most  useful  servntit.  He  would  "  talk"  on  any- 
thing and  everything,  and  wltlnnit  end,  as  far  as 
dealing  in  " generals ;"  but  as  for  ihe  "point" — he 
was  never  accused  of  such  a  feat  a*  coming  to 
one. 

Tlic  noble  lonl,  tliough  of  hasty  temper  (it  was 

said)  binnvlf,  yet  kept  others  in  amazing  good 

liumoiir;   and   titere  was   a    "set"  in  the  liouse 

that  used  uniformly  to  come  down  to  it  with  the 
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view  of  having  a  ■'  treat,"  as  ibcy  termed  it,  in  h 
ing  Lonl  Baldcrtoii'»  "good  things."     There 
would  sit — ttie  ribald  crew  —  with  n  rcndy 
lurking  lit  the  corner  of  their  lipK,  the  monK 
he  w'lis  "on  his  legs" — a  grin,  which  the  iran 
his  IordiJii(>'i  genius  was  soon  to  ripen  into  the  Til 
blown  glory  or  loud  cBcltinnntion.    HowcouhlitI 
ctheiwtK  ?    Fur  even  his  htst  frivmls  coutil  scar 
sit  nnir  him,  ntid   look  grnve,  when  the  splent! 
jumble  of  niemphors  flung  forili  by  his  lonlship, 
"  n^toiiisJied   their  weak  minds ;"  when  measun 
were  represented  as  *'  hingeing  on  a  feature,"  i 
when  the  " incendiary  spirit''  was  said  to  "ins 
date  and  deluge  the  country  !" 

But  the  great  problem  with  all  persons,  whdl: 
of  hi»  own  or  the  opposite  party,  was,  whence 
derived  what  sense  ever  did  transpire  ihrougli 
liamngucs?     It  was  difficult  to  imagiDC  that  hit 
self  «-as  the  sotnce  of  it,  «ind  there  wtrre  many 
mises  on  tlie  auhjeei.     Soute  uiid  that  his  frit 
llic  Prime   Minister  supplied  (be  groia  of  wiii 
the  bii»Iicl  of  rigmaroles  or  "  gab,"  as  it  was  in 
Criininatvly  designatr^l.     Others  told  Stories  of  I 
being  hour*  on  hours  closclixl  with  n  very  slir 
and  clever  private  secretary;  nnd  it  was  genera 
believird  tliiit  it  was  from  this  source  the  qnnlifn 
ingredient  of  common  sense  and  nrgunietitat 
"pith"  wm  acquired. 
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B  This  valiuibic  AchateK  of  Lord  Balderlon  was 

I  »o  mucli  occupicil  with  lits  duties  of  secretary, 
I  will)  answering  Ititterti  transcribing  documents, 
and  drilling,  or  {iih«t  i.i  calleil  at  collrgc)  "  crnm- 
ming"  tbc  noble  lurtl,  tlial  lie  found  little  time 
for  iiociet,Vt  nnd  was  often  ts  much  an  **  absentee" 
from  I^dy  llalderton'^  toirAv  as  liis  lordshi])  him* 
self  Seldom,  however,  as  hU  multifariou!)  duties 
—  and  chit'fly  that  of  "drumming"  sense  into 
hit  patron's  numskull — would  permit  him  to  en- 
gage in  the  relaxations  of  sociclj',  yet  he  Imd  not 
been  so  mtKh  a  recluse  but  llial  Miss  Ilowbiggen 
had  met  him  once  or  twice :  and  ttiough  he  had  a  cer- 
tain obliquity  in  one  of  his  eyes,  and  was  altwlulely 
without  whiskers,  (peculiarities  which  slie  recog- 
nised in  none  of  her  acquaintance,)  yet  there  was 
"  a  something,"  she  fancied,  in  his  face  and  oounto 
nana:,  that  struck  her  as  not  having  been  seen  by 
her  fur  the  first  time. 

This  surmise  she  of  course  expressed  to  Iter 
brolhcr. 

"  Pooh,  nonsense  \"  he  replied,  hastily,  and  with 
his  usual  scepticism.  '*  Vou  women  are  always 
finding  out  resemblances,  and  fancying  you  know 
this  person,  at>d  (hat  person,  and  tl>e  other,  just 
for  the  sake  of  gratifying  an  inclination  to  prate 
about  people  1" 

"  My  dear  Tobias,  may  not  »  person  express  an 
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idea  thai  site  has  »cen  another  before,  wiiliout 
suggettiug  it  as  a  hinge  fur  klic  tpoculation  ?  Now 
I  tlt'mk  of  it,  be  is  uticoiittnoiily  like  a  periaon  1 
have  seen  before  I  Who  «in  it  be?"  she  aakl,  ait 
she  sate  puzzling  herself  with  her  efforu  at  reo^- 
lection. 

"  I'm  sure  /  coji'l  tell !"  uttered  the  *•  good< 
humoured"  Tobu»i  "  nor  doea  it  re»y  much  sig^ 
nify  I" 

"  Oh  !  I  Viiow  who  it  K  he  is  like  !" 

"  Well,  wIk),  prav  ?' 

"  Why,  no  less  a  person  than  our  former  gtuM-— 
that  penon  that  passed  himself  off  as  C»tond  Ren- 
more." 

"  Pshaw  I  iHHUteme  t  abwrd  ! — how  oould  h* 
ever  bocoiiic  Lord  Dahlerton's  secreury?  M; 
good  Hclty,  do  let  mc  advise  you  not  to  pre  way 
U>  this  foolish  habit  (excuse  me)  of  rummaging  out 
*  who  people  are !'  Jusi  Ici  thorn  alone,  and  tl»eir 
likcnesKs!  It  was  all  through  your  imporiuniiy 
ilial  v/f.  fii-*t  admiitcd,  or  rather  worried,  that 
certainly  clever  iiixl  agreeable,  but  designing  person 
into  our  botiw ;  and  iww,  it  seemsi  you  will  not 
rest  contented  until  you  commit  n  positive  afTront 
in  tatding  to  Lady  Balderton  your  surmises  that 
her  Inisband's  confidential  secretary  ami  tliis  wl- 
venturer,  this  toi-disani  '  Colonel,*  may  be  Hm 
tame  perKHi." 
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**  No,  no;  no  such  lliing.  Mr.  Ilowbigg«D. 
'Hiere  you  step  beyoml  the  point  in  qiKstion.  I 
only  any  th«y  are  like  each  other." 

"  Wet),  wliat  matters  that?  You  may  see  fifty 
people  like  him,  or  like  one  another.  The  expres- 
sion of  a  conjecture  sudt  as  that  you  ai-e  longing 
to  deliver  yourscir  of  can  be  of  no  avail,  utilvss  it 
were  adilrcssfd  to  tlw  detection  of  a  proscribed 
individunL  If  it  Ins  not  liib  object  in  view,  it  b 
mere  idle  'gossip,'  and  had  better  be  suppressed. 
I  AMure  you,  it  will  be  highly  affronting  to  Lord 
Ualdertoii's  secretory,  Mr.  .  . .  what  is  his  name  ?" 

**  Capi>ergi)l,"  replied  tlie  lady. 

"  Mr.  Capperi^ll,— if  you  go  spreading  about 
iliat  he  is  like  a  notorious  adventurer,  nay  a  de- 
nounced criminal !" 

So  saying,  Mr.  Ilowbiggcn  hobbled  out  of  lus 
arm-chair  to  lake  tip  n  review,  which  had  about 
that  time  come  fortli  on  in  win^  of  "blue  and 
saflVon,"  like  a  mighty  dragon  fly  or  hornet,  buz- 
zing about  and  stinging  nil  that  ciime  in  il«  way ; 
Its  waspi»h  cliaracteristia  reoomm«i>ding  it  conge- 
nially to  our  ascetic. 

Miss  Howbiggen  feeling  conscious  tliat  her  bro- 
llier  had  the  best  of  the  argnment,  was  not  sorry 
to  let  the  topic  drop  for  the  present,  and  aa  far 
as  A^  was  concerned.  An  old  comic  poet  says — 
**You  shall   never  convince  mct  however  con- 
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vincing;"  and  of  Uik  proponilion  Mtss  Ilowliig- 
gcTi's  "  aminble  failing"  appears  to  ofKrr  an  illns- 
irutiofi ;  fur  it  was  not  tier  disposition  to  be  cotf  i 
vitioed  hy  argument,  hower«r  rensotuble,  oM 
silenMd  by  contradiction,  however  tlecisiw.  Oo 
the  coiitmry,  the  more  slie  thought  of  iliia  "  ningti- 
lar  retemhUiDCv,"  the  more  Rdgctjr  »l>c  bccami:  each 
succeeding  i\ay,  u>  find  some  clutnnel  for  iht;  com- 
munication of  her  ideas,  and  vet  more  tome  con* 
rnmation  of  their  validitv.  ^ 

Such  »  channel  was  not  long  wanting,  and  initfl 
llie   hovom   of  the   pcnon  wlio  siibrded   it,  idle 
IMiunxl  forth  her  "surmise,"  with  an  nnxiety  ihut^ 
was  not  «urp»ifficd  in  the  instjincc  of  even  MiduV^ 
wifv,   in  disburdening  hencif  of  tb«  secret,  thni 
told  >uch  a  pretty  ude  at   her  hu&band's 
peii»e. 

If,  tli<:ii,  Mist  Howbiggen  was  dehglitcd  oo 
part  in  making  die  comniunication,  t)w  sntit&clion 
she  afforded  to  the  person  slie  addressed  vans  nt 
procid.     Tilts  being  was  no  other  lluu  Quoiidtk 
wiwin  w«  left  to  so  disagreeable  a  predicanrati 
some  time  ago,  according  to  the  period  iliat  has 
ebijtted   in  our  Htory,  and    (tie   circirinsiaoces  of 
whose  extricniion  from  thisdilfiuma  weslmll 
in  due  lime. 

At  present,  we  ilinW   proceed   to  say,   ihnt 
grinned  a  gliastly^  smile  on  bearing  Mist  llowbu 
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i'»  •*  jturtniRe" — a  smile  iiidicmivc  uf  bitter  malic** 
Mid  a  resolution  lor  rereiige.  He  cnuglu  »l  the 
*<liiiii,"  (lis  it  appeared  to  liim  to  l>e,]  thfit  Mr. 
Cappergill  was  itie  person  be  so  panted  to  find — 
l>e  caught  at  it,  as  a  drowning  man  wotiUl  at  a 
straw ;  for  he  had  begun  nimost  to  despair  of  suc- 
ceeding in  his  pursuit  of  his  prey,  since  hts  last  un- 
expected, and  for  him  disastrous  "falling  in"  with 
the  dcainetl  object  of  his  quest. 

Since  that  {KTiod,  ho  had  bccii  yet  more  ardent, 
if  poaible,  tlian  ever,  in  his  vmlcaroui-s  to  discover 
aitd  secure  tlte  penwn  agninM  whoin  lib  rancour 
bad  been  so  mucti  exasperated ;  but  nil  trace  of 
him  was  lost.  \'urkiu»  were  the  disguises  Quantl- 
ish  adopted  in  order  to  facilitate  his  search ;  now 
wandering  about  as  a  jew  pedlar — now  as  a  n«nrs- 
inonger ; — tn  fact,  traversing  the  town  in  all  direc- 
tions and  capacities. 

His  meeting  with  Mis  nowbi^en  had  been  en- 
lirely  owing  to  his  own  vigilance.  We  remotnber 
the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Howbiggcn  being  so 
plagued  with  llw  importunity  of  the  Jew  pencil- 
vender.  This  worthy  was  no  other  tlian  Quandish, 
and  his  annoyance  of  Mr.  Howbiggen  wai  a  riiort 
period  litibxeijiiciit  to  the  discomliturc  he  bud  met 
from  Hatfield,  as  lately  witnessed.  He  bad  been 
aetire  in  tracing  out  any  of  llie  gentry  (hat  )uip- 
pened  to  be  in  town  whom  I^Iatlield  luid  known, 
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«  he  tlwuglit  it  posrible  his  necessities  i 

him  lo  pntcttw  some  txpedient  on  ibeii 

to  rmite  nionev,  nnd  benc«  he  bojieii  a  clue  wouti 

Iw  nfTorded  towards  arriving  at  ibe  miui  hiowelf' 

Accordingly,  when  he  had  discovered  the 
of  old  Uowbigi^n,  which  he  did  by  followuig 
pertinaciously  as  we  have  before  dewribed,  he  miule 
it  his  business  lo  lurk  almut  ibopreniiscsiin  order  tn 
catch  nn  opportunity  of  nddrcsiing  Mis;  llowbig- 
geii  as  she  should  b«  Mvppiiij;  into  the  carriage 
He  well  knew  her  prO)»atsity  for  whi»t  her  brotlkrr 
termed  "gosuping,"  and  was  certnin  Uint  if  any 
inielligetice  «tich  as  he  desired  was  to  be  nrri?«l 
at,  he  should  gain  it  tbroitgli  Iter,  if  she  hnd  it  in 
afford  him.  lie  was  not  disappointed,  us  Itoit  been 
seen,  in  falling  in  with  her.  fl 

lie  mpde  her  a  most  lowly  and  respectful  rexe* 
rencv  ns  he  pretended  to  be  cflKiially  passing  by, 
hb  appearance  being  tlmt  of  the  dtstenting  preacher 
again,  under  which  chnracter  he  had  been  known 
lo  lier  ui  Butterniere.  Uis  gear  ncoordingly  cor- 
reqxmded  to  tliis  sanctimonious  diaracter,  aocl 
commanded  Iter  respect  by  the  ediriety  of  hi 
gube.  It  consisted  of  n  pepper-and-salt  sqttart- 
tailed  coat,  with  lai^-  silvered  buttons,  a  pair  of 
drab  smiOl-clothes,  and  gaiters  of  the  same  com- 
plexton;  tltc  "lower  man"  being  tcrminaiud  by 
the  huge  fquarc-toed  shocc  that  marked  the  tpUy- 
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foot  of  iho  wearer,  tlie  instep  being  further  sur- 
mminlcd  bv  lui  enormous  buckle,  which  gome  of 
our  worthy  vilingc  "  gnlTvrs"  may  scil),  uvea  at  this 
)ai«  <)iiy,  be  s«c»  to  exhibit. 

Mm  Howbiggen  ww  by  no  meuiw  baekwnrd  or 
Hncon<]t!M;en4)ing  in  ncknowledging  the  a|iparent 
preacher's  snluiation.  She  had  now  found,  it  oc- 
curnH)  to  her,  some  one  to  wliom  to  impart  the 
"surmise"  Uint  so  hnunted  her.  Nay!  th«  np> 
pearance  of  QiiniidiKh  wn-i  n  signal  lo  recur  to 
iImw  reoolk-cttMiic  of  Buttermcre,  iinil,  in  connexion 
Willi  ihm  spot,  of  HntlicUl  alto,  that  ofieretl  no  ex- 
cellent nn  avenue  for  the  introduction  of  tliis  "  «ur* 
mise."  The  luie  win  ilien  at  her  tongue's  end,  con- 
cerning tlie  "resemblance"  to  our  hero  which  ihe 
had  discovered  in  Mr.  Gi[^rgill. 

She  lost  no  time,  it  may  be  supposed,  in  hasten- 
ing to  arrive  at  tlie  expressioo  of  all  she  wiiihcd  to 
relieve  hcrselfof — conclndii^,  "  And  such  a  resem- 
blance to  him,  in  spito  of  his  squint  and  red  hair! 
out  Mr.  Quandish,  you  n-ould  itgrei*  wilh  me,  as 
regard*  the  likeness,  were  you  to  see  him.  And 
surely  there  is  no  hiirm  In  saying  one  person  is  like 
anollier,  in  spite  of  all  Mr.  ITowhiggeii  says !  Bui 
he,"  atie  added,  to  herself,  "speaks  juHt  for  tlie 
sake  of  contradiction,  nnd  for  no  other  reason  in 
the  wofld." 
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We  have  alrcotty  stated  (lie  satisCictioD  wii]i  i 
ihis  iotelligencc  vrait  roceivod  by  QunnilUIi,  uii^ 
iinro«<Uslely  set  nbouL  (uxlng  liiti  wits  to  dci-is 
best  tncans  of  putl'mg  ihv  inquisitive  ladv  u 
way  of  ari'iving  at  u  &iill  rurtlii*r  ossumacv  of  tl! 
validity  of  liei-  surmise,  relatite  to  thu  iJcnlity  i 
tlie  secretary  and  bis  enemy ;  liis  (Ictumiinot 
l>eing  to  set  upon  tlie  intelligence  Ite  hoped 
tract  from  l»er,  and  shiipc  his  pliuis  accurdinglj 

Meantime,  he  relfttcd  to  her,  in  obedience  to  I 
inquiry,    ilic   whole   circuinsUtnccs   of  Ilts  put 
from  Derwvntwnter  of  the  "  culprit,"  as  he 
niited   U^ilield,  currying  ilieni  down  to  ibe: 
dbastrous  rencoutre  wiiii  him,  which  ended  in 
selfbcing  left  vis'4-vii  w-itti  tlte  dead  Bgure,  as  i 
described.     'Die  murky  court  which  iuid  beenj 
scene  of  tliis  grim  catoslrapbe  appeanti  from 
information   he   now   gave   the   wondering 
Uowbi^en,  to  have  been  situate  in  ttiat  dtstr 
Irish   colonization   whose    tutelar    saiut    is 
Oiha." 

"  Good  iKsvens,  how  shocking '."  she  excUui 
*'  And  how,  pray,  were  you  extricated  at  lust 
such  a  frightful  prfdicaiucnt  ?* 

*'  When  1  next  came  to  myself,  I  found  a 
bcr  of  Irish  people  rutiud  me,  who  n-ere  loadinf 
with  abu9^  so  lar  from  giving  me  an; 
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Thej  ndied  how  I  dared  to  inirtide  into  the  he 

dcutlt  iind  niouniin^,  where  tliey  were  dresdy 
'keening  ?°  This  ol)jiirf;ation  was  hut  nn  excuse, 
mt  I  suppose,  for  maltreatiog  Die,  in  the  «oiirxe  ol' 
which  they  despoiled  me  of  ererj'ibittg  I  pus^essed. 
However,  I  was  glud  to  sabmit  to  the  alternative  of  i 
aiwge  bod  even  us  lliis,  riitlKr  than  remain  in  my 
prcwnt  hurribtc  condiliun,  an<(  cvcuIuhIIjt  ihcy 
turned  me  oiu  wiili  scarcely  anything  to  cover  me." 

"  But  have  you  not  taken  steps  to  puni:di  tticse 
rillnins  r 

**  So  iwwilderod  wat  I,  and  so  ill  had  I  recovered 
my  wits  froai  t)w  eHects  of  the  sitock  I  liad  sus- 
tained, (and  1  will  own  it  makes  me  feel  u  dixxincss 
even  to  recount  it,)  titat  I  could  not  tell  who  my 
uaaUants  were,  so  as  to  bring  them  to  justice." 

"  In  fiict,  they  robbed  you  of  eTer>'lhing,  goodj 
Mr.  Quandish  ?" 

"  Ay,  verily  did  they  !  and  it  is  a  mercy  they 
did  not  mimler  me ;  hut  iIm:  Lord  be  praised,  their 
hands  were  stayed  from  the  worse  offence." 

"  Hut  Itow  csmc  the  dead  body  there?  and 
wliat  hod  they  to  ilo  with  it  ?" 
'  **  I  soppoM  the  dead  person  had  been  some  re- 
lative of  d)e  party,  for  die  term  '  keening'  ex- 
presses a  lament  for  the  dead.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
they  wreaked  tlwir  fury  on  Die  as  an  intruder,  ns  I 
liBve  related  to  you." 
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*'  But  how  came  Hatfield 
back  to  those  desolate  rooms  « 
taken  from  the  newspaper  offii 

"  As  to  his  presence  in  iha 
court,  I  conclude  that  it  was  i: 
the  papers  used  eventually  K 
being  in  the  first  instance  li 
rooms'  you  speak  of,  and  whe 
woman,  whose  apparel  he  h 
under  when  he  discomfited  i 
light  was  so  uncertain  and  I 
no  doubt  it  was  the  same  oli 
lowed  to  the  court;  but  she 
the  stiiirc-asc  under   the  guis 
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•' They  were  so.  Ah,  happy  was  I  when  I  at 
length  was  fnirly  out  of  lb«r  read),  although  I  bad 
been  turned  out  of  their  horrid  den  with  scarcely  a 
rag  left  on  me !  Hnppy  was  1  in  escaping  with 
my  life."  HetumctiinoniouKlynddcd  in  his cliaractcr 
oFpreoclicr — "  Heaven  be  pmiscd  !** 

But  you  have  not  t«Id  n»c  yet  whtllier  you 
searched  for  Hatiield  nt  the  rooms  wtiere  the  papers 
were  first  of  all  left  for  him  ?" 

"Of  course,  I  went  there  with  the  police, but  no 
due  or  traec  could  be  discovered  of  him.  The 
doort;  were  left  i^>en,  itnd  n  placard  placed  outside 
the  cntnince,  saying  tluit  Mr.  Squires  (sue)i  appctirs 
to  have  been  the  name  Itc  hnd  ndoptcd  in  this 
newapopcr  adventure)  had  left  England.  .So  here 
we  are  at  taall  ugain,  and  though  (he  apprehen- 
sion of  this  dangerous  iulvciituri:r  i»  a  public  ihity, 
yet  Heaven  forbid  r*  exclaimed  Quandish,  acting 
now  his  old  part,  (anil  in  which  atone  Miss  llow- 
biggen  knew  him,)  of  sanctimoniousncra,  "  Heaven 
forbid  I  should  seek  tl>e  lifo  of  any  tnan  ! — and  it 
would  hi'  much  against  my  will,"  continued  the 
hypocrite,  "and  my  own  individual  feelings,  that 
I  should  give  tlii^  man  up  to  jutlioe,  even  if  1  could 
apprehend  him.  Still  v<e  han-  duties  to  society  to 
perform  —  duties  to  our  better  fellow-subjects! 
But  as  to  the  person  you  mention  as  so  like  Hatfield, 
I  ibould  baldly  diink  there  could  be  any  cfanncc  or 
probability  of  tlwir  identity  V" 


1S6 


ADVE^'TUIlES  OF 


He  spoke  with  an  ur  of  pretentled  indt 
knowii^  tbat  he  Khould  only,  by  tlit;  <touL 
pressed,  bo  irrituung  Mbs  Howb^en'it  ciir 
aKciiaiii,  if  »be  could,  how  far  lier  '-tUiul 
•'surmise"  ixsesttd  validity  or  not.  Klie  rc| 
*'  Still  tlte  subject  is  one  of  no  inconsid« 
curioaty,  and  really  I  wish  I  knew  tlie  lies) 
most  delicate  means  of  arriring  at  tome  saiig 
of  my  doubt." 

"  Why,"  replied  the  wily  man,  **  the  | 
and  most  obvious,  ns  wdl  as  most  ddic 
would  be,  by  rulnling  to  Iiim*  >n  lite  course^ 
venation  my  story  of  tlie  Irisli  gurret,  und  I 
dicament  in  wliich  I  ww  plnocd." 

"  And  see  Ikiw  it  aflects  blm,  you  would 
eiig«Hy  interposed  Miss  How))ij{gen,  dcli^ 
the  happy  KUggextion. 

"  Why,  yes,"  replied  Quandish,  with 
rous  calmness ;  "  and  ttliould  you,"  hr  addc 
at  any  loss  to  conclude  tvhether  thi«  >[r. 
gill  exhibits  any  consciousness  of  the  drcur 
or  not,  perhaps  you  would  favour  me,' 
tinued  in  a  wily  tone,  **  by  informing  tnc^ 
manner,  and  the  observations  ho  makes  on 
cumstances ;  and  as  £ir  as  my  poor  wit  can  j 
J  shall  be  happy  to  tell  you  whctltcr  your 
sumiiM  has  been  reasDnsl>lr  cntvrloiued  or| 

So  saying,  the  wily  Quandisli,  liavinff  su 
cveryiliing  he  secretly  desired  should  b« 
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practtoe,  wiilidrew  with  a  profouod  reverence, 
letting  Miss  Ilowbiggen  know  that,  b;  her  leave, 
he  would  ocrtfliiily  wait  on  ber  lo  learn  anything 
she  miglit  be  plcasctl  to  communicate,  rclntivc  to 
the  circumslanccs  on  which  ihey  huti  just  been 
talking,  merely,  he  repeated,  to  *ee  how  lur  her 
surmttic  had  been  reasonably  cntertnined,  and  for 
no  other  reatmn  in  the  world  I 

'I'hix  qualil^'ing  claiue  had  been  added  by  tlie 
hypocrite  out  of  apprehension,  lest  Mba  Howbig- 
geu'»  idami  might  have  l>een  awakened  by  the  con- 
sidcntion,  that  posiibly  tlie  life  of  a  fellow-creature 
might  be  eventually  haxardetl,  by  tliis  wanton  gre- 
tificaiion  of  her  resileis  curiosity.  In  foci,  the 
t]iuiij>lit  did  suggest  itself  to  her  mind,  after  "the 
lenipler"  had  taken  his  leave;  and  for  awhile  she 
he^tated  whether  she  sliould  relate  a  word  to  Mr. 
Cappei^ill  about  tlic  matter ;  but  the  restlessness 
of  curiosity  battles)  too  strongly  lo  be  subdued,  and 
licr  alarm  wn»  quieted  by  tlie  ilmuglit — 

"Ob,  pool) !— impowiblel — Lord  Bidderton's 
secretary  can  be  no  other  than  he  seems  to  be. 
Besides,  tlitt  good  man  Quandisli  would  ncTcr  wish 
to  proceed  to  idterior  steps,  if  I  begged  him  not, — 
even  should  Mr.  Cappergill  betray  any  conscious- 
ness  of  the  circumstances  of  the  story." 

Thus  quieting  any  apprchenilve  qualms  thai 
rose  in  her  mind,  and  too  willing  to  flatter  tlie 
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prompting;  of  her  untiring  spirit  of  inqtiT 
Miss  Ilou'biggcn  addressed  hersL-ll'  wiUi 
tieoce  to  going  to  Lad,v  Balderton's.      Aaj 
tunity  of  setting  tier  heart  At  rest  was  otTo 
very  next  (.■vcning,  on  the  occiwinn   of  a| 
which  Mist  Howbif^^  graced  wicli  her  pr 

If  thi«  e«iiniabi«  lad}'  hid  been  anxious 
ns  regards  the  seci-et  object  of  her  visir.  in 
tumuliof  fidget  did  her  puhtc now  throb,  durm 
ioterral  previoitdy  to  Mr.  Cappcrg^tU's  mak 
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At  length  he  came,  btit  afforded  ber  for 
time  no  opportunity  oraddrewing  liim. 
or  aaolher  sdte  funded  that  lie  aln-a^-s  ende 
to  avoid  her.  This  evening,  in  parlicul 
•eemed  engaged  in  conversing  with  othcrfi. 

At  la.1t,  >Kr  impatience  would  hold  out  no  I 
She  advanced  towards  hiro.  He  did  not 
the  insidious  "  march"  slie  was  noaling 
being  engnged  in  "  drilling,"  its  usual.  Lor 
dcrton,  and  spperently  using  no  small 
force  a  comprehension  of  some  proposiiion, 
the  hink  of  his  noble  patron's  obluscnera. 

A  consideration  sach  as  tliin  did  not  for) 
weigh  with  Miss   Howb^gen,  ko  she  ac 
secretary  abruptly,  while  LonI   Bcdderton 
received  as  much  instmction  as  he  could  «t 
port,  was  not  sorry  lo  have  the  itrrtch  of  att 
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he  hiul  been  exerting,  r«liixeil  by  Miss  Howb^gcn's 
interru]i(ion.  He  accordingly  moved  away,  lenving 
t)ic  coast  c)e»r  (or  tlic  Anxious  spinster  to  address 
Cappergill. 

"  Ob  !  Mr.  Cjippcrgtll,  I'm  so  frlad  to  have  been 
afforded  an  opporitinity  of  speaking  lo  you ! — but 
you  rcully  are  so  much  in  request,  tlial  I  luid  quite 
dcspuired  of  the  pleasure." 

Cappergill  bowed  and  nitulc  no  answer,  iltoiigli 
he  muttered  something  lu  himself  not  peculiarly 
expressive  of  satisfactioti  at  her  interruption  of  his 
conversation  vriih  I^ord  |}itld«rton.  She  took 
notic«  that  his  "  squint"  was  rvmorkable  on  tbc  pre- 
sent occasion,  and  ihercfnrc,  together  vrith  his  red 
hair,  was  convinced  he  was  by  iw  means  tlic  person 
she  had  oiic«  or  twice  suggested  him  to  be.  She 
therefore  spoke  with  greater  readiness  and  confl- 
dciice,  being  more  and  more  rclicwd  of  any  qualms 
of  hesitation. 

"  I  liad  lomclhiiig  *o  droll  to  tell  yoa,"  she  said, 
*'  in  illustration  of  tl>e  ooiivertation  tlw  other  even- 
ing, about  tlic  singular  events  one  hears  of  every 
day  in  life."  'Ilits  appvuml  ii  plnti<iihle  excuse  for 
introducing  tite  subject  she  had  in  view.  "  So 
droll — so  singular  '."  she  addeil. 

"  )odc«l !"  answered  Cappergill,  with  pretended 
interest  "  Ay,  it  is  a  droll  world  we  live  in  !  Ami 
whether  ilio  romance  of  it  is  more  strange,  or  the 
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realiiics  more  Inttert  is  &  difficult  qtic»tioa 
cWe  !" 

"  You  would  say  so,  were  I  to  tell  ^ou  a 
lieard  (lie  other  day."     And  ibcn  she  suddc 
claimnl — "  Dear  mc,  Iiow  like  tou  are  a  gent 
I  onoc  knew  I" 

"  Umph  1"  wu  the  UoonJc  reply,  or  rather  < 
knowledgmcnt  of  Mat  Howbiggea's  npostropfl 

"  You  nru,  imleeil  1"  only  tliere  we  circumstan 
it  b  (in|)leasant  tu  nteuiion  about  tlte  gcntJeo 
j-ou  hear  a  resemblauce  to,"  she  added,  wi|] 
delicacy  and  consideration  truly  prai^iewurthjlfl 
tlien  she  wouttd  up  tlits  exIiibitioD  of  "  ddic-v 
inying— "  I  refer  to — to — a  very  singular  char 
knowa  to  me  some  little  lime  tgo  by  Ute 
Colonel  Keuiaore." 

•'  Oh !  Colonel  Renmore,"  replied  C«( 
smiling;  "let  me  see — who  was  lie?"  exhk 
perfect   unconcern  as  he  tpoko;  and  aj 
answering  more  out  of  courtesy  than  as  ifht 
interested  m  Miss  Ilowbiggen's  observatiuci 

"Dear  me!  don't  you  know? — have  yuuJ 
heard  of  him  ?    Why,  be  was  tlic 
married  the  famous  '  Beauty  of  Biittcrniur 
is  Bupposc«l,  now,  io  be  ploying  some  portf 
London,  best  known  to  him.telf;  unless  be  1 
ahrood." 

At  the  name  of  the   Beiiuiy  of  BuUctrr 
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momentary'  paleness  might  tiave  been  traced  over 
the  check  of  C'appergilt ;  but  it  was  in  great  mea- 
sure concvalet)  bv  i>  certain  juilicioits  um  of  rouge 
on  tlte  pitrt  of  iluit  person ;  lor  roiigi;  hiui  not,  at 
the  period  in  riew,  been  alranilonvtl,  but  vraH  vtill  n 
very  general  adjunct  of  the  toilcileorboih  sexes.  Ii 
had  Ktrong  advocates  in  most  of  the  mem1>ers  of  the 
"  old  school,"  who,  in  niihcring  to  it£  use,  dechred 
they  supported  the  doctrine,  "  that  it  was  a  duty  to 
society  to  make  yotirself  nppcar  to  the  bc»l  advtui- 
tage,  and  disguise  dcfccls  ms  mi>cli  as  pomble^ 
whether  the  pullor  of  dissi^tion  nnd  sirknets,  or 
the  u-rinklcs  of  nge  I"  PerhajK  vnnii;  wuuKI  hnvc 
whU])ere(I  a  more  trite  reason  for  iu  use,  nnd 
suggested  that  it  was  but  a  bootless  eflbrt  »t  exhi> 
biting  the  appearance  of  youth  when  youth  waa 
flown. 

But  10  return  to  Gtppergill.  The  rouge  lie 
hnd  npplifrd  so  jiM]ic<ou»ly,  hiirmoniied  to  well 
with  the  tints  oftltc  red  hair  he  wore,  dmt  no  one 
iina^ned  it  was  any  other  titan  his  nalunil  com- 
plexion and  colour. 

To  tlie  mention  of  llic  Bcautyof  Buttermereand 
her  iMrrlagc,  he  replietl,  hnKtily — 

**Oh,  yes;  I  remember  now  nil  about  it.  i 
heard  ll»e  circtimotances,  though  I  was  uhroud  at 
the  lime." 

"  To  be  snre!"  replied  Miss  Ilowbiggcn;   "( 
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tlioughl  yoa  would  remember  the  story 
btii  ihU  is  not  nil ;  I  tiAve  another  tnle,  no  Ic 
^lar,  oonccrning  the  person    who    mAirred^ 
thai  was  told  tne.** 

"  By  wltom?"  aakeA  CappergiU,  with  ttn  . 
itea   and  apparent  interest  that   surprised 
Howbiggen,  being  so  opposed  to  bb  hHliSor 
manner  hilherto. 

"  By  the  very  man,"  Ae  repliedt  "  who 
actor  in  the  scene  I  shall  rclnte  to  you  !" 

"  Ami  what  wn»  hit  name?" 

"  QtmndUh." 

At  tile  mention  of  tiiU  name  it  tlrd  not 
Miss   Howbiggen    that    Cappet^ill    app 
shrink,  as  it  were,  within  himself,  jndgtng  i 
did  from  the  loolc  of  surprise  be  xittldenly 
Uted,  tboogh  it  was  subdued  inalaninncousli 
an  expression  of  reserve,  which  was  further  soTu 
down  into  his  former  calm  composure  nnd 
indifTcrcncc.     This  circumsuncc  slie  treasur 
in  b«r  mind;  meimtimc,  slic  proceeded, 
peating  die  iiaine,  and  asking  Cappergill 
had  i-ver  beard  it  before?" 

'•  <M»  dear,  no  I — never  '.     But  pray  lei  me  I 
die  story." 

Accordingly,  she  related  the  whole  scene 
death- chamber   in  which   Quandish   bud 
with  so  little  satisfnction  to  himself.    Sbo 
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liani,  as  she  spoke,  in  Capp«(^ill**  Cnce,  l»  ivy  nnd 
discern  if  the  namiiivc  produced  anj  effect  on  iii> 
couniennncc ;  but  no  sue!]  ihiiig  tvas  perceptible, 
except  tluit  t>c  ii[^«in>d  to  listen  wid]  tl»e  dite 
interest  which  iho  story  demitndcd;  and  cxpres^ 
a  mingled  senie  «r  horror,  nml  smuscmcnt  loo,  at 
the  feutui-es  of  awe  tto  Icm  thitn  nwkwnrdness  com- 
hined,  lltnt  invested  the  circuinMnnce  of  Qttan- 
dbli's  Bit  nation,  when  tied  down  in  the  chair, 
facing  the  dead  figure. 

"  It  is  B  gooti  story,"  he  otserved,  "and  would 
miikc  a  liimom  scene  on  the  stage  t  I  slwuld  not 
be  ttirpriscd  if  the  witole  history  of  Hatfield  and 
*lfae  Beantf,'  nnd  this  imm  Quanditib,  of  whom 
you  speak,  were  '  bashed  up'  iiiu>  a  melodramel" 

So  saying,  he  turned  a&ide,  with  an  air  of  indif- 
ference,  to  speak  to  someone  who  most  opportunely 
came  up  at  thb  moment  to  oonverse  with  him. 
Miw  Howbifiigen,  on  her  part,  ns  ^e  now  repaired 
to  llic  M-at  the  bad  id't,  thotigbl  to  hvrwif — 

"  Well !  if  thin  person  i«  the  saine  that  both  Mr. 
Quandisb  and  myself  sunni:>e4l  it  might  be,  I  am 
most  marvellously  mistitken.  It  is  tme  tliere  is  a 
cast  in  tlic  countenance  that  still  strikes  me  as  sin- 
gulariy  resembling  llic  per»oti  I  knew  as  Colonel 
Kenmore;  but  I  am  quite  flatisAed  now,  tltai  he 
never  oould  Itave  »heim  such  indifference,  except 
in  one  very  trifling  inslance,  had    be    been   tbe 
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person  in  question.      Well  V  &]ie  ad«lc(T, 
rntf,  iliere  is  no  harm  done ;  and  my  dod 
»ci  »t  rest  I" 

This  important  mult  she  was  now  nil  juijj 
imparl  to  her  hrothcr,  un  her  return  home ; 
how  htile  he  carctt  itliout  tlie  mutter 
srjircely  nt^geflt.  To  miiinuuii  silence  oi 
the  next  morning,  wltcn  ^he  should  sec  Qu 
was  impossible.  Acconlingly,  she  hied' 
xgnin,  with  m  much  "  fidget,"  though  Trur 
site  cautCR,  a»  thnl  with  which  she  had  Ket  > 

li  i&  ttoi  our  intention,  howcrnr,  for  thej 
d<^picting  Mr.  llowhigijen's  impatience  ut 
what  she  had  to  relate,  lo  proimct  ihc  pros 
our  story  by  repeating   wliai  the  resder 
The  impatience  of  die  testy  old  genllc 
well  be  imngined ;  and  we  shall  oiily  obscr 
on  tlie  prcKetit  occn^ion  it  was  exasperate 
more  than  uiunl  pitch ;  for  it  so  happened 
was  juii  alxiMt  to  rt-itrt!  to  bed,  more 
peevish  than  ever  from  die  i-ffects  of  indci 
(the  complaint  on  his  chest  having  incroa*) 
Miss  IIowb!|tfrCD  relumed  to  disquiet  bitn. 

She  entered  the  drawing- room  jusi  ta 
retiring  from  it, nidi  the  liittc  niglii-lamp  bei 
his  hand,  and  actually  kept  him  standing, 
to  go,"  until  she  had  oonipc-llvd  him  '*lo 
out."     Ofcoune  the  time  was  in  no  little  | 
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protnict«c1  by  hU  interpoIntioiM  of  grtimtiliiig,  ani] 
her  objectionB  to  them. 

A  less  impatient  ear  was  alTorcled  her  the  next 
morning  by  Qimndish,  wlw  "humbly  waited  on 
her"  according  to  ihi;  nppoinlmcnt  she  had  sanc- 
tioned. This  wily  perron  drew  very  different  con- 
clusions to  thow  of  Mm  Howbipgm,  from  th« 
unconcern  bikI  indtffereitce  mwiifealed  by  Mt. 
Cnppc-rgill  accordiitg  to  her  representation.  Pre- 
tending lo  concur  with  her,  however,  aa  to  ihti 
lianii^hing  all  further  "  surmise  "  on  the  matter, 
lie  witlnlrew,  his  heart  swrvmI  between  ho)ie  and 
fear  as  to  the  result  of  tho  measures  he  now  in- 
stantly pursued,  though  he  did  not  tell  his  plans 
to  the  unsuspecting  Mt%  Ilowbiggcn.  These  mcA- 
surcs  were  the  procuring  «  warrnnl  to  arrest 
".lame.*  Matlielil  on  charge  of  felony,"  in  Lord 
Ilahlenou's  house. 

But  lo  and  behold  t  wlien  the  officers  of  justice, 
together  with  Quandisli,  arrived  at  the  hoiue,  they 
fbuod  iIm;  wIh>Ic  family  in  dismay  at  the  sudden 
departure  and  di«ipp<-ArHnce  of  Mr.  Cnppergill. 

"Mr.  Cappergill  call  you  him?"  cried  Out 
Quandish  and  his  brollier  myrmidons.  "  He  was 
no  oiJwr  than  the  *  notorioiiit  lliiificld  V  " 

"Haiiield!  Hatfield  in  my  house  T  exclaimed 
the  astonished  I-ord  Balderton.  '•  Impossible!  I 
knew  Mr.  Cappcrgill  in  Irclniid,  and  luid  the  good 
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fbrttine  to  meet  him  again  in  I^ndon  aTtcr  i 
sideralilc  period  of  scrcranco — three  or  (bur 
On  my  niendoning  the  circumstance  of  inv 
sccrctarj'sbip  being  ncnnt,  be  was  good  eoo 
accept  it;  and  1,  on  my  pari,  esteemed 
happy  in  having  found  so  roluablc  and  aUe 
■unsinnt.     Impossible,  gentlemen;  yoo  must: 
take!" 

"  MTiy,  then,  has  he  so  suddenly  disapp: 
this  Mr,  Cfippcrgill  ?"  asked  the  first 
"  Why,  my  lord,  hi>  would  take  in  the  whole 
council,  much  more  one  ungle  head  in  it !  I 
no  doubt  he  has  before  saccessfully  imposed  « 
your  lordship  under  the  name  of  Cappcr^l— oi 
of  a  hundred  names  he  has  at  different  tim 
itdopted.  Ue  was  'good  enough'  was  be,"  oq 
tinued  the  man,  cbudcling,  and  addreasiog  a  "1 
ing  look"  to  his  comrades,  "to  accept  the  ■ 
of  your  lordship's  secretary  ? — he,  be,  he  !  1 1 
say  lie  was  1" 

"  The  most  fortunate  rogue  I  ever  knew  I* 
served  another  of  tlie  myrmidons. 

"  Itsliall  not  avail  him,  thou^,"  observed 
dish,  restlessly,  and  not  at  all  cntcriog  into  the  i 
ofiheofficcrs'ribnldry;  "heuuinotycthaTei 
far,   and  if  I   miglil   reiiture  to  stiggesl, 
all  probability  be  quitting  London,  now 
chase  is  set  on  foot  for  him  here.     If  so,  it 
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chances  to  one  ho  will  run  northward  t^piin  t  for 
to  Dublin,  his  favourite  old  haunt,  he  iwwrccly 
dnrcs  venture,  being  too  well  known.  And  I  know 
his  plan  of  '  doubling'  like  a  hare  upon  his  old 
imck." 

"  Well,  then,  nortliwurd  ^lall  wc  set  oat  on  the 
ebate  after  liitn  ?"  naked  one  of  tJie  officers,  as  he 
added,  *'  Some  of  us  can  stay  and  »enrch  for  hint 
here,  if  posublj  be  may  iiiill  be  lurking  iti  town ;  and 
die  otitcrs  can  set  out  of  town  after  him;— and 
since  wc  know  no  surer  direction  in  wbich  to  trace 
bim,  let  it  be  northward,  for  it  is  more  likely  he  wilt 
go  where  hii)  wife  h  tlian  anywl»ere  eke." 

**  No  doubt ;  and  gel  her  to  go  abroad  with  him, 
eh?"  added  the  other  officer.    ^ 

"  Come  along,  then,"  said  QuaiHlish,  "since  ne 
can  resolve  on  no  surer  plan  of  pursuit.  Every 
moment  wc  delny  i%  so  miicli  '^larliiig  distance' 
given  ihu  culprit,  and  will  be  a  cause  of  future 
increasetl  (rouble  to  ourselves." 

So  saying  tlicy  took  leave  hurriedly  of  hit  lord- 
ship, who  stood  transiixcd  in  smazenvcnt  at  the 
wbote  parley  that  he  hiwl  beard,  and  witb  difficulty 
recovered  Irom  the  surprise  it  bnd  occasioned  bim. 

"  Well  r*  at  length  be  exclaimed  witli  Im  pecu- 
liar emphasis  of  style,  "  rigmarole,"  and  character- 
istic felicity  of  metaphor,  "  I  ncrer,  in  all  tlic  dark 
annals  of  niystiftcation  tlmt  have  bewildered  and 
II  2 
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dazzled  human  perception,  either  beard,  rea 
or  experienced  anythin;;  to  equal  in  •  vivid  ob$a 
the  present  astoundiiuj  '  cataclusmus'  I  may  cs 
or   overwhelming   of  llie  mind  !      Cappergill 
out    to    be   Hatfield !       Preposterous,  and   u 
countable !     Where  shall  I  find  (be   he  wht 
may)  such  another  secretary  ?  such  an  alter  egi 
to  dictating  all  that  could  promote  my  interc 
Why,  he  was  the  very  mainspring  on  which  all 
features  of  my  brightest  designs  were  rooted.    \^ 
is  to  be  done  'i — loss  irreparable,  positively !" 
With   this   despairing  conclusion,   yet   no 
splendidly  characteristic  harangue.  Lord  Baldei 
retired  to  his  study,  lo  concoct,  as  best  he  mii 
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'  Upon  the  mouniaAa'*  diuy  brink  the  itood, 
O'er  Iter  look  the  thtidow  or*  mood 
Whicli  onlylloibesilie  heut  b  Mliiuil«, 
A  thoaghi  of  voicdcM  depth.    TIig  wind  luul  blown 
Her  hair  apart,  ikrough  <ditefa  her  tjtt  oad  fanhMd  Aoat. 
Sbo  nould  huf«  oUtpeil  me  lo  li«r  gloviny  ft*m<^ 
Tliow  wunn  and  oduroua  lips  migbl  soon  bave  *hed 
On  mine  the  frasrancc  ind  ib«  infiiibic  Aun*. 
^Vhich  now  the  cold  wind*  Mole." 

SOILUT. 

Stebn  winter  now  raised  his  icy  sceptre  over 
liiil,  uikI  vule,  and  melancholy  in«er;  the  wide 
panorama  o(  itiat  mountain  region  which  wc  havu 
erewhile  viewed,  tlecketi  in  tlie  cliMiuered  bcaiily 
of  lichen  and  heath-tlower,  and  all  ^Iden-glowin^ 
beneath  the  sun  of  summer,  are  languid,  dark, 
iind  forbidding.  We  face  again  t)M»e  mountain 
tietg^Iits,  {from  which  for  a  while  wc  have  been 
called,)  (o  mark  their  frowni  unredeemed,  as  when 
lost  we  viewed  tltem,  hy  tltc  smile  of  uxure  hcav<>n$ 
and  a  season  of  joy. 
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Fat  nnd  wid«,  snow-capped  peak  audi 
SkuUlaw  southward  to  the  Langdale  h« 
Helvcllj-n,  fonned  now  one  sublime  as  dr 
for  Winter  to  hold  his  court  in.     Chiefe 
peers  of  his  vast  und  sulk-n  Council,  tlie 
Scawfdl,  reared  tbcir  Jc^darcd  crests, 
chilly  and  afiir  rhroiigh  the  Frorc  void,  Harl 
is  celebration  of  him  in  tliose  December  bli 
yell,  US  titough  demon  or^es,  tlirough  Wastd 
dreary  '*  den !" 

The  gaunt  Stranger-phantoui  of  ihc 
might   pour   a   laugli   of   uneartlily  joy 
ing  himself   at  home  amid  lliese  siera 
wildernesses,  as  ctmgcnial  to  him  as  his  naiivc  T 
aolitudes.    All  spnr  and  scattered,  the  leave*,  U 
in  gloomy  disport  by  the  eddying  winds,  datti 
weird  mnics  along  Scathwaite  side.     The  i 
of  Devolution  ilmt  hnunts  the  void,  Sods 
u;rror,  too,  in  (hat  koblv  vajKMir-shroud  wt 
wraps  him  brooding  over  Shouldiwaitc 
the  dun-l>anks  of  moaning  Knnerdalc. 
of  joy  or  life,  no  jocuml  carol  ofhinlii  inking 
over  the  yellow  heaih-bk»soai,  no  peaceful 
of  kiite,  (Imppy  sounds  r)   which    have 
greeted   us   as    we  shared    tlie  kively 
maiden's  uack,  are  now  to  be  heard  over 
hill. 

In  seeking,  then,  once  again  Iter  iracei 
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look  for  her,  lu  wont,  over  her  jocund  and  wild 
mountain  track,  iiccompnnted  by  her  herd? — dull 
we  look  ibr  lier  under  her  materoal  roof,  at  the 
once  peaceful  little  bostelrie  where  wchavcso  oAea 
sojourned,  and  which  has  erewiiile  won  chccrfulnen 
from  her  (imile — ny,  more  even  than  from  that  of 
the  lovely  haunts  amidst  which  it  was  cmboKKncd  't 

A  leaden  looking  and  su^^niitc  wtBtc  Kpr«ud  now 
the  waters  of  the  mere,  which  in  happier  hours, 
and  under  &  lairer  sciuon,  gleamed  before  us  one 
azure  sparkling  cxjxuiKe,  or  crimsoned  beneath 
*un«  of  t^Irndour.  Changed  indeed  is  tlto  scene 
no  less  iliaii  die  feelings  of  her  wiUi  whom  anon 
we  must  gaze  on  it.  Tlw  only  voice  that  breolui 
OD  the  vast  (tillnesi  and  solitude  of  ntl  ttiat  moun- 
tain dbtrict,  i«  the  hoarse  murmur  of  some  water- 
&11  from  the  steep,  whether  it  awaken  the  divary 
cavern  echoes  to  respond,  to  the  csll  ofLodorc  or 
of  Scale  Force. 

Tlie  elm  is  hare  whose  venerable  arms  stretch 
them  in  front  of  j^mder  dwelling.  You  wiU 
scarcely  know  tticse  wall*  agiiin,  where  the  rich 
verdant  matiUe  of  their  parasite  cree|)ers  \&  stripped 
awuy  by  llie  hand  of  winter,  and  tltc  naked  tendrils 
of  tlie  plants  are  but  the  skeleton  of  their  former 
Inxuriaoce'  A  red  spot  gleams  dirough  the  dun 
and  dark  air  as  you  approach  from  the  hill-sije 
oppo&ite.     On   coming  nearer,  you  see  it  is  tin 
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foliAge  of  die  icurlcl  wintcr-crceper*   over 
walls;  an(lit«.-cmxiu  lltongli boon  Nature  liad 
tliu  ponr  sliivcry  leaves  u  w-arni«r  (Ircss — to 
the  Jeep  sc-jirlei  l)ii<^  that  th«jF  hare  donned  ii 
place  of  llieir  tummer  v«nliire.      Tho   trild 
brijjlil  grctti  briony,  too,  iltat  rambletl  over  i 
ami  brivr  of  tli«  garden  hedge,— she  tins  dad 
u  visitniciii  of  wool ;  for  such  seems  the  fleecy 
[Mtiraiice  which  it  now  wears,  under  the  name  o 
"  traveller's  joy."  m 

There  was  one,  however,  who,  despite  its  nrij^ 
dis^Uc,  recogntscd  thai  spot,  that  dwelling.  aa| 
thai  garden-wild.      Where  the  iittlc   brook 
skirts  the  last  of  these  poured  sliifii^ishly  al< 
creeping  ice-bound  beneath  its  brittle  shell  of 
ul,  a  fair  form  patius,  and  looks  upon  the 
known  spot — looks  ihrou^h  the  tear  thu 
she  rc^rds  wlint  was  once  her  home— but  is 
tio  tnon:  a  lioiiu^  for  her.     Those  features  ofli 
nos,  »l)iul<:d  as  they  are  by  sorrow,  bespeak 
lace  of  Cierti'ude.     The  winter  aroiiud   her 
not  more  desolate  tliaa  t)>e  winter  of  her  I: 
Or  even  had  summer  lit  those  mazes   ta 
lustre, — had  heavens  of  harmony —  had 
muitic  tuned   their  spirit  to  joy — yet,    could 
bright  contagion  have  visited  hcrabandonm 
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warm  it  into  gladness  or  persuade  it  to  turn  to  tl>at 
stmin  ?  Not  so :  summer  luul  been  fw  nimincr  to 
her ;  for  objects  are  but  bright  mill  )uipji,v  lu  tii^ 
eyes  of  the  Miiid  sfc  tlieni  with  n  vision  clouded  or 
uiicloudud  by  iu  secret  bliadows.  The  chill  aun- 
ray  tiiat  feebly  strore  to  smile  on  the  i-ockbrow 
whence  she  looked,  seemed  in  iu  faintoess  as  thougli 
tlie  irrestJution  of  one  thnt  otTers  a  consolation  he 
linows  is  bootlca  [ 

When  we  last  took  leave  of  Gerlnide  she  was 
under  the  roof,  truly  [utteriiul,  of  the  "good  curute" 
of  I»rion ;  and  thougli  we  left  Iter  grudtudly  re- 
cruiting in  streiigtii  uiid  spirits  under  ilie  encou- 
ragement of  his  kiiidiicas,  aided,  too,  by  tlie  Pre' 
quent  vkiu  of  tlic  t>cnevolent  Golefield  and  Dr. 
I'^sdaile,  yet,  after  all,  she  felt  oa  one  abandoned 
in  the  world.  How  could  she  feci  otherwise,  when 
she  turned,  as  now,  to  the  tlioii^ht  of  the  home  she 
had  forfeiietl,  and  whidi,  thuttgli  circumslunces  hud 
rendered  tliat  thought  at  limist  painful,  was  still 
her  home  !  From  this,  a  mistaken  seiiseofduty 
on  the  part  of  a  parent,  at  once  cold  in  heart  as 
narrow  in  mtnd,  liad  .shut  her  callouvly  out.  Thcii, 
again,  when  she  addre&scd  her  thoughts  to  him  in 
whom  she  ought  to  liave  looked  for  nil  the  fostering 
cure  that  »  hiiiUuid  supplies  for  ihe  loss  of  a  parent's 
presence,  what  was  she  met  by  but  t)tc  harass- 
ment of  uncertainty  us  to  bb  fate,  and  a  drcsd  prc- 
u3 
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Mnitment  tbat  storms  the  mou  fearful 
of  which  she  must  feci  the  bitteruess  Y 
she  loved  liim — sUll  the  iini^^  recurred 
what  he  hail  beel^  aihI  Iww  dear  wcro  the  i 
passed  wiih  liiiii— Ktiil  Iter  heart  picadcti  to- 
— «tiU  it  seconded  the  beiiigii  reprcsvnutiui 
we  rvmciiiher  FciKod's  inakiug  iur  her  cor 
—still  Itope  supported  aiid  aiiiuiatcd 
she  fied  to  it,  insecure  as  iu  gleuui  of  conii 
was, — lesi,  perhaps,  from  real  couvictiun  Jl 
was  diertshcd  for  any  considcfable  avail,  thd 
h«r  lore  for  him  wlio  possessed  her  benrtt  aa< 
wlxKV  succour  mid  rescue  she  ncter  ceased  ofli 
Uicilly  Ikt  vt>ws  to  tlm  dread  Diupot 
liamaD  eronts. 

Engaged  with  Oiae  thoughts,  and  it 
with  (hoc  feelings,  Gertrude  liod  taken  licr  i 
choly  nuiihlc  from  the  roof  of  FenloUt 
had  supplied  Ikt  a  home  ever  since  the  | 
when  we  last  parted  from  her.  Oftca 
good  curate  accoinpiuiy  her  on  her  ncci 
rambles  over  tlioie  once  happy  wilds,  calltJ 
mind  away  Irom  subjects  that  were  pmnfu 
and  engaging  it  insensibly  on  such  as  awa 
more  pleasing  and  lic»ltiiful  interest.  M 
duties  prcA'enled  him  from  slianng  her  wamlcn 
slic  oflen  pursued  them  nionc,  and  on  thes«f 
•ions,  it  is  needless  to  say,  her  thoughts  wcrff 
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ns  we  have  described  and  rercrtcd  l»— sabjecis 
ihat  more  Dcarly  and  poirifully  nfFccttHl  tlietn. 

She  bad  extended  hvr  track  to  tlte  Iteighis  above 
Buttertncre,nnd  ftn-s moment  paused)  lookiogather 
former  home,  tu  h»  been  deacribed,  and  whi<:)i, 
Uiougli  n  parent's  interdict  (brbad  ber  entrance 
into  it,  WAS  ttill  acknowledged  dear  by  the  liltnl 
aiTection  timt  lingered  mund  a  heart  like  licr  own, 
of  the  kindest  impulscM,  no  less  than  scnlimentsthe 
most  forgiving  aod  generous.  Other  and  yet  tenderer 
remembrances,  too,  CTX>wdeil  upon  her,  an<l  sjwke  in 
the  tear  we  have  already  witnessed  gioien  in  her 
eye,  but  which  slic  now  hnished  away,  and  tinatdieil 
herself  from  the  spot,  which  wan  loo  much  fraught 
with  pain  for  her  any  longer  to  dwell  upon  it. 

Onward  she  proceeded  ;  yet  still  her  wajrward 
foot  took  the  paili  that  was  litilc  calculated  to 
estrange  her  from  remembrances  painful  as  dear ; 
for  now  the  wcstcni  ridge  of  Meibrcak,  where  oHeii 
hod  Au  step  wundcrird  wiiii  her  own,  and  where 
first  xlio  had  gleamed)  visionlike,  on  him,  rose  be- 
fore tier.  She  hurried  past  it,  and  »oon  tlic  hoarse 
murmur  of  Scale  Force  woke  on  her  ear,  where 
Ibe  angry  wucfftli  doaltes  from  the  cmg-fnimmil, 
while  ui  iu  base  tlie  reflected  sun-rny  weaves  treau- 
liful  bows  in  tlie  web  of  silvery  spray.  And  here, 
as  she  had  stood  with  him  watching  her  kinc  drink 
in  U>c  smooth  pool  below,  where  the  flood -glides 
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on»an3,  die  had  seemctl  to  him  as  soni< 

essence  of  light  and  baiuty  (luit  had  emerge 
ihat  glittcriitg  urcli,  iikiii  to  lliose  angL-I  fori; 
Miltnn  pictures  tut  hanging  in  imila  over  tl 
bon--)(p«inI      Hut  now  tluit  »pray  t»  but  a 
cholj  vfljKiur :  tJie  sun  that  should  liiil  it  in 
is  shrouded  Ju  (lie  wide  gtoora  arountf, — »hr 
aa  the  sitn  of  Gertnide'ii  happiness  aiid  Gcr 
tmile  ; — and  she  flits  now  by  that  wild  haunt*! 
tike  Home  fair  Shade  round  tlie  grave  of 
joyoustic&s  and  health. 

Bnt  the  Hintchvd  Iter  ihoughu  from  tlie 
dream  tlmt  hnd  awhile  licid  her  over  (he 
ihcsuvuge  echoes  of  dtu  cliff  now  answered 
waking  thunder,  while  the  heavens  l>ecaine 
and  more  overcast,  as  mcnadng  a  storm.' 
hastened  her  step  to  gnin  some  slieltcr,  ere  itsl 
pending  menace  btirst  over  her.  To  regain  Lon 
before  it  overtook  her  wa«  impotsible,  vet  on  j 
hurried,  determinuig  to  tjilce  refuge  at 
spot,  he  it  cavern  or  sJied,  titat  should  offer 
How  (hose  weird  echoes  seemed  to  &hout  ai 
if  sh«  had  bcvn  some  good  as  lovely  spirit,  di< 
ircspa»c<l  on  the  grim  boundary  of  a  fellov 
foul  iicnds,  rejoicing  in  their  pandcnMHiium  ] 

As  site  hurried  along,  driven  as  it  wore  bi 
yast,  down  the  tlaniing  vliff'side,  she  seen 
frail  and  beautiful  fkmeruptom  and  whirled! 
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in  Uiote  nisil  edilics.  Cavern  liowteil  to  cavern 
lite  uie  o(  its  storiD-hauniccI  depths,  to  which  tht! 
wimls  lent  a  tongiic;  while  ever  nnd  nacHi  tliose 
grim  vaults  were  laid  luirv,  At  fearful  iittcrvabi 
by  the  blue  lighming  flukirx  that  darlod  iiilo 
them  lo  lose  ihemitclveK  and  there  nblde,  «  though 
they  were  f)uit>e-vringe>il  niintatert  of  ill,  thnt  hud 
hied  lo  join  ilie  ilark  orgies  of  evil  spirits  like 
tlieinHelvea  witliin,and  wlioi«  cltonis  spoke  in  storm 
niid  havoc,  ao<l  winds  of  many  voices— shrill,  and 
luiid,  and  desolate ! 

The  mouniairi-torrciil  poured  the  big  rain-flood 
ill  many  a  ttirbid  culnruct  down  the  crng,  and  ihc 
fearful  (Itundcrpenl  Again  boomed  over  the  maze 
of  elemcf>tnl  wiir,  wlieie  yonder  lake- waves  held 
contlict  with  llie  wind  that  hubnl  ihetn  ;  and  wc! 
lite  htirricane  leant  up  u  hiuKened  nias^t  of  tlte  cmg- 
sidc;  that,  UK  it  fulU,  drags  along  wtUi  tt  tlie  trunk 
ofiomc  aged  nodding  tree,  liastening  lo  bury  iti> 
top  in  tlie  waters. 

The  toTcly  fugitive  now  hurried  for  shelter  into 
Utc  iirst  recess  (he  rock  afforded  her,  and  could 
scarcely  repress  u  shriek  as  hur  entry  was  met  by 
the  ill-omeiied  bird  that  is  so  often  found  making 
its  lurking-^ilace  in  iheie  drear  recesses.  'lite 
raven  flapped  its  Iicftvy  wings  as  it  passf^l  her  with 
a  hoarse  croak,  as  if  chiding  her  unbidden  pre- 
sence, and  boding  her  "  little  luck"  for  tlie  intru- 
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sioQ  on  his  solitary  retreat.  It  poased,  and 
through  the  storm  to  an  ngecl  oak,  wlicMe 
flaunt  arms  stretched  ttiiin  out — a  spcctmU| 
for  an  inauspicious  guest ;  and  its  lighuiing-M 
trunk  seemed  to  rear  it  as  ihoagh  familiar 
the  flakes  that  coiled  arxmnd  it.  xo  marked 
with  lightning  sairs.  Those  flukes  darted 
OS  some  huge  snake  of  glitieiing  scales  and  n 
gliding  roltimc,  at  one  mon>eDl;  at  nnothfl 
lightning  bliiz^Hl  in  a  wider  sheet  of  light,  sbeii 
in  gliattly  illumination  the  tree  and  the 
Kite,  dial  seemed,  oa  it  vented  iu  hoontc 
to  gather  joy  from  the  rery  hideousness 
situation  whvrc  all  vrns  tempest,  din,  nnd  etei 
conflict  around  it.  To  witness  it,  you  migh 
deemed  that  some  spirit-imp  of  die  »tonn, 
would  have  joyed  the  eyes  of  a  Fuseli  to 
plate,  had  taken  on  it  tlic  sliape  of  that  bi 
such  have  vre  seen  amidst  gloom,  darkling 
present,  haunting  that  mebncholy  steep 
from  tenants  such  as  Oiis, "  Raven's  Crag,' 
it  frowns  over  the  dun  and  lonewme  w 
Tliirlmere. 

Genrwle  kept  her  eyes  '*  undciiglitcd," 
too  sa}-!,  oil  thb  scene  of  wvugenest  and  tui 
for  some  Hitle  time,  when  she  fancied  she 
cries  as  of  people  in  pursuit  of  tome  one  tl: 
from  then).     She  drew  her  dook   closely 


thilFS   UATFIELD. 


her,  1111(1  hutenccl,  rc^rdlcas  of  (liv  pvUing  storin, 
to  UD  rnimvnce  vlcwc  by,  to  vrbich  a  kind  of  rude 
nnUirnI  xtairviuic  in  the  rcxk  all'ortU-tt  nn  oscciit- 
I1>c  vpot  wus  well  kiiuwii  to  her.  tVoiti  this  klie 
was  able  to  discern  tltnt  hvr  supposition  Ihk)  bcvn 
right;  and  what  b  more,  the  men  mid  t)ie  fugitive 
wIk)  wm  in  advance  of  them,  were  running  along 
the  ridge,  on  a  level  with  ili«  eminence  which  she 
had  just  gained.  Hbe  was  not  surprised  at  ihis, 
as  the  voices  hail  lieen  l>ome  to  her  ear  from  above 
and  witti  the  wind ;  and  had  ihey  proceeded  from 
on  opposite  direction,  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  she  would  have  lo&t  them,  however  near  they 
might  be. 

It  appeared  to  her,  in  the  hasty  conjecture  she 
drew,  iliat  the  fugiiire  luid  bent  his  flight  townrds 
Lortun  or  Buttermere,  judging  by  the  direction 
in  which  he  was  hurrying.  It  was  not  long  l>eli>rte 
he  came  up  to  Iicr.  That  brow — tliat  Ibrni — tluit 
eye — in  an  iitstanl  she  recognised  him  !  Despite 
the  sailor's  disguise  be  wore,  she  knew  at  a  glance 
Umt  it  WHS  the  form  of  him  who  possessed  iier 
fondest  wislics,  as  Iits  lot  awakened  her  deepest 
fears. 

This  was  not  «  time  to  sink, — not  n  lime  for 
a  spirit  such  as  Gertrude's,  strengthened  too  by 
aifcction.  to  sink  1  In  uii  instant,  all  her  thoughts 
were,  bow  she  might  second  his  escape — how  slic 
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might  Ixtffle  his  puraicre.     He  bod  the 
ihcm  by  a.  xliort  diMoncc.     Her  eye   bad 
coiiiiiei-et]  hb  without  meetiitj^  the  rccogiiif 
look  spoke.     His  Tout  »ccmeci  to  falter  as 
he  longed  to  stop,  nnd  rndier  Mirreiidcr  hie 
bis  pursuers,  tbaa  ]o6e  llie  upponuniiy  (hi 
peciedly  offered,  of  speaking  lo  ber. 

"  Away  I"  she  exclaimed,  hastily,  and  per 
hb  iuclinatioti — "  Away  !  xpccd  oo  I — there] 
ibiMC  steps — immcdintdy  below  i»  a  cave  fbrn 
a  pitKoge  through  to  tJiu  meer.    L)o  not  stop  r* 
added,  with  a  look  and  cry  of  agony ;  "  bui 
fly !  for  yotir  life — for  mc !     Il  i*  Ciertrude 
you." 
*'  C«ii  you  y«(  love  me  'i  caii  you  Ibrgire 
"  Ve»,  yes  !  fly  V  she  interrupted,  m  she 
her  hands  in  agony. 

Her   words   wei-e   not   unhcedtKl :    the   de 
was  soon  achieved ;  the  fugitive  had  quicklj  dis 
)>eared  from  the  ken  of  his  pufsuers.     They  ' 
seen   him   interchange,   as  they  liiuught, 
word  with  the  female  whom  they  now  exf 
meet;  but  she  had  wididrawn   behind  the  pr 
timi  of  tlte  rock  bcncnth  which,  and  windiojfj 
its  side,  was  the  descent  which  Hatfleld  (for 
himself)  Iiad  taken. 

As  one  of  tlie  men  hurrietl  to  the  brmki 
serve  which  way  t)»c  fugitive  had  gone,  hej 
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recked  tlmt  in  the  clwsm  below  he  looked  upon  his 
grftvc :  some  inrisiblu  haiid  dathcil  him  from  Ins 
balaticc  <lowii  ttie  Mwp !  At  the  saine  motnent 
the  rc[>iirt  of  a  gun  »ouiid«d  tlirougb  the  gloom  on 
Gcrtri>(l«'s  ear ;  but  it  was  not  beard  by  the  other 
of  her  Iiusimnd's  pursucn,  (for  there  liod  been 
two,) — he  fell  dead  at  her  feet  from  n  ball  that  had 
entered  his  breast. 

Gertrude  looked  from  her  hiding-place  to  dis- 
covert if  poNiibte,  from  viliat  hand  the  miMile  of 
death  could  have  proceeded,  when  on  the  opposite 
height,  and  on  the  further  ude  of  the  clefi,  down 
which  Ilailirld  lioil  procecdnl  by  the  rock  step*, 
and  wltere  tl»e  oflicer  of  justice  )uul  found  an  un- 
(iniely  grave,  she  recognised  an  old  man,  who 
appearetl  as  thouj^i  making,  with  wtiat  haste  he 
could,  to  a  <lescciu  on  his  side  the  chasm,  in  order, 
as  it  seemed  to  her,  to  reach  the  place  of  HatBcld's 
concealment. 

She  tbouglil,  at  first,  that  tlicrc  might  be  danger 
for  her  husband, — that  perhaps  the  bullet  whtdi 
had  dealt  death  to  the  myrmidon  oT  jitiittce  had 
been  discharged  through  tnlxtoke  of  its  object,  and 
had  been  intended  tor  the  fugiiive ;  but  slie  was 
relieved  of  diis  anxiety  on  seeing,  after  luiving 
hutened  dovm  die  rock-steps  widi  what  speed  slw 
might,  i)h-  figtirc  of  old  Mike,  nlio  had  now  crossed 
the  clefl  by  aid  of  an  old  broad  trunk  uf  a  tree, 
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which  served  for  a  bridge.     He  was  haster 
wards  the  cnvcni-mouth  where  sh«  now 
within  nhtcli  Hntficld  was  conceulet). 

"  Dear  Mike!" site excliura«il,  "  I  Icnowi 
to  a  friciid  in  j/mt  I — lie  is  safe  !— he  is  Iterc 
us  lose  no  time  in  hastening  firom  this  spot,  j 
the  first  seaport  wc  can  oome  to  be  the 
of  our  steps." 

Eat^vstly,  hurriedly  she  tpoke,  as  the 
riner  replied — "  Ay,  nyl  was  tlie  hounds  i 
do  not  cross  the  palli,  that  shall  he  our  way  iJ 
«helhi>r  I  do  not  love  tlte  boy,"  he  added,  i 
of  Hatfield  i>y  this  designation,  as  was  bis  i 
and  wliich,  too,  in  its  fiuniliariiy,  bespokei 
man's  afibction, — "  Jud^,  I  oy,  whether] 
him  or  not,  when  I  )uve  placed  my  own 
jeopardy  to  save  him.* 

But  hero  ihcy  were  joined  by  ilie  fugitW 
gra!^>ed  Mike's  hand,  while  he  pressed 
wildly  to  his  heart,  tumble  to  speak  for  : 
to  thank  them  ibr  his  delircrance.     Gertru^ 
almost  iifelesn  on  his  neck. 

"  This  is  giving  your  life  for  me  indeed,] 
at  length  Ik  said,  for  be  had  overheard 
words.     "  But  I  will  not  stir  till  we  rcmov* 
best  may,  all  causes  of  suspicion;"  aiKl  tlim, 
at  the  gun — "  1  beard  lite  repofu     Did 
tbt^  then,  for  my  preservatioo  ?" 
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Mike  iKxWod  lenent. 

"  I  ttwuglii  so.  Well;  there  is  noi  a  momrni 
to  be  loKt  I  Speed ;  take  away  0>e  remains  of  tfae 
nuui  who  has  met  bis  death  from  the  ball,  and  con- 
sign  him " 

And  liere  be  started,  as  the  mangled  figare  of  the 
other  of  his  pursuers  presented  itself  at  the  rock- 
base,  where  he  had  met  his  denth-bed. 

"Start  notl"  said  Gertrude,  who  bad  come 
to  henwiragnini  while  Mike  now  left  them  to  take 
up  the  body  of  the  man  he  had  shot.  "  If  the 
hand  of  n  tcije  U  not  willing  to  xncrifice  the  life  of 
him  wlio  iii  leeking  the  death  of  Iwr  husband,  she 
deserves  not  the  name  !" 

"  Gertrude?" 

"  Ay  I"  she  oonlinucd,  as  bcr  countenance  in  its 
noble  animation  ipokc  even  morv  than  Iht  words; 
**  it  is  Gertrude  luklrcsMS  )-ou ;  but  not  tlie  Ger- 
trude you  left  Iwr — except  in  her  truili  to  you, — 
but  one  who  hax  been  schooled  by  suffering  to 
coti^dcr  the  world  she  had  once  looked  on  as  a 
(conc  of  luipjiine&s  but  a  wilderness  of  pain  !— to 
feel  titat  »lie  b  but  the  ghost  of  her  former  self, 
haunting  the  spot  of  a  former  more  happy  exist* 
CDCc  I — to  live  no  longer  for  hentvlf,  but  for  you  P 

<«  It  is  the  same  noble  spirit  still  that  speaks. 
Do  not  say  you  are  altered,  Gertrude.  From  the 
fir»t  moment  I  knew  and  loved  you,  I  knew  your 
spirit  to  be  one  of  utuliaken  truth,  sincerity,  and 
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lov«  ]  Tliiit  beauiifiil  check  is  pnlcr  indc 
bitterly  must  I  accuse  inj-aelf  tbnt  it  u  so;  bu^ 
heart  b  warm,  is  glowing  sb  ever  in  truth.  It 
know  happiness  less  than  it  did;  it  maji  have  I 
dimmed  by  u  snddcr  sludc;  but  tlie  d 
tentter  feeling,  the  truth,  the  love  ihnt 
hazard  life  it3»clf  fur  tlie  Scat,  abandoned,  hi 
fugitive " 

"  It  is  my  duty  I"  interrupted  Ocrirude, 
proceeded  to  speak  with  a  cahn  resolution  oihII 
nificd  composure  vrhich  evinced  the  nobleaf 
spirit  within  her,  unawed  by  tlte  difEculttes, 
shrinking  belure  t])e  perils,   tliat  beset  her 
band's  path.    "  It  is  my  duty,"*  she  mid,  "  i 
as  I  do.     I  am  one  with  yaureelf— inodc  ooe 
laves,  human  and  divine.     By  a  lioiid  such 
um  [  sacredly  pledged  to  shield  you  rri>m 
sulfer  with  you ! — and  tliough  all  the  worUI 
and  [»t!rw.-<:uie  you,  it  is  the  wry  crisis  in  vi 
should  Hiiuid  firmly  hy  your  side." 

**  More  than  woman  ! — more  than  wife  I 
guardian  spirit  aitd  aid-divine  !  can  I  say  boi 
voted,  solemnly  as  ardently,  my  heort  is  tov 
you,  when  I  fi^el  that  I  urn  wortliy  lisn  to  love 
adore  you.     You  can,  then,  forgive — Ibr^ct 
I  am  !" 

"  Have  I  not  said  so  in  what  I  have  alreadi 
pressed?     But  awuy, — the  time  ts  precious! 
word  you  have  ever  expressed  of  hope  to  inc»| 
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you  might  surmount  tlie  perils  thai  iKset  you,  hss 
been  lost  on  me.  Your  letter  has  been  read  ogiiiu 
nnd  again,  and  still  new  hope  has  been  gleaned  from 
it,  that  escape  might  y«  be  secured  you.  You 
there  held  out  pi-wpcct*  of  happiness,  ot  content,  if 
the  barrier  of  escape  were  onco  pancd.  Let  us 
struggle,  tlicn,  to  past  it  now.  Tim  gloom  and 
confusion  of  t)ie  elements  befriends  our  flight.  It 
has  already  befriended  yours  thus  far.  You  were 
hurrying  in  a  direction  that  might  have  been 
fetal " 

<*  I  was  trying,"  be  interrupted,  earnestly,  "  to 
take  Lorton  in  my  flight,  in  order  to  catch  r 
glimpse  of  you  t" 

In  fuct,  Quandish's  surmise  h»d  l>een  right ; 
and  the  alarm  of  Cappcrgill  or  llatfield  having 
been  raised  by  Miss  Ilowbiggen's  inquisitivenew, 
be  instantly  flod  from  town,  in  this  direction,  and 
with  (hu  object. 

"  I  ^nirmised  so,"  replied  Gertrude ;  "  but  see — 
Heuveti  has  sent  me  beforeluuKl  to  your  patli !" 

"  And  yet  more,  to  pi-eserve  me — lo  snatch  nn- 
from  my  pursuers!  fi«  slill  my  guard ioti  angel! 
In  the  path  you  direct  I  will  follow  1  But  stay — 
here  i»  Mike." 

At  this  moment  the  old  mariner  returned,  with 
the  grim  load  of  the  body  which  had  been  deprived 
of  life  bciicatli  his  unerring  aim.     Tlie  remainsor 
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the  other  of  hts  late  pursuers  were  extrii 
Hiit(ivlil  from  tlic  bottom  of  the  cleft  wbcn 
its  rugged  bed  being  one  of  those  channels 
by  the  winter  torrents  in  tlie  cliff, 
tocVy  districts ;  and  the  mountain  maiden 
way  through  ihu  coTcro,  wimsc  opposite 
out  upon  lilt;  lukc. 

V'itb  no  other  funeral  lament  tlinn  that 
rakied  by  the  yelling  winds  and  sleet,  die 
were  ooDsignttI  with  hollow  plash  to  tlic  d« 
grave  of  the  waters ;  and  «rc  llw!  circles 
away  over  the  spot  where  they  sunk,  the  I 
were  fast   urging   their  way  bemsth  the 
brows  and  rugg<Ml  [>vnks  of  tlie  cltfT.     These 
«  sovngc  canopvt  ut  once  to  screen  them  I 
scrvaiion,  should  any  further  pursuit  be  ml 
and  from  tlie  fury  sbo  of  iIk  storm   tlmi~ 
above  iliem.      'Ilicir  sieps  Uiok  n  nortb-wei 
direction,  it  being  (heir  intention  tu  reach 
coast  ns  soon  as  possible,  and  take  ship 
for   Bristol   or    Plymoutli,   their    ultimate  ^ 
being  to  cruss  the  clianncl  to  the  Continen 

At  the  first  convenient  ojiportunity, 
looked  forward  to  writing  to  Mr.  Fenioti, 
to  quiet  any  alarm  thai  might  have  ari 
minil,  at  her  protracted  absence  from  Loi 
to  uilbrm  him  of  the  step  she  had  taken, 
might  be  consistent  witli  the  safety  of  her 
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At  tlie  suggestion  of  old  Mike,  too,  it  wtts  resolved 
that  she  should  disguise  herself  lu  well  as  Hatfield, 
in  the  gnrb  of  n  seainiut;  luid  tliis  wu  to  be 
dfecied  at  the  iimt  village  they  should  deem  it 
safe  to  stop  at  that  night,  and  which  was  at  least 
nine  or  ten  miles  distant. 

We  will  Ihtv  snatch  a  moment  to  my  n  word 
accounting  for  Mike'*  pre«ence>  a  little  wliile  ago, 
so  opportunely  to  the  relief  of  Uatiield.  He 
was  taking,  then,  one  of  hts  solitary  rambles,  rifle 
in  hand,  to  aim  at  the  stray  eagle  that  sometimes 
was  seen  to  wheel  round  tlte  pike-summiu  in  the 
neighbourhood.  On  bis  way,  he  had  witnessed 
{previously  to  Gertrude's  discovery  of  it)  llie  pur- 
suit that  wax  being  made  after  her  husband,  and 
acc»rdingly  hastened  onward  to  his  assistance.  We 
■nay  add,  that  since  we  last  met  him,  he  hod  re- 
mained nt  his  dismal,  solitary  retreat,  the  moun- 
tain cell,  where  vrc  have  crcwhilc  found  him.  Uis 
thoughtt  hod  cotuiuntJy  been  engaged  on  Hatfield 
and  his  lovely  bride,  to  see  whom  be  had  frequently 
wandered  to  Lorton,  sharing  the  interest  we  have 
already  witnessed  as  shown  her  by  Esdailc  and 
GoJefield. 

But  to  return  to  the  fugitives.     Onward  they  ■ 
hied — in  hope,  in  fear,  in  haste ;  Destiny  dogging 
ihvin  at  tiie  beds ! — the  vyo  of  Fate  resting  darkly 
on  them  ! 
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CHAPTER   X. 


■'  Kirl-Alloway  wti  ilnwiiifi  oigli. 
Whan  gliaUti ani  liowtH* nightty  try. 
And  ROW  h»  mi  mi  unco'  aigbt. 
A  ranrdertr*!  bancs  tn  gibbrt  aimi, 
Wi'  nail  0*  «»r«fii'." 

IltinM. 


Krb  nightfall  thoj  gniDcd  the  vilhige  whereJ 
trude  wns  to  suKuinv  livr  »»ilor'»  dixguuK^ 
6rst  break  of  dawn  they  sallied  furtli  ngwn  on  , 
fcAi-TuI  track,  little  deeming  that  their  mot 
were  matter  of  espial.  PrrcautJoniirT  injuiic 
hill  l)cvti  givcii  through  every  oonHidenible 
in  the  district,  to  nuu-k  sll  persons  that 
under  any  circuin»tiincea  tending  to  excitoj 
picion.  The  [)rivAC}'  nought  by  the  whole 
and  the  change  of  dress  of  one  of  them,  ho« 
mttch  they  imagined  observation  had  been  tit 
did  not  pass  without  comment,  and  it  ia 
they  Motdd  have  biN-n  Moppvtt  oiid  tgucstinnejl 
they  not  made  tlieir  escape  at  the  vt^- 
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at  which  lighl  was  nfTurdvil  tlicm  for  pro- 
ceeding. They  hiirrinl  iiltHig  by  ileviutis  path; 
over  a  wvary  though  romantic  way  of  Rtuurliiritl 
and  crag. 

At  lust  (bey  came  to  a  spot  where  thr««  londu 
iii«t,  called  in  the  countiy  a  "  want- way,"  am! 
here  arow  a  bitter  perplexity  ss  to  which  of  them 
led  to  the  ooost;  for  there  was  no  dirtction,  no 
friendly  tingcr-posi  to  [Mint  out  to  iliem  an  escape 
from  their  difficulty.  Mike  hioitelf,  wlio  was  the 
only  one  of  tlie  party  that  knew  anytliingof  this 
particular  diittrict,  was  in  a  sute  of  uuccrtunty  no 
less  thnn  his  companions.  The  roads,  so  fitr  from 
running  at  difierent  points  of  the  compass  from 
each  other,  most  provokingly  ran  nearly  parallel  tn 
each  other  for  some  ilislnnce,  tlieir  ultimate  decli- 
nations, wherever  llic)'  miglil  take  pince,  being  as 
yet  equally  unuppareiil  and  uneertain. 

**  Weil  !  take  any  direction  raiher  limn  delay 
longer,  so  as  it  lies  away  from  the  quarter  wlienoe  < 
we  have  come!"  said  Gertrude  in  an  agony  of  im- 
patience gieater  than  even  that  of  Ilalfield  him- 
self. 

"  It  is  n  *  toss  up,*  said  Mike,  "  at  to  whidi  It 
is  best  to  take ;"  and  then,  after  a  moment's  pause, 
he  continued,  according  (o  hb  usual  superstitious 
tum  of  mind, — "  The  right  is  l)>e  luckiest ;  -let  i» 
take  the  nghl." 

VOL.    III.  I 
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So  tlic  right  brancli  wns,  in  accorHonrol 
sage  (tivinntioii,  pursued  witliont  furtlicr 
lion,  excepi  that  Ilaifi^ld   remarked' 
l>e«n  on  horseback,  we  would  have  flung 
on  our  horses'  nvcks  nnd  let  Utem  die 
I  have  olkni  been  Hiva  onnducted  saMy 
difBciillks  of  tlie  v»y,  rmm  which  I  should  i 
not  hare  known  of  mywlf  how  to  get  ext 

"  Ay !  Goil  is  with  ibc  dumb  creatures,' 
Mike,  **  more  ihnn  with  men  f  All  our  i 
cnnnol  act  »o  much  to  the  purpose  at  timcsfl 
instinel,  Kenson  aux  work  (look  you)  bni 
doubt,  on  movements  known,  plnnned  belcm 
and  undcntood ;  but  where  all  is  doubt  fl 
cerlftiDiy,  gire  roe  the  instinct  of  the  dumb' 
turcs  for  the  surest  chance  of  guing  snfeli 
God's  guidance  leads  them,  uivcoiisc»o»s  as 
ofit." 

So  saying,  tbcy  pursue*!  their  wny  nc 
und  barren  moor,  with  aoble  clumps  of 
M;atier«)  over  it. 

The  fancy  of  n  Grrmnn  wixard  might 
here  unearthly  shapn  through  ilic  murky- 
catch  d)e  fearful  ediocs  of  the  fknd  bun 
the  melnucholy  blasts  duii  sweep  it.    It  vo' 
made  you  sliiver  to  cost  your  kim  mund  i 
Hud  darkling  bound.      A  fen-fire  stard 
their  «>tainpy  [>ath,  and  danced  before  th' 
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brief  spncc  over  tliv  pciit-lieii,  inavort  of  uncartlily 
gk-c,  as  ihcy  looked  at  il  witli  tltougtits  little  cheer- 
ful on  tlteir  part;  for  it  aeemed  like  ■  light 
lield  out  hv  some  ill-spirit  to  lure  them  fruiu  tlie 
fair  track  of  safety,  and  iKrtnty  chein  to  liarra  oad 
(loom. 

So  ilwnght  llntfield,  as  lie  kept  liis  eyes  on  the 
narrow  benlcn  puitli  that  wound  through  the  fcni, 
Rtid  night  filmic,  mid  wild  broom,  as  ihey  paswd, 
avoiding  ihe  wilder  i>Dund  to  whicJ)  t)i«  foul  spirit 
seefoed  to  beckon  liim  astray  for  his  detiruetion 
in  ihal  folse  glare. 

On  iliey  went,  their  track  rtow  winding  along 
lie  brink  of  a  chmm  deep  and  dark  aa  (he  gulf  of 
Tuturity,  and  Ilntficld  Uiought  it  wax  tlie  darknt 
'  tliiug  of  whi<:ti  Itc  luul  ever  been  conscioiuii  except 
the  bosom's  gulf  where  Guill'a  dark  becrets  lie. 

They  came  lo  u  forest,  witere  the  grey  wan  light 
of  (lawn  was  breaking,  and  the  leaves  wore  shiver- 
^JDg  in  the  raw  niomtng  nir.  That  dim  mate — il 
looked  OS  if  the  itpirits  of  the  dead  claimetl  il  as 
their  grim  trybling  »pot,  to  pliiin  over  past  noex, 
whether  they  gibbcrt>d  nnder  i)>e  chill  light  of  liie 
niooii  or  beneulli  the  shroud  of  fearful  ihirkness. 
What  a  scene  of  desolation  spread  bctbrc  llic 
lilivos !  Those  bare  forest  trnnk:^  ax  tltey  rcec 
and  wide  xeemcd  lo  form  n  kind  of  natural 
I  nuuMleun)  over  the  deaUi  of  all  joy  and  bloom  of 
1  2 
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earthi  languishing  ut  »h«  did  bcncalh  its 
pall.  The  comrstlv^  didddervtl  as  tiicy  now  h 
up  where  the  shrill  \>\:va  uhi^iled  round  a  gil 
and  shook  the  cliiiins  that  rattled  with  a  hcflv;,j 
clank  ugninst  the  trunk  by  llie  wajr>«itlc. 
wind  sliifted  the  position  of  the  skeleton 
which  the  chains  hcld>  nnd  pbiccd  it  Taciiij*  then 
mid  a*  die  ray  filFully  glifiened  over  the  eye-socli 
it  seemed  to  gtnre  on  them  in  ghastly  specul 
As  Htitliehl  looked  at  it,  it  seemed  to  grin  in 
rible  mockery  of  himself,  and  still  hb  heart 
pered  an  ominous  warning,  which  be  irietl  in 
to  subdue  as  lie  made  an  cfTort  to  Kprsk  wit 
jocuUrity  ;  but  Itow  forced  it  was,  the  hns 
painful  expression  of  ll»e  brow,  that  ill  corrmf 
with  the  smile  on  the  lip,  dvclarcd.  Wdut  n»0 
in  our  hunmn  feature  so  nmimihites  to 
fiendi,  H  the  fell  distonion  of  unnatural  joy  ! 

**Thou  grim  cl)att<»%r,"  he  said  to  the  skc 
"  does  thy  gibbering  mean  that  (Immi  woulJtit 
me  to  ihy  side  ?    How  can  1  answer  tliee  ?     \1 
can  icU  but  that  I   may  one  day  lake  mv 
by  thee,  and   yiviil  thee  grin  for  grio  in  gt 
fellowship  I' 

"  ^^'h'Kllt,  man.  and  leave  your  uawemly  jfstal 
pray,  rather,  for  lictter  destinies  T  said  old  MS 
in  the  rcrercnlial  and  lowered  ion«  of  supeistiti 
alarm ;  "  whisht,  I  lell  }'Ou ;  you  never  know 
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near  diiuger  may  Iw,  nor  Itow  near  an  eril  pre* 
(lic(ioi)  may  be  to  its  rulfilinent.  Never  tempt  the 
puwi*i:tt  iilx>ve  by  a  jest.  Look  at  tJiose  two  ravens 
hiii-(]  by — ibey  seem  to  tell  you  so.  Get  to  the 
light  lumd,  you  sobio  dcstiny-moDgcrs !  Ay, — 
won't  ye  ?"  be  added,  as  Ito  tookod  at  the  birds  of 
ilt-ometi,  wbo  sat  on  tlie  bough  wt>crc  tlic  skeleton 
of  t)w  gibbctLxI  felon  Kwting,  and  craikcd  out  a 
Eoi-t  of  bulcous  clrarut  m  concert  with  the  mooit 
of  the  bifist,  and  llic  dnid  sound  of  llic  claltvring 
bones  and  clanking  irons. 

Tile  binis  stirred  not.  Tbey  seemed  to  Mike 
as  if  Kiarking  mtme  dark  decree  of  iin  impending 
doom.  And  scarcely  bad  ibey  paued  ll>e  s]>ot, 
when  Gertrude,  looking  round,  said — 

"  I  think,  as  fur  as  (he  dim  light  will  let  ine,  1 
see  some  one  at  the  bend  of  tbc  foreft  wulk." 

"Wlwr« Tasked  Mike  and  Halfield  logetlier, 
tiiriiing  simultaneou&ly  round,  and  looking  intently 
into  the  wan  and  dubious  dUiance. 

"I  ^1  for  all  the  world,"  said  Mike,  "asifsome 
•pccire  dogged  our  way," 

"  I  should  be  very  gUd,  Mike,  if  it  were  nothing 
more  substantial !"  said  Ilalfield,  witli  a  forcnl 
•mile,  which  still  vainly  strove  ngaiiiit  a  certain 
melancholy  iH-esenumeni  uf  ill  ibal  it  was  difficult 
lo  surmount  or  nibdite. 

"  I  hope."  be  continued,  with  the  sumc  lip-mirth 
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that  .was  iKrt  of  ihc  heart, — "  1  hope  it  may 
soinc  flf^ure  of  flesh  unil  blowl  eel  upon  ouri 
with  oUwrs  too,  doubtless,  in   liU   rear, 
spectres,  why,  this  spot  seems  to  be  quite 
u>  such  eompAny,  «nd  I  should  not  conipt 
blling  in  with  them.     Here  is  their  doniaiu  I 
*  fee  simple' — eh,  Mike  ? — nnd  ytra,  Ger 
you  would  rather  meet  an  nrmy  of  spirits, 
lienclt,  tlian  a  single  hmtile  spirit  of  thu 
tiuin,  or  n  single  fiend  in  human  iliapc?" 

But  Oenrudc  replied  not,  except  o»  to  wl: 
dbcernMl   of  the   figure   in   the  tlislanee, 
Riovemenu  she  was  too  intent  on  tracing 
any  other  speculations. 

"  I  have  lost  it  now/'  she  said,  tier  eyes ' 
stili  fixeif  on  the  spot;  "  I  loffl  it  jii»t  wbcr 
clump  of  oaks  runs  out  into  the  way,  and 
wind  round  their  ciKuit — but  there — the 
agtiini" 

And  Mike  tliought  lie  did  see  a  figure  jm 
iiseir  from  bchhid  iIk  trees,  and  as  bosiilyf 
draw.     "But  my  eye*  are  dim,"  he  said, 
fancy  does  much  where  the  senses  fail." 

"  I  shonld  prefer  at  once,"  said  Untflvkl  J 
pairing  to  lite  spot  and  ascertaining  if  any  i 
ill  reality  watching  our  track;  for  such  1 
conceive  to  be  tite  case  if.  as  you  imagine, 
any  one  look  slier  us  and  tlien  withdraw. 
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ceiving  wc  observed  lib  moTcmciiis.  Could  I  lay 
hiuxls  on  »ny  lurking  niffinn  Uiat  doggetl  our  way, 
by  Uaiv«n»  I  woulil  bind  Iiim  to  the  Iruiik  of  the 
first  tree,  and  let  liim  cniixulu  liimwir  for  his  rash- 
neu  M  he  best  iniglit,  by  watclting  the  %w\  nw:  over 
yonder — — " 

Out  hens  »  clamp  of  horses'  boofa  woke  on  their 
car,  mid  Mike  at  this  moment  having  turT>cd  his 
bead  round  in  the  direction  of  tlw  sound,  perceived 
that  which  ocamoned  him  to  exclaim — 

"  Fly  for  your  life,  down  yonder  alley  tlirough 
the  thicket,  to  the  left  I  It  b  the  nearest  outlet  for 
cscapc  \  Thvy  are  upon  us  1—1  sec  tlicm  ! — Ay 
for  your  life  I— never  mind  us — -we  arc  laifc  t" 

Ii  took  but  a  moment  to  persuade  Iliitfiuld  to 
hasten  down  the  narrow-winding  path  he  was  di- 
rected to  pursue.  Ue  )md  scarcely  left  his  com- 
panions two  minutes,  bdi>rc  tlircc  men  on  horse- 
back now  rode  up  to  tbcm,  nnd  after  lookinjf 
seardiingly  at  theiii,  asked  '*  where  was  ihcir  late 
companion?"  As  Mike  was  about  to  say,  **  that 
he  tutd  no  other  companioa  than  the  bu)  (for  such 
Gertrude  tu  her  disguise  seemed  to  be)  with  him," 
tliemimtliailiiuladdriAsed  him,  stopped  him  short — 

"  Your  denial  proves  to  mo  tliiit  tin:  persMi  who 
hat  just  left  you  a  the  man  1  want ;  J  nw  him 
leave  you  a  moraeni  past,  and  he  cannot  be  fur 
awav." 


176 


ADVENTUlt£S   OP 


"  It   must  be   down   thac   narrow    f^ieal 
went,"  mhI  (lio  other  fdlow,  "  fur  lie  coi 
bftvv  viuiiNhcil  l>y  any  other  passage  froni  ihi* 
walk  we  saw  him  in,  not  a  HMraaent  or 
Do  you  and  Billi"  he  continued,  tumtttg 
lliird  myrmidoit  of  the  pMrty,  "  go  down 
it  is  wide  enough  for  one  inAii  to  ride  ali 
l<!<iils  out  to  lh«  forctt  boi-der.     Make  Itostc 
iind  you  munt  hnve  him." 

Mike  rdt  A  shiver  come  over  hu  spiril 
words,  as  much  as  to  warn  him  that  the 
was  soon  to  be  at  hand  whidi  he  had  so  long  t 
fully  nwaitcd.      lie  remniued  in   anxious   en 
lation,  to  see  whether  or  not  the  men  would  i 
ti-um  the  forest  shades  widi  iheir  captiw. 
tol  »liat  now  echoed  llirotigli  the  wood,  uodi 
HI)  affray  wa.t  goiiij;  on.     The  offioen  had, 
tore,  founil   the  object  of  their  ptinuiit. 
iiud    Gertrude's  anxiety   increased ;    thdr 
beat   faster  and  faster :    the   old    mariner 
scarcely    support    the    anguislKd    spirit 
lowly  chnrgc ;  indeed,  he  had  a  hard  stmg 
nuinbiin  in  supporiiug  his  own. 

'lliey  walked  renlrsKly  olong  the  path  Ic 
the  piiMHge  Hatfield  had  tukcti,  and  away  iri 
officer  wlto  remained  behiml.     Ill  a  short 
sound  of  u  Itorse'x  booT*,  bmtiog  aside  tb« 
arrested   lltcir  atlciitioit,  and   from  an   au| 
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little  higher  up  Uie  main  avenue  tluin  that 
vbidi  ilie  officers  had  entered,  who  >Jioiil<l  appear 
riding  forward  hut  Hatfield  himself.  He  urged 
his  horse  from  the  wood  covert'  full  af^tnst  the 
officer  who  remained  in  the  avenue,  and  put  an 
end  to  all  resistance  on  his  part  by  shooting  him 
dead  on  iIk  spot.  By  this  net  he  merely  antici- 
pated a  similar  intended  nssnult  on  the  part  of  the 
officer,  who  had  raised  his  pistol  to  clieck  Hal- 
field's  career. 

This  circumstance  had  scarcely  taken  plncc,  than 
ui^ing  his  steed  by  Gertrude's  side,  he  stooped  from 
tlio  saddle-bow,  and  snnuihinjT  her  up  by  her 
slender  waixt,  placed  her  befiirc  him,  and  away  he 
gailopetl  down  ilie  dun  foreet-gludc,  and  was 
quickly  tost  along  its  fiallow-iinled  vista,  beyond 
the  readi  of  hb  pursuers. 

*'ODd  bless  you,  Mike  I — God  bless  you  !"  l>e 
cried,  as  he  started  onwards ;  "  wc  meet  on  the 
coast — at  Kavonglass — you  know  the—"  and  the 
w«>rdK  were  losi  to  the  ear  of  the  old  mariner,  who 
hiuiily  replied — 

"  Ay,  ay  ! — away,  away  ! — for  yoor  life !" 

The  echoes  of  his  steed's  clamp,  no  les  llinn  hts 
words,  luid  now  fadetl  on  Mike's  ear,  as  be  vu 
proceedit^  to  make  the  beM  of  faia  way  from  the 
tbreu. 

'Ute  baffled  and  dismayed  myrmidons  of  justice, 
t3 
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wIm  liad  «iiter«il  the  thicket  to  secure 
were  tio<v  rciui'ned  (lesperately  wounded 
nfTray  llut  hail  plainly  lakea  plncu.      The 
leading  tlie  tingle  horse  left   between 
on  which  Wa  eoropanioit  wus  placed  helpt 
ri»m  n  full  Mxtaiued  in  sunn;  strugg-le, 
prabably  from  the  pistol  shot  livnrd  by 
and  Mike. 

Hnw  tliis  might  be,  hovrever,  tbe  old 
lillle  coiicenjetl  himself  about  lininiui^,  hi 
anxicij'  being  now  to  bctnkc  himself  tu  the  i 
(Ik  coast  which  had  been  alrvady  agreed  on 
emburkfttion  of  Ilatlield.     M'ith  this  view, . 
nlready  matle  bis  way  (««  wn  liave  just   wit 
from  the  avenue,  and  was  deep  in  the  wtMxl 
ipeeding  his  way  to  the  forest  border,  bei 
officers  hnd  returned    from  their  late  pu^ 
HnlRclil.     Dashing  the  tear  aw«y  frntn  his 
he  went  along,  he  cxdainm)  — 

*'  (Jod  prcscrro  him ;  he  deserve*  lo 
is  a  l>ni<,'e  fellow.  But  it  it  all  of  no  a^'aiL 
must  have  him,  I  feur,  at  lii^l.  Not  the 
con  6ght  against  his  doom  for  ever.  His  i 
must  conquer  him  nt  Ust  T 
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"  Ifhiipnyer 
Be  iraMcd,  a  Eiint  nMMr  will  amt, 
Ufftiut^  ItiMi  o'm  the  <tMp  .  .  , 

Bui,  Uml  *1hmI 
Bodo— 

■  UoA.         Evil,  doubilMi,  tiko  all  buBiao  ■qumU." 

SuKiur, 


'  Did  you  say,  Sir,  you  were  going  by  the  (Jlan- 
gow  packet.  Sir?— or  the  Bristol,  Sir?"  &ikc<l  a 
■mirking,  prating  iraitur  at  tiic  inn  at  llavi-aglnss. 
'*  I  siiid  neitlier  th«  one  nor  tiic  other,  friencl ; 
trouble  not  thyself,  I  pny  thee,  about  my  morc- 
ntiiits,"  rqilicd  nn  dderly  gentleman,  hobitc*)  in 
Quaker  cosuime,  but  bearing  a  singulu-  resem- 
blance to  the  venerable  Mr.  Jackson,  which  wc 
remember  first  of  all  exciting  our  curiosity  at 
Biiltermcro  church  some  time  ago,  and  whom  we 
afterwards  met  seated  on  tlie  style  by  the  wnysidc 
subsequently  to  Hatfield's  escape  from  the  chui-c)i ; 
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uud  lastly,  wlwin  wc  witnessed  in  conrerxat 
WcKxUlaiK]  m  Windvrmvrc     Uaving  tht 
thought,  lurnctl  luiih:  tlic  ntcddlcsome  iii()uii 
tlic  waiter,  lie  odtlreMed  Mintt  words  lo  mj 
aUo  ill  ibe  guUe  of  one  of  the  society  of  '. 
and  vfho,  we  must  suppooe,  wa»  the  old-j 
iiuid's  daughter.     But  the  waiter  wax  not 
to  he  &ilcacc(],  hcing  ns  of&cioas  &  varlct 
mad«  rnJsdticf  oroccoiJoiicd  aiinoyaiice  hy\ 
pertinence. 

"  Oh,  beg  pardon.  Sir;  1  onljr  tiiuught, 
if  j'ou  were  for  Bristol,  Sir,  you  would  not 
to  understand  ihst  you  may  have  the  ooti 
a  gciillcmaD  who-  ■    " 

"  Nay,  nay,  frifnd,  I  am  bound   for 
quarter  than   Bristol.     I  thunk  dice   niu< 
would  be  sorry  for  thee  to  trouble  iltysell 
my  moTcments.     Esther,  my  dear,"  be  con 
turning  to  his  ihiugliter,  "  it  is  alinoKl  time 
to  l>e  setding  our  account  here.     Woite 
know  what  we  have  to  pay." 

"Certainly,  Sir;  yes,  Kr;  but  don't  su; 
that  it  is  any  trouble  to  accommodate  any  get 
ill  our  liotise.  Oh,  ito.  Sir ;  attd  so.  Sir, 
posihly  you  might  be  going  in  die  some 
OS  die  gentleman  down  stairs,  I  Uwuglit 
just  AsJt  you,  Sir,  in  order  to  acquaint  him- 

"  'iluinks  to  llKe,  Triond  I  thanks  to  the 
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— "  For  be  lukvtl  me  if  I  knowcd  whcth«r  any 
one  was  a-going  afxiaril  either  of  ilie  |uiclicts.  I 
m^ans,  Sir,  the  Glasgow  or  Krisio) — he  might 
have  said  the  Liverpool  too.  Sir ;  but  I'm  not  quite 
certaiiit  Sir." 

"  Nay,  nay  !  nerer  mind,  fi-iend,  never  mind  V 

"  Well,  Sir,  he  says,  says  be,  '  I'm  a-jroinji  n»j-- 
scir  by  ihc  Bristol,  and  would  gladly  join  any  one 
going  tl»e  Kftmc  way ;'  so,  says  I,  •  I  believe,  now  j-»u 
speak  of  it,  tlicn:  is  a  gentleman  a-going  I  but,  if 
you  pleosr,  Sir,  I'll  just  stcrp  up  and  inquire?*" 

•'lliouartTcry  good,  very  good,  friend — I  much 
'thank  thee,— bat  would  more  particularly  be 
obliged  to  thee  if  thou  woiddtt  jt»t  at  present  let 
me  have  my  accoant.     Esther,  my  child." 

"  In  one  moment.  Sir,*  interrupted  the  waiter, 
"  *  bul  pcrhiips  you  would  like  (o  tee  the  gentleman 
ilpxtairs,'  savfl  I  to  tliegentlemun  down  Alulnt.  'Ofi 
yes'  '^y^  be ; '  I  shall  be  very  happy,  if  I  am  not  in- 
truding.'   'Oh,  no  intrttsion,  I'm  sore,'  says  I — " 

"Really,  friend,  thou  art  the  most  accommodnling 
ministrant  1  ever  met  yet  at  any  inn  in  dte  three 
kingdoms." 

"  Kot  at  all.  Sir  I  nlways  happy  to  pirasc  the 
gentlemen  that  putt  up  at  our  inn.  'Well,  and  so,' 
•ays  tlie  gentleman  down-suirs,  '  the  coSee-room 
is  very  lull ;  suppose  you  mention,  wiih  my  compli- 
ments to  (Itc  gentleman  above,  tltat  I  will  join  him 
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if  w«  ure  to  be  feUow-piaaeng«r»>'  anil " 
corner  ju&t  lo  propose — " 

"  U[)oi]  my  word,  both  tiMMi,  my  Iricml^ 
worthy  gentleman  down  flairs,  are  moet 
just  let  mc  recall  to  thy  niomory  that 
tbrtnod  tliec  I  ato  not  about  to  take  my 
Bristol  1  and  yet  more,  that   1  have  twU 
thee  for  my  acconnu^ 

**  Geg  a  tlwusand  pardons,  Sir,  Tor 
you  one  momeDt  more  than  you  desired, 
happy  to  accommodate.     Bill    shall    be 
in  •  moment,  Sir.  I'll  only  just  Mep 
prrvt-ni  the  gentleman  fixwn  comini;  Bp,( 
coll«e-room  was  very  crowded,  and  lie 
lo  shift  his  quarters." 

So  Miytng,  he  bustled  out  of  the  room,  \ 
Quaker  «ih1  his  daughter  were  nt  length 
of  his  troublesome  presence ;  for,  in  trutii,  I 
ousnee  seemed  fnuigtit  with  some  little  di 
them,  to  judge  by  tli«  words  now  hastily  < 
by  the  wortliy  (>l)adiali  to  li'tx  fiiir  child, 

"  We  have  not  a  monieni  to  dvlay. 
is  Mike's  signal.     Look  towards  the  sea, 
will  disoeni  a  little  bent  with  a  small  red 
flitting  over  llie  bow.     He  wniu  to  row 
the  first  vessel  we  con  come  up  to,  and 
any  coast  but  this ! — the  further  off  the 

"  I  tee  it,  I  see  it,"  exdatmed  E9ilier,J 
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dMtr  lo  h«r  tide  llw  arm  on  whkl) 
§hc  IcwioJ,  wliili;  tlwy  itow  Imstentid  from  the 
room  down  siair*,  hoping  to  avoid  the  threatened 
viniiation  nf  the  "guiillcinan  heluw,''  who  found 
the  cofTee-rooin  so  ioconreniendy  crowded. 
Scarcely,  liowever,  had  lliey  set  foot  on  the 
Innding-pUce  outside  the  door  wheti  ttiey  were 
met  by  th«  prating,  smirking  waiter  agaiD,  who, 
with  an  officious  grin  on  his  countctuuice,  com- 
niefloed — 

"  Beg  pardon.  Sir,  but  ibe  '  gentleman  below' 
sui*!  he  thought  he  had  tlic  pleasure  of  your  ac- 
(|uaintance,  when  1  described  you  to  bim,  and-"—" 

"  Nay,  tuiy,  friend  ! — 1  luiowhim  not  I — I  know 
him  noU" 

"  But  1  kitow  j-ou !"  (aid  a  voice  proceeding 
from  a  small  room,  Uie  door  of  wluch  was  open,  at 
the  side  of  tlie  huiding-place  where  ibin  brief  and 
Iiasty  colloquy  between  Obadiah  and  tike  wuter 
look  pUce,  and  U>e  former,  as  l»e  looked  romtd,  re- 
cognised in  (he  tace  of  the  speaker  the  identical 
effigies  of — (^uandish. 

"  Nay,  nay  !"  continued  Obadiali,  now  proceed- 
ing to  brush  down  stairs  with  an  cxpedilion  kur- 
prisii^  in  one  of  his  years,  and  appearing  rather 
to  support  Im  youlliful  daugtiter,  than  vtxk  sup- 
port from  her,  "  1  tell  iltee,  friend,  I  know  ihee 
not,  nor  const  iIkiu  know  me." 
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"  Ha,  ha  V  ejuciiliiuxl  QuuiOUb,  witli 
ing  laugl),  "  M^^  shall  tee  if  wc  nre  not 
qusintcd  lliuiijou  urould,  perhupa,  5nd  il 
to  acknowlwige !"  And  scarcely  had  ili«; 
escaped  liU  lipa  tliun  out  titt^ppfd  from 
little  room  iwo  or  Uirte  fellow  myrmidon 
tim,  who  now  pounced  on  (tieir  prvy,  w 
Kwellcil  the  dtorus  of  Quandish's  insultiti] 
and  HutHetd,  (for  it  was  himself*)  Hntfield, 
y£l  indomilable  Hatfield,  found  hinutelf  nt; 
securetl  beyond  the  chanco  of  nny  furtlier 

He  vBs  not  token,  bowover,  nntil  oAer 
rate  struggle,  which,  ofcmirse,  called  ever 
snd  sojourner  in  the  liousc  to  tliv  fray  on 
case.  But  all  resistance  tras  in  vnin ;  the  I. 
Protean  shapee  that  die  captive  lutd  assnoii 
Quaker  -xas  stripped  from  htm,  nnd  cxhilii 
in  his  own  proper  pcison. 

Adroit   in   his  ewapts,  as  we   lai« 
him,  no  less  t)tnn  in  his  traDfrormntions, 
WM  at  length  oontc  when  he  should   be 
secured. 

Gertru<le,  for  the  fair  Qunkeress  was  oi 
dian  beraelf,  cltuif;  to  him  aa  the  oScen  wi 
about  to  drag  him  away,  in  order  to  con 
ultimately  to  the  nearest  magistrato  for  U'u 
mittal.     She  wos  nt  Icnf^h  removed  from 
sensible,  arul  when  site  came  to  herwlf 
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opeiie<1  her  ey«B  to  meet  llio  anxiooa  inquiring 
gtance  of  old  Mikr,  who  beiit  orer  ber,  where  she 
tnu  lying  on  the  Maman's  humble  pallet  in  ilie  hut 
where  they  now  both  were. 

It  appears  that  Mike  having,  according  to  the 
afjrccnicnt  prcvioixiy  tnude  between  himself  nnd 
Hnifichl,  repaired  to  Ilavengtitn,  had  Itowted  liie 
little  peniKMi  Trom  the  boat  in  which  lie  wot  to 
bare  conveyed  him  hikI  Gertrude  to  any  packet 
sailing  on  its  way  from  England. 

Thus  fiir  wc  have  alrmdy  been  ahlc  logl«an;~ 
it  reiiuiinw  tu  be  invntinned  that  Mike  having 
waited  mucli  heyoiid  die  perio<l  nK  which  his  signal 
bad  bcKii  huiited,  li^an  la  appreliend  danger,  nnd 
accordingly)  consigning  his  boat  to  the  care  of  a 
brother  seaman,  be  hastened  up  to  the  inn,  which 
was  aitualed  close  upon  the  sen-shore,  and  was 
speedily  made  angunintcd  with  all  the  ctrcum- 
slanees  that  had  token  place  relative  tu  the  capture 
of  IlatficUl. 

The  first  object  now  of  hli  care  wa*  Gertrude. 
He  luid  itikeii  charge  of  her  on  )ier  bcti^  sfpAmt 
from  iIm;  arms  of  tier  husband,  where  she  was  beldl 
by  hitn  till  taken  away  by  main  fbroe^  and  amidst 
die  brutal  insults  of  Quandisb. 

From  this  moment  )in<l  the  good  old  mariner 
watched  orer  liej-,  wjib  the  tender  attentiun  ofa 
pnrciit.     lie  Itad  lakeii  her  to  a  hut  which  l>e  pre- 
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pared  for  ber  reccpiioD.  and  to  wliicli  hi 
uaunDy  on  his  visits  U>  RavenglasB,  wliichi 
utifre^uenl,  to  »c«  his  old  comrodea  of  the 

As  he  would  waich  orer  her  in  her 
insenaibilitTi  tho  good  old  nuin  would 
tear  Mol«  into  his  eye — "Ay  I  did   I   dc 
The  storm  hi>«  come  down  at  la»l  t— and 
muM  go  to  wreck  !     To  tliipk,  jntt  at  thej 
when  eMape  seemed  sure — wben  vrc  wer 
way,  with  wind  and  tide  in  our  favour, 
port  of  safety, — to  tliink  that  at  this  <  nic 
the  *  yelloiv  flag'  diould  hare  been  hoixtodj 
rovers  should  have  borne  down  on  it 
strike  suls  and  sunk  our  craft '  after  so  m 
goodly  chase  in  which  we  liad  outstripped 
Well,  well;  it  was  to  beT 

And  here  the  old  man's  attention  was  | 
towards  offering  what  rude  consolntton 
to  tlic  unhappy  wife  of  him  whose  bte  he  li 
By  tlio  tusiduity  of  Mike,  and  the  atter 
|)rocure<l   for  bcr  from  other  quarters, 
gradually  rallied;  but  if  ttii;re   was  one  cq 
stance  more  than  another  that  tended  to  rg 
and  encourage  her,  it  waa  the  whi^pt-r 
breathed  to  her  by  Mike,  that  sho  might ; 
sibly  aJfoid  some  succour  to  the  conditioci 
05  indeed  it  wns,  of  her  husband. 

To  cherish   but  the  inkling  of 
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^RlhfGcient,  iu  a  l>0M>m  like  Genrtide'si  to  ur^e 
ber  to  (be  resolve  of  attempting  to  act  upon  it.  If 
the  old  man,  indeed)  in  Ills  own  mind  tacitly  con- 
fessed ihc  uiKlcrtukinjf  to  be  d«)(pemto,  yvl,  when  tic 
pci-ccived  that  iu  attempt  wnx  nil  that  gave  n  return 
uf  stven^th  or  spirit  lo  his  lovely  ciuir^,  li«  nt  once 
(Iclvrmtned  to  aid  her  in  it,  an<)  accompany  her  in 
ilx  execution. 

Itie  nature  of  this  resolve  must  be  left  to  our 
en.iiiing  pages  to  explain. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


"  I  am  uot  ;e1  or  Percf's  mind,  ihe  IloUpur  of  tb 
he  ihal  kills  me  some  *ix  or  sevea  doien  of  Scott  at  a  bi 
tvaahes  his  hands,  ajid  »ys  to  his  nife,  '  Fie  upon  ll 
life!  I  want  work  I"  'Oh,  my  aweet  Hany,'  says  sb 
many  hast  thou  killed  to-day !'  'Give  my  roan  horse*  i 
Bays  he,  and  answers,  '  some  fourteen  !'  an  hour  after — * 
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a  trifling  cost  an<)  in  a  short  space  of  timr,  to  a 
iliiitiuiciovilicrchcitUli  und  recreation  muy  besought, 
imuking  at  the  foul  fogs  of  [Ik  snmkj-  city,  imd 
placing  the  doctor's  calling  ut  a  (Ittcntint!  Little 
recks  he  that  he  is  reiiping  the  fruit  of  elTurtn,  to 
complete  which,  Rcienw,  with  "  careful  brow,"  has 
ihougitt  and  toiled  over  (or  years. 

Again  lie  plodx  douii  llic  spacious  ways  of  the 
iTKxIcrii  Hnbyluii)  and  lake*,  m  n  matter  of  coursp, 
(rtckkta  varlet!)— xy,  tBic«»  m»  a  tnntlcr  of  courxt* 
all  ilie  comfort  and  luxury  wtiJch  Iter  guodiy  pave- 
ments,  her  ^acioiu  nreas,  and  costly  (.-diflce^,  de- 
lighting the  eye,  present!  Little  does  be  bestow 
one  thought  of  cotuideralton  (mcli  is  the  selfishness 
of  onr  common  nature)  on  i!ic  piiins  it  htu'  cdfct  to 
rear  this  world  of  comfort  and  luxury.  little  dues 
he  picture  the  "  immane  hamihironi"  of  the  daric 
narrow  ways  that  erewhilo  existed,  imperfectly 
lighted  with  ding}'  lillle  ml  lamps,  serving  ralhcr 
to  rentier  dnrkiicn  viiihle  tlum  expel  (he  gloom. 
Uow  can  he,  when  his  senitea  are  dnulnl  by  the 
gas-illumination  that  blnze«  Uiroiigh  the  town,  (o 
shew  spacious  pavemeiiLH  skirting  the  jKimp  of 
palnoeai  ?  Ue  b  lo«t  in  ihe  glitter  and  gaiety ; 
and,  selfish  as  he  if,  may  pcrlmps  be  excuse*)  his 
forgrtfnlnc»  of  the  dinginews,  inconvenience,  and 
diacrnnfort  of  a  former  day,  in  the  cheerfulness, 
convenience,  and  decoration,  of  the  scene  imme* 
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diaiely  Brouml  liint.     U  k  Ui  au 
however,  no  small  sabject  of  interest . 
meal,  to  cnll  up  die  labyrintb  of  ijng«it 
perplexity  of  the  post — to   picture   to , 
painliii  plodden  lhro(^;h  dougb-besct, 
difficult  pftsses,  wliidi  ib«  mighty  DritisE 
Mt  tlie   period   of  our  slo«y,   for    the 
exhibited. 

Truly,  if  the  Loudon  of  to-dajr  maj 
Ikbylon  from  iu  splendour,   it   roiglit 
**  Habel"  from    its   "coiifiuioti"  of  a 
vtul  to  tliis  Dabel,  then,  we  utic«  ugnin  r< 

Accordingly,  we  procenl  to  take  our 
wnrdn  St.  James's  Park.     Nut,  (iis  nt 
day, )  do  we  pass  through  a  spsoe  of  poc 
down  upon  by  palaces, — ^tbe  AllienKuiu 
side,  the  United  Service  Club  Uouse  on 
nortbwnrd,  tlie  spleudtd  vkta  uf  goodly 
and  Koiiibwnnl,  the  facade  cnlli-d  Cai-lion 
Not,  when  lu-rived  within  lite  procincis  of 
are  we  met  by  terraces  of  pomp  ood  beiig 
ing  a  sweep  of  pidace*,  and  justifyini^i 
*'  Babylonijin." 

Nay,  such  is  the  power  of  association, 
were  an  eiL&y  mutter  to  imngiue  ouradi 
atwent  Babylon,  were  we  but  to  plaoe.J 
oasnoo  b  the  '•  Setmrjicnidc"  upon    tl 
imiostrade,  with  Pasta  for  tbe  Babyluni 
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nnd  Itoerini's  magfiifioent  itnuiu  counding  ii>  our 
cars  I 

Btit  nvmy  wilb  tboe  visionR,  aiid  lurti  vrv  to  the 
(lurk,  mt:Iaiichi)5y  swnmp  which  St.  JaiiMs's  I'nrk,  ut 
th«  |>eritiil  of  our  story,  presented,  and  which  now 
meets  us,  instead  of  iho  dccorntcd  maze  of  mingled 
palac«  and  gnrden  to  whichiilntcr  day  bos  given  binh. 

It  WBK,  ilien,  iilang  (lie  Iwnlcr  of  llie  "  Itirdoigo 
Walk"  ihnt  u  perwHi  wm  walking  in  qitcst,  gcndc 
render,  of— adventures  !—Jiow  well  h«  wo*  calcu- 
lated far  such  a  pursuit  or  not,  let  his  appearance 
and  character  testify.  There  are  many  yet  living 
wlvo  will  recognise  llio  portrait  (we  dare  say)  be- 
lore  it  is  finished.  He  was  about  six  feet  two,  in 
ilie  Cm  instance;  of  a  most  menacing  aspect,  and 
rendered  Ibrroidable  by  the  invasion,  over  nearly 
all  his  face,  of  a  pair  of  huge  bushy  black  whis- 
kers; his  nose  was  a  tremendous  aquiline  one.  as 
fiery  at  its  end  as  hb  temper,  nnd  Kemctl  to  blaze 
forth  n  challenge  to  the  whole  world,  of"  pull  me 
if  you  dare,  un<t  I'll  dash  your  brains  out  t" 

Ves,  gentle  reader,  yon  may  start;  but  the 
menace  jun  suggested  is  no  spark  of  fancy,  lit  up, 
as  you  might  suppose,  by  the  said  blaxing  feature, 
but  a  datigerxniK  reality,  at  once  voudied  for  by  Uie 
huge  club  brande>beil  in  tlie  tmnd  of  its  bearert 
and  denominated  by  him  his  "  walking-slick  I"  and 
with  truih  might  it  be  calkd  so,  for  it  occasiooed 
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most  persons  who  cam«  near  it    tn 
from  th«  perilous  iwigbbourliood   of  *■ 
lord"  (for  such  )ic  was)  who  widded   it, 
their  legs  oould  carry  them. 

F»«t, however, Bxthvy  were  willing  tog 
rctrot,  it  wiu  difficult  at  lUl  timoi  to  avoid 
orerLikcn  by  our  nobie  adventurer,  who 
certain   either  to  imagioe  a  cauic  of 
pick  a  quarrel. 

Hiastalwan  wricl,Bshcl>raDdUhed  his  '*i 
Slick,"  wtw  in  R  constant  fidget  lo  exercise 
th«  uniiivemviit  or  pommelling  nny  tint 
cotilii  find ;  at  l«asi,  to  it  should  seem,  u>  ji 
tlie  twirl  he  perpetually  gave  it,  very  much  . 
player  at  ilte  "  quarter-staff"  might  do,  or 
hem,  twirling  his  *'  shilaleh,"  as  be  rushes 
*'  shebeen,"  or  wbbker  shop,  to  knock  the  br 
of  a  tithe  collector.  Tliis  "  pretty  little  ratt 
it  sltould  be  observed  lor  the  fidelity  of  the  i 
almut  as  tliick  as  a  stout  miui's  wrisi,  ur 
knotted  for  nearly  a  fool  and  a  luilf  tipwards 
tlw  spike  which  lipped  it  nt  tlie  Imttnnt. 

Imagine,  in  a  civilized  &tateof  society,  a  ; 
of  a  Christian  community— though  we  cani 
a  civilixed  being  himself — bearing  about  a 
of  such  a  nature.     At  any  rule,  the  picturr ! 
sistcnt — the  man  was  worthy  nf  llie  iiistr 
and  the  instrument  of  the  man,  and  thcty 
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curOingly  inseparable  I  To  look  at  llie  chumcter 
in  question,  ;,'ou  would  imagine  lie  wns  some  savage, 
dressed  ind<rcd  iti  the  garb  or  nn  Iiunionized  race, 
tliougli  vrith  OL-rtain  eccentric  deviations  fi-om  itie 
prescribed  form — so  complete  an  Orson  did  lie 
appear. 

His  vrai«ioont  was  made  of  sliRggy  bear-skin, 

doubk-breusted,  and  with  a  double  row  of  mother- 

of-pcnri  bulloiu.     'Hi'u   was   apparent   when  the 

huge,  (hick  fur-oolUred  Kuriout  wax  (lung  open, — 

which  it  generally  was,  in  order  to  give  more  play 

to  the  luriii  of  the  noble  oombaunt,  in  the  encounters, 

BO  nuuty  of  wbicli  it  was  bis  delight  to  seek.     He 

was  tlie   terror   of   the    foo<pads  all    round   the 

vesiern  ponton,  in   particular,  of  the  metropolis, 

ud  Ilcreuies  hiiPMlf  never  held  a  more  decisive 

Tarffumeatum  iaculiniim   in    his  )umd,   to  qtietl  a 

marauding  or  iiwolent  spirit,  than  tlie  noble  Orson. 

I  Peace  be  to  his  tnaneii ! — a  pleasanicr  man,  when 

}hs  cbudc  iHit  to  take  aiTroni,  (mark  I)  never  entered 

a  social  cirx;)e  I 

lie  was  at  timed  remarkable  li>r  his  dandyism  of 
.dress :  and  his  high  red-heeled  boots  (Uie  tasliion 
[of  the  time)  and  gill  spurs,  quite  a  la  ehetfolier, 
EafTorded  n  singular  contrast  to  his  savage,  menacing 
Isspect.  Dut  these  moods  of  fbrbi-arancc,  and 
ft  lucid  intGrvuls"  of  hunumlzntion,  wore  but  lem- 
orary.  lie  was  too  gUd  to  relapse  into  ibe  fierce 
VOL.    III.  K 
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ftiid   advcnture-luving    being    we    have 
hiiD. 

llic   fact   19)   he  was  endowed    wiili 
itrcngUt,   and   found  pleasure  accordingly 
exercise  of  it,  as  is  the  case  univenotlly,  whet 
physical  ornioral  endowments!  for,  whaleverj 
we  feci  ountclve))  adepts  ill,  wc  kctTc  a  concoi 
pledMire  in  exercisii^. 

Now,  in  tlie  instance  of  the    noble    Ic 
would  have  been  ver^'  well  if  be  would   but.'] 
confined  bimself  to  battering  a  brick  wall; 
tbund  tKi  mark  so  agreeable  for  tl>e  exercise  i 
bfltteiing-ram  of  a  bludgeon,  as  the  numskulls^ 
majesty's  liege  subjecu;  and  which,  if  be 
times  found   them    perhaps   litUe  less   hard  th 
brick-bats,  yet  ho  can  scarcely  stand  exculpated 
making  so  free  in   trying  his  strcugib  on 
Conflict,   in   fact)   wns   hi»  clement ;   furt 
and  tniitquillity,  u  rcol  ai>il  painful  effort  to  hiJ 

Of  oounc,  ItoireTcr  embarmssiag  his  societ 
found,  ^eiiernlly  speaking,  be  was  on  Ids 
havioin-  at  Carhon  House  in  parti<.-ulsr,  wbe 
shall  pcrliaps  in  due  time  fall  in  with  liim  : 
a  disciple  of  Menrs.  Gall  and  Spuraheitti 
even  thei'e,  have  pronounced  at  a  glaoco 
possesietl  ihe  oi-gan  of  comhiitiTCDCss. 

Such  was  he  in  penon  and  gnrb.     Hi» 
the  present  occasion,  it  may  be  itnagiued, 
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ilic  danily  r<»tture  of  rtil-liecl«.  No;  lie  wore 
slout,  thick  sitors,  whmc  trob-iuuU  niid  iron  tips 
imprinted  formidublt  ninrks  In  lite  miul  of  ihi; 
Birdcage  Walk,  aitd  shewed  tlie  ditiientiim*  of  lite 
wearer,  akin  to  the  mould  of  a  Herculen  or  Poly- 
plitiine.     "  Ex  pede  Hercuftm  !" 

llis  eye*  glared,  like  a  tiger's,  throtigli  the  ol>- 
scurity  of  the  hour,  for  it  was  twilight,  (his  favourite 
period  ibr  adrcnlurc-sceking,)  and  tltdr  iirc  was 
only  equalled  by  titc  cflulgcncc  of  his  nose,  whicli 
was  a  very  beacon  of  nffrny  wlicrcsocvcr  ho  moved. 

Coarse  blue  tmuMTS  of  s)>ngg>'  clolti  completed 
his  ncihcr  mnii ;  and  thus  equipped)  and  antK-d,  he 
stalked  forward,  angr)'  that  no  wmtdering  thief,  or 
roysterer  from  a  cofFce-housc,  had  crossed  his  path. 
However,  lie  hod  not  remained  long  in  this  painful 
state  of  impBtionco  before  a  cry  ns  of  a  female  voice 
readied  his  ear. 

So  far  from  exciting  any  "  tender  rc^p^li^on  l>ts 
piu-l,  that  hclplenness  sliould  be  asKiiled,  our  hero 
was  only  delighted  at  tlie  thought  that  violence 
would  be  cliottiAeil  by  his  arm.  It  was  not  long 
before  be  arrived  at  the  spot  whence  the  ery  lia«) 
proceeded.  lie  saw  a  young  female  struggling 
with  B  man.  One  blow  of  his  "  rattan"  fcllod  the 
ruffian,  who  was  scixing  (as  his  lordship  supposed) 
the  girl's  purx*.-,  and  laid  him  sprnwling  insensible 
on  tlic  ground. 
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*'  The  diain  I— the  golden  chain  !"    she 
<*  the   man    who   hns  run    off,    has   got   Ic 
himi" 

This  was  new  ddtglit  to  the  noble  Herculc 
few  rapid  sirKlfs  soon  brought  hiro  up  to 
vcnttrf. 

"  Sooundrd  !  give  up  thm  diaia  t"  nor  dl 
man  wait  for  a  second  summons,  for  he  flung  ■ 
chain  backwards,  where  it  adhered  in  the  ntufl 
glittered  so  bnlli^intl.v,  thai  for  the  moment  ( 
noble  iotti'i  nttcnliun  was  called  to  it  from  i 
fugitive  rufEan.  While  he  stooped  to  pick  a. 
the  man  endearotired  to  make  good  hU  < 
was  iwi  permitted  to  do  thix,  unlit  hb  pursue 
succeeded  in  giving -him  a  cut  urith  the  "  rs 
tliat  laid  open  Oie  side  of  hi*  f«ce  and  temples, , 
as  the  thief  was  running  round  the 
Storey's  Gate. 

"  There  is  n  slight  mark  of  my  reti>embraD^ 
^ou,  my  friend,  which  I  tltink  jrou  will  cai 
you  till  your  dying  day !"  swd  his  noble  cha 
"  And  now  for  tlie  poor  girl.     Lei  us  sec  he 
farts." 

So  saying,  be  retiu-ned  to  the  spot   wlic 
damsel  he  had  rescued,  like  a  kn^t  of  oldJ 
standing.     The  ruffian  be  h«d  first  puntshe 
in  the  interval  of  his  absence  so  fiar  rccoven-d  i 
be  able  to  crawl  away,  dreading  tlie  return 
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assailttDt  and  the  possible  approach  also  of  ihe 
police. 

The  fint  words  tlic  cxclnimcJ,  nftcr  expressing 
how  much  she  wiis  belioMen  to  her  stout  deliverer, 
were,  "  Tiie  chain '. — aikI  lun'e  you  be«n  able  to  re- 
cover thut?"  WIten  she  saw  it  in  his  hxnd,  sh« 
renewed  her  expressions  of  gratitude  for  hb  assist' 
ance,  and  testified  much  joy  at  its  recovery. 

"  Why,  one  woul<!  imagine,"  he  «ai<!,  as  he  re- 
stored it  her,  and  assisted  in  adjusting  it  round  her 
necli,  whence  it  had  been  torn,—"  one  would 
imagine  it  was  an  amulet  or  talisman.  I  suppose 
the  jewel  1  saw  glittering  in  the  cro»  attaclied  to 
it  must  be  some  magic  op«l  at  least !  M'hnt  is 
the  meaning  of  tliis,  my  (hir  creature?  Tdl  me 
iu  history;  which  \a  ulw,  doubtless,  your  own." 

As  she  was  atiout  to  reply,  an  interruption  loofa 
place,  in  coniiequeRce  of  the  approach  of  an  old 
man  with  some  of  the  police,  or  rather  watchmett, 
whom  it  appears  he  had  hastened  to  fetch,  in  onlcr 
CO  lend  assistance  to  tlic  efforts  he  had  first  of  all 
mode  in  repelling  llie  ruffiims.  llitt,  indeed,  he  )uid 
succcMfnIly  done,  old  us  be  was,  Ibr  some  lime,  ami 
ttiey  h:ul  withdruwti ;  but  it  should  seem  tliat  on 
his  leaving  his  fair  comrade,  to  bring  the  police  up 
to  the  spot,  they  had  walcbed  bis  movements  and 
returned  to  tlic  assault. 

"  You  are  her  father,   I   suppose?"  sold  Lord 
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Dromnlford,  (sucb  was  his  name,}  ax  the 

advanoud. 

"  I  would  willingly  supply  the  phicc 
fitrns  loving  Ute  dear  child  nnd  keeping  her 
luirm,"  h«  i-cpli«l,  as  lie  embrnccd  the  Giir, 
oT  Lord  DromedTord's  suooour. 

•'  Well,"  coniiimcd  hU  lord»liip  j  «■  h 
satisfactory  to  you  to  know  that  tliK  scoaodf 
were  robbing  her  have  decamped  ;  sud 
iliem,  I  think,  has  received  a  mark  ncross  hi* 
by  which  you  (addressing  himself  to  the 
tncn)  will  readUy  be  cnabUsd  to  detect  hii 
look  about  you." 

"  Ay,  ayT'  replied  the  foremost  of  the 
men  ;   "  ymtr  lord*hip  has  left  the  marks 
huid-wriiing  on  the  maxurdx  of  not  a  feirl 
willins  t     I  wiurrant  you,  tItey'U  find  it  hard  i 
to  nib  diem  out  again.    But  come  alon^,  oli 
lleman — youandyourdaughier — i>ut  ofthisi 
we'll  put  you  in  your  riglit  road  !"     So 
the  watchman  led  the  way  from  the  park 
tlic  Westminster  outlet,   fblluwed  by   the 
party. 

The  rcamn  of  the  girl's  anxiety  for  the  : 
of  ll»c  chain  was  explained  by  her,  in  obcdic 
[.ord  l^romcflfonl's  inquiries;  and  from  tlicii 
and  fueling  it  l^xcit<»l  even  in  the  "  nule 
such  un  Onon  as  tltc  noblv  savage,  it  may 
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poset]  to  be  of  no  comnnon  chanicier,  nor  involving 
consequences  of  any  ordinary  feature.  Wimt  these 
were,  the  subsequent  events  of  our  story  will  tes- 
lify. 

"  You,  llMn,"  lie  replied,  at  the  conclusion  of  tier 
relation,-—"  you  urn  tlie  wife  of  (hat  ill-fatod  ntnii  f 
By  that  countenance,  which  I  thought  so  lovely 
when  I  first  came  up  to  your  assistance,  I  am  irot 
surpriiwd  lo  find  in  you  the  celebrated  'flower  of 
Buttermere,'  wliusc  name  has  bocn  so  mucli  in  (be 
mouth))  of  all  persons  since  this  unhappy  affair  has 
transpired.  I'or  your  sake,  I  wish  Uatfield  all 
tacctss  in  tlie  object  of  tfib  your  expedition.  I 
am  niyGdf  to  be  at  a  party  at  the  Prince  of  Wales'*! 
and  will  not  fail  to  urge  every  ai^uinent  I  can  in 
favour  of  your  suit, — a  noble  one  for  you  (o  nwke — 
the  reprieve  of  a  husband.  IlatGeld  b  a  braTe  a* 
well  as  talented  fellow,  and  I  declare  I  wish  he 
iiiny  escape  !  As  for  you,  my  good  old  man,"  he 
continued)  "  the  kindnciis  you  have  shewn  this 
lovely  and  unhappy  creature  arc  much  lo  your 
honour,  and  if  it  is  in  my  power  lo  serve  you  in 
any  way,  I  tlitill  be  hnppy." 

"  I  ibank  you  uiucli,  my  Lord,"  replied  the  old 
mariner,  (for  it  is  needless  to  explain  tltat  it  was 
Mike  himK-lf,)  "  but  you  cantwt  serve  me  more 
than  in  Mrviog  beri  or  the  errand  wc  arc  botli 
come  on," 
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And  here  it  was expUiaetl,  Uial  after  thetri 
ill   tuwn,  the  fint  object  of  l)i«ir  inqairy 
Home  Secretary's  office,  for  Uie  purpose  f  >f  fu 
ing  tlicir  petition  and  suit  for  the  rejirievc  nl 
mcnlioiied.     Hence  it  was  that  wc  Rnd  th< 
tl>e  spot  where  they  now  are,  haring  ukcn 
ilircction  of  the  Green  Park,  and  xubsequetiity 
James's,  in  order  to  arrive   by   the  sborteM   » 
from    tlicir  qtiartcn   in   town     (siiunte    aestt_ 
former  |Nirk)al  the  officin)  residence  of  ihe  mi 

On  Mike'»  sunctneiit  of  ihis  circuntstancej 
noble  companion  at  once  proceixled  with  ih( 
tlie  Home  Secretary's  office ;  but  as  it 
the  priraie  secrdary,  to  wliom  his  lordship  . 
spoke,  gave  htm  hllie  Hopes  of  having  iIm?  petn 
looked  »t  till  the  following  day, — the  mintstcrl 
at  **  tl>e  noaie."     However,  ihe  petition 
Meiuiiiroe,  it  was  agreed  upon  by  the  whole  ' 
tliat  an  application  for  the  desired  objoct  shoti 
made  in  a  qtiarier  where  private  inlcrt-st  opr 
in  hold  ont  more  hope  of  success  than  imy 
eieinency. 

The  circnmstances  of  this  application  we  nr 
yet  at  liberty  to  unfold,  nor  die  cguorter  in  wj 
it  was  to  bo  mado ;  suffice  it  to  say,  It  wax 
made  hy  Geru-ude  Itcrsclf,  and  was  connerli: 
the  history  of  the  "  precious  chain"  which, 
been  seen,  she  prized  si>  ranch,  and  which 
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Doble  reacuer,  consequently,  was  alnwst  jiutified  iii 
ilisignating  a  "  lalunuui." 

**  I  only  hope,"  he  said  W  Gcrtnitle,  as  lie  now 
took  leave  oT  her,  "  that  tlic  interest  of  myself  and 
thai  of  llic  person,  too,  to  wlwm  yew  nre  About  to 
apply,  may  together  pruvaJt  on  hU  Koyal  lligb- 
nets." 

So  saying,  lie  directed  the  watchman  to  see 
Mike  and  his  litvely  cttargc  conducted  wifely  bock 
to  theii-  quarters,  which  w«re  situated  M  Uiv  furthest 
(tliat  ix,  (Iw  western)  eiid  of  Piccadilly,  and  at  no 
very  great  distance  from  Dcvonsliirc  Huuhc;  hence 
we  find  ihiit,  in  tlieir  lute  progress  liiruiigli  ibe 
parks,  they  did  but  follow  a  track  coniiguotu  lo 
tlteir  spot  of  abode — the  Green  Park  almost  facing 
dw  lodging  they  hnil  taken.  What  motives  could 
have  induced  tlicm  to  Rx  on  this  particular  quarter 
fur  their  brief  sojourn,  will  be  made  iiwre  ap[Mn-nt 
ill  due  time. 

The  watchmen  did  not  proceed  on  the  duty 
consigned  them  by  his  lordship,  of  re-conducting 
Mike  and  Gertrude  back  to  tlicir  abode,  witltont 
asking  "  to  drink  his  lorddtip's  hcallh,"  as  may  bv 
imagined. 

«  Ah  I  you  were  llic  fellows  I  thrashed  by  wii'*- 
tokf  the  other  night,  arc  you  not  ?" 

"  Ay,  ay,  my  Lord,  that  we  were  V  exclaimed 
bodi  the  men  at  once ;  "  I  can  slicw  tlie  bruises  still  V 
■  3 
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"  Ah,  I  dare  say  1  Well ;  nerer  tntad  tl 
tlie  noble   "  punblier-general,"  whose 
failing"  it  was  somednKS  lo  lay  ubout  him  « 
Uodgeon  indiscriniinattly  ou  botli    the 
Bod  the  guilty,  and  then  heal  tlie  wout 
fbnncr  by  a  doueeKr.    "  Very  well,  if 
case,  you  may  divide  this  between  you," 
linuc-d,  giving  the  men  a  guinea,  and  re^ 
iojunciion  to  tliem  not  lo  delay  in 
nuirioer  oiid  Gertrude  borne. 

Tliiiltcr  tlicy  accordingly  procc«<l«I,  af 
expn»scd  many  acknowledgatcnts   tu   tin 
osntitant;  though  Gertrude's  tears  spoke  > 
tlian  all  the  expressions  of  gralitade  of 
good  old  mariner  disburdennl  hb  hearu 

Leaving  them,  then,  to  proceed  ott   thci^ 
errand,  hia  lordship  betook  him  home  tijm 
his  toilette.     Meantime,  we  will  invite  the 
at  once   to  accompany   us   to   the    tlwa    s 
royalty  in  its  brightest  lustre,  lite  at; 
Prince  of  Wales  at  Cnrlion  House. 
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"INra*  at  the  RapA  (etm — 

die  liero  •>■« 

On  hii  imptrial  llinme, 

111)  nlbnt  iM«n  woM  placed  arauad, 

Tlieir  brawl  vrith  nwtt  utd  widi  Mrnk  bound.*' 


What  a  singular  taste  bad  the  founh  Gcvrgc, 
M  to  what  constituted  magnificcftov ' 

Fond  of  show,  foitd  of  cottlinuKt  wen  to  the 
most  extravagant  extent,  Tond  ol'  the  iiKluJgcnct;  of 
even  castcru  luxury ;  yet  this  roagnilicent  prince, 
(for  so  he  was)  delighted  in  low-roofed  roonu,  tm 
ihc  scene  or  hbentei'lainmcuis  and  residence.  Tht» 
circumstance  U  known  to  every  one  who  rctDem- 
Iters  Carlton  Ilouse  in  times  past,  or  at  a  later 
perioil  has  cxaniincd  Buckingham  Palace,  which 
WHS  prviiurcd  eii{>)x:iuli>'  lu  meet  lib  laate*. 

In  tliat  costly  yet  low-roofed  banqueting  room 
theii,    called    the    "  goldcn-rooui, "   at    CnrUon 
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UouKe,  tlie  burst  of  revel  awoke;  mid  Ut< 
ft  Slieridan ;  the  ow)  conceit  and  selfn 
(mud)  more  ttian  the  dry  humour)  of  a. 
ilie  vivid  bunts  of  clotjiicnt  hilarity  froii 
of  a  Fox;   tltu  eccentric   remarks   of  a 
(afterwards   LAril  Colerain«;)  the  ootUt 
flowiitg  anecdote  and  briltiiuicy  of  classic 
tion  of  a  Hare ;  the  phhj-  "  knowing"  rer 
Bullock,  of  Jock^-Club  notoriety ;   the 
awaking  drollery  of  a  Jekyll,^-«]|  oontribii 
pour  along  ilie  tide  of  ^oriality  and  convi^ 
sure. 

A  great  deal  of  that  chit-chat  went  on , 
Itts  Uoyal  nighne^s  more  particularly  delis 
in  whicli  Hanger,  in  bis  eccentric  way, 
party  hiugl)  atu  iclatt.      More  especially 
Hintitcd  with  his  well-known  story  of  cite 
luid  tlie  liononr  to  give  to  the  Prince,  at 
viltet\  his  credit  being  exhausted,  nnd 
gue»t   unexpected   loo,  be   "borroweif 
solc«  in  one  qunrtcr,  and  a  leg  of  mutton' 
oilier;   while  Ham  exclaimed,  "dap<s  irun 
Afler  tliis  chnrncicri»tic  narration,  and  n  deC 
by  Sheridan  of  "free  and  indqicndeni" 
M'hich   he  declared  meant  '*  free  to  pocl 
[)eop1c*s  n>oncy,  and  to  be  independent 
promises" — nfler  much  Hiil-chat  of  this 
conversation  happened  to  lum  on  thu  sinj 
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cumsiances  relative  to  IlaUteld,  concerning  which 
public  interest  was  much  excited  »l  the  moment, 
in  oonscqncncc  of  the  number  of  pereom  of  da- 
linctkm  with  wham  he  Itiul  been  acquainted.  In 
fha,  there  was  not  a  person  present  utio  had  not 
met  him  in  society,  while  passing  under  the  niune 
of  Cappci^ill  as  Lord  Dnlderton's  private  secre- 
tary. 

<'  An  ingenious  knuvc,"  said  Hure ;  *'  and  under 
belter  iiuvpices  would  have  shone  in  tlie  council 
cliumber,  and  exhibited  a  perfect  model  for  our 
diplomnttsts,  in  the  grand  point  of  accompliiihed 
rascality  t" 

**  Nay ;  don't  ubc  so  plain  a  term,"  said  Ilangcr ; 
"  the  offence  here  is  not  in  ilie  tiling,  but  ilic 
word '.  See  ttie  ])Ower  of  tangu^e.  Like  a 
prismatic  ^ass,  shifteil  difTereni  ways,  it  exbitnts  a 
different  colour.  Only  substitute  the  word  •  in- 
genuity '  for  that  of  *  ntscalitVi'  nml  lite  term 
'  diplomatist'  for  that  of  '  (c\w\'  ov  '  foi^;er,'  and 
you  exhibit  a  marvellously  clever  and  meritorious 
fellow  ingieod  of  nn  expert  rogue  !" 

"  '  LaDgunge'  like  *  conscience,'  "  obwrved 
Sheridan,  '•  is  too  of^n  but  the  covering  that 
not  only  conceals  deformity,  but  posMS  it  off  for 
a  gnice." 

"  I  declare  [  don't  know,"  said  the  worm-heartctl 
Fox,  "  whether  to  be  more  interested  as  a  politi- 
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cUui  (a  '  political  rogue,'  if  jou  please)  at 
dress  of  Hatfield,  or  feel  as  a  mitn  for  the  \ 
of  tl)e  charming  cr«atarc  whom  her  ill-fortn 
made  Im  wife.  The  accouDt  the  pa|>crsj 
olhvr  tbiy  of  her  flight  with  him  to  ihe 
bitetl  her  devotion  for  htm  in  a  very  ml 
light." 

"  'file  story  certaioly  has  an  imercxt,' 
ibe  Prince,  "  that  I  seldom  remember 
and  exhibits  the  romance,  whether  tender  i 
pricing,  of  *  real   lite,'  u  nothing  inferior ' 
creations   of  fiction.     The   poor  girl   was  i 
wortliy  of  a  better  and  more  auspicious  allil 
should  like  much  to  see  ber." 

"  'ITial  will  not  be  difficult  for  your  Koy 
ness,"  said  here  a  person,  who  havinff  d< 
bear-skin  waistcoat,  (baggy  mirtout  unci 
and    liob-nailcd  sliocs,  nppesrcd  now    (nr 
phase  of  a  civilixcd  cosiiimc)  sometlting  mc 
the  rest  of  mankiiMl  in  a  luiituuiizcd  society, 
hare  myself  been  in>inmiifitial,"  be  added, 
course  of  this  evening,  in  coming  up  not  ii 
tUDcly,  OS  it  appeared,  to  her  assisianoe." 

"  Romance   on    rooiance  I"    taid   ifae 
smiling,  and  with  a  look  of  no  feigneil 
"  Pray  do  us  the  favour,  my  hjid,  of  relal 
circunistances  of  this  new  chapter  in  the 
'  tbo  Beauty  of  Builennere,'  of  which  tbej 
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speakR  »o  mudi  at  present — this  modem  Heloue  of 
uur  British  Meilleriei  or  Clnreiii  V 

Accordingly,  Lord  Uromedronl  reUtetl  tite  events 
of  the  earlier  part  of  the  evening,  with  which  the 
render  is  already  acquainted.  "  And  may  I  I>e 
permiucd  to  odd,"  be  continued,  "  my  humble  and 
earnest  prayer  in  supfwrt  of  the  poor  girl's  pctilioa 
for  a  reprieve  for  her  husbraid  ?" 

Tbere  was  a  pause  for  tlic  moment,  not  less  ex- 
acted hy  the  claim  now  nutde  on  tJic  feelings  of  tlie 
parly,  than  by  dw  tiirpn'w  lU  witnessing  the  (icrcc 
and  pugnacious  person  wlio  Itnd  advanced  it,  the 
advocate  for  the  exercise  of  the  softer  attributes  of 
mercy  and  humanity.  The  Prince's  feelings  were 
with  the  noble  petitioner,  and,  it  lit  needless  lo  say, 
witli  "  the  Beauty,"  whose  conduct  had  excited  bo 
much  an<l  deserved  interest. 

'*  Well)"  be  said,  after  a  pause :  "  I  can  safely 
say  that  if  the  minister  will  acquiesce,  the  petition 
is  gained.  But  I  fear,  not  all  the  interest  that  h.iB 
manile-ited  itself  tn  the  public  in  behalf  of  the 
young  and  lovely  wife, — to  say  nothing  of  that 
which  exists  for  dtc  clever  delinquent,  her  husband, 
— will  avail  in  moving  llie  niarinorean  kiuithom- 
ncss,  ttic  iron  inflexibility,  of  PiiL" 

•'  I  gave  the  poor  girl  to  understand,  your  Royal 
Highness,  that  there  would  be  no  small  diiScully 
in  promoting  her  suit  in  that  quarter;  and  co»si>- 
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qoentlj  recommended  her  to  address 
perhops  tlie  most  Interesting  odrocate 
have  with  your  gracious  self,  in  cose  m) 
suit  !ihou)il  fail." 

*'  Ami  who  was  tliat,  pray  ?" 

"The  lovely  Duclw«  of  Devonshire;* 
incl«r<l  was  the  quurter  to  which  Gcrtrodi 
solvcxl  on  mlilreitting  herself. 

"  Ay  ;  want  oiid  woe,  and  helplc 
lected  merit,  seldom  fail  to  find  a  (rieiHl  ! 
A  powerful  ndvocitic,  indcvd,  is  the  be 
Georginnu  f  1  six  nut  l>ow  1  am  to  resist, 
quencc  of  her  Grace's  eyes,  should  she  I 
plead  for  clemency,  even  bctbre  her  tot 
confirmed  tht-ir  appeal.  Well ;  Pitt 
persuatk-d  to  give  wuy  fur  once." 

So  spoke  the  Prince:  tlic  words  beinj 
witli  his  tisual  <lignitT  and  grace  of  ms 
(hat  true  princely  cluuticier,  which  was  : 
cendniit,  even,  in  the  most  Quniliar 
of  bis  courtesy. 

Scarcely  liad  they  escaped  the  lips 
speaker  before  tltc  doors  flew  open  nod  lU 
DucIkss  herself  hurried  iato  the  room, 
anxious  flush  on  her  cheek,  lliat  spoke  bowl 
her  heart  now  beat  (as,  imiced,  it  did  cve^ 
cause  of  huuiatii^. 

**  Pardon,  your  Royal  Highness,  this 
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nious  and  ill^bcsccmiiig  intrusion ;  but  the  car  ofa 
prince,  us  generous  ami  beiiigii  iw  he  isjum,  will, 
I  know,  erer  willingly  l«nd  itself  to  the  plea  of 
cleit>cncyl  If,  then,  it  is  for  life  I  am  come  to 
pray  your  gracious  protection,  you  will  forgive  my 
intnisMin,  and  permit  mc  to  hope  that  the  petition 
I  present  you  may  not  fail  in  exciting  your  com- 
pninioT),  and  inducing  yon  to  accede  to  its[>raycr." 

"  'Ilie  petition,"  said  the  Prince,  with  a  hcntgn 
Kmilc,  ws  tic  rose  nnd  gracefully  extended  his  hand 
to  xite  lovely  Ductless,  "  has  already  been  made 
known  to  me — is  alrciidy  granted." 

'*  Cinintcd  ! — llicn  Heaven  itself  is  the  advocntc 
widi  your  Royal  Rigbnesb's  Iwsom,  Mid  not  Uie 
humble  mortal  who  is  t>efore  youT' 

"  I  liave  a  double  gralificalion  in  performing  an 
act  of  clemency,  as  a  man  no  leas  than  a  prince. 
To  know  that  an  application  for  it  is  promoted  by 
your  Grace,  is  to  know  abo  that  its  concession  is  a 
wortliy  one." 

"  My  tlinnks  and  tlw«e  of  the  poor  girl  be  re- 
turned you  from  th«  fuliien  of  Iter  ItcMri  and 
mine  !"  and  she  turned  her  head  aside,  lo  liide  ihti 
tear  titat  forced  its  way.  A  univeml  plaudit  rose 
tlirough  the  drcle,  as  all  iu  members  now  joined  in 
drinking  a  healtlt,  after  tlie  convivial  fashion  of  ttw 
lime,  to  tlic  warm-lwartcd  and  lovely  Duchets,  tlie 
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royal  host  being  the  fii-st,  not  only  to  pledj 

propose  it. 

The  anxiety  that  had  led  this  exemplar 

exalted  female  to  the  scene  where  she  had  j 
so  interesting  a  part,  was  scarcely  exceeded  I 
which  she  now  experienced  in  conveying  the  , 
intelligence  of  the  success  of  her  suit  to  Gert 
The  circumstances  of  the  application  mode 
Duchess  will  be  explained  forthwidi  in  our  ei 
chapter;  meantime,  while  the  plaudit  wt 
swelling  forth  that  hailed  her  warmth  of  Ilea; 
generosity  of  disposition,  she  was  fast  hasi 
down  the  marble  steps,  to  regain  her  carriage 
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'■  Quelle  ftnnne  Juwi*  bmocw  oomnc  «oai  U  intdnsM  H 
b  tertu,  e(  lemperaot  t'nH  pat  I'aam  l«a  raodit  Wuw  deux 


Akd  DOW  lo  join  Mike  niid  Ocrinule,  in  order 
to  trace  lliv  progrciut  of  thai  «veatAil  erraiid  on 
wliicli  we  !«ri  Uiem. 

Oil  reaching  the  ODter  gate  of  the  coart 
affording  an  entrance  to  DevonsJiire  House,  an 
old  man  was  engaged  in  warm  parley  with  the 
porter,  who,  it  should  seem,  liad  denied  him  admis- 
sion, saying  that  her  Grace  could  not  be  seen.  On 
his  alleging  that  it  was  on  a  matter  wliere  life  ilself 
wiu  at  sinkc  that  Ite  requested  admittance,  he 
glUR«<l  little  furtlicr  concession  from  the  Cerberus 
at  tite  gale,  whose  one  surly  reply  was — 

"  My  orders  are  to  let  no  one  pass,  Vou  cnn 
leave  what  you  have  to  say  in  the  sitnpc  of  a  letter, 
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and  it  will  oomc  to  her  Grace'd  hatul^  I . 
when  she  returns  frma  the  ball." 

"  I  would  only  trespass  on  her  cim« 
mcnt.      If  site  were  to  know  that  tlie 
come  upon  a  lu  svriuus  bs  I  have  inibnn< 
am  sure  &lic  would  hlaine  yuu  (kind 
fthc  ii.)  for  iiot  giving  me  ailmittancv." 

Il  was  old  Mike  who  spoke,  an  addilioni 
of  interest  being  thrown  orar  his  wild  imd  e 
sire  countenance  by  ihc  GBgemcss  wiiJi  iM 
combnm!  liie  xurly  porter.  It  was  a  stuaj 
painter  to  mark  the  wun  yet  animiUcd 
cluirac (eristic  guise  of  the  old  mariner,  asj 
iippcurcd  in  strong  relief,  beneath  the  id 
huge  lamp  that  hung  over  lti«  porter's  Ic 
wliere  he  stood. 

"  Hold  yo«r  pence,  old  man  !     'Hicre 
Grace's  carriage  now  at  the  door,  and 
passing  immediately,"  growled  the  portcrj 
old  Mike  aside  with  his  arm,  which  was 
similar  in  siurdiness  to  one  of  the  iron-bai 
gate  which  he  drew  hack,  as  he  proceeded 
its  huge  folds  open.  To  U>e  porter's  rarpr«, 
ever,  the  carriage  did  not  come  forward  fro 
portico,  but  was  driven  aside  from  die  d 
her  Grace's  intention  of  going  oot  was 
for  a  short  tJmc ;  but,  how  this  night  be 
M  once  proceed  to  inquire. 
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The  Duchc»,  tiieii,  had  lieeii  in  the  act  of  past- 
ing to  lt«r  cnrrioge  from  the  §tep5  of  Devonshire 
HouM^  in  order  to  go  to  a  ball,  when  a  female  ran 
up  to  her,  and  placing  a  paper  in  her  hand,  en- 
treated her  Grace  to  glance  over  its  contents. 

**  And  if,"  added  the  female,  in  a  tone  of  yei 
more  anxions  supplication, — "if  it  should  fait  to  en- 
gage yo\ir  kind  attention,  or  plead  sufBciend^ 
i>lrongl,v  to  your  interest,  let  tlits  *  chain'  spealc 
for  the  uitforlunaiv  Gvrtrti<le  of  Buttermcre,  that 
she  is,  at  Icngtlt,  coni{>ellcd  to  shew  it  to  your 
Grace,  to  recall  the  generous  proinii«  you  niade 
on  giving  it  her,  of  exerting  your  interest  in  her 
behalf  should  she  ever  l)c  constrained  to  seek  it." 

The  quick  glance  of  iltc  Dudicss  rested  by  turns 
on  the  paper,  the  chain  mhtcli  Gertrude  held  for- 
ward, and  the  suppliant  hcrst^f.  She  at  once  re* 
cogriiwjd  the  chain  (which  »Jie  had  formerly  worn) 
and  rcciilled  the  circumstance  and  occasion  of  bcr 
having  given  it  to  the  lovely  mountain  •maiden  OD 
die  day  of  ihe  Derwentwater  regatta.  In  an  in- 
stant, tlie  ball,  the  promise  she  had  made  lo  be 
present  at  it,  the  glitter,  the  pomp  of  that  world  of 
luxury  and  spleu<Iour,  where  she  herself  wu 
awaited  as  its  chief  attraction  and  ontament,  were 
all  forgotten  in  the  call  of  humanity. 

Accordingly,  utter  tome  kind  words  of  rccogtu- 
tioa  to  Gertrude,  and  regret  for  tlie  situation  in 
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vfhich  she  was  placal,  aiw  hsstenvd  oai 
riage  aiid  returned  to  titc  drawitig-room, 
to  read  llie  coQIenls  ofthv  petition. 

Gertrude  was  desired  to  t'ollow   Itcr 
and  ibc  Duchess  having  ajikcd  her  if  ithaj 
to  Devonshire  House  ali  xlonc,  she  wa 
of  the  circumstance  of  tlie  old  mariner's] 
at  the  gate. 

Orders  were  instantly  given  that  Mi 
be  permittetl  tn  pass.     In  fact,  tlie   Di 
mciubert-d  the  M:ene  on  tlic  lake  in  wli 
had  been  so  prominent  on  odor.     The 
stopped  his  progreM  at  the  gate  in  cons 
the  singulariiy  of  his  appearance,  wundr 
such  a  ".ttnmgc  oullnndifh-tookiug  beit 
possibly  want  up  «l  the  bouse,  and  umt 
the  assurances  lie  gave  of  t)i«  onpuriai 
commission. 

As  for  Gertrude,  w)m  had  finst  of  all 
to  the  gate,  Ik  at  onee  luhniiiwl  her,  on  i 
standing  she  had  business  at  llie  house,  wit 
furt)H>r  question. 

Tlie  l>uchess  having  now   read   tbe 
said  to  Gertrude,  "  Yoo  di<l  rightly;     I 
you  applied  to  me;"  and  her  cheek 
with  that  warmth  of  sincerity   which 
bdialf  of  tite  pctitioiier,  nor  lees  with  the  ( 
ncsB  of  liiat  benevolent  purpo&e  which  p| 
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her  to  u»e  iter  utmost  cfTonx  in  prontotlng  its  suc- 
cess. "I  am  hftppy,"  die  repented,  *'Omt  you 
aildres»e(]  ytmrncif  to  me.  To  Iwvc  spplicd  to  any 
member  of"  ii»e  minitiry  would  liave  been  in  rain — 
word&  wasted — lin>e  tlirown  away.  I  will  speak 
to  the  Prince  myself, — this  instant  I  will  teek  out 
his  presence.  Live,  my  dear  girl,  in  b(>]ie,  iitid 
in  Uk  asMirnncc  ilint  no  efiurt  of  mine  shall  be  left 
untried  to  asmt  you." 

Anotlier  moment,  and  tlic  Duchess  was  in  her 
carriage,  desiring  to  l>c  drivvu  as  fast  as  possible  to 
Carlton  House.  With  what  ouccess  she  made  her 
nppliciition  hnx  been  already  witttesfied. 

"  Heaven  is  propitious  to  ut  T  she  exclaimed, 
OS  she  met  Ciertruile,  on  her  return  to  the  draw- 
ing-room ;  "your  suit  is  gained;  and  now  you 
shall  be  spared  the  anxiety  }vu  must  neceaarily 
feel  until  you  arc  on  your  way  to  bear  the  warrant 
of  pardon.  This  moment  a  carriage  shall  convey 
you,  with  an  out-rider  to  expedite  j-our  way  in  the 
stoppages  for  cltanging  horses;  and  your  aged 
frictKl  sltoll  accompany  you — tliis  moment !  By 
the  time  (and  she  here  rang  the  bell  and  gave  the 
requlute  onlers)  tlic  carriage  ts  here,  the  gracioiis 
Prince  who  Itaa  granted  my  request  will  have 
commanded  the  doconient  of  n-pricvc  to  reach  my 
hands." 
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The  excess  of  joy  iJi«  ih'is  inteUigenc«| 
in  poor  GertnJile*:s  ruiitd,  so  far  overwfn 
(hat  silt;  was  for  some  liiUe  tlmo  inBcuhibleJ 
90,  AH  front  a  different  uii)  metre  bitter 
have  wiUM»s«l  lier  before.  No  attention  i 
fcUow-creaiiire  con  shew  nnoibcr  wits  renti 
the  piU-l  of  the  best  of  her  .sex,  tnwanls  Iiei- 1 
sister, — wliom  she  felt  to  be  a  sitter  by  tltot  a 
bond  of  suffering  which  links  Uic  bi|fl 
lowest  (ogi'lhcr  in  llic  wide  league  of  mora 
Ilad  wurds  been  w-uiitingun  tlicpart  offl 
to  testify  )>cr  gratiladc,  yet  (he  cficct  her  f^ 
kindness  had  produced  on  tier,  amply  tcstifi 
deeply  it  had  been  recognised.  Acknovrl* 
however,  were  not  wanting  on  Gerirudi 
to  herself,  nor  on  iJ>c  part  of  Mike 
to  her  recovery.  But  t!ic  Duchess  decl* 
more  than  sufficiently  repaid,  in  tJie 
site  experienced,  in  having  been  ahW  to  s 
io  her  application  ;  and  she  now  ur^cd  | 
atant  departure  of  Gertrude,  as  tlie  canH 
announced  nx  rcwdy.  ^ 

Tliis  recommendation  wu  «p«edily  obevj 
the  fateful  paper,  which  luul  just  nrrivM 
now  pressed  to  her  Iieart,  Gertrude,  nceom 
by  Mike  and  tl»e  courier,  or  ouiriilcr,  in: 
proceeded  on  lier  eventiiil  journey  back 
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north.  The  Prince's  wUh  to  have  Keen  the  Beauty 
of  Buttcrmcre,  and  which  he  exprened  to  Lord 
Droinedfonl,  was  hence  not  gratified. 

As  the  Duchess  mw  licr  depart  tlic  exclaimed. 
"  Speed, nowt — speed  on  your  way  I — the  next  time 
I  meet  Gertrude  of  Buttcrmcre,  when  this  crisis  of 
bitterness  is  past,  I  hope  to  Iwim  from  her  that 
she  is  rewarded  with  nil  the  liappiiicss  she  so  much 
deserves." 

The  next  time ! — who  can  tell  what  storm  of 
fato  sliall  have  falteii  on  that  lovely  brow  when 
ntxt  ilic  Duchess  miglu  see  it/— when  ntxl  she 
might  po«ibly  meet  Gertrude?  Already,  its  ex- 
prestion  was  so  mudi  depressed  by  grief,  and  the 
constant  harassment  of  spirit,  that  she  had  viewed 
with  surprise  the  trails  that,  so  late,  were  as  clwer- 
ful  as  they  were  lovdy. 

Thought  had  stiunped  its  wasting  impress  on 
them;  and  apprehension  looked  fearfully  and 
wildly  forth  from  those  eyes,  whose  vivacity  had 
lately  won  ttieir  ray  from  the  liglit  of  happiness 
and  love! 

The  soft  bloom  had  become  yet  more  languid 
on  ibe  cheek ;  the  lender  hues  of  that  saddened 
charm,  if  Uicy  touched  the  heart,  and  persuaded  it 
to  love  no  leas  than  hcretofbrv,  asked,  loo,  !u  regrets 
for  the  happy  lottre  iliat  luid  crvwhile  Ulumiaod 
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features  that  shone  to  awaken  feelings  of 
lesB  than  admiration. 

The  languid  streak  of  the  autumnal  dv 
playing  over  those  fair  waters  that  washed  h 
native  vill^e  banks,  was  not  sadder  thi 
chilled  smile,  the  dimmed  delight  of  those  i 
of  hers,  where  all  was  drooping,  and  yet  wh 
was  still — how  beautiful  ! 
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"  One,  two !  (lit  UU  Urika.) 
Th«  hoM  ciawli  Oil  I — Once  gone, 
Vou  cannoi  now  recul  yew  bilier'i  pace. 
Your  own  ntinguiibed  fcati  ofyMlh  and  hope, 
Nor  jour  dead  mothar  !• 


The  fateful  cri^  had  now  nrrivod,  in  looking 
for  which  the  wliolc  shiroi  of  Cumbcrlnnd  and 
Wesunoroland  had  b«cn  standing  on  ttpbw. 

All  Carlisle,  die  Mciie  wlicre  we  now  inritc  the 
reader,  was  in  ii  butt,  dtscumng  the  siogulAr  history 
of  Uatlicld — die  [>eTiod  heing  that  of  the  «tiiiit«». 

*' To  diiiik,"  said  one,  "tliat  after  so  many 
more  serious  charges,  he  should  at  lcngi}i  be  under 
aentenoe  (or  the  apporentfy  trivial  ofTencc  of  cxiun- 
lerfeiting  the  direction  of  a  mere  letter." 

**  Oh !  it   is  often  the  case,"  replied  nnolhvr, 
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"  ihat   men,  being  emboldened    by    imj 
greater  delinqucnctes,  arc  so  far   ttirown 
guarxl  that  tbc^  ore  at  last  entrapped    ti 
ruin,  (hrmigb  some  minor  hazard  to  wf 
hat)   expoaed   themselves,   by   the   too 
Mciiritv  they  had  acquirei)  and  fciL" 

"  TVue ;  but  inattention  <)oe8  not  appear  j 
been   Hatfield's  error;    though  brave  and\ 
prbnng,  yet  he  was  on  hb  guard  at   the 
■  deTraudcd  the   Font  Office,*  (as  the    chai^ 
which  he  has  been  condemned  a  termed.) 
nt»  the  plaits  be  had  previously  laid  for 
cape  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Krawicli 
he  put  the  fatal  letter  in,  franked  with 
Ken  more'*  name." 

8uch  indeed  wa*  the  offence  (the  detc 
which  ihe  reader  remembers)  for  which 
doomed  to  sutler;  for  though  justice  luuJ  nn 
a  dreadful  arrav  of  delinquencies  against  hii 
the  present  offence    having   been   cugnia 
Cumberland  in  particular,  «  committed 
county,  was  made  [lie  subject  of  armignmenl 
Carlisle  anises.    It  was  supported  by  ilic  eri 
of  Cdonel  Rerunore  as  to  the  handwriting, 
the  eridertoe  also  of  Quandish.     Though 
comparatively  slight,  ua  placed  by  the  side 
greater  teats  of  counterfeit  or  forgery  whf 
been  committed  bjr  the  same  hatHl,  yet 
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teredtliifi  to  justice  or  law,  since  tbey  had  sufficient 
crimiiiaiioii  on  whicl)  to  tUinaiKl  the  sacrifice  of  his 
life,  as  an  utoncaiciit  general  fur  his  whole  career 
of  hitherto  successful  fraud.  But  to  direct  our- 
wlve»  ngsiii  to  lUtcn  to  lite  conversation  of  the 
gooci  foikit  of  Ciirlble,  as  regurdii  the  subject  of 
ibeir  universal  interest,  for  a  moment  longer. 

"  To  be  sure,  it  is  a  sad  pity  that  a  man  who 
coald  bring  such  a  '  morl'  o'  witnesses  to  speak  in 
bdiair  of  his  superior  oondtict  and  behaviour  in 
Bodeiy,  and  the  many  acts  of  dmrity  and  benevo- 
lence he  has  been  knovn  to  do^I  say  it  is  a  sad 
pity  thut  such  a  man  should  be  in  the  unfortunate 
situation  he  is !" 

"  Indeed  it  h  !  And  to  make  the  matter  a  sub- 
ject of  yet  greater  regret,  he  is  about  to  suffer 
chiefly  on  the  testimony  of  a  witness  who  has 
benefited  more  than  any  other  object  of  his  bcnc- 
TOlcncc !" 

"  VN'hat .'  that  villain  Quandbb  ?  By  heavens  \  I 
should  like  to  see  that  dog  hanged  on  a  gallowa  as 
high  as  Mordecai's  I  His  name  is  not  Quandish, 
after  all,  it  appears,  but  Simtuonds." 

"Ay;  liow  the  history  of  that  scoundrel  all 
came  out  during  tlte  trial,  and  Uie  seardimg  cross* 
examination  with  which  lie  was  ransacked  by  ilio 
young  barrister  who  was  counsel  for  llatficid !  I 
never  heard  of  a  greater  scoundrel  than  that  Sim- 
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niontW  ill  my  life.     And  h«  u  the  man 
pacMd  for  such  a  saint  with  the  Butt 
Keswick  people  I" 

**  lijs  bUck  character  was  n-ell  exposed^ 
hisown  forced  avowal  loo, under  the  sevcrei 
of  that  young  barrister.     1  never  heard  , 
more  oomplctc." 

*'  iVs  much  to  th«  honour  of  the  young 
as  to  tho  shame  and  exposure  of  the  vile  "1 
evidence ;"  for  he  was  nothing  better,- — thfl 
moiuU.  His  acrimony  in  pursuing  HmliclJ^ 
has  tlonc  so  many  months  past,  in  spite  of  a] 
benevolence  he  hod  previously  experienced 
himi  was,  after  all,  merely  to  sare  himi 
Dublin  fovgery  a&ir,  for  which  so  lar^  a  I 
wn»  offered." 

"Nothing  else  in  the  world  I    But  lei 
spy   take  heed;  he  may  hinuelf  bo  srraiji 
that  charge  if  he  does  not  take  care,  unle 
stroying  Hatfield  he  has  destroyed  the  test 
too,  tiiiit  would  condemn  him.     Al  present, 
field  is  much  *  more  sinned  against  tlian  sii 
as  reganU,  1  mean,  tlie  circumstance  of  ] 
about  to  suffer  in  oonsoquence  of  his 
this  serpent,   who  has  stnng  away  his   life, 
baring  l>ecn  dicrished  by  him  I" 

So  discoursed  the  "  good  folks"  of  Carl 
such  were  the  feelings  witli  wliich  tlie; 
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the  subject  of  their  chief  and  most  ptunfal  intermt, 
und  the  ba»e  witiios  brouglii  to  condemn  him. 

The  reference  ra^le  to  the  benevolence  of  Hat- 
field towartbi  Quau<)ish  will  be  undentUxxl  by 
the  reader,  to  whom  the  circumstances  of  it  have 
already  been  explained  on  tlte  ooatsion  of  Hat- 
field's first  interview  with  bia  pursuer,  the  pseudo- 
preacher,  near  the  Dissenting  Chapel,  iit  Buuer- 
mere. 

The  young  counsel  who  had  so  much  caJled 
ibrth  the  admiration  of  the  people,  by  bis  adroit 
conduct  of  tlie  defefice  of  Hatfield,  was  at  once  d«> 
cbirtKi  dentincti  to  rise  to  the  highest  honours  iu 
hts  profeMion.  When  we  say  tliat  this  prediction 
has  been  long  ^o  proved  tnie,  we  need  scarcely 
particularize  him  by  name.  We  may  possibly  yet 
introduce  tlie  reader  to  him  for  a  short  period  tire 
we  leave  Carlisle.  Amongst  other  diai^|;es  litai 
extsted.  though  not  brought  forward  against  Hat- 
field, — since  one  was  sufficient  for  tlie  puq>o>e  of 
making  him  a  sacrifice, — was  that  of  the  deiitli  of 
the  two  ofGoers  wlto  had  disappeared  in  their  pur- 
suit of  him  along  tlte  crog. 

The  secret  of  their  Gite  the  reader  alone  knows 
with  tbc  exception  of  Mike  and  Oertrude;  but 
justice  would  have  been  unable  to  demand  ven> 
geanoc  (or  it,  for  lack  of  all  evidence  on  the  sulv 
ject.     In  fiict,  when  we  consider  the  enormity  of 
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Uie  punislim«nt  to  wbich  Hatfielti  was 
for  so  oonipBnUively  trivial  an  ollencc, 
Bccm  thai  jiutice  was  «ager  to  iasten 
wherever  she  couU),  in  order  to  rocomi 
fur  tlie  consljuii  mockery  witli  wliich  she 
in  having  vicums  wrested  boai  ber  throu^  i 
of  Law  or  defidency  of  evidence. 

And,  now,  to  leave  ttie  busy   talking 
ihe  confused  crowd  without,  to  enter  the 
of  those  mdancholy  walls,  where,    with 
heart,  and  rt^ct  minted  indeed  wiih  re; 
wc  seek  the  chief  actor  in  ilie  gloomy 
which  Carlisle  was  now  the  scene. 

The  coolness    and    self-poMf.iiion     wt 
characteriied  JIaiReld's   manner  throuj 
acquaintance   with   him,   still    distioj^is 
under  the  fearful    circomstances  of  bis 
situation,     ^{sny  who   had  met  him    in 
manr  who  knew  the  conrersationsl  oiid 
tractions  he  possessed,  could  not,  from  fi'vlioi 
mingled  curiosity  and  painful  interest,  refrain 
vtsiiinf^  liim,  in  (he  dreary  abode  where  the 
houfH  of  his  ill-fated  cartldy  pilgrimage  were  I 
ing  to  their  close. 

Gc^efield,  ever  feeling  and  charitable, 
meet  him  without  a  tear,  expresive  of  ibe  N 
that  arose  on  li>e  reflection  that  one  xn  calc 
to  adorn  the  walks  of  life,  and  render  those 
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h!m  hnppy  by  hi*  cheerfulness  nnd  amiability  of 
milliner,  »1m>uIi1  »und  tlius  brniided  under  tlie 
strong  hiu>d  of  so  bitter  a  destiny.  It  appeared  s 
wonder,  and  a  contradiction,  the  most  melancholy 
uf  ail  which  life  and  its  distresKS  so  widely  exhibit, 
that  one  apparently  pcMsesscd  of  so  many  social 
virtues  should  be  thus  stigmatized  with  the  igno- 
minious sentence  due  to  tl>c  blackest  guilt— lii<! 
doom  of  death  t 

Hatfield  was  Keiisible  of  tlie  kindneu  of  the  be- 
nign baxii  and  philooofiher  towards  him,  and 
pnatsted  in  return  the  hand  that  t\U\  not  disdain  to 
clasp  tliat  of  a  criminal  even  such  as  himself,  if  by 
this  testimony  of  kintlncs  any  consolation  could  be 
afibrdcd  tl«  suflcrer. 

"Why,  really,"  said  Hatfield,  calmly  smiling, 
"  the  terrors  with  which  men  invest  death  through 
the  artificial  aMOCtatiuna  of  custom,  no  leu  need- 
lessly indeed  than  coiuidernbly,  atij^ment  our 
ahrm.  The  solemn  bell  dial  shall  knoll  forth  my 
passage  to  siilTer  the  last  penally — what  ia  it,  but  a 
mere  sound,  after  al),  if  rightly  considered ;  and 
which  wake*  idly  on  the  car,  were  it  not  for  the 
nrtificial  associations  cotmecied  with  ii  ?  Half  tiie 
terrors  a  death  such  as  mine  jiossesses  do  but  exist 
in  the  solemn  forms  in  which  Costom  arrays  it. 
'Itie  ]>oinp  of  gloomy  ceremonial  is  bui  vain  and 
harmless  to  a  philosophic  mind,  or  a  mind  that 
l3 
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can  nltstract  itself  from  the  usanc 
ani(icinl  life,  and  ricw  things  more  esscntk 
regards  thdr  real  nature.     Deatli  itself 
whose  terror  exists  more  in  the  ideti* 
attaches  to  it  than  in  iiselfl     'I'hu 
exist'  (which  it  is)  is  as  natural  as  the 
existence ;'   and  therefore  ought    not   to 
sensations  more  formidable  I     For   why 
do  so  ? — since  «'c  must  die, — since  decay ,5 
tion,  death  {n»  it  ix  termed),  are  inevitable. 
thing  iu^lf  then  being  nnworthily  nn 
dreail,  much  less  so  should  the  nrtiBcinl  tcr 
solemn  trappings  in  which  Convention 
it,  disquiet  or  alarm  us." 

"  Socrates  himself,"    replied    Golefidd," 
with  tile  philosophic  calm  of  the  conclcninnl 
"could  not  luive  delivered   himself  with 
tbrtitude  or  elevation  of  thought  when  ut 
denin»tion.     Indeed,  it  is  very  true  that 
for  ourselves  many  of  the  sources  of  our 
regards  the  subject  of  death.     That  witic 
and  .subdues    a   vulgar  mind   b   dc 
regarded,  because  better  understood,   by) 
exoltetl  spirit.     A  great  minJ,  for  exwni 
smile  widiin  itself  at  the  hubbub  and  cry 
tauce  raised  about  a  thing  In  itself  so  insij 
ns  th6  extinction  of  breath  in  a  pigmy 
such  as  indiridual  man.     Why  I  in  thi 
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$^ttSB>  of  tlie  uuivfirsc,  where  worlds  tlirong  on 
emntless  worlils,  the  extinction  of  one  earilt-ball 
or  iiar-worid  from  nmid  Uic  nij^riads  uruiiml,  above, 
and  below,  what  would  it  be?  It  wotih]  not  t>e 
miits«tl ; — nnd  ytl  how  mighty  «  matter  do  we,  tbe 
insects  on  ibis  one  e)tril>-balt,  this  speck  itself  of  s 
world,  deem  it,  if  the  slight  and  pigmy  tenure  of 
our  existence  Is  tnx>ken  and  at  an  end  V 

And  tile  philosophic  bard  smiled  solemnly,  as  he 
gazed  in  his  mind's  eye  on  tlie  dream  of  worlds 
and  worlds  that  shone  through  the  kaleidoscope  of 
his  laiicy,  while  he,  amidst  all  the  vast  glory  of 
that  dream,  knew  and  saw  himself  ihc  "pigtny 
Rpeck"  be  had  just  described. 

After  s  pause,  Hatfield  proceeded,  his  feelings 
being  now  called  from  himself  to  others,  as  he 
said — 

"  Yei ;  I  can,  as  far  a»  my  own  feelings  are  cun- 
cenied,  meet  my  fnte  witliutit  miich  cinoiion.  How- 
ever unnecessarily  severe  I  may  consider  the  laws 
by  which  I  suffer,  I  do  tiot  yet  bear  any  ill-will  to 
society  by  whose  vcnlict  I  am  condemned.  Society 
1  always  courted,  and  I  think  won  the  esteem 
of " 

**  Assuredly  t  oMuredly  I" 

"  I  cannot  but  blame  inyKelf  fur  coniravefling  its 
lam.     Enough  of  that,     lie  it  my  niUfortun«i  or 
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(kstiny,  or  in&tiuuion,  or,  if  you  wOlr 
and  not  merely  the  constrnuit  ofcirct 
has  placed  me  in  lh«  predicament  in  which  t 
1  will  IMC  dwell  on  a  tnpic  that  ii  were 
dBcoss,     No  :  it  is  not  for  myself  1   feel 
being  thttt  wrested  from  life ;  bat  for  ot 
her — for  Gcrt " 

AikI  his  words  were  here  cliccJted  by 
lion  thai  overcsmc  Wm,  and  which,  for 
be  found   it  difficult   to  subdue.      Somt 
words  escaped  him — 

"  Say  for  me  all  tluit — s»y  whatever 
or  fortify,  or  heal  her  spirit,— say,  too,  all 
gratitude  of  a  niun  and  a  husband  csd- 

Little  did   he  or   Golcficld    know 
this  noble-spirited  and  oonxiniit  wiJe  was, 
been,  making  for   bts   re])rierc  I     No 
been  heUl  out  to  bim  by  tlw  judge  ilint 
him. 

Golefiel<l  presw-d  the  nnhappy   man'a 
toiten    of  encDunignncnt   and  assarsnce 
wJiild  express  everylhing  that  was  asketl 
He  was  about  to  address  some   reply   wl 
door  of  the  cell  was  opened,  and  it  wa* 
nicaictl  by  one  of  tlie  uulhoritics  of  the  pi 
as  the  liour  was  now  drawing  near  when  iu,l 
would  be  summoned   away  never   to  reli 
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cUrnte  of  Ixtnon  vns  waiting  wiiboutf  in  orik-r  u> 
o^er  any  consolation  diat  his  sacred  admonitions 
tniglit  imparl. 

••  The  cnrnie  of  Lorton  ! — Fenton  1"  hastily  ex- 
claimed Iladield,  with  yet  increased  anguish  and 
emotion,  as  he  stnrtiil  from  tlic  rugged  srat  which 
his  cell  enumerated  in  its  grim  riimittirc.  "No, 
no  1 — not  Mr.  Fentaii  I — 1  caHitot — I  mtut  not  sec 
Aim  /  Any  other  gvntleman  of  his  sacred  brother- 
hood." 

**  Nay,  nay,"  sakl  Golcfwid,  in  a  tone  of  gentle 
remonstrance,  or  mllier  persaasion ;  '■  why  not  sec 
Mr,  Fenton  ? — ll>e  mildest,  the  most  considerate, 
the  best  of  men  and  spiritual  pastors." 

*'  I  must  not ! — I  daro  not  I" 

"  Bat  why  should  yoo  exhibit  such  disinclination 
to  see  ao  good  a  man  ?"  oskvil  CoicficUl,  surprised 
ut  the  agitation  of  mind  whidi  tlw  tliought  of  seeing 
Fenton  in  particular  occii»iune«)  him.  "  SliotiM 
anything  dwell  moi-bidly  on  die  spirit,  the  curate 
of  Lorton,  of  all  other  persons,  might  know  the 
secret  of  relieving  it,  by  the  bland  spiritual  medicine 
he  is  so  well  able  to  import." 

"  So  good  a  man,  did  yoo  aay?"  replied  Hat- 
field :  "  it  is  fur  (liis  very  reason  1  would  not  be 
selfish  enough  to  shock  him  by  slKwing  htm 
how  bad  an  one  nature  has  given  birtli  to  in 
myself  r 
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"  Lei  me  penuiule  yo«- 


I  must  iK>t!"  rejoined,  hastily,  thej 
man,  besiuitiog,  and   evidently   aiider 
struggle  of  feeling ;  "  I  dare  not  l     !• 
■ee  bim  I" 

**  WHiy  »}»ould  you  express  yoursel  f  thi 
Why  ve  you  afruid  lo  see  him  ?" 

"  Afraid !  Alas  I  and  y«t  lie  in«y 
even  more  at  seeing  me"  sait^  UatBeld. 
ered  tone,  and  with  an  expression  of  i 
morse. 

"  Have  you  injured  him  in  any  wav  ?] 
siWel" 

"  Injured  him  ?     If  1  have  injured  hit 
injure  him  yet  more  were  1  to  soc  him." 

Golefield  waa  silent  in  surprise  and 
conjecture,  as  to  the  purport  of  Uatfidc 
while  be  himself  vna  silent  too,  and  wr 
deep  no  less  than  painful  consideration, 
resolre  he  knew  not  whether  to  follow 
At  length,  he  suddenly  exclaimed,    as 
raised  bis  spirit  to  an  effort  ttmt  retjuir 
energies  to  sustain — 

"  Well ;  I  will  sec  him  1     Though  I 
tlint  anguish — that  harm — shonid  assail  bin 
setjneiiee  of  nil  that  muy  pius  between 
have  now  n  bitter  curiosity — a  littal  desir 
the  disclosure — to  own  .  .  .  no  marc! 
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Give  htm  admittance,  littr  Sir, — request  him  to 
join  roe." 

And  here  he  took  an  afTcctionate  leave  of  the 
benign  person,  of  whose  kindness  he  bad  been  more 
particularly  sensible  than  of  any  tliat  had  lieen 
manifestnl  b;  any  other  person,  among  all  tlxne 
who  had  expressed  tlieir  deep  regret  at  hb  siination. 

llic  gcnllo-hcnrted  bard  was  too  mnch  over- 
powered to  reply  to*lh«  expressions  of  grateful  ac- 
knowledgment utterul  by  Uic  condemned  man,  and 
so  took  hU  departure,  with  full  heart  and  sincere 
regret,  in  order  to  leave  him  olunc  with  the  Curate 
of  Lorton,  who  was  now  awaited  by  bim  in  hb 
cell. 

He  sate  with  his  head  sunk  down  between  hia 
clasped  hands,  under  the  influence  of  some  violent 
struggle  of  fooling.  So  completely  was  bis  spirit 
wrapped  lip  in  it,  that  he  did  not  perceive  tliat 
Fenion  bad  entered  the  cell  and  stood  beside  hiro. 
He  starlet)  up  and  fixed  a  wild  and  intent  gaze  on 
tlw  countenance  of  Uie  good  and  reverem)  man. 

Fenton  was  ilie  first  to  speak,  and  addressed 
him  with  his  usual  blandncss ;  but  he  did  not,  or 
could  not,  answer.  At  last,  the  conflict  of  feeling 
that  was  stripling  in  bis  bosom  could  no  longer 
repress  itself,  as  it  found  rent  in  nn  agony  of  u-ara, 
while  the  exclamation  broke  from  his  lips — 
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"  O  God  I  to  think  we  sbottid 
after  long,  long  bitter  years  of  severaiii 
ihtK  !" 

Kenton,  never  having  been  acqualat 
knowledge,  at  least)  vridi  tlic  nnlinppy 
viously  to  the  occasion  of  the  luckless  m 
Lorton,  was  sorpriaeti  ni  heiu-ing  these  n 
mildly  rq}lied,  that  he  should  indeed  1 
happy  could  their  meeting  have  been  ii 
less  melancholy  circumstances.  At  the  a 
be  could  not  coll  to  mind  that  he  had 
th«  person  he  addressed,  at  any  stich 
diBianoe  of  time  as  he  wcmcd  to  imf 
Cunte  then  begged  the  prisoner  to  be  i 
and  composed. 

•'  Yet  I   cannot    wonder,"    he   add' 
humane  feelings  dJctuted,  "  at  thin  ucccss 
in  a  natnrally  generous  and  sensitive  spi 
I  tntst  you  posKss,  from  many  estininb 
have  bcanl  of  your  dispontion,  however 
or  necessity  may  liave  banefully  cxcrci 
encB  in  ihwarttng  your  hciier  natural   in 
This  burst  of  grief  will  ease  your  surcbm 
Let  it  have  its  way — it  is  acceptable  iit  il 
Mercy  I" 

The  good  man  (inusetl,  as  the  prison 
vouring  to  surmouui  his  angubb,  rvpliet 
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CbAdemiied  hinueir,  in  much  bittemett  oT  remorse, 

apparently — 

"  No ;  you  are  loo  Rirbearing  and  kintl,  thus  tu 
impute  anything  naturally  good  to  me  !  I  at  nii 
early  age  forfcitod  tlic  atwm  of  the  best  of  parents, 
and  left  them,  in  my  hmrilcssncsE,  to  anguUh  and 
remnrsc.  Hitd  you  ever — a  son?  Did  he  ever  by 
his  liearilesi  conduct  occasion  tltc  death  of  the  ten- 
deresl  of  mothers?  and  leave  his  fatlicr  to  tnooa- 
sotahle  houiH  of  grief,  which  hard  circuntstanoea 
had  rendered  galling  enough  before  ?  Had  you 
ever,  I  ask,  a  son  i^' 

Fenton  gazed  witJi  brcntlilcss  and  painful  in- 
terest on  the  &ce  before  him,  lost  in  xurprise  aa 
to  the  means  by  which  the  unhappy  man  cou](I 
know  90  much  of  hb  family  distresses. 

*'  I  had,"  lie  said,  in  a  tone  in  which  fear  and 
regret  were  mingled :  "  i  Itod,  indeed,  a  son  T' 

"  You  had  ?  Would  you  own  him  .■»  such  in 
tlie  hour  of  shame,  of  deatli,  should  he  fling  him- 
self on  your  bosom  and  pray  to  you  for  furgivenesa, 
u— a»~-I  do  now  i" 

And  saying  this,  Hatiield  (whose  real  name  now, 
at  length,  painfviUy  discloses  itself)  fell  in  all  the 
pnsston  of  mingled  grief  and  afffction  upon  llie 
bn«oin  of  Kenton,  who  stood  statue-like,  with  hts 
hand  raised  (O  hia  venerable  brow,   spreni  with 
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grey  ihin  hairs,  while  h«  tnmed  aside 
vain  endeavouring  to  check  the  tears 
each  other  down  his  withered  check. 
After  a  lengdiened  pnosc,  in  which 
and  son  were  maintaining  a  bitter  stni^l 
Fenton  was  tho  first  to  break  tlic  siU 
ntised  up  his  il!-rated  Km,  who   non- 
downcast  brow  before  him. 

"  Is  it  thug,  then,  i  hnro  found 
gaxed  on  hs  countenance  witb  remone ' 
reproach.     "  Your  mother's  look  sj 
pleads  to  mc  for  you,  in  your  brow  1- 

whom  you " 

"  Murdered ! — forgire  me  1 — oh  1  if  yc 
give  mc !    But  bow  can  you,  when  I  ami 
myself?     OhI  iBlter  as  just  accusation! 
ruin  her  peace  of  mind,  her  bcalUi,  her 
beartkss  abandonment  of  your  roof? 
is  worse  than  a  tbouiand  deaths  a.i  igtjoi 
ihst  [  am  doomed  to  suffer  J     No ;  you 
girc  so  haso  a  son  I  espedaliy  wlien  be  cot 
you  denonnced  by  tlie  laws  of  his  coi 
was,  before,  by  those  of  Hearen  I" 

"TIic  meeting  is  indeed  bitter/ 
man,  and  hb  voice  (aited. 

"  I  had  wished  to  hnvo  been  spttred  it : 
forced  to  encounter  ii.     I  had  wi^iej' 
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safferod  you  to  remain  in  th«  comparatively  Iinppy 
Mivt  that  I  IimI  long  ago  b«-n  svrtrpt  (as  sood  1 
shall  be,  luid  with  sluun« !)  from  cxblence.  Yes ; 
I  had  wis)>c<l  to  have  spnrcd  yon  this  additional 
pcmg — tlii*  additional  proof  lli&t  I  was  bom  as  your 
curse !  From  my  cradle,  it  seems,  I  was  doomed 
to  be  a  source  of  pain  to  you,  and  to  her  who 
moumed  for  mc  till  she  sunk  in  death.  Siintched 
from  you  whlk-  yet  an  infant,  I  was  hot  restored  to 
you  and  h«r  to  occasion  you  an  augmented  cause 
of  grief  at  a  more  advanced  of^.  Heavens !  1  hare 
been  inclined  at  limes  to  lliink  with  one  who  remem- 
bers my  early  laie," — and  he  referred  to  old  Mike 
us  he  Kpoke  this : — "that  I  have  i>eeii  ihc  slave  and 
toy  of  fome  dark  decree  of  fate, — ai  times,  I  say,  I 
have  tliought  thus,  and  blamed  myself  less  ;  hut, 
then,  when  I  recurred  to  the  tntler  circuinii»nce  of 
my  mother's  death,  which  I  learned  some  time  afW 
my  abandonment  of  ltome> — I  again  reproached 
myself  in  all  iIk:  bitterness  of  grief  and  compunc- 
tion. Yes :  this  bitter  disclosure  of  myself  I  liad 
wished  to  spare  yon — and  the  pain  it  carries  with 
it  I  WitnesN,  Heaveti .'  )>ow  often  Itas  my  heart 
yearned  inwardly  towards  you,  when  1  knew  you 
were  in  the  neighbourhood  where  I  had  been  stay- 
ing I— how  my  footsteps  bent  (whether  I  wmild  or 
no)  towards  your  dwelling,  and  hare  led  roe  put 
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ytvir  gatei  kinging,  but  not  daring  to 
Inaospiciowt  presence.    I  was  withheld 
90, — I  knew  the  brand  of  legal  dcnui 
upon  mc, — I  thougfic,  '  1  wil!  spore  myl 
trixl  St  Icnst  I"  but  Heaven  hax  willed 
bitter  history  should  be  laid  before  yoa.  { 
II«ftv«n  !  whit  tenr>  tvave  I  shed  over 
tnctnory,  in  secret,  lilenl  hours  oran; 
taring    self-reproadi  I     And   when 
were  recalling  the  oBine  of  your  lacklcss  | 
you  deemed  dead,  with  bkme,  yet 
he  wras  offering  up  prayers  for  your 
forgiveness  from  bis  mother's  spirit 
Heaven."     .A.rter  n  pditse  he  oontint 

"  ^\^mt  would    I   Irnve  given   to  ha^ 
}<our  door  nnd  thrown  myself  at  your 
hand  has  been  on  the  latdi — has  tren 
mien  from  it.     Rut  on  the  one 
length  that  latch  was  raisedt  bow  oil  the ' 
spirit  I  have  described,  battled    within 
painfully  than  ever  .'     But  yet  I  dnred 
the  dtiolosiirff.      As  I  sale  opposite  yoo, 
r^rarded   iiic  fixedly,  I   lliought,  in 
dinnge  tin>e  has  made  in  tliu»c  features, 
hare  recognised  nie  t     I  turned  my  brai 
but  oh !  Iiow  my  heart  beat  under  the 
which  it  was  conscious — how  it  beat — yti 
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saw  you  enter  the  room !  I  longed  to  rdsc  my 
voice  to  cry  out,  with  the  prodigal  son,  '  Fntht-r, 
forgive  me  I  tliough  I  am  no  longer  irortby  to  be 
cnlleil  your  sod  I'  Uow  did  I  long  to  huten  up  to 
you,  to  ding  mjsclf  at  your  feet,  and  moke  myself 
known  to  you  T' 

"  And  you  should  have  been  received  as  (he 
hapless  prodigal  of  the  hl<.>sM<d  booh  was  by  his 
fiillier!  \ei;  though  a  crimiuul, — though  a  wiuicss 
of  diigrace  and  source  of  woe  to  nte,~-l  will  forget 
it  all  in  tlw  tlwught  you  arc  yet — "  bb  rotce 
tuiled  as  be  ailded,  "  her  son  V 

He  was  able  to  articulate  no  more ;  words  were 
no  longer  available  lo  express  the  anguish — yet  the 
pleading  of  affection — that  agitnted  his  spirit. 

Willingly  would  we  draw  a  veil  over  tlio  siifTer- 
ing  of  tile  father,  even  us  tlic  painter  of  old  veiled 
the  brow  of  Agamemnon  over  his  daughter's  sncri* 
fice  '  Bitter  was  ttie  account  between  tl>e  sire  and 
the  son  I — bitter  the  effort  of  mutual  oonsolatkm ; 
for  the  parent  was  now,  perhaps,  in  more  need  of 
it  than  the  son  I 

The  agonizing  disclosure)  tlie  lliought  of  which 
we  have  witnessed  tliroughout  our  pages  tut  Itaving 
wrought  sucb  anguish  to  the  son,  had  now  been 
made.  Uut  to  bcal  tlie  wound  it  inflicted  on  the 
bosom  uf  Fcnton  .  .  .  there  wss  but  one  dread 
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remoiy  that  could  ever  assuage  soehj 
tioDl 

But  hark!  ihey  come  I — the  mouml 
ters  ofdtaih's  last  scene, — their  footJttepKJ 
bollow  echoes  along  the  postage  that  Iflfl 
cell.  Chill  fell  ihey  od  llie  hcnrt  of  him 
to  suffer,  but  not  more  diill  than  on 
the  convulsed  and  sinking  parent.  Not  i 
own  account,  bat  much — oh  !  much  mc 
of  his  rcDcrabIc  sire,  did  the  coDdcmned 
call  up  ull  hut  niitivc  fortitude  of  suul,  i 
yti  more  by  the  hallown]  energies 
fectioo. 

*'  Dear  father  T  be  said,  as  the 
together  with  himself,  to  he  in 
the  melancholy  train  ttuit  was  soon 
cell, — '■  dear  fittlwr,  you  must  not  attend 
entreat  you,  forbear  such  a  trial  I     Your  i 
at  this  awful  nHHnent  unnerves  me  ! 
death  firmly  as  lar  as  [  am  myself  cone 
the  luSering  I  am  seasible  of  Car  you,  l| 
more  than  I  can  bear  without  btnng 
treat  j-ou,  stay  away  t" 

"  Impossble  1  ray  presence  ia  reqai 
dispensable  I      Tliis   bitter  secret   tbat 
imparted  to  me, — that  has  discorercd  inj 
(o  roe, — has  not  been  made  known  yet  i 
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There  is  tw  one  of  mj-  clerical  breibren  on  the 
spot  lo  perform  the  hat  sad  duties  on  this  occauoti, 
and  the  public  requires  therefore  tlie  presence  of 
the  only  one  at  band,  which  is  myself!  Even 
were  it  permitlul  mc  to  withdraw  from  thb  bitter 
triul,  I  fed  1  could  not  I  No,  tay  son !  I  will 
accompany  you  to  the  -  — ■" 

"  Scaffold! — ay,  such  b  my  dark  de&tiny — the 
judgment  (I  must  deem  it)  that  has  fallen  on  my 
head,  for  the  death  of  that  dear  parent — " 

But  if  concern  and  anguish  wrung  the  bean  of 
the  son  at  the  thouglit  of  the  parent  bo  had  Imt, 
ihey  were  scarcely  less  keenly  awakened  fiw  the 
parent  aUo  iluit  he  now  preiaed  to  hi*  henrt,  in 
the  farewell  they  snatched  ere  "  the  satellites  oi' 
doom"  should  arrive.  A  more  deadly  paleness 
bad  bespread  that  vi-ncrnbtc  brow  and  furrowed 
cheek.  Mature  flagged,  tuui  life  indeed  seemed 
nearly  extinct  within  him,  from  the  efTect  of  the 
violent  internal  struggle  that  bad  convulsed  him 
bcj'ond  the  power  of  rallying  or  restoratitm.  The 
arm  of  his  ill-fated  son  supported  bi«  tottering 
framv,  of  die  old  man's  lip»  moved  as  ibougii  in  die 
attempt  to  apeak,  while  the  power  of  utterance  was 
denied. 

At  this  moment  the  cell  door  opened;  the 
mclaocboly  triiin  presented  itself;  and  the  warning 
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summons  of  tSe  bell  proclaimed  to  the 
partners  (we  may  indeed  call  them)  ia ! 

whither  it  was  that  they  were  now  called 
Brief  as  precipitate  was  the  way  they  i 

it  was  to  death !    but  vast  and  enduring 

track  that  stretched  beyond  it — it  was  th 

of  Eteraity ! 
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Wbich  fed  IhoM  vrJM  thai  ebW  liU  »II  it  cold ; 
II  U  tht  farm  thai  moulittd  mice  that  ainki 
tnto  tilt  white  knd  jr^llov  tpa«m*  vfdekih  I 

Woe  to  ih«  WTong'd  *iiil  Ike  arcegn  1    Woe 
To  the  dc»iro>CT— woe  «o  ihe  dewrojr'd  I 
Wm  boih  to  (bote  ihal  mfier  mid  ialticl  T 


There  was  a  din  in  the  wid«  square  of  Cur- 
lisle — the  din  of  manifolt]  voices, — the  buz  of  i}ie 
restless  crotrd  that  now  nwnilvJ  the  appearaace  of 
the  fatal  procession,  and  gazed  Biixiously  towards 
the  Ecadby.  Some,  Indeed,  of  ilint  giizing  throng 
itnuRcd  it  on  tlie  tiptoe  of  mere  idle  curiosilv ;  but 
the  greater  numl>er  looked  on  witli  breaildeait  and 
painful  interest.  Few,  very  few,  were  able  to  cnter- 
tiiin  thoNe  KViiiiincnis  of  solemn  sniisfnclion  in^pirnl 
bv  tlie  feeling  diat  thi*  spirit  of  injured  Ju.Mlce  was 
being  appensetl;  since  the  penalty  on  the  present 
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occasion  vm  coruidcrcd  so  dUproponii 
severilj  to  the  nuturc  of  the  pvculinr 
which  vvngvAiicc  was  sought. 

K«marks  of  this  nature  were   freely 
by  various  penons  i  anioti^t   otlien, 
barrister,  who  was  one  of  the  crowd,  n 
been  already  specified  as  having  vroa 
phiuse  by  his  clever  managemcat  of 
for  ibc  unlmppy  victim. 

"J»i>licc,tn(fpc(II  jixsticcP  hereit«^ra 
chamcterititic,  and,  in  the  present  ins 
priate  tone  of  sarcasm,  (tlic  reader  will 
not,  recognLte  the  tipeaker) — '«  Mav   I 
the  duy  whcii  such  justice  as  this  may 
at  it  descrrcs  to  he!— vrlien  the  foul   li 
now  on  its  real  iininv  may  be  for  ever 
shame  !     JuNtice,  fffffooil) !   did  ever 
fotilly  disligur«  any  legal  eode?" 

"  Coine,  coinc ;  tliese  v/ordt  are  too 
worthy  young  omtor  I"  said  a  sleck-fi 
and  somewhat  corpulent  person,  in  a  bu: 
wig,  whose  lip  quivered  with  supp 
while  hilt  counlennncc  wore  an  aspect 
demurenew.  "  llt-re,  in  a  breath  iIoxm 
demn  those  two  great  authorities  of  tlic 
the  Bonk  and  the  Gorernmcnt ; — for  th< 
only  condlialed  tlte  former  in  mutii: 
*  capital !'    Young  man  I  young  man  1  Ui 
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be  venerated !  One  of  your  ydtrs  is  hy  no  mean* 
competent  to  speak  of  (lie  cxpcdieocj-  of  enacUnciitx 
tbat  have  been  saiiclional  by  wiser  beads  tlian 
your  own," 

**  Wiser  hcadx  I"  interrupted  tho  young  hnr- 
'ricter,  impatiently,  us  he  ca»(  it  lia»ty  glance  on  Uie 
demure  supporter  of  "  lejjnl  murder,"  nnd  as 
quicUy  turned  away  froni  bint  in  di$gusl.  lie 
fiuicicd,  by-liie-bye,  tbat  he  hud  seen  a  countenance 
that  sumewhal  resembled  ihal  of  his  opponent, 
though  he  could  not  recall  tlic:  precise  occasion  on 
which  he  had  witnessed  it. 

"  Ay ;  wiser  heads  tluin  yours,  young  man,  bare 
deliberatctl  on  tbc  justice  of  the  sentence  now  about 
to  be  put  ill  execution;  itid  let  me  suggest)  you 
have  no  rifrbt  to  arraign  Uie  award  of  the  hiw  I" 

"  Such  ix  llie  Mraiu  of  servile,  paltry  cant,  and 
narrow,  hoodwinked  prejudice ;  sucb  is  ibe  f^irnin  of 
[a  groTelling  spirit,  and  one  confederated  in  ll»e  base 
league  of  uplmlding  abuses!"  replied  the  young 
barrister,  with  that  characteristic  acrimony  which 
afterwards  rendered  him  so  furinklable  on  antago* 
nist  in  niffumcnt,  both  foren.Mc  and  parliamentary. 
*'  May  I  live,  Iwwcver,  to  sec  the  diiy — "  be  pro- 
ceeded, with  the  same  dioracteristic  fen'our,  anil 
that  doqaenoe  of  wrong  into  whicb  the  ■>  indignant 
•pint  wanned  him,"  as  Jurcnal  sayi  of  bis  own 
m2 
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verstt, — "  may  I  live  to  see  Uie  day  wht 
about  to  be  poi-petratcd  may   be  deaoui 
'  legal  itinnlcr  !'  " 

"  Young  oian!  j-wing  man  ! " 

"  I  will  speak!"   Iw  contiaucd,   like 
"  Yet ;   when  tliotw  wlia  arc  the  uplioldt-i 
ktigaton,  i>r  so  flii^raot  ii  dbpenrntioa 
pulled  down  from  ilieir  bij{fa  estate,  and 
merited  scorn  and  execration  V 

The  demure  upholder  of  old   abuses 
vDormitien    shrunk   luick  confounded 
oridiering  look  of  hcorn,  and  tlie  indlgnni 
«toquenee,  with  which  he  was  encountc 
spirit  of  "  cant,"  however  mtiEurcd  a  con 
it   may   for  a  lims  bear,  is  sddoni  nlilc 
itself  up  long  before  tlte  tme  ainl  fervent 
of  the  lieart,  exercised  for  its  dutcomfitui 
asccndancj'  of  Truth  makes  itself  nt  lost 
wrings  n  conviction  from  its  shrinking  twii 
of  his  own  litdencss  and  conscious  simme. 

The  spark  of  feeling  that  shone   for 
young  orator  and  fiiltin:  «utnnnnn  wa.i  not] 
kindling  a  similar  wunuth  in  Uw  brL'si^t  oft 
stood  near;  but  hi:;  milder  tooe  and  geiitl< 
siticMi  expressed   itself  in  a  difierrat  waj 
observed  lo  ihc  otlicr — 
"  Indeed,  I  feel  witii  j-ou,  titat  the  pr 
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t!on  «xhtbiu  « tnclanirlio)}-  perversion  of  that  which 
th«  <Ii.-cr««s  of  Mercy  nnd  Wisdom  (not  humiui 
laws)  pronounce  lo  be  Jusiice." 

This  person  was  OolrfieUl,  who  in  hix  pnfiU]^ 
from  the  cell  had  found  \m  vny  »o  much  intpwktl  by 
ttie  jteople  in  front  of  the  prison,  that  Ite  wia  obliged 
lo  remain  in  tlie  crowd,  althougti  he  would  glwUy 
have  wiihdi'aii'n  and  avoided  witneising  the  niekin- 
choly  spectacle  now  briefly  lo  be  presented.  He 
spoke  as  a  philosopher, — the  person  he  addressed 
spoke  OS  a  politiciiin.  They  each  viewed  the  same 
subject  with  equal  condemnation  ;  the  one,  witli  the 
rcgrtl  rnthcr  of  it  a^fc ;  the  other,  with  more  of  the 
abhrKTOnct;  ofuit  nrdentpolitioil  combutant. 

The  philosopher  proceedeit  (for  the  brief  pericnl 
now  allowed  him)  in  Iiin  preiiltnr  veirv— 

"  An<l  melancholy,  too,  is  it  lo  see,  on  looking 
round  ('  iheori^'ng,'  as  the  Greeks  say)  over  this 
wide  arena,  tliis  sea  of  human  heads, — heart-rend- 
ing is  it  to  see  the  caUotis  indifference  of  many, 
and  tlie  vain  curiosity  of  some,  to  witness  the  spec- 
tacle, and  not  derive  benefit  from  iho  lesson.  Look 
at  those  simple  rustic  throngs ;  (ook  at  those  mothers 
there,  leaving  titvir  domestic  dutte«,  and  hurrying 
with  tlieir  infants  in  tiiur  arms,  when  liiey  bad 
belter  have  stayed  at  home.  Why  do  ihcy  oome? 
|rinere)y  to  gratify  idle  curioMty  ?" 

The  lawyer  curled  up  his  lip,  and  saud  hastily — 
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"  Ay,  ayl  inic.  irue  !  but  I  vk-w  the 
a  dificrctil  li^lil,  iind  witli  more  exospcrat 
ilian  you  du,  good  Mr.  GolcfiiUd.     And 

But  here  tlie  colkiqny  was   inUMTupim) 
entry  of  the  rnul  procetskin   uii   ihc 
deittli,  wliiili«r  uovr  t)i«  attciiiion  or  the 
xnxioiu  crowd  was  directed. 

Yes ;  that  grim  st^e  now  presented 
in  the  mournful  dramii,  w[ien.-  •'  terror 
indeed  swayed  thv  audieooe,  trnd  deslh 
catastrophe.     The    pomp   of    Doom 
What  niiui  in  thoM:  closely  pAckcd  iiutn 
not  the  beating  of  lus  own  heart,  in  the  d< 
dtat  rcigiKd  around  ?    All  eyes  are  titroi 
chief  actor  in  that  TearTul  drama, — by  wbi 
one  whom  all  hcnrls  recognise  with  feelin 
glcd  awo  and  afToction — the  curate  of  I^i 

Wherelbre  is  it  that  the  curnmt  of  in 
emotion,  b  (or  an  interval  Guddenljr  div' 
its  primary  course?     On  whose  fiirm    ufwifi 
grun  placfurm  do  the  eyes  of  the  tnuliit 
ttn-n  ibem  for  awhile  from  (he  principal 
U?      A    murmur    of   inquiry    confitM^llv 
through  that  crowd,  nwelling  by  degree*  lo 
loudi-r,  IIS  those  lately  hushnl  l>eii)f^  fbu 
tlie  tongue  who«e  use  had  been  denied 
bcDumlied  an  it  uaa  in  the  chill  of  awe. 

The  remark  went  ropidly  from  unc  to  the 
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"  Sec !  the  good  Mr.  Fciiton  \»  ill  1  What  iUness 
is  it  that  has  seized  Hie  good  eurele?"— and  aaon 
the  vxclamntiuQ  of  Kurpri»e  unaea — *'  Oh  I  see,  he 
&1U  back  1" 

"  Y«t ;  and  the  prisoner  bee  caught  him  in  his 
arittt,"  was  the  rejoinder,  '*  and  cUsps  bim  to  his 
heart  I" 

"  What  can  thb  mean  ?"  was  ilic  universal  qu 
lioii  arising  froni  these  various  remarks. 

The  priest  liad  oome  forward,  aocording  to  the 
duty  of  his  ofSce,  to  atlmtnisier  the  last  drcud  con* 
solalion  to  the  victim  ;  but  his  voice  had  &lterc 
as  he  endeavoured  to  give  utterance  to  the  sacred 
words;  nor  less  had  ht«  step,  too,  wavered  as  he 
faced,  side  by  si<!c  with  tltnt  victim  on  the  plntform, 
the  assembled  people,  lie  faced  tlKm,  indeed,  but 
all  was  indtstinctncs;  to  his  gaze,  which  grew 
and  more  dioi,  while  that  maiv  of  fi>rms  swam 
before  him  as  so  many  shadowy  '•  phaiasmats"  that 
rise  and  fade  post.  Hie  spirit  was  dying  within 
him.  The  prisoner  grasped  his  linnd  and  spoke 
to  him  words  of  affection  and  support.  Ii  was  in 
vain ;  the  effort  to  rally  the  sinking  spirit  was  in- 
effi^tual:— a  moment,  and  another — ami  Fcnion, 
tile  good  Fcnton,  was  dead. 

Hk-  iinxicly,  the  bitter  interest,  the  nfTwrlionate 
and  curliest  attention,  evinced  by  the  prisoner 
towards  tlie  good  old   man  aiTccted  as  well  as 
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ainaxvtl  all.     TIm:  usual  order  of  ctr 
oociuioiu  such  0$  the  present  was  l)eT« 
They  wiiiKSswl  m  the  prUooer   tbe 
himself  administered,  rattier  ihnii  rvcciv» 
Kpiritual  succour,     '("here  arose  u  univcr 
of  cunt  passion  u(c-  ndminttion  and  sui-pris 
the  wide  llirong.     Rude  were  their  wor 
but  they  »p<>ke  from  die  heuri. 

'*  It  ix  a  kbauae,"  ihey  crifd,  **  he  shot 
"  Wliat  is   the  meaning,"    asked   ot 
this?"  in  addition   lo  iheir  crj-   of 
himt — this  conduct   makes   him     n-orth] 

They  were  mute,  as  die  prisoner,  while 
held  the  form  of  his  dead  parent  in  his 
dresfcd  a  word  in  answer  to  their  inqnirit 
acknowledgment  of  their  feeling  nnil  kind 
lonnrds  him. 

"  No,  my  friends,  let  me  die ! — let  inc 
said;  "kl  me  die  with  tlwbcst  of  purenU,! 
whom  (widi  the  bitterest  rcuwrse)  I  am 
of  having  injured  !  Were  I  not  about 
death  at  the  bauds  of  ihe  Uw,  [  stiould  mv 
my  conduct  towards  Itiro.  I  shoidd  griei 
after  I  had  lost  him  !  I  bad  wi)ih<>d  to  hai 
his  name  from  the  blot  lliat  mim  »ul)v  it  i| 
known  as  connected  nitli  mine,  (or  with  thn| 
under  whicli  I  was  disguued.)  but  the  bit 
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ctinutnnco  that  ^u  Itave  jiut  witnessed  tiai  reii* 
ilerec[  this  unavoidable.  You  are  amazed,  my  frientU 
and  feUow-oounirymen.  But  a  culprit  stands  before 
you,  condemned  not  more  by  tbe  nwnrd  of  tlie 
]aw  of  tlte  l&nd.  than  by  his  own  conscience,  foi- 
the  wrong  committed  towards  so  beloved,  so 
cherished  a  man,  so  indulgent  a  pnrcnL  What  is 
my  contrition  (deep  and  bitter  as  it  is,)  f>ow  avail- 
able?" 

"  His  afllcction.  his  contrition,  repairs  his  fault!" 
cried  out  many  of  the  crowd.  *'  Lei  its  hear  what 
he  dkl,"  cried  others — "  what  was  ilie  wrotig  Its 
speaks  of?" 

Tlic  prisoner  proceeded  bri«-fly  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mands of  their  curimiiy,  by  utoling  how  his 
mother's  life  hod  been  probably  nlwrtcncd  by  Ikt 
grief,  nt  his  early  abandonment  of  die  bome  whicli 
was  so  much  embittered  by  this  circumstance.  Ill 
iodoed  bad  her  indulgence  been  repaid  bybcroiily 
offspring;  and  thtsarowat  for  a  moment  suspended 
the  feelings  of  tlie  crowd  in  his  favour;  but  their 
transient  condemnation  of  him  was  obliterated  by 
tbe  great  argument  (o  tbcir  feelings  that  existed  in 
his  gent^rous  and  touching  condemnation  of  him- 
self. Coupled  wit])  ihis  also  wiia  the  tviuoneful 
and  affectionate  conduct  be  bad  manifesteil  inwards 
ibe  parent,  whose  form,  cold  in  death,  h«  yet 
cla.ipe(l  to  hb  heart,  and  wliich  created  micIi  u  tide 
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ofcompaHionnlc  z«al  in  Ills  behalf  that 

lace  was  carried  away  by  it. 

And  ngw  the  cry  of  "  Save  him  V* 
»  jiiich  tliat  was  uucoiUrotlitblc,      A  rush ' 
to  be  made  towards  ibe  platform  in  onle 
his  r«scui;,  for  the  cry  of  *'  Save  him" 
and  llic  same  with  *•  Rescue  him."* 

All  diat  mighty  crowd  rose  as  wiif 
raent,  animated,  too,  as  it  was  by  unc  inipt 
it  had  scarcely  sprang  forward  to  pursue 
than  the  fatal  kni-ll  had  Bounded  the  he 
was  tlie  find  to  the  victim  of  tliot  Etem^ 
uow  spread  before  him. 

'Htc  stern  decree  of  justice  was  unaller 
avoidable.   TIic  object  uf  their  sympathy 
instant  post  all  necdi  as  he  was  bcyoiK) 
of  their  aid. 

The  torrent  of  (ho  crowd  which  faadf 
ward,  now  fell  hack,  suddenly  clwckcd  ;  Enitj 
hahlc  ihnt,  having  been  once  set  uflixit  til 
mently,  niitbing  less  ifould  haro  satialicd  it 
tent  at  being  Uius  frnstrated  in  its  original  o 
dian  by  vmiini^  its  wrath  in  dcmolisliing 
folding,  and  puni&hiiig  ibe  hickU^s  mints 
justice  and  awarders  of  a  doom  that  tiad 
them.  Bnt  ihcir  attention  was  smtdenly  tlii 
another  direction;   and  every   brow   was! 
away  from  the  weite  of  its  lute  poinfa 
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the  opposite  side  of  the  sqiuirc.  A  feioale  farm 
there  niad«  itself  apparent,  hurrying  as  A  Mcmad 
of  old,  with  streaming  hair  and  wildticss  in  her 
looks;  irhile  a  female  voice,  too,  shrieked  aloud,  in 
a  voice  of  anguish,  accents  thnt  a  mometu  sooner 
would  have  awakened  gladness  in  all  hearts, — bat 
novr  saddened  them  as  much  in  regret  and  disap- 
pointment:— those  accents  syllnhlcd  "  Rei>i<ieve  I" 

The  accents  escngicd  indeed  her  lips;  but  her 
eyes,  as  they  ttirnetl  to  the  «pot  whither  slic  linr* 
ricd,  tolti  lier  they  were  uilercd — too  late !  She 
giued  fixedly  fur  oim;  brief  instant  on  the  hitter 
■pectac)l^— it  wax  to  her,  iHipelcasncss  I  And  after 
uttering  one  or  two  incoherent  critfs,  nite  sank,  ns 
tJiough  life  were  in  berself,  too,  extinct,  at  the  foot 
of  the  scuifoUl,  which  her  unliappy  deaiiiiy,  and  that 
of  iis  victim  no  ieta,  had  forbidden  her  to  reach 
earlier  with  the  scroll  of  rescue  I 

The  crowd  thronged  eagerly  round  her; — all 
recognised  her-^-all  felt  tor  )»er,  and  with  her ! 
All  were  acquaintetl  with  the  singdar  no  le&s  than 
unhappy  circumstances  in  drhleh  she  had  been  in- 
volved, as  connected  with  him  she  hod  sought  to 
save.  'I1ic  talc  of  Iter  flight  with  him  had  been  in 
the  mouths  of  all,  and  hod  elicited  the  secuaiioiu, 
warm,  tundcr,  and  approving,  that  were  duo  to  a 
devotion  such  ns  hers.  Bui  when  it  was  under- 
stood what  luid  biwn  ihv  bst  unfortunate  cifbrt  of 
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Uial  devotion, — *s  tlie  UUfutoJ  ilocunteot  i 
up  wlivn:  it  tuul  ruUcn  from   lier  hauil 
&ai)k, — iluwH  M-nsiiUoiis  were  fell  yet  mt 
no  lvs»  llun  bitierljr, 

Tlicrc  wiM  not  a  tongue  that  did  doI  i 
cofnmlticnituiii, — tliere   wns    Dot  a  hee 
not  glow  ovtT  tin;  nxitul  of  all  she  bail 
BuOtfcd  in  iKlmlf  of  lilrii  wliu  was  ooe  wit 
hihI  tlic  roore  it  felt  sensible  of  the 
than  exftltediiess  of  ber  conduct,  the  mc 
heart  norteneil  to  feel  her  preMrnt  suflurii^ 

The    cause    of   Gertrude, — her     ant 
chill  of  diitappointnient, — wa^   iltat   of 
around. 

*'  L'nhappy  girir  naitl  oiie,  who  had 
liemJ  gently  up  from  llie  gruuml,  and  beu| 
lU  he  supported  heri  ■*  hard,  hard  is  Ote 
endured,  and  alill  endures!"     It  was 
Little  did  ho  expect  such  a  remark  as  the  (di\c 

"  If  slic  suffers,  she  has  herself  to  tluink  1 
must  take  llie  oonseqnenccsl" 

**  k  it  possible  there  is  one  in  this  cro« 
hinudf  a  man  and  a  Christian,  who  dc 
with   herV"  isclainied  the  benigo    baril^ 
lookeil  tip  with  indi^iatiuti  itiiujjicd  with 
see  who  it  couid  bi:  that  seemed  so  Uttlaj 
pnthtse  in  the  genernl  feeling  in  behalfof  i 

Nor  was  he  tlte  onljr  one  that  (elt  iat 
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t)i«  young  *'  ooiutsdlor*'  (as  thoee  vrlio  knew  him  in 
tlie  crowd  termed  him)  also  turned  round,  and  ex- 
claimed, as  he  looked  at  him  with  scorn — 

"Ob!  I  am  not  surprised  nt  such  a  sentiment 
from  you  I  You  are  llie  gentleman,  I  think,  tliat 
expressed  sucb  eomeifntious  approbation  of  the 
*  legal  bulcbeiy'  we  hsvc  just  witnessed  1  Indeed, 
you  are  admirably  consistent  in  evincing  your 
present  superiority  to  ill  fecliiigs  of  compassion !" 

In  fact,  it  was  tlie  npottic  of  abuse,  and  preju- 
dice, and  hypocrisy,  who  now  met  ilw;  merited 
siictT  of  ttu>  young  biirriiitcr,  and  on  wtioni  he  had 
inflicted  tlie  outtigution  of  his  larcasm  some  liltlc 
lime  before,  and  ere  the  melancholy  tragedy  of  the 
day  had  l^en  enacted.  Golefield,  in  more  gentle 
strain,  eoniinued  hts  rebuke — 

"  Iler^lf  in  tiiank,  »y  you  ?  I  envy  not  such  a 
sentiment  fix>m  one  calling  himself  a  man  1  At 
the  same  lime,"  be  wtded,  ironically,  "  I  am  not 
surprised  at  a  conscientiousness  so  admirable — to 
judge  by  your  laic  approbation  of  all  we  Iiaw  wit- 
nessed this  day  I  A  little  charily,  however,  would 
have  been  better  bc«tovred  in  the  present  instance. 
'Hitre  is  no  one  can  con  template  lite  noble  affection 
of  thb  exemplary  and  mihappy  girl  without  admir> 
ing  her  fortitude  and  love,  and  lumciiting  tticy 
sitould  have  met  with  so  ill  a  reward  1" 

Out  here  bis  words  were  interrupted  by  on  old 
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man,  fur  wliom  tlie  eiowtl  liad  made  tra 
now,  having  hts  attenikm  culled  to  iln 
Golefield's  rcbtike,  exclaimed  to  Uw 
Marched  Iiiin  with  a  look  at  once 
RCruUniziiig — 

*'  N\'hal  I  know  you  nol,  my  fricods, 
person  is  that  sltpws  himself  so  worthy 
of  a  community  of  mcai  and  Christi.. 
hands  on  hini)  my  friends,"  he  cont 
dreeing  himiKlf  to  Ute  nogry  and  indigt 
lace,  '■  and  examine  him  a  little ;  and  h 
to  me  if  you  do  not  Bnd  under  thatd«inti 
the  disguised  penion  of  ooe  of  the  black' 
human  race, — Uw  nmn  who  *  svore  awu; 
of  liiiu  who  ha>  jiut  suffered  on  yonder 
the  audior  of  oil  titc  joint  miseries  you  no 
of  that  victim  and  yonder  unhappy  g: 
what  I  —  lie  would  slink  away  I  Lay 
him,  my  friends,  if  only  In  aMx»tain  if 
old  Mike  be  right  or  no !" 

It  was  indeed  the  old  mariner  hi 
spoke.  He  had  iteea  dislanced  by  C 
Ilieir  entry  into  dte  mcbncholy  anoa, 
crowd  thronged  before  tlie  &ilal  pUtfi 
bad  followed  Iwr  steps  as  she  sprung  fo 
hastened  onwanls  with  iha  docnmeitt  of 
but  tlie  crowd  luiving  closed  In  upon 
had  taken,  th«  old  man's  progress  was  i 
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On  bis  having  now  come  up  to  Uie  spot  where 
Ooleiteld  supported  l>er,  he,  ftfier  m  very  trifling 
scrulitiy,  detected  the  person  of  Quundiwli,  or  Sim- 
monds,— to  use  his  real  name, — under  the  disguise 
he  wore. 

The  hint  aflbrded  by  the  old  mariner  to  the 
populace  was  not  Wt  on  tliem,  as  may  rewlily  be 
imagined.  They  Eciiced  him,  as  he  was  trying  W 
Timke  good  his  escape.  Under  tlieir  stringent  scru- 
tiny, tlie  in«trumvnts  ofdisgutsv — the  bushy  wig, the 
bixMul-brimtncd  liat,  the  up|>cr  garments — were  all 
torn  away,  ami  exhibiietl  the  reritable  features  of 
the  Judas  who  had  betrayed  and  brought  to  the 
scaffold  his  former  benelactor. 

"  I  thought  I  remcnibcred  having  seen  that 
interesting  countenance  before  t"  exclaimed  sar- 
castically the  young  barrister,  with  a  scornful  smile. 
"  I  may,  however,  be  excu>cd  for  nut  acknow- 
le^ng  n  former  acquaintance  when  he  appenml 
in  a  »hii[>c  m>  little  cognizable.  My  frieiiil.'i,  now 
we  have  found  him,  let  us  make  much  of  him  I"  he 
continued,  turning  to  the  populace,  with  his  cha- 
racteristic sitrcastn  ;  "  and,  by  al)  means,  let  him  be 
well  lodged  and  taken  care  of — you  know  where, — 
the  cage  makes  a  very  convenient  place  to  put  up 
at  in  certain  cttscs,  and  with  the  constables  for 
lackeys  I" 

In  fact,  the  yotmg  barrister  very  properly  spoke 
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with  tlic  Tievr  lo  at  once  having  QaandUr 
in  order  th«t  be  sltoultl  be  Inkiti  bcfur^ 
trnic,  and  committed  lor  iIk»u  hea^  | 
wtuch,  as  regards  his  former  commerce 
late  victim,  he  was  Tct  amenalilt;. 

Bat  t)K  people,  or  nit^,  it'  yuu  pU 
inclined  to  proceed  on  so  lebureljr 
would  be  content  nlone  with  taking 
lljcir  own   tuinds.      Tlicir   exaspcmtionT 
knew  no  twutidn,  u  lien  tltcy  discovcrt-d 
person  before  diem  iltcy  saw  the  cliicP 
of  die  doom  of  iliat  victim  m  wIiom: 
sympathies  luu]  lately   been  so  strongl^ 
To  wrcuk  tlicir  vengeance,   then,  on  bis  L 
was  but  •  son  oT  atonement  due  to  liim, 
considered,  besides  Imng  a  vcot  for   thai 
of  feeling   in   his  beliulf  which   bod 
checked  iu  its  course.    ■ 

"  What !  is  )>e  the  man  that  made 
posure  of  bb  owo   ?i)lany  tu   tho 
one. 

*'  Away  with  liim,"  cried  aiwtlicr,  " 
um  I"  wltile  8  rodi  was  made  from  lh4 
execute  some  deed  of  Tcngeance  on  the 
Judas. 

"  Treat    hitn    gentlv, — treat    him 
friends !"  uttered  a  sarcastic  voice :  it  wfl 
the  youtig  barrister,  who,  aflur  having 
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of  OokfinUI,  and  expressed  h\s  hope  of  Genrnde't 
recovery,  IbUowec'  the  crowd  lo  the  oiiiskirls  oftlic 
town,  lie  left  Cm-lisle  that  day,  lo  pursue  his 
way  on  the  cireuic  nnd  to  renown.  So  here  we  bid 
him  farewell. 

And  now  to  return  to  Quandish.  Well  wotdd 
it  have  been  for  him  hitd  he  been  content  with 
having  brought  down  doom  on  hiti  laic  ciirmy  by  his 
testimony  ngainst  him,  nor  )utd  further  »oo{;ht  to 
glut  his  savngc  and  rancorous  nature  by  lurking 
before  tlie  scaffolcl,  to  witness  the  execution  of  t)iut 
doom  I  However,  (as  the  yonng  barrister  hod 
11  sliort  tinve  since  remarket!,)  tliLt  trait  tn  his  clm- 
ractcr  was  but  consistent  with  nil  its  other  maUg- 
naiil  attributes.  Bittrrly  did  he  suffer  for  this  rash 
gralificntton  of  ii  nuilicc  against  his  late  adrcr- 
snry,  and  which  he  cnrrii-d  «ven  l>eyond  the  grave 
— tlw  grave  to  which  he  himself  had  brouglit  him. 

Amidtt  the  taunts  and  execrations  of  the  mob^ 
he  was  hurried  nwnj  from  tl>e  square,  afraid  on  his 
own  pai-t  to  call  in  die  interposition  of  the  police, 
since  it  might  be  the  mcnns  of  consigning  him  to 
the  justice  from  which  he  hnd  such  strong  reasons 
for  shrinking.  To  leave  liim,  then,  to  their  tender 
mercies,  and  merely  to  Mate  that  they  did  not  de- 
sist from  nssailiiig  him  until  tlicy  left  him  for  dead 
by  a  lonely  tam-Mdc  amongst  the  mountains, — wc 
shall  return  to  Uic  spot  wlierc  Golvfield  was  now. 
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wonder  tlint  poor  Gcrtrudir,  who  had  more  discern- 
ment as  (o  hU  dmracler  lliai)  licnscir,  n-gnnlcd  bim 
with  the  di^uvt  tic  idonc  merited.  Unhappy  girl ! 
hers  has  been  a  bitter  doom.  Bear  Iter  gently, 
my  friends,  this  way.  How  her  beauty  is  wronged 
by  tlib  outrage — how  dimmed  I" 

So  saying,  Gokfidd,  adding  his  r^eis  to  tlwse 
of  the  good  old  mariner,  followed  the  train  that 
conducted  to  its  spot  of  destinntion^-flDd  accom- 
panied with  their  synipalbiui — tlic  bowed  lily — the 
scutterwl  gem— the  blighted  "  Bcanly"  of  Butter- 
mere. 
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"  Why,  lei  the  stricken  deer  go  weep. 
The  hart  tingattpd  play  ; 
For  some  must  watch  while  some  must  wfe 
So  runs  tlie  world  away," 
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beforchniit]  ^«i(ll  it  o»  ih«  way,  slie  vaa  deeply  and 
pninfiilly  affected. 

"  I'oor  girl  I  it  would  be  n  melanclioly  pleftsurv 
to  me  to  fcc  her  once  (igiiiii,  and  express  my  sin- 
cere condolence  wiili  her,  tlutt  mW  my  efforts  in 
behalf  of  her  unhappy  husbnnd  tltniikl  hwvc  b«n 
destinwl  by  Heaven  to  be  imavniling." 

So  fipcikc  this  estimable  lady,  wlm,  tliougli 
unongu  (be  high-born  dames  and  prinoeMM  of 
earth,  forgot  ilio  pndc  of  the  palace,  to  shed  a 
tear — a  feeling  tear — for  thesufferiiigsora  bumble 
rister;  and  wImhc  truest  nobility  was  the  liigb- 
mindedness  that  glows  in  tliv  gcncrotis  jself-npproval 
that  is  coitscious  of  doing  goo<l,  and  osuagin^  ilie 
pangs  of  suffering  humanity. 

Tito  wish  she  had  expressed,  of  once  again  seeing 
the  luckless  maiden  of  Butlcrmcrc,  was  no  rain  or 
fleeting  "breath;"  and  she  loolicd  forward  at  no 
very  distjmi  dity  in  limping  lier  coune  once  again 
to  the  mountain-regioti  wlncre  lbi«  lovely  flower 
drooped  Iveneaih  the  storm  of  her  ill  destinies — 
a  storm,  indeed,  not  less  fiei'ce  than  any  that 
gathered  over  her  native  erags  of  Melbreak,  Sltid- 
daw,  or  Uelvellyn. 

Nor  was  the  beaniiful  and  generous  DiiclicH  ihc 
only  one  that  felt  for  the  biHer  circuni^tnncei 
of  which  the  storm-bowtd  flower  of  Uuttermerc 
the    victim.      When    ber    next    visit    was 
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sympatny  tnai  was  letc  oy  m 
society ;  and  when  tlie  subje 
the  princely  table,  even  Jeli 
Stieridan,  bis  sallies ;  Fox,  1 
Hare,  bis  animated  discussioi 
card-playing ;  Bullock,  bis  k: 
the  mysteries  and  tricks  ol 
balances  of  bis  betting-book 
spectively  their  wit  or  their  wo 
language  of  the  heart  prevai 
unfortunate  circumstances  of 
and  the  too  tardy  reprieve. 

But  to  quit  Devonshire  anc 
repair  to  dwellings  where  w 
acquaintances  it  is  now  time  i 

It  was  in  a  house,  then,  siti 
hood  of  Gi'osvenor  Square,  i 
sician  called  to  visit  a  young 
his  patient  through  the  greate 
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his  IcAvc,  wlicn  her  father,  wIm)  hod  just  etitered 
the  drawiiig-Txwm,  Jnquiml,  ere  the  cekiirated 
Gnleii  rcirwitwl  down  stnir? — 

"  And  you  don't  thitilt  it  «'dl  hurt  her  to  go  out, 
then,  to  Ijidy  l!iild<-rion'ii  ihts  vvcniiig?" 

"  Not  at  »ll ;  if  she  feels  an  iiiclinatkm." 

"  And  as  lo  diet ;  I  presume  she  may  hare  OM 
glaak  of  wine  ?" 

"  Certainly !  certainly  V 

"  And  ynu  wi|!  ollnw,  piThnps,(i  YittU  change  in 
her  diet  ? — stie  U  gvtiitig  rn()K-r  tired  of  fricasseed 
chicken  and  lieer-leu  wety  duj." 

*■  Uy  all  means  I*  said  this  "  cnniforiing"  and 
acoommodniing  diticipioof  tlippocrate-t;  "  she  con 
have  any  little  thing  she  likc^  Her  liking  it, 
whatever  it  tnny  be,  will  be  no  small  proof  to  me 
that  it  iigreest  with  Iter  1" 

"  I  suppose  she  may  not  venture  on  ice,  or  one 
half-gtatis  of  chnmpagnc  ?" 

"  By  nil  means  I  by  all  means  I  If  it  is  agreeebls 
to  her,  it  cannot  be  prejudicial." 

"  The  upera  wtwild  lie  too  fiiiiguing  for  her  to 
encounter,  would  it  not,  ju^t  yet  ?" 

"  Not  fit  all ;  if  she  likes  il,  «nd  it  amuses  her. 
Kit  iimu»ea  her  mind,  it  will  do  iter  HyleHi  good, 
and  improve  also  her  bixhly  health,  as  a  conse- 
quence; the  mind  ami  the  corporeal  qualilie* 
act  reciprocally  on  each  otlier.     Hitherto  we  have 
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been  restoring  hrullli  and  tone  t>f  spii 
goraltng  tlie  fnimc;    and   wbo  coji 
*  sjmlein'  has  not  be«»  beneficial  ?     B\ 


tl>en. 


fair 


patient  cnii  gn  oat  ii 
ton's,  if  she  pleases, — yes,  aiid  not  deny 
opera,  ice,  champagtio — trbiitevcr  slie 
clinutiun  fori" 

So  faying,  die  pliyiucian  took  hb  Iva^ 
think  tl  will  be  alniont  needless  for  tts 
tince  ttie  reader  will  have  recognised 
dinracterisiic  "  spirit  of  aci'oiiimodatic 
was   no  other   than   our   wortli).-    rrict 
Ksdailc 

We  remember  lite  circumstance  or. 
been  summoned  from  his  former  place 
die  region  (if  his  favourite  cliar-tIo<JiIs, 
his  valuable  advice,  a  Doblo  invalid 
So  sgrct-ablc  to  this  noble  patient  was 
trmtmcnt  adoptvd  by  Doctor  Esflaile,  i| 
leas  out  of  Jii^r  gi^ittidc,  he  spreuil 
of  his  medical   adviser,   and   rccomnn 
ihrtnigltoui  die  wide  circle  of  hi*  diMlin^ 
induentiul  acquaintance.     The  result  wc 
good  friend  the  Doctor  and  lits  "  sj'bt*;r 
quite  die  rage.      Invalid*  found  th^ 
have  any  treatment  so  agreeable  as  tl 
"  aoconimodaiing"   no    less    than    "  p| 
physician. 
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The  principle  of  aJftpting  1m  treatment  u  niucb| 
to  lift:  uutes  of  his  patients  as  drcumsianccs  would' 
pennit,  was  at  once  as  pleasant  a  plan  for  the 
patient  as  it  iras  a  prudent  "  6j-stcm"  for  the  phy- 
sician. His  practice  incirascd  immensely;  so  that 
it  determined  him  on  fixing  liis  abode  in  town) — 
Bince  wenhh  wits  being  heaped  up  every  day,  and 
honour  wax  in  expectancy.  The  Code  tk  uxnti 
«ho«e  golden  maxims  we  hare  alTorded  iIk 
reader  in  an  earlier  portion  of  our  story,  had 
become  lo  &shionable  as  a  "  manual  of  health," 
that  it  Itad  actually  found  its  way  within  the  pre- 
cincu  of  the  roj-al  pnlwce;  and  in  his  dreams, 
the  happy  physician  would  see  ilie  imnge  of  a  cer- 
tiun  "tuinguinc-Oyed  hand"  l>eckoning  him  away 
to  meet  tlie  guerdons  which  honour  had  in  store  for 
him.  In  other  words,  he  looked  confidently  for- 
ward (o  being  made  a  bajxmet. 

Thus,  who  could  be  happier  or  more  ludccnrul 
titan  him«clf  ? — luid,  let  tis  add,  as  a  tribute  to  hiti 
worthy  character,  to  w)io«e  success  are  we  more 
glad  to  l>ear  witness? 

If  there  was  one  thing  he  regretlrd  amidst  all 
this  transport  of  success,  it  wn*,  Umi  hia  hand 
would  b<!  gelling  every  day  more  and  more  oat  ol 
pnuHtce  in  "  throwing  a  fly  V  But  what  of  tiiaiy 
There  must  be  some  little  hindrances  in  all  things 
to  the  complete  fiilnes*  of  human  satisfaction.  Antl 
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ton,  the  lady,  in  fact,  he  hml 
valescent;  but  on  berself  an 
up  to  tonn  for  the  "  season, 
to  apply  again  for  the  advio 
friend  Doctor  Esdaile,  to  oc 
of  the  fair  patient's  health, 
they  than  surprised  to  fin 
friend  now  become  "a  greal 
had  always  been  considered 
as  a  medical  adviser,  as  he 
humoured  as  a  man,  yet  lit 
Jinding  him  with  "  growin 
upon  him." 

Such,  Iiowever,  was  the  i 
commended  amongst  the  fi 
sufficient  to  induce  everybot 
to  a  kitchen,  or  up  to  on 
no  one  could  cure  him  so  wi 
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in  6iet,  it  wn  whUpcrcd  by  ihcMc  w)io  knew  the 
parties,  tlint  the  iiilertvt  tliat  our  rricnd  Efidaile 
.has  been  witnesHMl  n»  feeliiig  witJi  regard  to  tlie 
h«rew  of  Hlackuirn  was  likely  to  be  at  lengtli 
avowed  by  an  oHer  of  Itis  hand. 

But  ihU  was  at  present  but  an  "on-dit,"  and  it 
must  rcmaiii  for  a  litde  white  longer  uDCcrtom  how 
far  such  report  «as  justifiable  or  not.  We  will  not 
anticipate  the  conclusion  further  tluui  to  ofaMerve 
that  Mr.  Lawton  felt  very  warmly  the  kindne«s  niid 
nttcniion  hi*  <*  old  friend  FJtd^le"  hiu)  slM-wn  his 
(laughter  throughout  her  iiidispnsiiion ;  and  the 
fair  Ijium  hentelf,  too,  would  acknowiixlgc  tliat 
she  felt  fully  sensible  of  his  extreme  attention. 

If  tliis  arowal  does  not  wear  the  complexion  of 
*<  encouragement"  of  addresses,  we  do  not  kimw 
what  does)  But  to  follow  the  sicps,  or  rather 
carriage  whecl»,of  our  physician,  to  the  next  patient 
whom  ho  went  to  we  in  the  round  of  his  sanatory 
visitation. 

Thtx  patient  was  tra  other  than  Mr.  Ilowbiggen, 
who  had  been  rapidly  "breaking  up"  of  late;  and, 
in  fact,  our  plnlowphical  physician,  in  going  to 
visit  him,  could  not  help  feeling  how  m<'lanchoIy 
and  futile  were  all  eJIbns  to  potch  up,  preserve, 
and  prolong  the  span  of  frail,  pcnthnble,  mortal 
clay,  when  Kalufc  luid  once  set  her  Keal  of  growing 
ilixwluiion  on  it.  (.N* all  men,  physicians  must  be 
»  2 
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klivc  lu  itie  meUncboly  truth   what 
shadowH  wv  nre.     Our  light  t>f  lift-,  is 
dubious,  diiftiiig,  and  evanescent  m  a  i 
wall  secit  beneath  the  iitful  glare  of  tc 
With  fvcliiigs  and  reflections  akin 
UaWii  K|)ed  onwanU  tu  see  the  old  cyr 
giowI«il,  indeed,  mechanical  ly,  as  we  Uiij 
anon,  Inil  whose  growling^  were  fasi 
lidc  imo  n  niunnur — a  brcntfa — silent 

This  tlK>ut;lit  uloue  willuuike  us  feci  I 
since  hfe'ii  span  is  so  fleeting,  of  leitinj 
*'  dream"  Ik  as  cheerful  and  lively  ns 
even  iEdiitnppoinimeut  punish  u«.  {m 
vith  Uowbij^en.)  yet,  let  us  nut  put 
atill  worse,  by  fuifering  this  soi%  to  rat 
univental  gangrene  of  the  mind,  rendfrinjj 
atmiMphere  of  our  socinl  existence  DO'S 
Npii-tng  plii^ue. 

On  rolled  tbc  chnriui;  and  to  duxxoc 
ilie  notice  of  men  (duu't  start,  reader  !] 
riithcr  ascend,  according  to  Byron,  vrl 
"dog*  are  our  belters  far."     Well;  bj 
tlie  carriftgc  trolled  a  dug,  not  of  tbo  T 
Ilungarinn  sptcics,  generally  used  i 
but  aqundrtipfd  vrtitch  by  its  shaggy  ' 
coal  wc  recognise  as  pour  Gertrude's  i 
honot  nryan. 
'*  Foot  dumb  Iwnimal  I"  vrould  excL 
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who  is  also  aa  old  acquaintance  of  ours  and  the 
reader ;  "  hv  don't  thrive  so  well  m  this  town, 
here,  ns  he  did  when  he  bent  up  water-fowl  in  the 
sedge*  by  Derweniwater  side  or  along  Buttermere. 
Bless  you  I  I've  seen  him  start  many  a  coote,  moor- 
hen, and  diver,  while  th«  Doctor,  his  master,  was 
&-fltnging  his  *  fly'  hard  by.  O  Lord  I  O  Lord  1 
if  I  don't  iniiis  the  country  an  much  ns  Bryan  does .' 
And  tliough  it  was  somowhat  liard  work  carrying 
luggage  from  Kctwick  to  Butlermere,  nc-roas  that 
towering  pull  of  a  hill,  yet,  'dnng  it  I*  I  loves  the 
place,  sihI  often  wImIh-s  to  be  back  again." 

'llie  voices  timt  uilered  liiis  Htrain  of  moruliiting 
was  Uutt  (as  the  reader  Ims  perhaps  anticijiaied)  of 
lioiicit  Jock,  ei-devani  Butlermere  carrier.  This 
forlorn  worthy  we  remember  being  cost  on  the 
wide  world,  subsequently  to  his  leaving  tlic  service 
of  liatflcld  under  tltc  name  of  Itenmore,  nnd  pro- 
ceeding to  '*  Lunnun"  to  look  for  a  place. 

If  Jock  came  up  to  London  forlorn,  much  more 
so  became  he  when  he  sought  in  vain  "  lor  a  situ- 
ation." He  wa»  wandering  discon-solatvly  along  the 
stroL-t,  one  tiny,  when  a  gentleman  put  hti  hesil  out 
ut  the  window  of  u  carriage,  and  called  lo  hun  by 
name. 

Jock  raised  hts  rufine  numskull,  and  gaped  round 
In  ll»e  direction  of  the  voice, — when,  lo  and  l)ehold, 
he  recognised  in  the  traits  of  tl»e  gentleman  who 


ceed  to  his  bcnuc,  loM  lit| 
installed  nnd  livened,  m  > 

Jock's  ilelight    wns 
be  thus   miraculously  st 
pltoe,"   but  be  found, 
doctor's  bouse,  sorae 
lilt-  tlmnwiics.     Nor 
with  Oiu  recogiiiUon  of ; 
but  a  "  poor  dumb 
to  greet  his  old   acqua 
into  a  funily  of  whidi 
Dfw;   "  m  much  as   if  (Uj 
wor  a  CbristiaD."    Jock  i 
da;  inseparable  coinpanic 
dog  was  unable  to  receiv 
caresses  as  fbrraerly,  Ik  tl 
to  Jock,  w))o  supplied  the 

Accordinglv,  as  Jock 
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to  tliese  minor  <*  draniatU  perMHiic,"  we  wUl  pro- 
ceed with  die  progress  i>r  (lie  pbyxiciui  and  our 
story  St  tlte  same  lime. 

The  hour  being  now  at  hand  of  his  arrirnl  to 
see  bis  patient  Mr.  Ilowblg^n,  be  was  looked  for 
by  that  careful  and  expectant  spinster,  Miss  Hei^ 
Howbiggcn. 

"  I  suppottc,"  she  said,  as  sbu  poarcd  out  for  her 
invalid  brotlier  n  tumbler  of  orgeat, — "  I  suppose 
)-ou  Itavc  Itcaitl  ibe  report  iis  to  Doctor  Es- 
daUe  r 

"No, — what? — gone  ' salmon-fishing '  up  tlie 
Thames? — ughl — or  what?"  for  at  the  «ra  now 
in  view,  the  Tlismcs  trns  famous  for  its  salmon, 
and  we  might  bare  said  with  Flui-Ucn  of  tbe  river 
Wye,  "  there  is  goot  salmons  in  iL" 

"  Ko,  not  exactly  this ;  but  llint  he  is  appointed 
Icing's  physician,  and  is  to  be  made  a  bturoneL" 

*'  Ugh  \ — umph  1 — ever)'  one  is  made  «  barooet 
now-a-d«ys,  wIm  is  in  favour  at  court,  or  can  lend 
gorcrnmctit  any  money.  You  may  buy  titles  of 
Pitt  AS  you  may  buy  gilt-g^i>gerbread  in  a  fair  F — 
Ugb  !-umph  I" 

**  It  is,  b<^uig  your  pardon,  my  good  brotfaer 
Tobtai,  a  feather  in  bis  cap, — and  a  wGll-mcritcd 
reward  too;  for  )w  is  a  very  estimable  as  well  as 
clerer  person." 

•'  May  be  so !"  growled  tlic  cynic ;   *<  I  was 
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always  ncV  of  his  preu-nded  '  sjrstem.* 
iJoes  better,  perhnps,  by  ccceittricity 
aalitv,  or,  to  speak  plainly,  '  ijiuickery^ 
Hoy   other   pUn, — ugh  I     Thi:  stupul, 
Hlwnys  gapa  at  niiytliing  in  the  sbape 
and  will  rui)  cnzy  dier  llic  giratost  imf 
as  the  gulled  dolts  fancy  tbi>y  have 
thiiig  new.     L'gii  I     lie  never  cured  me 

"  And  who  ever  coold  cuie  you  ? 
pturdon,"  rrplinl  Miss  Howbig}^),   in 
tone  of  vxpostuluttoti  as  she  could,  fear 
tatv  him  by  n  less  gentle  style  of  rvmi 
"  Who  could  ei-cr  cure  that  sad  fnftAili 
which  you  have  so  long  laboiu^  ?     He  lis 
thousands  of  others — Mb*  I.awton,  for . 
amongst  tlie  rest." 

"  Glad  of  it ;  they  are  forluiuite  in  get 
that  is  all, — little  tiianks,  I  lake  it,  are  dt 

-ughr 

"  Ah,  poor  Laura  Lawton  t   she 
small  shock  from  the  drcunisiances 
name  was  u>  wotind   up  with    tl>e   si 
fatltei-'s  former  'guest,'    and,    aa   the 
have  it,  her  admirer  at  one  time  t     1 
is  much  indebted  to  the  assiduity  and 
Dr.  Ewluile  for  her  recovery." 

"  L^gh  !  tJiot  may  be.    Meantime,  yourj 
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to  thestoi^  of  ihat  person,  who  it  seems  took  us  all 
ia  so,  rcmiads  me  of  a  lesson  resulting  Irom  it, 
which  I  trust  you  will  not  forget." 

"A  lesson  ? — what  ktoon  ?— nm  /,  pniy,  it  (brger  ? 
or  want  k-ssons  to  li<Tp  me  from  llm  gallown?" 
said  Miss  Ilowliiggvii,  with  a  milicr  indigiiatit  iixw 
of  thv  head. 

'*  Not  exactly  I  Rut  you  may  Itqim  iwt  to 
meddiv  or  intvH'crv  with  [M:r(on!(  about  wiram  you 
know  nothing.  Tu  this,  I  may  odd,  that  it  is  to 
you  this  man  ow<j«  h!»  d«nlh.  You  set  the  '  hound* 
Quandith  on  llie  K^iil  fur  him  on  both  occasion^, 
both  III  Huitermerv  and  aj;ain  in  town  here-  — "« 
"  'Ilia  is  too  bad  '." 

— "  And  all  to  gratify  a  vain,  idle,  impertinent 
(excuse  me,  it  is  the  &ct}  inclination  for  prating, 
and  the  grBtirication  of  mere  curiosity.  It  mu  you 
led  llm  Quamlinh-  on  the  pursuit  (u  Lord  Balder- 
ton's " 

i*ray,  lu)w  WW  I  to " 

— "Goudlxirdl  g(>o(II.ordI  what miKhicT arises 
often  from  whnt  trilling  causes.  Througli  your  idle 
curiosity,  this  man,  that  IhkI  oiitwiitetl  ko  many 
clever  hends,  was  nt  length  oonstgiieid  to  doom, — 
ugh  I  So  it  haa  been  ever  xince  the  world  began  : 
ilie  merest  trifles  and  aeci<lenls  have  produced  ilw 
mo»i  weighty  results.  Why,  il  was  o  woman'* 
gr»tiQeation  of  her  palate  that  lost  ParwIiM:." .... 


endeavoured,  tiom>v«r,  to  qn 
tjoiis  of  sdr-rcproach,  lu  riiej 

"  Good  gnvcious  !  Wm 
man  was  fbnnd  amenable  toj 
try  ?    Dear  me  t  what  dif 
mentioning    the    circitmst 
gill  bebg    like  Hatfield 
Could  it  alter,  pray,  the 
or  not  ?" 

'rite  weaker  and  more 
wa^  with  vrhicb  the  lacilly 
strove  to  quiet  licr  conscicnt 
feel,  wns  the  ftircc  oi'  her 
rcproor.   But  to  leave  her,  aiuii 
who  was  now  in  company 

"  All  I  putsc  a  little  quit 
dan,  M  he  looked  at  hi^ 

lilts  was  tha  e0^ 


.aiuil 
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"Ugb,  is  it?"  rqjlicd  the  cj-nic.  "I'm  glad 
to  bear  it.  I  )um1  scarcely  any  pulse  at  all  thb 
morning  when  I  got  up." 

**  Oh !  we  are  doing  beuer,  (loubtless,"  observed 
llie  pliy&ician,  wIk),  iliough  lie  could  KiliMvbly  well 

iiess  the  diseased  cause  of  this  *' aggravation"  of 
the  pulse,  was  willing  to  speak  as  cbeeringly  as 
pu»iblc  to  his  patient.  "  We  arc  stronger  and 
belter — much !— the  orgeat  sod  die  bccf-tea  seem 
to  agree  well  with  us.  Notliing  better  for  the 
chest  thtu)  iIh:  first — nothing  more  streiigtheaing 
for  the  sy>ten)  than  Uii;  lojt;  betides,  you  like  them 
better,  I  tJiink,  than  anything  else,  and " 

*'  Therefore,  I  suppose,  lliey  are  the  best  things 
l_2  ouuld  have, — 'he,  he  I  Oh  I  I  know  whni  you 
tve  to  sMy,  my  worthy  Doctor.  Not  all  your 
becf-tca  and  oigeail  cut  prolong  lim  lease  of  my 
life  another  ycor." 

**  Anodier  year  ?"  ihouglit  il»e  physician ;  "  no, 
nor  another  week,  perliaps, — nor  even  another 
twenty-four  hours  T  Ub  tronU,  Itowever,  to  his 
patient  were  more  encouraging : 

"  Oh  dear  I  do  not  talk  in  tliis  gloomy  »tyle,  my 
dear  Sir.  I  repeat  it,  we  are  mudt  better  to-day, 
singularly  improved,  mimI    ■  ■-" 

"  Uli,  pooh  ! — stuQ'  and  nonsense  I"  interrupted 
tlie  testy  patient,  wlio  we  remember  always  evinced 
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unmetuc  impatiuicc    at   any  encot 
sentation  uf  his  condition,  as  if  be  renll] 
being  a  valetudinarian  and  ill.     "  Ob, 
always  talk  in  this  nay,  unU  try  to  pc 
he  is  well  irlicn  lie  pprluips  has  oot  a  we 
bim I — ihis  is  tlic  old  stor)." 

"  My  ikar  Mr.  llowbiggcn,  do  oot  i 
self,  1   beg  of  your  said   tlic  ptiy»c 
and  really  concerned  to  see  hu  lv*ty 
liimxeir  m  mvcU  mtMrhieT  by  needlvsslj 
himself,     fiat  this  gentle  reawHistnincc  ' 
avail,  for  the  dyspeptic,  and  we  may 
man,  continued  to  vent  hb  cbaracicrislM: 
and,  illustrative  of  lii«  "ruling  pusioa 
deadt,"  proceeded  lo  grumble  on — 

"  I^haw  I  you  luivc  always  declared 
care  me.     You  pretended  to  do  what  1 
you  was  impossible — yu — you—" 

But  here  tlie  nick  man  suddenly 
bis  cbair,  exhausted  by  the  efTorts  into  ' 
'  sple«D  bad  forced  hrni.     Dr.  liUdaile  imt 
(he  bcli  in  some  alnnn,  and  kummoned 
biggvn  once  again  lu  the  side  of  tier  brot 
chair,  rcoomniending  be  should  be   iost 
moved  to  bed,  and  saying  be  coiild,  be  fe 
no  avail  in  recruiting  cxhatisted  nutur 
than  by  th«  renedieB  Iw  bod  already 
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After  having  se^n  Iim  pstieat  reiDorcd  to  his 
bi^rooin.  and  begging  Mtu  HowbifQ^n  to  dis- 
patch a  laeseage  to  him  instantly,  in  case  any  more 
serious  crisis  sitould  arrive,  the  Doctor  took  his 
Icarc,  not  lioldiiig  out  much  liopc  to  her  of  her 
brotttcr's  recovery. 

"  He  slveps  now,"  suit)  tlie  physician,  in  a  anb 
ducd  tone    "  Sliould  a»ylltiiig  occur  to  increase 
your  uLurui,  I  shall  Im  at  Lord  Balderion'c ;  tend 
for  me  there;    I  will  lose  no  time  in  coming  to 
you." 

So  saying,  the  physician  took  hb  leave,  ■nd  at 
tl»e  due  period  reptured  to  Lord  Balderton'K  to 
dinner,  where  Mr.  and  Miss  Lawton  were  to  be 
guau>  They  and  die  rest  of  the  party  had 
arrived,  with  the  exception  of  Mist  I^Iowbiggeo, 
who^  as  «re  hare  seen,  was  more  painfully  em- 
ployed tlian  in  dining  out, — when  the  att<:ntwn  of 
all  was  called  to  the  announcement  by  tlie  semmt 
into  tlie  drawing-room,  of  *'  Sir  Richard  K»- 
daile." 

In  fact,  the  patent  for  conferring  ibc  "  degree 
of  a  baronet  to  himself  and  the  heirs  mule  of,"  Sic. 
had  been  that  day  graciously  granted  to  the  estim- 
able no  less  llian  fortunate  physician ;  and  sin- 
cere atiil  uuiverud  wcrv  tlic  congratnlntions  ofTereil 
htui  by  tlie  group  whom  he  now  met. 

By  none  were  they  more  heartily  expi-csscd  than 


I 


1 

1 

^^^^^     too  «xpreswd  lienelf  mo 

^^^^         tliat  her  couun  Miss  Ha 
ihe  party  wm  iu  consequer 
awn. 

"Nay,"  said   Sir  Rid 
minaic  to  be  sumDHHied 
poor   cynical  friend,  for 
dyspepna,  I  always   cbett 
spect  and  cetcem.    He  of 
diau-i!>c«,  from    tlic   mert 

1                      aironlol  liini  lo  do  so,  nul 
uncharitable  fiKltng.     On 
from  us,  we  will  look  leciie 

'                          So  spoke  tlte  benerolei 

witlidritwnl  of  the  ladies,  tlieoc 
by  Lord  Bidderton's  congfl 
on  having   got  his  hill  ^| 
improving  the  line  of  roacnl 

^^^        tract     His.iordflhip  had.  "Jaj 
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proTcmetit  which  has '  germinated'  forth  widi  soch 
'  radtcal'  bcnvGts,  and  such  '  radiant  and  fructify- 
ing* n»«Il«." 

Sir  Itichanl  could  hardly  Ibrbeer  a  smile  at  the 
nniusing  jumble  of  metnphor  that  duraetttisedi 
ns  uKiuil,  his  lordship's  "  peculiar"  style,  as  he  ob- 
served, looking  IV  grave  ns  he  could — 

"  Yes,  indcvd,  my  l-ord,  the  neighbourhood  of 
Borrodailc  luid  Koiwick  in  really  seriously  indebted 
to  our  friend  Mr.  lawlon's  efTorU  at  improving 
the  lines  of  communication.  We  were  afraid  at 
one  time,'*  he  continued,  exhibiting  o  little  of  his 
favourite  inclination  to  banter,  "  that  be  would 
littve  been  m  indefatigable  ns  to  '  improve'  away  all 
the  beauties  of  the  route;  but  he  has,  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  agreeably  surprised  us,  and  improved 
away  the  defects." 

"  On  my  word.  Sir  Richard,  you  pay  me  a  com- 
pliment I"  said  the  lord  of  Rlacktarn,  sipping  his 
clnrct.  **  Al>cm  ! — ay  I  1  well  remember  mention- 
ing, amongst  other  projected  improvements,  Uiis 
plan  of  mine  for  improving  the  Borrodaile  route  to 
that  singular  clinractcr — Hatlicldr' 

"  Ood  blaas  me  !"  exclaimeil  his  metaphorical 
lordship, — "singular  chsracier,  indeed  I  You  rosy 
well  soy  so.  To  (hink  that  in  tl>e  breast  of  8  dis- 
guised criminal  ^tould  '  lurk'  ami  '  well  forth'  the 
superior  powers  tJiat,  as  the  private  secretary  of  a 
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ship,  a  "vivid  drawtMck"  on  ihe  convenwiion  for 
this  ijrief  interval.  WoocUliind  turned  to  n  pocticaJ 
friciHl  Kitting  next  liim,  antl  remarket! — 

**  I  declure  I  never  bud  ii  more  sgrcenble  ten 
minutes'  conversation  with  iiny  one  than  with  the 
ining  old  Mr.  Jackson,  by  the  nide  of  Winder- 
mere. You  had  jui>t  l«ft  us,  I  remecnl>eT,  to  pro- 
ceed to  town  about  the  publication  of  your  new- 
poem  ;  and  really,  with  regard  to  this  subject. 
I  may  congratulate  you  on  having  received 
tlie  approbation  which  is  your  desert,  considering 
how  bitter  and  malignant  is  the  vein  of  criticism  in 
these  times.  I  admire  the  poem  very  much ;  the 
actiwi  is  vivid  and  varied,  and  the  colouring  highly 
poetical — nay,  grand." 

"  Vou  &peak  with  the  partiality  and  kindness  of 
a  friend  and  brother  writer,"  replied  Routhmore; 
for  il  was  himself.  "  Alas  !  1  know  myself,  and 
feel  iliai,  from  the  habits  of  solitude  I  have  been 
accustomed  to  throughout  the  csrlier  stage  of 
manhood,  I  have  indulged  more  in  pursuing 
images  lliat  my  reading  supplied,  or  my  fancy 
conjured  up,  than  studied  the  workings  of  the  human 
heart,  and  the  more  true  aiul  faithriil  pictures  of 
liie.  But  to  reuirn  to  the  period  when  tlib  Jack- 
sou—" 

But  here  tlte  reminiscences  of  the  brother  bards 
were  broken  off  by  the  rising  of  tiie  rest  of  the 
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dreU-t  a»  Uiere  w»  now  a  gcnnai 
words  Uie  (Irawing-room,  to  rejoia 
"  A   delightful    improrcrnvni," 
Lawlon  to  Lndy  UaUJvrtODi  "  this  glirm-il 
iag  into  ilic  coiuervatory,— deligfatfut  1 
the  tl  rawing- rootn  a  perfect  pRradiae. 
dear,  I   doit't   think  we   have  any 
Blackom  of  so  lar^  a  size  as  that  ;* 
rected  hvr  attention  to  one  in  particular ; 
urns  cf^»ged  in  oonrGrsation  with  Sir 
daile,  and  sotwcrod  mcrcl;  by  a  sntil 
aaaenl  to  the  appeal  to  her. 
Lady  Baklcrton  rcpUed — 
"  Yes,  indeed ;  the  alteration 
ders  the  room  nwn;  chcerfu!- 
or  candle  light,  as  no<r.     But  whalj 
ing  so  particularly  T 

"  Bless  me  P  observed  our   Bti 
'*  I  have  now  made  a  dbcover^ ;" ' 
the  two  poets  who  were  startding  on 
of  Lady  Baldcrton,  cooTcndng  with 
miring  the  gaioly  find  bloom  of  the  i 
*■  I  perceive  now  why  it  is  yon  pocis  i 
to  tlw  epiUiet,  '  blue  biUs.'*' 

'•Indeed!"  replied  WoodsUnd, 
colouring  is  perhaps  only  in  Guicy;  il 
illuHioti,  notliing  more." 
"  I  b<^  j*o«r  pardoo,"  replied  the  < 
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phiiosf^her,  solemnly ;  "  it  is  th«  dfect  of  light. 
But  only  see  how-  little  things  may  be  brought  lo 
prove  and  illastrnto  the  lofticsl  nnd  grandesi  phe- 
nomena? I  wos  looking)  for  instance,  at  those 
dark  green  letivei  under  tlie  lump,  and  k)  and 
bcltoUl  1  they  urorca  tint  perfectly  cerulean — a  lorcly 
azure.  It  b  tlie  eft'ect  (ahem  I)  of  a  combinaiiun  of 
the  yelk>w  light  of  the  himp  witit  tlw  green  lint  of 
the  leaf: — w  the  hills  that  you  call  blue  wear  that 
appearance  under  the  golden  lustre  of  the  mighty 
tamp  of  day,  as  il  blends  and  harmonizes  witli  tlie 
green.  The  eiTcct  of  light,  as  influencing  colour, 
it  thus  witnessed  (abom  I)  in  the  petty  iniiiance  be- 
fore us,  tu  plainly  and  satb&ctorily,  (ohero  I)  as  in 
■tiw  grander  instance  of  your  *  blue  hills.' " 

*'  Upon  my  word,  very  philceophicaJ  and 
clever  r  olMwnetl  Sir  Kidiard,  wlto  had  advanced 
to  the  spot,  on  seeing  his  wortiiy  Bluektam  friend 
descanting  with  such  appureiii  grnTity  and  interest 
on  (he  fttTourite  ilieme  of  what  be  was  pleased  to 
call  experimental  pliilosopliy. 

*■  Not  only  luu  Mr.  Lawion  spoken  philow 
phically,  but  poetically,  too,"  observeil  Routh- 
more.  "  Nay,  he  has  justified  us  poets  in  the  use  of 
Ui  fpiiliet  which  was  adopted  wiiliout  much  eonsi* 
deration  of  the  '  philosophical'  reasons  hr  its  pro- 
priety." 
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Hi;  smiled  ns  be  spoke,  and  ii&  ibotigh^ 
irony  linctuieil  bis  remark,  at  tl>e  expct 
lov«T  of  ituiirovcincru  «mt  experiment, 

A  smile,  pwttibly,  played  upon  the  cwn 
of  all  present,  witb  the  same  eKoracteris 
was  DOtbing  in  comparison  lu  (be  smile  i 
whicb  defied  all  irony  of  the  philosopher' 
and  be  wa*  about  to  deftcant  furllier  on  tbet 
of  Lady   Bald«r«>w'«  conserTatory,  whea^ 
was  thrown  orcr  the  circle  by  tlie  onti 
domestic  wiih  a  note  for  Sir  Uicbard, 
of  whicb  he  mode  known,  and  iben  inste 
drew.     His  immediate  alteodancc  was  n< 
the  bed-side  of  Mr.  Howbiggen ;  and 
roust  accompany  the  pby*idaa  «i  bis 
oommissioii. 

Softly  he  entered  the  dying  man's 
Howbij$;cn  was  supportuig  his  hi-ad  in 
ss  Itc  feebly  drew  the  breadi  that  was  fast) 
cTcr.     The  bae  of  dciilh  was  on  bis  br 
wu*  fallen :  his  eye  withoat  spemilntioTi 
(ion  of  objects.     He  knew  not  Um-  pbysi 
appTOaclwd.     He  bad  been  delirious  a| 
Sir  Richard  was  sent  for,  aud  still  malt 
bcTcnl  nenteucra,  as  roi«y  dreams  viigt 
before  the  dying  sense.     '*  U»t  —  i 
miniHer — Giro  me  bock — gi^c 
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Thoj'  wailed  \o  bcnr  whni  further  syllable 
slwuld  cucnpe;  but  tlimigl)  ilic  lipt  scvm«tl  in  act 
to  ctiimcIntL*,  iJie  voice  wu  wuiled  for  in  vain. 
Ilie  cynic's  soul  had  fled  while  bis  lipi  rntimiDredi 
to  ihc  lust  moment  of  life,  (iH-ir  morbid  tale  ordi»> 
appoiotcd  views. 

It  wac  tbc  "  phantom  "  of  tliu  seir-puniahed 
man  that  now  was  supporti-d  in  tlic  arms  of  )ier 
wIhi  had  lung  bt-^n  tlie  kind  companion  of  Im  dis- 
tempered day,  and  hud  shewn,  whate%-cr  Iht  foibles 
bikI  Timttics  might  bu,  much  foi'bvnrancc  and  sisterly 
regard  for  the  lute  frulftd  arul  sick-tnindcd  being, 
whose  bcitef  qualitivs  w«  hare  alreodj-  done  justice 
to,  in  the  kind  words  which  our  friend  8ir  Rictuinl 
Estlailc  expressed  of  hint  at  Lord  Baldenon's. 

To  draw  a  veil,  then,  over  ibc  j::rim  picture  of 
death)  no  less  ihnn  the  imperfections  of  tlic  deceased, 
we  will  proceed  to  gratify  at  once  tlic  reader's 
curiosity  to  leitrn  how  far  tl>e  "  on-dits"  relative  to 
the  surmised  nuptials  uf  Sir  Richard  and  Miss 
Lawtoii  were  right  or  olherwiite. 

In  a  word,  ihey  were  an  the  present  oociutiDn  luip- 
pily  vcn'fH-d,  hy  this  interesting  event  taking  pUce, 
nt  Mr.  Ijiwlun'a  residence  in  town,  at  no  vtry  great 
di&tance  of  time  from  that  just  referred  ic>;  after 
which  event  be  rclnrncd  to  BUicktarn,  which  was 
now,  however,  beonme  a  perfect  solitude  to  bim 
unce  it  was  deprit-ed  of  the  presence  of  Lnura,  of 
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wltotn  he  was  devoledl;  (bail.     lie 
an  earnest  request  to  hts  son-in-law 
his  mind  to  ()uit  lA>iHion,and  take  up< 
cnttn-ly  at  Blocktam.     He  added  u  : 
mcndmion  tn  the  postscript,  which  wu- 

"  You  have  forgotten  to  throw  a 
time,  and  I  am  sore  will  not  be  sorry  to  1 
hsnd  in  again ;  for  the  nwers  and  br 
tlian  «ver  of  char — the  finest  foil  can ' 
And  the  imprDv«n)Gnt5  at  BUcfctam  arc  ( 
immense  !  So  pny  make  op  your  mini)  i 
down  Willi  Laura  M  as  early  an  opf 
can  fix." 

Such  was  the  postscript  to  the  wor 
ton's  letter:  nor  did  it  want  an  adroc 
iu  suit  in  Laura- 

In  u  word}  as  soon  as  Sir  Richard  was] 
a  good  grace  and  due  respet-t  to  his  rojl 
to  gire  up  his  "  very  succosful  and 
career"  in  towm  he  ooqoiesced  in  the 
Mr.  Lawton  and  Lady  Eadaile.     Nor  i 
pent  his  step,  for  be  went  with  the 
mission  and  kind  rcmemhrauccs  of 
when  he  hod  left  the  din,  and  moil, 
of  the  great  Babylon  (and  of  the  world  at 
hind  him,  to  meet  the  eloquent  joy  of  i 
the  peaceful  murmur  of  his  favourite  broo^ 
truly  happy.     Happier  yet  wo*  he. 
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met  by  tlic  smile  of  Laurti,  as  he  recognised  in  her 
a  partner  in  the  content  and  cheerfulness  of  bewt 
he  experienced. 

Jock  really  grinned  with  so  sincere  a  SHiut&ctioii 
at  the  first  indmation,  on  the  part  of  his  master, 
of  his  intended  return  to  their  nadvc  wilds,  that 
the  poor  fellow's  wliolc  face  was  but  one  nti- 
coutti  grin — II  "  stcreotj'pw!"' grimace,  diul  it  wji* 
amusing  no  less  than  ■'  delightful"  to  belkold  1 

Br^-an,  too,  was  conscious  of  a  bustle  and  sdr, 
and  harked  and  ran  about,  partaking  of  the  universal 
excitement ;  but  be  barked  wiUi  a  true  conscious- 
ness of  the  cause  of  pleasure,  when  be  onec  again 
Ibund  himself  trotting  by  the  side  of  bi»  masici*, 
along  tlie  «edgy  t>anks  oTmeer  and  streamlet,  siari- 
ing  the  utray  bittern  from  her  nest,  or  darting  joy- 
ously into  the  flood,  after  coolc  or  mallard,  Uiut 
skimmed  the  ptaslied  wave  with  eager  cry  and 
outstretched  throat  to  avoid  him. 


CHAPTER  3 


'  Her  madneu  ma  a  beun  of  light. 
Which  dftwned  through  the  rent  h 
Which  might  nol  be  withstood." 

"  Tfaii  i)  tb«  (limt  rilb 
Rao  on  the  green  award.  Nothing 
But  imacki  of  lomethbg  greater  il: 
Too  Doble  for  tbta  place  1" 


There  are  passages  in  our 
occupy  us  for  a  brief  period,  ei 
and  which  took  place  previous 
which  our  pi*eceding  chapter  e 
tion  of  these  passages  we  acco 
selves,  in  the  fulfilnieiit  of  our 

Some  months,  then,  had  eli 
lancholy  occurrences  had  tal 
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It  is  witli  indandioty  intnvst  tliat  we  retrttcv 
the  spot  wliccv  wc  meet  llii.-in,  since  it  was  lliat 
wlicrc  Gertriidc  Cini  ulrane  on  us  in  bcr  t>c»uty. 
SVc  cnn  pi<.'tur<.-  her  lu  site  stood,— -bia-  glMiUoiiii:, 
her  guiklcw  In-iin  smiling  ihrinij;h  her  unclouded 
brow ;  the  iiglit  i^  love  sbedding  a  vet  brighter 
hutre,  to  augrDent  that  in  which  her  beuiQ' 
had  alreadj-  enshrined  her.  But  now,  bow 
altered  I 

If  the  haunu  of  Loch  Katrine  and  the  Troi- 
uchs,  ai  a  biter  period,  brought  so  many  volnries 
lu  liie  »cait:  where  the  spirit  of  the  "  Lake  Lady" 
presided,  while  tbc  world  bowed  before  t]ic  spell 
of  the  wiznrd-minRlrel  that  >ummoned  it  there, — 
not  less,  in  proportion,  was  lU  dexirc  manifested, 
though  blent  with  feclingKof  a  more  piiinfiil  curi- 
osil}-,  to  visit  the  wild  haunts  of  Htillt^miere. 

Muiiy  a  foot  3«ughl  to  track  the  scenes  where 
the  "  Beauty  of  Buttermerc"  lind  trod  a  jinth  of  so 
much  hitler  intermt.  Ttiai  anxiely  lo  cjitcb  a 
glimpse  of"  tlie  Beuoly,"  to  which  wc  have  at  an 
earlier  period  of  our  bumble  nwinorial  borne  wit- 
ness, was  now  indeed  augmented, — and  front  how 
unhappy  a  cause  1  The  "  Beauty  of  Bultcnnvrv" 
and  her  JimutifKcioiis  fotc  were  in  every  inoulh. 

The  party  uf  pcraoiis  alrendy  mentioned  were 
engaj^  in  conrenaiion  on  the  all-engrossing  topic, 
as  they  stood  oa  the  height  looking  towards  the 

rot,  in.  o 


Tlie  very  wiltlDes  oriBecoui 
cbanii  of  its  beauty;  ami  tlii 
oonipanicd  by  il>i;  graceful 
wbicli  fioatctl  looselv  r< 

« 

than  i-flrtlily  lit^bmcss,  as 
tbcm  to  be,  in  their  mitigli 
tioti.     It  tiecnieti  ns  if  soidi 
nnil  lovely  huint  around  tb< 
upon  ilieir  sight,     llm  soft 
rrooi  ibc  wBtiTK  of  tlic  mrxTi 
riant  goidai  lockK,  that  fli 
ei  titer  side. 

Tlie  vwion-like  illusion 
them  presented,  wnx  aided 
(Micnie  pnlcncssof  tliti  brow; 
tbe  form,  im  it  floated  pdfl 
the  eranescence  of  a  vision's  St 
nultutice  of  that  pure  pnle 
cljcck-took — bow  ii  touched 


i 
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"  A  heiiTCnly  being,  in  truih  T  nid  a  ytmag 
man,  eminent  lor  hh  diiiinguixlieit  {wnmti  and 
'handsome  fauures  luldmsing  ilie  l»dy  next  him : 
it  was  Horace  \^elinoiit,  cominotily  called  the 
"  haniUome  liorace."  "  1  never  saw  n  more 
charming  ol>ject,"  )>e  coniinucd,  "  or  a  lovelier 
oouulenance — unless  it  were  jour  Grace's  1" 

"  Good  HoavnDs  !  is  it  possible  (hiit  this  can  be 
die  face  of  the  once  blooming  and  cheerful  '  Maid 
of  Butlerntere  ?' "  exclainted  the  Duchess,  for  it 
was  indeed  Iter  Grace  of  Devonshire,  who  bad 
fuLRIlvd  Iter  proniiwe  of  once  agnin  coming  to  see 
Gcrtnule.  '*  Poor,  beautiful  girl  I  I  remember 
saying  i»  her  liow  I  bopod,  the  next  tinic  1  ssw  her, 
to  find  her  liappier  !  Poor  girl ! — '  the  tiari  time !' 
How  she  is  altered  I"* 

"  What,  tlien, — is  this  the  Beanty  herself?  I 
suspected  as  much  1"  replied  Velmont.  ■*  I  will 
speak  to  Iter;  for,  sc«  I  she  iKiw  slnnib  looking  at 
us  fi'oni  tliv  hill  brow,  and  whether  she  is  some 
bright  Essence  of  another  world,  sonic  nymph  or 
spitii  of  these  haunts,  or  the  bir  lieing  we  take 
her  for,  she  secm^s  as  if  site  would  be  addressed; 
and  as  wc  arc  taught  in  Hnmlet  thai  the  wlmlc 
spiritual  conclave  expectii  to  be  occontetl  or  *  co<i- 
jarcd'  Ant,  before  it  will  speak,  1  will  e'en  addrcsN 
her!" 

So  saying,  he  approachcti  tbe  bcauiiful  figure, 
o  *i 


but  stood  gazing  oa  the  spei 
wrapped  in  some  meditation 
or  haply  carried  away  on  th< 
ciation,  wliich  his  presence  on 
in  her  mind.  At  length  she  ; 
hysterical  laugh,  which  was  | 
of  ignorance  or  vacant  folly  tl 
of  mind,  which  could  not  be 
cernment  of  the- party,  couple 
neglect  of  hei-  attire,  and  the  v 
in  her  countenance. 

"  Good  Ueavens  I  she  is  ot 
marked  the  Duchess,  in  a  Iow< 
tive  of  her  concern.  "  1*1  us 
to  speak." 

With  another  hysterical  lai 
proceeded  to  reply  to  Vehnon 
jng  out  the  way  from  the  dei 
were,  to  the  villaee. — talkini 


JAMm  K\TPirJ.D. 


S9S 


hf  sail]  to  mc  when  wc  first  met ;  and  lie  was  much 
such  another  ax  }'ou,"  she  cmitinucd,  in  an  inon- 
hercnt  mnniicr,  and  with  a  srnrc  nf  niingtvd  ptca- 
nirc  anil  surprise,  as  she  regarded  iiMHllj'  the  traits 
of  the  young  anil  handsome  V'clmont;  *' but  tiis 
hair,"  she  said,  looking  again,  "wasa&Jiadviiarker 
tbw)  your^  and  his  vmce  had  more  music— but 
speak  again,  and  1  shall  know  belter  ."*  nitd  sh« 
pttuseil,  as  if  waiting  to  hear  him  speak. 

The  tears  came  into  the  eves  of  the  Ducltexs, 
and  the  ladies  with  her.  In  fad,  it  was  all  tlmt 
Velmont  even  could  do,  as  he  gazed  on  this  wreck 
of  onc«  dicvrful  loralincs),  to  maintain  a  voice 
of  firmneas,  as  he  ^id,  "  You  will  go  with  us, 
]>erhaps,  to  tlte  Tillage,  and  conduct  us  younwir? 
Will  you  aoconijiany  me  f" 

"  You — you  1  no,  you  are  not  he !"  slw  con- 
tinued, after  a  pause.  *'  Do  you  think  1  cannot 
tell  ?  1  could  tell  bini  from  a  thousand  !  1  couhl 
always  tell  his  roice — bow  could  1  do  otherwise  i* 
(and  slie  laughed  wildly,)  for  my  heart  was  tuned 
to  it.  It  used  to  seem,  as  he  spoke,  as  if  my  own 
soul  found  expression  in  bis  language;  ye^  yet !" 
■Dd  here  for  a  while  she  Uiriietl  her  eyes  away 
from  V'clmont's  face,  and  seemed  lost  in  h«r 
dream  ;  when,  suddenly  turning  to  hiin  again,  slic 
exclaimed,  "  No,  yun  arc  not  he  ;  I  tliought  you 
were  at  first,  for  1  fmicy  somctintcs  1  sec  liim,  and 
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5«  1  know  he  U  good — know  he 
repeated,  as  she  fixe<l  her  eyes  on  the 
her  tiead  drooped,  and   relapsiiif*  dceplj 
musing   fit,  &1te  stood   matioi)lc» 
iriiimpli  of  the  iculplor'»  art." 

"  Poor  lovely  creftturc  I"  exclatmc 
"  her  thoughts  arc  ninning  an  deur 
membraticesl* 

"  How  cxqutsitd;  beautirnl  she  is} 
DocboM,  regiirding  her   through   ilte  i 
dimmed  her  eyc«.    "  I  wonder  whether  i 
remember  me  were  I  to  addrt>s!t  hor;- 
perhapa  ns  well  1  should  not  xpcak 
circumttunce  of  my  acquaintance  witlij 
could  bu  rendered  sensible  of  il)  miji 
crease  her  pain." 

«  What,— as  to  the  reprieve  ?" 
n>ont;    hut  scarcely  had  the  words 
lips,  bill  tlie  lovely  (Ajoct  of  their  cod 
started  from  her  dream,  and,  looked  )i 
as  if  >J]e  liad  eauglit  the  import  of  Vc 
mark,  and  aoaldiing  froni  her  bosotn 
paper,  httrried  onward*  as  she  cried — 

'*  It  is  l»eni !     Doii'i  stop  me ;  t 
late  I" 

And  oD  VelmoDi's  following  her 
quest  to  let  hint  look  at  tlie  paper, 
her  but  «  moment  longer,  she  only 
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same  incoliercnt  nnd  anxious  words,  ss  she  hurried 
eagerl)-  onward,  and  had  spccdU;  vanislied  from 
the  sight  of  tlie  part}',  vision-like,  as  she  liad 
arisen  on  it. 

"  I  miKt  not  lose  sight  of  her  yet !"  exclaimed 
Velmonl.  "  Never  in  my  life  wits  1  senvible  of  so 
piunful  n  snhjvct  of  inicrrat.  She  i.i  Ix-ntitiful  to  n 
marvel,  di-wpilc  the  efTccu  of  her  sufftring.  What 
slw  must  Itavc  been  wlten  in  tite  bloom  of  health 
and  gaiety  of  lieart  I  can  well  imsgiue ;  but  I  »Iioald 
scarcely  tieem  it  pouiblc  to  meet  any  human  creiu 
lure  of  more  beauty  ib»n  I  have  found  in  her,  as 
she  now  is.  I  doubt  whellier  tlie  Inughing  bloom 
of  health  would  touch  (he  heart  so  inucIi,orapp«ar 
more  re»lly  Iqvcly,  llian  tlio  tenderness  of  sorrow, 
die  expression  of  sweet  yet  sad  remembrances,  that 
is  now  the  soul  of  her  countenance  I  llcr  features, 
her  complexion,  her  hair — they  are  nil  lovcltncs^l 
It  b  scarcely  possible  slic  could  (at  least  in  mycsti- 
nution)  be  more  an  object  of  admiration  or  iutc- 
rest.  Let  ns  follow  on  her  track,  if  but  to  conic  up 
with  her  for  a  moment  more  before  wo  quit  Btit- 
termcre.'* 

'*  Indeed,  >lie  may  well  win  your  heart,  Ho* 
raco,  for  she  lias  won  the  hearts  of  all  here  !"  re- 
plied tlic  Uiu-hess,  as  site  proceeded,  with  the  rest 
of  llie  party,  along  ihe  track  wtieru  Gertrude  had 
vnnithcd  from  them. 


^ 


TxennncTsmBn 

ititl  the  party  were 
nil;  orcomiug  up  witli  her. 

It  was  a  nnknl  spcice  oM 
piiii>«tl,  oni]  which  bore  m^j 
the  sixe  of  mme  habiintioii  i 
roaiDs  of  rafiers,  oTjihutc 
tared  wall,  bore  evkleni 
bccD  burnt  [o  the  groutul. 

"  A  fit  home  for  him  I 
laugh  of  vxuhalion, — "a 
piiilcta  bctravfrl  Let  hin 
and  demlntion  1"  nnd  as  she 
wore  a  lliuli  of  indigoatio 
wild  lovtiliu«»i  of  its  cxpressii 
piece  of  burnt  wood,  as  bbe  di 
nf  tbv  ruin,  waving  it,  as  thcMU 
firing  the  buihiing,  "  Ay,  b< 
head  t — you  may  burn  it  I  if  < 
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While  the  party  were  yet  engaged  in  piunful 
conjectures  as  to  (he  cnuso  of  her  present  excite- 
ment, and  at  Velmont,  st^cing  her  cxIiauMion,  wtw 
tibout  to  approach  in  onicr  to  offer  ttcr  Kiippnrt, 
their  nttenlion  ma  suddenly  turned  in  an  oppotttie 
direction. 

Thvy  were  mftde  Mnsiblc  of  lh«  cries  <^  Mt 
ddcrly  and  rc«p(!Ciitf)le  looking  ft^nmle,  vihn 
haslencd  up  (o  the  spot,  wringing  her  liaiuls  and 
exclaiming,  "  My  daughter  I  my  poor,  poor  child — 
where  have  you  wandered  to?"  But  perceiving  the 
presence  of  the  party  near  tlie  spot,  she  ceased  her 
cries,  while  she  addressed  a  hasty  excuse. 

"  Pardon  mc»  bdiet,  I  am  her  tnollier — pardon 

mc!"  and  hiutening  up  in  her  child,  slie  sjKikc  to 

her  through  hi>r  tears,  be^^ng  her,   with  much 

.kindnesa,  (a  kindness  taught  by  the  suffering  s)re 

now  deplored,)  to  return  home  with  her. 

Kor  was  her  endeavour  wiOtoiit  success ;  while 
Vdmont  and  those  with  him  would  willingly  have 
made  hiqnirics  ns  to  llic  rnwon  of  that  wliicli 
luu)  ju«t  excited  in  them  so  much  painful  surprise. 
But  tiiey  fvit  that  tlie  present  was  not  precisely 
the  occasion  to  grati^'  their  melancholy  curtutiiy, 
nor  die  parent  indeed,  the  person  lliat  delicacy 
would  permit  them  to  question  concerning  the  suf- 
fering of  her  child,  however  much  Uieir  sympathies 
o3 


t^r " 


Howbi^ens  had  lately  take 
The  different  equipages,  to 
party  were  drawn  up  near  th 

As  they  were  pursuing  t 
side,  they  met  a  person  wh 
benign  aspect  inspired  at  an 
in  those  who  contemplated 
made  them  wish  to  know  hin 
pleasure  already. 

"  We  will  inquire  of  this 
Duchess,  "for  an  explanatio 
cacy  deterred  as  from  asking 
haps  he  is  a  resident  near  the 
to  inform  us." 

Velmont  accordingly,  bow 
question,  related  what  had 
pressions  of  their  surprise  ai 
cumstances.    "  She  was  at  It 

■  Irinn'  nF  ttu>  KaantmnG  nr 
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"Ym,"  replied  die  pcrtoit  to  whom  they  »d- 
drcsfiecl  lhcni«cK-cs  ;  "  her  mother  i>,  I  am  )mppy 
to  say.  mnkiii^  up,  by  dite  kindness  and  ftttention, 
for  »  good  deal  of  migtnkfti  i«veriiy  villi  which  she 
trenled  poor  Oenrude  some  time  ftgo.  In  fact, 
she  ix  hvrself  an  oliject  of  compassion)  for  the  oon- 
stant  self-accusation  with  which  she  visits  herself 
on  that  account.  The  fact  is,  she  erred  more 
through  want  of  discernment  than  any  natural 
unkindness  of  disposition  ;  but  a  low  tarb^lt, 
a  prftt-ndud  religious  character,  having  gained 
an  aNcendc»cy  over  her  mind,  prevailed  much 
with  IwT  in  urging  his  uitt  tu  Iter  ihtughter ; 
which  being  repdletl  by  Oertrude,  ))rouglii  on 
her  the  displeasure  of  her  parent.  The  sym- 
palhy  of  iIk  people  6tiewe<l  itself  bitterly  on  the 
side  of  Gertrude,  and  against  tJie  moclt-preacher, 
when  his  real  character  became  ktwwn.  It  was 
anything  but  that  whicli  he  had  deceived  them 
and  Oei'tnxle'K  weak  parent  into  believing.  In 
fact,  you  are  all  aware  how  tlic  unfortunate  Hat- 
field was  betrayed  by  llie  man  he  had  formerly  go 
much  bc-fricfldwf." 

"  And  was  this  mock-preaclter  the  person  f"  in- 
terrupted Vdmoni.  "  I  wonder  not  al  ibc  unhappy 
girl  manifcsling  die  sense  of  injury  which  she 
did." 

*'  He  was,  and  yon  will  consequently  be  liltlu 


A 


1 

■                             ■■■■■■-                           *r               H 

"  It  is  indved  )Utl«  malm 
people  banieil  ihc  building,' 
*'  Bnl  VMS  there  ool  suin^ 
having  lost  his  life  TriNn  (fl 
populace  at  Carlisle  ?"        H 

<■  WhetliCT  lie  lost  ills  In 
sftf ;  certain  it  is  lie  iltsBp« 
net  sliorilf  nftcr  (lint  manfl 
ing  of  him,  as  being  die  (tfl 
ante  );irl  yuu  liiivc  laicly  iH 
also  vrlio  posscssul  Ikt  u(b 
oT  U)H  QuanOinh,  as  he  catfl 
to  lliU  occairetice,  no  qfl 
one  cnn  say  vriih  any  cm! 
likely  to  know,  it  b  a  singu^ 
man,  well  kr»own  in  this  fl 
wholn  country  roucKl."      fl 

"  le  it  tlie  penon  litey  tfl 
_              X>u«iica^  rnlling  jo  mind  .J 
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verlect  to  that  period,  and  entered  into  a  convena- 
lioii  with  ber  infornianl,  relative  to  the  varkiiu  pwt 
occurrences,  in  connexion  with  tbe  singular  story 
of  Ilatfietd  and  tlic  lovely  being  wbose  fatal  alTec- 
tton  for  btoi  liad  invulnd  her  in  bo  dislressiul  a 
doom. 

At  length  having  arrived  at  the  Kpot  where 
the  carriitges  were  drawn  up,  tlie  Dtichesc,  nc- 
oompaiiied  hj  the  rest  of  tlie  pttrly,  took  her 
leave  of  ber  informant,  with  the  acknowledgments 
of  herself  and  Velmont.  She  did  not  forget  at  the 
nmc  time  to  express,  witli  her  cbaracterislic  kindness 
of  hcnrt,  the  regret  dIk  felt  at  being  nnable  to 
alleviate  tliv  condition  of  the  haplcm  '  tk-anty  of 
IJmtcrmere,'  in  meeting  whom  (heir  curiosity  luid 
been  so  painfuliy  gratified. 

"  Perhaps,"  replied  tlieir  infonnant,  as  he  with- 
drew, X  a  melancholy  interest  has  been  added  in 
seeing  ber  as  you  have.  She  is  as  some  once 
clKtisheil  and  lovely  flower  now  run  wild,  nnd 
wandering  over  the  ruin  of  that  al>ode  where  she 
had  been  cultured  niid  cheriiJied.  'Hiat  wild 
flower  is  not  more  beautiful  tn  ib  dcMilution,  tliiui 
the  lonely  and  lovdy  liu  man- flower  that  now  thus 
mournfully  decorates  ti>cse  haunts." 

So  Riving,  Ik  withdrew,  nhilc  Velmont  remarked 
of  hiin — 
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Nor  was  tlic  fair  speaker  mistaken.  It  was 
indeed  the  bard  and  philosopher  liiniftdf,  wjtli 
wliom  they  had  fallen  in.  fie  was,  vben  he 
met  them,  proceeding,  as  was  his  usual  casiom,  to 
tlie  villaj^,  to  inquire  after  the  iU-&tcd  maiden  of 
Butlcmiere,  and  olTcr,  with  his  characteristic  bene- 
volence, whul  consolation  he  mjglit  to  her  unhappy 
piiri-iit. 

OilTerent  indeed  was  ihe  aspect  now  prem.-nted 
by  the  prembes  of  ilie  onee  neat  and  pretty  little 
hofitelrie,  where  t(  has  been  our  lot  so  often  lo 
invite  liie  reader. 

He  would  vcnrcclf  recogniK  in  those  untrimmcd 
turl-borders, — tlKwe  iinwectied  walk«, — that  rough 
uninown  siir^ice  of  the  lawn, — ihose  rambling  and 
unpruned  tendrils  of  shrub  and  flower,^ — ^tbe  once 
graceful  and  cha&Iely  dccorntctl  garden  that  erc- 
while  witnessed  the  care  of  Gertrude.  As  every- 
thing was  neglect  and  dc-^^lniion  without)  so  idl  was 
mournfulncss  and  gloom  wilhiii. 

And  iMw  wc  have  discharged  our  duty  to  tlie 
reader,  in  tracing  nil  that  his  curiosity  may  demand, 
rdntivc  to  the  dtfTerent  persons  of  our  story,  witli 
one  exception.  He  will  readily  guess  this  is  spoken 
with  reference  to  ibe  ancient  mariner,  who,  inde- 
pendently of  the  singular  charjicteristic*  that  render 
him  a  subject  of  interest  in  himself,  dctnaiuls  yet 


< 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


"  ilMf'n  tutt  hci  soot  I 
RMind  iho  Uk«  lighi  miiRC  Moh, 
And  her  thade  «*>•  two  iv  gl>d«, 
Bmuieou*  o'ei  lh«  &lil  tide." 

MoORi. 

Where  the  blue  ligiitnings  are  writliiiifr  rotintl 
those  gaunt  foresi  trunks,  am)  the  lenves  dnncv  in 
weird  mazes  at  tlwir  base — vrberc  the  belated  riutic 
hears  unearthly  sounds  in  th«  moaning  wintry  blast, 
and  sees  plianloms  in  every  white  gleam  through 
tli«  forest  vista,  and  In  every  pallid  trunk  clad  in 
its  lioary  n)OM~a»  aged  »tep  a  teen  l«  {mum,  nn 
aged  silvery  brow  is  seen  to  gue.  And  the  dim 
lijjbt,  an  it  i>liews  the  countenance,  reveals  iIktc  tltu 
dilTerent  poMions  too,  with  which  he  gaie^ 

Ghastly  was  the  brow,  and  pale  with  tlto  workings 
ofpaoion,  in  its  altcniatc  vicisisitudes  oFsoorn  and 
of  regret, — c»f  fcurfol  triumph  nnd  bitter  commise- 
ration,—us  his  breast  was  vuriuiisly  swiiycd  by  the 


will  call  to  mind  as  that  wht 
remarks  upon  the  skeleton, 
escape  towards  the  sea-coasU 

We  remember  the  strait 
smile  was  not  of  the  heart, 
attempted  to  hush  the  dre 
whispered  within  him,  as  he 
testimony  of  vindicated  justi 
still, — that  skeleton — grinnin 
glee,  as  it  danced  amid  the  hi 
the  funereal  minstrelsy  of  tl 
clank  of  its  own  iron  win 
chains. 

That  grim  spectacle  had 
relics  of  the  very  being  it  ha 
on,  in  dreary  omen  of  his  imj 

•  The  ftightful  barbarism  of  "ha 
confined  lo  iasiances  of  murder,  eve 
which  we  here  loeak.     Well  mav  ! 
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"  Ah !  thnt  wan  an  ill  jcsi  you  miici«,'*  said  the 
old  man,  as  he  stooil  looking  with  Tt-clings  of  regret 
and  compntsion  on  the  xkelclon  of  Ifatfidd.  It 
secnied  lo  hi*  fancy  to  commune  with  him,  face  lo 
fiice,  M  the  gaunt  sockets  of  the  skeleton  ghtred 
fixedly  on  the  brow  of  the  ancient  mariner. 

lie  gaxcd,  nothing  appallctl,  on  that  fearful  effigy 
of  death; — horror  Mmned  fnmilinr  to  him,  and  he 
spoke  as  if  to  a  thing  of  lifv  and  perception,  »s 
lie  continued,  in  a  strain  of  regretful  remon- 
strance— 

"  'lltfti  was  an  ill  jest  yon  made  when  you  said, 
when  laKt  here,  to  the  bones  that  rock  hard  by, 
that  your  own  might  one  day  be  their  partner 
where  tlicy  dance  'mid  tho«e  weird-waving  boughs  P 

The  skeleton  brow  bent  as  the  wind  swayed  it, 
as  though  in  approval  of  ih«  old  man's  remon- 
strance. The  ntariner  paused  as  he  ga7.ed  on  it, 
while  mournfully  and  slowly  he  sltook  his  grey 
hxrks,  ft^owing  the  train  of'  painftd  remem- 
brances. 

.\fter  awhile,  he  walked  past  the  fearful  trunk, 
and  his  countenance  now  lost  its  aspect  *>f  sorrow, 
and  companionate  remorse,  in  the  vicissitude  of 
sterner  feeling  of  which  be  was  now  made  sensible. 
Scorn,  and  the  bitterness  of  minglixl  hale  and 
contempt,  nor  le«s  tltc  fell  triumph  of  consciotis 


sUioD,  it  bees  the  whitening  I 
ltk«  hi*,  liowevcf,  is  it  the  fo 
ttw  haii<)  ot'jwtioe.  It  hi 
was,  iiune  knew  bv  whc 
peretl,  iiideetl,  '*  ih«  w! 
oouW  tell." 

But  uone  cnrcci  lo  ()u< 

stAiice;' — teuimoay  there' 

that  of  which  A*  might  puMtl 

WttJi  toornrul  lip,  und  in<l 
lie  tiinied  hii  upwnrd  gla 
lie  accents,  as  wiilteriiig 
round — as  mibering  as 
llic  lighming-bolt  thnt 

"  W'hilcn    ihou  there '- 
thy  (Ic:>ei-b, — thou  foul 
malign   battetier   u«    the  1H 
benefaclov  I     lj'ns|mring  I 


l>C^t^f^^U^M«U)tMI 
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swayed  the  scntvnce  lliat  oondcnmvtl  him.  Kxult 
(aiid  <ikisL  llinu  not  erewhile?)  ihat  thou  hadtt 
g)uu«<l  llice  ill  hi*  life-blood  ?  Ho,  Im !"  he  con- 
tinued, wjt]i  n  urornrul  laugh  and  withering  glance 
of  rejiruach — "  I  bid  lliee  exult ! — long  and  pain- 
fully didst  thou  seek  him — to,  tliou  hast  found 
him  ! — It  is  meet  thou  shonldtt  thus  keep  him 
cuinptinj'  I— ha,  ha? — Wither  thou  tlicrc— wither, 
wither  !'■ 

So  itnj'ing,  itie  ndrd  mnriner  turned  him  with 
lojitltiiig  n-oni  the  object  of  hU  exccrntintt,  and, 
cutting  A^itin  one  mournful  and  compiimloniile 
glance  on  die  relict  of  Itix  fuvonriie  "  Giinl  wii," 
as  lie  )uid  been  tiwd  to  call  bim.  took  bis  way 
slowly,  and  wrapt  in  musings  solemn  and  sorruw- 
ful,  from  ihc  spot, 

^^KHild  any  eye  have  marked  bim  there — (all 
fiimiliai-  8S  he  vbs  witli  the  dead,  and  with  the 
Riorm) — he  seemed  as  tbotigh  o  lindred  spirit 
among  the  pluinlomii '  with  which  the  cotiniry- 
su|K-tstition«  peopled  timt  drear  haunt.  The  rude 
dwellers  round  tite  form  border  would  walcb 
Mike's  lonely  vtsitntioo  of  itx  recedes,  and  pause  on 
tlie  brink — for  none  wuuld  venture  lo  lt>lloM-  Inm  to 
tlie  scene  of  his  fearful  communings.     Tl»cy  would 

■y  their  f<>ot.>>ie|»>  wiihout,  as  if  p«iisin^  on  tliu 
nti^in  of  a  mugic-circle,  within  wbidi  the  wixanl 
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menibnnoe  of  iu  weird  dwdlvr,  wIkmc  connDunton 
wiili  Spirits  vras  curreni))-  believed  by  the  credulous 
rustics. 

Never  since  dte  hour  when  di)  Mike  liud  taken 
hiA  way  fn>m  Carlisle,  where  la«t  we  ntct  him; 
never  since  its  gloomy  keep  had  faded  in  ili«  dis- 
taiiM  troin  his  riew,  had  he  resought  his  wonted 
CKVcrn-nbodv  at  Buitermcre. 

Tile  old  maiiN  f;omlncts  of  hearti  and  regrets  for 
tiie  doom  of  hint  in  vrlmsc  fortunes  wc  have  wit- 
nesKd  him  diking  so  deep  »n  inierestt  peruiilied 
him  no  longer  to  dwell  contentedly  ai  a  spot  llial 
was  fraught  with  the  eoiutaiit  reeulleciioiis  of  txie 
who  from  childliood  had  been  beloved  by  him; 
yet  the  kindly  feelings  ilwt  be  cherished,  scarcely 
less,  for  Gertrude,  would  call  his  sicp,  at  due 
periods,  to  wander  forili  to  Butlenncrc,  and  ask 
after  her  hcaltli. 

Wiib  this  exception,  lltc  weird  form  of  old  Mtkc 
was  ncvei'  mh.ii  pncinfr  along  the  bn>w  that  over- 
looks Ihe  meer,  or  waking  the  gaxe  of  the  vtllugvn 
as  he  "  giode"  (in  old  bulluil  jihriue)  tltrotigh  the 
Inmlvti 

TlMwe  who  would  seek  him'— if  but  to  ask  one  of 
the  many  strange  and  stirring  tales  with  which  his 
metmries  of  the  past  were  IVaught — must  look  for 
him  now  in  the  knio  liul  at  Itavengbss,  bani  by 


— w 

which  iltetr  supersiiiioiis 
who  hnply  never  prayed 
prayer  of  jiropidBtioii,  as  tk 
hU  ominmiB  tlirofaold. 

Long  wo(i1<l  t)»ey  liiigcr,{ 
ing  on  lli«  old  man'*  u 
»n(l  gnxiiii;,  pole  with  iiwi-,^ 
WBsicd  yet  vcniTiiblc  hrow.,| 
of  ihe  MaitlcR  of  Butlvrm^ 
with  ihe  dntiniet  of  the 
him,  «ng>^il  thf  mcmoriM" 
Itos  thff  tear  bcvii  awnkeiici. 
as,  gwitycd   with  ruth,  tin 
reconi,  antl  vielded  up  the 

Oil    i)ie  \asi  occasion   ll 
liaunts  i>f  Uuitermcre.  to 
setu-cc)  flower  of  beauty  wli^ 
Ko  low,  this  was  the  UtU; 
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had  seen  Iier,  for  cvcrywhcn;  had  »lw  looked  along 
the  track  wltcre  it  had  been  Gertrude's  vront  to 
range,  yet  had  found  Iwr  not.  Distraught  though 
her  wniidLTiiigs  had  been,  never  tuid  she  fftileJ 
to  return  hinnc     Where  was  she  now? 

**  Everywliere  we  sought ;  Far  as  you  sec  the 
venerable  yew  of  Lorton,  over  every  spot  ligr  loot 
had  loved  lo  iruoe  1  We  liicd  us  to  the  deserted 
abode  where  tlie  good  curate  had  ever  taught  her 
to  seek  n  Iwinc  —  where  now,  in  lifclessncss, 
racnncvi  and  silence,  the  closed  windows  glarc<J 
like  dead  men's  eyes — where  il»e  ixkcs  straggled 
wild  over  the  garden — tlie  ro«es  from  which  she 
would  at  times  weave  her  a  wreath,  and  set  it  fan- 
ia»ticolly  on  her  head — ay  t  this  tvoulil  she  do, 
while  she  puwd  resilesily  up  and  down,  and  called 
for  those  whom  she  ought  lo  meet  tlicre,ui)d  received 
no  answer,  till,  frighted  by  tJie  silence  and  the 
solitude,  she  would  Ay  the  ^lot  as  engei-Iy  as  she 
had  sought  it. 

'*  Yes  !  everywhere  we  searched  for  her,  along 
her  favourite  height  of  Melbreak  too,  and  by  the 
meer-side.  Ay,  it  was  there  we  found  tlie  wild  rose- 
wreath  which  that  very  day  she  )>ad  twined  round 
her  hair.  We  took  it  up,  but  did  not  shew  it  her 
mot)>er,  as  we  feared  to  tell  her  what  we  thought. 

"  Oor  fear  was  that  the  poor  lovdy  thing's 
miscliance  hod  found  her  a  grave  in  the  meer  !— 


1 

"  We  met  one,  tmtccd,  ' 

had  come  down  the  slope 
hit  cmtom,  he  added)  nt  tin 
hour,  on  the  meer,  be  fanci 
lighl  on  the  water,  more  Ui 
HmIi  of  its  starlit  vrarrs  wh 
pies  ihcm.     Vet  he  wns  nc 
that  it  was  any  flf^re  in  wh 
to  sink  in  tl»e  wnler*.     Poo 
white,  and  we  iJionhl  liave  i 
«eir  whom  be  must  have  seen 
tell  us  anj  more.              ^^H 
"  It  n-as  tlic  kind-bea^^^l 
her  so  much  care,  and  ^*MH 
know  what  had  become  of  ■ 
bdoved,  too,  b>-  all  of  os,  an 
village  round, — it  was  Mr.  (S 
sided   it>  in  our  search ;  buu 
LuDg  was  iif  too,  before  ve  ^ 
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tcr's  Rest'  agniii ;  il>cre  is  not  a  voice  to  be  lieard 
scarcely,  but  tl>e  bittern's  (it  may  be)  as  its  cry 
sounik  from  the  little  brook ;  and  the  garden — it 
is  all  run  to  waste  now,  and  tbe  walks  are  overrun 
with  weeds  and  straggling  slirubs; — and,  oh,  It  is 
a  long  time  since  we  )uid  anything  like  a  merry 
bout  at  skittles  or  bowls  on  the  green,  that  used  to 
be  kept  so  sinootli  and  fair  wben  poor  dear  Gei^ 
trude  used  to  look  after  tilings.  AU,  all  is  sadly 
changed  now." 

And  liere  the  rude  luirraiive  would  break  oiT, 
and  the  speaker  be  lost  in  sorrowful  recollections 
of  tlie  happier  past,  so  painfully  now  contrasted 
witli  tlw  vacancy,  glootn,  and  desertion  of  the  pre- 
sent, when  Uie  forms  he  love<l  have  parted,  and 
have  left  the  scenes  where  tbey  moved  cold  as  ll»e 
grave  tliat  hides  tliem ! 

So  Mike  told  the  tale;  and  many  are  the  wild 
le^nds  and  chaunts  of  rustic  verse  to  which  it  gave 
birth.  You  may  yet  hear  the  poor  vngrant  ntin- 
Hlrels  of  the  north  chaunt  aloud  to  the  admiring 
Cumbrian  swains  the  theme,  "  bow  the  Beauty  of 
Duttermere  was  wondiously  lost  to  sight." 

And  now  night  wraps  in  its  calm  dream  tlte 
maze.  71te  mcer-depths — their  most  and  hlossom- 
chcquered  bunks  —  tlie  hill  brows  above  —  tlte 
scattered  cottages  around,  are  not  more  har- 
montzcd  in  the  silv«ry  surlight  that  tints  litem  far 
and  wide,  than  they  are  hallowed  at  this  hour  by 


thft'tBlal  sloep  that  ule^lUU 

ncsth  tlic  shodowij  of. 
mM  her  doom. 

Ever,  as  the  goi^eoos 
&iDler  over  tliOM   w«ter 
emerges  clearer  from  ou 
iiighi  dews  lutve  spre 
tao»,  ii)oi)g  the  mountain's  : 
«cea  hiutcning  lo  Told  his  dot 
hies  him  to  regun  the  conC 
cheer  nway,  in  the  sounds  i 
or  his  fire-side,  ihe  shadow?^ 
bis  braitst,  and  chilled  his  . 

Full  often  has  he 
■long  ihat  dim  and 
muMu)  fMi  tlie  fate  of 
ing  fearful  and  side-long  g1 
lake,  lie  has  seen,  wiili  tlie  ej 
soft  vision  floating  over  thijfl 
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The  follovinil  cluruMriallc  "  Jraun"  U  tul^olned  Ixro  »  illnk- 
trittT*  ur  Ibe  ugumcni  hi  Cliapwr  VII.  of  lli«  fin*  TtJumo, 
alihcnigh  the  Marjr  itmiltiiota  not  rcpTcanu  it  u  introdiMfd  nntll 
■  liWrMifa.  


THE  FAIUV  FUTURE: 

o*, 

MOTHBlt    EARTH    IN    A    NEW    DRBS»: 

Aptbr  tbc  diuua)  s1e«p  of  untold  titM, 

Ruth  nut'd  li«r  liead,  tbe  waiteimmaiw  to  SM 
Of  floods  that  jTulf  d  htr  pimj  xltell  of  diiac^ 

As  oDo  poor  inoni«nt  'n«ath  EMntily. 
Widi  dozxled  ken  *hc  saw,  *r»id  joy  and  ivain. 

Tbo  b«am,  for  Klitnt,  come  ^limrn'rio^  a'tr  Iho  dwp ; 
And  froRi  long  lime,  she  knew  the  light  agua, 

Tliat  Towt'd  oooe  more  her  iDanltioa'd  deep '. 

*  The  rotder  dc*i1  teatte\j  be  •(■prbtd  Dial  the  pMulior 
urm  adoiMrd  htr*  ii  chcnclmilJc  o/'  th*  pmoii  fmai  irbam 
iJiB  UoM  that  Ibllow  an  tuppaiwil  lu  oinanal*.  Out  "  ISfcho- 
Idgiat'*  profiaaca  lo  iUuMWc  ihe  idea  at  ■  new  swld,  or  "  earth- 
•Ir*tum,~  •ceonling  Ut  ill*  CuTcrJan  «;iitffni  of  il*  rtmlulicint )  m 
•aoliuiiMMliephaMuf  vbictiUAarwihi!iii*il,(nd  wi'A  ctliOiit,  (•• 
I*  hcnec  rMMoabU  w  mppow.)  as  improrvd  aaiura,  ttMota,  and 


H: 


'rbBt  p«nt  ner  Deavnig  DfMn  a 
And  free,  more  Tree,  from  out  the 

Respired  she  !  shook  her  dew- 
Her  revel  was  as  aUfe's,  the  chm 

That  long  his  pang  hath  vtiaty 
Nor  yet,  done,  her  watery  bond 

Bui  lo !  she  beam'd,  new  dighi 
And  calling  back  what  in  old  tin 

Gaz'd  she  with  wonder  on  her 
Admir'd  her  smiliDg  boaod's  tran 

From  all  that  late  so  dank  and 
For  not  alone  was  fairer  garland* 

Her  brow,  with  rarer  plants,  a 
But,  like  B.  sea  of  light,  her  radia 

All  silvery  shone  beneath  thos< 
Scem'd  from  that  stern  Sulimcrsi* 

A  Being  of  new  purity !  a  ran 
E»>ence  ihrongbout  her  frame,  w 

Bui  promised  to  her  joy  on  as| 
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,  her  bo[ie  :  for  ai  th«  ny 

KituSa^mb  vital  wannth  tbot  nlvcr^-  ttrand, 
Tb«  foilcr'd  He«(U*  of  liuinan,  cliwtvr  clay, 

Bloom'd  in  bright  birth*,  m  'o«oUi  a  biry  wand ! 
GW  into  heii^  sprang  a  beaat«oUB  rac«i 

Maa-like  in  form  and  guiao,  but  ihaui'd  by  atmc 
0(  ibow  groM  attribute*  that  nun  debase — 

Bat«  his  high  vaunt,  and  boosted  "h«av'n-bom"  totiv. 
7%aw  sNin'd  divine  indeed !  ao  gron  appeal 

Slrova  Ihrougii  the  SMwea!     For  what  food  Inek'd 
HAty 
To  whom  the  galcti  their  nreeteat  banquet  deal  ? 

Soeb  the  rar«  ttruuture  of  their  purer  claj' 
Orgon*  were  theirs,  1cm  complicate  Ibuu  oiin, 

And  Inckiog  ■prings,  that  eiiriou^-plann'd  bowo'er. 
Vet  lower  man — (he  bosrtt — that  cretPs  deroiirB, 

Or  luttt-inlliuued,  foregoes  high  Re«»on's  care. 
Thett  Icacn-  diUinotioii  none  of  Sex  :  tliev  «e«m'd 

A  beoiitRcnit  Minfmtomity  of  Splriti, 
That  in  ibo  rupture  of  ibeir  being  dreoni'cl 

Of  nolhinK  iKat  or  i^om  or  vile  inherits! 
If  man  be  vUe,  bin  "  itncbiro"  orders  tliu; 

>rnt  no  with  thit  new  race !     It  «o«m'd  but  form'd 
Far  radiant  perpetuity  of  bliss. 

By  no  onu  dark  omuuIi  of  Paatton  fltonn'd ! 


*  The  Iclea  licre  «cnu  la  illiwtncc  the  old  Oiioniil  brlicf,  UiM 
"  humiin  nature"  on  Xtut  hinb  «f  thai  Ml>n«  iMrmia  WA  bjr  iha 
Ttctiieg  ot  iliw  wsUn  ■(  lb*  <i«itllun  of  111*  woiU.  Aiiecana 
got*  w  far  as  to  Hy  tbu  thb  u  (unobaialcd  bj  iha  "  uILuc"  In 
out  oomponlkin  ;  in  (iKt,  Uid  Anbun  •■f*  cjaiirihra  umd,  M«ord- 
tag  le  thl*  bjppMhaU,  u  planu  iptung  riom  *'  brine^eedi-" 


'l'b«  cbait*  Mwti  et  uw  iBooiau 

Id  Ibia  New  HsvolultOD  of  bei 
Gne  not,  as  erst,  to  light  the  mo 

Of  »vage  b«aat  or  reptile  pro{ 
Ai  man  was  form'd  not  noto — a 

Xo  doom  of  grim  destruction, 
Reign'd  through  distract  Creatiot 

Whose  sov'reign  law  gloats  ay 
No  brute-tribe  ranged  earth's  ma 

Nougtit  that  cDhauu'd  her  cbe< 
Happy  in  One  blest  race,  she  litl 

Her  stores  for  aught  to  sully  o 
And  her  sons  walk'd  in  glad  Secv 

Thro'  paths,  whose  garland's  r 
Was  the  choice  flow'r  "  Contentn 

In  chaste  luxuriance  joying  wi< 
Ambition's  treach'rous  wreath — i 

Btiss  was  their  World,  amid  I 
Whose  crystalline*  translucence, 

Rose-tinted,  blush'd  'neath  sun 
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The  garai  as  wall  of  mao'*  u  pJutt'*  crMtion 

Bloom'd  free  from  Uint  of  contttrt  giow !  .  .  I  ne'er 
Have  «iiaa'il  m«  in  tlwl  f^ldcn  dream'* ovation, 

Biilblam'd  my  t'oucy  iltal  it  niock'd  »o  f&ir' — 
Uiil  bUm'd  ibe  rwtle«,  fund,  ainlitlioui  Thoagbt. 

'I'liat,  panting  still  tor  bM— now,  dread,  or  niw^ — 
SoBtcird  tho  bright  |flimp«<>  ibntbut  my  tnnow  wrouglil, 

Hiirl'd  fmm  tbsl  fairy  h«BTon,  to  lif«  llwt  frovn'd 
*o  IwmI 


•iVI 
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Tbi  three  fbUowing  ""-~.  alao  eb 
□f  the  tpeculmtioai  M  ptga  4S  and 
(utijaiiied  ben  rMber  than  in  tbe  tex 
upoD  llic  nenstiTe. 


Measube  we  Fame's  fkir  sooj 
Illimitable — flood,  rale,  wood 
Sun^easive  stretch'd  or  &r  a*  k< 
III  truth,  08  <eeauDg>  spread  iti 
So  vast?  or  magnify  we,  fond, 
Turd  to  yoD  atar-illumia'd  gait 

Of  Worlds  on  Worlds B 

it  drown 'd  I 
I'hus,  pictur'd  vest,  lures  Faim 
Though  but  a  drop,  'mid  streams 
Sea. 
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TblSatlk'  **  Hcrcuftor's"  illaMr;  spell  ? 
Tliink  t  Dcliu  ihoiigli  lliy  pruino  ibo  Shadowy  Coa«t, 
Yel,  whdro'd  "mid  noyriwl  rivnl  bonsts  its  owoll — 
Namci  voiood  from  Worlds  on  Worlili,  [■'ame's  count- 

lenboBil— 
Haw  *ink*  a  nbadow**  xbads,  lb»  onco  greal-ieciiiing 

bnwl! 

Yc«,  such  ihctr  worth,  Fame'ii  futoro  Irtiimphg  b«ain ! 
Sacli,  here,  thvir  pigmy  pric«,  EATlh's  colours  %  I 
I«  ii  fur  this — a  speck,  a  nhade,  a  Antm, 
Man  throbs  to  ardenl,  taiU  %o  fretfully  ? 
h  it  for  tbis  Thmigbl'ii  »tnigg1n,  Envy'«  mgh, 
Too  much  infrct  him,  Mpptng  pear*  onti  Min, 
Marring  blest  bonds  that  twine  th«  Social  tifc 
A*  OD  hill  T&in  oiii|iri9e  Iw  b^nds,  (o  rabs 
Lifo'x  sympaihottc   dorcs  arid  conconna  bland— (or 
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